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House of Representatives. February 8, 1870.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition
of Mary Donnovan, widow of Dennis Donnovan alias Dennis
Regan, for State aid, have duly considered said petition, and
report the accompanying Resolve.

Per order,

E. P. BROWNELL.

(tounoraoealtl) of iHaosacljusctts.



2 [Eeb.RESOLVE.

Resolved, That for reasons set forth in the petition of Mary
Donnovan, there be allowed and paid to her from the first of
January of the present year, the same amount of state aid
that she would have been entitled to receive if the cause of the
death of her husband had been directly traceable to disease
contracted in the army.

(JEommonrocaltl) of iltassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.

RESOLVE

In favor of Mary Donnovan.
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House of Representatives, February 11,1870.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Resolve in
favor of Mary Donnovan, have considered the same and

The Acts of 1866 and 1867, “ providing State aid for disabled
soldiers and sailors, and for the families of the slain,” are liberal
in their provisions, and those provisions have been liberally con-
strued by those whose duty it is to administer them. Under
these Acts the treasurer of the Commonwealth has paid out
about six hundred and fifty thousand dollars a year for the last
two and a half years, and the probability is that this amount will
be somewhat increased for the present year, owing to the alarming
increase of retroactive payments under one of the- provisions of
the Act of 1867, to the effect that any person obtaining a pen-
sion from the United States after the passage of said Act shall,
upon application, be entitled to receive the same amount of aid
that he would have been entitled to receive, had said pension
been obtained prior to the time when the Act was passed. It is
well understood that the facility of obtaining pensions from the
United States is constantly increasing, and as our State aid
law, in its present shape, offers something in the nature of a
money bounty to those who obtain a pension, the opening for
business thus presented to a certain class of enterprising indi-
viduals does not pass unimproved. The result is that while on
one hand the amount paid out as State aid is diminishing by
reason of death, or marriage, or by the arrival of children at
the age of fourteen years (beyond which aid is not allowed) ;

on the other hand the amount required to pay up arrearages to
new applicants, who are only now obtaining pensions and be-
coming entitled under the law, to draw hack pay in large sums,
is so great as on the whole to require increased appropriations.
Ihe sum now annually paid for State aid, is about twice the
amount of our annual State tax prior to the year 1860.

REPORT:
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In the case of Mary Donnovan, the subject of the proposed
Resolve, it appears that the husband, Dermis Donnovan, having
lost a leg in the service, and being a pensioner of the United
States at the rate of fifteen dollars a month, was in the receipt
of fourteen dollars a month State aid, from June 6th, 1866,
until his death of pneumonia, April 27th, 1869.

The cause of his death not being traceable to injury sustained
or disease contracted in the service, the widow is not entitled
to pension money or to aid from the State. • The Resolve under
consideration proposes to allow her the “ same amount of state
aid that she would have been entitled to receive if the cause of
the death of her husband had been directly traceable to disease
contracted in the army.” The Committee are of opinion that the
passage of this Resolve would be a preliminary step towards the
opening of a very wide door to the treasury. It shadows forth
no less a proposition than the continuance of State aid to the
families of all disabled soldiers and sailors who, having been in
the enjoyment of a pension for life from the United States,
have died a natural death, from diseases in nowise resulting
from the service. No adequate reason can be assigned for the
adoption of such a policy. But unless this Resolve be rejected,
it will be followed by numerous applications from the families
of parties already dead, or who may die under similar circum-
stances, and the legislature may as well provide first as last for
this class of cases by statute, for it is not probable that inter-
ested agents will allow so rich a mine to be left unworked, if
the parties themselves should fail to work it.

In this connection, the Committee feel it incumbent on them
to call the attention of the House to the fact, that applications
of this class are too often suggested and promoted by outside
parties having an undue interest in the result. The noble con-
duct of Massachusetts, from the beginning of the war of the
rebellion to the present time, towards her soldiers and sailors
and towards the families of those who were slain or disabled in
the military service, has not failed to attract the attention of an
officious class of cent, per cent. men. Knowing the imperfec-
tions of our laws, and knowing how easily our sympathies are

wrought upon by the recital of individual cases of suffering,
they go about hunting up applicants for State aid, being moved
thereto by the enormous fees and commissions allowed by such
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applicants for their services and paid for out of the money we
so freely disburse.

The Committee have not inquired as to the circumstances of
the person to be benefited by the proposed Resolve. They do
not doubt, however, that she may stand in need of aid from the
public authorities, but they believe that the Commonwealth has
honorably discharged all its pecuniary obligations towards her-
self and her husband on account of his disabilities received in
the military service, by the “ aid ” already rendered him in the
support of his family during his natural life. Cases of the kind
under review may be provided for by cities and towns without
incurring any burden beyond what would have resulted from
the same death if the person had never been in the service.

The Committee are of opinion that the Resolve ought not to
pass.

Per order,

D. L. HARRIS.




