
HOUSE ..... No* 318.

[House, No. 299, as ordered to a third reading.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six

AN ACT
To provide for the Division of the City of Boston

into Forty-eight Wards and to reorganize the
City Council.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House 'of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. An ordinance making a new di-
-2 vision of the city into wards, passed by the city
3 council of the city of Boston and approved by the
4 mayor of said city, December twenty-third, eigh-
-5 teen hundred and eighty-live, is hereby annulled.
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1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the city council
2 of said city, and they are hereby thereunto em-
-3 powered, by the twentieth day of May, eighteen
4 hundred and eighty-six, to make a new division of
5 said city into forty-eight wards, in such a man-
(s ner as to include as nearly as may be, an equal
7 number of voters in each ward, having due regard
8 for well-defined limits to each ward. The board
9 of assessors of taxes of said city shall divide said

10 wards into voting precincts in the manner pre-
-11 scribed by chapter two hundred and forty-three
12 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
13 seventy-eight.

1 Sect. 3. In case the city council of the city of
2 Boston shall fail to exercise the powers granted
3 them in the preceding section, before the twenti-
-4 eth day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and
5 eighty-six, such powers shall thereupon cease and
6 determine. It shall then be the duty of the
7 mayor of said city to appoint three discreet men,
8 inhabitants of said city, not members of the city
9 council, who shall forthwith divide said city into

10 forty-eight wards, in such manner as prescribed
11 in the preceding section, and shall make report of
12 their proceedings, and of such division, to the city
13 council of Boston, by the thirty-first day of said
14 May, and such division into wards shall be in force
15 until the next decennial division into wards. In
1(3 case said commission fail to make said division
17 into wards, or in case said division shall not have
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18 been made by said date in accordance with this
19 act, the committee on cities shall report such fur-
-20 ther legislation as may be necessary.

1 Sect. 4. The common council of Boston, on
2 and after the first day of January, eighteen hnn-
-3 dred and eighty-seven, shall consist of one mem-
-4 her from each ward.

1 Sect. 5. The board of aldermen of Boston, on
2 and after the first day of said January, shall con-
-3 sist of sixteen members, to be elected by districts,
4 and each district shall consist of three contiguous
5 wards, to be designated by the city council of
6 said city.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








