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HOUSE No. 485.

House of Representatives, May 8, 1888.

The Committee on Cities, to whom was referred the
petition of the town of Woburn to be incorporated as a city,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY PARKMAN.
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[ J%.CITY OF WOBURN.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the City of Woburn.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sectiox 1. The inhabitants of the town of
2 Woburn, in case of the acceptance of this act by
3 the voters of said town, as hereinafter provided,
4 shall continue to be a body politic and corporate
5 under the name of the “ City of Woburn,” and
6 as such shall have, exercise and enjoy all the
7 rights, immunities, pow’ers and privileges, and
8 shall be subject to all the duties and obligations
9 now incumbent upon and pertaining to the said

10 town as a municipal corporation.

1 Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal,
2 prudential and municipal affairs of the said city,
3 with the government thereof, shall be vested in
4 one officer, to be called the mayor; one council,
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5 to be called the board of aldermen, and one

6 council to be called the common council; which
7 councils, in their joint capacity, shall be denomi-
-8 nated the city council. The general management
9 and control of the public schools of said city shall

10 he vested in a school committee.

1 Sect. 3. The territory of said city shall be
2 divided into seven wards, as hereinafter pro-
-3 vided.

1 Sect. 4. The municipal election shall take
2 place annually on the first Tuesday in December;
3 and the municipal year shall begin on the first
4 Monday in January next ensuing. All meetings
5 of the citizens for municipal purposes shall be
6 called by warrants issued by the mayor and the
7 board of aldermen, which shall be in such form
8 and be served and returned in such manner and
9 at such times as the city council may by ordinance

10 direct.

1 Sect. 5. At such municipal elections the quali-
-2 fied voters in the several wards shall give in their
3 votes by ballot for mayor, alderman, common
4 councilmen and school committee, in accordance
5 with the provisions of this act and the laws of
6 the Commonwealth; and the person receiving the
7 highest number of votes for any office shall be
8 deemed and declared to be elected to such office;
9 and whenever two or more persons are to be

10 elected to the same office, the several persons, to
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11 the number required to be chosen, receiving the
12 highest number of votes, shall be deemed and
13 declared to be elected. If it shall appear at an
14 election that there is no choice of mayor, or if
15 the person elected mayor shall refuse to accept
16 the office or shall subsequently die before qualify-
-17 ing, or a vacancy in said office shall subsequently
18 occur, the board of aldermen shall forthwith
19 cause warrants to be issued for a new election,
20 and the same proceedings shall be had in all
21 respects as are hereinbefore provided for the elec-
-22 tion of mayor, and repeated until the election of
23 a mayor is completed. The mayor thus elected
24 shall hold office for the remainder of the term.
25 If the full number of members of either branch of
26 the city council shall fail to be elected, or a
27 vacancy shall occur in either branch, such branch
28 shall declare a vacancy or vacancies to exist,
29 and thereupon the board of aldermen shall cause
30 a new election to be held to fill the same. The
31 person thus elected to fill a vacancy shall hold
32 office for the remainder of the term.

1 Sect. 6. All meetings for the election of
2 national, state, county and district officers shall
3 be called by the mayor and board of aldermen in
4 the same manner as meetings for municipal clec-
-5 tions are called.

1 Sect. 7. The board of aldermen may, when
2 no convenient wardroom for holding the racet-
-3 ing of the citizens of any ward can be had within
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4 the territorial limits of such ward, appoint and
5 direct in the warrant for calling the meeting of
G such ward, that the meeting be held in some con-
-7 venient place within the limits of an adjacent
8 ward of the city; and for such purpose the place
9 so assigned shall be deemed and taken to be a

10 part of the ward for which the election is held.

1 Sect. 8. General meetings of the citizens
2 qualified to vote may, from time to time, be held,
3 according to the right secured to the people by
4 the constitution of this Commonwealth, and such
5 meetings may, and upon the request in writing of
G fifty qualified voters setting forth the purposes
7 thereof, shall, be duly warned by the mayor.

