
HOUSE No. 376.

House of Representatives, May 13, 1870.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the pe-
titions of the City of Cambridge in relation to the draws in West
Boston, Craigie and Prison Point Bridges, and several petitions
in aid thereof and remonstrances against the same, and to whom
was recommitted the Bill relating to West Boston and Craigie
Bridges, report the accompanying Bill in relation to Prison
Point Bridge and that the Bill relating to West Boston and
Craigie Bridges ought to pass in a new draft.

Per order,

ALONZO B. WENTWORTH.
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority oj
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The cities of Cambridge and Charles-
-2 town shall forthwith cause to be made in lieu of the
3 existing draw in the Prison Point Bridge over Mil-

-4 ler’s river, a draw with a-clear opening of thirty-eight
5 feet in width.

1 Sect. 2. For the purpose of constructing said
2 draw, the city councils of said cities shall each in

3 pursuance of such ordinances as they may respec-
-4 tively establish, elect one commissioner, and said com-

-5 missioner so chosen shall have the care and manage-
6 merit of said draw.

1 Sect. 3. The expense of constructing and main-
-2 taiuing said draw and keeping the same in repair,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.

AN ACT
In relation to Prison Point Bridge.
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3 and of affording all necessary and proper accommo-
-4 dations to vessels having occasion to pass the same by
5 day or night, shall be borne equally by said cities;
6 and said cities shall be jointly liable for all damages
7 or injuries resulting from any defect in said draw or
8 from carelessness or neglect in the management of
9 the same.

2 sage.
1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
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AN ACT

Relating to West Boston and Cragie Bridges.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same , as follows

1 Sect. 1. The harbor commissioners shall forth-
-2 with locate and determine the position of the draws
3 in the West Boston Bridge and Cragie or Canal
4 Bridge, over Charles river, to be constructed as here-
-5 inafter provided.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.
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1 Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court, sitting as a
2 full court in any county at any time after the passage
3 of this act, shall, upon the petition of the mayor of
4 the city of Cambridge, after such notice as the court
5 or any justice thereof may order, appoint three dis-
-6 creet and competent commissioners for the purposes
7 hereinafter named.
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1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall be sworn to the
2 faithful and impartial discharge of their duties, and
3 shall then, after due notice and hearing in such man-
-4 ner and amount as they shall deem just and equitable,
5 apportion and assess upon the cities of Boston and
6 Cambridge the expense of maintaining and keeping
7 in repair said bridges, including the expense of open-
-8 ing the draws thereof and affording all necessary and
9 proper accommodations to vessels having occasion to

10 pass the same by day or night, and shall also at the
11 same time appraise the fund, as it now exists, paid to
12 the city of Cambridge under chapter two hundred and
13 fifty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
14 and fifty-seven, and also all funds, moneys and prop-
-15 erties belonging to said bridges, and apportion to the
16 city of Boston the same proportion thereof as Boston
17 shall, under and by virtue of this act, have apportioned
18 or assessed upon it of the expense of maintaining and
19 keeping in repair said bridges.

1870.]

1 Sect. 4. Said commissioners shall return their
2 award into the supreme judicial court, sitting for the
3 county of Suffolk ; and when said award shall have
4 been accepted by said court, the same shall be a final
5 and conclusive adjudication of all matters herein re-
-6 ferred to said commissioners, and shall be binding
7 upon all parties; and said court may enforce the same
8 by proper process; and the expense of executing this
9 act shall be paid by said cities in the same proportions

10 as the expense of maintaining said bridges is appor-
-11 tioned and assessed upon said cities.

1 Sect. 5. Upon the acceptance of said award by the
2 court as aforesaid, the city of Cambridge shall pay and
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3 deliver to the city of Boston the proportion of said
4 fund, funds, moneys and properties apportioned to
5 Boston under said award, and the said bridges shall
6 become and he highways ; and thereafter said bridges
7 and draws shall be maintained, supported, managed
8 and kept in repair by the cities of Boston and Cam-
-9 bridge, according to the terms and proportions estab-

10 lished by said award; and all damages•recovered in
11 any action at law by reason of any defect or want of
12 repair in either of said bridges or the draws thereof
13 shall be paid by said cities on the same terms and in
14 the same proportions.

1 Sect. 6. The care and management of said bridges
2 and draws shall be vested in a board of commissioners
3 consisting of one person from each city, chosen in ac-
-4 cordance with such ordinances as said cities shall re-
-5 spectively establish, and until such commissioners are
6 chosen the mayors of said cities shall ex officiis con-
-7 stitute such commissioners.

1 Sect. 7. The commissioners designated in the pre-
-2 ceding section shall cause to be made in lieu of the
3 existing draws in said bridges a draw in each bridge
4 with a clear opening of thirty-eight feet in width in
5 the position determined under section one of this act.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing in this act shall release the Cara-
-2 bridge Railway Company or the Union Railway Coni-
-3 pany, from any legal obligation either of said com-

-4 panics is now under to the cities of Cambridge and
5 Boston, or either of them, or any legal obligation now
6 existing to maintain and keep in repair any portion
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7 of said bridges, or from any liability for any loss or

8 injury that any person may sustain by reason of any
9 carelessness, neglect, fault or misconduct of its agents

10 or servants, in the construction, repair, management
11 or use of its tracks on said bridges, or other use or
12 occupation thereof.

1 Sect. 9. Chapter three hundred and eleven of the
2 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and
3 all other provisions of law inconsistent herewith are
4 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall not take full effect unless
2 accepted by the city council of Cambridge, by concur-
-3 rent vote of the two branches thereof, within thirty
4 days from its passage. It shall be the duty of the
5 city clerk of the city of Cambridge to certify to the
6 secretary of the Commonwealth the result of the vote
7 of the city council of said city as soon as may be, and
8 if it shall appear that a majority of the votes of both
9 branches of the city council is in favor of the accept-

-10 ance of this act, said secretary shall immediately
11 issue and publish his certificate declaring this act to
12 have been duly accepted.

1 Sect. 11. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs the submission of the question of acceptance
3 to the city council of Cambridge shall take effect upon
4 its passage. If this act is accepted as herein pro-
-5 vided it shall take full effect upon the publication of
6 the certificate of the secretary, as herein provided.




