
HOUSE No. 345.

[The Report of the Committees on Education and Finance concerning
this Bill are printed in House, No. 338.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

AN ACT
To establish a Half-mill School Fund, and to dis-

tribute the same with the income of the Massachu-
setts School Fund for the support of schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. A tax of one-half of one mill on the
2 dollar shall be annually assessed and collected upon
3 all the property of the Commonwealth according
4 to the valuation thereof, and shall be known as the
5 half-mill tax for the support of public schools.

1 Sect. 2. Said tax shall be assessed, collected
2 and paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth
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3 in the same manner as the other state taxes, and
4 shall be designated as the "Half-mill Sc-hool
5 Fund.”

1 Sect. 3. Said fund, together with so much of
2 the annual income of the Massachusetts school
3 fund as shall not have been otherwise appropriated,
4 shall be apportioned and distributed for the sup-
-5 port of public schools without a specific appropria-
-6 tion. The apportionment shall he made by the
7 secretary and treasurer in the following manner, to
8 wit: One hundred dollars shall be apportioned to
9 each city and town, and the residue shall he ap-

-10 portioned to the several cities and towns according
11 to the number of persons therein between the ages
12 of five and fifteen years, ascertained and certified
13 as provided by law; and the amounts so appor-
-14 tioned shall, on the twenty-fifth day of January of
15 each year, be paid over by the treasurer to the
16 treasurers of the several towns and cities, for the
17 use of the public schools, and for no other purpose
18 whatsoever. But no such payment shall be made
19 to any city or town which has not complied with
20 the requisitions of the first and second sections of
21 chapter thirty-eight, and the fourth, fifth and sixth
22 sections of chapter forty of the General Statutes,
23 and with the requirements of chapters forty-one
24 and forty-two of said statutes, and of any acts in
25 addition to, or in alteration and amendment of
26 either of said sections or chapters; and which has
27 not also raised by taxation for the support of
28 schools during the school-year embraced in the
29 last annual returns, including only wages and
30 board of teachers, fuel for the schools and care of
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31 fires and school-rooms, not less than three dollars
32 for each person between the ages of five and fif-
-33 teen belonging to said city or town on the first day
34 of May of said school-year.

1 Sect. 4. The amount so paid to the several
2 cities and towns shall be subject to the order of
3 the school committees thereof, who shall apply the
4 same to the support of the public schools therein,
5 but said committees may, if they see fit, appropri-
-6 ate therefrom any sum, not exceeding twenty per
7 cent, of the same, to the purchase of books of ref-
-8 erence, maps, and apparatus for the use of said
9 schools.

1 Sect. 5. All money specifically appropriated
2 for educational purposes, unless otherwise provid-
-3 ed by the act appropriating the same, shall be
4 paid from the income of the school fund. The un-
-5 expended balances of such appropriations, and
6 sums forfeited by the cities and towns under the
7 provisions of section third of this act, or of section
8 nine of chapter forty of the General Statutes,
9 which are hereby made applicable to the fund

10 created by this act, shall be added to the principal
11 of the school fund.

1 Sect. 6. The provisions of the second section
2 requiring compliance with chapters forty and forty-
-3 two of the General Statutes shall take effect on the
4 apportionment and distribution in said section,
5 provided to be made in January, eighteen hundred
6 and seventy-five.
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1 Sect. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect on its
2 passage.