1 Sect. 9. Except as herein otherwise provided
2 the executive power of said city generally, with
3 all the powers heretofore vested in and exercised
4 by the selectmen of the said town, shall be vested
5 in and exercised by the mayor and aldermen as
G fully as if the same were herein specially enu-
-7 mcrated,

1 Sect. 10. The mayor shall be elected by the
2 qualified voters of the entire city and shall hold
3 office for the municipal year beginning with the
4 first Monday in January next succeeding the
5 election. lie shall be the chief executive officer
G of the city, and it shall be his duty to be active
7 and vigilant in causing the laws, ordinances and
8 regulations of the city to be enforced, and to keep
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9 a general supervision over the conduct of all sub-
-10 ordinate officers. He may suspend any officer,
11 and may suspend any work or payment, whether
12 under conti act or otherwise, for a period not ex-
-13 ceeding ten days; but in such case he shall
11 report his action, with his reasons therefor, to
15 the city council, which shall take immediate
16 action thereon. He may call special meetings
17 of the city council, or either branch thereof, when
18 in his opinion the interests of the city require it,
19 by causing notices to be left at the usual places
20 of residence of the members to be convened. He
21 shall from time to time communicate to the city
22 council, or either branch thereof, such inforraa-
-23 tion and recommend such measures as the busi-
-24 ness and interests of the city may in bis opinion
25 require. He shall, when present, preside in the
26 board of aldermen and in convention of the two
27 branches, but shall have no vote except in case of
28 an equal division. His salary shall be fixed by
29 the city council by concurrent vote, and the same
30 shall be payable at stated periods, but the salary
31 of any mayor shall not be increased or diminished
32 for the year for which he is chosen. He shall
33 receive no other compensation for his services.

1 Sect. 11. The mayor shall appoint, subject
2 to the confirmation or rejection of the board of
3 aldermen, a chief of police, and such number of
4 other police officers and constables as the city
5 council shall determine. The chief of police, and
6 all other police officers, shall hold office during
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7 good behavior and until removed by the mayor,
8 with the concurrence of the board of aldermen,
9 after hearing, for cause in their opinion sufficient.

10 The board of aldermen may require any person
11 who may be appointed a chief of police or con-

-12 stable to give a bond with such security and to
13 such an amount as they may deem reasonable and
14 proper for the faithful discharge of the duties of
15 the office, upon which bonds the like proceedings
16 and remedies may be had as are by law provided
17 in case of constables’ bonds taken by the select-
-18 men of towns.

1 Sect. 12. Whenever there shall be a vacancy
2 in the office of mayor, or whenever by reason of
3 sickness, absence from the city or other cause, the
4 mayor shall be disabled from attending to the
5 duties of his office, the president of the board of
6 aldermen shall act as mayor, and possess all the
7 rights and powers of mayor during such vacancy
8 or disability.

1 Sect. 13. One alderman shall be elected by
2 and from the qualified voters of each ward.
3 Under the division of said city, as hereinafter
4 provided for, one common councilman each shall
5 be elected by and from the qualified voters of the
6 North Woburn, Montvalc and Cummingsville
7 wards, so called, respectively, and two common
8 councilmen shall be elected by and from the quali-

fied voters of each of the remaining wards; but
10 upon a new division of said city into wards con-
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11 taining, as nearly as may be, an equal number of
12 voters, two common councilmen shall be elected
13 by and from the qualified voters of each of the
14 wards so constituted. No person shall be eligi-
-15 ble for election as alderman or common council-
-16 man who is not at the time of his election a resi-
-17 dent of the ward from which he is chosen, but a
18 removal subsequently to another ward of said
19 city shall not disqualify any such officer from
20 discharging the duties of his office. The alder-
-21 men and common councilmen shall hold office for
22 the municipal year beginning with the first Mou-
-23 day in January next succeeding their election,
24 and respectively until a majority of the succeed-
-25 ing boards shall be elected and qualified. They
26 shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their
27 duties, and they shall receive no compensation for
28 their services. A majority of each board shall
29 constitute a quorum for the transaction of
30 business.

1 Sect. 14. On the first Monday of January, at
2 three o’clock in the afternoon, the mayor, aldermen
3 and common councilmen elect shall meet in joint
4 convention, when they shall be sworn to the
5 faithful discharge of the duties of their respective
6 offices. The oath shall be administered by the

7 city clerk, or by any justice of the peace, and a

8 certificate of such oath having been taken shall
9 be entered on the journals of the board of alder-

-10 men and of the common council by their respect-
-11 ive clerks.
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12 The common council shall be organized by the
13 choice of a president and clerk, to hold their
14 offices respectively during the pleasure of the
15 common council, and the clerk shall be sworn to
16 the faithful performance of his duties.
17 The board of aldermen shall choose a president
18 pro tempore who shall preside at meetings of the
19 board of aldermen and of the two councils in
20 joint convention, in the absence of the mayor.
21 The sessions of the board of aldermen, when
22 not engaged in executive business, and of the
23 common council, and of the two branches in
24 convention, shall be public.

