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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled.

The undersigned, State Directors of the Boston and Albany
Railroad, submit the following Report:

The year ending the 30th day of November, A. D. 1839, lias
been a profitable one for the stockholders, and more work has
been done, and greater advantages afforded to the public than
during any previous year.

The receipts of the road from all sources were . $3,796,455 82
An increase over the previous

year of $721,850 80
Deducting all expenses, 4,778,826 71

Leaves a net income of ....$2,018,129 11

From this amount was paid—
Interest on Stato Loan and ex-

change, .... $247,918 07
Contribution to Sinking fund, . 55,100 00
Two dividends of five per cent,

each, including government
tax, 1,648,842 08

Dividend and'government taxon
Pittsfield and North Adams
Road, 27,000 00

1,978,890 15
Surplus to contingent fund, . . . $39,238 96
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Surplus to contingent fund brought forward, $89,238 96

Surplus of contingent fund last
year, $1,717,056 21

Less payment to Great Western
Railroad and balance of gov-
ernment tax, . .

. 3,520 82
1,713,535 39

Value of contingent fund, Nov. 30, 1869,. $1,752,774 35

During the past year improvements have been made, impor-
tant both to the road and to the public.

Two bridges have been raised in and near Boston, and one
more will soon be raised, which will allow the use of higher and
more convenient passenger cars over the entire road.

Land has been purchased, and the widening of a single
bridge, soon to be completed, will give room for the building
of two additional tracks from the depot in Beacli Street, beyond
the city limits.

The title to the Grand Junction Railroad, and the land and
wharves connected with the same, has been perfected, and trains
are now running regularly over this road to East Boston, mak-
ing a connection between the Boston and Albany Railroad and
all other railroads entering the city of Boston.

At Bast Boston, the corporation own about thirty-three acres
of land and wharves, situated upon the deepest water in Boston
Harbor, where the foreign steamships now arrive, and passen-
gers and freight are transferred directly from the steamers to
cars upon the wharves, and carried to any part of the country,
—an advantage enjoyed by the city of Boston alone, over every
other port of entry in the country.

Upon the same property an elevator will soon be completed,
with a capacity of 850,000 bushels, by which grain can be
taken from the cars and placed upon vessels of the largest class
for export. These improvements have been made at a cost of
more than half a million dollars.

A new station-house has been built at Newton, and a very
large and convenient one at Pittsfield, affording accommoda-
tions to all the railroads connecting at that point.
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New mechanic shops are building at Allston, which, when
completed, will take the place of the present repair shops in
the city of Boston.

Several bridges have been built over the road, to avoid
dangerous crossings at grade.

Arrangements have been made for building a new iron bridge
across the Connecticut River at Springfield, which will com-
plete the double track between Boston and Albany ; and during
the coming season, the road will be improved by laying down a
large quantity of steel rails.

The corporation have purchased from the State fifty acres of
the flats upon the northerly shore of South Boston, to enlarge
their facilities for receiving freight.

No question is of more importance to the public than that of
cheap transportation upon our railroads, and your Directors
believe that slow trains for freight are the only means to attain
this object,—the wear and tear of rails and machinery being
just in proportion to the square of the velocity. But slow trains
cannot be run upon a road doing so large a business as the
Boston and Albany.

For this reason, your Directors think that the corporation
should at once obtain from the legislature authority to lay
down a third track the whole length of the road.

THOMAS F. PLUNKETT.
JONA. D. WHEELER.
AVERY PLUMER.
MOSES KIMBALL.
WILLIAM MIXTER.




