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House of Representatives, May 10, 1888.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the
two Orders and the special report of the Board of Education
relative to the Massachusetts School Fund (taken from the
files of last year), report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

PAYSON W. LYMAN.

House of Representatives, May 23, 1888.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
to establish a half mill fund for the support of public schools,
and to provide for the distribution thereof, report that what
is known as the Massachusetts School Fund was established
by chapter IfiO of the Acts of the year 1834, which provided
that “ all moneys received from the sale of lands in the State
of Maine and from the claim of the State on the government
of the United States for military services,” . . .

“ shall
be appropriated to constitute a permanent fund for the aid
and encouragement of common schools,” and the amount
on Jan. 1, 1835, was §281,000.
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Chapter 300 of the Acts of 1854 transferred to said fund
2,954 shares of Western Railroad stock, and, later on, one
half the amount of income received from the sales of Back
Bay lands was set apart for the same purpose. The fund
now amounts to $2,709,286.60, no portion of which has ever
been raised by direct taxation, one-half of the income of
which, in 1887, amounted to $68,625.33, and was paid to
cities and towns in aid of the public schools.

The Commonwealth has a claim against the United States,
amounting to $700,894.14, known as the direct State tax
levied to carry on the late war, which by agreement will be
taken up and acted upon Dec. 6, 1888, by Congress. It has
passed the Senate, and a large majority of the House favor
it; so that, before the 4th of March, 1889, the amount will
without much doubt be in the treasury of the Common-
wealth. It seems eminently proper that this sum should be
used either to increase the present school fund, or establish
a new fund as proposed by this Bill.

A tax of one-half mill on the last State valuation would
amount to $966,274.40, and in view of the State tax that
will be necessary to meet the expenses of the government
the ensuing year, it does not seem wise to impose so heavy
a burden upon the taxpayers of the Commonwealth. For
these considerations your Committee would recommend that
the further consideration thereof be referred to the next
General Court.

For the Committee,

BENJ. H. HARTWELL
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eigh

AN ACT
To establish a Half-Mill Fund for the Support of

Public Schools, and to provide for the Distribution
Thereof.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A tax of one-half of one mill on
2 the dollar shall be assessed and collected upon all
3 the taxable property of the Commonwealth accord-
-4 ing to the valuation thereof, and shall be known
5 as the one-half mill tax for the support of schools.

1 Sect. 2. Said tax shall be assessed, collected
2 and paid into the treasury in the same manner as

3 other state taxes, and the product of said tax,
4 together with such additions as may be made
5 thereto, shall constitute a permanent fund, to be
b called the “Half-Mill Public School Fund,” the
7 principal of which shall not be diminished, and
8 which shall be invested and managed in the same
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9 manner as the “Massachusetts School Fund,” as
10 provided in section two of chapter forty-three of
11 the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 3. The annual income of said “ Ilalf-
-2 Mill Public School Fund ” shall be appropriated
3 and distributed without a specific appropriation
4 for the support of public schools, and paid over
5 and expended in the same manner as the one-
-6 half of the annual income of the “Massachusetts
7 School Fund” is now or shall be hereafter appro-
-8 priated, distributed, paid and expended for the
9 support of public schools.

1 Sect. 4. Any portion of said fund not ex-
-2 pended as herein provided shall be added to the
3 principal of said fund.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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