
HOUSE.... No. 311.

[Mr. Willson, of Charlestown, moves to substitute the Bill for the Report, on
the petition of Aurora H. C. Phelps, and others.]

AN ACT
Granting a Garden Homestead, Industrial and Educa-

tional Aid Loan to Working-women resident in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Sect. 1. Be it enacted that the sum of one thou-
-2 sand dollars is hereby appropriated to purchase lands,
3 erect houses and put into successful operation one or
4 more garden homestead settlements ofworking-women
5 in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and suitably

CommoniDcaltt) of iltassadjusetto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :
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6 to aid the residents thereof in obtaining a good, skilled,
7 industrial and common-school education, with steady
8 remunerative employment; provided, the petitioners
9 raise the sum of fifty thousand dollars within six

10 months.

1 Sect. 2. One settlement, containing not less than
2 fifty homesteads, shall, within ninety days after the
3 expiration of the said six months, be located and built
4 on some railroad line not exceeding ten miles from
6 Boston; and such settlement shall be located beside
6 the railway line, and in the neighborhood which
7 offers lands, and passenger and freight transit to the
8 residents upon the lowest and best terms.

1 Sect. 3. A general superintendent and four
2 commissioners shall be appointed by the general
3 court, under the title of the Working-women’s Indus-
-4 trial Commission, who shall select the land for such
5 settlement, or settlements, erect public buildings and
6 dwelling-houses thereon,and exercise a general super-
-7 vision over the local officers and residents of such
8 settlements. *

1 Sect. 4. In or near the central part of the village,
2 a plat of ground, containing not less than fifteen acres,
3 shall be kept as public property; one-third shall be
4 devoted to public buildings, on which a chapel, school,
5 sales-depot and work-rooms shall be erected; one-
-6 third shall be a horticultural garden, for the practical
7 agricultural education of the residents and pupils in
8 the industrial school; and one-third shall be a public
9 park and flower-garden.
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1 Sect. 5. The village shall be laid out in lots of
2 one to three acres each, with good roads, sidewalks,
3 and a lane not less than six feet wide separating
4 each homestead from those adjacent. No lot shall
5 ever be divided, leased or sold in such manner that
6 any part shall contain less than one acre. One house
7 only shall be erected on one lot. Each house erected
8 by the commission shall be eighteen feet square, on
9 the ground plan, eight feet between joists, twelve feet

10 upright, and steep roof, with a cellar, bath and cistern.
11 The chimneys, stairways, and so forth, shall be on the
12 north side of the building, which shall be as cheap as
13 possible, but safe, comfortable and healthy.

1 Sect. 6. The general court shall appoint in each
2 town and city in the state one woman resident thereof
3 as assistant commissioner, who shall ascertain as near
4 as may be, the number and names of all persons in
5 their town or city employing, or desirous of employ-
-6 ing women-workers; and also of all women desiring
7 to obtain work, instruction or homesteads, by the com-
-8 mission ; and report to the commissioners the number
9 of all applicants for homesteads, workers or work,

10 with the kind of workers or work desired.

1 Sect. 7. The general court shall appoint in each
2 homestead settlement three residents thereof as village
3 inspectors, who shall arrange for the cultivation of
4 each garden during the first two years after its pur-
-5 chase, if the purchaser be not able to do so, and in her
6 absence they shall have a general oversight and care
7 of the premises. They shall see that the homesteads
8 are hedged with purple willow, mulberry or barberry.
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9 They shall see that some meeting or school be held
10 each evening, which shall be free to all residents.
11 They shall have the general charge of all schools and
12 meetings in the settlement, and appoint teachers and
13 speakers therefor. They shall cause to be instructed
14 any resident woman, child or minor, in any skilled
15 labor and common-school knowledge which she or he
16 may need and desire. All minors under sixteen years
17 of age shall daily attend the primary or grammer
18 school from nine to twelve in the forenoon, and the
19 industrial school from one to four in the afternoon,
20 Sundays and holidays excepted, unless absent by
21 reason of sickness. No woman shall be employed
22 as a teacher who is not eligible therefor by the
23 general school statutes; and the teaching given shall
24 be as nearly as possible in accordance therewith.

�

1 Sect. 8. The female residents of the village, aged
2 sixteen years and upward, shall elect biennially, by
3 ballot, three of their number, to serve the ensuing
4 two years as student physicians, nurses and medical
5 lecturers. Vacancies shall be filled by a special elec-
-6 tion called therefor.

