
HOUSE No. 27.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The memorial and petition of the undersigned, Josiah
Quincy, respectfully sheweth: That, as is well known to
your honorable body, the question how to deal with the rail-
road corporations of this country in such a way as effectually
to regulate the rates charged for the carriage of persons and
property is continually becoming more serious and compli-
cated, and is now engaging the attention of Congress and ofoc o o
the legislatures of all the States of the Union, without any
apparent prospect of a satisfactory solution ;

And whereas the experience of many years in all countries
has conclusively shown that the protection of the public in-
terests in this matter cannot be left to the operation of the
natural laws of competition and of supply and demand, for
the reason that combination is always possible, and in prac-
tice is invariably effected among private corporations owning
and operating lines of railroad ;

Also, that for reasons conclusively set forth in the Report
of the Board of Railroad Commissioners of this Common-
wealth for thepresent year, recently submitted to your honor-
able body, all attempts to effectually regulate and control the
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ch.3/1 wjCS on transportation by Act of legislatures, have, both
in this country and in Europe, wholly failed to accomplish
that result, and through the introduction of grave political
corruptions have tended rather to aggravate than to relieve
the existing difficulty;

And it further appears, as set forth in the aforesaid Report,
that such result has been accomplished in certain countries
through the ownership and operation by the governments
thereof of a portion of the railroad lines within the limits of
such countries; and, further, that in the cases referred to,
and in said report more particularly set forth, this result has
ensued, not from a legislative or governmental interference
with the management of railroads owned by private corpora-
tions, but through the influence of a secured and healthy
competition between railroads owned by the State and those
owned by individuals;

And, finally, as is well known to your honorable body,
large sums of public money, amounting to many millions of
dollars, have been expended in the construction of the Hoosac
Tunnel in this State, and that the work on said tunnel is now
so near completion that bills are pending before your honor-
able body looking to the consolidation of the railroad lines
connecting with said tunnel into one corporation, to be in
large part owned and controlled by private parties ;

Therefore, for the reasons above set forth, your petitioner
now respectfully prays, that in organizing a through railroad
route betweenBoston and the West, by way ofHoosac Tunnel,
your honorable body will not allow a controlling interest in
the corporation owning such thoroughfare to pass into the
hands of any private individuals, who will assuredly effect
ultimate combinations with those owning other competing
thoroughfares, to the great detriment of the public ; but that
instead of so doing, and thus jeopardizing the great public
benefit which might be made to result from the heavy outlay
of the Commonwealth in constructing said tunnel, you will
take measures for the assumption by the Commonwealth,
under its reserved rights, of the property and franchise of
the Fitchburg, and the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad
corporations, with a view to the public ownership and the
perpetual management in the public interest of this portion
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of the railroad system of the Commonwealth, to the end that
an effective railroad competition may hereafter be secured, and
that one channel of communication, uncontrolled by individu-
als, may forever exist between the people of Massachusetts
and those inhabiting other portions of their common country.

All which is respectfully submitted by your memoralist,

JOSIAH QUINCY.
Boston, January 27, 1873.