1 Sect. 15. The city council shall take care

2 that no money be paid from the treasury unless
3 granted or appropriated, and shall secure a just
4 and proper accountability by requiring bonds,
5 with sufficient penalties and sureties, from all
6 persons intrusted with the receipt, custody or

7 disbursement of money. It shall, as often as
8 once in each year, cause to be published for the
9 use of the inhabitants a particular account of the

10 receipts and expenditures of said city and of the
11 public debt, and a schedule of all city property.
12 It shall have the care and superintendence of the
13 city buildings and the custody, management and
14 disposal of all city property.

1 Sect. 16. The city council shall, with the ap-
-2 proval of the mayor, have exclusive authority
3 and power to order the laying out, locating anew,
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4 or discontinuing of, or making specific repairs in
5 all streets and ways, and all highways within the
6 limits of said city, and to assess the damages
7 sustained by any person thereby; but all ques-
-8 tions relating to the subjects of laying out, alter-
-9 ing, repairing or discontinuing any street, way or

10 highway, shall first be acted upon by the mayor
11 and aldermen Any person aggrieved by any
12 proceedings of the city council under this pro-
-13 vision, shall have all the rights and privileges
14 now allowed by law in appeals from the decisions
15 of selectmen or the inhabitants of towns.

1 Sect. 17. The city council shall have power
2 to make and establish ordinances and by-laws,
3 and to affix thereto penalties, as herein and by
4 general law provided, without the sanction of any
5 court or justice thereof: provided, however, that
6 all laws and regulations now in force in the town

7 of Woburn shall, until they shall expire by their
8 limitation, or be revised or repealed by the city
9 council, remain in force.

1 Sect. 18. The city council shall annually in

2 the month of January in convention choose by
3 joint ballot a city clerk and also a treasurer and a

4 collector of taxes, who may be the same person,
5 and may by concurrent vote choose a city solicitor,
6 a city auditor, a city physician, a superintendent
7 of streets, a chief engineer and not more than
8 four assistant engineers of the fire department,
9 who shall hold their respective offices for terms
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10 of one year, beginning with the first Monday of
11 February next ensuing, and until their respective
12 successors shall he chosen and qualified.

1 Sect. 19. The city clerk shall have charge of
2 all journals, records, papers and documents of the
3 city, sign all warrants issued by the mayor and
4 aldermen, and do such other acts in his said
5 capacity as the city council may require of him.
G He shall be the clerk of the board of aldermen
7 and of the city council in convention, and shall
8 keep a journal of all votes and proceedings. lie
9 shall engross all the ordinances passed by the city

10 council in a book provided for that purpose, and
11 shall add proper indexes, which book shall be
12 deemed a public record of such ordinances; and
13 he shall perform such other duties as shall be
14 prescribed by the board of aldermen. In case of
15 the temporary absence of the city clerk, the
16 mayor, with the consent of the board of aldermen,
17 may appoint a clerk pro tempore, who shall be
18 duly qualified.

1 Sect. 20. The city council first elected after
2 the acceptance of this act shall, in the month of
3 February, choose, by concurrent vote, three per-
-4 sons to be assessors of taxes, to serve, one for the
5 term of three years, one for the term of two years
G and one for the term of one year, beginning with
7 the first Monday in March next ensuing, and until
8 their respective successors are chosen and quali-
-9 tied; and thereafter the city council shall annually,
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10 in the month of February, choose in the same
11 manner one person as assessor, who shall hold
12 office for the term of three years, beginning with
IB the first Monday in March then next ensuing, and
14 until another is chosen and qualified in his stead.
15 The city council shall annually, in the month of
16 February, choose, by concurrent vote, one person
17 from each ward to be an assistant assessor for one
18 year from the first Monday in March next ensuing
19 and until his successor is elected and qualified;
20 and it shall be the duty of the person so elected
21 to furnish the assessors with all necessary informa-
-22 tion relative to persons and property taxable in
23 their respective wards.

1 Sect. 21. The city council first elected after
2 the acceptance of this act shall, in the month of
3 February, choose, by concurrent vote, three per-
-4 sons to be overseers of the poor, to serve, one for
5 the term of three years, one for the term of two
6 years, and one for the term of one year, beginning
7 with the first Monday in March next ensuing,
8 and until their respective successors are chosen
9 and qualified ; and thereafter the city council

10 shall annually, in the month of February, choose
11 in the same manner one person as overseer of the
12 poor, who shall hold his office for the term of
13 three years, beginning with the first Monday in
14 March then next ensuing, and until another shall
15 be chosen and qualified in his stead ; but no

16 more than one of the three members so to be

17 chosen shall be eligible from any one ward of



131888.] HOUSE —No. 485

18 said city. The persons so chosen shall, with the
19 mayor, constitute the board of overseers of the
20 poor, and the mayor shall be ex officio chairman
21 of the board.

