
PIOUSE No. 310.

House of Representatives, March 19, 1870.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the petition of the Worcester Lunatic Asylum, for
authority to purchase lands, &c., have considered the same, and
report the accompanying Bill.

Per order of Committee,

E. H. KELLOGG.
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AN ACT
To provide for the purchase of land, and the erection of

a State Lunatic Hospital, in the place of the present
State Lunatic Hospital in Worcester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The trustees of the state lunatic hospi-
-2 tal are authorized and empowered to purchase in the
3 city of Worcester, lands for a site for a new lunatic
4 hospital, to take the place of the present lunatic
5 hospital in that city, and to erect thereon suitable
6 buildings, sufficient to accommodate four hundred
7 lunatic patients, and a superintendent, steward, assist-
-8 ant physicians and their families, and all necessary
9 subordinate officers and attendants; and the said

10 trustees shall have power to make all contracts, and
11 employ all agents necessary to carry into effect the
12 powers herein before given : provided, that the whole
13 amount to be expended for the purposes aforesaid*
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14 shall not exceed the sura of five hundred and seventy-
-15 five thousand dollars. And the said trustees shall
16 present all their accounts to the auditor, to be by him
17 audited and allowed, from time to time, as he shall
18 deem proper.

1 Sect. 2. In order to defray the price of such land
2 as may be purchased under the provisions of the pre-
-3 ceding section, and for improving the same, and com-
-4 mencing the erection of the new hospital buildings
5 thereon, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars is
6 hereby appropriated to be paid out of the treasury of
7 the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. The said trustees are hereby authorized,
2 and empowered, from time to time, to sell and convey
3 in fee simple, with such covenants of title on the part
4 of the Commonwealth, as such trustees may think fit,
5 all the real estate of every description, now owned by
6 the Commonwealth in the city of Worcester, in such
7 parcels, for such prices, and on such terms and condi-
-8 tions, for cash or on credit, as said trustees may think
9 expedient; and all moneys, notes, mortgages and

10 securities, the proceeds of the sales of such real
11 estate, shall be paid over and delivered to the treas-
-12 urer of the Commonwealth, who shall keep an ac-
-13 count of all moneys received from such trustees, and
14 from such notes and securities, and of all moneys
15 paid for the purchase of lands, and erecting a new
16 hospital, and all the proceeds of the said real estate,
17 as far as needed, may he paid out by the said treas-
-18 urer, for the erection of the new hospital buildings in
19 Worcester, and furnishing the same.
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House of Representatives, April 21, 1870.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill to
provide a new State Hospital at Worcester,

The present site of the Worcester Lunatic Hospital buildings
was formerly in a comparatively retired locality. The growth
of the city has been rapid in this direction, and the surround-
ings of the hospital have become such as to render it an unfit
location for the most successful treatment of the insane. In
fact, the institution, as nowdocated, may be said to stand in the
way of the growth of the city.

The buildings are too limited for the present number of pa-
tients, and in some respects, the accommodations are inferior to
those furnished at similar institutions of more recent establish-
ment. The trustees, and other gentlemen especially interested
in the hospital, represent that the lands now held and occupied in
connection therewith are fully equal in value to the cost of a new
site better adapted to its purposes and the erection thereon of new
buildings, with all modern improvements, of a capacity for one
hundred additional patients. They appear to have confidence
that, if the legislature will authorize an advance of $lOO,OOO
from the treasury,—about one-half to be expended in procur-
ing a new site, and the balance in meeting the preliminary
expenses of building—they will afterwards be able to realize
sufficient funds from the sale, from time to time, of portions of
the lands now belonging to the institution to meet the balance
of necessary expenditures and ultimately repay the money

(Commomocaltl) of iitassacljuscte.

REPORT:



51870.] HOUSE—No. 810

advanced. They state the probable cost of a new site and new
buildings, completed and furnished, at •1575,000.

If the House shall determine that it is expedient to authorize
the construction of a new lunatic hospital, as proposed by the
bill under consideration, the Committee are of opinion that the
trustees should have power to take the necessary lands other-
wise than by purchase. The Committee further propose that
the money now advanced from the treasury be considered as in
the nature of a loan, to be repaid out of the proceeds of sales of
land.

They accordingly return the bill in a new draft

Per order,

D. L. HARRIS.
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AN ACT

To provide for the purchase of land and the erection of
a State Lunatic Hospital in place of the present State
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The trustees of the state lunatic hospital
2 at Worcester are hereby authorized and empowered
3 to take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, in the
4 city of Worcester, suitable real estate for a site for a
5 new lunatic hospital in that city, and to erect thereon
6 suitable buildings, sufficient to accommodate four
7 hundred lunatic patients, with a superintendent, stew-
-8 ard, assistant physicians, and their several families,
9 and all necessary subordinate officers and attendents.

10 The said trustees shall have power to make all con-
-11 tracts and employ all agents necessary to carry into
12 effect the powers herein conferred : provided , however,
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13 that the whole amount to be expended for the pur-
-14 poses aforesaid shall not exceed the sum of five hun-
-15 dred and sevent)-five thousand dollars. The said
16 trustees shall present all their accounts to the auditor
17 for examination and approval.

1 Sect. 2. To meet the payments for such land as
2 may be purchased or taken under the provisions of
3 the preceding section, and for improving the same
4 and commencing the erection of the new hospital
5 buildings thereon, a sum not exceeding one hundred
6 thousand dollars shall be allowed and paid out of the
7 treasury of the Commonwealth, which sum shall be
8 repaid from the proceeds of the sales of land, con-
-9 nected with the present hospital, to be made by the

10 said trustees as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 3. Said trustees shall be liable to pay all
2 damages sustained by any persons, in their property,

*3 by the taking of any real estate for the purpose afore-
-4 said. If any person who shall sustain damage, as
5 aforesaid, cannot agree with said trustees upon the
6 amount of said damages, he may have them assessed
7 and paid in the same manner as is provided by law
8 with respect to land taken for highways.

1 Sect. 4. Said trustees are hereby authorized and
2 empowered, from time to time, to sell and convey in
3 fee simple all the real estate of every description now
4 owned by the Commonwealth in connection with the
5 lunatic hospital at Worcester, in such parcels, for
6 such prices, on such terms and conditions of pay-
-7 ment, and with such covenants of title, on the part of
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8 the Commonwealth, as they may deem proper. All
9 deeds of conveyance of said real estate shall be

10 signed by not less than three-fourths of the trustees;
11 and all moneys, notes, mortgages and securities, the
12 proceeds of the sales of said real estate, shall be paid
13 over and delivered to the treasurer of the Common-
-14 wealth, who shall keep a separate account of the
15 same; and from the fund thereby created the treas-
-16 urer shall, from time to time, pay such bills as may
17 be contracted by the trustees and approved by the
18 auditor of .accounts, in the purchase of lands for the
19 site of a new lunatic hospital and in the erection of
20 hospital buildings, and in furnishing the same.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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