
HOUSE.... No. 18

House of Representatives, January 21, 1870.

The Joint Committee on Expenditures, to whom was referred
the joint Order fixing the compensation of members of the
legislature, have considered the same, and submit the follow-
ing

The General Statutes formerly provided a fixed compensation
and rate of mileage for the members of both branches of the
legislature, and also a fixed compensation for the chaplains,
doorkeepers, messengers and pages of the senate and house of
representatives, and for the preacher of the election sermon.

All the provisions establishing such compensation and mile-
age were repealed by chapter 228 of the Acts of 1865, since
which year from four to eight enactments annually, including
Resolves, have been required to provide for the payment of these
officers and members ; the first Appropriation Act in each year
being so phrased (embracing the language of a Resolve, “ shall
be allowed and paid,”) as to provide temporary means for the
payment of the usual monthly pro rata allowance of compensa-
tion.- Although section two of chapter fourteen of the General
Statutes, providing a fixed compensation and rate ofmileage for
members of the executive council, was never repealed, yet its
provisions have for several years been practically suspended,
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and the Appropriation Bills alone have constituted the authority
for the payment of a much larger compensation than is other-
wise provided by law.

This method of providing for the compensation of the legis-
lative and executive departments of the government has been
productive of numerous evils, not the least of which has been
the introduction, not only of great confusion and irregularity
into the legislation of the Commonwealth, but has also in-
augurated the very objectionable practice of engrafting into the
Appropriation Bills of each session more or less of fundamental
law, which should be matter of open and careful consideration
by the legislature.

In order to correct these improprieties and irregularities, and
maintain, or rather restore, the policy of the government in pro-
viding for all expenditures by specific law, the Committee deem
it advisable to recommend some permanent enactment to meet
the special emergency referred to, and thus initiate one impor-
tant and efficient remedy for the loose and improvident legis-
lation so manifest in many of the Appropriation Bills of the last
few sessions.

The Committee, therefore, unanimously report the ac-
companying bill, as a substitute for the joint Order.

Per order of The Committee,

D. L. HARRIS.
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House op Representatives, January 22, 1870.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Report
of the Joint Committee on Expenditures, together with the Bill
establishing the compensation and mileage of members of the
legislature and executive council, and the compensation of
other persons, report that said Bill ought to pass.

Per order,

EDWARD TAYLOR.

Commontomltl] of iltassacljusctts.
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AN ACT
Establishing the Compensation and Mileage of Members

of the Legislature and Executive Council, and the Com-
pensation of other persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Each member of the senate and house of
2 representatives shall receive six hundred dollars for
3 his services at the regular annual session, and one
4 dollar for every five miles’ travel once in each session,
5 from his place of abode to the place of the sitting of
6 the general court, to be paid as follows:—On the
7 first day of the session he shall receive his mileage;
8 on the first day of each month thereafter, he shall re-
-9 ceive four dollars a day, until the sum of six hundred

10 dollars shall have been paid him ; and, on the last day
11 of the session, he shall receive the balance due him.
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1 Sect. 2. At the close of each session of the execu-
-2 tive council, the lieutenant-governor and councillors
3 shall be paid as follows: —for attendance at the
4 regular session, held during the annual session of the
5 legislature, the lieutenant-governor twelve hundred
6 dollars, and each councillor six huudred dollars ; for
7 attendance at each subsequent session, the lieutenant-
-8 governor ten dollars a day, and each councillor five
9 dollars a day ; and for travel, once in each session,

10 one dollar for every five miles, from their several
11 places of abode.

1 Sect. 3. The chaplains of the senate and house
2 of representatives shall each receive an annual salary
3 of four hundred dollars, to be paid in monthly instal-
-4 ments on the first day of each month during the
5 session, at the rate of three dollars a day, and any re-
-6 maining balance on the last day of the session. The
7 preacher of the election sermon shall receive one
8 hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. The assistant-clerks of the senate and
2 house of representatives shall receive an annual salary
3 of seven hundred and fifty dollars each, which shall
4 be held to include compensation for additional ser-
-5 vices required in copying the journals of the two
6 houses.

1 Sect. 5. Each doorkeeper, assistant-doorkeeper,
2 and messenger of the senate and house shall receive
3 six hundred dollars, and each page of the senate and
4 house shall receive four hundred dollars, for all ser-
-5 vices required of them at the regular annual session of
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6 the legislature. Such sums shall be paid monthly,
7 at the rate of four dollars a day for each doorkeeper,
8 assistant-doorkeeper, and messenger, and three dollars
9 a day for each page, until said sums of six hundred,

10 and four hundred dollars have been paid; and, on
11 the last day of the session, he shall receive the balance
12 due him.

1 Sect. 6. Section two of chapter fourteen of the
2 General Statutes is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


