
HOUSE No. 373.

House of Repbesentatives, May 10, 1875.

The Joint Special Committee appointed "with instructions
to investigate thoroughly all the bills for repairs of the
State House, mentioned in Senate Document No. G7, and
report what sums in their judgment are due to the various
persons named in said document,” beg leave to make the
following unanimous Report, the result of a careful and pro-
tracted investigation of the matters referred to them.

The Committee entered upon the duties assigned to them
on the sth day of April, 1875, and continued their investi-
gation from day to day and from time to time, until the 6th
day of May ensuing, and gave a hearing to all parties inter-
ested in the investigation.

By a Resolve of the legislature of 1874, chapter 76, the
sum of $31,500 was appropriated to meet the expenses of
necessary repairs upon the outside of the State House, and
painting the same, including gilding the large dome, and for
new windows, and repairs of sidewalks, and also for painting
and sundry repairs in the interior, to be
expended under the direction of a joint special committee,
consisting of the President and one member of the Senate,
and the Speaker and two members of the House.

This committee consisted of Hon. George B. Coring, Hon.
Charles P, Stickney, Hon. John E. Sanford, Hon. Moses
Kimball and Robert R. Wiley, Esq.

The estimated cost of the repairs contemplated by the
Resolve, and presented to the legislature, upon which as the
Committee supposed the appropriation was based, was $31,-

Commonromith of iltasMfljusrtts.
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567.75, as will appear by the report of the evidence herewith
submitted (pages 3,4).

The commissioners appointed to direct the expenditure of
the money appropriated for this purpose, had their first
meeting on the 14th of July, 1874, aud so from time to time
afterwards.

Upon a careful interchange of views, the commission con-
sidered the subject of painting and mason-work, and con-
cluded, in order to secure the most efficient execution of the
work to be done, and the most economical mode of accom-
plishing it, having regard to the best interests of the State,
that the work should be done by the day. The commission
also decided that all commissions on certain materials to be
bought for the painting, aud so forth, should inure to the
benefit of the State.

The outside painting was assigned by the committee to
Mr. Cyrus T. Clark; the inside painting to Mr. Hugh
Flood ; and the remainder of the work was left by the com-
mission to be provided for by one of the commissioners, Mr.
Robert R. Wiley.

The claims approved by the commission for work and
materials prepared aud furnished under its authority are as
follows :

George H. Simmons, carpenter-work, ....§5,427 53
James Barrett, plumbing, 3,040 86
R. R. Wiley, mason-work, 10,363 01
George S. Lemoyne, services, 150 00
Edward Rolfe, expressage, ...... 4 22
George H. Simmons, work on ventilators, ... 7 50
Cook, Rymes & Co., iron-work, ..... 309 81
Morss & Whyte, iron-work, 142 23
Edward F. Meany, stone-cutting, 788 13
C. S. Parker & Son, repairing roof, .... 896 63
Hicks & Badger, copper-work, 814 23
J. W. Bartlett, lanterns and frames, .... 232 37
Richard Powers & Sons, marble-w0rk,.... 335 02
Cyrus T. Clark, painting and gilding, .... 8,209 94
Hugh Flood, painting inside, ..... 19,058 84
Moses Kimball, services as commissioner, . . . 135 .00
Charles P. Stickney, services as commissioner, .

. 45 00
George B. Boring, services as commissioner, . . 80 00
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Amasa H. Tolman, labor, $3O 00
Thomas Teamoh, labor, ...... 62 55
Thomas J. Tucker, labor, 420 00

$50,052 87

The amounts paid out of the appropriation are as follows :
Paid Robert R. Wiley, on account of mason-work,

whitening and coloring, $7,700 00
Hugh Flood, on account of painting, glazing, etc.,

inside, 9,850 00
Cyrus T. Clark, on account of outside painting,

gilding dome, etc., 8,000 00
George H. Simmons, on account of carpenter-work, 5,200 00
Thomas J. Tucker, Jr., labor, .... 420 00
George S. Lemoyne, labor, 117 00
Amasa H. Tolman, labor, ..... 30 00
Thomas Teamoh, labor, cleaning library, . . 62 55

Total payments, $31,379 55

Amount claimed above appropriation, . . $18,552 87
Aggregate amount of claims unpaid, . . 18,673 32

The claims referred to your Committee are as follows :

George H. Simmons, carpenter-work, .... $5,427 53
James Barrett, plumbing, 3,040 86
R. R. Wiley, mason-work, 10,363 01
George S. Lemoyne, services, ..... 33 00
Edward Rolfe, expressage, ...... 4 22
George H. Simmons, work on ventilators, ... 7 50
Cook, Rymes & Co., iron-work, ..... 309 81
Morss & Whyte, iron-work, 142 23
Edward F. Meany, stone-cutting, 788 13
C. S. Parker & Son, repairing roof,

.... 896 63
Hicks & Badger, copper-work, 314 23
J. W. Bartlett, lanterns and frames, .... 232 37
Richard Powers & Sons, marble-w0rk,.... 335 02
Cyrus T. Clark, painting and gilding, .... 8,209 94
Hugh Flood, painting inside, 19,058 84
Moses Kimball, services as commissioner, . . . 135 00
Charles P. Stickney, services as commissioner, . .

45 00
George B. Loring, services as commissioner, . . 80 00

■ •49,423 32
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Your Committee have carefully investigated these claims,
and present their report in the following tabulated form ;

NAME
Amount Amount | Amount \ Balance Amount
Claimed. Allowed. Paid. j due. overpaid.

George S. Lemoyne,. . $33 00 $33 00 \ - $33 00

Edward Rolfe, ... 4 22 4 22 - 4 22

Cook & Rymes, . . 309 81 309 81 - 309 81

Morss & Whyte, .
. 142 23 142 23 - j 142 23

Edward F. Meaney, . . 788 13 788 13 - 788 13

Cyrus T. Clark, . . 8,209 94 8,209 94 j $B,OOO 00 209 94

C. S. Parker & Sons, . 896 63 896 63 - 896 63

Hicks & Badger, . . 314 23 290 35 - 290 35

J. W. Bartlett, ... 232 37 232 37 - 232 37

Richard Power & Sons, . 335 02 335 02 - 335 02

R. R. Wiley, . . . 10,363 01 6,848 05 7,700 00 - $B5l 95

Hugh Flood, . .
. 19,058 84 9,088 14 9,850 00 - 761 86

George H. Simmons, . 5,435 03 3,555 35 5,200 00 - 1,644 65

James Barrett, . .
. 3,040 86 2,722 61 - 2,722 61

Moses Kimball, . . 135 00 - - -

Charles P. Stickuey, . 45 00

George B. Boring, . . 80 00

Total, ....$19,423 43 $33,455 85 $30,750 00 $5,964 31 $3,258 46

There should be addedto
the sumpaid, the follow-
ing items not contained
in above account:

George S. Lemoyne, .
. $ll7 00 - 117 00 -

Amasa H. Tolman, . . 30 00 - 30 00

Thomas Teamoh, . . 62 55 - 62 55
Thomas J. Tucker, Jr., . 420 00 - 420 00 -

$31,379 55

It will be seen the Committee have disallowed of these
claims, in the aggregate, the sum of $15,967.58.
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Amount of claims unpaid, $5,964 31
Deduct amount of unexpended balance of appropria-

tion, $31,500, less $31,379.55, .... 120 45

Leaves, ........ $5,843 86

Deduct from this the amount overpaid, . . . 3,258 46

And it shows that the expenditure exceeds the appro-
priation by ....... $2,685 40

But it will be remembered that in the estimates upon which
the appropriation was based, no calculation was made for
plumbing. The Committee have allowed to James Barrett,
for plumbing, $2,722.61. The Committee would also say
in this connection, that 24 rooms in the State House, included
in the original estimate for painting, were not painted at all.
It will thus be seen that the appropriation was ample for the
work contemplated. The Committee have not deemed it
necessary or desirable to encumber this Report with the
details of computations from which the results have been
attained, but would say that they have been reached by a
careful examination and analysis of the items of the various
accounts.

The Committee entered upon the examinationof the matters
submitted, with the hope that the parties presenting claims for
allowance would be able to present their evidence and vouch-
ers for the same, in such a manner as to leave no doubt of
their honesty and validity. How sadly they have been dis-
appointed in this, the above statement will clearly demon-
strate.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the accompa-
nying Resolve;—

Resolved , That there be appropriated and paid out of the
treasury, in addition to the unexpended balance of one hun-
dred and twenty dollars forty-five cents above referred to,
the sum of five thousand eight hundred and thirty-three
dollars and eighty-six cents ($5,833.86) as follows ; to—

George S. Lemoyne, $33 00
Edward Rolfe, ........ 422
Cook & Byrnes, 309 81
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Morss & Whyte, ........$142 23
Edward F. Maany, 788 13
Cyrus T. Clark, ........ 209 94
C. S. Parker & Sous, ....... 896 63
Hicks & Badger, 290 35
J. W. Bartlett, 232 37
Richard Power & Sons, 335 02
James Barrett, ........2,722 61

$5,954 31

With reference to the Order of April 13, 1875, the Com-
mittee beg leave to say, that some change in the manner of
providing for the ordinary care, furnishing and repair of the
State House is most desirable. That these expenditures are
not conducted in an economical or provident manner, under
the management of the commissioners, was evident to the
Committee ; but owing to the great labor involved in their
investigation of the main subject referred to them, the Com-
mittee have been unable to devise and mature any plan for a
change in this respect.

ANDREW J. CLARK,
GEORGE F. VERRY,

Of the Senate.

JOSEPH F. PAUL,
CHAS. L. SHAW,
JOHN J. McNUTT,
GARDNER A. CHURCHILL,
CHARLES M. PEIRCE, Jr.,

Of the House.
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House of Representatives, May 10, 1875.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on the
Investigation of State House Repairs, ask leave to make an
additional Report:

That while agreeing with the majority Report as far as it
goes, we submit that there are further facts which ought to
be presented in connection with the subject.

In their opinion the commissioners appointed, failed, as a
body, to take such precautions as would prevent the rendering
of exorbitant bills, and also in failing to discover the over-
charges; or, if discovering, in failing to interpose serious
obstacles to the payment of such charges.

In saying this we wish to be understood that the degree of
responsibility varies materially in individual cases, and in
order that the legislature may place the responsibilityj-where
it belongs, we present a resume of the facts attending the
distribution of the duties of the commissioners.

The terms of the Order under which the investigation has
been carried on, and the fact that some of the commissioners
charged certain amounts for their services as such, render it,
m our judgment, proper that the Committee should report
briefly the manner in which the work was done.

The commission was appointed under an Order reported to
the House by Mr. R. R. Wiley, Chairman of House Committee
on the State House of the session of 1874, and was composed
of the following persons :

Hon. George B. Coring, President of the Senate ;

Hon. Charles P. Stickney, of the Senate;
Hon. John E. Sanford, Speaker of the House ;

Hon. Moses Kimball, of the House ; and
Mr. R. R. Wiley, of the House.

ADDITIONAL REPORT.
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The commission, at an early meeting, feeling that the work
under their charge would require time and attention, appointed
two sub-committees :—one on materials, consisting of Hon.
George B. Loring, Hon. C. E. Stickney aud Hon. Moses
Kimball; and one to supervise and oversee the contractors and
laborers, composed of three persons, as follows : Hon. Moses
Kimball, Mr. R. R. Wiley and Hon. George B. Loring;
Mr. Loring having been added at a subsequent meeting to
that in which the first two were chosen. Mr. R. R. Wiley
acted as immediate overseer, purchased materials, gave most
of the orders, and contracted with or employed most of the
operatives. It appears also that, being a commissioner, a
member of the sub-committee, and also a sub of the sub, he
contracted with himself to do a large part of the work, and
when dealing with other parties charged the State a profit
upon their labor.

Such action seems to be contrary to a well-recognized prin-
ciple of law and justice ; that one vested with a trust should
not suffer himself to occupy a position adverse to its faithful
execution,—should not be both debtor and creditor, buyer and
seller.

Mr. Kimball charges for services which we think ought not
to be allowed, as his services in the matter of oversight were
not properly rendered. It is true he sounded the first alarm
(see page 10, Appendix) in his letter to Dr. Loring regarding
the " fearful running up of expenses,” and is to be credited
with securing the services of Mr. Clark, as outside painter,
whose bill has been found to be reasonable aud just.

Mr. Loring, being chairman of the whole commission and
a member of the sub-commission, also charged for his services,
but we think neglected his duty in the premises in the manner
of employing Mr. Flood, without having a proper business
understanding as to the terms upon which he was to do the
work, aud in failing to supervise the same.

The fact that by vote of the commissioners, or agreement
amona; them, all commissions on stock and materials purchased
should inure to the benefit of the State, does not appear to
have been communicated to Mr. Flood by Mr. Loring, as
said fact was communicated to Mr. Clark by Mr. Kimball.

Mr. Stickney does not appear to have performed any duty
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except attending a few meetings of the commission.
Mr. Flood’s bill was referred to him, which he slightly
reduced in a matter of material furnished, and returned to
the sub-commission, approving it. He testifies that if it had
been a private bill he should have scrutinized it more closely.
Mr. Stickuey was not on the sub-committee of supervision,
does not appear to have received any personal benefit, but
charged for his services.

Under the Order of the legislature, Mr. Sanford hardly
comes within the scope of our investigation, as he made no
charge for any service, and was not a member of either sub-
committee. It will be seen by the resum6 of the doings of
the commissioners that no duty was assigned to him, and that
whatever share of responsibility belongs to him, in approving
the bills, apparently results from the confidence he reposed in
his associates.

CHAS. L. SHAW.
GARDNER A. CHURCHILL.
CHARLES M. PEIRCE, Je.

3
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Monday, April 5, 1875—10 a. si.

The Chairman read the following Order constituting the Com-
mittee:

Resolve authorizing the payments of certain Expenditures on theState House.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid for certain expenditures
upon the State House in addition to the amount authorized by Resolve
76, of the year 1874, the sum of $18,692.62, which is hereby appropriated.

House of Representatives, March 24, 1875.
Referred to the Committee on the State House with instructions to

investigate thoroughly all the bills for repairs of the State House, men-
tioned in Senate Doc. No. 67, and report what sums in their judgment
are due to the various persons named in said document, and that said
committee be empowered to send for persons and papers, and to cause
all necessary surveys to be made of the work done. Sent up for concur-
rence.

Geo. A. Harden, Clerk.

Senate, March 25,1875.
The Senate non-concurs in the reference, and refers theResolve to a joint

special committee, consisting of two on the part of the Senate, with such
as the House may join. Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.

House op Representatives, March 26,1875.
The House concurs, and Messrs. Paul of Boston, Shaw of Springfield,

McNutt of Boston, Churchill of Boston and Peirce of New Bedford,
are appointed on the part of the House.

Sent up to be joined.
Geo. A. Marden, Clerk.

Senate, March 27, 1875.
Messrs. Clark and Terry are joined.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.

FIRST HEARING.
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Attorney-General Train appeared for the Commonwealth, and P.
A. Collins and W. W. Doherty for Mr. Flood.

The Chairman. Is it proposed to hear the statements of the com-
missioners appointed at the last session of the legislature to make
the repairs on the State House?

Mr. Churchill. I move that they be heard in the order in
which they were named on the commission,—in the order of their
appointment.

The motion was adopted.
The Chairman. Now, Mr. Train, if you are ready, we will

proceed.
Dr. Loring took the stand.

Statement of Hon. George B. Loring.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Dr. Loring, you were chairman of the commis-
sion, appointed in 1873, to cause repairs to be made upon the State House.

A. Yes, sir; I was.
Q. Will you have the kindness to state your own knowledge, and in

your own way, in relation to the mode and manner in which the work
was accomplished P

A. Shall I make a continuous and connected statement ?

Mr. Train. Yes, sir, if you please, any way.
Dr. Loring. Mr. Chairman: I hold in my hand the Resolve under

which this commission was appointed, and will read it:—

[Chap. 76.]
Resolve in relation to Painting and Repairing the State House.

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding §31,600 shall be allowed and paid
to meet the expenses of necessary repairs upon the outside of the State
House and of painting the same, including gilding the large dome, and
for new windows, and repairs of sidewalks, and also for painting and
whitening and sundry repairs in the interior, to be expended under the
direction of a joint special committee, to consist of the President and
one other member of the Senate, and of the Speaker and two other mem-
bers cjf the House. [Approved June 25, 1874.

By this Resolve there was presented an estimate of the cost of the re-
pairs as follows:

Painting outside of State House, paintingDoric Hall, and all rooms and
entries on the same floor—23 rooms, besides statue rooms.

Painting all rooms and entries on 2d story—l 2 rooms, 4 water-closets
and wash-rooms.

Painting all rooms and entries on 3d story—l 2 rooms, Executive rooms
and water-closets.

Painting all rooms and entries inbasement—l 7 rooms, 12 water-closets.
Painting Senate Chamber.
Painting Representatives’ Hall.
Painting Library.
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Gilding large Dome.
Staging for painting Senate and House and Library.
Estimated expense of above, $22,887.75.

Senator Verky. That includes the staging P
A. That includes the staging for painting the Senate and House and

Library, but not the outside staging, as I remember.
The estimates for mason-work were—

Relaying sidewalk on Mount Vernon Street.
Whitening Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on the same floor—23

rooms, beside statue room.
Whitening rooms and entries in second .story—l 2 rooms, 4 water-

closets and wash-rooms.
Whitening rooms and entr'es in third story—12 rooms, Executive

rooms and water-closets.
Whitening all rooms and entries above third story—22 rooms.
Whitening all rooms and entries in basement—l 7 rooms, 12 water-

closets.
Whitening Senate Chamber.
Whitening Representatives’ Hall.
Repairing plastering.
Estimated expense of above, $1,005.

Estimate for Extraordinary Repairs on State House.
12 new windows, complete, frames and sashes, in front of House; viz.,

3 in Senate Chamber, 3 in Council Chamber and entry, 2 in office of
adjutant-general, 1 in office of board of state charities, 1 in bank com-
missioner's office, 1 in scale room, 1 in auditor’s office, . $2,100 00

Repairing balustrade on roof, east and west roof, . . . 150 00
Removing private stairs to governor’s room, and making a

closet in their place, ........ 200 00
Repairing copper on dome and roof, 200 00
Repairing roofs, gutters and conductors, 200 00
Tinning woodwork in areas, 500 00
Relaying tiles in Doric Hall and entries, 150 00
Whitewashing inside of dome, 150 00
Making vestibules to outside doors in basement, . . . 200 00
Making doors and sashes for post-office, 150 00
Relaying floor of sergeant-at-arms’ office, .... 200 00
Covering large main steam-pipes, 300 00
Boiler feeder and connection, 200 00
Connecting exhaust-pipes for condensing steam, . . . 50 00
Overhauling cesspool in west passage-way, .... 25 00

Total $L725 00

Without stopping to cast this, it was estimated by the committee that
this aggregate was $31,500. That was considered the estimate laid
before the committee. Now, sir, immediately after the adjournment of
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the legislature of last year, I called the commission together and we pro-
ceeded to organize, I, of course, acting as chairman, under the Resolve,
and Mr. Kimball of Boston was selected as secretary of the commission.
The first work of the commissioners, as near as I can remember,—the
records are not in my hands, and I will state as near as I can remember;
if I make any errors, Mr. Kimball, who has the records, will correct me,
now or some other time,—the first thing before the commission was a
review of the estimates. In order to ascertain, if possible, whether the
expenditure could be kept within the limits laid down by the commit-
tee upon which the Resolve was drawn; and we had also a sub-commit-
tee appointed to prepare an estimate for the matter of painting,—the
commission recognized Mr. Wiley, who had been appointed upon the part
of the House, as the expert mechanic of the commission, and they re-
quested him—perhaps not by vote, and perhaps by vote; how that is I
cannot remember, but they requested him—to review the whole matter
and consider whether the estimate made by the committee of the last
session wouldbe sufficient to cover the whole ground'. Mr. Wiley made
that investigation carefully and thoroughly. The commission was called
together to hear Mr. Wiley’s report, and he reported distinctly that the
work was much greater than the committee making the estimate had
any idea of. There were certain items which, he said, were necessary in
order that the State House might be put in proper condition, such as
slating the—

Mr. Wiley. That isn’t on that report.
Dr. Losing. That was a subsequent statement made, but is a part of

the report.
Mr. Wiley. That was made up afterwards.
Dr. Losing. I grant that you will not find it in the original. This

statement was made up after the bills began to come up and was laid
before the commission as Mr. Wiley’s former estimate. I think that is
so, is it not ?

The Chaieman. This item is not in there.
Senator Verry. I understand you, Doctor, that the report ofMr. Wiley,

that the estimates were not large enough, applies to work not contem-
plated in the original estimates.

