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S E R M O N,

Luke ix. 30, 31.

“AND BEHOLD THERE TALKED WITH HIM TWO MEN, WHICH WERE MOSES AND

ELIAS: WHO APPEARED IN GLORY, AND SPAKE OF HIS DECEASE WHICH

HE SHOULD ACCOMPLISH AT JERUSALEM.”

The glory in which Moses and Elias appeared
was the glory of Christ in His transfiguration.
The giver of the law and the leader of the proph-
ets were brought into light in His light. Law
and prophecy were thus seen to have their mean-
ing and fulfilment only in Him.

Moses and Elias, the fathers of the old covenant,
may be taken as types of the lawgivers and
teachers of mankind. The transfiguration itself is
also a type, wherein is a truth of universal signif-
icance. Hot simply Moses, with the law given on
Mount Sinai for the children of Israel, and Elias,
with the line of prophecy which declared God’s
word directly to His people, hut every lawgiver
and teacher, and all law and wisdom are brought
into light, and become explained and fulfilled only
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in the transfigured presence of the incarnate and
glorified Son of God. Christ’s light is the only
light of the world. This is the great truth of the
transfiguration.

The history of the world would be the strangest
ofall riddles were it not the history of redemption.
Nothing hut the preparation for Christ’s coming
can explain the events before the incarnation, and
nothing but a movement towards the final triumph
of His kingdom can explain the history since He
came. The events of all the ages find their light
and law in Him. They centre in Him, and circle
around Him. Like Moses and Elias in the trans-
figuration, they appear in His glory, and speak to
Him of His decease. There is no other law of
history than this, for there is no other philosophy
of history which can expound the facts of history.

We can consider here but one point in this
great theme. Passing by all others, let us no-

tice, as typified b}r the appearance of Moses in
the transfiguration, the light in which law and
authority are revealed by the presence of Christ.

The question of authority is one of the most
difficult of all questions. How can authority be
justified? Why should I obey law? Simply be-
cause it is laid upon me by a power greater than
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my own? But this only shifts the question; does
not answer it. How does this higher power have
any right to control me? Simply because it is

power, and would crush me if I should disobey?
But does this make it right? And while I might
thus feel it prudent to obey, would this give me
a true sense of obligation? Certainly not. I

must seek for the right of authority somewhere
else than in its might.

Is it because I consent to obey? I have cal-
culated the consequences, and find it better to
give up my self-will, and allow myself to be con-

trolled, and so I freely yield. When a number
live together, it is inconvenient for each to follow
his own bent and act out his own desires, and
therefore we determine to give up, within a cer-
tain range, our individual choice, and exalt to an
authority over us what we will call the common
choice of the community. We thus make a

government which expresses exactly what we have
assented to, and which derives its just powers
from the consent of the governed. But is this
sufficient? What if we should attempt to with-
draw our consent? What if we should declare
we never gave it? Would this make us any the
less responsible to government and law ? IS"ay,
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what if wc consent to injustice? What if we
arc a community of pirates, haying entered into

a compact for robbery, and having made a govern-
ment to carry out onr purpose, does this give
the government any authority? Would this make
it right to rob? Authority, therefore, must lie
justified in something other than either its power
to make us obey, or our willingness or consent to
obey.

Aery many persons, unable to see any other
ground, declare that there is no other, and be-
holding how baseless are these, they deny all just
foundation for government. Government is a

mistake, they say. It belongs to the dark ages
of human progress. "Advanced modern thought”
should abolish it. The liberty of the individual
is what wc need, and the supremacy of law should
be discarded. But the unrestrained liberty of the
individual is unlimited license, which can only
lead, first to uninterrupted anarchy, and then to
unbridled despotism. ISTo society ever continued
long in this state, nor ever can. Government is
a necessity. Law and authority are the inevitable
conditions of human life, but they can never give
any meaning or justification for themselves. The
will of the majority, the will of a monarch or a
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legislature, our own will or consent to obey is, in
itself, no reason why we should obey. Majorities
and monarchs and legislatures, and we ourselves
sometimes, demand what is most unreasonable, but
in this there is no authority, nor aught which can

give us any sense of obligation. Nor is the mere
faet that government exists any reason why it
should' exist.

