
HOUSE No. 309.

House of Representatives April 9, 1873.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Order requesting the Committee on Finance to ascertain and
report concerning certain expenses payable from the treasury
of the Commonwealth, report that they have considered the
subject, and submit for the consideration of the House the
annexed letter of Dr. Wheelwright, which contains all the
information now to be obtained upon the subject.

WILL’D P. PHILLIPS, Chairman.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.



2 [Apr.RELATING TO SMALL-POX.

My Dear Sir ;—I send you the following memoranda for
the consideration of your committee.

By chapter 26, section 16 of the General Statutes, in case
of " the plague or other Sickness dangerous to the public
health,” boards of health arc instructed to make such effectual
provision as they judge best for the safety of the inhabitants,
at the charge of the Commonwealth, if the parties are not
inhabitants of any town.

Section 51 of the same chapter restricts this provision from
applying to small-pox.

Chapter 189 of the Acts of 1872 destroys the restriction,
and the State stands pledged to repay to the cities and towns
all expenses necessary for the safety of their inhabitants, on
account of the small-pox, since the date of the approval of the
last-named Act (April 12, 1872).

This charge thus assumed by the State must necessarily be
very heavy. It cannot at present be accurately estimated.
It can only be approximated by comparing the bills already
received for a given number of cases with the whole number
of cases so far reported, and making allowance for those yet
to come in.

Since April 12, 1872, the State is responsible for about
1,200 cases of small-pox.

Boston reports the cost of 282 cases, supported between
September 13 and December 31, 1872, as $23,998.66. As a
majority of these patients died in a few days, the expense for
these 282 patients is much less than for a similar number in
1873, where a majority survived. It is hardly possible that
the bills of Boston can be covered for less than $60,000.
These bills are ranch less than the average of all the cases so
far received from the dilfereut municipalities.

Taunton sends in a bill of $2,072 for four patients. But this
costly, yet efficient action saved the city from severe and ex-
pensive disease. It was for "the safety of the inhabitants.”
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Fall River claims $3,060.81 for eleven cases. It seems a
large sum, but the energy and prudence of the authorities
were not exceeded in the State.

Wakefield claims $402.63 for two cases. Woburn asks
$750 for four cases.

The bill of Boston for coffins for state paupers, dead of
small-pox up to December 31, 1872, is $2,470. The additional
cost since that date will bring the sum up to $4,000. In the
remainder of the State it will probably be as much more fox-
coffins alone. The other burial expenses will be double the
amount.

In short, it seems that at least $lOO,OOO must be appropri-
ated for the support of those sick with small-pox, and $lO,OOO
for their burial. And it must be remembered that the end is
not yet. The disease is still creeping into the State and this
expense is still increasing.

The undersigned dosix-es to say nothing of the last branch
of the inquiry in the Order referred to your Committee, ex-
cept to remind you that the pestilence, crushed out elsewhere,
still hugs the railroad centres and the ports of entry.

Yours, truly,

11. B. WHEELWRIGHT.

To W. P. Phillips, Esq., ChairmanFinance Committee.
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