
HOUSE No. 344.

[Proposed by Mr. Palmer of Boston, as a substitute for Senate No. 148 ]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

AN ACT
To insure greater safety in the use of Steam-Boilers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives., in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall, before the first day
3 of July next, appoint three competent persons,
4 skilled in making and using steam-boilers and
5 steam-engines and machinery, to he examiners of
6 persons who shall apply to be licensed as steam-
-7 boiler testers or steam engineers; and said exam-
-8 iners shall be under the direction and control of
9 the secretary of the Commonwealth. They shall

10 hold their offices from the dates of their respective
11 appointments, one, two and three years respectively,

(Commoiuucaltl) of iltassacljusctte.
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12 from the first day of: July next; and in like manner
13 an examiner shall be appointed before the first day
14 July in each year, to continue in office three years
15 from said day. The governor, with the advice and
16 consent of the council, shall fill any vacancy by
17 the appointment of an examiner for the residue of
18 the term, and may removeany examiner.

1 Sect. 2. Any person may make application in
2 writing, accompanied with the payment of a fee of
3 ten dollars, to the secretary of the Commonwealth
4 to be licensed as a boiler tester or a steam engi-
-5 neer, or both, and within ten days after the receipt
6 thereof, the secretary shall appoint a time and
7 place for his examination, of which he shall give
8 the applicant at least ten days’ notice. The secre-
-9 tary shall, without delay, notify the examiners of

10 every such application, and of the time and place
11 appointed for the examination, and it shall be their
12 duty to meet in accordance with said notice and
13 proceed with the examination of the applicant,
14 which may be adjourned from time to time.
15 Every examination shall be conducted by at least
16 two of said examiners, and it shall extend, as far
17 as practicable, to the habits of the applicant, and
18 in case he applies to be licensed as a boiler tester,
19 to his knowledge of the construction and iise of
20 boilers and the appurtenances therewith connected
21 and his ability to determine whether the strength,
22 workmanship and composition of any hoiler and
23 its appurtenances are such that the same may be
24 used without hazard to life; and in case he applies
25 for a license as a steam engineer, to his skill and
26 experience in the use of boilers and steam ma-
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27 chinery and his ability to operate the same without
28 hazard to life. If it shall appear that the habits
29 and qualifications of the applicant are such that he
30 is a suitable person to be entrusted to perform the
31 duties of a boiler tester or a steam engineer, or
32 both, as the case may be, the examiners who shall
33 have conducted the examination shall file with the
34 secretary a certificate thereof, and the secretary
35 shall thereupon issue to the applicant a license for
36 the term of five years, in the form following: pro-
-37 vided, that no license shall be granted unless the
38 certificate of fitness shall have been concurred in
39 and signed by two examiners:—

40 To all whom it may concern:
41 [Name and residence of licensee] having been duly exam-
-42 ined, is hereby licensed to perform the duties of [a steam-boiler
43 tester, or a steam engineer, or both], for the term of five years
44 from the date hereof. This license is subject to revocation in
45 accordance with the provisions of law.
46 Witness my hand, and the seal of the Commonwealth, this
47 day of , A. D.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.

48 The secretary shall keep a record of all applica-
-49 tions for licenses, certificates and reports of ex-
-50 aminers, and licenses granted, or suspended, or
51 revoked.

1 Sect. 3. Upon complaint and proof satisfactory
2 to at least two of the examiners, of the negligence,
3 unskilfulness or intemperance of any licensee, or
4 of his wilful violation of any provision of this act,
5 his license shall be suspended or revoked, and a
6 certificate of such suspension or revocation, signed
7 by said examiners, shall be filed with the secretary.
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8 If a licensee, whose license shall have been so sus-
-9 pended or revoked, shall act as a steam-boiler

10 tester, or a steam engineer without first communi-
-11 eating to his employer the fact of such suspension
12 or revocation, while the same is in force, he shall
13 be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred
14 dollars, or imprisonment in the jail not exceeding
15 one year.

1 Sect. 4. The examiners shall establish and pre-
-2 scribe tests and rules by which licensed boiler
3 testers are to be governed in the performance of
4 their duties and the forms of applications for test-
-5 ing boilers to be made to them, and -of certificates
6 to be made by them, which last shall set forth in
7 detail the construction, dimensions, material and
8 list of equipments of the boiler examined, and the
9 condition thereof, and the pressure at which the

10 tests applied indicate it is safe to run the same,
11 and shall also declare in what respect, if any, such
12 boiler and equipment, or either, falls short of the
13 requirements of the. act of congress for the time
14 being regulating boilers and their equipments on
15 steam passenger vessels navigating the waters of
16 the United States or sailing under their fiag.

