
HOUSE No. 81.

House of Representatives, Feb. 17, 1875.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill to amend chapter 375 of the Acts of 1874, concern-
ing associations for religious, charitable, educational and other
purposes, and also an order of the House relative to amending
said chapter, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

C. R. CODMAtf.

Commonrocolth of iflasoacbuoctte.
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AN ACT
To amend Chapter three hundred and seventy-five

of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-four, entitled "An Act concerning Asso-
ciations for Religious, Charitable, Educational and
other purposes.”

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Any corporation constituted under
2 the authority of chapter three hundred and sev-
-3 enty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
4 and seventy-four, may have, instead of a board of
5 directors, a board of trustees, managers, execu-
-6 tive committee, prudential committee, wardens
7 and vestry, or other officers, having the powers
8 of directors; and the certificate of organization of
9 any such corporation may be made, signed and

10 sworn to by the presiding, financial and record-
-11 iug officers, and a majority of the directors, trus-
-12 tees, managers, executive committee, prudential

(ftommonromltl) of iflassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.
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13 committee, wardens and vestry, or other officers
14 having the powers of directors, as the case may
15 be; and the certificate issued by the secretary of
16 the Commonwealth, under the provisions of said
17 chapter, shall be modified to correspond with the
18 facts in each case.

1 Sect. 2. Nothing contained in chapter three
2 hundred and seventy-five of the acts of the year
8 eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled, " An
4 act concerning associations for religious, chari-
-5 table, educational and other purposes,” shall affect
6 the existence of any association or corporation
7 formed previously to the passage of said act,
8 under the provisions of any statute for any of the
9 purposes mentioned in the second section of said

10 act; and any such corporation may, at a meeting
11 called for the purpose, decide to adopt the pro-
-12 visions of this act, and upon so deciding and com-
-18 plying with the provisions of this section shall
14 have the powers and privileges and be subject to
15 the duties and obligations of corporations formed
16 under chapter three hundred and seventy-five of
17 the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-four.
18 Said corporation may thereupon cause to be pre-
-19 pared and presented to the commissioner of cor-
-20 porations a certificate signed and sworn to by the
21 presiding, financial and recording officers and a
22 majority of the directors, trustees, managers,
23 executive committee, prudential committee, war-
-24 dens and vestry or other officers of whatever
25 name, having the powers of directors as the case
26 may be, of said corporation, setting forth a copy
27 of the agreement of association, of the vote here-



RELIGIOUS, ETC., ASSOCIATIONS. [Feb.

28 in before referred to, and the date of the meeting
29 at which the same was adopted, and may present
30 such further evidence, if any, as the commissioner
31 shall require of the legal existence of said corpo-
-32 ration and its intention to adopt the provisions of
33 this act. The commissioner of corporations shall
34 examine the certificate submitted to him and the
35 evidence of organization produced as aforesaid,
36 and if it shall appear that the provisions of law
37 have been complied with he shall certify that fact,
38 and his approval thereof, by indorsement thereon.
39 The secretary of the Commonwealth shall, upon
40 the same being deposited in his office, and upon
41 payment of the fee of five dollars, cause the same,
42 with the indorsement thereon, to be recorded, and
43 shall issue a certificate in the following form:—

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

44 Be it known that whereas [here the names of the
45 original subscribers shall be inserted] have formerly
46 associated themselves with the intention of forming a
47 corporation, under the name of [here the name of the
48 corporation shall be inserted] , for the purpose [here the
49 purpose declared in the articles of agreement shall be
50 inserted], under the provisions of [here the designation
51 of the statute under the provisions of which organization
52 was effected shall be inserted], with a capital of [here
53 the amount of the capital stock, as it stands fixed by the
54 corporation at the date of the certificate, shall be inserted,
55 or, if there is no capital stock, this clause shall be omit-
-56 ted], and the provisions of the statutes of this Common-
-57 wealth in such case made and provided have been com-
-58 plied with, as appears from the certificate of the proper
59 officers of said corporation, duly approved by the com-
-60 missiouer of corporations, and recorded in this office,—
61 now, therefore, I [here the name of the secretary shall
62 be inserted], secretary of the Commonwealth of Massa-
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63 chusetts, do hereby certify that said [here the name of
64 the corporation shall be inserted] is legally organized
65 and established as an existing corporation, with the
66 powers, rights and privileges, and subject to the limi-
-67 tatious, duties and restrictions, which by law appertain
68 thereto.
69 Witness my official signature, hereunto subscribed,
70 and the seal of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
71 hereunto affixed, this day of , in the year
72 of our Lord [in these blanks the day, month and year of
73 execution of the certificate shall be inserted].

74 The secretary of the Commonwealth shall sign
75 the same and cause the seal of the Commonwealth
76 to be thereto affixed, and such certificate shall be
77 conclusive evidence of the organization and estab-
-78 lishment of such corporation at the date of such
79 certificate. The secretary shall also cause a record
80 of such certificate to be made, and a copy of such
81 record, duly certified, may, with like effect as the
82 original certificate, be given in evidence to prove
83 the existence of such corporation.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








