
HOUSE No. 407.

[Mr. Bailey of Everett gives notice that he will move to substitute
this bill for the report of the JointCommittee on the Judiciary inexpe-
dient to legislate.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1
, Section 1. AYhen a person is in possession

2 of real estate claiming an estate of inheritance,
3 or for life, or for a term of years of which not
4 less than ten years remains unexpired, or is in the
5 enjoyment of an easement therein, and any other
6 person claims or apparently has an adverse right
7 or interest, present or inchoate, or claims that such
8 estate is subject to a condition, proviso, covenant,
9 agreement, easement, incumbrance or right, pres-

-10 ent or inchoate, to the benefit of which he is enti-
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11 tied or in which he is interested, the supreme
12 judicial court or the superior court shall have ju-
-13 risdiction in equity, upon a suit instituted by the
14 person having such possession or enjoyment, to
15 determine and declare the respective rights and
16 interests of the parties and to establish and quiet
17 the title, and to make such orders and decrees as
18 shall seem fit.

1 Sect. 2. Such suit shall be brought in the
2 county in which the real estate, or a part thereof,
3 is situated, but may be heard in any county.

1 Sect. 3. The court shall have power to ap-
-2 point suitable guardians and agents to represent
3 any person or persons unborn, unascertained or

4 legally incompetent to act in their own behalf, or
5 persons absent from or who cannot be found
6 within the Commonwealth, and may cause such
7 notices to be given to all parties interested as the
8 court or justice thereof shall deem necessary, and
9 may do every other act and thing necessary to

10 enable the court to make a valid and binding ad-
-11 judication on the subject-matter in controversy.

1 Sect. 4. The decree of the court in such case
2 shall be binding upon all parties who were or
3 might have been heard therein, and, when such
4 decree or a duly certified copy thereof shall have
5 been recorded in the registry of deeds for county
6 or district in which the real estate is situated,
7 such decree shall be binding upon all persons
8 claiming by, through or under such parties.


