
HOUSE No. 455.

House of Representatives April 26, 1888.

The Joint Special Committee on Water Supply and Drain-
age, to whom was referred the order that the committee onO 7

Water Supply and Drainage jointly consider the expediency
of providing for a water and drainage commission, defining
their duties and powers and providing for their compensa-
tion, and of providing by general law for the taking of water
and the disposal of sewage in the Commonwealth, report, in
part, as follows :

After due notice, your Committee has given several public
hearings at which a number of parties interested were
heard, and from which your Committee derived valuable in-
formation. At one of these, by invitation, the State Board
of Health appeared, through certain of its members, and
gave your Committee facts and suggestions that have greatly
assisted them in determining the question before them.
The difficulties in defining the duties and powers of the
board contemplated in the order, as well as the expense to
be incurred thereby, raised grave doubts in the minds of
your Committee as to its feasibility. They recognized the
fact that the authority to authorize the establishment of sys-
tems of water supply, drainage or sewerage should remain
in the Legislature as representing the whole population of
the State, and at the same time felt that some advisory
board, who, by skilled engineers and experts, was competent
to give information on matters of a purely technical charac-
ter, would be a valuable assistant to the Legislature in
determining these questions. Such a board, properly con-
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stituted and organized, your Committee finds already exists;
and upon further examinations it appears that it has been
and still is consulted in relation to water supply, drainage
and sewerage, and its records afford valuable information
which should be consulted by the Legislature, through its
proper committees, in determining questions relating to
these subjects.

By chapter 274 of the Acts of 1886, entitled “An act to
protect the purity of Inland Waters,” the State Board of
Health is invested with “ the general oversight and care of
all inland waters,” and by section 3 of said act it is re-
quired to consult with “ the authorities of cities and towns,
or with corporations, firms or individuals either already
having or intending to introduce systems of water supply or
sewerage,” and “ all such authorities, corporations, firms
and individuals are required to give notice to said Board of
their intentions in the premises, and to submit for its advice
outlines of their proposed plans or schemes in relation to
water supply and disposal of drainage and refuse.” The
Slate Board of Health has been, and is, ready to comply
with the provisions of this act, and although serving the
State gratuitously, its records show a large amount of work
in this direction, for which its members are to be com-
mended. Your Committee are therefore of the opinion that,
for the present, it only remains for the Legislature to insist
upon a compliance with the provisions of this act by compel-
ling applicants to consult with the State Board of Health
before presenting their petitions, and to that end desire to
report some slight amendments to the Act of 1886. They
would therefore respectfully ask for the passage of the ac-
companying Order.

For the Committee,

EDWARD P. FISK.
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House of Representatives, April 26, 1888.

Ordered , That the Joint Special Committee on Water
Supply and Drainage be authorized to report such amend-
ments to chapter two hundred and seventy-four of the Acts
of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six as they may
deem expedient.

Sent up for concurrence.

EDWARD A. McLAUGHLIN, Clerk.

Senate, April 30, 1888.
Concurred.

E. PIERBERT CLAPP, Clerk.




