
HOUSE....No. IC3.

House op Representatives, March 10,1870.

Report Of The Committee on Elections. to whom was referred the peti-
tion of Henry T. Holmes of Chelsea, for the seat as a member
of the House from the thirteenth representative district of the
County of Suffolk, now held by Andrew L. Haskell, having
heard the petitioner and the sitting member, and having fully
considered the matter, report as follows:

The first claim of the petitioner is, that one ballot cast at
the election referred to in the petition, having the name of
H. T. Holmes upon it, was not counted as a vote for him by
the clerks whose duty it was to ascertain what persons were
elected representatives from said district, when the same ought
to have been so counted.

The Committee are satisfied from the evidence that this vote
was intended for the petitioner, and should have been counted
for him. If so counted, it would make the vote in the district
a tie as between the claimant and the sitting member.

The second claim is, that one ballot having the name of the
petitioner in full upon it, was improperly and illegally rejected
by the warden and inspectors of Ward Four, in Chelsea, a part
of said district.

The rejected ballot was produced and identified before the
Committee, and found not to contain the name of tho petitioner
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upon it, but to have the name of tlio sitting member thereon.
So that, whether this vote is counted or not, it appears that the
petitioner did not receive a plurality of the votes cast at said
election, and was not, therefore, elected, or entitled to the seat.

On a re count of the ballot, as prayed for in the petition, it
was found that there was an error in the return of the whole
number of votes cast in said Ward Four, and that the actual
whole number of ballots cast agreed with the number of checks
on the voting list.

For the above reasons, the Committee recommend that the
petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Per order,

C. H. MERRIAM.