Dr. Loeing. Partly to work contemplated and partly to work not
contemplated. I will call this an estimate not laid before the Com-
mittee. We learned that the slating upon the roof was in a much poorer
condition than was anticipated by the Committee. We learned, also,
that the stairs leading from Doric Hall to Representatives’ Hall were
entirely worn out; we learned that the plumbing was in worse condition
than had been anticipated; that the water-closets and wash-basins in the
Senate wash-room were in such a condition that it would be impossible
to keep the floor in good condition without entirely overhauling that
plumbing, and that a large amount of the plumbing was in the same
condition. It was ascertained that the balustrade on the roof needed
almost entirely to be rebuilt; that it was so decayed that it would fall
over, and that it was utterly unfit for painting. It was ascertained that
the floor of the Senate Chamber, —and many of these things, I desire to
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state, came under my supervision,—was totally unfit to re-lay a carpet
upon. The floor of the Agricultural room was wholly unfit for use; it
never had been a proper floor, and it was useless to put a new carpet
upon such a floor as that was. It was found that the floors of the passage-
ways were entirely useless, that there was a fall of an inch and a half to
two inches upon a passage-way three feet wide. It did not seem to the
commission, and to me as the chairman, that such a floor as that was a
proper floor to have in a public place of that description. The gov-
ernor's council chamber needed renewal in many parts; the iron fence
and shutters needed overhauling; the cutting of extra windows was
a more important and difficult matter than was anticipated.

Mr. Kimball. Not extra windows, but enlarging,
Dr. Loring. I didn’t mean extra windows, but cutting and enlarging

windows. I forget where they all were,but a part of them ran up into
the House reading-room, next the post-office, and others on this side.
The dome of Representatives’ Hall was found to be in such a condition,
that large masses of the stucco-work were on the verge offalling, and it
had manifestly not been safe for gentlemen to sit below- for many months,
I understood from the examiner that some pieces weighed some five or
six pounds—was not that so, Mr. Wiley ?

Mr. Wiley. Six or eight pounds.
Dr Loring. Six or eight pounds. There was the laying of a new

floor in the Council room, new plastering in the governor’s room, stop-
ping up the passage-way near the Senate Chamber, and many other
things which had not been calculated and estimated upon to the extent
that they should have been. The commission did not deem it necessary
to stop work; on the contrary, they deemed it necessary to go on with
morevigor, adopting every economical method in theirpower. Then came
the letting-out of the work. After hearing the report of the sub-commit-
tee, they proceeded to pass a vote authorizing Mr. Wiley and Mr. Kimball
to prepare the State House for painting,—l think the phraseology of the
vote was “prepare the State House for painting,”—which meant going
through the outer walls, removing broken bricks, and putting the mason-
work of the building in good condition generally. That work was done,
as the bills, to wdiich I shall allude hereafter, will show. In this matter
of preparing the State House for painting, was also included the carpen-
tering work, which was put under the supervision of the same committee.
[Mr. Wiley spoke to Dr. Loring in a whisper.] I am reminded by Mr.
Wiley that the cleaning of the painting on the inside of the building was
not estimated for, and cost f 1,200.

Mr. Wiley. Not cleaning the painting, but taking up the carpets,
etc., which Mr. Morissey was to do.

Dr. Loring. The carpentering work was mainly estimated by the
carpenter of the State House, and I shall allude to him hereafter.

Mr. Churchill. Do you mean by the sub-committee, Mr. Wiley ?

Dr. Loring. I mean Mr. Wiley, who was instructed to superintend
the repairs. So then the mason-work and carpenter-work were provided
for, and the matter was put into the hands of those whom we had confi-
dence in. The question then came up: How shall this work be done,
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whether hy contract or by the day ? And lam free to say that I acquiesced
in the judgment of other gentlemen of the commission in whom I had
confidence, on account of their experience in such matters. I knew
perfectly well that in all my own matters I had employed men by
the day, supposing it was the only way. So I acquiesced, and no
question was raised but that the work should be done by the day. . It
was then provided that the materials should be specified and pur-
chased, if I remember rightly, under the supervision of the sub-
committee ; and, without endeavoring to give the exact phraseology of
the vote, it was also voted that any discount on any of the bills should
redound to the benefit of the Commonwealth, the commission under-
standing that the usual ten per cent, discount for cash should be made,
which was not to go to the benefit of the purchasers, but of the Com-
monwealth. The commission had thus far provided for the mason and
carpenter work and the purchasing of materials.

Then came up the question of painting the State House, the original
estimate of which I have read to you. There was an original estimate
and a subsequent one. It was moved, in the first place, that the work
should be divided into two parts, outside and inside, as it was called.
And then it was moved that each one of those two parts should be voted
upon separately. The first part—or the outside—that was voted on, was
assigned to Cyrus T. Clark. I think he was very highly recommended
by certain gentlemen of the commission, who had confidence that he would
do the work well. The next question that came up was with regard
to the painting of the inside. The name of Mr. Hugh Flood was pro-
posed, and to him there was objection made that his work on a previous
occasion had not been properly done. The statement was made in reply
to that, that the difficulties which surrounded Mr. Flood in the painting
of the State House in 1868 were such that it was impossible for him, or
any other man, to dp the work well. And we were reminded that time
after time new doors had been put into the State House, and that he had
been told he must have them all ready and painted the next day, and
place the second coats of paint on; and he was so driven from one end
of the State House to the other during the season that it was utterly im-
possible for the work to be properly done. The commissioners were
reminded that the doubt was so strong with regard to the possibility of
the State House being ready for the session, that a proposition was made
to hire Tremont Temple and to hold the session there; and it was only
by forced marches of the contractors that the State House was ready for
the session. That was the excuse given for that. There wasn’t much
debate about the matter. I had certain letters—whether I read them or
not I cannot say; I have been told that I did, but that I cannot remem-
ber. They were from such gentlemen as Z. A. Willard, trustee of the
Pavilion, and Jacob Sleeper, strongly recommending Mr. Flood; also
one from Solomon Parson, secretary of Tremont Temple corporation,
and another from Mr. W. W. Washburn.

The Chairman. Doctor, will you read them ?

Dr. Loring. I will read them with the greatest pleasure.
Senator Verey. Are these merely recommendations of Mr. Flood?
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Dr. Loring. I will read Mr. Sleeper’s first, and see if the Chair will
allow the remainder to be read ;

Boston, August 14,1874.
Dear Sir:—Mr. Hugh Flood informs me that he is desirous of being

employed in doing such painting in and about the State House as the
committee having that matter in charge contemplate haying done the
present year. Mr. Flood has long been a resident of Boston, and is too
well and favorably known among us to need a word of recommendation
from me. I have for some eight or ten years given him all the work I
have had in his line, and he has done it greatly to my satisfaction. If I
had, to-day, a large and important job of painting on hand, I should
count it a misfortune not to be able to command the services of Mr.
Flood. I certainly think the committee cannot do better than to entrust
him with their work.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

Jacob Sleeper.
Hon. Geo. B. Loring, Chairman, etc.

Dr. Loring. All the rest are of the same description. If the Com-
mittee or counsel desire to have them read—

The -Chairman, I wouldn’t read the rest of them.
Mr. Train. You gave the names.
Dr. Loring. Yes, sir; I gave the names. You can take them, if you

like. Not onl}' those letters i ndorsing Mr. Flood, but the knowledge I
had of him myself, satisfied me that ,1 was authorized to vote for him.
The question was put; I don’t think there was any formal vote about it;
I know I heal'd objections on the part of some of the commissioners;
but whether they manifested them by vote or not, I cannot say. But by
genSral consent it was agreed that Mr. Flood—perhaps because he had a
majority—should do the painting; and in that way, the outside was
assigned to Mr. Clark, and the inside to Mr. Flood.

Mr. Train. [Handing Dr. Loring a letter.] That letter is a little
different from the others; it refers to the manner in which he did the
work on the State House.

Dr. Loring. The attorney-general has passed to me Mr. Washburn’s
letter, which deals with another matter, as he has well said; and as he
has made the suggestion, if the Chair will allow it, I will read it:—

Boston, Aug. 25,1874.
Hon. Geo. B. Loring, Chairman of the Committee on Repairs of the State House.

Dear Sir,—Mr. Hugh Flood, the bearer, informs me that the question
has arisen as to the manner in which he performed his contract for paint-
ing the improvements on the State House in the year 1868. As the archi-
tect and superintendent of the improvements then made, it seems to me
but simple justice to Mr. Flood, to say that he fulfilled his contracts in
the most energetic and satisfactory manner, and as thoroughly as was
possible, in view of the very short time in which he was obi ged to do
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the work, owing to the needless delays of some of the other contractors.
Indeed, I think it not too much to say, that without extraordinary efforts
on the part of Mr. Flood at that time, the painting would not have been
completed in season for the meeting of the legislature of that year, at
the time required by the constitution. Respectfully,

W. W. Washburn.
Dr. Toeing. Those were the letters, and there seemed to be no living

reason why the job should not be given to Mr, Flood, as it was; so you
see we had provided for the mason-work, to be done under the supervi-
sion of an expert mechanic upon the commission, and for the carpenter-
ing in the same way; we had selected men well indorsed to paint the
outside and inside. Then it remained for the commission to see that the
work was properly done.

It was perfectly manifest at the outset that the appropriation would be
insufficient to do the work. The commission realized it thoroughly and
entirely. As stated in the report laid before the legislature, they felt the
importance of keeping it within the appropriation; but if we had stopped
when the money was expended, the State House would have been unin-
habitable. The commissioners met from time to time ; they met repeat-
edly. Mr Kimball and Mr. Wiley, being the nearest to the State House,
watched the work with a great deal of care. As the drafts came in from
various parties, they were always subjected to the scrutiny of one or
more of the commissioners before I approved them. I never allowed
myself to put my name to a draft unless it had gone before one of them.
Not only were we careful with regard to the drawing of the money, but
we were especially so in regard to the way in whicli the work was done.
We exercised the utmost ingenuity in selecting the colors. I desire to
state to the Committee that I congratulate myself on that part of the
work put upon me by vote of the legislature, and that, at last, there has
been done what I thought ought to have been done long ago, and that
was, the painting of the State House in a proper architectural style. Mr.
Clark was kind enough to bring in samples of his colors for the body

' and trimmings; he placed them side by side, and when he arrived at the
two colors now on the State House, I held them up to the Commissioners.
They agreed unanimously that those were the proper colors. We went
into an investigation with regard to the proper colors with which to paint
the inside; we called on the lieutenant-governor, and visited many places
—from the dome to the basement—to see if it would do to depart from
the color of the State House for so many years, and we came to the con-
clusion that it was set off better than before.

We watched the Work of the men as well as we could. I came here as
often as once a week; sometimes twice, and I always found Mr Wileyhere, or found he had been here. We found some parts of the work
going on continually. I didn’t count the men ; but as 1 went from room
to room there appeared to be about the same number of men, as near as
I can recollect, I can’t say that it was being done with more energythan work is usually done for individuals; but it was done with as much.H it had been my own work, I should have said it conformed to my own

2
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experience of private jobs, and, I should think, to the experience of mem-
bers of this Committee in regard to work done for themselves. The
work was done in the usual manner, as near as I could judge. When I
say in the usual manner, I do not pretend to reflect upon mechanics in this
or any other community. The work is an intricate and a difficult one.
Painting a ceiling is not an easy matter; the work upon the various
mouldings is not an easy thing to do. I can say that I was perfectly
willing to exercise the same liberality in doing the public work as I had
towards mechanics in doing my own private work at home; I thought
that fair and just. As time went on it became more and more manifest
that the appropriation was not sufficient. I had already approved bills
covering the appropriation, and it was important to ascertain where a
reduction could be made in the work. In order to show you how care-
ful the commissioners were in the supervision of the work, on October
24 I received a letter from Mr. Kimball who had had his eyes upon the
business from the beginning. As it is a letter on official business, I will
read it.

Boston, October 24,1874.
My Dear Doctor: —We are running up the expenses of the improve-

ments at the State House at a fearful rate, and shall largely exceed the
appropriation, let us economize as we may. However, what must be
done, must, and I am ready to share my part of the responsibility of the
excess over what has been allowed. But it seems to me that we should
be careful that nothing more is done than is absolutely necessary. I have
been looking round to see where we might with propriety curtail, and it
has seemed as if we could omit much of the sub-basement, including the
“Beanery,” the Document rooms, etc., with the exception of whitening
the ceilings and repairing, and painting walls, omitting the woodwork.
Will you be kind enough to look the matter over, and perhaps have a

meeting of the committee, to decide exactly how far we will go?
Yours truly,

Moses Kimball.
Hon. Geouge B. Loeino, Salem.

Dr Loking. I called a meeting of the commission at once. They
met here. Mr. Kimball and myself went from one end of this building to

the other, examined all the rooms to see what was going on; and when
we came to the library, the staging for the painting of the library was all

upon the floor, ready to be put up. I said, this room looks very well; I
don’t think it necessary to have it painted, and I think we can cut it off.

He said, yes. And it wasn’t painted. The library was cleaned, and thatwas
all that was done to it. I should say it might have cost from ten to twelve
hundred dollars to paint it. Then we went into the basement, and it was
in such a condition that we concluded that it was utterly unfit for occupa-

tion, unless thoroughly cleaned and painted. I make that statement to

show that the commissioners exercised all due diligence in this work.
That ended the work. When the work was finished, the bills were

brought in ; and here let me refer to the bills themselves. You will see,

in Senate Document No. 67, “George 11. Simmons, carpenter-work,
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$5,427.58.” A careful and accurate review was made, and all the work
was accounted for before the commission, upon a statement made by Mr.
Wiley, who had gone through it, and was supervising the work as it was

carried on.
“ James Barrett, plumbing, $3,040.86,” Here was a large bill, and the

commission were especially careful.
Senator Yeery. Are these amounts balances ?

Dr. Loring. No, these are the full amounts of the bills,—“three
thousand and forty dollars eighty-six cents.” It seemed to me and to
the commission at once that it was a large bill for the work done; and
when it was stated to us what a vast amount of plumbing had been done,
and how much was absolutely necessary, and could not be avoided, it
was thought that the bill was manifestly one which a private gentleman
would have paid without question, and it was unanimously approved by
the committee.

“R, R. Wiley, mason-work, $10,363.01.” This bill went through ex-
actly the same process,—not of one or two days, but of weeks. The
commission endeavored every way in their power to ascertain the justice
of this bill.

“ George S. Lemoyue, services, $33,”—“ Edward Rolfe, expressage,
$4.22,”—“George H. Simmons, work on ventilators, $7.50,”—“Cook,
Rymes & Co., iron-work, $309.81.”

These are small bills; I will not give the other amounts, as they are
on the record. “Edward F. Meany, stone-cutting, $788.13.” This was
really for putting the steps of the State House in safe condition for old
and wearied legislators to return to their homes at night. And lam
gratified to say that I can ascend those steps more easily than I could at
the last session. I look upon this job as a cheap one, because everybody
knows perfectly well that if any one had offered to do the job for $l,OOO,
the committee would have taken it.

“C. S. Parker & Son, repairing roof, $896.63.” This was carefully
examined also. “Copper-work, $314.23.” We went into an investiga-
tion in regard to how much had been allowed for old copper in that bill.
“Lanterns and frames, $232.37.” That was for placing lanterns in the
arches in front of the State House and on each side of the esplanade.
[Messenger set a glass of water by the speaker.] lam happy to say
that I don’t take water while I am talking; I can’t stop for fear of
destroying the theatrical effect. I never have and never propose to.
[Laughter.]

“Marble-work, Richard Powers & Sons, $335.02.” I don’t think there
was any question about that.

The Chairman. Was that stone-work in the original estimate?
Dr. Loring. It was not; nor were the lanterns in the original esti-

mate. But it was so manifestly necessary, that the commission did it.
“ Cyrus T. Clark, painting and gilding, $8,209.94.” Mr. Clark camo
before the commission, saying that his bill was correct, and it was
approved by a unanimous vote.

“Hugh Hood, painting inside, $19,058.84.” Upon this bill the com-
mission spent a great length of time. In the first place, the bill was
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re-cast by a clerk in the auditor’s office. In the next place, under the
direction of Mr. Kimball, it was tabulated, and it appears here now in
that form, so that the labor and materials all lie in certain classes as they
were classified. That bill was then submitted to Mr. Stickney, as a

gentleman who was in the habit of taking large contracts, and as an
educated commissioner. Mr. Stickney took that bill down upon a sheet,
rectified it by the price-lists as he found them there, and also upon the
vouchers for so much paint, lead and coloring for oil. He went through
the bill carefully. Some corrections were made in regard to labor.
Those were made by Mr. Flood, on the statement made by Mr Stickney,
when he found that the wages charged were greater than had been
allowed. If I remember rightly, it was in the item of polishers the bill
has been reduced *000; he had charged a dollar a day extra for polish-
ers, 1 think. After weeks of careful and accurate investigation, the bill
was unanimously approved by the commission.

Mr. Kimball. You must be mistaken.
Dr, Luring. I will tell exactly how it was done. At the time I put

the vote to the commission, Mr. Kimball was standing back of my desk
writing. The other commissioners were in front of me. I said, Gentle-
men in favor of approving this bill will say Aye. Then I said, All
opposed will say No. There was not an audible No. Mr. Sanford sat in
front of me, and said he agreed with me. Mr. Kimball sat behind me,
and if he says he didn’t agree to it, I suppose he didn’t. That is just
what took place.

With regard to the services of the commissioners, that isn’t for me to
discuss. Now, Mr. Chairman, this is the way the work was done, sys-
tematically, and, so far as I myself am concerned, with as much care as

if the work had been my own. I think the other commissioners felt
exactly the same interest in it that I did; I have no doubt about it at all.

That is the connection of the commission with the State House repairs,
and this is as near as I can remember what was done. 1 have stated dis-
tinctly and clearly what motives operated upon my own mind. If any-
body supposes it is pleasant and agreeable to be voted in a commission,
and made an ex officio chairman of the commissioners, so that you can’t

get out of it, I should like any citizen to try it on and see how he likes it.

Now, sir, I have a little personal matter to polish up here. I propose
to do it, not because I desire to be ostentatious, but because I do not de-

sire to parade my private affairs before the people of the Commonwealth.
Somehow or other, it makes no sort of difference how a man conducts

himself in private life, but there will be some reflection cast upon him.

1 have been quite surprised to see that I have been burdened with any
kind of opprobrium which should fall upon this commission. Personally,
1 have no fault to find at all, and no ill-feeling about it. But lam deter-

mined to vindicate myself any way. With regard to the public work, I

have charged the Commonwealth |BO for services, and I have done just
exactly what I have told you. I have charged that *BO, because I didn’t

want to be eccentric. 1 think it is just as bad to be eccentric as it is to

be grasping; so I charged it, and felt it was right.
Now, then, the thing has gone a little farther, and it has been intimated
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that I derived some personal benefit from being upon this commission.#
Now let us see. I thought the subject over to find what the personal
benefit was, and have come to the conclusion that it may possibly be this:
After the adjournment of the legislature last year, I found it necessary
to repair my house, after going to my farm from Salem. There are me-
chanics there whom I have employed for years; but I found that it would
be well to have certain work done which could not be well done by them,
and I was told I must come to Boston. The work amounted to about
§BO. I took it to Boston, and I knew that Mr. Flood had good decorators
in his employ, who (jould do this work if they had time to do it. I said to
him, I have got this work to do; it don’t amount to anything, but if you
have anybody to do it, I shall be obliged to you. He said, I will be glad
to do it for you, because it will be an advertisement for me in Salem. I
said it was not enough for an advertisement. He said he would be glad
to do it as soon as he got some men who were at the south end of the
town. I don’t know the names of the men. I told him I could wait,
and he said if I could he would do it. He sent them down. The deco-
rators spent two weeks there, and that was the benefit I derived from it.
They came down and did the work; when the work was done the bill
was sent in and I paid it, amounting to §BO. That is the benefit I de-
rived. I had not half the hesitation in employing those experts in that
way that I would have in running over Boston to find some one else. I
did not know a single ornamental painter in the city ofBoston. It didn’t
occur to me that there was anything wrong in that.

I desire to state, with regard to the commission, that they did their
duty as well as they knew how. For myself, I was actuated by no other
motive than to see that the work was properly done.

Mr. Doherty. Do you remember when that decorating was done on
your house?

Dr. Loring. Some time in September. I should say, I moved back
into town about the middle of last October, and I should say it had been
done a month then.

Mr. Shaw. Was there any agreement made as to the commission the
mechanics should receive on their labor ? Was their any contract as to
their labor ?

Dr. Loring. No, sir; no contract was made at all. The vote was
simply that the work should be done by the day.

Q. It was left to them to say ?

A. It was left to them to charge what was due. I desire to say that
it was precisely the same way in which the work was done on my own
house during the summer.

Mr. McNutt. Was this §1,200 charged in Mr. Flood’s bill ?

A. I don’t remember. How was that, Mr. Wiley ?

Mr. Wiley. That was extra for taking up the carpets, and cleaning.
Mr. McNutt. There is no item of it in these bills ?

Dr Loring. It goes in through another channel. It doesn’t come in
under the repairs at all.

Senator Merry. Was it mentioned that that was expected to be done
by Mr. Morissey ?
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Mr. Wiley. I notified Mr. Morissey, and he said he had no money to
do it with. I understood the Chairman to say that he approved the bills
for Mr. Tucker.

Dr. Loring. I approved no bills except what were submitted to the
commission. I simply approved drafts so long as there was money in
the treasury. With regard to expense of cleaning, that went into the
bill for State House expenses. We took the bills as Mr. Wiley presented
them.

Senator Verry. It is not in this matter at all ?

