
HOUSE No. 98.

House of Representatives, Feb. 24, 1875.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was recommitted
their report on the petition of William A. Haskell, for the
seat occupied by Harrison Closson, as representative from the
Fifteenth Representative District, in the county of Essex,
with instructions to count the votes cast for representatives
from said district, have attended to that duty, and respectfully
report the result to be as follows :

William B. Howard, of Marblehead, . . . had 870 votes.
William A. Haskell, “ “ “ 761 “

Harrison Closson, “ “

. . .

“ 747 «

Josiah B. Osborne, of Salem, “ 688 “

George K. Hamson, of Marblehead, . . .

“ 133 “

Scattering votes were cast for other persons, as follows :

For E. Austin, 1; W. P. Phillips, 2 ; Charles S. Osgood, 1 ;

G. D. Glover, 1; J. H. Wells, 1 ; Jos. Wells, 1; Wm. E-
Pritchard, 1 ; Thomas W. Tucker, 1; W. B. Brown, 1;
Geo. B. Humphrey, 1 ; Knott S. Preble, 1 ; Nathaniel E.
Lindsey, 1; Charles W. Doe, 1; L. R. Cruff, 1 ; John
Hamson, Jr., 1;J. H. Orne, 1; Samuel Peach, 1; Thomas
M. Goodwin, I; S. A. Stone, 1; Joshua P. Haskell, 1;
William Howard, 1; William Haskell, 2.

The said ballots were produced before the Committee,
sealed and properly certified. The city clerk of Salem
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testified that those of said ballots cast in ward five, Salem, were
delivered to him by a constable of that city on the day of
election, and had been in his possession ever since that time,
and had not been opened or interfered with, excepting that
the mayor and aldermen of Salem, had, in his presence,
opened and recounted them, as before reported by your
Committee.

The mayor of Salem at that time, and one of the aider-
men who assisted in the recount, testified that said ballots
were opened and counted, as stated in the report of the
Committee, but that they were all carefully preserved and
re-sealed. The town clerk of Marblehead also testified that
the ballots cast in that town had been in his possession unmo-
lested since the day of the election.

The result of the count of the ballots of ward five by the
Committee, is substantially the same as that of the count by
the mayor and aldermen.

In the ballots of Marblehead the Committee find, after a
very careful count, nine less for the sitting member (Mr.
Closson) than were allowed for him in the returns of the
vote of that town.

According to the count by the Committee, of the ballots
cast in the whole district, the petitioner received fourteen
votes more than -were cast for Mr. Closson ; and your Com-
mittee therefore report the accompanying Resolution.

For the Committee,

A. B. COFFIN.



1875.] HOUSE—No. 98.

In the Tear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.

RESOLVE
Declaring William A. Haskell entitled to the seat occupied

by Harrison Closson as Representative from the Fifteenth
Representative District of Essex County.

Resolved, That William A. Haskell, of Marblehead, is
entitled to the seat in this house now occupied by Harrison
Closson, of Marblehead, as one of the representatives to the
general court from the fifteenth representative district of
Essex county, it appearing, from a recount of the ballots for
representatives as aforesaid, made by the committee on elec-
tions under the instructions of the house, that the said Has-
kell received a plurality of votes over said Closson at the
election of representatives held in said district the third day
of November last.

House of Representatives, Feb. 23, 1875.

Passed.
Geo. A. Marden, Clerk.
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