1 Sect. 9. All officers and homestead occupants
2 shall keep full accounts of all their business, which
3 shall be open for the inspection of any woman, or
4 town or state officer. The pay of any officer, teacher
5 or clerk, shall not be less than one nor more than
6 six dollars a day. The appointed officers may be
7 changed at the pleasure of the general court. The
8 governor shall have power to fill any vacancy oc-
-9 curring when the general court is not in session.
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1 Sect. 10. Any woman who is wife, mother, sister
2 or child of a union soldier, and who is sixteen years
3 old or upwards, may purchase a homestead under
4 this act, by applying to the assistant commissioners
5 in writing therefor, stating name, age, where born
6 and now residing, spinster, wife or widow, and the
7 homesteads shall be allotted to them in the order of
8 their application. Each applicant must bind herself
9 to take, in person or by proxy, all reasonable care of

10 the homestead, and all property thereon; to culti-
-11 vate the soil; allow no opium, tobacco or intoxicating
12 liquors to be sold or drank or used on her premises,
13 unless such sale or use be in case of sickness, author-
-14 ized and prescribed by the inspectors and physicians ;

15 attend, with her family, one village Sunday meeting,
16 one industrial and one common-school session each
17 week, unless sick or absent from the village; be civil
18 and kind to all; respect and maintain every person’s
19 right to property, labor, land, education, free thought,
20 speech and action, as equal with her own; by all
21 means in her power dissuade the use of opium, alcohol
22 and tobacco, except as medicines or in the arts; pre-
-23 vent any cruel treatment of any person, child or
24 dumb animal in the settlement or vicinity; on and
25 after the third year of her ownership of the place, to
26 pay on her indebtedness therefor six per cent, interest,
27 and one per cent, of the principal of her debt yearly ;

28 share equally with the state the profit on all articles
29 raised or made on her premises, and until he*r debt to
30 the state is liquidated, to pay one-half her share of
31 profit thereon; and to report to the proper officers
32 any violation of these rules which may come to her
33 knowledge.
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1 Sect. 11. Any woman offending against these
2 rules shall be tried by a jury of her peers, in open
3 court, held by the judge of the district in which her
4 home is situated. Penalties may be reprimands, fines,
5 transferance to another village homestead, or expul-
-6 sion. In case of inability to pay the yearly interest
7 and principal, the commissioners shall have power to
8 extend the time. No purchaser or occupant of a
9 homestead shall be thereby under any obligation to

10 receive work of the state, nor in any manner be de-
-11 barred from her present liberty. Male persons board-
-12 ing or residing in the settlement with wives, kindred,
13 house-owners or employers, shall not therefore lose
14 any right of franchise in the town or county in which
15 such residence is situated.

1 Sect. 12. Within ninety days from the time the
2 settlement is located, a sales-depot shall be established
3 in Boston, and in the homestead village, under the
4 control of the commission, having branches in each
5 city or town in the state where working-women re-
-6 side in any considerable number. The clerks in
7 charge of the sales-depots shall keep and report to
8 the commission a full record of all applicants for
9 work, or workers, work given out, returned, and paid

10 for, sales made, etc. They shall have power to fur-
-11 nish raw material for work to any poor woman tem-
-12 porarily out of employment applying therefor, whether
13 such woman has or has not made application for a
14 homestead. Women not owning homesteads shall
15 be paid for their work the usual price paid by other
16 employers for the same labor; and for any person so
17 employed by the commission, eight hours shall be a
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18 legal day’s work, and all contracts for building, or

19 other settlement labor, shall be so based.

1 Sect. 13. When a woman residing in the settle-
-2 ment applies for work, the clerk shall debit her with
3 the cost only of the material furnished her. When
4 she returns the made-up goods, the clerk shall ad-
-5 vance to her one-eighth of the estimated profit on her
6 work, and full credits shall be given, and the balance,
7 if any, of her share of the profit paid to her in gold,
8 or its equivalent, when the work is sold. Attendance
9 on the schools or meetings in the village shall be

10 counted and paid as any other work performed. The
11 general average of woman’s wages in the vicinity
12 shall be the rule of wages in the settlement ; but six
13 hours shall be a legal day’s work for any female re-
-14 siding in the village. One-fourth of the wages nom-
-15 inally given to any officer named herein, shall be
16 reserved by the state, and credited to her as payment
17 on her homestead loan. The state shall allow six
18 per cent, on all advance payments made by any home-
-19 stead purchaser. ,

*

1 Sect. 14. Any homestead purchaser, if needy,
2 shall, if she desire, receive from the clerk any, or all,
3 of the following articles, to wit; one cook-stove and
4 its furniture, six milk-pans, one water-pail, hand-ba-
-5 sin, wash tub and board, table, bedstead, and bedtick,
6 three sheets, and two comforters; if she have more
7 than one person residing with her, the same quantity
8 of bedding for every two additional members of her
9 family; she may receive monthly four bushels coal

10 and one dollar’s worth kindling material; and for
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11 each person in her family, one chair, cup and saucer,
12 plate, knife, fork, bowl, and spoon, with the daily ra-
-13 tion allowed to our soldiers ; she shall also be allowed
14 one hive of bees, one cow, one pair of goats, two
15 sheep, two pair of chickens. The clerk shall debit
16 her with the cost only of these articles, as a part of
IT her debt to the state.

