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In accordance with the provisions of the constitution of the
Commonwealth, the people of Arlington, Lexington, Bedford,
Billerica, and of other towns have assembled together “ to con-
sult for the common good,” and to “ petition of the legislature
redress of the grievances they suffer.”

They are the more strongly impelled to this action because
they believe that in a conflict of private interests, the public
interests of their localities are in danger of being sacrificed and
their prosperity seriously affected and retarded.

They therefore pray of the honorable legislature a calm and
dispassionate review of their circumstances and wants, and
such action upon their prayer as public justice shall seem
clearly to demand.

The absolute essentiality of railroad communications to the
growth and prosperity of any interior locality is now generally
conceded. The importance of efficiency and economical con-
venience in connection with such communication can only be
properly known and appreciated by those who, like the people
here assembled, have been exposed to the opposite mode of
action for the past quarter of a century. To this situation the
attention of the honorable legislature is most earnestly
requested.

(foinmonnwaltl) of itlasoocljusctte.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.
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In 1845 a charter was obtained for the West Cambridge
(Arlington) and Lexington Railroad, extending from Lexing-
ton to the Fitchburg Railroad in West Cambridge, a distance
of about seven miles.

The road was constructed in 1846. It cost about $250,000,
and the funds for its construction were furnished mainly by
the people on the line of the road. In a financial point of view,
the road was for years a substantial failure. About one-half of
the funds necessary for its construction were derived from stock
subscriptions, and the remainder from bonds which were sub-
sequently exchanged for preferred stock. Its point of junction
with the Fitchburg road is about four miles from Boston, and
from its early existence controversies as to the terms of con-
nection with that road have been constant, resulting in various
forms of dilatory, irritating and expensive litigation.

The effect of the existence of two conflicting interests in the
operation of eleven miles of road has been constantly manifest
in the number and character of the trains, and the rates to
which the public have been subjected.

The result of this condition of things is palpably visible in
the retarded growth and prosperity of the attractive localities
upon the line of the Lexington and Arlington road as compared
with any other localities, equidistant from Boston.

For years the people have most earnestly urged that this
clog upon their prosperity might be removed. They have
labored to induce the Fitchburg road to purchase the branch,
and thus take away this ruinous conflict of interests.

Their labors have been in vain. Their representations have
been met with the official suggestion that the branch would not
pay for operation, and that the best course would be to remove
the rails. For twenty-four years (from 1845) the legal right
of the Fitchburg road to purchase the branch existed, and for
twenty-four years the Fitchburg road deliberately refused to
avail itself of this right.

At the time of that application a survey of the route (about
2|- miles long) from Arlington to the Lowell road had been
made, and the profile was then presented to the legislature.

In 1864, with the view to obtaining relief, application was
made to the legislature for the right to sell the Lexington and
Arlington road to any railroad corporation.
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The Fitchburg road opposed the application to the extent of
its ability, but the legislature granted it.

Under the right thus granted, the Boston and Lowell road
purchased the Lexington and Arlington Branch. By building
the two and a half miles a new route is furnished from Lex-
ington and Arlington to Boston without division or conflict of
interests, somewhat nearer than the present route.

The Boston and Lowell road stand ready to construct this
connection, and thus relieve our most urgent necessities, and
we most ardently desire to avail ourselves of the present con-
dition of things, so that such relief may be rendered.

The consequences to either of these large and prosperous
corporations, of the grant, or refusal, of this right of connec-
tion, is very insignificant. To us the consequences are very
serious, affecting both our daily comfort and the value and use-
fulness of our property ; and we most earnestly hope that in
the smoke of a legislative fight, between two powerful railroad
corporations, the legislature may not be blinded to the just
rights and interests of the public.

We, therefore, most respectfully petition, that the wrongs
and grievances of the people of Arlington, Lexington, Bedford,
Billerica, and other towns, here represented, may receive the
careful and impartial consideration of the legislature.

Resolved,
That the interests of the people of Arlington,

Lexington, Bedford, and Billerica, imperatively require the
construction of a connecting railroad, between Arlington and
the line of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation, thus
affording to us railroad communication with Boston, without
division or conflict of interest.

Resolved
,

That a committee of eleven citizens be appointed
to present these resolutions, with the petition and memorial
herewith submitted, signed by the officers of this meeting, to
the legislature, and that said committee be instructed to urge
upon the attention of the legislature the exigency and justice
of our request, and the unanimity of public sentiment from
which it emanates, and especially that said committee be in-

In the existing controversy between the Fitchburg and the
Boston and Lowell roads we have no interest.
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structed to see to it that our vital interests are not lost sight
of in a heated and prejudiced controversy between two railroad
corporations.

JOHN FIELD,

Committee.

Arlington, March 28, 1870.
I hereby certify that at a mass meeting of the citizens of the towns of Bed-

ford, Lexington and Arlington, together with a portion of the town of Somer-
ville and city of Cambridge, interested in the construction of a railroad to
connect the Arlington and Lexington Railroad with the Lowell Railroad,
held at the Town Hall in Arlington, Tuesday evening, March 22, this address
and the accompanying resolutions were unanimously adopted; also a commit-
tee of eleven citizens of these different towns, whose signatures are hereunto
given, were unanimously chosen to present this address and resolutions to the
honorable legislature.

Attest:
GEO. Y. WELLINGTON,

Secretary of said Meeting.

CHARLES HUDSON,
JOS. N. BREWER,
P. W. CHAMBERLAIN,
THOS. B. HOSMER,
WM. E. PARMENTER,
S. P. WOOD BRIDGE,
J. S. POTTER,
CHAS. POWERS,
E. C. PURDY,
GEO. W. PARK,


