
HOUSE No. 65.

House of Representatives
, Feb. 10, 1875.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the
petition of William Taylor for a recount of ballots for Rep-
resentatives from the Second Suffolk District, cast at the
election held the third day of November last, report as
follows:

Ward two, of the city of Boston, constitutes said district,
which is entitled to three representatives to the general
court.

It was admitted that at said election the three sitting mem-
bers and the petitioner, according to the returns by the ward
officers, received the following number of votes :

Neil Doherty, 1,077
Patrick Collins,

.....1,017
Michael Carney, .....1,005
William Taylor, . . . . .871

The counsel for the petitioner claimed that said'T ballots
ought to be recounted by your Committee for this reason:
The ballots cast in said ward, at said election, were exam-
ined and recounted by the aldermen of Boston with refer-
ence to the vote for member of Congress. It was then
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discovered by the aldermen that of two rolls, each of which
was marked "one hundred straight tickets,” one contained
but eighty-eight, the other but seventy-eight ballots. These
facts were admitted by Mr. Carney, one of the sitting
members.

The mistake relates to thirty-four votes. There was no
evidence introduced tending to show for whom these ballots
were cast, if they ever were cast.

If we assume that Mr. Carney was allowed in the returns
thirty-four more votes than he actually received, or that the
petitioner in fact received that number of votes more than
were returned by him, Mr. Carney would still have a plural-
ity of one hundred.

It was admitted that no other error was discovered by the
aldermen in the vote of said ward, or in the returns of the
ward officers.

The character of this error is such, in the opinion of the
Committee, as not to lead them to infer that other mistakes
were probably made, the correction of which would give the
petitioner a plurality. The Committee therefore report that
the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

A. B. COFFIN.