Dr Loring. Probably not. I merely alluded to it when Mr. Wiley
reminded me of it.

Mr Paul. Do we understand that this § 1,200 did not go into this
amount at at ?

Dr. Loring. It does not, according to the best of my understanding.
Mr. Wiley. This Le Moyne’s services is one of the same things?
Dr, Loring. That is but a small item. I approved no bills at all, ex-

cept those which are on file here. The bills that I approved during the
season were not bills, but simply drafts—so much on account; they re-
ceived so much on account; I approved the draft. That was the way
in which it was done. It was done by an agreement with the commis-
sioners.

Mr. Paul. Then if it appears that this §1,200 was approved outside,
it ought to be added to the §49,423.32, to show the whole expense.

Senator Verbal It was paid as a part of the ordinary expenses of the
sergeant-at-arms for taking care of the State House.

Dr. Loring. I understand that it was.
Senator YeerT. It may have been put in with one of those bills of

Mr. Flood’s.
Mr. Kimball. No, sir, it was not; Mr. Tucker had a bill for personal

services. Mr. Morissey declined to do -what he ought to have done.
The consequence was that everything available was carried oft' or stolen.

Senator Verry. Where is that §1,200? Does it help make up the
§49,000 ?

Mr. Kimball. I don’t know anything about the §1,200. I think you
had better send t® the auditor and get these small bills. Those were

not a matter of discussion.
Mr. Churchill. When the matter of painting the inside came up,

Mr. Flood’s name was proposed and objected to, and afterwards there
was no objection to giving him the job.

Dr. LOring. The objection was not withdrawn.
Q. There was no vote against it ?

A. You remember, I distinctly stated that the majority was manifestly
for Mr. Flood. 1 think the minority acquiesced in the vote. I don’t
remember how the vote was put. Five gentlemen sat round here, for
instance, near each other, informally, and voted. There was no objection.

Testimony of John E. Sanford.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Will you give the Committee any information
which you may have to assist them in their investigation ?
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A. I shall not be able to cover most of the ground which has been
covered by the statement of Dr, Loring, for the reason that I know noth-
in? of the particulars to which he has referred. If I may begin at the
beginning; very near the end of the last session, I think within ten days
or a fortnight of the close of the session, Mr. Wiley, as chairman of the
committee on the State House, reported two Resolves for repairs and im-
provements upon the State House; they were referred in course to the
committee on finance. A few days afterwards, Mr,Kimball, as chairman
of the committee on finance, reported the Resolve which was passed by
both branches of the legislature, and under which this work is done. At
the same time, Mr. Kimball came to me and said that the commit-
tee had put me upon the commission. I said to Mr. Kimball that it
was a work that I didn’t want, and that I could not attend to. I resided
thirty-five or forty miles from Boston; my family was in such condition that
my presence was very much needed, and constantly, needed, at home.
Mr. Kimball stated some reasons, or intimated some reasons, why Dr.
Loi’ing and myself were put upon the commission, stating that it would
relieve them of some embarrassments, and I knew that, in 1867 or ’6B,
the presiding officers of the two branches were the commission to super-
intend that work, and I supposed that probably for that reason-the com-
mittee on finance supposed that if the presiding officers were put upon
the commission, there could be no sensitiveness on the part of anybody
who was not put on, and everything would go smoothly and pleasantly.
I said to Mr Kimball, a day or two afterwards, perhaps, “Mr.Kimball,
if this Resolve passes, I shall put you upon the commission.” 1 didn't
think Mr. Kimball was very anxious to go upon it, but I told him posi-
tively that I should appoint him upon the commission, and he finally con-
sented to go upon it. I also conferred with him in regard to the other
member whom I should appoint, and he agreed that Mr. Wiley, as I my-
self believed, was emphatically a suitable man for the place. At the same
time it was in accordance with parliamentary custom, the Resolve having
originated with a committee of which Mr. Wiley was chairman; and
having been finally reported to the House by a committee of which Mr.
Kimball was chairman, it seemed to me eminently proper that I should
appoint those gentlemen on the commission, 1 came very near forgetting
to make the appointments. This was at the very end of the session; but,
I believe, upon the very last day of the session, the Resolve came down
from the Senate with the endorsement that the President had appointed
on the part of the Senate Mr. Stickney of Fall River. I was very

.gladto see his name on the commission. Everybody knows Mr. Stick-
ney in our part of the State, and I presume in other parts of the State.
I thought it was an excellent appointment, and I believed that, with the
gentlemen whom I myself was about to appoint, the commission would
be admirably constituted.

Upon the adjournment of the legislature, I immediately went to Taun-
ton and did not not come to Boston again until I received a notice from
Dr. Loring that the commission was to have a meeting at his room in
the State House. At a good deal pf inconvenience, I came down to
attend that meeting, and the first thing we did was to examine the
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Resolve under which we were to act. Dr. Loring had the official copy,
lie produced it. I recollect taking the Resolve and reading it to the
committee, or Dr. Loring may have read it—at any rate it was read, and
I found—we all found—that it provided simply for repairs; painting and
other repairs. There was nothing in it in regard to improvements,—
nothing in regard to alterations,—and we all agreed at once that onr
duty was limited to repairs, and we had no right to make improvements,
no right to make alterations, and, so far as I know, that was adhered to.
The question then arose as to how the work should be done. Dr. Lor-
ing has stated—as fully perhaps as I can state, and fully in accordance
with my recollection,—what was said in regard to that. I believe the
commission have been criticised because the work was not done by con-
tract. Well, now, sir, it may have been an error of judgment. If it was,
you are the gentlemen to judge; but it was an honest error, if it was an
error. I acted, as Dr. Loring says, precisely as I would do in my own
affairs. Within the last sis months I have painted my own premises; I
have had it done by the day, because, although I always approach a job
of painting with a great deal of doubt as to how I shall come out, I have
made up my mind that the best way to have my painting done is by
the day. I have employed men to paint my house; I have expended
some thousands of dollars upon my own premises within the last six
months, and all the work has been done by the day. That is my judg-
ment, and we all agreed that taking work of this sort, which consisted of
pieces, and which would show here and there something to be done
which we could not see to begin with, that the true way to do it was to
have the job done by the day, and we voted—l think unanimously—that
the work should be done by the day.

Then I recollect this further point was discussed. I don’t know whether
I introduced it, but I recollect what I said upon the subject. I said,
“Gentlemen, here are $31,500 appropriated for this work; now let us
spend this money anil then stop.” I had had more or less experience in
state work, and I knew of the proneness of committees to overrun their
estimates. We all agreed upon the point that we would do $31,500
worth of work, and there we would stop; and I believe the commission
started with that determination. I so understood that every member
agreed to it, and I certainly supposed that the work was obtained upon
that basis.

At one of the early meetings.—l didn’t attend all the meetings of the
whole commission; I was unable to do so; at the time they were called,
I came down on the nearest train. Once or twice I was late at the com-
mission meetings, and once or twice I was obliged to leave before the
meeting was finished. I have not the dates. Mr Kimball has a record
of all I could tell you; but I will state it from my recollection as well as

I can, and his record will confirm or correct what I say. At one of the
early meetings, the matter of painting,—who should do the painting,—
came up I supposed at that time that the painting was to be the bulk of
the entire job; and I believe the estimates which Dr Loring read this
morning show that that was the expectation of the committee who re-
ported the Resolve. The painting was to amount, if I recollect, to some
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§23,000, and all the rest was an estimate for some small—comparatively
small—incidental work that had been expected would have to be done.
Now, then, I knew nothing about any painter in Boston; I never em-
ployed a painter in Boston, and knew no more about the painters
than I did about the pilots in Boston harbor. When we came into
our meeting Mr. Kimball nominated and recommended a Mr. Clark
of Boston; the chairman of the commission nominated and recommended
Mr. Flood of Boston; and Dr. Loring has given you the history of
the discussion in regard to the merits of these men. Now, sir, I did not
know anything about either of the men, and I endeavored to do what,
under the circumstances, seemed to me to be the wisest course. I had
great confidence in my friend Mr. Kimball; but it appeared that this Mr.
Clark was a gentleman whom Mr. Kimball had been accustomed to
employ, and although that ought not, and would not with anybody who
knew Mr. Kimball, give rise to any misconception at all, I did feel that, if
we were to give this entire work to a man whom Mr, Kimball in his
private business was accustomed to employ, it would make him, if not all
of ns, liable to misconstruction ; therefore it did not seem wise for me
more for Mr. Kimball’s sake than my own—to give the entire work to
Mr. Kimball’s nominee.

Mr. Flood was very warmly indorsed on the other side, and the onlysuggestion made was that there was some question about his previouswork upon the State House. But I know-, as you all know-, that Mr.
Kimball is a man ofvery positive opinions ; very honest, but very positive;and I did think that possibly Mr.Kimball was slightly prejudiced againstMr. Flood, and it seemed to me that the explanations which were madein regard to the difficulties under which Mr. Flood did that work, and
especially the indorsement which came from the architect who

’

hadcharge of that work, was a complete answer in regard to Mr. Flood.Then I had this further feeling; here is a large job, if we put twopainters who are to work side by side, and whose work is subject to com-
parison, probably it will stimulate both of them to do a better job than
if one had the whole and was not exposed to this comparison. Well, sir,the matter came to a question in the commission; all five of us werepresent. Now, sir, I don't intend, —I don’t know that it is necessary forme to state,—l don’t know that the Committee care to know, and I willsimply state my recollections; if I do not state it correctly, it can becorrected by the gentlemen who were present. I understood that themembers of the commission on the part of the Senate were opposed to

‘he work ’ and in favor of' gi«ng it to Mr. Flood. 1 understoodthat Mr. Kimball was opposed to dividing the work, and was in favor of
giving it to Mr. Clark. Mr. Wiley and myself had been silent; I hadbeen listening, hearing what was to be said pro and con ; I think I saidlr. Chairman ! would like to know Mr. Wiley’s opinion about thesemen. Mr. Wiley then stated that he knew both of them, that both ofthem were accustomed to doing large fine jobs of work, and Mr Wileyproposed that the work be divided. That was the first proposition, if ISn oMb Tke mistaken, that was the first proposition for adivision of the work. I immediately fell in with that suggestion, and

3
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my recollection is that we divided by the two branches, that three mem-
bers from the House voted in favor of—Mr. Kimball has the record; I don’t
know whether it shows what the vote was or not—division, and the
members of the Senate voted in favor of non-division.

That having been settled, the only remaining question was, inasmuch
as these two gentlemen wore the only applicants, which should do the
outside and which should do the insideP Something was said about
that, I believe, at that time; that the cost of the outside work wouldbe
largely in excess of the inside work, because the outside painting was to
include the gilding of the dome, and that it had been variously esti-
mated in times past anywhere from $2,500 to f 10,000,1 think. I sup-
posed that that would be the largest item of cost, and that the outside
work, therefore, would amount to the largest sum. Mr. Kimball and
Mr. Wiley and myself, and, for aught I know, perhaps it was acquiesced
in by all, voted in favor ofgiving the outside work to Mr. Clark, and it
naturally remained, of course, to give the inside to Mr. Flood. At the
same meeting, or some future meeting, because I cannotrecollect these
dates, Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley were appointed a sub-committee to
make all arrangements for doing the work that was to be done.

At the same meeting, or a subsequent one, Dr. Loring was added
to the committee. That having been done, Mr. Chairman, I went home
to Taunton. I was not at the State House from the time the work com-

menced until the legislature met again. The work, as Dr. Loring has
stated, was in the charge of this sub-committee. I never knew who did
the work, excepting the painting; I neither knew how they did it, or how
much it was costing. After the legislature met this year, I was notified
to meet my associates upon the commission. I did so on one of the early
days of the session, and without intending to reflect at all upon the sub-
committee,—because Dr. Loring has stated, and others will state, how the
work came to exceed the cost, and I have no doubt they intended to deal
rightly in the matter,—but I was very much surprised to find how much
the work had amounted to. I don’t know that I should have been more
astonished if it had been f 100,000 than I was to find that it was $50,000;
and I don’t know that I should have been more astonished if the cost of
painting the inside had been $50,000, instead of $20,000. I had the ill-
grace to state to my associates on the committee, at first, that I would
not approve a dollar of any one of those bills that exceeded the appro-
priation, but, upon reflecting on the matter, I concluded that that was not
a just and fair position for me to take. 1 then went in with the com-
mittee and devoted what attention I could. I knew nothing, as I belore
said, of the work, but I cooperated as far as I could with the sub-com-
mittee in scrutinizing the bills, and in seeing that they were fair and just.
I voted to approve no bill until the sub-committee, in the first place, were
satisfied that the bill had been scrutinized and had been reduced as much
as it could be reduced. You know very well that more question was
made in regard to Mr. Flood’s bill That was the last bill to be ap-

proved. Dr. Loring has stated very fully the course which the commit-
tee took in regard to it.
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In the first place, the bill was analyzed by the auditor. Mr. Flood came
before us. I questioned him in regard to the bill at some length. There
was one question which it seemed was not fully understood. In regard
to his charges, I think Mr. Flood stated at the hearing that his bill, as he
first made it out, amounted to twenty odd thousand dollars,—twenty-two
or three or four, I am not sure which,—and it amounted to that sum for
this reason. As Dr. Loring has stated, when we decided upon how the
work should be done in the first place, it was voted that the work should
be done without an allowance of any commission to the painters upon the
materials which they used, the intention being that the painters should
have the usual profit, as I supposed, upon their workmen, but that there
should be no commission allowed them upon the materials which they
furnished to use in the work. Mr. Flood said that that was not communi-
cated to him, and contended that he ought not to be bound by a vote of
the commission which was not communicated to him. Of course, I can-
not say whether it was communicated to him or not. As I recollect,
after it was decided that he should do the painting, the question arose
who should notify the parties. Mr. Kimball said that he would notify
Mr. Clark, and Dr. Loring said he would notify Mr. Flood. Mr Flood
claimed before the commission that Dr. Loring simply notified him that
he was appointed to do the work, but said nothing to him about the
terms. Dr. Loring, as I understood, differs in recollection with Mr. Flood
on that point.

Dr. Loring. Not at all, I don’t differ, because I don’t remember any-
thing about it. I cannot tell. I don’t know in what terms I communi-
cated the choice of Mr. Flood to him at all. I have no idea, and don't
know where it was done. I can simply say that Mr. Flood went to work,
and I took it for granted that he understood the terms. I cannot recol-
lect the particulars in any way. I am perfectly willing to accept Mr.Flood’s statement. If he said I didn’t, I have nothing to say about it at
all. I don’tremember.

Mr. Sanford. Dr. Loring will perhaps excuse me. I rather inferred
than relied on Dr. Loring’s statement. Dr. Loring was not present at
the time of my examination of Mr. Flood. I remember the next time
Dr. Loring met with us, and he said : “I must have notified him of your
terms, else why does he cut his bill down below the usual commissions.”
So when I stated that Dr. Loring didn’t agree, I inferred it simply from
the fact that Dr. Loring stated it argumentatively that he must have
notified Mr. Flood, otherwise he would not have presented his bill below
the usual charge. I told Mr. Flood at the time that we should insist uponour vote, and if he didn’t know the terms he should have informed him-
self, and we should insist upon our vote that he should take no profit at
all upon the stock which he used. Also, in looking over the lull, I asked
him about the price of his men, and he stated that he paid his polishers$3.50 and his painters §1 a day.

Mr. Kimball. He charged §4 a day, not that he paid it.
Mi. Sanford. He charged, I mean, the usual price, as he said, |4 aay, and his polishers §3.50. Well, I had looked over the bill, and I

remembered that there was aTarge number of days of polishers, and I



[Apr.APPENDIX.

found that they were charged also $4, and I called his attention to it, and
he said it was a mistake and they should have been charged $3.60—that
would have made a difference of $5O to $lOO,l don’t recollect which.
Mr, Flood said he would correct that; and it was left in this way, that
Mr. Flood should take his bill and go over it again, carefully correct these
errors, reduce the stock down to actual cost, and bring his bill again
before the committee.

The next time he came before the committee I was not at the meeting,
but I learned that the committee, at that time, referred this amended bill
to Mr. Stickney of Fall River, who, as Dr. Loring has said, is a man
of great experience in contracts for work of this sort. I understood
that Mr. Stickney went down into the street and conferred with Mr.
Flood, and had been very carefully over the entire bill, and had audited
it with as much skill and examination as he was capable of. I was at
the next meeting, when Mr. Stickney came in and made his report. He
reported that there were certain reductions upon glass—3o per cent., if I
recollect right; there was a very large charge for glass for different
parts of the State House—and I think there were some other deductions
which Mr. Stickney made in his investigation, or which Mr. Flood made
in conferring with Mr. Stickney; the reductions altogether amounted to
$5OO or $6OO. I said to Mr. Stickney, “Is that the best we can do with
this bill?” He said, “ I think it is; I don't see what more we can do.”
The question was put upon approving it; the commission didn’t seem
very anxious to respond loudly or promptly either way, and, as Dr.
Loring says, I sat in front of him, and Dr. Loring said, “Mr, Sanford,
how did you vote ?” I said, “Doctor, I didn’t vote against it, and I sup-
pose silence gives consent.”

One thing I want to comment upon. I know that Dr. Loring didn’t
mean to reflect upon me, and I certainly don’t mean to reflect upon him—-
that is, in regard to the compensation for this work.

Dr. Loring. No, sir; I didn’t in the slightest; you stated distinctly
you had not attended to the work.

Mr. Sanford. I didn’t mean to be eccentric at all, and considered my
position on the commission as rather an honorary, though laborious,
position. I was appointed a few years ago, in the same way, to procure
statues—memorial statues of distinguished citizens of Massachusetts—to
be placed in the capitol at Washington. I rendered my service then, as

I thought it was an honorary service, without compensation. I devoted
very little time to this matter, as I have stated; came down at the earli-
est possible train, and went home at the earliest possible train. Mr.
Kimball said, “Well, Sanford, have you not been at some expense?” I
told him I was so fortunate as to have a free pass on the railroads, and
in omitting to charge anything, I did not intend to reflect upon this sub-
committee, who have done this whole work. I fully agree that it was
proper that they should charge, and equally proper that I should not
charge.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Sanford, -was there any misunderstand-
ing with Mr. Clark as regards any commission ?

A. No, sir.
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Q. His contract was understood thoroughly, as between Mr. Clark
and the commission ?

A. It was, sir. Mr. Clark brought in his bill to a mill, exactly as we
understood it would be brought in, and I am bound to say that Mr. Kim-
ball—after having said what I did in regard to my action—l am bound
to say that Mr. Kimball nominated a very trustworthy and honest man. I
don’t think he has received or charged a cent which does not honestly
belong to him, and I think he worked really more cheaply for the Com-
monwealth than he is accustomed to work for private individuals, be-
cause, ordinarily, he would charge percentage on his stock, and he took
this job without that percentage.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Is there any bill here, Mr. Sanford, which you
think is liable to criticism, unless it may be Mr. Flood’s ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. So far as you know ?

A. So far as I know, sir, I will not say there is any bill which, upon
my own knowledge, ought to be criticised.

Q. Not even Mr. Flood’s ?

A. I will not say that, sir, of my own knowledge, because I have no
knowledge at all of how he did the work, how many men he employed,
or whether his bill is honest or not.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was there any talk about keeping the time; was
there to be any knowledge of what was to be done here, in your com-
mission ?

A. Not when I was present, sir. I think you will find a vote there
that the sub-committee were to make all the arrangements for the doing
of this work.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) When you found that this appropriation had
been exhausted, did you take into consideration that you had been doing
work which was not originally contemplated by the Resolve ?

A. I don’t understand that the commission has done work of a char-
acter which is not within the terms of the Resolve.

Q. Precisely “of a character,” but I asked you whether you under-
stood—l don’t know whether you mean to acquiesce in what Dr. Loring
has said, relative to the stairways, the doorways and various other things
which he mentioned, not originally contemplated as being down in the
work ?

A. That was not brought to my attention. These matters were ascer-
tained after the sub-committee had been appointed, and in the progress of
their work. They were not brought to the attention of the commission
at any meeting when I was present; I will not say they were not
brought to the attention of the whole commission, but all understood
these things were ascertained during the progress of the work, and I was
not here at all during the progress of the work.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) This discount made on Mr. Flood’s bill, was it
on labor or material ?

A. I didn’t see the bill after the examination I have referred to, but I
understood Mr. Flood corrected the item of the work for tiie polishers;
whether he corrected any other items of labor, I don’t know; Mr. Stick-
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ney made the report in the commission ; I didn’t attend to the details of
it; when Mr. Stickney said that was the best that could be done, I
thought it was no use in going any further.

Q. (By the Chairman.) When you approved of the bills, you had, ot
course, expressed your judgment that they were correct, and ought to be
paid ?

A. Well, sir, I should not have approved any bill if I were not satis-
fied that the best had been done in regard to the bill that it was practica-
ble for us to do. Of course, we hadn’t the power to send for persons and
papers, as your Committee has, and we didn’t think that it was expedient
for us to go into such an examination. We called Mr. Clark and Mr.
Flood before us, I don’t know but other members of the commission did
the same. I think they did'. I think Mr. Wiley saw the carpenter, and
somebody saw the plumber. The plumber’s bill was one which disap-
pointed everybody. I didn’t know that any plumbing was to be done; and
it turned out there were $4,000 worth to be done. I think the members of
the Committee scrutinized all of those bills as carefully as they could, I
have no doubt that every member of the commission desired to reduce
them to as low a figure as they could. Of course, I was obliged to rely
on the sub-committee, who had the supervision of the work, and, as I said
before, when they were satisfied that the best thing had been done that
could be done, then I acquiesced in the approval of the bills.

