
HOUSE No. 189.

Housk of Representatives, March 2, 1888.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the petition of the selectmen of Winchester that said town
have authority to elect a board of commissioners of public
burial grounds, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWARD J. FLYNN.

(£ommomucaltl) of iflassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
Relating to the Public Cemeteries in the Town of

Winchester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The town of Winchester is hereby
2 authorized to elect by ballot at any town meet-
-3 ing duly called a board of five commissioners
4 who shall have the sole care, superintendence and
5 management of Wildwood Cemetery and other
6 public burial grounds in said Winchester, one

7 member of which board shall be elected for the
8 term of five years, one for four years, one for
9 three years, one for two years, and one for one

10 year; said terms to expire with the end of the
11 municipal or official year. A majority of said
12 board shall be owners of a lot in said cemetery
13 or other public burial grounds in said town at
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14 least one year previous to their election. Said
15 board may be organized by the choice of a chair-
-16 man and clerk from their number, and a majority
17 of the board shall be a quorum for the exercise of
18 the powers of said office. In case of a vacancy
19 occurring in the board, by death, non-acceptance,
20 resignation or removal during any mu-

-21 nicipal or official year, the remaining members
22 shall notify the board of selectmen of Winchester,
23 in writing, thereof, and of a time and place
24 appointed for a meeting of the twm boards for the
25 purpose of filling such vacancy, at least two
26 weeks before the time appointed for said meeting,
27 and in pursuance of such notice said two boards
28 shall proceed to fill such vacancy until the end of
29 the then current or official year by electing upon
30 joint ballot a suitable person thereto; and at each
31 successive annual election of town officers after
32 the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-
-33 nine said town shall elect by ballot a suitable
34 person or persons to serve on said board for the
35 remainder of any unexpired term or terms, and
36 for such full term of five years as shall expire
37 before the next annual election.

1 Sect. 2. Said board of commissioners may
2 lay out said "Wildwood Cemetery, and lands
3 which may be hereafter purchased and set apart
4 by said town of Winchester for the purposes of
5 said cemetery, and other public burial grounds
6 in suitable lots or other suitable subdivisions
7 with psoper paths and avenues; may plant, cm-
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8 hellish and ornament the same, may inclose the
9 same with proper fences, and erect such suitable

10 edifices, appendages and conveniences, and make
11 such improvements as they shall from time to
12 time deem convenient; and may make all such
13 by-laws, rules and regulations in the execution of
14 their trust, not inconsistent with the laws of the
15 Commonwealth, as they may deem expedient.

1 Sect. 3. Said board of commissioners shall
2 have authority to grant and convey to any per-
-3 son, by deed or suitable conveyance made and
4 executed in such manner and form as they may
5 prescribe, the sole and exclusive right of burial,
G and of erecting tombs, cenotaphs, and other
7 monuments or structures, upon such terms and
8 conditions as they shall by rules and regulations
9 prescribe; and all such deeds and conveyances,

10 and all thereafter made of the same by the
11 owners thereof, shall be recorded by said board
12 of commissioners in suitable books of record,
13 which said books shall be open to the public at
14 all proper times.

1 Sect. 4. The proceeds of sales of lots or
2 rights of burial in said cemetery or public
3 burial grounds, and any appropriations, grants,
4 donations, gifts or bequests made thereto, and
5 any and all sums of money due to and payable
6 for account of said cemetery or public burial
7 grounds, shall be paid into the town treasury of
8 said Winchester, and the said money and the ac-
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9 counts thereof shall be kept separate from the
10 other moneys and accounts of said town. The
11 treasurer of said town shall hold said funds sub-
-12 ject to the order of the selectmen and said board
13 of commissioners, and shall invest the same or
14 any part thereof, or pay out the same or any in-
-15 come therefrom, on the orders of said board of
16 commissioners, or with their approval.

1 Sect. 5. Said board of commissioners shall
2 not incur debts or liabilities for purposes other
3 than aforesaid, nor to an amount exceeding the
4 amount of the funds subject to their order as
5 aforesaid; and they shall annually make and ren-
-6 der a report in writing to said town of Winches-
-7 ter, of their acts and doings, of the condition of
8 said cemetery and burial grounds, and an account
9 of their receipts and expenditures for the same,

10 and of the funds subject to their order.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall be void xxnless accepted
2 by a vote of said town of Winchester at a raeet-
-3 ing duly called within eight months from its
4 passage.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