Shall we accept it then as a necessity, an inevi-
table something which we can neither exclude nor

explain? But this does not satisfy us. We still
ask for the reason why, and nothing can prevent
us from propounding the inquiry, however difficult,
or even impossible to answer it.

But in the presence upon the earth of the Son
of God as the Saviour of men, the difficult problem
finds its adequate solution. For Christ came as
a King. He is named "the Prince of the kings
of the earth.” lie is predicted as "a King that
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judg-
ment and justice in the earth.” It is -expressly
said of Him that lie " hath authority to execute
judgment.” He came to reveal and to actualize
the true social state, to establish a kingdom in
which all the relations of man to man could lie
perfectly adjusted. But lie does this only by
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readjusting and establishing on their normal basis
the relations of man to God. His kingdom is a
fellowship of human souls, a brotherhood among
men; but lie looks upon men as brethren, not be-
cause they are of one blood, or one natural origin,
but because of the spiritual endowment which
they possess as children of the Heavenly Father,
and as made in the likeness of God. He seeks
to reproduce this Divine image in human souls.
They are members of God’s family, however
much they have lost the knowledge of it, or lack
the power to recognize it, or fail to see the hopes
and feel the motives which such a dignity con-
tains. Though prodigals, who have wasted their
substance in riotous living, they are the children
of God, and Christ not only instructs them in the
true knowledge of their Father, but inspires them
with the wish and will to return from their
estrangement to His embrace. By His all-perfect
work,—His teachings, His obedience, His death,—
He secures both their return and their acceptance.

‘When men thus return they are, in Christ’s
own language, re-born. Their original relation
to God as His children becomes their conscious
possession, and they are then consciously brethren,
separated by no conflicting interests, but bound
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in hope and joy and love to one another as truly
as to God. This is the actual condition of that
society where the Christian spirit reigns, and this
is the normal condition of human society every-
where. In the Christian view, men are united as

are the roots and leaves and branches of a living-
tree, wherein each depends upon all, and all upon
each. They are bound together as are the mem-
bers of the living body, wherein if one member
suffer all the members suffer with it, or one mem-
ber be honored all the members rejoice together.
This is the union of an organism, each part being
at the same time the means and end of all the rest.
Every individual of the human family has some-
thing to do for every other, and all the rest have
something to do for him. A true reciprocity pre-
vails. ISTo man liveth unto himself, and no man
dieth unto himself. Ao man finds good in the evil
of his fellow-man. Ao nation prospers because
another nation suffers adversity. The ill of one
disturbs, and, in its degree, destroys the well-
being of all. In the Christian view, the human
family is an organism, all whose parts are so con-
nected that no blessing nor calamity, no deed of
virtue or of vice, no birth nor death, though on
another continent or in a distant isle of the sea,

2
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but that brings good or ill to every one of us,
and every member of the race.

“Man is one,
And he hath one great heart. It is thus we feel,
With a gigantic throb, athwart the sea

Each other’s rights and wrongs,—thus are we men.”

But this grand connection, this organic unity,
the unaided human intelligence and will has
neither discovered nor created. The disturbed
relations of society are as powerless to set them-
selves in order as Avould be chaos to evolve from
itself the light and beauty and life of creation.
The plans and strivings of human nature to bring
human society into harmony, though numerous
and earnest, have always failed. ISTo philosopher
has ever discovered a tie which should bind men
in a long-continued agreement. Commerce, art,
literature, natural kindness have not furnished
such a bond. The common interests of men are
wholly powerless to make men agree. Natural
affection contributes nothing towards the union of
nations. Intellectual culture isolates men, and
separates, by impassable barriers, those who pos-
sess it from those who possess it not. To the
old Greek, every one who was not a Greek was
a barbarian. To the old Homan, every foreigner
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Avas a foe. The actual tendencies of human na-
ture ha\ r e been felt all through history in pro-
ducing division, enmity and strife. War has
been regarded as the normal state of nations.
It has been, and still is, that one man or nation
rejoices in the Avoe, and soitoavs over the pros-
perity of another. Men are not Avanting among us