Dr. Boring calls my attention to one expression in the Resolve. The
Resolve says, “ also for painting and whitening, and sundry repairs in the
interior,” That, of course, included all the repairs which were done by
the sub-committee, and which were in excess of the amount allowed. I
didn’t intend to suggest that the sub-committee had gone outside of the

Resolve.
Testimony of Moses Kimball.

I shall be glad to answer any inquiries the Committee may desire to
make; but it seems to me, after the explanation of the two chairmen,the
Committee are possessed of the substantial facts in the manner in which
the committee operated.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Anything that they omitted, or that you wish

to correct?
A. Perhaps, in regard to the minor details of the action of the com-

mission, and my own part in it, it will, perhaps, be as well for an expla-

nation. I desire to say, in the first place, that I was chosen secretary of

the commission; that, upon a sheet of note-paper, I, for a time, made the
minutes of what we did. I find that it does not make any mention ot

the last meeting upon the approval of the bills, but it does of all the pie

liminary action of the commission, which is substantially as stated by

President Loring and Speaker Sanford. I find, first, that the commission
met at the President’s room, July 14th; present, all but Mr. Stickney;

Mr Kimball chosen clerk of the commission. Then a general discussion,

as Dr Loring has said, ensued about what was necessary to be done,-a

general talk about what devolved upon us in the appointment of the coin-

mission,-a rambling talk Then, I think, I made the suggestion that it
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seemed to me that it was our duty to see that this work was done in the
very best manner, and the best material used; that my experience was,
that the kind of work to be done—much of it—could only be done by the
day; and with regard to the painting, that the best way to secure a
good job would be to have that done by the day. I remember I
remarked that the Commonwealth desired to pay a mechanic fairly
for his work, and had no desire to make a contract to get the work
done cheap, and get cheap work, I alluded to the previous work,
which was done under contract; called attention to the price that
was paid, and didn’t agree that it was an advisable way. I believe all
the gentlemen agreed with me, that it was best that the work should be
done by the day, and voted that the painting and dome be done by the
day; and then, when we adjourn, voted that we adjourn to Tuesday next,
at 11 o’clock; then voted that Mr, Wiley be requested to look over the
building and report to the commission in detail what was necessary to be
done. Of course, we had only the Resolve, and such general information
as Mr. Wiley, chairman of the state house committee, could give us. He
was not certain as to details; then voted to adjourn.

July 21, a week after, met; present, all the commission. Mr. Wiley
then made a verbal report, to the effect that he found many parts
of the State House were decayed, and there was much work which was
found necessary to be done, as he judged; and he found the covering
and parts of the House needed careful repairs; there was no idea of an
estimate how much it would be. We all agreed that it was necessary
then that it should be done, if it was to be done properly—that was what
we were appointed for, to make the repairs. We could not count cost,
but got reliable persons and put them on; then voted that Mr. Kimball
and Mr. Wiley be a sub-committee to arrange for the necessary repairs
preparatory to painting. Mr. Wiley and myself had an interview, and
talked the matter all over about the condition of the roof and the
gutters, and then Mr. Wiley suggested Mr. Parker as a slater and
roofer that was a good man. I knew the reputation of Mr. Parker as
one of the first-class mechanics, and an honorable, safe man. I said,
“That is exactly the thing,” and, under an agreement with Mr. Wiley,
Mr. Parker was requested to examine the roof, and he did it. After the
appointment of Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley as a sub-committee, voted to
adjourn.

Tuesday, August 18, the committee met at 11 o’clock; all present.
That was the day of the Republican convention ; and two gentlemen of
the committee being at that convention, desiring to leave at 12 o’clock,
we voted to adjourn till 1 o’clock, to enable them to be back. Wo met
at 1 o’clock; Mr, Sanford did not return. Then we had a general talk
about painters, as we had if in the morning. The proposition came up to
appoint painters, and, as has been stated here, I suggested the name of
Mr, Clark as a master painter in this city, an honest, reliable man, that
did work for a great many concerns—for the Sears trustees among others.He had done a good deal of work for me. He had done the paintingand glazing upon a block of stores I built, where he was ordered to goand do the work without any reference being made to price, and 1 paid
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his bill and was perfectly satisfied with it. I built a hotel at the South
End, and without making any contracts for the painting and glazing there.
Mr. Clark was told to go and do the work there; he did it, and I was
perfectly satisfied with it. I overhauled my house, and built a building in
Eliot Street, in the same way, and Mr. Clark was put upon that work, and
did it to my satisfaction. I ascertained further that the Sears Associates
employ him in the same way, and that they have confidence in him. I
think Mr. Moses Williams, and other wealthy men, employ Mr. Clark in
that way. Consequently, without any especial affection for Mr. Clark,
only knowing him as a mechanic, I recommended him to the committee.
I said, “ All I desire is, not especially that you should take Mr. Clark, hut
that the painting shall be put into the hands of an honest man, that we
may have an honest man, a man that understands his business, so that
the materials will be good, and we will pay a fair price.” I only recom-
mended Mr. Clark to the committee because I knew him, and could
recommend him with confidence.

The matter was discussed, and the committee were unable to agree.
Dr. Loring nominated Mr. Flood ; he indorsed him equally strong. Mr,
Stickney and Mr. Sanford said they were placed in an awkward position;
they knew nothing about Boston painters, and therefore they could not
draw the line. Mr. Wiley said nothing at all, until, as Mr. Sanford said,
he appealed to Mr. Wiley, the result being that Dr. Loring was advo-
cating one gentleman, I was advocating another, and the two gentlemen
from out of town knowing nothing about it, and not being satisfied to turn
the scale in either direction, it was voted that we adjourn for the pur-
pose of giving the two gentlemen an opportunity to inform themselves
about the reliability and capability of the two painters.

When we met at the next meeting, which was, of course, to determine
the matter of painting, Dr Loring then presented some letters —the let-
ters that have been introduced here. I was quite astonished to find the
letters. I desire to say, in this connection, that Mr. Clark had no knowl-
edge that I was using his name to get the job for him, and 1 am not cer-
tain that I didn’t say to the committee that perhaps Mr. Clark would not
take the job. At this meeting. Dr. Loring presented four letters recom-
mending Mr. Flood. I remarked, “ Why these letters, if Mr. Flood
stands so highly; why the letters indorsing him ; why are these sent in ? ”

Dr. Loring then replied that he had told him he had better get some.
The letters being read, then a discussion ensued, and Mr. Sanford turned
to Mr. Wiley and asked him what he thought about it. ,Then Mr. Wiley
made the motion that the job be divided, with the view he has since told
me to harmonize the thing, that it would be well to divide the work. I
remember Mr. Sanford used the argument that if we pit these twr o paint-
ers against each other there will be a struggle to see who will do good
work and the State will have the benefit, rather than if only one were
employed. As a consequence the vote was taken for dividing the work,
and it was a vote, as the Speaker has said, of three to two—the gentle-
men of the Senate being opposed to dividing the job, and the gentlemen
of the House voting to divide it.
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The vote having been taken to divide the work, the question then arose
which would be the largest job, and that was talked of considerably; and
at last, believing that they would be about equal, Mr, Wiley cut the cord
by saying that the inside job would be the best, upon the ground that that
the party could work in all weathers, and it would be the most desirable
part of the job. That being the result, there seemed to be no more
trouble, and a motion was made that the work should be given to Mr.
Clark, to paint the outside. I voted for that very cheerfully, and Mr.
Clark was selected. The point then came upon doing the inside work,
and a motion was immediately made that Mr. Flood should have the
inside work, and that vote was carried, as Dr. Coring said, by a unani-
mous vote, upon the ground that there was no dissent. Then came the
question about who should notify, and my recollection is distinctly that I
said that I would notify Mr. Clark, and I think somebody said, v Doctor,
you notify Mr. Flood,” or he said he would. Then came the matter, after
the division of the work, in regard to the material to be used, and we had
quite a discussion upon that. Mr Stickney was strongly in favor of the
committee purchasing the oil and the lead themselves, saying that that
was the way they had done at the factories. That was objected to on the
ground that there were painters who knew their business and could get
the best materials, and it was better to leave it to them; and after con-
siderable discussion, it was agreed that it should be left to the painters to
get their materials. Upon that, I made a motion—which was carried—-
that the lead, oil and gold to be used be purchased under the approval
of the committee, any commissions to be allowed upon the same to inure
to the Commonwealth.

We then voted that Mr. Clark be requested to furnish the committee
specimens of tints for the outside work at their next meeting. At their
next meeting Mr. Clark appeared with the tints, and, as Dr. Coring
says, we looked them through, and I think not only .the painter, but all
of us, were agreed in the tints which should be put on the State House.

Then I asked Mr. Clark about the price of material that he proposed
to use, what lead and what oil, what were the prices of lead, and he
told us that Boston white lead was 10-J cents, Philadelphia lead 11 cents;
and Salem lead was mentioned. A discussion arose in the committee
which was the best lead, and each of the gentlemen said they were all
good; the Salem lead, and the Boston lead, and the Philadelphia lead
were good. I then turned to Mr. Clark and said “ Which lead would you
use if you were going to do the work yourself ? ” and ho answered, “ I
think that the Boston lead is as good as any, and that is the lead I should
use. ’ The committee voted tohave Boston lead, the price being 10Jcents.

We asked him about the price of raw oil, and he said, 82 cents.
Then came the question about the gold, which was $8.25 a pack, and he
had made inquiries about Cothrop’s pure gold. I found, in looking at
the bill, that the lead, which was to be 10| cents is 10£ cents; that the
oil is 81 cents raw and 86 cents boiled, in the bill, and that the gold is
at the price stipulated. Having made this arrangement with Mr. Clark,
he was told to go on with the work. He did go on with the work and
his bill is before us as the result.

1
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On July 21st, as I have said, Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley were appoint-
ed a sub-committee to arrange; on August 25th, “ voted that the chair-
man of the commission be added to the sub-committee on repairs, con-
sisting of Messrs. Kimball and Wiley,” so that the sub-committee then
consisted of Messrs. Kimball, Wiley and Loring. Another vote was
passed, that the chairman, Mr. Stickney, and Mr. Kimball, be a sub-
committee to approve the material to be used. That sub-committee to
approve the material to be used never had a session, never performed
any duties; and we then voted to adjourn.

Now Mr. Chairman, I desire to say with regard to the appointment of
planters, I have no unkind feelings towards Mr. Flood. As Dr, Loring
said, I strongly opposed him at the outset. My dutybeing toknow some-
thing about the finances of the Commonwealth and where the money
goes, I had the curiosity to look into affairs, and I found that in 1860, the
outside of the State House was painted, in round numbers, for $7,000. I
found that in 1868, after the repairs, that a contract was made with Mr,

Flood to paint the entire new work, three coats, and the old work of the
exterior, two coats, and regild the small dome for $9,157. I find that
his whole bill, after the work was done, that was allowed and paid,
amounted to $19,151.12, or little more that double what the contract price
was to do the work! It is proper that an explanation should be given of
this, as Mr. Flood and his counsel will explain, and the reason was that
there was additional work which was not in the contract, that there was

glazing, etc., which was put in, which swelled the amount of the bill;
but with a bill for work running so very much more above the contract
as that did, I thought it a pretty dangerous experiment to repeat, and so I
got the bill and found out how much the charges were in 1868. More
than that, I had spoken to different painters in regard to the class of work
which had been done in 1868. Gentlemenwill remember how it looked;
that it evidently had not been pure lead which was put on ; th,at it bleached
out and skinned off, and was emphatically, as any painter or mechanic
that knows about it would say, a very bad job. I didn’t want another
such a job put on the State House, hence my opposition to Mr. Flood;
first, that I didn’t want that kind of work; second, that I thought the bill
was enormous and I was afraid we would have another such bill.

We went on with the work, and, as Dr Loring said, we found the State

House had decayed in several places; more being required than we con-
templated doing. Mr. Wiley had men at work here and paid more atten-
tion to it than anybody else, and he would send for me when there was
anything bad, and I remember once, when the wooden balustrades were
found to be decayed, I came up myself-—and there is a very considerable
part of them now new balustrades; also, found pieces of wood-work
required to be done. Mr Wiley sent for me one day to see the Council
Chamber, and we found the plastering would want taking off; all the

stucco-work wanted taking off, all the ornaments wanted taking off and
replaced with new ones; and the president has said, in regard to the

stucco-work falling in the House, there were a great number of places
which could not be avoided ; and we said they must go on.

I came to the State House occasionally to look after the work, and
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found extensive plumbing-work going on. Called Mr. Wiley’s attention
to it, and said, “How is this, we ordered no plumbing to be done P ” He
said that Mr. Simmons, tire carpenter, reported to him that he found that
the floor was being rotted in the Senate room, that there were no pans to
catch the drip, and Mr. Wiley said he told the carpenter to get a plumber
and have what was necessary done. That was all the knowledge I had
in getting into the plumbing job, and that was all the knowledge Mr.
Wiley had; and the plumber, having got a good order like that, with the
Commonwealth to back him, made a good job of it and sent in a bill for
over f3,000.

When the bill came in I found a ton and a half of new lead had been
put in, and to my astonishment it was simply a renewal of the work,
with the exception of the 'pipe in the secretary’s office, which I don’t
know who ordered, as the committee didn’t order it. I was a little sur-

prised that we hadn’t a credit for old lead and called Mr. Wiley’s atten-
tiou to it, because if there was a ton of new put in there must be some-
thing like a ton or more of old lead which we were to be credited for.
Mr. Wiley went to him and got an allowance on that bill. Well, in that
way the work grew on. As Dr. Coring said, I wrote to him twice. I
think he came up and we endeavored to stop oif the work. We stopped
off the big ante-room in the rear of the governor’s chamber and the
painting of the library. We also ordered at that time certain other
painting not to be done, but to my astonishment, when I came up once
or twice a week to look after the work, I found the painters had got into
recesses where we intended they should not go, and where there was a
place where paint-brushes could go they were sure to go there, and the
work was consequently swelled up very much.

With regard to the approval of the bills finally, they were approved
from time to time. We had the carpenter there, Mr. Clark there, and
some of the other gentlemen, and we got as near as we thought was
right, and the bills were approved. When it came to the approval of
Mr. Flood’s bill, it was referred to Mr. Stickney, and Mr. Stickney
worked it over to get it down to what he thought was right. The com-
mittee, I believe, talked it over, and Mr. Stickney had done all that he
could do, and the vote was taken, and Dr. Coring has told you how it
was voted to approve that bill. I was behind Dr. Coring and looking
out of the window ; I didn’t vote for the approval of the bill; I didn’t
utter my dissent; I felt that I was perfectly powerless, and the majority
of the committee made their report. I felt afterwards that instead of
leaving the thing open, it was the best we could do to approve the bill.

I understand, and one gentleman remarked it in the House, that but
for a little soreness, because he could not have his pet painter do the
work, there would have been no trouble about it. Well, I have no sore-
ness ; I propose to do my duty, even at the expense of the gentleman
slandering me, or feeling unpleasantly towards me. When Mr. Flood’s
bill was presented we were all astounded at its magnitude; at his bill
covering several sheets of paper, giving the work which lie had done,
and putting in small quantities ; so many men painting, so many men
varnishing, so many men polishing, so many men glazing; each charged
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by itself. And then the polishers. I stuck on the polishers, and said,
“ Why these; what have we to do with these ? ” Then Mr. Flood found
that they were charged too much, and he immediately said, “ That is a
mistake"—lo2 days amounting to $102; but the polishers swell ourbills
more than we had to do with them, for the polishers worked on the chairs
in the Senate chamber and House. It seems that Major Morissey gave
the intimation that that was to be done, and Mr. Flood puts his men, and
there is a work not within our province, but it was included in his bill.
Then there is glazing. Of course the mechanics broke some glass. I
don’t know who gave orders to have glass set. I never gave instruc-
tions. I never agreed upon the tints, else the State House would not
have been painted a staring white. I would have had it painted a modest
tint, after the style of a gentleman’s house. Mr. Flood, instead of having
the instructions, went on doing the work where he pleased, and setting
glass where he pleased. One of the messengers informed me that a
large plate light was taken out where only the corner was cracked.
I believe that it is customary for glaziers to take out all the bas glass.
If we had gone every day we should not have had that.

As I said before, the magnitude of the bill startled me. I looked it
over, and it was almost impossible to ruu through the different days and
know where it was. I therefore requested the auditor to request one of
his clerks to analyze the bill; to bring together all the items of every
kind, and of different sizes of glass, and to have the price carried out
against them. If you will look at the bill, you will find it runs all
through it. We could not get any facts about that, and the auditor’s
clerk did analyze the bill, and brought each of the items together. Well,
then, I was more struck than before with the magnitude of the bill, for
I found when the days’ work were brought together that there were
2,525| days, at f 4 a day—s9,4o3 for painting; there were 106 days for a
foreman, at $5 a day. I see the bill has been credited with one day less
for the first and one day more for the foreman:—

96 days’ glazing, $384 00
147 “ graining, at $5 (six days were added), . . . 735 00
19 “ bronzing, at $5 a day, 95 00
7 “ decorating, at $7 a day, 49 00
5 “ gilding, at $5 a day, 26 00

203 “ polishers, at $5 a day, ...... 1,015 00

[This item, Mr. Flood said, was a mistake, and has been corrected by
making it $4 instead of $5.

Mr. Sanford. AVhat was the price ?

Mr. Kimball. It was $5, and has been corrected to s4.]

2 days’ extending glass, at $4 00
2 “ sign painting, at 600
2 “ on radiators, at 400
2 “ “ “ at . . . . . .

• ■ . 500
73 “ work atshop (that was, I understand, glazing sashes), at 400
20\ “ (don’t state where), at f4, 81 00
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That was the amount of labor that was done. We then find here the
next, an item which I objected to very seriously:—

Gilding coat-of-arms and eagle, $3OO 00
Carving-work on eagle, 12 60
Lettering on board, .........12 00
Painting 318 letters, 3 40

Then we come to the stock, and following the stock by an analysis we
come to the glass, which amounts in all to $1,855. Now, sir, I was

startled at the glass, and I posted myself on the prices current of glass,
on the ground that we were to have glass furnished at cost, and, as I
understand the prices current of glass, they are fixed at a certain rate,
with ten per cent, discount from that.

The first item, and I stopped after the first item, was, “ three lights of
plate-glass, 30X46, $57.” I turned to the price current, and I found that
French plate-glass of that size was $11.50, 10 per cent, off that, making
it some $10.50—nearly a hundred per cent, on glass! Some of the others
I looked at, and I found that they were largely in excess. I then had the
curiosity to inform myself about the glass, and I requested the auditor to
he kind enough to take off the number of lights of glass that were in
the bill, and see what the average per light would be. He gave me as
the return, 1,286 lights of glass, at $1,855.82 ; average per light,
I was very much surprised at that, because the great mass of glass is for
the Senate-chamber windows, and other windows of small size glass ; of
course, a large plate-glass would bring the average up.

Then I found the charge for glazing 1,286 lights was $384, an average
per light of cents for glazing, and that, too, with the putty charged
in the bill at eight cents a pound, and the price, I believe, is 3-J cents.

Under these circumstances, Mr. Chairman, I could not approve the
bill; I did not approve the bill. I stood alone. I was a minority
on the commission. I was a minority on the sub-committee. I
tried to do my duty faithfully to the best of my ability. I have
no fault to find with my associates, and I believe Dr. Loring and
Mr. Wiley meant to do their duty in behalf of the Commonwealth. But
still I was a minority; and the work was done, some of it without any
knowledge on my part, not I believe with any intent on the part of the
Doctor or Mr. Wiley, but the necessities of the case came, and when I
was not here the work was done.

That is my connection with the work, and why I have been opposed to
payment of the bill from the outset.

Now, sir, the other items in the bill—the plumbers—l have mentioned ;

it was an extraordinary bill, as all plumber's bills are; we knew no way
to get at it. With regard to the days' work, we summoned Mr. Clark up
about his bill; he explained his bill, and I believe the whole committee
were satisfied. We asked Mr Clark if he could bring his time-book and
give us the time of his men, and he said he could, and his vouchers to
show the price he paid. Mr. Flood, 1 presume, can furnish his vouchers
in the same way in regard to his labor; but we didn’t follow them up, be-
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cause we don’t know anything about them. I was so dissatisfied with
the bill in gross, that I didn’t approve it, only as Dr. Loringhas suggested
about silence giving consent.

Now, one thing more. There is a number ofsmall items in the bill; my
name stands there for §137 charged against the Commonwealth. It is for
twenty-six days' attendance. I didn’t do it to save the feelings of the
members of the committee; I did it because I was entitled to that pay,
and if I was paid for annoyance and hard feelings we should have to
have another order and I should make it thousands instead of hundreds.
I charged that because I believed I was doing my duty, and I believed I
was worth that money to the Commonwealth.

