
HOUSE No. 357.

House of Representatives, May 11, 1886.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of D. J. Marston and others of Amesbury and Salis-
bury, that said towns may be united or that a part of
Salisbury may be annexed to Amesbury, report the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

S. S. TAFT.

(Hommcmrocaltl) of iftassadjusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
To annex a Part of the Town of Salisbury to the

Town of Amesbury.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. So much of the town of Salisbury,
2 in the county of Essex, as lies within the folloAV-
-3 ing named lines, to wit: Beginning at the north-
-4 erly corner of the Essex Merrimack Bridge,
5 thence on a line running north and one-half a
6 degree west about four hundred and ninety-three
7 rods to the centre of the PoAvder House on Poav-
-8 der House Hill; thence running north eleven
9 and one-quarter degrees east about six hundred

10 and seventy-tAvo rods, to a stone bound on the
11 boundary line between Ncav Hampshire and Mas-

€ommcmu)caltl) of Masqat ljusctts.
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12 sachnsetts; thence westerly by the New Harap-
-13 shire boundary line to the middle of the Powow

14 River and to the town of Amesbury; thence run-

-15 ning southerly by the eastern boundary of Ames-
-16 bury to the southern boundary of said Amesbury
17 by the Merrimac River; thence easterly by the
18 Merrimac River and the southern boundary of
19 the town of Salisbury to the easterly side of the
20 island known as Deer Island; thence northerly
21 around the easterly side of said island to the
22 northeasterly corner of said island; thence in a
23 straight line northwesterly to the point of begin-
-24 ning, with all the inhabitants and estates therein,
25 is hereby set off from the town of Salisbury and
26 annexed to and made a part of the town of Ames-
-27 bury. And said inhabitants shall hereafter be in-
-28 habitants of Amesbury, and shall enjoy all the
29 rights and privileges and be subject to all the
30 duties and liabilities of the inhabitants of
31 said Amesbury.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants and estates within
2 the territory above described, and the owners of
3 said estates, shall be holden to pay all taxes
4 legally assessed upon them by the town of Salis-
-5 bury, and all taxes heretofore assessed and not
6 collected shall be collected, and paid to the town
7 of Salisbury, in the same manner as if this act
8 had not been passed. And until the next state
9 valuation, the town of Amesbury shall annually,

10 on or before the month of November, pay to the
11 town of Salisbury seventy-eight one-hundredths
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12 of all the state and county taxes which may be
13 assessed upon the town of Salisbury, and the
14 assessors of the town of Amesbury shall return
15 the valuation of that part of the town of Salis-
1G bury hereby annexed to the town of Amesbury
17 to the secretary of the Commonwealth and to the
18 county commissioners of the county of Essex.

1 Sect. 3. All taxes assessed upon the inhabi-
-2 tants and estates within the territory above de-
-3 scribed, for the current year, shall be collected,
4 and paid to the town of Salisbury, in the same
5 manner as if this act had not been passed; and the
6 town of Salisbury shall, after deducting the
7 amount expended in said town during the cur-

-8 rent fiscal year, prior to the time when this act
9 tabes effect, and after deducting the expense of

10 assessing and collecting the same, pay to the
11 town of Amesbury seventy-eight one-hundredths
1 2 of the balance of the taxes so collected.

1 Sect. 4. The towns of Amesbury and Salis-
-2 bury shall be liable respectively for the relief and
3 support of all persons who now do or shall here-
-4 after stand in need of relief as paupers, who may
5 derive or acquire or have derived or acquired a
6 settlement within their respective limits, and the
7 town of Amesbury shall annually pay to the town
8 of Salisbury such proportion of all costs for the
9 relief and support of persons now or hereafter

10 needing aid as paupers who may have derived or

11 acquired a settlement by reason of military sei-
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12 vice as part of the quota of the town of Salis-
-13 bury, or who cannot be located on the site whence
14 their settlement is derived, or whereon it was
15 acquired, as the valuation of the town of Salis-
-16 bury as bounded after this act takes effect bears
17 to that of the town of Salisbury as it is now
18 bounded, according to the last state valuation
19 prior to said relief and support.

1 Sect. 5. The town ofAmesbury shall assume
2 and pay all the net indebtedness of the town of
3 Salisbury, except the sum of five thousand dollars,
4 which sum shall be paid by the town of Salisbury.
5 The town of Salisbury shall retain and own all
6 the records, books, cases and safes, and all the
7 corporate property within the limits of said town.
8 And the town of xYmesbnry shall own all the cor-
-9 porate property within that part of the town of

10 Salisbury hereby annexed to the town of Ames-
-11 bury.

1 Sect. 6. The towns of Amesbury and Salis-
-2 bury shall, until otherwise provided by law', con-
-3 tinue to be a part of the seventh congressional
4 district, of the fifth councillor district, of the
5 fourth Essex senatorial district and of the eigh-
-6 teenth representative district.

1 Sect. 7. In case said towns shall not agree
2 upon a division of property, debts, unpaid taxes,
3 state or county taxes, expenses incurred in sup-
-4 port of paupers and all other existing town lia-
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5 bilities, the supreme court for the county of Essex
6 shall, upon the petition of either town, appoint
7 three commissioners to hear the parties and de-
-8 termine the matters of difference and their award,
9 or the award of any two of them, being accepted

10 by said court, shall be final.

1 Sect. 8. The town ofAmesbury shall assume
2 and pay all indebtedness now due, and that may
3 hereafter become duo, and all liabilities to the
4 Powow Hill Water Company by reason of the
5 contract existing between the town of Salisbury
6 and said water company, and of any supply of
7 water furnished or to be furnished to that part of
8 the town of Salisbury hereby annexed to the town
9of Amesbury. And shall repay to the town of

10 Salisbury any sums of money that said town of
11 Salisbury shall hereafter pay to said water com-
-12 pany for any supply of water furnished under said
13 contract to that part of Salisbury hereby annexed
14 to Amesbury.

1 Sect. 9. The town of Salisbury shall continue
2 to pay the expense assessed upon said town for
3 the maintenance and repair of the Newburyport
4 bridge, and the town of Amesbury shall annually
5 pay to the town of Salisbury seventy-eight one-
-6 hundredths of the amount so expended until such
7 time as a now apportionment shall be made, or a
8 different method adopted for the maintenance of
9 said bridge. The town of Amesbury shall here-

-10 after pay the expense assessed upon the towns of
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11 Amesbury and Salisbury for the maintenance and
12 repair of the Essex Merrimac bridge and the town
13 of Salisbury shall annually pay to the town of
14 Amesbury eleven one hundredths of the amount
15 so expended, until such time as a new apportion-
-16 ment shall be made or a different method adopted
17 for the maintenance of said bridge.

1 Sect. 10. The town of Amesbury is hereby
2 authorized to receive the property and to assume
3 the indebtedness of the Amesbury Mills fire dis-
-4 trict and of tbe Salisbury Mills fire district : pro-
-5 vided, that both said districts shall, at meetings
6 duly called for that purpose, assent to the same.

1 Sect. 11. The town of Amesbury shall bear
2 the expense of making the necessary surveys and
3 establishing the lines and erecting the monuments
4 between the towns of Amesbury and Salisbury.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon the
2 first day of July next.




