
HOUSE No. 415.

House op Representatives, May 24, 1870.

The Committee on Insurance, to whom was referred the
Bill to provide for the appointment of a fire commissioner,
report the Bill ought to pass in a new draft.

Per order,

CHAS. J. McINTIRE.

CommamueaUl) of illassacljusetts.



2 [May,FIRE COMMISSIONER.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Fire Commissioner.

[Read and referred to the Committee on Finance.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The governor, by and with the advice
2 and consent of his council, shall appoint some suit-
-3 able person to be a fire commissioner, who shall hold
4 his office for the term of three years and until his
5 successor is appointed and qualified, unless sooner
6 remove by the governor.

1 Sect. 2. The fire commissioner shall, as far as it
2 may in his power, collect information in regard to the
3 number of fires which may occur throughout the
4 state, the amount of value of property destroyed and
5 the number of persons injured or killed by fires. He
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6 shall investigate the causes and origin of fires and the
7 means employed in their extinguishment.

1 Sect. 3. He shall inquire into the provisions made
2 by each city and town of the state for extinguishing
3 fires and of their methods of prevention, and shall
4 take such means as he may deem proper to present to
5 the people the best method of guarding against and
6 of controlling fires.

1 Sect. 4. He shall examine buildings and erec-
-2 tions which he may have reason to suppose are con-
-3 structed, or are being constructed or used in such
4 manner as to be unnecessarily liable to take fire, most
5 especially those where inflammable or explosive ma-
-6 terials are used, manufactured, kept, or stored, and
7 where lives would be endangered in case of fire. And
8 he shall notify the authorities of the city and town
9 where they are situated and the owners or occupants

10 of such buildings or erections and those adjoining
11 exposed to danger, what proper precautions should
12 be taken to prevent the occurrence of fire, and to pre-
-13 serve the lives of occupants or inmates.

1 Sect. 5. He shall have the right to go upon the
2 premises where fires may have occurred, to investi-
-3 gate their causes and origin, and the means employed
4in their extinguishment. And he may summon and
5 examine under oath, which he may administer, such
6 persons as he may think proper, in relation to the
7 same ; and whoever without justifiable cause refuses
8 to appear and testify when so required, or who ob-
-9 structs the commissioner in the discharge of his duty,
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10 shall for each offence be punished by a fine not ex-
-11 ceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not
12 exceeding six months ; but no person shall be required
13 to travel more than twenty miles to give such testi-
-14 mony or to attend more than one day on any one
15 investigation, unless by his own unreasonable neglect
16 or refusal, longer time is rendered necessary. Such
17 witnesses shall be entitled to the same amount of fees
18 for travel and attendance, as witnesses in police and
19 municipal courts, and shall he paid by the commis-
-20 sioner out of the amount hereinafter provided for his
21 expenses.

1 Sect. 6. If upon investigation it shall appear to
2 the commissioner that there is reasonable suspicion
3 that a fire has been caused by incendiarism, he shall
4 present the facts, with the names of the witnesses, to
5 the proper authorities for their action.

1 Sect. 7. The commissioner shall keep and pre-
-2 serve a full record of his proceedings, and in the
3 month of January of each year make a report to the
4 legislature of the amount of the loss of life and prop-
-5 erty by fires in the state during the preceding year,
6 of the causes and origin of each fire, of the provisions
7 made in the several cities and towns in the state, and
8 in manufacturing and other establishments, for pre-
-9 venting and extinguishing fires, as far as he has been

10 able to ascertain; together with such other facts,
11 information and suggestions as he may deem impor-
-12 tant. »

1 Sect. 8. He shall have an office in some suitable
2 place in the city of Boston, and shall receive from the
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3 treasury, in quarterly payments, an annual salary of
4 twenty-five hundred dollars, together with the amount
5 actually paid to witnesses, and his necessary expenses
6 incurred in travelling, and collecting and publishing
7 information, in the performance of his official duties :

8 provided, that such expenses and amounts paid to
9 witnesses shall not exceed twenty-five hundred dollars

10 annually.

1 Sect. 9. The tax commissioner shall, on or before
2 the first day of July in each year, assess a tax of five
3 thousand dollars upon the several insurance companies
4 doing business in the state insuring property against
5 fire ; such amount to be borne in proportion to the
6 amount of premiums received by each company for
7 insuring property in the state against fire, during the
8 preceding year; and such companies shall be notified
9 and the tax shall be collected of them in the same

10 manner as is provided by law for the collection of
11 taxes from corporations.