who speculate upon the advantages to our agri-
culturists of a famine abroad, or the benefits Avhich
our trade or manufactures may expect to reap
from a disturbed condition of the public peace
elseAvhere. How often do avc meet with men
Avho fancy that our public good requires restric-
tions upon trade and commerce, in order to break
off our dependence upon the rest of mankind !

But the mutual dependence and communion of
nations is the absolute condition of civilization.
To supply all our Avants by our oavu productions,
and thus attempt an independence of the world,
Avould not be a civilized but a savage state. The
savage deems himself all-sufficient to himself, and
this makes him a savage. A nation which feels
its dependence upon another is thereby impelled
to the production of what Avill make the other
dependent upon it; and the more this interde-
pendence is cultivated, and the more the sense of
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what is foreign disappears from any nation, the
more advanced does that nation become in the
ptogress of civilized life. And that the perfect
social state is found in this perfect reciprocity, in
this true brotherhood of men and nations, needs
no proof; for it carries its own evidence wher-
ever apprehended. If it could only be actualized,
who doubts that it would be the consummation of
every hope and desire ?

But, however remote this blessed condition may
be, though all our progress towards it thus far
may seem, in comparison with it, as the early twi-
light of the morning in comparison with the full
splendor of the day, yet as the day explains the
dawning, and the twilight has its meaning in the
coming, though distant sun, so all advance in social
good is from the impulse furnished by this perfect
social state, and all law and authority finds itself
justified and explained by this organic principle.
For, if it be the actual truth of human nature
that the human family is an organism bound to-
gether in all its parts, like a living body, by a

unity so vital that the eye cannot say to the
hand, I have no need of thee, nor again, the head
to the feet, 1 have no need of you, then every
member of the great organism has his place, his
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work, his obligation unqualifiedly fixed by the
principle of the organism itself. Civil law only
affirms what place and work and obligations be-
long to men by virtue of this organic bond. If
truly law, it does but represent and declare the
principle of a brotherhood of human hearts. If a
legislative enactment attempts anything other than
this, and seeks the good of one person or class,
and not the good of all, it is tyranny and not
law. The law is written in the heart of human-
ity itself, and is fixed immutably by the principle
it expresses. Men cannot make it nor change it.
There is a very common mistake when it is sup-
posed that laws can be made or unmade by act
of legislature. They are, in reality, as independ-
ent of legislative power as the truths of mathe-
matics or the forces of the natural universe.
You can no more make a wrong procedure right
by legal enactment than you could legislate two
and two into five. You can no more give per-
manent validity and true authority to a statute
which inures to the benefit of the few and not
to the good of all, than you could enact gravita-
tion out of existence. Laws of the state, like
laws of nature, are not made by the will, but
only discovered by the wisdom of men. The
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enactments of legislatures, like the announce-
ments of science, are only the interpretations
which men give to laws—disclosing, declaring,
not at all creating them. The laws themselves
are unmade and eternal, and the wisest states-
manship, like the wisest science, is that which most
clearly discerns them. Science is often mistaken,
and so is legislation. It fails to apprehend the
law, and, therefore, what it declares or decrees, is
not law. The law itself is the positive and inex-
orable dictate of human nature how human society
should be ordered. It has its ground in reason,
and is always right. Men may misinterpret it,
and propound erroneous statutes ; but the law
itself is never erroneous. Legislators have no

other function than to act as the mouth-piece by
which it is uttered ; governors and kings have
no other duty than to serve as hands by which
it is enforced. The constitution best adapted for
any people, and the whole machinery of govern-
ment, are determined by the law itself. That is
the wisest government which has the clearest eye
to see and the strongest hand to execute the law.
The principle of human fellowship and brother-
hood which the law expresses is true and good
in itself, and needs nothing back of itself to fur-
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nish it authority. Love is the fulfilling- of the

law, and love justifies itself. Does any one need
to give a reason for loving, and is any reason

possible, but that love is reason? The founda-
tion of all government, the ground and authority
of law, is in the principle that human souls are

bound in an organism so perfect that each has a
complete reciprocity with all, communicating to
them something without which they would lack,
and receiving from them something without
which it would perish.

