
HOUSE No. 208.

House of Representatives, March 21, 1873.

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred the petition of George W. Kniffin and others of
West Stockbridge, having considered the [matter, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

QUINCY A. YINAL

(Hommcmmcaltl) of ittarisacljusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

AN ACT
To supply the town of West Stockbridge with Pure

Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. George W. Kniffin, William W.
2 Leavitt, Charles WT

. Kniffin, James S. Moore,
3 William F. Gale, I. C. Hare, A. E. Gaston,
4 William M. Kniffin and J. P. Nicholson, their
5 associates and successors, are hereby made a cor-

-6 poration by the name of the East Mountain Water
7 Company, for the purpose of supplying the in-
-8 habitants of West Stockbridge, in the county of
9 Berkshire, with pure water; with all the powers

10 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, re-

-11 strictions and liabilities set forth in all general
12 laws which now are or may hereafter be in force
13 relating to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may for the purposes
2 aforesaid hold real and personal estate not ex-
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3 ceeding in amount ten thousand dollars, and the
4 whole capital stock shall not exceed thirty thou-
-5 sand dollars, to be divided into shares of one hun-
-6 dred dollars each.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may purchase, lease,
2 hold and convey to, into and through the village
3 of West Stockbridge the water of any spring or
4 springs, or of any natural pond or ponds within
5 said town, and may take and hold real estate
6 necessary for laying and maintaining aqueducts
7 and reservoirs, and may purchase, or lease and
8 hold land around the margin of any such spring or
9 pond to an extent necessary for the preservation

10 and purity of the water so taken.
11 Said corporation shall, within sixty days after
12 the time of taking said lands, ponds or springs as
13 before provided, file in the office of the registry of
14 deeds in the southern district of the county of
15 Berkshire, a description of the lands, springs or
16 ponds so taken, sufficiently accurate for the identi-
-17 fication of the same, together with a statement of
18 the purpose for which such lands, springs or ponds
19 is taken, signed by the president of said cor-
-20 poration.

1 Sect. 4. Said corporation may make aqueducts
2 from any sources above mentioned through any
3 part of said town, and may maintain the same by
4 suitable works; may make reservoirs and hydrants,
5 and may distribute the water throughout said town
6 by laying down pipes; may establish the rents for
7 the use of such water, and may for the purpose of
8 distributing said water enter upon and dig up any
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9 town road or way within said town of West Stock-
-10 bridge, under the direction of the selectmen of
11 said town, in such a manner as to cause the least
12 hindrance to the travel on said roads and ways.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation shall he liable to pay
2 all damages sustained by any persons or corpora-
-3 tions in their property by the taking of any lands,
4 water or water-rights, or by the construction or
5 repairing of any dams, aqueducts or other works
6 for the purposes aforesaid.
7 If any person or corporation sustaining damages
8 as aforesaid cannot agree with said East Mountain
9 Water Company upon the amount of such dam-

-10 ages, they may be assessed by the county commis-
-11 sioners for the county of Berkshire, by making a
12 written application therefor within one year after
13 sustaining such damages, and either party ag-
-14 grieved by the doings of said commissioners in the
15 estimation of said damages, may have the same
16 settled by a jury; and if the damages are in-
-17 creased by the jury, the said East Mountain Water
18 Company shall pay all legal costs; hut otherwise,
19 the said costs shall be paid by the party claiming
20 damages; and the said commissioners and jury
21 shall have the same powers, and the proceedings
22 shall in all other respects be conducted in the same
23 manner, as provided in case of taking land for
24 highways.

1 Sect. 6. Any person who shall maliciously
2 divert the water or any part thereof of the sources
3 which shall be taken by said corporation, pursuant
4 to the provisions of this act, or who shall corrupt
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5 the same or render it impure, or who shall mali-
-6 ciously destroy or injure any dam, reservoir, aque-
-7 duct, pipe or hydrant or other property held,
8 owned or used by said corporation for the pur-
-9 poses of this act, shall pay three times the amount

10 of actual damage to the said corporation, to be
11 recovered by an action of tort, and every such
12 person, on conviction of either of the malicious
13 acts aforesaid, may be punished by a fine not
14 exceeding- one hundred dollars or imprisonment
15 not exceeding six months.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




