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House of Representatives, May 20, 1886.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom was referred
the petition of the Charlestown Gas Company for an
amendment to its charter so that it may be authorized to fur-
nish electric light, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

JOHN W. HALLETT

Cmitmcmrucftlti] of illassadjusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
To authorize the Charlestown Gas Company to fur-

nish Electric Light.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled . and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Charlestown Gas Company,
2 in addition to the rights and powers conferred
3 upon it by its original act of incorporation, and
d the acts amendatory thereof, is hereby authorized
5 to furnish the inhabitants of that part of the city
6 of Boston which was formerly Charlestown, and
7 of the city of Somerville, or either of them, with
8 electric light.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation, first having
2 obtained the consent of the board of aldermen of
3 the respective cities, is hereby authorized, under
4 the direction and control of the said board of
5 aldermen, to dig up and open the grounds in any
6 of the streets and highways thereof, so far as is
7 necessary for the purpose of laying lines of wire
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8 to carry into effect the authority hereby given,
9 and for the purpose of keeping the said lines in

10 repair; and to erect and maintain lines of wire
11 upon or above the surface of said streets and
12 highways; but such consent shall not affect the
13 light or remedy to recover damages for an injury
14 caused to persons or property by the doings of
15 said corporation under the authority herein given.
16 The said corporation shall put all streets and
17 highways which are opened into as good repair
18 as they were in when opened, and upon failure so
19 to do within a reasonable time shall be deemed
20 guilty of a nuisance.

1 Sect. 3. When a party injured in his person
2 or property by a defect in a street or highway,
3 caused by the operations of said corporation in
4 laying down, erecting, maintaining or repairing
5 its lines of wire or otherwise obstructing such
6 street or highways, recovers damages therefor of
7 the city wherein such injury is received, such
8 city shall, in addition to the damages so recov-
-9 ered against it, be entitled to recover all the tax-

-10 able costs of the plaintiff and defendant in the
11 same action, in a suit brought against said cor-
-12 poration, if said corporation be liable for said
13 damages, and if reasonable notice is given by
14 such city to it, so that it may defend the original
15 action.

1 Sect. 4. The board of aldermen of said cities
2 respectively may regulate, restrict and control all
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3 acts and doings of said corporation which may in
4 any manner affect the health, safety, convenience
5 or property of the inhabitants of their respective
G cities.

1 5. Except as hereinbefore expressly
2 provided, said corporation shall have all the
3 powers and privileges, and be subject to all the
4 duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all
5 general laws which now are or hereafter may be
6 in force relating to electric light companies.

1 Sect. G. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