Q. (By the Chairman.) You stated that more or less stuff was car-
ried away, and you didn’t know where it went to ?

A. I don’t remember stating anything of that kind. I spoke of the
lead, the plumbers’ lead, which was carried away.

Q. When Dr. Coring was giving in his statement, didn’t you say that
there was more or less stuff which was carried away P

A. Excuse me; yes. Now I understand you—in relation to inkstands,
Well, perhaps I had better go back a little further, while this Resolve
came from the finance committee in the shape it did. The Resolves from
the State House committee came to the finance committee in two Re-
solves to do different work, providing that that work should be done by
the Commissioners on the State House. The Commissioners on the State
House were the sergeant-at-arms, the secretary of the Commonwealth and
the treasurer. ■ I once had experience—it is years ago, and lam very apt
to have a long memory—and I find that if a man lives long enough, and <
he sees a wrong, he can generally redress that wrong when the time
comes. There was referred to my committee, years ago, a job done on
the State House by the commissioners, that was, putting the new lantern
on—Mr. Paul may remember that Mr. Julian Mason did it—and they paid
about four times as much as ought to have been paid to get that job done
under the commissioners of the State House. I had learned substantially
that the commissioners of the State House were Major Morissey; and
when I found that this amount of work had to be done, I didn’t think it
worth while to refer it to one man, and my committee agreed with me,
and made a Resolve and gave it to the man who did the work and took it
from them. I understood afterwards that there was a great deal of ill-
blood that it should be taken from them, and a great many hard things
were said against Mr. Kimball. A great many hard things are said
against Mr. Kimball, by people who peck into the treasury when I get in
advance of certain parties by putting an extra lock or an extra bar on
the treasury. Consequently, as Major Morissey only made his appear-
ance about once a week, there was no provision made for clearing the
rooms, until at last the committee found it necessary to employ Mr.
Tucker to see that the rooms were cleared. In the meantime, the stuff
not being locked up and cleared off, the mechanics—l don’t know who,
nor whose men they were—in the State House made away with the ink-
stands and the coats and umbrellas, and everything else that was mov-
able walked out of the State House, because they were not properly
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taken care of. Excuse me—that was the stuff I alluded to. The only
thing we knew of in this case was the old lead, which I was not account-
able for.

Q. (By Mr. Veeet.) There is not anything in this report here which
shows how many of these hills are paid in full. Are you in possession
of any information on that point? Take the case of George H. Sim-
mons’ hill for carpenter work ?

Mr. Teaix. I think it is here, sir. I have got all the papers. There
are the papers asked for this morning.

A. In the §49,000 there is an excess over the §31,500 which was the
amount of the estimates.

Mr. Yebky. I understand that, but I don’t understand how much of
George H. Simmons’ hill has been paid.

A. I believe none, sir.
Mr. Tkain. There is a balance of f223.53 due him.
Mr. Kimball. Mr. Clark was paid, except a small balance.
Mr. Teaix. The balance due Mr. Clark is §292.94.
Q. (By Mr. .Chuechill.) When you speak of overcoats, inkstands

and umbrellas walking out, do you know anything about carpets having
walked out at the same time ?

A. No, sir; I guess they have not walked out. I guess the present
sergeant-at-arms is preparing to have a sale of old carpets, which will
he a new thing to the state treasury, allow me to say. But I beg to say,
in regard to the carpets, of course we had no control over those; those
were in charge of the sergeant-at-arms.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I would like to ask you if there were, during
your discussion, any questions as to who should do this work—-any talk
about what was going to be paid P

A. We knew with your mechanics there was a fixed price for day
labor. We didn’t propose to get a mechanic to do it at less than the
regular price. We knew that the painter was to make his profit upon
the work, and that was all he could get.

Q. Were these charges on Mr. Flood’s bill the usual charges?
A, Iso understood that they were.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) For a job of this magnitude, is it the usual

price ? Isn’t there two prices—one for large and one for small jobs.
A. Not that I know of, unless there is a contract; there may be a

little discrepancy between Mr. Clark’s and Mr. Flood’s in regard to the
grainers. With regard to the charge of §5 for grainers, he appeared
before the committee and said that was the proper price; but as the job
was a large one, he should make it §4; it was not extraordinary, but the
|o a day for grainers is right.

Q. (By Mr. Chuechill.) I understood you, that, in 1868, the sum to
be paid tor painting the outside and inside of the State House was §9,000,and that it amounted to §19,000; is that extra, or the whole amount?

A. Nineteen thousand dollars was paid, being §lO,OOO extra; that is,outside and Inside; that is a matter of contract, and the bill is in the au-
ditor’s office, as the gentleman can see.

Q. And was that on account of hurrying to get it done ?
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A. Undoubtedly, sir; Mr. Flood had to work at very great disadvan-
tage, and it swelled his days1 work.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Was this estimate of the work to be done on
this building made in details ?

A. Mr. Train has a sort of memorandum among the papers; it was
not in details as to the cost. The committee on State House had a sched-
ule of what was necessary as far as they could put it in figures, and then
they reported a Resolve to do certain work ; that was nothing to do with
this committee, and when we asked Mr. Wiley to go over it, he found
very much additional work which was necessary to be done, and so re-
ported to the committee, and as Dr. Loring has very truly said, as we
progressed we found in every direction fifty or a hundred dollars1 worth
of work, and we looked over it with the idea of stopping it.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You spoke about the estimates for painting the
whole of the interior in 1868; was there any more painting done in
1871?

A. I cannot tell you whether they did everything then. lam inclined
to think about everything was done here; because, in casting about to
see what we could save, I popped into the engineer’s room and found that
his water-pipe was nicely bronzed. I guess there was no lack. I guess
there is as much done as ever there was before.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You said there was a contract in 1868. What
were the terms of it ?

A. 1 went to the auditors—the contract is there, and it will be worth
your seeing—and found that the new work was to have three coats of
paint, the old work on the exterior two coats, and regilding the small
dome, for §9,167.

Q. Outside and inside ?

A. Yes, sir. The whole bill for painting and glazing was §19,151; it
is fair, however, to explain that much of that bill of §19,151 was a con-
siderable item for glazing and for graining, which did not come in the
contract.

Q. How many coats did the outside get this season ?

A. lam sure I cannot tell you, sir, whether it has got one or ten. I
would say, in this connection, that I was a little gratified to learn that
the bill was so small when it came in, and I so expressed myself to Mr.
Clark, and he said he could have made it smaller but it cost him §2OOto
scrape off the old mud which was on the building.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I suppose the natural effect of being hard
pressed and driven as they were in 1868, Mr. Kimball, would necessitate,
naturally, a larger bill ?

A. Undoubtedly.
Q. The whole charges for painting the building outside and inside

now is §7,000 or §B,OOO more than in 1868P
A. It is an expense of about §3,000 more now. We must bear in

mind that the time is substantially appended, and that there is two
thousand and odd dollars in addition, so that we have actually painted
the outside, if we deduct the amount for scraping and the §2,000 for
§l,OOO or §5,000, as against §7,000 in 1860.
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was the outside of the_ work estimated to cost
more than the inside ?

A. I don’t know, sir; if they made the figures at all, they are there.
That came up when the proposition was made to divide the work,—it
was which should have the largest job, and which would be the largest
job. I confess, that although I had no hand in the division, I was very
desirous that Mr. Clark should do the outside, because, as well as Dr.
Loring, we had a little pride once to have the outside of the State House
look well, and I think we have got it done to suit us. You will find Mr.
Wiley’s bill swells up pretty large. I could see there was an enormous
amount ofwork which he did that was not seen,—there was, for instance,
decayed bricks in the State House which had to be taken out.

Q (By Mr. Train.) I wish to ask you in relation to Mr. Wiley’s bill;
he was one of the commissioners P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whether it was the subject of discussion in your commission, the

propriety of employing one of the commissioners to do that work or any
of the work.

A. No, sir. Allow me to say, in that connection, that myselfand Mr.
Wiley went on to the work, the painters having already been directed to
commence; he then said, “We have got the carpenter’s work.” I said,
“I will send you a carpenter ” ; but after the carpenter came he said he
didn’t want to undertake it, that he could not do justice to the work and
that he was not able to walk about; and that being the case, I requested
Mr. Wiley to look for a carpenter, and it seems he did speak to the man
that had ordinarily done the work at the State House.

With regard to the other work, 1 had no idea he would do the mason-
work, I knew Mr. Wiley was a mechanic, but didn’t know what kind of
mechanic; but in regard to employing mechanics, I think, with Dr.
Loring, we left it to Air. Wiley as a mechanic. As he explains to me
about the plumbing, we never intended that there should be a job of that
kind, but incidentally he ordered the carpenter to do what was necessaryin the repairs to make it sale, and I knew nothing about the marble-
worker’s bill until I saw the men at work. It seems there were more or
less slabs on the radiators which needed to be cleaned, and it was neces-
sary, and that is where the marble bill came; and so over all the house,
one thing or another was overhauled that we didn’t consent to in the out-
set. So far as anything was done, except perhaps the plumbing—and the
excess of some of these bills is so much larger than they should be—l
don’t think there was anything done which ought not to have been done
about the State House.

Q. (By Mr. Wiley.) I would like to ask Mr. Kimball if the vote of
the commission was not for me to do the work?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. And if the motion was not made by yourself?
A. It could not have been made by me, for I did not know you were a

mason; it would probably have been assented to by me.
5
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Cross-Examined by W. W. Doherty, Esq.

Q. Do your records show the estimates?
A. No, sir; I don’tknow what they are.
Q. I suppose, Mr. Kimball, there was some painting done which was

not contemplated when the commission first went over the State House?
A. So far as lam concerned, some painting was done which the com-

mission didn’t agree to have done.
Q. Well, there was some painting which was not contemplated at

first?
A. Except that we never could have contemplated painting in the

engineer’s room, and bronzing the radiators; but unless the painting
contemplated everything, then there was more done, as everything was
painted, I think, with the exception of the library and the rear room of
the governor.

Q. There was always somebody at the State House to represent the
commission, to see what should be done and what should not be done ?

A. Well, I don’t know that there was, sir. Mr. Wiley gave special
attention to it, inasmuch as he was looking after his own work, and he
declined to make a charge for his personal services, on that ground. Dr.
Loring and myself were up twice a week there for two or three hours,
and of course it was very tedious looking after the men, and it seemed
that everything we said should not be done they were determined to do.
We went into the document room, and found a great many shelves, and
woodwork which it was not necessary to paint, and wr e decided nothing
was to be done to the walls, and to my astonishment, afterwards I found
the men in back there painting it; I don’t know whose fault it was;
whether Mr. Flood didn’t have directions to leave it out, and expected it
all to be done.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Well, whether with your knowledge of the
character ofMr. Flood’s bill and the astonishment at the manner in which
he had made it up and your refusal to approve the bill, why did you sign
this report?

A. Because Mr. Stickney had overhauled that, and as Mr. Sanford had
said when the bills were passed, the committee had done the best they
could, and I so stated to the House, that we had done the best we could.
These bills, with the exception of Mr. Flood’s, there was no question or
dispute about, and it -was necessary they should be paid; it was the best
thing, even if we were wronged in a small amount; it was better to settle
the bills in that way than have them go further. Personally I dissented
from the bill, but I was a minority of the committee and it was no use
for me to interpose any objection; I might be charged with personal feel-
ing ; it seems 1have been.

Q. Has there been any calculation made for the purpose of seeing
how much overcharge there is in Mr. Flood’s bill ?

A. Nothing, except what Mr. Stickney has done, and for that I had
these drawn off. I felt that besides the enormous charge for the glass,
the labor was what swelled the amount, and that we had no means of
getting at, unless we had a practical mechanic to take the time-books.
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Q. Didn’t you require him to produce the time-books P
A. Well, sir, we referred this matter to Mr. Stickney, and he examined

it and gave attention to it and reported that he had done the best he
could, and I was not satisfied. Mr. Clark offered to produce his time
books ifnecessary, and I am not certain that Mr. Flood didn’t say that he
could produce his. To tell you the truth, I was disheartened about the
bill; I didn’t want to stand alone in fighting it; as Mr. Sanford tells you,
there has been but little got in connection with the matter, and he didn’t
feel like taking any action.

Q. (By Mr. Doheett.) Mr. Stickney told the commission what he
had done in relation to Mr. Flood’s bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the reduction in Mr. Flood’s bill was made in consequence of

Mr. Stickney’s investigation ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the reduction was satisfactory to Mr. Stickney ?

A. I don’t know that it was, sir.
Q. Well, he told the commission so, sir P
A. I don’t know that he said it was satisfactory, but that he had done

the best he could; that a reduction of 30 per cent had been made on the
glass and the reason a bigger reduction was not made was that Mr.
Flood urged that a great deal of the glass would be broken. The feel-
ing all through, I think, of the commission was that they had got the
bills down as near right as they felt they could get them.

Q. (By the Chairman.) When you signed that report, Mr. Kimball,
you thought that the items which had been approved ought to be paid by
the State, did you ?

A. Did what, sir ?

Q. When you signed that report you were satisfied that the bills which
you had approved, which arecontained in Senate document, No. 67, ouo-ht
to be paid ?

A. No, sir; I think it does not say they ought to be paid, but I thoughtthe best way would be to pay them—not that 1thought they ought to°be
paid; that it was one of those matters that we ought to compromise to
get out of a scrape, lhat is, Mr. Chairman, that we had done the best
thing we could; that that was the better way to settle it.

Q. Then you practically submit that your judgment ought to be ap-proved by the legislature ?

A To pay them; yes, sir.
Q. That is your judgment and that is your opinion, that the best wayis to pay the bills as you have audited them ?.

A. That was my opinion; that the only way to get out of it was to paythe bills.
[Adjourned till 10 a. m., Tuesday, the 6th instant.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Tuesday, April 6, 1875.
Statement of Hon. Egbert R. Wiley.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Will you have the hindness to state to the Commit-
tee your connection with the affairs which are now under investigation?

A. I will state that I was chosen on this commission, and that I was like-
wise chosen a member of the sub-committee to oversee the repairs of the
State House, with Mr. Kimball and Mr. Loring, as has been stated before.
In the statements made yesterday, there are some things I wish to speak of.
Mr. Kimball stated that he did not know of all that was going on, and re-
ferred to the matter of plumbing. I think, at the outset, that Mr. Kimball
stated to me, when we met together, that he could not be here all the time,
for he was going to be away part of the time, and when he was absent he
wanted me to have the oversight of things. When anything came up, I
would call on Mr. Kimball. Sometimes I would find him, and sometimes I
would not. I consulted him on the matter of the balustrade, and also con-
cerning the governor’s apartments, the iron fence, the shutters, and on cut-
ting out extra windows ; the stopping up of the window back of the presi-
dent’s chair and recutting the freestone steps. On all of those matters he
was consulted.

At the time the question of plumbing was considered, he was away at the
beach. I told the carpenter to go to work, and have it fixed properly. The
plumber went to work, and I followed him up almost every day. We had a
letter from the clerk of the House stating that he would like a wash-bowl
in his room, and stating that he had a great many visitors there. I
called on Dr. Loring, and we voted to put it in. We also had a request from
the. secretary of state for a similar convenience, and we voted to put one in.
We voted, also, to put one in the adjutant-general’s room. I think, on the
basement floor, as you come in the door, we voted to put in four new wash-
bowls, and new pipe was put in. Under the sink of the Senate, I put in a
lead pan. The water had run down through the floor and between the ceil-
ing. These four bowls were put in without any pipe being taken out.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Was it quite a job to provide for draining them ?

A. Quite a job for all of them, especially for that in the room of the sec-
retary of state. It was quite a job to bring the water for that bowl. I do
not know whether it was in the adjutant-general’s office or not. There was
an old one taken out and a new one put in.

I speak of these matters because it looked to me as if Mr. Kimball would
make it appear that he was out-voted. Certainly, in any case, it was possi-
ble ; he was brought here to take the responsibility with the rest.

Mr. Sanford was speaking yesterday about his connection with these re-
pairs. There was a certain amount of money appropriated to put in new

SECOND HEADING.
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■windows in the post-office, and in the room adjoining, where the representa-
tives have their reading-rooms, and some three windows, I think, in Mr.
Cunningham’s office. Perhaps some of the members of the House
will remember, anybody had to stoop down to look out of the old windows
to look at the Common. The parties of the House came in here, and thoughtit would be a good idea, as we were going to put in new windows, to have
these cut out. The committee was called together; Messrs. Kimball and
Loring were present, and voted to lengthen these windows 16 or 18 inches.
It required the rooms to be plastered, and a great deal of work; but it cer-
tainly makes two hours’ difference in the time the rooms have to bo lighted
up.
. Tliea attention was called to the front steps, and we met and voted upon
it, three of us. AAT e voted to go ahead, and it was done. Coming to thegate, the iron fence and the iron shutters, we found that they wanted agreat deal of repairing. On these things, and on other minor matters, Mr.Kimball was consulted, and heartily concurred in our action. As he stated,
the plastering of the Council Chamber had to be all taken off, and a great
many of the ornaments were broken, and had to be taken off, Lid new ones
made. That was plastered and skimmed all around.

Then, when we came to get into the rear of the president’s chair, in the
Senate, we found the sash was completely gone, and as it was plastered onthe inside, the committee voted to take the windowout, and have it stopped
up. That was under the lead of the sub-committee.

The front stairs that you go down were found to he very had. That wasdone under the direction of the committee, too. I would say that when Icame to get into this room—l think this was the first thing we took; Iwould like to have it about ten minutes as it was when we took charge’ofit. There were cracks so large that we had to cut out large places and fillwith mortar and plaster of Paris, and the carpets had not been off for sevenyears. If they could have seen the condition the room was in then, andseen it after we got through, they would have found out, I guess, that therewas considerable work to it.
Q. This room ?

A. Acs, sir. lam only speaking of this, because it is the first we camemto. In some other rooms, we had to take off the plastering, and in someante-rooms, we had to take off the whole side ; and certainly we had to havea number of coats of paint before it could be brought to the surface of theold wall. I was here once or twice a day, and sometimes three times a day,and, as regards the workmen, I never saw a better class of workmen, insideor out. I was well acquaintedwith the foreman of the painting inside. Helad been in the shop as foreman for one firm in Boston for thirty-six years.He was an apprentice there, and came up to be foreman, and always hadtJie name of being a driver.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Did they work well when they were here !

A. At the time I was here they seemed to he. Iliad no particular timeo come. I came at all times ; but I know there were rooms that we ealcu-ated to be ready for the following morning, and 1 would find the paintersgoing in there next day.
Q- (By Air. Tiiain.) AVho was the foreman ?

A. Joseph McDonald.
no?'? (By Mr’ Pbihce -) Do you know whether ho kept the men’s time or

A. Idonot know.
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Q. (By Mr. Train.) How many years liave you been a member of the
legislature ?

A. Three.
Q. Have you been a member of the committee on the State House each

year ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did the committee obtain certain estimates which formed the basis of

the Resolution for the appropriation for repairs ?

A. Yes, sir ; it was an approximate estimate handed in by Mr. Morissey.
Q. Do you know where he got the estimates ?

A. Ido not.
Q. Are these the ones, or do you not know ? [Handing witness papers.]
A. I could not swear that these are the ones. These might be a copy;

something similar, sir.
Q. Well, do they correspond in amount to the amount expressed in the

Resolve ?

A. Ido not recollect it; I could not say.
Q. Well, the Resolve called for $31,000 ?

A. Yes, sir. I had a memorandum of them. I never had these. I think
Mr. Kimball had them.

Q. Did you make any estimates yourself?
A. Yes, sir ; I went around after the committee got them together.,
Q. Well, before you made your estimates ?

A. No, sir; I had no idea that I should be on the commission, nor
did I expect to have anything to do, with it.

Q. Well, did you know anything about the cost of the contemplated re-
pairs except what you derived from the estimates of MajorMorissey?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you know the superficial contents of the interior of the State

House ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did anybody on your committee know ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did anybody on your commission know ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you made any effort to ascertain how the bill for painting would

correspond with the estimate of the expenses for painting the interior of the
State House by the yard?

A. Not that I know of; Mr. Kimball took those tables and retained them
some fortnight before the committee came together a second time. Then
he brought in some different figures. Where he got them from Ido not

know.
Q. In your estimate, as a basis of the Resolve of last year, I understand

some $4,005 have been estimated for mason-work ?

A. No, sir; that was for whitening, as I understand.
Q. Well, was there any estimate looking to the work subsequently per-

formed by you as a member of the commission ?

A. Ido not know of any.

Q. Why was not that estimated before you reported, asking an appropri-

ation for these repairs ?
,

A. Well, there wore certain things that came up after we started that the

committee voted to do. We found them as we -went along.
Q. Well, if I understand you, there is nothing in the estimate which we
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receive from Major Morissey which made the basis of the action of the
committee on the State House of last year in asking an appropriation ?

A. In this estimate of mine, I would state that all the staging furnished,
inside and out of the building, which is in some other estimate, by a vote
of the committee, I, having a very large pile of old and second-handstaging,
received. It was quite an item. There was some $3OO charged for new
lumber.

