
HOUSE.... No. 463.

House of Representatives May 29, 1867.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the Bill to
aid in maintaining the Charles River and Warren Bridges, report
that the Bill ought not to pass. They are of opinion that
the extending the width of these bridges by additional piling,
and the lining the sides of the bridges with buildings would
be injurious to navigation in their neighborhood,—which is
already very much restricted for room for the mooring of
large vessels, while it is a region of deep water and of great
importance to commerce ; that it would injuriously affect the
rights of adjoining wharf owners, and have some effect in
increasing the obstructions to the tidal flow. They also think
that the buildings would encumber and disfigure the bridges
and tend to block the passages ; and there is danger that their
occupation might become detrimental to the police of both
cities.

Buildings along the sides of bridges have been found
objectionable in Europe, and have been removed in almost all
cases.

The Committee think it highly inexpedient to enter on such
a system in this metropolis, which might for the same reasonSj
be extended to the Cambridge and South Boston bridges.

Commomumltl) of ittassacljusette.



9 [May,ORDER.

At the same time the Committee are of opinion that something
should be done, in season, to determine what course shall be
taken for maintaining these bridges, as the fund is evidently
insufficient. They therefore report the accompanying Order.

Per order,

R. H. DANA, Jr.



1867.] 3HOUSE—No. 468.

House op Representatives, May 29,1867.

Ordered, That a joint committee of five on the part of the
House, with so many as the Senate may join, be appointed,
with power to sit during the recess, to report to the next legis-
lature a plan for the maintaining of Charles River and Warren
Bridges.

€ommomocnltl) of iltassacljusctts.




