
HOUSE .No. 463.

House op Representatives, June 7,1870.

The Committee on Finance to whom wasreferred the “ Resolve
in relation to Railroad Charters and Laws,” have considered
the same and

The Resolve proposes to accomplish at a moderate cost a work
of great value to the Commonwealth.

1. It proposes to codify the general railroad laws down to
the present time. Since the publication of the General Statutes
there have been many changes in the railroad laws, and these
changes can only be ascertained by examining all the Blue
Books since 1859. These laws are of great interest to the
people, occupy but a small compass, and their reprinting will
be inexpensive.

2. There are now upon the statute book between nine
hundred and fifty and one thousand special laws relating to
some three hundred and fifty railroad corporations. These
enactments are scattered through many volumes, covering forty
years of legislation. They have no connection with each other,
are very difficult to trace, and their position gives rise to many
honest errors.

Some corporations have forty or even fifty Special Acts affect-
ing their status ; others have lapsed, and others again are kept
alive for improper purposes. Any person accustomed to con-
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suit the laws will see the difficulty of ascertaining what is law
under such circumstances. In this respect the statute book has
been not inaptly compared to a registry of deed without an
index. It is manifest that while this condition of affairs con-
tinues, it must be very difficult to ascertain how any new meas-
ure proposed will affect existing legislation, and hence that
much railroad legislation will necessarily be carried on in the
dark.

It is proposed to carefully examine, analyze and index all
these various Acts, and to make the law in relation to each cor-
poration readily accessible to everybody, through a system of
cross-references. These indexes and references can all be
brought within the compass of one small document, which will
be of inestimable value to all future legislatures as well as to
the general public.

The chief, if not the only, items of expense involved in this
measure will be the employment, for perhaps six months, of an
assistant to the Railroad Commission, and the printing of two
or three hundred pages. The work to be done is intricate and
laborious, and must be done by some one possessing a legal
training.

The matters already devolved on the Railroad Commissioners
are sufficient to occupy all their time and attention for the
remainder of this year. This necessary work must therefore
remain undone, or be specially provided for. The Committee
accordingly recommend the passage of the Resolve in a new
draft herewith submitted.

Per order.

D. L. HARRIS.
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RESOLVE

Providing for the codification of the General Railroad Laws,
and the indexing of the Charters and Special Laws relating
to Railroad Corporations.

Resolved, That the board of railroad commissioners be,
and they hereby are, directed to prepare a codification of the
general laws relating to railroads and railroad corporations ; to
make analyses, indexes and tables of reference to the charters
of the railroad corporations of the Commonwealth, and to all
special laws relating to said corporations; and to procure to be
printed one thousand copies of the same, which may be distrib-
uted at the discretion of said commissioners. In the prepara-
tion of said document they may employ a competent assistant,
who shall be paid for his services such a sum as the governor
and council shall determine.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.