Q. (By Mr. Verrt.) I want to ask Mr. Wiley this question : Something
has been said about difficulties in making contracts for doing some of this
work, —I do not know as it applies to painting,—l want to know whether
there was any difficulty in making a contract to paint the interior of the
State House by the yard after you got through preparing it for the painters ?

Was it not left so that the painter could go immediately about this work ?

A. No, sir; he had to go to work and wash it; and certainly to get this
room in condition to paint, after we left it, the labor on it was more than it
was to paint it twice.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Of course that went into the estimate as part of the
work, as much as anything else ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now I am upon the work which ydu did. I understand you

now to say, that you furnished all the staging, for reasons satisfactory to the
committee ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, that included the staging for the painters, inside and out, for

any work that you did, or the carpenters, or anybody else ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did that item go into the estimate ?

A. Yes, in some item. I think there was some $l,BOO included for that.
Q. Well, now, your bill, as I understand it, amounts to $10,363.01 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And there is a balance due you of $2,663.01 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I want toknow if your bill is for wr ork and repairs that were not con-

sidered by the committee on the State House last year, before they submitted
that Resolve ?

A. This job of whitening I gave to Mr. Mitchell, ofCharlestown, and Mr.
Baxter, who had done work around the State House ; so there were actually
three sets of men at work on this whiteningand masoning. Here are the
hills corresponding [presenting them]. My bill, after taking out the others,
amounts to something like $4,000. Mr. Mitchell was there every day of the
time himself, and that is all put in together. That included the outside and
inside of the State House and the dome. There are the vouchers (presenting
them).

Q. Well, these bills you now hand me are for whitening?
A. Yes, sir, and plastering.
Q. Well, that work, although it is charged in yourbill, you say was not

done by you, but by parties employed by you. Did you charge a profit on
these workmen?

A. No, sir. That bill [referring to Mr. Baxter’s bill] is just as it was. I
get a quarter of a dollar per mau on that bill [referring to Mr. Mitchell’s
bill], L h

Q. You get a quarter of a dollar on his men. Does ho get a dollar, or two ?
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A. No, sir. ITo gets a dollar, and I get twenty-five cents out of it, and he
keeps seventy-five. Ho gets regular rates.

Q. Five dollars for a mason and two dollars and a half for a tender ?

A. Mr. Mitchell charges five dollars for masons, and two dollars and
seventy-five cents for tenders.

Q. These are all Mitchell’s hills ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. [Exhibiting other papers.] These are the vouchers for stock ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, here is a hill from Turner, King & Co., for a rail ?

A. Yes, sir. That was used on the side fronting Mount Vernon or Beacon
Street.

Q. Did you get any profit on that ?

A. No, sir ; I did not on any of these hills whatever.
Q. Here is a bill from Franklin Hopkins, for lumber. Didjyou get any

profit on that.
A. I got the whole of it; sir. I stated to the committee that it would he

cut so as to he wasted, and on motion of a member of the committee a vote
was passed,[and put on record, that the lumber, after we got through, should
be given to Mr. Wiley. I was certainly no gainer by it.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Is it not the general practice to allow fifty per cent,
for it when it goes back f

A. I never carried any back. If I had enough, probably the committee
Would have allowed me something for the use of it.

Q. (By Mr. Verrt.) I do not understand how that was done. You
bought the lumber for staging ?

A. I used what lumber I had—some twenty-five or thirty loads ; but we
had not enough, and in order to stage up we had to buy some more.

Q. What amount did you buy ?

A. Three hundred dollars’ worth.
Q. And after thatwas used, by vote of the committee, it was given toyou?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you charge for the lumber which you used of your own ?

A. No, sir ; I did not charge a cent. I charged for the teaming of it both
ways, that is all.

Q. Well, the pay that you got for staging was the lumber that was pro-
cured to piece out with ?

A. Yes, sir; §3OO, and something over. I know the first day the new
lumber was here, I came up here, and the carpenters were going into it, and
cutting it up. I stopped that very quickly. It was to be used in those
rooms where it had to be cut, and there was a great deal less went back than
came here.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Well, there is one bill of §177.72 and another of
$85.56, —was that all ?

A. Yes, sir. I have forgotten. I believe I did not inquire in regard to
Mr. Baxter’s bills.

Q. Did you get a profit on his work 1
A. I have not gone any. I suppose I am entitled to a part of that bill;

but I never spoke to him about it.

Q. Well, he charges one or two small items for staging—about $33 ?

A. Well, that was for little, small bills before I came.
Q. Well, it has been paid in full ?
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A. No, sir ; there is a balance clue him. The other one has been paid in
full.

Q. I thought these men had been paid, and there was no indebtedness
except to you ?

A. These men do not look to anybody but to me, sir. Mr. Baxter does
not. I thought I paid them up pretty well, and I was willing to pay them
when the State paid me.

Q. They make no claim against the Commonwealth ?

A. No, sir. Mr. Mitchell is here, if you wish to call him.
Q. Well, now, how much of these bills was included in the original

estimate ?

A. I don’t remember. The whole bill amounts to §lO,OOO. Do you mean
to take out the other two bills ?

Q. I was to include everything that is in your bill against the Common-
wealth, amounting to $10,363.01. How much of it was included in the
original estimate with which you went to the legislature ?

A. I could not tell you.
Q. Well, you stated—
A. I stated that my bill, after taking the other two out, was so much—a

little over $4,000.
Q. Well, $4,000 in this estimate, as I understood it, was for this kind of

work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you say that the excess grows out of the fact that the building

required much more to be done to it than you anticipated 1
A. Exactly, sir.
Q. Could not that have been ascertained by a proper investigation of the

building before you gave your report to the committee I
A. There was a great deal of it that couldnot.
Q. Why f
A. Because yon could not find it, sir. You could not get at it, after we

got the staging up thereand found the stucco-work was loose. Mr. Kimball
called my attention to it. I think it was about eighty in the shade, when I
climbed up there, and I would’nt touch it until I went up. There was one
thing that certainly nobody could see. Then, sir, I don’t know how we
could ascertain the need of filling in the window in the rear of the Senate
Chamber until the carpenter discovered it. We found a great many of these
things.

Q. There was nothing mentioned for plumbing by the committee of 1874 ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was there anything for carpenter-work ?

A. Yes, sir; the drains and cesspools. Ido not know how they could he
gotten at; yet I never saw them worse. They had to he built completely.
When we came to get into the cesspools to clean them out, we found they
were all gone; and we found the drains filled up, and they had to he dug out.

Q. (By Mr. Verky.) Where are the cesspools ?

A. In the area as you go out the back door, two of them, and there are
some in the cellar.

Q. Do they connect with the sewer ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q* "What is the use for them ?

A. They take the water that comes from the areas.
Q. But not from the water-closets T
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A. No, sir; that is independent.
Q. How large are they ?

A. About four feet square.
Q. What was the heft of your mason-work?
A. Cutting out the windows ; and when the painters came to work, we

found out where these bricks were rotten, and if you shouldput paiut upon
them it would curl off, and it was like cutting lead to clean them. We bad
some four or six masons on them for two, three or four weeks cutting the
windows out. We had to cut them out very carefully.

Then, as I said, the setting of the freestone steps was not in the estimate.
They are about fourteen inches wide, and were worn off to a bevel of an
inch and three-quarters. It is generally intended to be about an eighth of an
inch.

Q. Did you reset them ?

A. I reset most the whole of them. Then in the nine windows there was
another difficult job to do. We had to put iron up over the tops of them.
Some came where a joint of stone came over the cap of the window, and that
made it pretty bad.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You had more or less drain to make, I suppose?
A. Yes, sir; aud where we put the secretary’s bowl in, we had to cut right

through the solid wall, aud then stop it up so as not to show.
Q. Do you know who made this estimate of the sergeant at-arms’ ?

A. I don’t. Every year there was a small estimate. 'At Pemberton Square
he got an estimate the same way.

Q. Well, have you ever made any estimate on the State House ?

A. No, sir. The committee wanted me to go around and seewhat I thought
about the appropriation, and I told them I did not think the appropriation
would go through.

Q. (By the Chairman.) That was the commission, and not the commit-
tee, on the State House ?

A. The commission, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I suppose, ordinarily, in making up estimates of this

kind, they add twenty-five or thirty per cent, for contingencies?
A. They usually do. I don’t know what they did in this case. I never

saw an appropriation of this sort hold out, so that it did not cost a great
deal more before getting through with the work.

Q. Have you ever analyzed the bills in this case, so as to know how
many days’ work were done in all ?

A. No, sir.
Q. At what time did you commence this work f
A. In July ; the first of July, I think.
Q. At what time did you finish it up ?

A. Well, I guess the painters were not out of here until the very last of
December. We did not whitewash the cupola until the last work was done
in the basement.

Q. Would it average the full force of men on for four months ?

A. I should think it would sir.
Q. That would be 100 days, and about 33 men per day ?

A. Well, I could not say what the painters did, inside or out. They were
in all the rooms. I used to go there every day and inquire for the foreman
and Mr.Tucker, and used to find them. When they gotready to work, I went
to Major Morissey and told him of it, and he said he had not anything to do
with it. Then I went to see Mr. Kimball, aud employed Mr. Tucker. There
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was a great deal of the time that the men had to take hold and help to
move the things.

Q. Do you know whether there was any regular time kept of the men
here ? Do you know all the men that worked here 1

A. I know my own men, and I got the bills and vouchers for Mr.
Mitchell’s. They kept their time and I kept it.

Q. You have time-books, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Did anyone keep the time of the men under

your supervisionf
A. No, sir. Mr. Kimball stated there had been a party to him to see

about keeping the time here. Said I, “What do you think about it ?” He
said he thought we could get along without it, and save it.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Don’t you think that is like saving at the spile and
losing at the bung ?

A. I think, if I were going to start to-day, I would have a time-keeper.
Q. You would in your own business ?

A. Perhaps I would. Still, I have heard of time-keepers going to ride,
and coming back and taking other men’s time.

Q. Well, there is always a very easy way of dealing with that class of
men ?

A. If yon find it out. I think our men took this lumber up to the roof
and carried it back. It was considerable of a job to do it.

Q. Did you build stages for the carpenters ?

A. Yes, sir ; we built them and took them down.
Q. (By Mr. Dohektt.) Mr. Joseph McDonald was the foremen of tha

painters,—you have known him some time f
A. Yes, sir.
Q. He is a reliable man ?

A. The best in the world.
Q. Faithful ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. A man worthy of belief 1
A. Yes, sir.
Q. He was foreman of the painters, I believe ?

A. He was.
Q. Inside or out ?

A. Inside.
Q. Do you know where he lives ?

A. On Green Street, Charlestown.
Q. He knows pretty well the condition of the work, and can tell us as

well as anybody about the amount !

A. I should say so. I have had men who worked under him come to me
and say he was not a good man for the place because lie was such a driver.
I would state that he is now after a situation under the government, and
there is a great deal of opposition to him on that account.

Q. Do youknow that part of the time the men were at work bygas-light ?

A. Certainly, anybody knows that men cannot work in some places late
without gas-1 iglit.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Was not the gaslit at 12o’clock in the day-time?
A. I came iu oue or two smoky days, when a man would want somethingto see across the room with.
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Well, late in the afternoon they worked by gas-
light?

A. Yes, sir, and late in the fall.
Q. Wouldn’t it be possible for a man to take the State House as it is now,

and form an estimate of what it would cost per yard to do what was done?
A. No man in the world could do it. I don’t care whether he is a prac-

tical painter, measurer, or what he is.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You wouldn’t say he could not get it high enough?
A. That might be. Ido not dispute that; but I have seen some men go-

ing around and saying what they would do it for, and if you approached
them while it was in that condition, you could not get them to touch it. It
is all very well to come in and talk about two coats of paint, but when a
building is in the condition this was, it seems to me as if there was some-
thing else besides twocoats of paint about it. Certainly the governor’s room
was not painted in that way.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) There was something said about five coats?
A. That was the Council Chamber.
Q. Were there some rooms painted with only two coats ?

A. Ido not knowr of one room but what had to be primed two or three
times before it was painted. This was the worst room for cracks I ever saw,
and certainly till these were filled and primed, it could not be painted.

Mr. Collixs. It was painted seven years ago.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Who painted the inside then ?

Mr. Wiley. Mr. Flood, I think.
Q. I understand the difficulty was in the bill for plastering ?

A. It was also very dirty, and certainly where plastering was done,it had
to be washed out.

Q. You had another charge beside for cleaning ?

A. That was for taking out carpets and taking out the seats and cleaning
them, and the superintendent’s (Mr. Tucker’s) time—it had nothing to do
with washing the paint—and the painters.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) That §1,200 was for Mr, Tucker, and work done
under his direction ?

A. Well, he took hold first, and they had to help him afterwrards.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) I understood Mr. Kimball to say yesterday, that

there was no regular employment of you by the commissioners, you being a
member of the sub-committee ?

A. No, sir; I was voted upon. Mr. Kimball is getting to be a little for-
getful.

Q. What was the vote ?

A. The vote was for me to do all the niason-work and whitening, etc. I
am almost willing to take my' oath that Mr. Kimball made the motion.

Q There is no such record ?

A. Well, I think there are quite a number of things not recorded. lam
trying to find out where he was outvoted all the time.

Q. So that by- a vote ymu did do the mason-work and whitening ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Train. [Reading from the records.]
“ Voted, That Mr. Wiley 7 be requested to look over the building and report

in detail what is necessary to be done.”
That wnis at the first meeting. At the next meeting, a report was made,

and “ it was voted that Messrs. Kimball and Wiley be a sub-committee to
make arrangements for the necessary repairs, and for painting.”
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Mr. Wiley. This vote was taken before the last one yon read. Why it
is not recorded, Ido not know. I certainly should not have gone into this
building and begun work on my own account.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Do you remember how this took place ?

A. Yes, sir. It was stated in this way. Mr. Wiley is a mason, and he
may as well do the work as anybody; and I did the work under that. I
asked Mr. Kimball if he had a carpenter, and he said he had not, but would
send his up. The next morning, I went around with him, to show him
where he wanted to start. I was surprised, on his return, to find that he
had got enough of it. I likewise saw Mr. Kimball, and asked him if he had
any preference, and he said he had not. I asked him if there was any ob-
jection to that gentleman that had worked around the State House here,—
Mr. Simmons,—and he went to work.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What do you mean by saying that Mr. Kimball’s
carpenter got enough of it?

A. I say, I suppose so. He declined to take it, and did not come there
again. I want to show that these things were done honorably and aboveboard,
as far as Mr. Kimball was concerned. He was consulted as much as he
could be. If he was away down to the beach, certainly I could not find
him.

Q. Did you have any talk with the carpenter sent by Mr. Kimball ?

A. Nothing more than to say that the work should be done at the regular
price.

Q. Do you know who that man was ?

A. Mr. Simmons.
Q. The man who did his work at the Museum?
A. No, that is Mr. Hanson. He saw the difference between crawling up

around this roof and going around on the first floor.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How soon did the painter commence that work ?

A. He commenced within a day or two after we commenced. He got
into some small rooms, and the men commenced working. It was a very
short time Before he got a full force of men on, and kept them on.

, Q. Did you suppose thirty men to be here painting all the time ?

A. No, sir, but I knew there was a lot of them ; I should say, certainly,
there were twenty-five or thirty men around.

Q. (By Mr. Vbrry.) Your bill is for mason-work and whitening ?

A. Everything complete, from the cupola to the basement, including the
staging.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Well, if I understand it, there was no charge made
for the staging, except $3OO ?

A. And the teaming both ways, which certainly amounted to something.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) How many men did you have here ?

A. Do you mean of my own, or all told ?

Q. Of your own ?

A. From nine to twelve.
Q. How many did Mitchell have ?

A. They varied some; sometimes more and sometimes less; eight or ton.
Q. And Baxter ?

A. Three or four.
Q. Then twenty-three or twenty-four men was all there was of them?

A. Yes, sir.
Q- (By the Chairman.) Did you charge your full time ?

A. My own? No, sir.



Apr.APPENDIX.46

Q. How much did you charge for yourself ?

A. Five dollars for masons, and $2.50 for tenders.
Q. For yourself ?

A. I did not put any time in. All I got was the profit on the men.
Q. You charged nothing for your services as commissioner?
A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Verity.) Vou got a dollar each for your own men?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And a quarter on Mr. Mitchell’s ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You claim it ?

A. Ido not know that I shall.
Q. Well, whether you claim it or not, you are entitled to a quarter out of

his dollar ?

A. YT es, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Traix.) Did Mr. Flood do any work for you in your own

house, while this work was going on in the State House ?

A. He did, sir.
Q. Was that done by way of consideration for favors done him here ?

A. Not a dollar. Three years ago, this summer, at the Pemberton Square
building, there was quite a competition for the painting, as there was this
year, and the feeling was very intense for some gentleman at the SouthEnd.
I then voted for Mr. Bannister’s man, and it threw the job from Mr. Flood.
Ou this occasion, my vote would have given the whole, and I could have
settled the job.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How many tenders did you say that each man
had here, generally ?

A. The committee will understand that it takes two men to do a man’s
work. YT ou cannot get a plasterer or mason to work alone.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Do you say it requires one tender to each mason ?

A. On the average, if you have men going around an old building, you
must have a tender to each mason.

Q. Well, would not one tender supply two ?

A. That would be according to where he was, and what he was doing;
but we calculate, when we are figuring ou a job, for a tender for a mason.
If yon have a job to do, and it is only to set a thimble, you have got to have
a man to go with the mason, or else he won’t do it.

Q. In some cases yon have three masons to one tender ?

A. Yes, sir. Then some of the tenders we keep washing the ceilings.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Is the plumber.preseut ?

A. I should not kuow him if I saw him. I gave orders to Mr. Simmons
for the plumbing.

Mr. Paul. I wanted to ask some questions about these wash-bowls that
Mr. Kimball does not kuow anything about.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) How many wash-bowls did you put in 1
A, Four, I thiuk. They were all new. "Then there was one reservoir to

two water-closets, and that worked badly. In certain times they did not get
water enough. Mr. Simmons authorized some two or three more put in, so
that there might be a reservoir to each water-closet, and it works a great
deal better.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I believe I understood yon to say that there
were ten or twelve plasterers here, and I find a great deal of the time there
was only an average of six or seven. Can you make it any difiereut ?
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A. Well, there are some plasterers on this other bill.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Then I find one mason one day and one tender?
A. Well, it might be, that these tenders were washing the ceiling, or

doing some work that a mason would do. All the ceilings have to be washed
before they are whitened.

Q. I should think that wouldbe pretty nice work for them to do ?

A. Well, you take a good mason’s tender and he can do it as well as a
plasterer. They do a great deal of the work done here in Boston.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) What portion of your bill, can you tell the Commit-
tee, is for work that was not contemplated at the time of the passage of the
Resolve ?

A. Ido not know that I could say anything about it without looking it
over.

Q. Can you before the investigation is over ?

A. I will try to. It was for carrying lumber up into the different rooms,
and for some things we found in very bad condition; but when I found these
things, it was either with Dr. Loring or Mr. Kimball. I would not do it my-
self. The vote of the committee was that I should take charge of the build-
ing, but I objected to that. I knew it was an elephant, and wanted some-
body to take part of it with me.

Q. Well, I understand you that all the extra you put in was after conversa-
tion with Dr. Loring or Mr. Kimball, or both. So far as the bowls are con-
cerned, Mr. Kimball was at the beach. Nothing else was done without his
acquiescence ?

A. Exactly.
Q. He spoke about some painting.
A. That painting was talked over. It was some found to be necessary

around the edges, and in the water-closets in the basements. When I went
down to see the condition of things, I gave the order myself to have them
painted. If we were going through the building, it certainly could not cost
a great deal more. To leave that out would be to spoil the whole.

Q, You cannot tell what proportion of your bill is for extra work 1
A. No, sir. I whitened the basement and the cupola, and laid the floor

down in the corner room.
Q. Now, you say, as to receiving any consideration from Mr. Flood, you

have never received a cent from him in any form ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Whatever work he has done you have paid him for ?

A. Yes, sir. The house is not finished yet; the blinds are not on.
Mr. Train. I know of nothing more.

Statement of Charles P. Stickney.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Will you go on in your own way and state all you
know in relation to these affairs ?

A. Well, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I haven’t had a great deal to do
in regard to the commission. I was present soon after the organization of
the commission, in July,and attended several of its meetings. But after the
sub-committee was appointed I had not much to do witli the work. Ido
not know that I can add anything to what was said yesterday by the gen-tlemen who appeared before your Committee.

Q. 1 understand that after the bills came in, Mr. Flood’s bill was referredto you for the purpose of verifying it ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Will you state what investigation you made ?

