
HOUSE.... No. 381.

House of Representatives, May 17, 1870.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order to inquire and report what legislation they think neces-
sary concerning fees and costs in civil and criminal cases, re-
port the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

CHAS. LEVI WOODBURY.

dTommcmtumltl) of illassadjusctts.



AN ACT

Concerning Fees of Witnesses in Civil and Criminal
Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. No officer of the courts, nor any person
2 employed as a state constable, bailiff, or deputy sher-
-3 iff, nor any officer whose pay is fixed by law shall be
4 entitled to any witness fees before any court or trial
5 justice of this Commonwealth in any cause where the
6 Commonwealth is a party. Nor shall any officer
7 whose pay is derived solely from fees be entitled to
8 receive more than one per diem allowance as a wit-
-9 ness for any day’s attendance on court, under one or

10 more summonses in behalf of the Commonwealth, and
11 the said per diem allowance shall be apportioned by
12 the clerk among the cases in which he is so sum-

-13 nioned.
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1 Sect. 2. Where it shall appear on oath that a

2 salaried officer of the Commonwealth not entitled to
3 witness fees, has attended court as a witness in behalf
4 of the Commonwealth at a place other than his resi-
-5 dence, and that his necessary expenses have been in-
-6 creased by such attendance as a witness, the court in
7 its discretion may allow such increased necessary ex-

-8 pense, not exceeding, however, one dollar and fifty
9 cents in all for actual and necessary attendance per

10 day under the summons or summonses.

1 Sect. 3. Any person or persons included in the
2 foregoing sections who shall receive any witness fees
3 or allowances for increased necessary expense con-

-4 trary to the true intent and meaning of this act shall,
5 on conviction thereof, be(fined not less than three
6 times nor more than nine times the amount so re- ft

7 ceived, and in the discretion of the court may be ad-C7
8 judged incapable of holding any office under or re-
-9 ceiving any emolument from this Commonwealth for

10 a term not exceeding three years The
11 clerks of the respective courts and the trial justices
12 shall report forthwith to the district attorneys of the
13 respective counties where such courts or hearings
14 are had, every violation of this statute that shall come
15 to their knowledge, and the said district attorneys
16 shall institute prosecutions therefor.




