
HOUSE No. 2.

JOINT RESOLUTIONS
CONCERNING THE ACTS OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES IN

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA.

Whereas, it is a fundamental constitutional right that
republican legislative bodies should be judges of the qualifi-
cations of their members ; and whereas, any invasion of this
right is contrary to the constitution of the United States,
which guarantees to every state a republican form of govern-
ment ; and whereas, no local violence in any state can justify
the additional and more dangerous violence of unconstitutional
remedies; therefore

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts has heard
with concern and alarm, that the soldiers of the United States
army have appeared in the hall of the house of representatives
of the state of Louisiana, and that the military authorities of
the United States have assumed to determine the validity of
the election of members of the legislature of that state, and
have proceeded, by armed force, to remove such persons as,
in their judgment, were not members thereof.

Resolved, that this legislature, unwilling to believe that
any violation of the rights of the states has been intended or
will be countenanced by the President of the United States, is
yet constrained to declare that the reported acts of the military
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authorities of the United States in the state of Louisiana, are
subversive of the rights of the states and of the liberties of the
people; and this legislature does solemnly protest against
them, and does respectfully call upon the President of the
United States to take such action as will relieve the national
government from the responsibility of sustaining them.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the President of the
United States, and to the senators and representatives in
congress from this Commonwealth.