1 Sect. 5. The secretary shall pay from the fee
2 received from each applicant three dollars to each
3 of the examiners who shall have conducted his

4 examination, and shall retain and account tor the
5 balance in the same manner as other fees are
6 accounted for. Each examiner who shall have

7 attended the investigation of a complaint under the

8 provisions of the preceding section shall receive a
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9 fee of three dollars, to be paid out of the treasury
10 of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 6. Every person who shall have had
2 within the Commonwealth at any time within a

3 year prior to the first day ofMay in each year, any
4 steam-boiler, other than a railway locomotive-
-5 boiler, in use for the generation of steam for any
6 purpose, shall on said first day of May, make a
7 true return and statement to the assessors of the
8 city or town in which the same was so used, of
9 the following particulars respecting the same and

10 its use, viz.: one, kind of boiler; two, dimensions
11 (length and diameter) ; three, material of which
12 made; four, how set; five, situation on which
13 used; six, for what used; seven, pressure author-
-14 ized; eight, by whom tested; nine, when tested
15 last; ten, highest pressure used; eleven, how long
16 owned and used by me; twelve, description and
17 results of accidents during the year, and how
18 caused.
19 The assessors shall forward all such returns on
20 or before the first day of July annually to the
21 secretary of the Commonwealth, who shall tabu-
-22 late and cause the same to be printed, together
23 with a statement of the licenses granted under the
24 provisions of this act, and laid before the legisla-
-25 ture as one of the public series of documents.
26 The secretary shall seasonably in each year furnish
27 the assessors with blank forms of returns.

1 Sect. 7. Every manufacturer or dealer in
2 steam-boilers shall, upon the sale of any such
3 boiler, deliver therewith to the purchaser, a certi-
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4 ficate in duplicate, setting forth a full description
5 thereof, its dimensions, material, the tests to which
6 it has been subjected, the equipments with which
7 it is furnished, and how far the same are equal to
8 the requirements of the act of congress for the
9 time-being, with regard to boilers and equipments

10 on steam passenger vessels navigating the waters
11 of the United States or sailing under their flag,
12 and the pressure which may be safely used therein;
13 and the purchaser, before using the same, shall de-
-14 liver one of said certificates to the clerk of the city
15 or town in which such boiler is to be used, who
16 shall file and make record of the same; and any
17 such boiler which shall be brought from without
18 the Commonwealth, shall be subjected by the per-
il) son intending to use the same, to examination by
20 some competent person, and a like certificate shall
21 be delivered to such city or town clerk before the
22 same shall be put in use.

1 Sect. 8. Any licensed boiler tester other than
2 the engineer running or about to run the same,
3 shall, upon application and the receipt of such
4 reasonable fee as may be agreed upon, test and
5 examine any steam-boiler, its equipments and
6 appurtenances, in accordance with the require-
-7 ments and rules established by the examiners,
8 and shall make under oath a duplicate certificate,
9 in the form prescribed by the examiners, of the

10 result of such tests and examination, one copy of
11 which he shall deliver to the clerk of the city or
12 town in which such boiler is in use, who shall file
13 and make record of the same, and the other he

14 shall deliver to the person employing him.
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1 Sect. 9. The provisions of this act shall not
2 apply to railway locomotive-boilers.

1 Sect. 10. Whoever shall fail or neglect to
2 make the return and statement required of him
3 by the provisions of section six, shall be punished
4 by a fine of twenty dollars for each boiler he shall
5 fail or neglect to return.

1 Sect. 11. Any manufacturer or dealer in steam-
-2 boilers who, upon the sale of any such boiler, shall
3 fail or neglect to deliver therewith to the purchaser
4 the certificate required by the provisions of section
5 seven, shall be punished by a fine of one hundred
6 dollars.

1 Sect. 12. Any person whose duty it is, under
2 the provisions of this act, to deliver any certificate
3 to any city or town clerk, who shall neglect or fail
4 so to do, shall be punished by a fine of not exceed-
-5 ing fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 13. Any licensed boiler tester who shall
2 knowingly make any false statement or represent-
-3 ation in the certificate to be made under the pro-
-4 visions of section eight, shall be punished by a fine
5 of not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprison-
-6 ment in the jail not exceeding two years, or both.

1 Sect. 14. In case of accident occurring from
2 the bursting or explosion of any steam boiler or
3 engine, or equipment of any boiler, the person
4 using or employing the same shall be liable in an
5 action of tort for all damages to persons or prop-
-6 erty caused by said explosion, and in case of the
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7 death of any person, caused by such explosion, to
8 his personal representatives, in the sum of five
9 thousand dollars, unless he shall prove that within

10 one year previous to said explosion, the boiler,
11 engine and equipments had been examined and
12 tested by a licensed boiler tester and found at least
13 equivalent to the requirements of the act of con-
-1-1 gress for the time-being, with regard to boilers in
15 use on steam passenger vessels, was at the time of
16 the accident under charge of a competent person,
17 and had not been run at any time since the test, at
18 a pressure exceeding the pressure designated as
19 safe by the boiler tester, or unless it shall appear
20 that deficiencies of boiler or equipment, excessive
21 pressure, or incompetency of the engineer did not
22 contribute to the disaster.

1 Sect. 15. Any person employed to run and
2 manage a steam-boiler who shall allow at any time
3 the pressure of steam to exceed by ten per cent.
4 the prescribed pressure above the atmosphere in
5 pounds, shall be fined for each offence fifty dollars,
6 and if a certificated engineer shall lose his certifi-
-7 cate.

1 Sect. 16. All boilers owned or used by the
2 Commonwealth in any building owned or used for
3 any public purpose, shall be inspected and fully
4 equipped to tbe highest standard of the law, and
5 shall at all times, while under steam, be under
6 charge of a certificated engineer, and the officer in
7 charge of the building shall not allow any person
8 other than a certificated engineer, to run, operate
9 or manage such boiler.