A. This bill was referred to me by the commission, and I called upon Mr.Flood. At one of the meetings,—l think the first,—l thiuk the proposition was
made to have whatever commission there was on the purchase of lead and
oil revert to the Commonwealth. I think I made the suggestion on the plan
similar to that in Fall River, in which city I reside. There, sir, we have
very large contracts, and we purchase oil from the first hands, and employ a
foreman to do the work ; and that was the understanding, as I understood
the committee. I think you will find a vote that all commissions should
revert to the Commonwealth. Upon calling upon Mr. Flood with this bill, Istated it to him. He said he was not aware of any such thing ; no one had
ever mentioned any such thing in regard to it. That he had gone forward
upon the work precisely on tire same basis he would have doue if for any
other party. I then stated to him that as regards the labor—the charge for
labor—l could not tell anything about, as I had learned that no one kept an
account of the days worked. No one about the State House had kept it.
It was only kept by Mr. Flood himself. I then spoke to him in regard to the
paints and oils, and he made a reduction, aud finally stated that every item
was charged precisely at cost, and submitted to me the vouchers. But the
reduction on the leads was not to any great extent, because he said he had
purchased them in very large quantities. The glass I went through with
quite thoroughly, aud he took off about thirty per cent, of whathis charge had
been,—that is, the original bill,—aud the amount taken off in this analysis
was drawn off by Mr. Kimball, which, perhaps, you have examined, and
shows precisely the amount taken off.

Q, Now', you say that with regard to the numbers of days worked you
could get no information ?

A. I could not, except from Mr. Flood himself.
Q. What information did you get from him ?

A. I took his bill, sir.
Q. How do you arrive at §2,325.75, if that was taken from the bill as he

presented it ? Did he present you any time-book ?

A. No, sir ; nothing at all.
Q. Did you try to get anything beyond his statement as to the number of

days f
A. 1 did not, sir.
Q. Now, then, iu relation to the stock. You mean to say that you

reduced that by how much f
A. Well, sir, you will see that by the bill as it is carried out.
Mr. Train. Well, you reduced the bill §602.75 ?

Q. (By the Chairman.) After your examination of Mr. Flood’s bill,
were you satisfied that it was right, correct, and ought to be paid ?

A. I thiuk I voted that the bill should be paid, sir.
Q. Was it based, iu your opinion, upon the estimate used f
A. So far as X was able to say, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did you ask Mr. Flood if he kept any time-book f
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he say he did ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ask him if he had his time-book T
A. I think I did.
Q. Do you think, if he had done a job on one of your factories, amounting

to 2,300 days, that you would want to know where he got it ?
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A. I should, sir.
Q. You would press Mm pretty hard for it, would you not 1
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) In doing a job of this magnitude, is it usual to

charge thirty per cent, advance ?

A. I understand that Sir. Flood charged ten per cent, advance on the
glass.

Q. I mean on his help ?

A. His help is charged at $4.50 per day.
Q. So there is about a dollar’s profit on that help ?

A. Yes, sir. My remarks concerning thirty per cent, applied only to
glass.

Q. Would you consider thirty per cent, a reasonable charge on help ?

A. On a job like this I should, sir; on a small job it might be different.
Q. (By Mr. Veeey.) Do you employ men by the day in doing your con-tracts ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the usual charge for profit ?

A. Well, sir, I will state that in some corporations in wMch I am inter-ested,—have an interest in the painting business,—we purchase the leadand employ a foreman, and pay him from $5 to $8 for superintending thewort. There is no commission to it at all in any way, shape or manner.Q. Well, the foreman hires his own help i
A. The foreman hires his help, and the time is kept by the corporation.Q. Well, I don’t know whether you have had experience in this or not.ere are men that do just the same kind of work Mr. Flood does, who takea contract, furnish help, and charge a profit on the help. They pay a cer-tain price to them, and charge a certain price for them. Do you knowwhether there is any custom or rule in regard to the extra charge ?
A. Twenty-five cents a day per man, I think.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) If this had been your own private bill, ora billagainst your corporation, would you have approved it ?

A. Well, sir, m reply to that, I found that in my estimation the sub-com-m.ttee were somewhat at fault in regard to not superintending this wholematter. So far as lam myself concerned, I desire to assume all the respon-sibility for the commission that is allowed me. I suppose that so large ajob there would be some talk about.
Q. Would you have approved it, or voted for it, under the circumstances,u n bad been on your own private building ?

A. Perhaps, sir, I would have investigated it more thoroughly.
„

,( y Mr' Peiece -) In your corporation you have a time-keeper, doyou? 1 ’

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, he took off thirty per cent, on glass ?

that M™rf T!,BUggeBted
, in rc 'Kar<l t 0 that matter- that he supposedIted tor r? 0

,
?at there WaS U ° allowed. He frankly
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13(1 cllark'ed ten l )er ce "t. I then took the bills andcompared them with some price-lists I had obtained; Ihe char.* provedrather exorbitant and that was the way it was brought down.
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ther the glass, which was charged, was actually used ?A. No, sir. J
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Q. Something was said here yesterday hy Mr. Kimball about the average
price per plate for the glass used. You made no inquiry to see whether it
was really so ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) About this matter of charge for profit or help:

at your mill you say you have a time-keeper who hires men in the interest
of the corporation ; you hire a foreman, and the time-keeper pays the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And your contractor has a certain price per head ? Now, where there

is no contract, do yon think 25 cents would he a fair profit ?

A. I thinkit would, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about the custom of the mechanics of Boston

in the matter of such charges ?

A. Ido not.
Q, 1 suppose you did go into this matter and sift it very fully ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You feel satisfied, ordinarily, that Mr. Flood was not aware of the vote

of the committee in regard to the ten per cent, reduction ? There was no
evidence to show that he was aware of it; nothing special or direct ?

A. No, sir.
Q. He admitted that he had charged it; and when the committee called

his attention to it, he strnck it out ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. About this matter of glass: Mr. Flood introduced some evidence to

show that certain plates had been broken, so that really, after taking off the
thirty per cent., it was supposed he had no profit on the glass ?

A. Nothing at all, sir.
Q. The hill for stock, I believe, you are satisfied, is very nearly correct 1
A. Well,I can onlysay this, that there was quite a difference in the charge

for lead and oils. Upon inquiring of Mr. Flood, he stated to me that he had
rendered his bill precisely at cost, and gave me a few vouchers to that effect.
I think Mr. Clark’s bill was the lowest per pound for lead and oil; but Mr.
Flood contended that the quality of oil used was the very best.

Q. You found, I suppose, that Mr, Flood’s prices correspond with the
price-list ?

A. As far as I was able to get them from him. He would not give the
vouchers for the lead.

Q. Do you know anything at all about the difference in the material used
outside and in ?

A. I don’t, sir. Mr. Flood told me he purchased the very best quality,
and I know nearly what that was. I know what the price was in the month
of July and in August for lead and oil. Ido not know what the Boston
prices are. I know more particularly what they are in New York.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you buy the best ?

A. I intend to.
Q. Can you refresh your memory, and tell me what price Mr. Flood

charged for lead 1
A. X presume I could tell something about it.
Q. Will you please look at the bill ?

A. Yes, sir. The average price charged here is 11| cents for lead.
Q. Will you tell me the price he charged for raw oil ?

A. One dollar per gallon. I think, sir, it now appears upon the amended
bill at 92 Cents. That was one of the reductions made. I would state, sir,
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ifit is of any use, that the price of Brooklyn lead was 11-J cents per hundred
in New York, and that is considered very first-class quality lead, delivered
in Fall River. I don’t know what the prices are in Boston.

Q. Is Brooklyn lead any better than Boston lead ?

A. Well, I don’t know ; I think very well of the Brooklyn lead, sir.
Q. I was only asking you your opinion based on your experience.
A. We have had the impression it was better than Boston lead.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) What was done in the commission so far as you

know, Mr. Stickney, concerning the employment of Mr. Wiley to perform
any of the repairs to be executed under the commission ?

A. I suppose that the action of the commission is in that record, sir, of
his employment.

Q. Well, some of their action is here, and some is not. There is no vote.
A. I can’t say positively about that.
Q. Do youknow anything in regard to his employment ?

A. I think it was generally understood that he was to be the superintend-
ent, and do the work.

Q. (By the Chairman.) That was assented to ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Was it discussed, the propriety of employing one of

the commission ?

A. I think not, sir.
Q. Well, how was it assented to ?

A. Well, lam not positive. It may have been. I was not present at all
the meetings at which this matter was talked about. I was present at the
first, and perhaps at the second, meeting.

Q. Well, I find that there was a vote, so far as painting was concerned,
that Mr. Clark should do the outside and Mr. Flood the inside. Now there
is a very large bill for work done by Mr. Wiley, on which no vote appears,
and I want to understand by what authority he executed that work 1

A. I think, sir, by the general assent of the committee. I cannot say in
regal’d to the vote. lam not positive.

Q. You do not remember any discussion in the commission as to the pro-
priety of employing one of the members ?

A. No, sir, I did not.
Mr. Train. I propose now to let Mr. Flood go on and establish his claim

as he would before any auditor or other tribunal.
Mr. Collins. I would say that Mr. Flood’s foreman would be here, but we

thought the time might be taken up by the commissioners, and Mr. Flood
has had to go away.

Mr. Verry. It was suggested yesterday that the commissioners would
not occupy much more time. They have occupied much more than was
expected.

Mr. Doherty. Mr. Flood is not able to be here to-day, but will be able to
come in to-morrow morning.

Mr. Churchill. Mr. Chairman, I move you that the statements of those
presenting claims, and of witnesses called here for examination of these
claims, be taken under oath,

[The motion was seconded and carried.]

Charles W. Baxter —Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Mr. Baxter, what is your Christian name?
A. Charles W.
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Q. Were you employed by Mr. Wiley upon the State House last year ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are these the bills that were rendered by you to Mr. Wiley for your

services? [Showing witness two bills.]
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are they just and true ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Show exactly the number of days’ work that were performed by you

upon the State House 1
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the prices allowed to you for your work ?

A. Yes, sir. That was the understanding I had with Mr. Wiley—those

prices charged there.
Q. What amount did you allow him for the work?
A. Didn’t allow him anything.
Q. Wasn’t there any agreement that you should allow him something?
A. No, sir.
Q. Didn’t you expect to allow him his 25 cents a man f
A. No, sir ; I did not.
Q. Did you keep a time-book ?

A. My man did who worked here and had charge of the men.
Q. What’s his name ?

A. Brown.
Q. What’s his Christian name ?

A. William F.
Mr. Train. Mr. Wiley, are there any questions that you would have put

to Mr. Baxter ?

Mr. Wiley. I would like to ask him the condition of the State House.
Mr. Train. Examine him, if you please.
Q. (By Mr. Wiley.) I would like to ask what condition the House was

in, to your knowledge ?

A. The walls and ceilings were in very bad condition; I went round
most of the House with Major Morissey in the spring, and helped him make

up these items of what it would cost to do the -walls and the ceilings.

Q. How did you find them ?

A. I found some of them in very much worse condition than I thought
they were in at the time ; there were some walls that could have been done

very much cheaper if we hadn’t taken the plastering all off and had them
replastered.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What did you pay your plasterers per day I

A. Four dollars.
Q. What did you pay your tenders ?

A. Two dollars twenty-five cents ; that was the agreement I made with
Mr. Wiley before I commenced, that I should charge for my masons §5 and

tenders §2.75.
Q. (By Mr. TERRY.) Did you say you agreed with Mr. Wiley that you

should charge §5 a day for masons and §2.75 for tenders ?

A. Yes, sir ; but there was no written agreement.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You had an advance of |1 on your plasterers?
A.' Yes, sir ; that is my usual price ; I wanted §3 for my tenders, and I

usually charged that outside, but Mr. Wiley said it would be considerable of
a job, and that was the price agreed on.

Q. Is that what you charge your private customers, |3 a day ?
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A. Yes, sir; |5 and $3.
Q. (By Mr. Vekry.) Have you got your time-book here ?

A. No, sir- .

Q. Where is it ?

A. I don’t know where it is now.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Were you here yourself, Mr. Baxter ?

A. Yes, sir; I was here every day.
Q. Charged your own time ?

A. Well, part of the time I did, when I was here any length of time;
when I was here half a day.

Q. Did your foreman here keep the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he have a book tokeep it on ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. . That book is in existence, isn’t it ?

A. I presume it is; I never made much account of it, because I pay my
men every Saturday night.

Q. (By Mr. Verey.) You don’t get your pay every Saturday night, do
you?

A. No, sir.
Q. You want something to show who did the work ?

A. What, sir 1
Q. You want something to show the labor you do on a job, don’t you ?

A. Yes, sir. I keep an account of it, but the time-book which is kept by
a man, I don’t care anything about.

Q. Well, somebody else might care for it; the man you worked for might
care for it ?

A. Well, I don’t know but wr hat he would.
Q. Why should you not preserve it ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Well, for aught you know, it is preserved ?

A. Well, the man may have it.
Q. Who is the man ?

A. William F. Brown.
Q. Where does he live ?

A. He lives in Quincy.
Q. Did he work for you all the time your work continued on the State

House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did you pay him per day ?

A. Four dollars.
Q. You say you charged for half a day when you were here ; did youcharge for half a day or a whole one ?

A. For half a day.
Q. Did you charge for a half day yourself?
A. Yes, sir, X did.
Q. Won’t you come round here and show on this bill where, you chargedfor half a day ? You charged September 9, three days, and every day from

September 9 down to October 24, you charged three days for mason 1A. Some of these days I had some of these men oft’ on other work.Q. Well, where is your half day ; you wouldn’t charge throe days if youdidn’t work but halfa day ?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Well, where is your charge for'a half day’s work; how did you accountfor it; you say you did charge'for some half days’ work for yourself?
A. It was charged in with the men’s time.
Q- But you have charged for three full days each day from September 9

down to October 24 ?

A. It may be a man was off half a day while I was here.
Q. Well, suppose he was, did you fill his place ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did ever any such occurrence take place ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who was the man who went off ?

A. I don’t know now ; I had three men on most of the time.
Q. Won’t you give me the names of the three men you had here ?

A. I don’t know that I can.
Q. Well, do it as well as you can ?

A. Brown was here.
Q. What is Brown’s name ?

A. W. F. Brown.
Q. He was your foreman ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was he here every day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, who else ?

A. Hobbs.
Q. What is Hobbs’ name ?

A. George Hobbs.
Q. Where does he live ?

A. He lives in New Hampshire now.
Q. Who else ?

A. W. S. Wilbur.
Q. Where does he live?

A. I don’t know where he lives now ; he left me in November.
Q. Who else, if anybody ?

A. Martin Glimm.
Q. Where is Martin ?

A. He lives in Boston.
Q. He worked here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Anybody else ?

A. Michael Redding.
Q. Where is he ?

A. I don’t know where he is.
Q. Is he a mason ?

A. No, he was a tender.
Q. These other men were masons ?

A. Glimm was a tender.
Q. Glimm a tender and Redding a tender ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And who else ?

A. That was all, sir.
Q. Y'ou had two tenders and three masons ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Now, what other help did you employ between September 9 and Oc-
tober 94, besides these three masons and two tenders ?

A. What, here ?

Q. Anywhere.
A. Sometimes I had quite a number; sometimes four or five others.
Q. Well, who did you employ during these two months, September and

October, 1874 ?

A. I had a man by the name of Locke.
Q. What is his name ?

A. Albert Locke.
Q. Where is he ?

A. I don’t know where he is.
Q. You say he worked for you in September and October ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say all these men worked for you in September and October ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who else ?

A. Fred Mason.
Q. But Locke didn’t work on the State House ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Fred Mason—where is he ?

A. I don’t know where he is.
Q. Well, anybody else ?

A. A man by the name of Roberts.
Q. What is his name ?

A. I don’t know what his first name is.
Q. Is he a mason ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Anybody else ?

A. Yes, sir; I had several.
Q- Well, one at a time; it will last the longer. What other man hadyou, a mason, between these months ?

A. Those are all ?

Q. Those are all the masons ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you say that Locke and Mason and Roberts, neither of those menworked on the State House ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Now, what other jobs had you in September and October, besides thework on the State House?
A. I could not name them all.
Q. Won’t your books tell you ?

A. Because I did a good deal of whitening around.
Q. Won’t your books show what work you did ?

A. Yes, I think they will.
Q. Will you produce them ?

A. Yes, if you wish me to.
Q. When ? I don’t care whether you do it or not; it is a question whether
. J?6 yoar pay or not i jt 18 no * any consequence to this Committeewhether you do or do not; the question is, whether you have doue this work
A. I don’t hold the State for this work. I hold Mr. Wiley.Q. That is of no consequence to this Committee.
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A. Mr. Wiley is the man I look ,to for my pay.
Q. Well, will you produce your books here, and show this account?
A. I will, if the Committee wish it.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you any objections to producing your

books ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Will you have them here to-morrow morning ?

A. I will try to.
Q. Nothing to prevent, is there ?

A. I don’t know of anything now.
Q. Can you tell how much you have charged here for your own work ?

A. No sir, I could net.
Q. (By the Chairman.) How many men have you in your employ now?
A. I have not got hut a few.
Q. How many ?

A. Pour.
Q. Any of them, which were at work for you last year with you now ?

A. Yes, sir; I have got two.
Q. Which of those named there ?

A. .Redding and Glimm.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) They were both tenders ? ■
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Got either of the masons that were at work for you last year ?

A. Brown was at work this week; he has been at work for me off and on
this winter.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Does Mr. Redding work for you now!
A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Churchill. He said he didn’t know where Redding lived!
Mr. Peirce. He said Glimm was in Boston, and Redding he didn’t know

where he lived.
Mr. Terry. That is what he said.
Mr. Baxter. I didn’t mean to say that; if I did, it was a mistake; Dennis

Redding works for me now.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) What did you mean when you said Michael Red-

ding worked for you on the State House ?

A. X meant to say Deunis Redding.
Q. You didn’t give his name as one of the men who worked for you last

year ?

A. I must have forgotten it. Michael Redding worked here on the State
House, and Dennis Redding is at work for me now ; he didn’t work on the
State House.

Q. Will your books show how much you have charged here for your own
work ?

A. No, sir, they will not. It is charged against Mr. Wiley on my books
exactly as it is there in the hill.

Q. How much money have you got there ; how much has been paid ?

A. I cannot tell.
Q. Cannot you tell about how much you claim to be your due on these

accounts ?

A. No, I have forgotten.
Q. Just about how much, within |3OO, $4OO or |soo—more or less ?

A. I should think it was between $4OO and $5OO.
Mr. Terry. I move that Mr. Baxter he requested to produce his books
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to-morrow morning relating to liis business during the last six months of
last year. [Agreed to.]

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What did you charge for your services per day ?

A. I charged the same.
Q. The same as for the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) In your arrangement with Mr. Wiley, when you made

a price per day, was anything said about your allowing Mr. Wiley a certain
percentage ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You had no arrangement of that kind?
A. No, sir.
Q. You don’t expect to allow any ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) How do you charge your work on Saturdays,

when you take it from your man—do you take it home and charge it your-
self? If he gives you ten days on the State House, do you remember it, or
do you put it down?

A. I charge it when I get home. •

Q. On a book, or remember it 1
A. He has a little memorandum book which he gives me.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) What kind of a book is your book, a bound book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you have more than one book; do youkeep a journal and a ledger ?

A. No, only one book.
Q. Where you keep an account of the daily record of the business

transactions ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How large a book is it ?

A. Something about that size [pointing to one of the bills].
Q. Yes, an ordinary account book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Do you furnish your foreman with his time-hook ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Don’t you demand it of him when he gets throughwith you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You allow him to carry it off ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) You take the time off his memorandum book and

put it on yours and take it home and charge it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Have you not an office where you do your business?
A. Yes, sir; such as masons and whiteners have; it is not carpeted or

anything of that kind.
Q. Your foreman comes there and gives you the time ?

A. I generally go round to the work where he is.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Does Mr. Martin Glimm work for you now?
A. He is not at work now, because he has been sick.
Q. Well, does he work for you ?

A. He has not worked for anybody else since lie has been sick.
Q. Do you know where he can he found ?

A. I think I can find him.
Q. Do you know where he can bo found ?

8
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A. Well, no, I don’t; ho lives down the South Cove way.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Can you ascertain where he lives ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. And be able to tell us to-morrow morning ?

A. Yes, sir; 1 think I could if I could strike certain parties this afternoon,
Q. (By Mr. A’erry.) You can find out and let us know how much is due

you to-morrow ?

A. Yes, sir.
George Mitchell—Sworn.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Where do you reside, Mr. Mitchell?
A. Charlestown, sir.
Q. And you are a plain and ornamental plasterer, whitener, etc. ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you employed hy Mr. Wiley last year upon the State House?
A. Yres, sir.
Q. Are these your hills for the work ?

A. Yes, sir, these are my hills.
Q. Is there anything due to you from Mr. Wiley?
A. No, sir.
Q. All paid ?

A. All paid, sir.
Q. I notice that you charge Mr. Wiley $5 a day for plasterers, and $2.75

for tenders ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you allow him any commission upon the labor ?

A. I allowed him twenty-five cents a day a man.
Q. On all the men, plasterers and tenders ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who kept the time of your men ?

A I did, sir.
Q. Were you with them all the time ?

A. All the time, sir.
Q. And preserved your time-book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you show it to Mr. Wiley when you made your settlement with

him, or did he take your word for it ?

A. He took my bills for it.
Q. He took yourbills as they stood ?

A. Yr es, sir; and I think I brought my book down so that he could go
over it.

Mr. Train. Mr. Wiley, do you want to put any questions to Mr. Mitchell?
Mr. AViley. No, sir ; I wanted to ask him the condition of the house as

he found it; he was here all the time, and had charge of the whole thing?
Mr. Mitchell. I found the condition of the house very bad, sir, very

bad ; I could hardly expect it was so bad in the State House as I found it.
Q. (By Air. McNutt.) AA'hat do you mean by bad—dirty?

