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The city of
Haveriiill to
cause certain
wires, etc.,

to be placed
underground.

Chap.dQl An Act relative to wires axd electrical appliances in
THE CITY OF HAVERHILL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city council of the city of Haverhill

may by ordinance designate some officer or officers of the

city who shall have exclusive authority to cause to be re-

moved from the streets or parts of streets of the city, here-

inafter named, \vithin the district hereinafter prescribed,

all telegraph, telephone and electric light, motor and power
wires, cables and conductors, in or above said streets, or

parts of streets, and all poles and other structures in said

streets used for the support of the same, except such struc-

tures, poles, wires, cables and conductors as are hereinafter

excepted. Such officer or officers shall grant all necessary

permits for placing, maintaining and operating such wires,

cables and conductors in underground conduits, subject to

the ordinances of the city ; and the superintendent of streets

or other officer having charge of the highways of said city

shall issue all permits for opening and occupying the streets

w^hich may be necessary to carry out the intent of this

provision, upon the application of the officer or officers first

above mentioned, or of any person or corporation inter-

ested.

Section 2. The provisions of this act shall apply to

the following streets or parts of streets in the city of

Haverhill : — Commencing at the electric light station of

the Haverhill Electric Company on Water street, thence

through Water street and Merrimack street to Washington
square ; all of Washington square and through Washington
street to the crossing of the Boston and Maine railroad

with said Washington street. All of the wires, cables and
conductors aforesaid, within the territory specified in this

section, other than those hereinafter excepted, shall, prior

to the first day of January, nineteen hundred and ten, be
removed or placed underground, and the officer or officers

who may be designated pursuant to section one of this act

shall cause the owners or users of such wires, cables and
conductors to remove them or put them underground, and
also to remove any poles or other structures used in the

streets or parts of streets above named, to support such

wires, cables or conductors, except when, in the judgment
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of said officer or officers, it is impracticable or inexpedient

to remove such wires, cables, conductors, poles or struc-

tures ; it being the purpose of this act ultimately to cause

the removal from said streets or parts of streets of all such

poles, structures, wires, cables and conductors, except those

hereinafter excepted.

Section 3. The provisions of this act shall also apply certain other

to the following streets or parts of streets in said city of included, etc.

Haverhill : — Essex street from Locke street to Washing-
ton square; Locke street and Duncan street from Essex
street to Winter street; Main street to Winter street and
through Winter street to Portland street. All of the wires,

cables and conductors in said streets or parts of streets and
square, as specified in this section, except those hereinafter

excepted, shall, prior to January first, nineteen hundred
and fifteen, be removed or placed underground ; and the

officer or officers who may be designated pursuant to sec-

tion one of this act shall cause the owners or users of such

wires, cables and conductors to remove them or place them
underground, and also to remove any poles or other struc-

tures used in the streets or parts of streets and square above
named to support such wires, cables or conductors, except

when, in the judgment of said officer or officers, it is im-

practicable to remove said wires, cables, poles or struc-

tures; it being the purpose of this act ultimately to cause

the removal from said streets or parts of streets and square

named in this section of all said poles, structures, wires,

cables and conductors, except those hereinafter excepted.

Section 4. No person or corporation shall place any Certain strac

poles or other structures for the support of any cables, piaced?n^°
'*^

wires or conductors, except those hereinafter specifically stree^ts^etl

excepted, in any of said streets or parts of streets or in said

square, after said wires have been placed underground
therein, except temporarily and in emergencies, and then

only with the consent of the officer or officers who may be
designated pursuant to section one; and if, after the ex-

piration of the time hereby prescribed for the removal or

placing underground of poles, structures, wires, cables or

conductors, in any street, streets, part of a street or square,

there shall remain in such street, streets, part of a street

or square, any poles, structures, wires, cables or conductors
which are by this act ordered to be removed or placed

underground, the officer or officers provided for by section
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one shall cause the same to be removed ; and the city may
collect from the owners or users, by an action at law, any
expense involved in such removal.

ml>M]rg:?ven Section 5. The officer or officers who may be desig-

p*iace"under!^"^ uatcd by the city council of said city pursuant to section

^^^""^tcf^^*^^ ^^^ i^^Jj ^t ^^7 time, upon application of any person,

firm or corporation duly authorized by law to lay or to

erect and maintain and maintaining wires in the streets of

said city, grant permission for the removal of any wires,

cables, conductors, poles or structures in any of the streets

of said city, whether within or without the districts si)eci-

fied in sections two and three, and for the placing of the

same and of any other necessary wires, cables and conduc-

tors or any extensions thereof underground as herein pro-

vided ; and it shall be the duty of the sujjerintendent of

streets or other officer having charge of the highways in

said city, and he shall have authority, after the granting

of such permission, to issue all permits for opening and

occupying the streets which may be necessary to carry out

the intent of this act, ujx>n the application of said officer or

officers or of any person or corporation interested.

^MuFmlV^ Sectioi^ 6. This act shall not apply to long distance

revoke certain telephone wires, or to posts for the support of lamps ex-

rights, etc. clusively, or to poles used exclusively for local distribution

from underground wires, cables or conductors, or to street

railway wires, poles or conductors ; nor shall it revoke any

rights already granted to any person, firm or corporation

to place or maintain any conduits, pipes, wires, cables or

conductors underground; but any such conduits, pij^es,

wires, cables or conductors laid hereafter in pursuance of

any such grant shall be laid subject to the provisions of

this act, so far as they are not inconsistent with the terms

of such grant. For the purposes of this act no wire shall

be deemed a long distance telephone wire which does not

extend twenty-five miles at least in a direct line from some
central office,

flieci1n°certain Section 7. When any person, firm or corporation oi>
cases. erating or intending to operate wires, cables, conductors or

conduits in said city shall desire or be required to place

the same underground in any street or highway and shall

have been duly authorized so to do, it shall be obligatory

upon such person, firm or corporation to file with the city

engineer a map or maps made to scale showing the streets

or highways which are desired or required to be used for
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said purposes, and giving the location, dimensions and

course of the underground conduit or conductor desired or

required to be constructed, which map or maps shall be

satisfactory to, and approved in writing by, said city en-

gineer before any opening shall be made in any such street

or highway under such authority.

Section 8. The mayor and aldermen of this city shall f^^l^^^^

constitute a board of appeal, to which petitions in writing

may be presented by any person, firm or corporation ag-

grieved by any act or decision of the officer or officers who
may be desigTiated pursuant to section one, done or made
in pursuance of this act. Such petition shall set forth the

specific grievance or grievances relied upon, and shall be

filed with the mayor within ten days after the act or de-

cision complained of was done or made ; and said board

after notice shall give a hearing thereon, and may either

approve, modify or annul such act or decision.

Section 9. The supreme judicial court or the superior Enforcement

court, or any justice thereof, shall, on petition of said offi-
^ ^^ ^

cer or officers, have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the

provisions of this act or any order of said officer or officers

issued thereunder, and to compel compliance therewith.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1900.

Chap.392An Act to prevent stock and debt watering by public

service corporations.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. When a gas company incorporated under in cases of

the laws of this Commonwealth consolidates with any other of wrtlin
'^"^

such gas company or companies, or an electric light com- XcrmJf to be

pany incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth i^icreased.

consolidates with any other such electric light company or

companies, or any such gas company or companies consoli-

date with any such electric light company or companies,

the aggregate amount of the capital stock and the aggre-

gate amount of the debt of the consolidating companies

shall not, by reason of such consolidation, be increased.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 15, 1906.


