
HOUSE.... No. 293.

House op Representatives, March 80, 1870.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the
Order of the legislature to consider the expediency of printing
a report of the birds of New England and their agricultural
value, report the accompanying Resolves.

Per order,

J. W. JENKINS.

Commomocaitl) of iltassacljusctts.



2 [Apr.BIRDS OP NEW ENGLAND.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.

RESOLVES
For printing a Report on the Birds of New England and their

Agricultural Value.

Resolved, That the secretary of the board of agriculture be,
and he is hereby authorized to obtain from Edward A. Samuels
the right to print an edition of no more than fifteen hundred
copies of his work on the birds of New England.

Resolved, That the secretary of the board of agriculture
cause the above authorized number of copies of said work to
be printed as soon as may be, with such additions as may be
necessary.

Resolved, That of this edition there be presented to each
of the incorporated agricultural societies receiving the bounty
of the state, and to each of the incorporated horticultural
societies of the state, ten copies, to be awarded as premiums
by those societies; that fifty copies be placed at the disposal of
the governor and council for such gi’atuitous disposition as
they may think proper ; that fifty copies be placed at the dis-
posal of the secretary of the board of agriculture; that each
town and city within the Commonwealth shall have one copy,
to be placed in its public library, and that each member of the
present legislature shall receive one copy; also each officer and
reporter, and each of the trustees of the state library shall re-
ceive one copy; and that the remainder of this edition shall
be left at the control of the legislature.

Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dollars be allowed
and paid for the purchase of the right to print said edition, and
for the publication of the same, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the foregoing resolves.

(JTommomumltl) of ittassncljusctts.
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House of Repeesentatites, April 15,1870.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Resolves
providing for the printing of a Report of the Birds of New
England, have considered the same, and

That while they are of opinion that the book in question
contains valuable information, which it is desirable to place
within easy reach of the agricultural portions of the commu-
nity, they cannot approve of the plan of having its publication
undertaken by the Commonwealth. Our recent experience in
connection with the reprinting of a book called Gould’s Inver-
tebrata has been such as to discourage any new enterprises of
the kind. A brief glance at the history of this undertaking
may not be out of place in this connection. In his annual
message to the legislature of 1865, Governor Andrew said of
Dr. Gould’s book, originally published in 1841, that “ its au-
thor, during the long interval since its publication, has been
constantly perfecting it by his observations and collections, and
has completed the work of Us revision. If the Commonwealth
will reprint the work in its improved form, requiring a sum not
exceeding $4,000, he will freely contribute the labor of super-
intending the publication, as well as that already devoted to its
preparation.” The legislature of 1865 . accordingly passed a
Resolve appropriating a sum not exceeding 14,000 for this
purpose.

The legislature of 1867 re-affirmed the Resolve of 186.
In 1868, the governor informed the legislature that “ an'

additional appropriation of $4,000 will be necessary to bring
out the work in a style creditable to the State,” and that sum
was accordingly provided.

£ommomuealtl) of iHassadjusctts.
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The legislature of 1869 found it necessary to appropriate an
additional sum of 17,000 to complete the herculean labor.
Now that the books have finally been delivered, the present
legislature is asked for a still further appropriation to settle the
balance of the unpaid bills. When this shall have been
granted, the total payments will amount to 115,186.29, or
$12.66 per volume, in place of $4,000, or $3.33 per volume, as
represented when the first appropriation was authorized.

With a view to save the Commonwealth from a similar expe-
rience with the work entitled the Birds of New England, the
Committee suggest, that whatever number of books it is deemed
best to have shall be purchased at a fixed price per volume,
payable on delivery. They accordingly report back the Re-
solve in a new draft, with a suggestion, that if passed the result
will be an expenditure of $2,500.

Per order,

A. W. BEARD.
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CoimmnuDcaltl) of ittaooadjusctte.

RESOLVE

For purchasing Samuels’ Report on the Birds of New England.

Resolved, That the secretary of the board of agriculture be,
and he is hereby authorized to purchase, from Edward A.
Samuels, eight hundred and thirty-three copies of the new edition
of his work on the birds of New England, paying therefor three
dollars per volume ; and that said books be distributed as fol-
lows, viz.: to each of the incorporated agricultural, and to
each of the incorporated horticultural societies of the state, ten
copies, to be by them awarded as premiums; to each of the
incorporated libraries of the state, one copy; to each town and
city of the Commonwealth, one copy; and the remainder to be
at the disposal of the secretary of the board of agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.