1 Sect. 22. The city council first elected after
2 the acceptance of this act shall, in the month of
3 February, choose, by concurrent vote, three pcr-
-4 sons to be sinking fund commissioners, to serve,
5 one for the term of three years, one for the terra
6 of two years, and one for the term of one year,
7 beginning with the first Monday in March next
8 ensuing, and until their respective successors are
9 chosen and qualified; and thereafter the city

10 council shall annually, in the month of February,
11 choose in the same manner one person as sink-
-12 ing fund commissioner, who shall hold his office
13 for the term of three years, beginning with the
14 first Monday in March then next ensuing, and until
15 his successor shall be chosen and qualified in his
16 stead.

1 Sect. 23. The members of the board of water
2 commissioners elected by said town under the
3 provisions of chapter three hundred and seven of
4 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seven-
-5 ty-one, and acts amendatory thereof, and holding
6 office at the time of the acceptance of this act,
7 shall continue to hold their respective offices
8 until the expiration of the respective terms
9 for which they were elected; and for the further

10 continuance of said board the city council shall
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11 annually, in the month of February, choose,
12 by concurrent vote, one person as water com-
-13 missioner, who shall hold his office for the
1-1 term of three years, beginning with the first Mon-
-15 day in April then next ensuing, and until his
16 successor is chosen and qualified. The commis-
-17 sioners thus chosen shall have and exercise the same
18 powers and authority as the commissioners so
19 elected by said town, and all other powers and
20 authority given under said acts for supplying said
21 town with water shall be vested in the city
22 council.

1 Sect. 24. The trustees of the Woburn public
2 library elected by said town under the provisions
3 of chapter two hundred and seventy-three of the
4 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five,
5 and holding office at the time of the acceptance
6 of this act, shall continue to hold their respective
7 offices until the expiration of the respective
8 terms for which they were elected; and for
9 the continuance of such trustees the city conn-

-10 cil shall annually, in the month of February,
11 choose, by concurrent vote, one person as trustee
12 of said library, who shall hold his office for
13 the term of three years, beginning with the first
14 Monday in A pill then next ensuing, and until his
15 successor is chosen and qualified.

1 Sect. 25. The members of the board of cora-
-2 missioners for the care and management of the
3 Woburn cemetery and other public burial grounds
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4 elected by said town under the provisions of
5 chapter one hundred and nine of the acts of the
G year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, and hold-
-7 ing office at the time of the acceptance of this
8 act, shall continue to hold their respective offices
9 until the expiration of the respective terms

10 for which they were elected ; and for the
11 further continuance of said board the city
12 council shall annually, in the month of Feb-
-13 ruary, choose, by concurrent vote, one person as

14 such commissioner, who shall hold his office for
15 the term of five years, beginning with the first
1G Monday in ApriJ then next ensuing, and until
17 his successor is chosen and qualified. The com-
-18 missioners thus chosen shall have and exercise the
19 same powers and authority as the commissioners
20 so elected by said town.

1 Sect. 26. All power and authority now vested
2 by law in the board of health for the town of
3 Woburn, or in the selectmen thereof, shall be
4 transferred to, and vested in, the mayor and
5 aldermen, until the city council, who shall have
G authority to establish a board of health, shall
7 otherwise provide.

1 Sect. 27. Vacancies occurring in the offices
2 mentioned in the preceding sections, whose in-
-3 cumbents are chosen by joint ballot or concurrent
4 vote of the city council, may likewise be filled at
5 any time by the city council by joint ballot or

6 concurrent vote, as the case may be, for the un-



7 expired term; and the incumbents of any such
8 office may at any time be removed by the city
9 council by concurrent vote, for cause in the

10 opinion of said council deemed sufficient, or
11 by the mayor with the consent of a majority
12 of the members of each branch of the city council
13 for like cause. The compensation of all such
14 officers shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the
15 city council. The city council may establish
1G other subordinate offices, and provide for the elcc-
-17 tion or appointment of the incumbents thereof,
18 prescribe their duties and fix their compensation.

•

1 Sect. 28. iNo person shall be eligible, by
2 appointment or election by the mayor and alder-
-3 men or city council, to any office of emolument,
4 the salary of which is payable out of the city
5 treasury, who, at the time of such appointment
G or election, shall be a member of the board of
7 aldermen or of the common council.

