
HOUSE.... No. 392.

House op Representatives, May 19, 1870.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition of the district-attorney for the Suffolk district, for
an increase of salary,

REPORT:

That it appears that since the present salary ($3,500) of
the district-attorney for the Suffolk district was established, in
1867, the population of Boston, by natural cause and by the
annexation of Roxbury and Dorchester—transferred from the
Norfolk to the Suffolk district—has increased from thirty-three
to fifty per cent., and the docket of the court shows that the
criminal business of the district has increased in just about the
same proportion. These facts alone would seem to require a
like increase in the salary.

The following extract of a statement made to the Committee
by the attorney is also worthy ol attention in this connection;

In the appendix to the Attorney-General’s report of last year
were certain statistics of the criminal business of the Common-
wealth. In the tabular statement (p. 76) of cases commenced
before the Grand Jury for the year ending Oct. 1, 1868, the total
number of cases under the head of “ indictments found,” is 3,449,
and the number for Suffolk County is put down at (p. 70) 2,410.
Upon looking through the counties in detail I find (p. 56) the
number of indictments found in Middlesex to be omitted entirely
from the totals; but if we add to the above total of 3,449, the
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number of oases “ commenced ” in Middlesex, 482, we shall not,
probably, be far out of the way. This will make a total of 8,900,—
say, in round numbers, 4,000.

Now, these statistics show, if they show anything accurately,—
which I do not mean to affirm,—that the business of this court is
at least equal to that of all the other counties. But the aggregate
salaries of the district-attorneys of all the other counties, (Stat.
1867, ch. 349,) are 110,000 00

Add for authorized assistance in the other counties
while the Grand Jury is in session,—an aggregate, pro-
bably too small,—of 1,000 00

We have $ll,OOO 00
as the amount paid to district-attorneys and for assistance outside
of Suffolk, while in Suffolk the aggregate is;—

District-attorney’s salary, ......$3,500 00
Assistant district-attorney’s salary, .... 2,100 00
Clerk’s salary, 1,000 00

$6,600 00

or, $4,400 less than the amount paid in the county for the same
amount of service.

• In other words, the rate of compensation for the services
rendered by the district-attorney’s office for Suffolk is but a
little more than one-half—more accurately six-tenths—of what
it is for services rendered in the rest of the State.

If to these reasons be added the fact that while m the other
counties official position tends rather to increase than diminish
the civil business of the several incumbents; in Suffolk, the
duties of the office have become so extended as to demand,
what we understand it: receives, the whole time of the attorney,
and not only to preclude the attorney from any possible in-
crease of business in the other courts, but to require a sacrifice
of what he may have, the Committee see abundant reason for
recommending that the prayer of the petitioner be granted.

They therefore report the accompanying bill.

Per order,

CIiAS. R. TRAIN, Chairman.
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The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
to increase the salary of the district-attorney for the Suffolk
district, have considered the same, and report that it ought to
pass.

Per order,

A. W. BEARD.
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AN ACT
To increase the Salary of the District-Attorney for the

Suffolk District.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled ,

and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The annual salary of the district-attorney
2 for the Suffolk district shall hereafter be five thousand
3 dollars, to be paid out of the treasury of the Com-
-4 momvealth, in monthly payments, and in that pro-
-5 portion for any part of a year, and from the first day
6 of January last.

1 Sect, 2. The assistant district-attorney for the
2 district of Suffolk shall hereafter be appointed by the
3 district-attorney for said district, and removable at
4 his pleasure.

1 Sect. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.

(Eommomumltl) of iflassadjusetto

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy,


