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House of Representatives, March 20, 1873.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
Order of the House relating to the management and condition
of lock-ups, report the accompanying Pill.

Per order of the Committee,

EDWARD J. JONES.

(EommontucaUl) of illasoacliusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

AN ACT
Relating to the Management of Lock-ups.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled. and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows :

<£ommoniuealtt) of iftassadjusette.

1 Sect. 1. It shall be the duty of mayors of
2 cities, and of the selectmen in towns, now re-
-3 qnired by law to keep and maintain a lock-up, to.
4 annually appoint a lock-up keeper, who shall have
5 the custody and care of the lock-up, and of per-
-6 sons therein committed. Such appointment shall
7 be in writing, and for the term of one year, unless
8 sooner removed; which appointment shall be re-
-9 corded in the city and town clerk’s office, and the

10 person shall signify his acceptance of such ap-
-11 pointment within three'days after he has notice of
12 such appointment, and shall lie sworn to the faith-
-13 fnl discharge of his office.

1 Sect. 2. Persons appointed lock-up keepers
2 under the first section of this act shall have all the
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3 powers of police-officers, and shall have such com-
-4 pensation as shall be fixed by the said mayors
5 and selectmen at the time of their appointment, to
G be paid by the city and town; and there may be
7 charged on the warrant or other precept of the
8 officer, if any, a sum not exceeding fifty cents a
9 day for keeping, and one dollar a day for support,

10 which shall be paid to the city or town; and while
11 a person stands committed to the lock-up no other
12 charge for keeping or custody shall be made; and
13 there may be allowed and charged a sum not ex-
-14 ceeding one dollar for each person detained with-
-15 out a warrant, to be paid to the city or town, and
16 in such case no other charge shall be made for
17 detention or custody.

1 Sect. 3. Any city or town now required to
2 keep and maintain a lock-up, which shall neglect
3 to provide and maintain the same for three months,
4 shall forfeit ten dollars for each month’s neglect
5 thereafter, to be recovered by indictment. And if
6 the said mayors or selectmen for three months
7 neglect to appoint a lock-up keeper, they shall
8 forfeit ten dollars a month for each month of neg-
-9 lect.

1 Sect. 4. The lock-ups of the cities and towns
2 of the Commonwealth shall at all reasonable hours
3 be open and accessible to the constables of the
4 Commonwealth, sheriffs, constables and police
5 officers of cities and towns, for any legal and
6 proper use, and any lock-up keeper who shall
7 neglect to keep such lock-up open for such use,
8 or who shall refuse to permit the officers mentioned
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9 in this act to use such lock-ups for all legal and
10 official purposes, shall forfeit and pay a fine not
11 less than five nor more than twenty dollars, to be
12 recovered upon complaint before any court of com-
-13 petent jurisdiction.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


