
HOUSE .... No. 457.

House of Representatives, June 11, 1886.
Report of The Committee on Finance.i, to whom was recommitted the

bill, as amended, “ to provide for the better accommodation
of the departments and officers of the state government in
the city of Boston,” report the bill as it came to them from
the House, but with such statistical information herewith as
was verbally given by the committee to the House during
the discussion of the bill; viz., the assessed and estimated
value and extent of the different parcels of land embraced in
the bill as follows :

Estates easterly on Mount Vernon, Beacon and Bowdoin streets,
16,590 feet, assessed at $266,000.

Estates northerly on Mount Vernon, 25,623 feet, assessed at $205,000.
Reservoir northerly, Hancock, Temple and Derne streets, 38,000 feet

estimated $114,000.
Estates westerly, bounded by Hancock Avenue, Beacon, Joy and Mount

Vernon streets, 74,931 feet, assessed $1,269,000.

Tbe committee will say, in this connection, that while the
circumstances seem to make it wise to allow the Governor
and Council the broad discretion, provided in the bill, of tak-
ing any part of one or all those parcels of land, indicated
therein as easterly, northerly and westerly, it is quite possi-
ble that it may be found desirable to take only one, or even a
part of one of them, and, on the other hand, that it is hardly
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possible that a combination of more than two, or parts of two,
will be found necessary.

Thus, the estate easterly, $266,000, in addition to the
Commonwealth Building,' already owned by the Common-
wealth, and a small part of the estate westerly, $300,000.
The estate northerly, $319,000, either for use or protective
control, and part of the estate, westerly, $300,000 ; together,
$619,000. Again, the larger part, or perhaps even the whole,
of the estate westerly. Valuation from about $750,000 to
$1,270,000.

Of course the power granted will not be freely exercised,
or indeed exercised at all, unless the Governor and Council
consider the best interest of the Commonwealth requires ac-
tion in its behalf, and the committee believe that interest is
more likely to suffer from the lack of such discretionary
power in the Governor and Council, than from the indiscreet
or unwise exercise of it by them.

In considering this matter, it is to be remembered that
the Commonwealth already hires much accommodation for
its officers outside the State House, costing, with interest on
the cost and repairs of the Commonwealth Building, some
$20,000 per annum, and this is likely to, indeed must, in-
crease in the future, unless such accommodation be supplied
in more permanent form.

In view of these considerations the committee recommend
that the bill ought to pass;

For the Committee,

GEO. CURTIS.

[Mr. MoEttrick of Boston dissents.]