But this organic unity, though ideally true of
human nature, was never known to he true till
Christ had announced it, and it becomes actually
fulfilled in history only through His kingdom.
The church is Christ’s kingdom among men, and
it is a kingdom of human fellowship, of brotherly
union, of self-denying, self-renouncing, self-for-
getting love. And this is also the ideal state,
and the actual source from which every govern-
ment, not altogether dead, draws all its life, and
every statute, which is not null and void, derives
its whole authority.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of
man, by the sacrifice which lie accomplished for
sin, has introduced a now force into history. lie
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lias not only taught men to love one another

hut, by the power of his love inspiring human
hearts, has enabled them to obey the Divine pre-
cept. Yet, in this obedience there is revealed
nothing foreign to that high condition wherein
they were originally made in the likeness of the
God of love. Rather do the original lineaments
of this Divine likeness thus reappear. Selfishness
is the curse of the soul and of society. This
is the deadening and disintegrating disease of
which we and the world are dying. But selfish-
ness can only be banished by love, and love can
only be begotten by love. God’s love to man

kindles man’s love to God, for "we love Him
because He first loved us ;

” and man’s love to

God inspires man’s love to man, for "he who
loveth God will love his brother also.” This is
the perfect life for the individual and this the
perfect condition of society, which, if it could
only be actualized, would more than fulfil the
highest human dreams of human good. The in-
terests of mankind are indissolubly joined to the
appearance of Christ and the triumph of His
kingdom. It is a truth, which, if superficial
writers ignore, the profoundest students of his-
tory have clearly discerned, that in the central
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principle of the Gospel there is the only light
and life for the world. Only in that brotherhood
of human hearts which alone fills out the idea
of the Christian church, in that organic unity
wherein the different members of the human
family form a body, of which Christian love is
the indwelling soul and Christ Himself the ever-
living Head, can any dawning hopes of human
good find their perfect day.

Do we not discover thus how ill-judged would
be any attempt to separate the state from the
church, or the secular from the religious sphere of
life? The truly enlightened state, the free and
progessiwi state, finds its light and liberty and life
only from the church. The secular interests of
society are harmoniously and prosperously ordered
only as they move obediently to a true and deep
religious guidance. If we should undertake to
separate these two, and fancy that we could main-
tain the well-being of the state without any aid
from the church, or advance the secular interests
of society by divorcing them from religion, it
would be exactly the absurdity of separating the
body from its beating heart, and expecting the
currents of life to continue when the fountain of
life was gone.

3
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Much discussion exists just now about religion
in our schools, and the attempt is widely made to
sever our system of public instruction from every
religious connection. The argument is, that it is
beyond the province of the state to teach religion,
which must therefore be excluded from our com-
mon schools. But why is it within the province
of the state to teach anything? Why should the
state teach spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic,
geography, grammar, or any branch of literature
or science? Of course, the answer is, in order to
make good citizens. A free people, we say, must
be intelligent, and for the sake of our public weal,
we must have education. ,