1 Sect. 29. At the municipal election to be held
2 next after the acceptance of this act, there shall
3 be elected by the qualified voters of the city nine
4 persons to be members of the school committee,
5 to serve, three for the term of three years, three
6 for the term of tAvo years, and three for the term
7 of one year, beginning Avith the first Monday in
8 January next ensuing, and thereafter three per-
-9 sons shall be elected at each municipal election

10 Avho shall hold office for the term of three years
11 beginning with the first Monday in January then

CITY OF WOBURN. [May,
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12 next ensuing; and the persons so chosen shall
13 with the mayor ex officio, constitute the school
14 committee, and the mayor shall be chairman of
15 the committee. The members of the school com-
-16 mittee shall be chosen from the inhabitants of said
17 city and shall serve without compensation. The
18 committee may choose from their own number a

ID chairman, who shall preside in the absence of the
20 mayor. The committee shall appoint from their
21 own number, or otherwise, a secretary, who shall
22 be under the direction and control of the com-

-23 mittee, and may appoint, but not from their own

24 number, a superintendent of schools, and they
25 may remove such officers at their pleasure. Va-
-26 cancies occurring in the committee may be filled
27 at any time by the joint ballot of the city council
28 and the school committee in convention. The
29 member so chosen shall hold office until the end
30 of the municipal year in which the warrant for
31 the next ensuing municipal election is issued.

1 Sect. 30. Upon an acceptance of this act, as
2 herein provided, the selectmen of said town shall
3 forthwith divide the territory thereof into seven
4 wards, so that the villages of North Woburn,
5 Montvale and Cummingsville, so called, shall
6 each constitute a separate ward, and the re-
-7 mainder of the town, comprising the centre
8 thereof, shall be divided into four wards, so that
9 the same shall contain, as nearly as may be con-

-10 sistent with well-defined limits to each, an equal
11 number of voters, and they shall designate the
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12 wards by numbers. They shall, for the purpose
13 of the first municipal election to be held here-
in under, which shall take place on the first Tuesday
15 of December next succeeding such acceptance,
16 provide suitable polling places in the several
17 wards and give notice thereof, and shall, at least
18 ten days previous to the said first Tuesday in
19 December, appoint all proper election officers
20 therefor; and they shall, in general, have the
21 powers and perform the duties of the mayor and
22 the board of aldermen of cities under chapter
23 two hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the
21 year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, the pro-
-25 visions of which shall, so far as applicable, apply
2G to said election, and the town clerk shall perform
27 the duties therein assigned to city clerks. The
28 registrars of voters shall cause to be prepared
29 and published lists of the qualified voters in each
30 of the wards established by the selectmen.

1 Sect. 31. The selectmen shall notify the per-
-2 sons elected mayor, aldermen and common couu-
-3 oilmen severally of their election and shall provide
4 and appoint a place for the first meeting of the
5 aldermen and common council on the first Mon-
-05 day in January next ensuing, and by written
7 notices left at the respective residences at least
8 twenty-four hours prior to such meeting shall
9 notify thereof the mayor elect, aldermen elect and

10 couucilmen elect, who shall immediately proceed
11 to organize and carry into effect the provisions
12 of this act, which shall then have full force and
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13 effect. The selectmen shall in like manner pro-
-14 vide and appoint a place and time for the first
15 meeting of the school committee and notify the
16 members elect thereof. Nothing herein shall
17 affect the annual meeting in said town for the
18 election of national, state, district and county
19 officers which may be held next after the accept-
-20 ance thereof.

1 Sect. 32. A meeting may be called for the
2 purpose of submitting the question of the accept-
-3 ance of this act to the legal voters of said town
4 at any time after the passage thereof, except in
5 the months of November and December. At
6 such meeting the polls shall be open not less than
7 eight hours, and the vote shall be taken by ballot,
8 in accordance with the provisions of chapter two
9 hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year

10 eighteen hundred and eighty-four, so far as the
11 same shall be applicable, in answer to the question
12 “ Shall an act passed by the general court in the
13 year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, entitled
14 ‘An Act to incorporate the city of Woburn,’ be
15 accepted ?” and the affirmative votes of a major-
-16 ity of the voters present and voting thereon shall
17 be required for its acceptance. If at any meeting
18 so called this act shall fail to be thus accepted, it
19 may, at the expiration of three months from
20 any such previous meeting, be again thus sub-
-21 mitted for acceptance, but not after the period of
22 two years from the passage thereof.
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1 Sect. 38. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the question of its acceptance to the legal voters
3 of the said town shall take effect upon its passage,
4 but it shall not take further effect unless accepted
5 by the legal voters of said town as herein pre-
-6 scribed.