1 Sect. 15. No homestead sold under this act shall
2 ever be taxed; nor shall the title thereto be in any
3 manner ever transferred to any male person or per-
-4 sons whatever, nor to any society or corporate body
5 which may be composed partly or wholly of men.
6 The commission shall hold a mortgage on each home-
T stead, and the property thereon, until the state loan be
8 fully repaid, with six per cent, interest, when the
9 mortgage shall be exchanged for a conditional war-

-10 ranty deed, framed in accordance with this act.

1 Sect. 16. The purchaser of a homestead, holding
2 either a mortgage or deed, may at any time transfer
3 her interest and title to any woman who will not
4 thereby become the owner of over six acres under
5 this act. The transferee shall be in all respects held
6 and bound as the original purchaser. Should the
T purchaser decease, leaving any minor child, or chil-
-8 dren, legal, natural, or adopted, the homestead shall
9 not pass from her, his, or their occupancy and pos-

-10 session until the youngest child shall be twenty-one
11 years old, when the homestead shall pass to the eld-
-12 est daughter, unless she already possesses so much
13 land under this act, that the aggregate amount would
14 exceed six acres, in which case she shall elect which
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15 part, not exceeding six acres, she will retain. The
16 rejected part shall pass to the next female heir, who,
17 if also thereby owning over the maximum amount,
18 shall, in like manner, make her election, until the
19 surplus part has passed to the ownership of the first
20 female heir not thereby owning over six acres. If
21 there be no female heir to the homestead, or any part
22 thereof, it shall be sold to the highest female bidder
23 who will not thereby own more than six acres under
24 this act, in like manner as first.

1 Sect. 17. The homestead and all property there-
-2 on shall be held by law, to be the sole and singular
3 property of the woman holding the title thereto. It
4 shall not be subject to any liability or process for
5 debt, except to the state under this act; nor to to the
6 tenancy of any person or persons against or without
7 the owmer’s consent, who, whether “ sole” or “ cov-
-8 ert,” shall have the management and control thereof
9in all respects as if she were a single man. If, by

10 reason of her non-fulfilment of her agreement with
11 the state, she forfeit her legal right to the homestead,
12 it shall not revert to the state so long as there re-
-13 mains in the state any woman who has made applica-
-14 tion for a homestead, but be sold to the highest female
15 bidder. No homestead purchaser shall be obliged to
16 reside herself thereon ; but she may depute the oc-
-17 cupancy and care to any woman sixteen years old,
18 who, in her stead, must conform to the specifications
19 of this act ; or, she may allow the premises to remain
20 in charge of the village inspectors, who, in good faith
21 to the state and purchaser, shall act as her agents.

2
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1 Sect. 18. The amount invested by the state un-
-2 der this act, as fast as repaid by the purchaser, shall
3 be again invested in like manner, till there remain no
4 more applicants for work, instruction, or homesteads.
5 The commission shall have power to receive further
6 appropriations, gifts, or bequests, to be expended and
7 reinvested in like manner, and as fast as funds and
8 applicants warrant, to locate and build other home-
-9 stead settlements at their discretion, in any town in

10 the state, where twenty or more women petition
11 therefor ; and as far as possible, they shall be located
12 beside some railway or stage line, and in the vicinity
13 of some city, town, or corporation, where reside a
14 considerable number of working-people. No person
15 receiving, under this act, homestead, work, instruc-
-16 tion, or other aid, shall, because thereof, ever be de-
-17 prived of her, or his, rights, privileges, or indepen-
-18 dence, which, as free women and men of this state,
19 they now possess, or are entitled to receive.

1 Sect. 19. The state may, if it see tit, when any
2 settlement under this act has been in existence twen-
-3 ty-one years, allow the women resident therein to
4 elect their village inspectors and under-officers. The
5 settlement shall be governed by the General Statutes
6 of the state, in so far as they are applicable thereto,
7 and do not conflict with this act; but any act, or
8 part of act, which contravenes this act, or any part
9 hereof, in so far as such act relates to any person, or

10 persons, receiving work, aid, or homes, under this
11 act, are hereby declared to be null, void, and inoper-
-12 ative, upon any applicant for work or land under this
13 act.