How, education will only be disparaged by him
to whom it does not belong. Good schools are a

priceless boon. Great learning is better than gold,
yea, than much fine gold. But if intelligence, if
schools and colleges and education are all that we
can depend upon for our national salvation, the
land will be desolate. Ignorance, dire though it
be, is not our gravest peril, and our common-
school system, beneficent as it is, does not furnish
our chief hope. Ho amount of intelligence ever
saved any people, and the most costly educational
system is consistent with the most corrupt social
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condition. Yew York city spends about three
millions of dollars yearly upon her public schools,
but men are murdered there almost at raid-day,
and the- murderers walk unharmed. Modern
Greece has one of the most perfect educational
systems in the world, but travellers cannot go in
safety ten miles from Athens without an armed
escort. Ancient Greece furnished the most culti-
vated and polished society of which history in
ancient or modern times gives us any record, but
it neither checked the corruption nor resisted the
death, of the state. The most polished court of
modern Europe was probably that of Louis XIY.,
but was ever any court so flagrantly corrupt?
Ignorance is not our greatest national peril.
When the people of a great city find themselves
ridden over by corrupt judges, who .can them-
selves make bargains with criminals, and deride
the justice they were set to defend, is igno-
rance the cause of all this? When the stock-
holders of a great corporation find themselves sold
out, and every dollar of their property gone, that
their directors might roll in wealth and "specu-
late” for the disturbance of trade and the ruin of
thousands, is it for want of knowledge? When
congressmen buy votes, and advocate repudiation,
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and recommend unfit men for office, is it because
they arc ignorant? Is it ignorance which makes
legislatures the corrupt tools of corrupt men? No,
no; ignorance is bad enough indeed, but this is
not our national peril; neither is knowledge our
national salvation. Look at the South, and tell
me if in the late attempted secession the most

dangerous enemies of the government were the
poor ignorant whites and blacks, or the cultivated
men whom the nation had educated at great cost,
—educated in a military school said to be without
a rival for the thoroughness and breadth of its
scientific teaching, but where secular and sacred
things were so carefully separated that even text-
books upon moral science could not be used until
they been emasculated of some of the first and
cardinal principles of morality? Look at the
North; look all over the world at the present day;
look all through history, and tell me if the chief
toes to liberty and law and social good are not
now, and always have been, men who possess
intelligence and cultivated powers, without virtue
or any moral inspiration? No nation, said the
great historian, Niebuhr, ever died except by
suicide, and the suicidal poison was engendered
only in the nation’s moral defilement.
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But we admit, it is said, the need of some moral
training as a part of education, for no state can
prosper without virtue. But how secure the
virtue? Is it said that men are agreed about the
cardinal duties, which can therefore he taught
without any conflict with the conscience, and
without any reference to religion? This is true,
hut it is also true,—and it is most unwise to ignore
the fact,—that no amount of such teaching ever
makes men virtuous. I do not affirm this as an

inference from the actual principles of human
nature,—though, when these principles are pro-
foundly considered, it is indisputably recorded
there; but as a declaration from the facts of
human experience, which lie open before every
clear eye. Men are not, and certainly it is true
in general that they never have been, raised from
vice by morality alone. Mo matter how pure it
may have been, no teaching of morality has ever
sunk deep into society, or spread widely among
the thoughts and actions of mankind. You can-

not make a man virtuous simply by teaching him
virtue. You cannot be certain that a child will
practise the ten commandments simply because he
has learned them by heart. The teaching is, of
course, well. How can men be led to do their
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duty unless they arc first led to know it? But
notwithstanding this, all the knowledge which men
have ever obtained of virtuous precepts has been
insufficient to lead them to a virtuous life.

How often is a mistake made upon this point!
It being so clear that men ought to be moral
and virtuous, it seems equally certain that they
would be thus if they only knew the way. Let
virtue only be taught ; let her appear as she is,
radiant in beauty, glorious in strength, and the
human soul—so it is said—will fall at her feet

in spontaneous homage. We do not believe that
man—rational, spiritual, immortal man—can turn
from the face of virtue when he clearly beholds
it. But, oh, how inexorably does the lamentable
fact contradict the theory ! The heathen poet
was wiser than this when he declared:—

“ I see the right, and I approve it, too,
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue.”

