
HOUSE No. 34.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The undersigned memorialists, in behalf the Managers of the
Discharged Soldiers’ Home, respectfully represent that the com-
modious building in Springfield Street, which for the last seven
years has been occupied as a home for disabled soldiers, free of
rent, has been surrendered to the city government. The num-
ber of inmates has become gradually reduced, so that now they
have been carefully removed to another public building which the
city has generously granted for this purpose, situated in Boston
Highlands. It has been repaired and adapted to the comfort
and convenience of disabled soldiers, who may be either now
transferred or subsequently admitted there, under the direction
and control of the Managers of the Discharged Soldiers’ Home.
The location has many peculiar advantages, especially in sum-
mer, as there is a garden and shade trees on the premises, and
it comprises several acres of land. Under the stringent by-laws
of this institution, only disabled soldiers who can produce evi-
dence of an honorable discharge from the military service of the
United Slates will be admitted; and generally, only those who
have served in Massachusetts regiments. A number of the
former inmates of the Home have been transferred to the Na-
tional Soldiers’ Asylum at Togus Springs in Maine ; but the
legislative Resolve which provided for their transfer contained
the humane and just condition that no soldier who had served
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in a Massachusetts regiment, and who objected to be trans-
ferred to the above-named institution, should be required to go.
It is for this class especially that the continuance of the Home
is needed. The disabled soldiers now remaining in the Home
in Boston have earnestly implored that they shall not be exiled
from this State, in whoso service they have sacrificed their
health, and probably their lives. Either their relatives, friends,
or associations are in some part of Massachusetts, and if they
shall be transferred to a distant part of Maine to spend the rem-
nant of a life, which by disease is already precarious, and prob-
ably must be short, many would be too infirm to revisit their
friends or relatives, while their relatives in this State in most
cases would be too poor to bear their expenses of visiting, even
occasionally, the sick or perhaps the dying soldier. A removal
therefore to Maine, in many cases, would be practically a final
separation from friendly ties and associations, made doubly dear
to every one in the hours of lingering and wasting disease.
Such a course would not well accord with the promises made
in good faith to the soldier in the hour of enlistment, or with
the policy of the State, which has so liberally provided for the
families of the slain, and which gave so large a vole in favor of
equalization of bounties at an estimated cost of six millions of
dollars The soldiers now in the Home appeal to the Mana-
gers to be permitted to remain in that institution, and that they
may not be dispersed through different parts of the State, even
if they shall be allowed from the treasury a pittance from time
to time to eke out an existence under circumstances which in
all probability must in a great degree deprive them of the as-
siduous and kind ministrations so dear to the homeless invalid.
If placed at board in a family where the rate would be neces-
sarily low, is it reasonable to presume, in case of protracted
illness, the soldier, without the ties of relationship to protect
him, would receive the assiduous care and medical attendance
which he has enjoyed in the Home ? Such services as were
rendered on the battle-field, through the agencies of the Sani-
tary and Christian Commissions, the Managers and friends of
the Home in this city have, in a degree, extended to more than
three thousand five hundred of its inmates during the past
seven years. The Superintendent and Matron, with a few sub-
ordinates, have alone received pecuniary compensation. The
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invaluable and often arduous medical attentions have been gra-
tuitously rendered by able physicians. An association of ladies
has met at the Home weekly to make and to mend garments
for the soldiers ; and it may not be amiss to add, that they have
been so careful not to diminish the public appropriations, that
they have provided their own refreshments, and, on public oc-
casions, when a collation has been given, it has been supplied
gratuitously by the ladies connected with the institution. The
use of a building, which has been sold for fifty thousand dol-
lars, has been granted by the cityfor seven years past , free of
rent. It has been furnished chiefly by the special contributions
of our patriotic citizens and by religious societies. The city
continues to grant, free of cost to the Home

,
the use of another

of Us public buildings. Under such circumstances, it is diffi-
cult t conceive how the disabled soldiers can be supported at a
less cost, if it be done in a manner worthy of the honor and
faith of the State, and within the limits of her own territory.
The community have contributed more than twenty-five thou-
sand dollars to found this Home, and have also, since the last
appropriation by the State was exhausted, given a further con-
tribution amounting to over four thousand dollars to sustain it,
that the invaluable comforts of this institution might be con-
tinued to the suffering soldiers who may be entitled to a place
there, until the State, true to its own honor and its obligation
to the soldiers, shall make an appropriation specifically appli-
cable to a Soldiers’ Home on her own soil. Through the gen-
erous impulses of the public, a great fair, worthy of the ob-
ject, was held, to provide a home for the seamen of the Union
Navy. It resulted in the erection of a largo and appropriate
building in Quincy, at a cost of about $60,000 (including land),
in which are gathered at present about sixty seamen who so gal-
lantly sustained the national flag in the late war. A fund has
also been provided, the mere income of which is sufficient to
meet the current expenses of the National Sailors’ Homo.
With so liberal a provision for the seamen of the lonian Nary,
by the community, your petitioners venture to hope for a favor-
able response to the appeal of the soldiers of the Union Army
for a home in Massachusetts, when it can be done at a cost com-
paratively so small ? While the Managers will regard it as a
privilege as weii as a duty to continue their gratuitous services
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in the promotion of the objects of this invaluable institution,
they will cheerfully surrender their trust to others whenever it
shall please the donors, by whom they were appointed, to des-
ignate their successors, or the State, if they shall make ade-
quate appropriation, to appoint its own agents, who shall prop-
erly administer the affairs of the Home substantially on the
principle on which it has been founded. The city govern-
ment has nobly done its part, by granting so valuable and com-
fortable a building, free of rent

, besides bearing no inconsider-
able part of the taxes of the State, and thereby as a consequence
its full share of any State appropriations. May we not hope that
the State will continue to contribute cheerfully to this worthy
and patriotic object, on the ground of justice and good faith ?

The enthusiastic cheers which urged the soldiers to the defence
of the government and our homes have scarcely died away.
Shall we so soon forget the solicitude which weighed on every
heart, when our most sacred interests rested on the fidelity and
heroism of our defenders ? And now, when they with pallid
countenance make their pathetic appeal to us for the comforts
of a home near their friends and more familiar associations,
shall we ungratefully turn a deaf ear, and refuse the little aid
which will animate with fresh hopes and cheer the hearts of
these homeless and disabled men ? A neglect to repeat to the
public and to the legislature the soldiers’ appeal would be to
violate our own sense of obligation, and to dishonor the trust
originally confided to us by our benevolent and patriotic fellow-
citizens.

The number of inmates in the Home, which has been at one
time over one hundred, has become reduced to thirty at the pres-
ent time. With the rigid enforcement of the rules of admis-
sion, this number is liable to be increased by soldiers who, from
development of disease or disability originating during their
military service, can no longer earn a support, and who, unless
admitted to the Home, must either become paupers and a bur-
den to society, or be exiled from the State which they have
served.

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully ask for an appropri-
ation of twelve thousand dollars, from which amount the nec-
essary expenses of the Home shall be paid for the ensuing year.
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Any drafts of the officers of the Home to be drawn therefor,
to be subject to the approval of His Excellency the governor.

And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

EDWARD S. TOBEY,
H. P. KIDDER,
THOMAS RUSSELL,

Special Committee of Board of Managers.

R. C. WATERSON.
JULIUS. A. PALMER.
BENJAMIN BRADLEY.
Mrs. WILLIAM CLAFLIN.
Mrs. J. C. JOHNSON.
Mrs. JOHN WARE*
Mrs. E. R. MUDGE.

Boston, January 17th, 1870.
* By Mrs J. C. Johnson, as authorized.




