
HOUSE No. 411.

House of Representatives, May 27, 1886.

The Committee on Agriculture, who were instructed to
consider the expediency of further legislation relating to the
sale of imitation butter and a petition relative to the same
subject, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

SAMUEL B. BIRD.
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1 Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter fifty-
-2 six of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so

3 as to read as follows: Whoever, by himself or
4 his agents, sells, exposes for sale or has in his
5 possession with intent to sell, any article, sub-
-6 stance or compound, made in imitation or sem-
-7 blance of butter, or as a substitute for butter, and
8 not made exclusively and wholly of milk or cream,
9 or containing any fats, oils or grease not produced

10 from milk or cream, shall have the words “ insta-
ll tion butter,” or if such substitute is the compound
12 known as “ oleomargarine,” then the word “ oleo-
-13 margarine,” or, if it is known as “ butterine,” then

AN ACT
In relation to the Inspection and Sale of Imitation

Butter.

Common uicaltl) of iHassacljnsetts

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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14 the word “ butterine,” stamped, labelled or marked,
15 in a straight line, in printed letters of plain, un-

-16 condensed Gothic type, not less than one-half
17 inch in length, so that said words cannot be easily
18 defaced, upon the top, side and bottom of every
19 tub, firkin, box or package containing any of said
20 article, substance or compound. The said stamp,
21 label or mark shall contain no other words. And
22 whoever, by himself or his agents, exposes or

23 offers for sale any of the said article, substance
24 or compound not in the original package, shall
25 attach to the said article, substance or compound,
26 in a conspicuous place, a label bearing the Avords
27 “imitation butter,” “ oleomargarine ” or “butter-
-28 ine,” as the article may be, in printed letters of
29 plain, uncondensed Gothic type, not less than one-
-30 half inch in length. And in cases of retail sales of
31 any of said article, substance or compound not in
32 the original packages, the seller shall, by himself
33 or his agents, attach to each package so sold, and
34 shall deliver therewith to the purchaser, a label
35 or wrapper bearing, in a conspicuous place, upon
36 the outside of the package, the words “ imita-
-37 tion butter,” “oleomargarine” or “butterine,”
38 and no other words, in printed letters, in a straight
39 line, of plain, uncondensed Gothic type, not less
40 than one-half inch in length.

1 Sect. 2. Section nineteen of chapter fifty-six
2 of the Public Statutes is amended so as to read
3 as follows: Whoever sells, exposes for sale or
4 has in his possession with intent to sell, any arti-
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5 cle, substance or compound made in imitation or
6 semblance of butter or cheese, or as a substitute
7 for butter or cheese, except as provided in the
8 preceding section, and whoever defaces, erases,
9 cancels or removes any mark, stamp, brand, label

10 or wrapper provided for in said section, or in any
11 manner shall falsely label, stamp or mark any
I'l box, tub, article or package marked, stamped or
13 labelled as aforesaid, shall for every such offence
14 forfeit to the city or town where the offence was

15 committed one hundred dollars, and for a second
16 and each subsequent offence two hundred dol-
-17 lars.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever, by himself or his agents,
2 sells, exposes for sale or has in his possession with
3 intent to sell, any article, substance or compound
4 made in imitation or semblance of butter or as a

5 substitute for butter, and not made exclusively
6 and wholly of milk or cream, or containing any
7 fats, oils or grease not produced from milk or

8 cream, contained in any box, tub, article or pack-
-9 age marked or labelled with the word “ dairy ”

10 or the word “ creamery,” shall for every such
11 offence forfeit to the city or town where the

12 offence was committed one hundred dollars, and
13 for a second and each subsequent offence two
14 hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Every person who conveys any imi-

-2 tation butter, oleornargine or butterinein carriages
3 or otherwise, for the purpose of selling the same



51886.] HOUSE No. 411.

4 in any city or town, shall, within thirty days of
5 the passage of this act, and annually on the first
6 day of May or within thirty days thereafter, be
7 licensed by the inspector or inspectors of milk of
8 such city or town, to sell the same within the
9 limits thereof, and shall pay to such inspector or

10 inspectors fifty cents to the use of the city or town.
11 The inspector or inspectors shall pay over monthly
12 to the treasurer of such city or town all sums col-
-13 lected by him or them. In towns in which there
14 is no inspector of milk, licenses shall be issued
15 by the town clerk. Licenses shall be issued only
16 in the names of the owners of carriages or other
17 vehicles, and shall, for the purposes of this chap-
-18 ter, be conclusive evidence of ownership. No
19 license shall be sold, assigned or transferred.
20 Each license shall record the name, residence,
21 place of business, number of carriages or other
22 vehicles used, the name and residence of every
23 driver or other person engaged in carrying or
24 selling imitation butter, oleomargarine or butter-
-25 ine, and the number of the license. Bach licensee
26 shall, before engaging in the sale of any of the
27 articles as aforesaid, cause his name, the number
28 of his license, his place of business and the words
29 “ dealer in oleomargarine,” “ dealer in butterine ”

30 or “ dealer in imitation butter,” as the case may
31 be, to be legibly placed on each outer side of all
32 carriages or vehicles used by him in the convey-
-33 ance and sale of the articles as aforesaid, in
34 Gothic letters not less than one inch in length,
35 and he shall report to the inspector or inspectors
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36 any change of driver or other person employed
37 by him which may occur during the term of his
38 license. Whoever, without being first licensed
39 under the provisions of this section, sells any of
40 the articles as aforesaid, or exposes or offers them
41 for sale, from carriages or other vehicles, or has
42 them in his custody or possession with intent so
43 to sell, and whoever violates any of the provisions
44 of this section, shall, for a first offence, be pun-
-45 ished by fine of not less than thirty nor more
46 than one hundred dollars; for a second offence,
47 by fine of not less than fifty nor more than three
48 hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. Every person, before selling or offer-
-2 ering for sale any of the articles as aforesaid in a
3 store, booth, stand or market-place in a city or

4 in a town in which an inspector or inspectors of
5 milk are appointed, shall annually register in the
6 books of such inspector or inspectors, or if there
7 be no inspector then in the books of the town
8 clerk, and shall pay to him or them fifty cents to
9 the use of such city or town; and whoever ne-

-10 gleets to so register shall be punished for each
11 offence by fine not exceeding twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