]STo theory of human nature is deep and
thorough which does not recognize this ten-

dency, and no observation of human conduct is
wide or penetrating which has not seen its fre-

quent exhibitions. Is there any virtue or duty
upon which men have not turned their backs in
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defiance of light not only, but also of entreaty and
expostulation ? And is there any vice or crime
in the long catalogue of transgression which men
have not chosen and continued in, notwithstand-
ing the knowledge of the wrong that would be
done and the ruin that would thus ensue ?

Consider the illustration which the teachings
of Socrates supply. Among all who have sought
to render men moral by teaching them morality,
no one is greater than he. It was his prime
doctrine that virtue is teachable • and, day by
day, for thirty years, with unwearied patience,
he went through the streets, and shops, and
schools, and public assemblies, teaching and dis-
coursing upon his favorite theme. His whole
practical aim seems to have been to make men

moral by giving them clear notions of morality.
Does any one doubt that his instructions must
have convinced the intellect of those to whom
they were given ? What matchless clearness and
subtlety and convincing power do these instruc-
tions still possess! And yet we have no evi-
dence that they produced the least effect upon
the social life of Athens or the moral conduct of
a single one of his disciples. The intellectual
effect of the teaching of Socrates was prodigious.
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It lias reached to our time, and must penetrate
to all coming ages. But it does not appear that
a single person has ever been changed in his
moral bent so as to become more virtuous or
less vicious by it all. It is a very narrow read-
ing of history, and a very shallow acquaintance
with the heart, Avhich has not taught us that
something more than knowledge is necessary in
order to virtue, that something other than light
is needful in order to life.

Whatever might be the case with a different
constitution of human nature, or a different con-
dition of society, it is the case that the great
mass of men never can be made virtuous except
through religion. And if it be of consequence
to the state that virtue should prevail through all
her borders, that her officers should be peace and
her exactors righteousness, that all her citizens
should be pure and honest and temperate and
true, let her make uo unhallowed and destructive
divorce between the secular and religious in-
struction with which she seeks to educate and
elevate her people • but let a Christian state see
that both science and morality be taught on the
basis and under the guidance of Christian truth
and faith, without which the science becomes an
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ignis fatuus, and the morality only an empty
name.

The church builds the school-house, and
plants the college, and fosters the widest and
highest education, as a work appropriate and
spontaneously undertaken. The Christian spirit,
in assuming the forms of the severest culture,
adopts no foreign garb; rather does it show its
fit embodiment as beauty, truth and goodness
clothe and crown and penetrate the life. But
the education, dissociated from the Christian
spirit, not only fails to foster that benign pres-
ence, from whose nursing care it had its early
vigor, but fails itself in power and perpetuity.

Our common school system has a vigorous
growth. " The hills are covered with the
shadow of it, and the boughs thereof are like
the goodly cedars.” Every hamlet has the shel-
ter of its spreading branches, every home the
refreshment of its healing leaves. But it grows
only on Christian soil. It never has had exist-
ence elsewhere. It draws its nourishment and
strength from where its roots arc planted, in
Christian faith and Christian love. We may
sever it from this connection! However foolish,
however mad the attempt, it doubtless may he

i
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done;,but to do it is to sever the tree from the
roots which support it, and to cover the ground
with the cumbering branches in whose stately
growth it now has adornment and defence, while
the foliage and the flowers and the fruit, on

which our eyes had feasted and our souls had
taken delight, fall and wither and decay. As
with education, so with other civil privileges;
they have a Christian source. From this source
springs the world’s progress in liberty. Indi-
vidual freedom wr as unknown till the Christian
principle announced it. The Oriental world had
no conception that man, as such, is of himself
free. They only knew that one man is free, but
this one was a despot, not a free man. When
the consciousness of freedom arose among the
Greeks and Romans, they only knew that some
are free—not that man, as such, is of himself
free. The Athenian knew that he was free, and
the native Roman citizen knew that he wms free-
born ; but that it constituted the true and proper
being of all men to be free—that man, as man,
wr as free-born; this knew neither Plato nor
Aristotle, neither Cicero nor the teacher of
Roman law. In the light of the principle of
the brotherhood of all mankind, which Christ
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proclaimed and to which His life and death gave
an illumination and an inspiration which not
even His words could convey, is it seen that all

