
HOUSE No. 59.

House or Representatives, Feb. 8, 1875
, to whom was referred the

petition of Seorem B. Slate, for a recount of ballots cast for
representatives in the Third Franklin Representative Dis-
trict, at the election held on the third day of November last,
having heard the petitioner and the sitting members, submit
the following

The petitioner requests a recount for the reasons that there
was a great variety of tickets cast; that the ballots were
altered and scratched in large numbers ; that in the town of
Greenfield the votes were counted by tellers and not by the
selectman’and that: the returns from the whole district
showed that Charles H. Green, of Northfield, had but nine-
teen votes more, and William Keith, of Greenfield, hut six
votes more, than the_ petitioner received.

It was admitted that the -returns showed ’.only the plurali-
ties above stated. The House has decided, on the report in
House Doc. No. 35, that the fact of a small plurality is in
itself no ground for a recount, thereby following the prece-
dent referred to in that report.

It was also admitted that the ballots in Greenfield wore
counted by two of the voters, who were invited by the

(HmnmonracalK) of iflassarliusctts.
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selectmen to perform that service; and that no objection to
that manner of counting was made by any one during the
election.

The statute provides that the votes " shall be received,
sorted and counted, by the selectmen.” This duty is, there-
fore, imposed by law upon those officers, and electors are
entitled to have it performed by them with the care and fidel-
ity implied in their official oath.

Its performance by others, however, would seem to affect
the validity of the election rather than furnish a reason for a
recount, since dishonest tellers might easily conceal, alter or
destroy ballots, in which case another count would still bring
a false result.

While the custom of allowing unqualified persons to count
ballots deserves censure, it has been held an insufficient
cause for avoiding an election. (House Doc. No. 64, 1867.)

There was no evidence in support of the other allegations,
which led your Committee to doubt that the votes were cor-
rectly counted and returned.

The Committee therefore recommend that the petitioner
have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

A. B. COFFIN.






