
HOUSE No. 282.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Throe.

AN ACT
Vesting Street Railway Tracks in the Towns and

Cities where the same are located, providing for
the formation of Street-Car Companies by general
law, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled ,

and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. On the first day of January next all
2 horse railroad tracks and fixtures which shall then
8 he within the limits of any public way or street in
4 any place in the Commonwealth, shall become the
5 absolute property of such place, and shall there-
-6 after be managed and controlled by the authori-
-7 ties having control of public ways and streets in
8 such place; and such authorities may from time to
9 time establish by-laws, ordinances, rules and regu-
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10 lations for the free use of street railway tracks in
11- suchjplace, by proper cars and vehicles.

1 Sect. 2. From and after said first day of Jan-
-2 uaryjtiext the authorities having jurisdiction of the
3 laying out and discontinuance of public ways and
4 streets shall have sole power to lay out and con-
-5 struct, and to discontinue street railway tracks in
6 the public ways and streets wherever they may
7 adjudge necessary for the public convenience, in
8 the same manner now provided by law for the
9 ordering and making of specific repairs upon and

10 the discontinuance of public ways: provided, that
11 the act shall not affect the rights or powers of
12 steam railroad corporation now or hereafter char-
-13 tered.

1 Sect. 3. Street railway companies existing on

2 said first day of January next may thereafter
3 carry on the business of owning and running
4 street cars in any place, subject to the provisions of
5 this act.

1 Sect. 4. The provisions of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and twenty-four of the acts of eighteen hun-
-3 dred and seventy, are hereby extended to include
4 and apply to any three or more persons who shall
5 associate themselves together by an agreement in
6 writing, with the intention of forming a corpora-
-7 tion for the purposes of owning and operating
8 street cars with a capital of not less than five
9 thousand nor more than five million dollars. The

10 corporate name of such corporations shall include
11 the words "Street Car Company. ’
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1 Sect. 5. Compensation for all rights, ease-
-2 ments, franchises, powers and property taken
3 under this act and for damages occasioned by the
4 laying or discontinuance of street railway tracks
5 shall be made in the manner now provided by law
6 in case of the laying out or discontinuance of pub-
-7 lie town ways or streets: provided, that the amount
8 of said compensation may in all cases be fixed by
9 agreement of the parties.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




