
HOUSE... .No. 45.

House of Representatives, February 2,1870.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the “Resolve*
making an appropriation for the completion of dwelling-
houses for the use of the officers of the State prison,” have
considered the same, and submit the following

ifoimnouuicrtlll) of illasomiiusctlo.

REPORT;

Chapter 99 of the Resolves of 1869 authorizes the expendi-
ture of a sum not exceeding forty thousand dollars for rebuild-
ing the workshops at the State prison. Subsequent to the pas-
sage of this Resolve a change was made in the plans for the
work, which change has resulted in affording all the increase of
accommodations needed for the present, at a cost of less than
ten thousand dollars; thus leaving an unexpended balance of
more than thirty thousand dollars.

Chapter 36 of the Resolves of 1869 authorized an expendi-
ture of twenty-five thousand dollars for the erection of twelve
dwelling-houses on the prison grounds for the use of the officers ;

said sum to be expended under the direction of the governor
and council. The inspectors of the prison, in their annual
report, state that the means thus provided are exhausted, and
that a further sum is needed “ for furnishing the blinds, paper-

• lieported by the Committee on Prieons.



2 Feb.RESOLVE

ing the wall, finishing the rooms in the basement, grading the
back yards and erecting a suitable fence around the same, or
for erecting a fence on a passage-way in the rear of the yards; ”

and they suggest “ that the sum of five thousand dollars be
transferred for this purpose from the unexpended balance of
the appropriation for the reconstruction of the workshops.”

It is manifestly for the interest of the Commonwealth that
the dwelling-houses should be properly completed, and the
Committee like the suggestion of the trustees to transfer the
requisite means from the unexpended balance of an appropria-
tion which will not be required for its original purpose.

The Resolve as referred to the Committee has the form of an
Appropriation Bill. In this respect it follows numerous prec-
edents. The Committee are of opinion that this practice
should not be continued ; that while on the one hand Appropri-
ation Bills should contain as little as practicable of the funda-
mental provisions of law, on the other hand the ordinary laws
and Resolves should not be converted into appropriations.

The Committee accordingly recommend that the Resolve be
passed in a new draft, herewith submitted.

Per order,

D. L, HARRIS,
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RESOLVE

Providing for the Completion of Twelve Dwelling-houses for
the use of the Officers of the State Prison.

Resolved, That in addition to the twenty-five thousand dol-
lars provided by chapter thirty-six of the resolves of the year
eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, for building twelve dwelling-
houses for the use of the officers of the state prison, the
governorand council are hereby authorized to expend a further
sum of five thousand dollars in completing said dwelling-
houses, grading the yards, -and in building necessary fences
around the same ; the money which may be appropriated for
this purpose to come out of the unexpended balance of the sum
heretofore provided for reconstructing workshops at the prison.

(teimonrucaltl) of ittaseacfjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Bight Hundred and Seventy.




