
HOUSE No. 254.

House op Representatives, March 81, 1870.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred the Order
looking to a consolidation of the Harbor Commission and
the Commission on Public Lands, and also a communication
from the treasurer relative to the cost of said commissions,
have considered the same and

The present board of harbor commissioners, consisting of five
members, and established in the year 1860, was preceded by
what was termed a commission on the harbor and flats, whose
service terminated in 1866.

The annual cost of these commissions appears to have been:

In 1863, 15,279 03
1861, 2,470 20
1865, 938 67
1866, 4,877 40
1867, 9,843 71
1868, 9,037 87
1869, 9,585 76

An appropriation of $12,000 is asked for to meet the expense,
of the present year.

The commission on the public lands dates back its origin to
the year 1852. It has three members ; its duties consist chiefly

(Eommonrocaitl) of illassadjusctts.
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in the filling up, care and disposal of lands belonging to the
Commonwealth in the Back Bay. Its expenses the last eight
years, have been as follows : viz.,—

In 1862, 11,693 13
1863, 3,607 02
1864, 3,400 77
1865, ........ 3,549 17
1866, 3,789 32
1867, 3,827 55
1868, 8,644 10
1869, 3,644 10

Total amount, $27,155 16
Being an annual average of,. . . . . $3,394 39

The question submitted to the committee is twofold:
Ist, Can the duties now performed by the two commissions be
more properly performed under the direction of one board ?

2d, Can they be so performed at less expense to the Common-
wealth ? Were a decision of the question to be based upon the
limited amount of information before the Committee, they would
feel constrained to recommend a consolidation as proposed. It
is manifest, however, that the subject should receive the broad-
est consideration. There may be facilities for getting informa-
tion, which are known to the harbor committee, and which if
availed of, would enable them to judge more intelligently than
we can do in the present state of our knowledge.

The Committee accordingly asks to be excused from a further
consideration ol the subject, and that this Report be sent to the
Harbor Committee.

Per order,

D. L. HARRIS.






