
HOUSE No. 454.

House of Representatives, May 25, 1867.

The Committee on Public Buildings, to whom was committed
the Order to consider the expediency of providing somb
additional means of protecting the State House, Arsenals,
and other public buildings from danger by fire, have consid-
ered the subject carefully, and beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing Report and accompanying Bill:

As the Committee have not had time, owing to the lateness
of the session, to examine the arsenals, prisons, and other
public buildings, they cannot recommend any action in relation
to them.

They have, however, made a careful examination of the
various apartments of the State House, and of the means for
extinguishing a fire, should one occur. The sergeant-at-arms
has taken the best precautions to guard against fire, yet in view
of the vast amount of combustible material in the form of
books and papers, and of the incalculable value of important
documents and records, wo are of the opinion that the present
means are wholly inadequate.

The Committee would therefore recommend that twenty
fire-extinguishers, manufactured by the American Fire-Extin-

dtommouujcaltlj of illassadjusctte.

REPORT.



[May,Q STATE HOUSE

guisher Company, be purchased, for the protection of the
State House.

A majority of the Committee have been present at exhibi-
tions of this extinguisher, which were, in the opinion of the
Committee, entirely satisfactory.

The machine is simple, safe and economical, and can be
easily charged and operated by a boy of fourteen years.

It is self-acting, and always ready for operation. It has
received the commendation and endorsement of the chief
engineer of the city of Boston, and of engineers and insurance
officers in the large cities of this country and Europe.

The Committee, therefore, unanimously recommend the
passage of the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

FRANCIS J. BAXTER.
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House of Representatives, March 25, 1867.

Tlie Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
for the better protection of the State House from fire, report
that the same ought not to pass.

Per order,

J. S. MARCH.
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AN ACT
For the better protection of the State House from danger

by fire.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The governor and council are hereby
2 authorized to direct the treasurer to pay out of the
3 treasury of this Commonwealth, the sum of fifteen
4 hundred dollars, for the purchase of fire-extinguishers
5 for the protection of the state house against damage
6 from fire.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.


