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House of representatives Feb. 26, 1886.

The following petition and memorial of the Massachusetts
Homoeopathic Medical Society, relating to the formation of a
State Board of Health, was presented by Mr. Hosmee of
Concord :

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Mas-
sachusetts :

The Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, at a
meeting held in Boston on Feb. 11, 1885, unanimously
voted,— That in the event of the formation of a State Board
of Health, distinct from, and independent of, the Board of
Lunacy and Charity, as is now proposed, it is exceedingly
desirable that the members of the new board be not ap-
pointed exclusively from the Massachusetts Medical Society.
For we believe: First, that a State Board of Health should
not be made up entirely of physicians, and that its efficiency
would be greater if a certain proportion of its members
should be drawn from other walks in life; and, second, that
the representation of the medical profession on the board
should be a bona fide representation of the three branches of
the profession, indicated by the three societies specially
chartered by the State, and not an ex parte representation of
any one school of medicine which may be antagonistic to the
others. The Massachusetts Homocepathic Medical Society
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therefore respectfully represents that, in its opinion, it is
extremely desirable that the medical representation on the
State Board of Health should consist of at least one member
from each ot the three specially incorporated medical
societies of the State, and that neither of these societies
shall have more than two representatives thereon.

And this society respectfully petitions that a provision
to this effect be incorporated in the act to establish the pro-
posed State Board of Health.

CHAS. L. NICHOLS,
President.

N. W. EMERSON,
Secretary of the Mass. Horn. Med. Society.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massaohu-
chusetts, in General Court assembled:

The Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society begs to
present to your honorable body the following memorial:

This Society was incorporated by the State of Massachu-
setts in 1856, thirty years ago. It holds at the present time
a membership of two hundred and thirty duly educated and
honorable physicians, located in different parts of the State;
and it represents the medical opinions and practice of sev-
eral hundred other physicians, and many thousands of citi-
zens and tax-payers of this State.

The members of this Society feel a deep interest in all
matters pertaining to the general health and well-being of
the community, and have watched with interest the action of
the Massachusetts Medical Society, which, in June last,
passed resolutions recommending the re-establishment of a
separate State Board of Health, and appointed a committee
in furtherance of this object, consisting of Drs. George B.
Shattuck of Boston, John M. Harlow of Woburn, Richard
L. Hodgdon of Arlington, A. H. Johnson of Salem, S. D.
Presbrey of Taunton, and Emerson Warner of Worcester.
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Through the efforts of this committee of the Massachu-
setts Medical Society large numbers of petitions have been
circulated in various parts of the State praying your honor-
able body to establish such a State Board of Health.

Now, while they would favor such a measure, properly
prepared, and would warmly approve any measure which
tends to better secure the health and welfare of the com-
munity, your memorialists desire to present the following
facts for your consideration :

In 1781 your honorable predecessors wisely granted a
charter for the establishment of the Massachusetts Medical
Society, which Society was designed to include every phy-
sician in the State who possessed a suitable medical educa-
tion and proper moral character. In fact, these legislators
went beyond the genera] idea of allowing membership to
such'fphysicians subject to the whims and caprices of other
physicians, and knowing that jealousies and prejudices
might possibly arise, which, to the injury of the public,
could debar suitable physicians from membership, they in-
serted a provision in the charter imposing “ a fine of five
hundred dollars upon the president or other officer who
should obstinately refuse to examine any applicant for mem-
bership.”

Notwithstanding such express provisions of the charter
this Society has of late years debarred from membership
physicians of education and character simply because they
differed from the majority in regard to the importance and
efficacy of drugs in the treatment of the sick and the
methods of administering the same. Moreover, they have
expelled from membership, as guilty of misconduct, those
who held such diverse views and methods. Furthermore, if,
for the saving of human life or the comfort of the sick, any
member shall consult with or countenance any physician
thus, expelled or debarred from membership, he shall be
deemed to have committed an offence worthy of his own
expulsion from the said Society.

Such action on the part of said Society your memorialists
consider to be not only in violation of their charter, but
also destructive of “ freedom of medical opinion and action ”

on the part of the profession and subversive of the rights of
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the community, who, in cases of sickness, should be free to
secure such talent or combination thereof as they may deem
best, without prohibition or hindrance from any individual
or medical society.

The State Board of Health which existed from 1869 to
1879, in accordance with the policy of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, practically debarred your memorialists
from any professional relationship with that Board. None
of their number were appointed to its membership, or their
opinions sought in matters pertaining to the health of the
community; nor were they included generally with those
who received from the Board documents considered of im-
portance to the medical profession.

The same spirit of ostracism and intolerance exercised by
the Massachusetts Medical Society towards your memorial-
ists has, in a large degree, been intruded upon the institu-
tions of the State. That physicians believe, or even hold
opinions favorable to, what is known as homoeopathy, is a
sufficient reason for excluding them from occupying official
positions or rendering professional service; thereby pre-
venting these institutions from receiving or even testing the
efficacy of what your memorialists, as well as large and
rapidly increasing numbers of the community, believe to he
an improved method of medical practice. Such exclusion
not only harms the institution upon which it is forced, but
also limits investigation and progress on the part of the
medical profession and works a serious injury directly and
indirectly to the entire community.

The same influence of the Massachusetts Medical Society
extends to other public institutions not directly under the
care of the State. In the Boston City Hospital, supported
by the equal taxation of all the citizens, under the dictation
of a medical board composed wholly of members of the above-
named Society, not only are the inmates denied the privilege
of receiving homoeopathic treatment if they wish, but homoeo-
pathic medical students, with unjust discrimination, are re-
fused admission to the wards of the hospital when they seek
it in order to familiarize themselves with the care of the sick
and to learn the methods here practised, an intolerance not
exercised, so far as we can learn, anywhere outside the State
of Massachusetts.
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Under such conditions can your honorable body wonder
that we, and that the public, should look with distrust and
suspicion upon any new movement emanating from the Mas
sachusetts Medical Society, and we respectfully ask, in the
establishment of a State Board of Health, that you will prop-
erly guard our interests, and the far greater interests of the
community which we represent.

Therefore, we ask that, should you deem it wise to again
establish a separate State Board of Health, each of the three
incorporated State Medical Societies, to wit, the Massachu-
setts Medical Societ} r

, the Massachusetts Homoeopathic
Medical Society, and the Massachusetts Eclectic Medical
Society, shall be therein represented ; and that at least one,
and not more than two, members from each of the above-
named societies shall be appointed members of said Board of
Health.

Respectfully submitted by your memorialists,

I. T. TALBOT,
JOHN L. COFFIN,
H. C. CLAPP,
FRANK C. RICHARDSON,
A. J. FRENCH,

Committee of the Mass. Homoeopathic Medical Society.








