
HOUBE .... No. 465.

House of Repkesentatives, May 2, 1888.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Bill to provide armories for the Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, report that the same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

M. EVERETT WARE.

Commomocaltl) of ittasoadjusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To provide Armories for the Massachusetts Volunteer

Militia.
Be it enacted- by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, is hereby authorized
3 and required, within six months from the passage
4 of this act, to appoint three persons, one of whom
5 shall be an experienced builder, who shall be
6 designated and known as the armory commis-
-7 sioners. Said commissioners shall receive such
8 compensation, while engaged in the service of the
9 commonwealth, as the governor and council shall

10 determine.

1 Sect. 2. Said commissioners shall acquire for
2 the city of Boston, by purchase or otherwise, two

3 suitable lots of land in different parts of the city,

(Jlommouaicaltl) of iHassadjusctts.
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4 and shall erect on each lot a suitable building,
5 capable of furnishing armory accommodations for
6 twelve companies of infantry, and such companies
7 of artillery, cavalry, signal and ambulance corps,
8 detachments of the militia and as militia head-
-9 quarters as may be located in said city, with such

10 rooms for company battalion and regimental drill
11 and the care of state property as they may deem
12 necessary; and shall, in the same manner, acquire
13 in each city in which two or more companies of
14 militia are located, a suitable lot of land, and erect
15 thereon a suitable building, capable of furnishing
1G armory accommodations for as many companies
17 and militia headquarters and detachments of the
18 militia as are located in such city, with such
19 rooms for exercise and drills and care of state
20 property as the commissioners deem necessary:
21 provided, however, that no land shall be acquired
22 until the site has been approved by the governor
23 and council; and no building shall be erected
24 until the plans thereof have been so approved.

1 Sect. 3. The said commissioners shall cause to
2 be recorded in the registry of deeds for the county
3 in which any land which shall be taken under
4 authority of this act lies, a description of the land
5 taken as aforesaid, as certain as is required in an
6 ordinary deed of land, with a statement, signed

1 by the commissioners, that the same is taken for
8 the city in which it is situated, under the provi-
-9 sions of this act; and the act and time of fding

10 thereof shall be deemed to be the act and time of
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11 taking such land, and to be sufficient notice to all
12 persons that the same has been so taken. The
13 title to all land so taken shall vest absolutely in
14 the city in which it is situated and its assigns
15 forever.

1 Sect. 4. The said commissioners may, by
2 agreement with the owner of any land taken
3 under the authority of this act, determine the
4 value thereof, and, if they cannot agree, either
5 party may have a jury to determine such value,
6 in the manner provided for the determination of
7 damages for land taken for highways in the same

8 city, on petition therefor filed in the clerk’s office
9 of the superior court for the county in which the

10 land lies, within one year from the taking of the
11 land.

1 Sect. 5. Whenever the governor and council
2 shall file with the auditor of the Commonwealth
3 a statement showing the amount determined by
4 agreement or verdict as the value of any property
5 purchased or taken by said commissioners, the
6 auditor shall certify such amount, and a warrant
7 shall be made therefor, as in the case of other
8 lawful payments from the treasury of the Com-
-9 monwealth; and, upon the execution of such

10 release or conveyance as shall he prescribed by
11 the attorney-general, the treasurer shall pay to
12 the party in interest the sum to which he is en-
-13 titled as aforesaid, and all sums necessary there-

-14 for are hereby appropriated.
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1 Sect. 6. To meet the expense incurred under
2 the preceding sections, the treasurer and receiver-
-3 general shall, with the approval of the governor
4 and council, issue scrip, or certificates of debt,
5 in the name and behalf of the Commonwealth,
6 and under its seal, to an amount not exceeding
7 the amounts designated, as hereinafter provided,
8 for a term not exceeding thirty years. Said
9 scrip, or certificates of debt, shall be issued as

10 registered bonds, or with interest coupons at-
-11 tachcd, and shall bear interest not exceeding four
12 per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, on
IB the first day of March and September of each
14 year. Such scrip, or certificates of debt, shall be
15 designated on the face as “Armory Loan;” shall
16 be countersigned by the governor, and shall be
17 deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the
18 Commonwealth, redeemable at the time specified
19 therein, in the lawful money of the United States,
20 and shall be sold and disposed of at public auc-
-21 tion, or in such other mode and at such times and
22 prices, and in such amounts, and at such rate of
23 interest, not exceeding four per cent, per annum,
24 as the governor and council shall deem for the
25 best interest of the state.

1 Sect. 7. The treasurer and receiver-general
2 shall, on issuing any of said scrip, or certificates
3 of debt, establish a sinking fund and apportion
4 thereto, from year to year, an amount sufficient
5 with its accumulations to extinguish the debt at
6 maturity. The amount required each year to pay
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7 the interest and sinking fund requirements for the
8 loan contracted for such armories shall be included
9 in and made part of the sum charged to the city

10 in which such armory is located, and shall be
11 assessed upon it in the apportionment and assess-
-12 ment of its annual tax; and the treasurer and
13 receiver-general shall in each year notify .each
14 such city of the assessment, which amount shall

*

15 be paid by such city into the treasury of the
16 Commonwealth at the time required for the pay-
-17 ment of its state tax; and after said debt has
18 been extinguished no rent shall be paid for the
19 use of said armories by the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 8. When said armories, or any of them,
2 have been completed, and so long as they are

3 used for armories, they shall be under the exclu-
-4 sive control of the adjutant-general, under the
5 orders of the commander-in-chief, and all ex-
-6 pcnses of the care, furnishing and repairs of the
7 same shall be paid by the Commonwealth, and
8 provided for in the annual appropriation for the
9 militia.

1 Sect. 9. No proceedings shall be had and no
2 expense incurred for the acquiring of land or for
3 the erecting of a building for an armory in any
4 city under the foregoing sections until said sec-
-5 tions have been accepted, and the amount of the
6 loan necessary to meet the expense of acquiring
7 the land and erecting the armory have been des-
-8 ignated by the city.
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1 Sect. 10. The adjutant-general, after the first
2 day of January, in the year eighteen hundred and
8 eighty-nine, shall take the exclusive control of
4 every armory furnished by the mayor and alder-
-5 men of a city, or the selectmen of a town, which
6 shall, previous to said day, be put in good repair,
7 and furnished to the satisfaction of the adjutant-
-8 general, and of which the city or town shall by
9 voterequest the Commonwealth to assume charge;

10 and all subsequent expenses of the care, furnish-
-11 ing and repair of the same shall thereafter be paid
12 by the Commonwealth while it is used as an
13 armory for the militia.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




