
HOUSE No. 339.

House of Representatives, May 4, 1870.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Bill concerning juvenile offenders in the city of Lawrence, re-
port that the same ought to pass.

Per order,

CHAS. R. TRAIN, Chairman.

(Hommomomltl) of iftassadjusctte.
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AN ACT

Concerning Juvenile Offenders in the City of Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city council of the city of Lawrence
2 is hereby authorized to erect a building in said city
3 for the reception, instruction, employment and reform-
-4 ation of such juvenile offenders as are hereinafter
5 named ; or to use for these purposes the almshouse
6 in said city, or any other house or building belonging
7 to said city that the city council may appropriate to
8 these uses.

1 Sect. 2. The overseers of the poor of said city,
2 or such other persons as said city council shall ap-
-3 point directors of said house for the employment and
4 reformation of juvenile offenders, shall have power,
5 at their discretion, to receive and take into said house
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6 all such children resident at or belonging to said city
7 who shall be convicted of any criminal offence, and
8 who may, in the judgment of any justice of the
9 supreme judicial court, or of the superior court, or of

10 the police court of said Lawrence, be proper objects
11 therefor; and upon such conviction of any child in
12 the judgment of the justice a proper object for said
13 house of employment and reformation, the justice,
14 before declaring the sentence of the law, shall cause
15 notice to be given said overseers or directors ; and in
16 case said overseers or directors shall assent thereto,
17 the said justice may sentence the child convicted as
18 aforesaid to be committed to said house of employ-
-19 ment and reformation for and during minority, or for
20 any less term.

1 Sect. 3. Any justice of either of said courts re-
-2 spectively, on the application of the mayor or any
3 alderman of the city of Lawrence, or of any overseer
4 of the poor of said city, or of any of said directors,
5 shall have power to sentence and commit to said
6 house of employment and reformation all children
7 resident in or belonging to said city who live an idle
8 or dissolute life, or are habitual truants, whose
9 parents are dead or, if living, from drunkenness or

10 other cause neglect to provide any suitable employ-
-11 ment or exercise a salutary control over said children.

1 Sect. 4. Said overseers or said directors may
2 receive the persons sentenced and committed as
3 aforesaid into said institution, and they shall have
4 power to place the persons so committed at such em-
-5 ployments and cause them to be instructed in such
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6 branches of useful knowledge as shall be suitable to
7 their age and capacity.

1 Sect. 5. Whenever said overseers or directors
2 shall deem it advisable to discharge any such child
3 committed as aforesaid, before the expiration of the
4 sentence, and shall so recommend in writing to the
5 court by which said child was committed, said court
6 shall have power to discharge him or her from the
7 imprisonment or custody aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. Either of the said justices shall have
2 power to order the transfer of any child committed to
3 the jail or house of correction, and inmates thereof
4 at the time of the passage of this act, and belonging
5 to or having a residence in said city, to the institution
6 authorized by this act to be kept, governed and dis-
-7 posed of in conformity with the provisions herein

made, for the rest of the term of their original sen
9 tence and commitment.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


