
HOUSE No. 407.

House of Representatives, June 21, 1886.

The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the bill to amend chapter 181 of the Acts of 1882
relating to indigent and neglected children (House, No.
449), report the accompanying Bill as a substitute.

For the Committee,

HENRY PARKMAN.

Commomumltl) of illassadjusctts.



[June-,NEGLECTED CHILDREN.2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six

AN ACT
Relating to Indigent and Neglected Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and eighty-one of the acts of the year eight-
-3 een hundred and eighty-two is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “magistrate” in the
5 second line of said section the following words,
6 viz.: “After due complaint issued, setting forth
7 the facts relied upon and a hearing thereon.”

1 Sect. 2. When any indigent or neglected
2 child is brought on such complaint before any
3 court or magistrate, a summons shall be issued
4 requiring the person to whom such summons is
5 directed to appear at the time and place stated
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G in the summons and show cause, if any there be,
7 why such child should not be committed in ac-
-8 cordance with the provisions of section three of
9 said chapter one hundred find eighty-one. Such

10 summons shall be directed to the father of the
11 child if living and resident within the Common-
-12 wealth; and if not, then to the mother of the
13 child, if living and resident within the Common-
-14 wealth; if there be no parent living and resident,
15 such summons shall be directed to the legal
16 guardian, if 6ne there be, of such child, and if
17 there be none, then to the person with whom, ac-
-18 cording to the statement of such child, which
19 shall be received, such child resides. If there be
20 no such person the court or magistrate before
21 whom such child is brought may appoint some
22 suitable person to act in behalf of such child, and
23 a notice of the hearing shall be sent by such court
24 or magistrate to the state board of lunacy and
25 charity. The child, parent, guardian or person
26 appearing in behalf of such child, and the state
27 board of lunacy and charity, shall have the right
28 of appeal from the finding or decision of said
29 court or magistrate to the superior court of the
30 county within which said hearing is held, and if,
31 upon appeal, said child, parent, guardian or per-
-32 son appearing on behalf of such child, shall fail or
33 be unable to furnish such bail as may be required
34 by the court or magistrate before whom such
35 hearing is held, such child shall be committed to
36 the custody of the state board of lunacy and



4 NEGLECTED CHILDREN. [June, ’B6.

37 charity, pending the determination of such ap-
-38 peal.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

House of Representatives, June 21, 1886.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
edward a. McLaughlin,

Clerk.