men, the king and the peasant, the Greek and
the barbarian, Jew and Gentile, bond and free,
stand on equal terms before God, and have an

equal right to freedom. Out of this grows the
liberty which we possess. We have put—or

rather Mr. Jefferson Davis, when Secretary of
War, put—the pagan goddess of liberty upon
the dome of our national capitol at Washington,
and our artists, with school-boy crudeness, are

fond of repeating the same as the symbol of our
liberty ; but it does not symbolize it at all. It
symbolizes exactly the doctrine for which Mr. Jef-
ferson Davis fought, but not the truth by which
the nation has triumphed. All that the pagan
goddess can symbolize, for all that the pagan
nations knew, is liberty for a class ; while that
which has gone before us as the pillar of cloud
by day and of fire by night is liberty for all
mankind. And of this the world has never
caught a glimpse but through the Gospel. The
cross is the true symbol of our liberty, and the
church—not a sect, nor a denomination, nor a

party—but the church which is Christ’s kingdom
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among men, a kingdom of the ’ organic fellowship
and brotherhood of human souls—is the basis
and the bulwark of all our free institutions, their
sure support and strong defence.

The church and the state have their basis in
the same principle. That organic unity of man-

kind which furnishes the ground of authority
and the justification of law, and which, if exhib-
ited in its completeness, would reveal to us the
true and perfect state, does not simply represent
the effect of Christ’s kingdom, but is that king-
dom itself in its depth and fulness. The state
and the church are not two separate forces with
independent spheres, to be mutually guarded
against, but they are one and the same in their
foundation principle and grand working.

There is much jealousy in some quarters about
what is called the union of church and state, and
many fancy that great care is needed to prevent
the encroachment of the one upon the other. But
all this grows out of the confounding of civil
government with the state, and of ecclesiastical
polity with the church. The state has its govern-
ment—Democratic, Republican, Monarchical,—but
the government is not the state any more than
the lightning or the thunderbolt are the electrical
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agency from which they have their power. The
church has its polity^,—Congregational, Presby-
terian, Episcopal, —but the polity of the church is
not the church any more than the movements of
the spheres are the silent and majestic force which
guides them all. I have no interest at present in
discussing the question whether civil government
and ecclesiastical polity may or may not have
different lines and fields of action; that is a ques-
tion which will regulate itself when, in all civil
and ecclesiastical affairs the church and the state
are seen to have each its completeness, and both
their unity, in love to God and love to man.

Gentlemen’, whom this Commonwealth has
elected to administer the executive and the legis-
lative departments of her government, it is neither
my province nor desire to discuss here the particu-
lar statutes which ought or ought not to find a

place in the civil code of Massachusetts. I have
only to declare that Divine truth, which should
penetrate every statute, and shape the entire pro-
ceedings of government. As the perfect condi-
tion of society consists only in the perfect sway
of Christian principles, the grand question which
should enter into all your deliberations relates to
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the prevalence of these principles through the
entire structure of public and social life. The
intricate questions of social science, toward which
the attention of the world is turning in our time
more earnestly than ever before, the questions re-
lating to work and wages, to the treatment of the
poor and the unfortunate, the questions of taxation
and trade, the questions of reform and education
and punishment, the question of marriage and the
relation of the sexes to each other and to the state,
—all these may claim in a greater or less degree
your care, but none of them can be answered truly
except in the light of that organic unity of man-

kind, in which liberty has its defence, and law its
basis, and government its authority, and all social
order its harmonious adjustment.

