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House op Representatives, March 31, 1870.

The Joint Special Committee on Female Suffrage, to whom
was referred the petitions and remonstrance on that subject,
having duly considered the same, report that, while they vary
in their opinions on the expediency of altering or amending the
constitution or laws in relation to the rights of women to vote,
yet, all believing it to be a question which should be submitted
to the people for their consideration and action, and also believ-
ing that the result of such a submission would be the most
speedy and effectual method of allaying the present excitement
and agitation, concur in reporting that /the accompanying
Resolve ought to pass.

P. A. HOBART.
GEO. W. JOHNSON.
DANIEL GALE.
H. A. PRATT.
H. A. LORD.

(Hmnmomomltl} of iftassadjusctts.
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RESOLVE
Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution to secure the

elective franchise, and the right to hold office, to Women, in
this Commonwealth.

Resolved, By both houses, the same being agreed to by a
majority of the senators, and two-thirds of the members of the
house of representatives present and voting thereon, that it is
expedient to alter the constitution of this Commonwealth by
adopting the subjoined article of amendment, and that the
same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the journals of both
houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to
the general court next to be chosen, and that the same be
published, to the end that, if agreed to by the general court
next to be chosen, in the manner provided in the constitution,
it may be submitted to the people for their approval and ratifi-
cation, in order that it may become a part of the constitution
of the Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment,

1 The word male is hereby stricken from the third
2 article of the amendments of the constitution. Here-
-3 after, women of this Commonwealth shall have the
4 right of voting at elections, and shall be eligible to
5 office upon the same terms, conditions and qualifica-
-6 tions, and subject to the same restrictions and disabili-
-7 ties as male citizens of this Commonwealth now are,
8 and no others.

Commomocaltl) oi iHaosacl)iioctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.
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The undersigned members of the Joint Special Committee
to whom was referred the petition of Mrs. Rachel S. Howland,
an approved preacher of the Society of Friends, president of
the Young Women’s Christian Association, and a large number
of other ladies of New Bedford, among whom are the presidents
of the City Mission Society, Ladies’ Branch of the Port Society,
Women’s Reform and Relief Association, Dorcas Society, As-
sociation for the Relief of Aged Women, ex-president of the
Orphans’ Home, and secretaries of the same, as well as a large
number of the directors and managers of these institutions.
Also gentlemen petitioners of this city, embracing the leading
business, literary, scientific and professional gentlemen, several
ex-judges, and one of the judges of our superior court; as well
as petitions from most of our cities and large towns in the
State, signed by thousands of ladies and gentlemen of the same
high social, moral, religious, philanthropic and patriotic charac-
ter, asking that women in this Commonwealth may be restored
to the right of suffrage.

With one solitary remonstrance against it, signed by Mrs.
Austin Rice of Conway, and one hundred and fifteen other
ladies, submit this additional Report:—

The Committee gave one public hearing in this chamber,
when a large number of the members of the senate and house
of representatives, together with as many other citizens as could
gain admittance into the galleries and upon this floor, were ad
dressed by Rev. Rowland Connor, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison, Rev. Gilbert Haven and Mrs. Mary A.
Livermore of Boston, who presented and discussed the subject
in an able, masterly and convincing manner for several hours, to
the apparent gratification and edification of those thusassembled.

tHommomocalti) of MassatljumSs.

MINORITY REPORT.
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The last named lady claimed, that by the provisions of the
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
women clearly had the right to vote, the constitution and laws
of the States to the contrary notwithstanding.

And that it was only a question of time, simply necessary to
take the question up to the supreme court of the United States
to obtain a decree in that direction. The undersigned are of
the same opinion.

The provisions relied upon in the fourteenth amendment are
in these words :

“ All persons born or naturalized in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States, and of the State wherein they reside. No State
shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States.”

Therefore we recommend that the legislature of this Com-
monwealth will promptly take measures to have her constitution
and laws in full harmony with the constitution of the United
States.

In this age of progress and improvement, Massachusetts can-
not afford to stand still, but should move steadily forward; she
cannot be the first government under our United States consti-
tution to inaugurate woman suffrage. The territory of Wyo-
ming, in the direction from us of the setting sun, has already
done that, and Colorado came within a single vote of doing the
same thing.

Minnesota by her legislature has taken steps in the same direc-
tion, and submitted the question to her citizens.

Across the waters in the opposite direction, in England last
year, some four thousand petitions with some eight hundred
thousand names were presented to parliament (according to
English journals) asking for women suffrage, and it was promply
accorded in the election of all muncipal officers. It is but a
single step for them in the same direction, to enable them to
vote for members of parliament. Clearly it is only a question
of time with us ; sooner or later it will be the prevailing prac-
tice in our country, and will it not be wise in us at this time to
acknowledge the situation and take action accordingly, as com-
ing events cast their shadows before them.

A republican form of government means a government of
the whole people ; and in the experiment we are now trying,
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we should omit no force that can add to the stability of the
fabric, at whatever cost of temporary inconvenience. We do
not claim the inalienable right of suffrage for manhood or wo-
manhood ; but we claim that the giving of the ballot to women,
on equal terms with men, will be an element of strength to the
body politic. We think that the influence of women, actively
exerted, will purify politics, as it has literature and art within
the few years she has had more than an exceptional part in
them.

As a nation rises in the scale of liberty and intelligence, it
will be found that women hold a higher position in all that re-
lates to the noble elements of nature in comparison. The
more they are trusted, the more they have shown that they
deserved the trust. The higher the task given them to do, the
better they have shown themselves capable of doing it. When
so great a share of political action is influenced by women indi-
rectly, there can be little harm in giving them a direct influ-
ence. Those who think that tyranny is better than partnership
will not agree ; but those who look with unprejudiced eyes
upon the women of Massachusetts, will hardly say that they are
unfited in intelligence and morality for the exercise of the right
of suffrage. The number of the petitions received shows the
large number that desire it, and their names are as high in the
social and intellectual scale as can be found in the laud. It is
not right to say to them, you shall not have the right, because
in our opinion a majority of the women in the State are not
anxious to have it, unless there are some other reasons. The
law compels neither men nor women to vote. It perhaps
would not be wise if it did. We sincerely believe that by the
time the amendment should have passed the necessary time to
become a part of the Constitution of Massachusetts and the law
of the people, that a great majority of the women of the State
will be waiting anxiously to receive it. And therefore we
recommend the passage of the amendment during the present
session, and hope that Massachusetts, as she has led the van in
all the other reforms, will be first in the family of States in this
also.

RODNEY FRENCH.
ALFRED M. WILLIAMS.