The Christian principle is adequate to every
emergency. There is no social problem for which
it does not furnish the complete solution. If it
could only prevail, it would banish vice, and crime,
and every social disorder from the world, and
bring in universal peace and purity. It has pre-
vailed over some hearts, and, be the number few
or many, it does prevail over some at the present
day. Is not its universal prevalence, with all its
social blessings, something which the state may
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wisely seek? Nay, can the state wisely seek aught
else as its ultimate end? Is it not wise statesman-
ship which takes society as it is, and tries to make
it only what it ought to be? If the highest con-
dition to which any society can attain—the con-

dition, moreover, which leaves nothing beyond it
for desire—be that which is most truly Christian,
then is not that administration of public affairs
the wisest and the best where the Christian spirit
itself prevails, and all the proceedings of govern-
ment—executive, legislative and judicial—putting-
down whatever disintegrates society, and building
up whatever shall bind men in kindred fellowship,
shall move obedient thus to a Christian inspiration,
and shall seek thus, until they shall secure a uni-
versal brotherhood, the organic unity of all men?

You, gentlemen, have no other work to do than
to administer the affairs intrusted to you in just
this spirit. The particular statutes which you may
be called to enact or to execute will be true and
righteous altogether, only as they shall find light
and life from Christian wisdom and Christian love.
Your work will be judged as successful, and you
yourselves deemed to have worthily kept the trust
committed to your care, only as you turn from all
narrow and selfish and partisan measures, and
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declare for the guidance of this great Common-
wealth those principles of universal truth and jus-
tice and love, in which the true church and the
perfect state find their unity and their actualiza-
tion. In the light of this truth need I say that
you should be free from all suspicion of corruption
and bribery—from even the suspicion of acting
from other motives than this organic unity con-
tains? It is true that in some portions of our

land men high in authority have been induced by
money, or by the promise of another office, to
deeds by which selfish men could better gain their
selfish ends. It is true that some legislatures have
been led to pass corrupt measures by means most
corrupt. It is also true that the fair fame of
Massachusetts has been recently assailed by ac-
cusations of this sort. Let it be yours, gentlemen,
to prove that in everything with which you have
to do, such an aspersion is as false as it is re-

proachful. The government of Massachusetts
ought to be above suspicion. It ought to stand
like the beetling cliffs of the Massachusetts shore,
at whose feet the assailing waves break harmlessly
and are dispersed. You have the high task of
maintaining this high position, and you must main-
tain it so that the people of this Commonwealth,
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whose servants yon are, may fearlessly defy asper-

sions aimed against you. A measure which has

to be bargained for because it is for the good of
one and not for the good of all, or which can only
be passed by covert intrigue, because it inures to
the benefit of the few and not to the interest of

the many, should never even be considered by any

government, and if siich a measure be proposed
among us, the people of Massachusetts have a

right to expect that their governor and legislature
will trample it beneath their feet.

If a government will only have the earnestness
to study, and the energy to follow, where this
principle leads the way, its steps need never be
retraced. But whosoever turns aside from this
straight path, whosoever attempts legislation inde-
pendent of it, or inconsistent with it, takes a course
which begins in darkness, and, if continued in,
ends in destruction. The only clear and steady
light through all the ages, the only permanent
progress in history, belong to the kingdom of
Jesus Christ. Art, literature, science, civilization,
constitutions and forms of government, what
wrecks and ruins do they reveal, as through the
rolling centuries they have dawned and disap-
peared ! But the church does not die. It does

6
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not grow old nor weak nor weary. The only
imperishable treasures which man possesses are
what it has given to him. The only immortal
hopes he can cherish are in the prospect which the
church affords. Its only mission is to ride forth
conquering and to conquer, till the kingdoms of this
world shall have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Christ, and He shall reign for
ever and ever.

The institutions of the state which are not borne
along upon this advancing tide will be buried be-
neath it. So has it ever been. God’s word in
reference to His Son has never lacked fulfilment:
“ For the nation and kingdom that will not serve
Him shall perish; yea, those nations shall be
utterly wasted.” Neither has the promise ever

failed: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord, and the people whom he hath chosen for His
own inheritance.” “ Happy is that people that is

in such a case, yea, happy is that people whose
God is the Lord.”