A. The plastering was broken aud cracked all over, and the cornices and
everything all over the House was cracked, and in a great many places the
plastering was loose aud had to be taken off and replaced. AAr ell, there are

several places around the house that I could point out, which are covered
up now, which have been all replastered new. Likewise the House of Rep-
resentatives : when we got up there we found it in very bad condition; we
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found most of the ornaments very loose, and had to take them off, a great
many of them, and replace them.

Q. (By Mr. Wiley.) How did you find the governor and council
chamber ?

A. That was in very had order, and we had to strip the plastering and
ornaments off, and recast most of the ornaments and stick them on again ; in
fact, there was no room that I went into in the house hut what was in had
order, twill not except one room ; they were all in had order. Come down
to those offices, and youwill find them all cracked, cornices all cracked, here,
there and everywhere, every which way, across and lengthwise ; this room,
for instance, the walls were all split up and down, the ceiling was all cracked;

we had to fasten in a great many of those ornaments around that coping
there, which were loose—in fact, the house, as I said before, was in as had
repair as I ever saw a house in my life; it was dirty and cracked.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What did you pay your tenders a day ?

A. $2.50.
Q. Allowed Mr. Wiley 25 cents on them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Didn’t make much on them, then ?

A. I made a little on the plasterers. Mr. Wiley’s work and mine was dif-
ferent between that and the outside work. I generally charge $3 on small
jobbing.

Q. (By the Chairman.) The price of the plasterers is usually" $5 ?

A. Y’es, sir.
Q. And $3 for your tenders ?

A. Yes, sir, $3 generally; on small jobbing I always charge $3; if a man
had a big job for me, I would probably not charge so much.

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Mr. Mitchell, how many" men did ymu have em-
ployed here ?

A. I had all the way" from 3to 10; 9or 10, something like that.
Q. Have you got an account of them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Got it here ?

A. The account is on that bill.
Q. I mean have you got a time-book?

A. Have I got one I
Q. Yes, sir.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which will show the work which was done and charged ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you produce it ?

A. I can produce it to-morrow.
Mr. Verry. I wish yo.u would.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You will produce it to-morrow, Mr. Mitchell?
A. Yes, sir; I can bring it over to-morrow, if necessary. I stayed here

every day myself; I was the first man and the last man in the house, and
stayed here every day. I worked myself every day, and when I commenced
on this work here I put on my overalls and worked the same as everybodyelse, hut when I got my men scattered through the house it took my atten-
tion so that I could not work so constantly, but I worked every chance I
could get; I worked pretty steadily upon the House of Representatives’ceiling.
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Cross-Examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q, I understand you were here all the time yourself ?

A. Yes, I was here all the time myself.
Q. And the men you saw at work, were they working with comparative

faithfulness 1
A. Yr es, they were working very well indeed; I could not see that there

was much fault to find.
Q. The other workmen besides your own ?

A. Yes, sir ; I didn’t pay much attention to anybody’s hut my own, hut
as far as I could see, they seemed to go on very comfortably; they didn’t
seem to be rushing very hard, but they seemed to keep going ; I have seen
men working here as well I have seen men working anywhere.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you see all the men working here as well
as you have seen them working everywhere ?

A. Well, I could not say that; you will find in all gangs that some of the
men will shirk a little, hut in reality I think they all did a fair day’s work.

Q. (By the Chairman.) How many hours a day ?

A. Ten.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You didn’t pay any particular attention to

anybody else’s gang ?

A. No, sir; I would pass along and see them at work. There was a great
number of men here at that time, hardly a corner you could come to but
you would see some men at work.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Do I understand that for your brushers, you
don’t charge anything for them ?

A. No, sir, I don’t; there are a deal of brushers there besides that. I
have no charge for anything at all on those bills hut for days’ labor.

Q. Who furnished the brushers ?

A. Mr. Wiley.
Mr. Wiley. I furnished all the stock and the brushers.
M. Peirce. That is an extra charge, as I understand it ?

Mr. Wiley. Yr es, sir.
Mr. Train. Mr. Wiley, have you the time of the men you employed ?

Mr. Wiley. Yes, sir.
Mr. Train. Will you show it to the Committee to-morrow morning, if

you please ?

Mr. Wiley. Yes, sir.
Mr. Paul. I move that Mr. John Morissey, the former sergeant-at-arms

of the State House, be summoned. [Agreed to.]
[Adjourned till 10 a. m., Wednesday, the 7th of April.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Wednesday, April 7, 1875.

Testimony of Major John Morissey.

Mr. Morissey was called by Mr. Train, and the oath was administered
hy Senator Terry.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Major, you were the sergeant-at-arms of the
legislature in 1871?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. And did you procure estimates for the repairs necessary upon the
State House for the use of the committee on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir, I did, in two senses; I usually—if you will allow me to
answer you at—

Q. Go on; any way.
A. Under the law which requires the committee on the State House

to examine and report whatever repairs they may think necessary, I
usually had been in the habit of making an examination and submitting
to the committee an estimate of the cost. I did it before the legislature
came together; and as I think this is an exact copy of it, I wish to say,
incidentally, that I had no copies in my possession; I have taken this
after coming here; I knew that the clerk who made the writings would
naturally have a copy. I was rather in haste, and I didn’t have a chance
to copy. That was the first estimate, and I speak of it as the prelimi-
nary one.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) Before the legislature came together at all ?

A. No, sir; one that I prepared before. When the legislature came
together, I handed it to the committee, who were in the habit of going
round and seeing what would be necessary to be done—what was con-
sidered absolutely necessary.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Who made the examination which formed the
basis of this paper, which I will mark “Exhibit A ”P

A. Mr. Tolman, who was watchman here long before I came to the
State House; I generally authorized and requested him to look around to
see what was absolutely necessary to be done. After he had done so, I
then went with him; and generally I went with him where the matters
didn’t come under my eye, and examined them; and then we would get
estichates,—that is, we got estimates from different persons, those that we
had been in the habit of employing.

Q. Will you name the parties ?

A. If you will allow me, sir, to look at the paper. [Taking the paper.]

THIRD HEARING.
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I would say in general terms, sir, that the carpentering was done by Mr.
Simmons ; the painting on this by Mr. Flood. The estimate was not on
a written statement, but on inquiry made. If things were not considered
necessary they were not submitted to the committee, and I think I didn’t
make any account of them. The copper-work, that was done by Mr.
Parker—no, I don’t recollect. The mason-work by Mr. Baxter. Such a
thing as relaying the tiles we estimated ourselves on the basis of what
was done before. I mentioned those names as those whichwould be likely
to do it, but I cannot call to mind all the things that were specified,
otherwise than that the larger things went over from the previous year
and were not done because they were not deemed absolutely necessary.

Q. I will number this [paper], and ask you about those.
A. I wish to say here that my memory of these specifications is not

very vivid; it was made at the time as a general matter of routine, as an
ordinary part ot the work.

Q. This whole paper [Exhibit A] was prepared before the legislature
met, for the use of the committee on the State House ?

A. To be handed to them, to ask to do certain things.
Q. Now, item 1 was brought over from the estimate of the previous

year ?

A. That is my impression.
Q. Item 2: Repairing balustrade on roof, §l50 —was that in your

charge ?

A. I couldn’t say; if not, it was done by the carpenter. That is a
statement we didn’t ask for in 1874.

Q. Item 3: Removing private stairs to the governor’s room and
making closet—that never has been done ?

A Never did; merely enumerated it.
Q. Item 4: Repairing copper on the dome and roof; and No, sis for

gutters and conductors; do you know how those estimates were made ?

A. I think by Mr. Parker; he has done the roofing since I have been
here.

Q. No. 6 ; Tinning wood-work in area, $500; do you know from
whom you obtained that ?

Mr Paul, Same man, probably.
A. Mr. Parker done all that woi'k; I think it was him.
Q. (By Mr Train.) Item 7 : You say you estimated that from your

own experience ?

A. I think so ; I couldn’t tell.
Q, No 8 : Whitewashing inside of dome ?

A. That is by Captain Baxter
Q No. 9 : Making vestibule to outside doors in basement ?

A. It wasn’t done.
Q No 10 : Doors and sashes in post-offlce ?

A. That was not done ; I don’t think it was.
Q No, 11; Covering large main steam-pipes, |3oo— was that done ?

A That went in there, and was afterwards swallowed up by this.
Q We will come to that directly; I now want to get at these esti-

mates. No 12 : Boiler feeder, and connecting P
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A. Yes, sir, I suppose so.
Q. No. 13 may include, or the heating apparatus may be included in

the former ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. No. 14: Overhauling the cesspool in the yard.
A. I suppose we made the estimate upon that ourselves.
Q. No. 15: Relaying the floor in the sergeant-at-arms’ room, |2OO,—

that was done by Mr. Simmons?

A. Yes, sir. All the carpentering work was done by him ?

Q. This estimate of f 1,425 for repairs, you regarded as actually neces-
sary ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. After the legislature came together, and the committee were ap-

pointed, there was another series of estimates, as I understand it, sub-
mitted to the committee by you ?

A. Will you allow me to—
Q. I want to know in regard to this ?

A. Will you allow me to say a word in addition P
Q. Yes, sir.
A. After a very little experience, I learned that I never should make

any estimates, or report to committee on State House in regard to any-
thing that was not necessary,—absolutely necessary,—to be done; they
themselves being quite as well, or most of them being better able to
judge; but to call attention to such other things as would be desirable.
That is why I made just that much; not that other things ought not to
be done, but those that are absolutely necessary.

Mr. Train. I understand you I have been furnished with these
estimates which we are told came through you ?

Witness. I have no doubt of it.
Mr. Train. We will call these “Exhibit B.”
Witness. Will you be kind enough to let me look at that a moment ?

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Yes, sir. In the first place, I would like to
know how these estimates came to be made at all ?

A. Well, sir, I must only state my impression; I cannot state from
actual, positive say-so. My impression was, that the committee, in their
examination, saw the necessity—it might be I had met the committee, as
I have done sometimes—and made a general statement, or merely called
the attention,of the committee to it—that I cannot answer you certainly
how it might be. But I have been in the habit of calling the attention of
the committee, or pointing out special things—l can’t say under oath—l
couldn’t say on oath that I was directed by the committee to procure
them. But I think that afterwards I was directed by the committee to
procure estimates, which I have obtained from Mr. Rolfe, a copy ofwhich
I have in my hand.

Q. Is it the same thing as this P
A. I don’t know, sir; I only got your summons last night, and started

at 6A. m. to-day. I didn’t have an opportunity to hunt anything up, and
can give only general statements. I haven’t read this paper. You asked
me if I could give a statement ofwhat it was at the time.
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Q. Then, speaking from that paper, will you tell me if you furnished
those estimates ? [That will be Exhibit B.]

A. Well, sir, my impression is, I have no reason to doubt the correct-
ness of the statement that the painting estimates were furnished by Mr.
Flood.

Q. The painting all came from Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir; I don’t think there was—
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Inside and outside ?

A. Yes, sir. I don’t know as the committee understand this. This
wasn’t estimated on for the work, but done approximately.

Q. It was for the inside and outside ?

A. Yes, sir, I so understand it; I think it says so, “painting outside
and inside.” It is separated.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Do you call that “B ” ?

Mr. Train. Yes, sir.
Mr. Morissey. This was not an approximate estimate, but a half-way

guess from an intelligent man.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What was the estimate for the inside ?

A, It isn’t footed up here.
Mr. Doherty. No matter then; I thought it was footed up.
Q. (B37 Mr. McNutt.) The inside and outside are both together P
A. No, sir, they are in separate items.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) The total estimate for painting, in that paper, is

$22,837.76 ?

A. Yes, sir; and the gilding likewise. I don’t know as it stated the
color.

Q. Yes, sir, $22,837.75. Now, what is the total estimate for mason-
work there ?

A. The mason-work and whitening, and resetting the front steps and
platforms in front of the State House, and relaying sidewalks on Mt. Ver-
non Street, whitening Doric Hall and all rooms and entries; the estimates
were made up by flats; lam certain of that, by going there and saying,
what will it cost to do those rooms, and getting it that way,—whitening
rooms on second story, whitening all rooms and entries on third story,
whitening all rooms and entries above third story, all rooms and closets
in basement, the Senate Chamber, Representatives’ Hall, repairing,
plastering, whitewashing inside of dome, $10,875.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Who was that given by ?

A. Captain Charles W. Baxter. If I am not ready in regard to
answering, it is because the thing has passed measurably out ofmy mind.
It is so long since I have seen this; only seen it within half an hour.

Q (By Mr. Train.) That was made by Captain Baxter ?

A, I have no doubt of it. He was then doing the work here, and had
done it satisfactorily.

Q. Now, then, does that include all the estimates, or is there anything
there for extraordinary repairs ?

A. The carpenter-work now comes; I don’t know what they made of
extraordinary repairs, or whether that was originally in there.
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Q. I understand this was what the committee used in making up their
report to the legislature. It is a reduction from that.

A. The carpenter-work comes next. The windows, some of which
were new, were incorporated in this, I think. The carpenter-work seems
to include repairing the copper on dome and roofs; repairing gutters,
roofs and conductors; tinning wood-work in areas —much of which was
in the other; relaying tiles in Doric Hall and entries; relaying floor in
sergeant-at-arms’ office; doors and sashes for post-office; making vesti-
bules to outside doors in basement, —some of these things were not
done; removing private stairs leading to governor’s room; covering
large main steam-pipes, boiler-feeder and connection; connecting ex-
haust pipes for condensing steam; overhauling cesspool in west pas-
sage-way,—that all amounts to §4,575. It looks to me as though it
might be the same—

Q. It is the same thing, except that here [in Exhibit A] the footing is
§4,725. How much is that ?

A. §4,575.
Q. Those estimates were made by Mr. Simmons for the carpenter-

work P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. The estimate for this work for extraordinary repairs, do you know

who did that ?

A. What, sir ?

Q. The last item you read ?

A. Repairing copper on dome and roofs, gutters and conductors,
tinning woodwork in areas, etc.; Messrs. Bowker & Torrey undoubtedly
did that job, if it was done.

Q Bowker & Torrey ?

A. I presume so. I cannot call to mind. Boiler-feeder and connec-
tion,—I couldn’t say who did that—that amounts to §2OO ; overhauling
cesspool, exhaust-pipe for condensing steam—l can’t say; it is quite
likely the engineer himself, Mr, Dean, gave me those estimates, so far as
it concerned the steam-work. I always found him a man who knew
about it what I didn’t know about it.

Q. Well, the sum of these estimates on Exhibit Bis §38,287.75, is it ?

A. Yes, sir; that is what we made it up.
Q. Now, then, passing from that, do you know whether the committee

reduced the estimates which they subsequently reported to the legislature ?

A. No, sir, I couldn’t say; I couldn’t answer you. I attended some of
the meetings of the. committee—no doubt I did—and I answered such
questions, and gave such information, as I could; but I can’t say as to
that.

Q. Then I will put in this estimate, which I will call Exhibit C, the
estimate finally reported by the committee of last year, amounting to
§31,667.75, which shows that the committee reduced the estimates in
Exhibit C.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) What is the estimate for painting?
A. The estimate for painting was §22,837.75 ; the change is apparently

in the mason-work, from §lO,OOO or more.
9
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Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) To ft,005 ?

A. From $ 10,000 to $4,005.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Who was the committee of last year, do you

remember P
A. Senator 'Poland was chairman, and there—
Air. Wiley. Ido not remember all the names; have you a Manual ?

The Chairman. What was the original estimate?
Mr. Train. The original estimate was $38,287.75.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) With the mason-work added?
A. The mason-work, in that estimate, is $10,876.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) I understand that Captain Baxter was called

upon to make estimates for the masonry because he was the man usually
employed at the State House ?

A, Yes, sir; when we had anything to do.
Q. Why was Mr. Flood employed ?

A. For the same reason.
Q. Had he been the painter usually employed for temporary repairs ?

A. He had, for some time. We hadn’t had a great deal of painting
to do.

Q, Had you anything farther to do with these repairs than what you
have now stated, so far as the committee of last year were concerned ?

A. No, sir, until the time of the action of the legislature, I had per-
sonally nothing to do with it, except when some of the committee asked
information. My impression was that when it was referred to the
finance committee, I was consulted about the extraordinary repairs, and
that they all went into one Resolve. I think that the first Resolve that the
committee reported provided for it to be done by the commissioners on

the State House.
Q. You mean the committee on the State House ?

A. No, sir, I mean the commissioners,—the secretary and the treas-
urer.

Q. Do you call them the commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir, that is the title.
Q. That is my error.
A. I can’t tell exactly, but when it went to the finance committee

they made a report providing that the commissioners or the committee
should do it. I desire to say,—l don’t know that it is essential,—but the
secretary and treasurer themselves had both said, as we were talking
in conversation, that they hoped they wouldn’t have anything to do

with the work. And I here incidentally remarked to Mr. Kimball, who

was chairman of the finance committee,—and therefore I saw him in-

formally, as they hold their sessions in my office,—that it was a matter
which some practical man ought to have charge of; that the fact was, that
the secretary had his own duties to discharge, and the treasurer likewise,

and that really, whether competent or not, the sergeant-at-arms would
have to see to it, as in the case of Pemberton Square, when it was putin or-

der, The commissioners called Mr. Williams, and the treasurer and myself
called the architect, and we had a very rigid examination. The architect

but this is a collateral, to show the experience and feeling about it—the
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architect gave estimates, and assured them that it could be done, and they
passed a vote that it should not be done unless on the assurance of the
architect, and asked security that it should be done for what it was

estimated for. They assured them it could be done, and they voted not
to expend a dollar beyond the appropriation. Whenever the bills came
to me (having signed them myself) for cleaning, and had the approval
of the architect, I sent them to the secretary and also to the treasurer, with
a memorandum of how the appropriation stood. I cannot say exactly,
but when the appropriation was nearly out we cut oft' enough to sweep
up and clean up. That was the experience of those gentlemen, and they
did not want to have anything more to do with it. I don’t know that they
said anything.to the committee; but I know they said to me that they
hoped they would not have anything more to do with it. I know I hoped
so.

Q. After the adjournment of the legislature, had you anything to do
with the repairs of the State House?

A. No, sir; I did not understand that I had; I wasn’t here when they
commenced.

Q. Were there any duties devolving upon you to prepare the work ?

A. I didn’t so understand it; I read the testimony of Mr. Kimball, and
it would seem from that as though I had, I had no appropriation for
doing the work. The extraordinary repairs asked for I supposed would
have gone over; I supposed I only had enough to cover the ordinary
expenditures for ordinary repairs. I think I employed Mr. and I
did, I know I employed Mr. Tucker and Mr. Le Moyne, and afterwards
Mr. Tucker, who is here now, the present doorkeeper of the House. I
don’t know that I approved any bill of Mr. Tucker’s. Mr. Le Moyne had
a double capacity,—he attended on the committee to investigate the
county estimutes, and part of his time was given to this work ijf taking
up carpets. But my impression is, Mr. Tucker had the taking up of
most of the carpets, with such help as they had. If I had been about
this, I could have remembered specially when the work begun; but I
cannot say, because I was not here.

Q. Ho you know by your own observation how faithfully the men
kept to their work ?

A. No, sir. Will the Committee allow me to make a personal expla-
nation ?

Mr. Train. I suppose so.
Mr. Momssey. I don’t know— l can’t say—when the work was com-

menced. It isn’t particularly testimony, but it is explanatory. My own
health was not very good last year, and part of the time I was under the
charge of Dr. Alexander Jackson of Plymouth. For some two or three
months before the adjournment, it was impossible for me to sleep, and his
advice to me was, as soon as the legislature adjourned, to leave and go
away for a month at least. So I made the arrangement, and went away
for live weeks. I think I went about the first of August, and I had an
impression that they began about that time. I only mentioned this to
show that it was about that time. By a rigid rule there is a month’s va-
cation for everybody in the State House, and I took my first month’s
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vacation and stopped away as long as my duties allowed. I went, for the
first time in my life, to the small village of Jackson, and there remained
for almost one month without moving.

Q. Who took charge of the personal property, carpets, inkstands and
other personal property in the rooms in the State House after the com-
missioners began the repairs ?

A. Mr. Tucker, I think, had the supervision of it all; lam inclined to
think he had the care and removal of it. I see him here. I cannot
recollect whether I engaged him, but I think he had charge of all the
carpets ; I spoke to him, but I think I never paid him.

The Chairman. Did you engage him to perform your duties in your
absence ?

A. No, sir; it is the same as appointing him for a special work. I
appointed him because he was a man who knew what he was about, and
I had always trusted him; he always worked in the recess, but that
work I looked upon as being the commissioners’ work.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I see in the report of the testimony of Mr.
Wiley that “ the commissioners had been obliged to employ Mr. Tucker
in preparing the building, for Mr. Morissey had declined to have anything
to do with it.”

A I don’t thinkI declined ; I spoke to Mr. Tucker to go there: I spoke
to him, but I had no money to pay him ; I should have paid him it had
it been absolutely necessary; I am not absolutely clear upon that, but
that is my impression. It would have been no object for me to decline
it, as the State would have paid it.

Mr. Churchill. That is the statement of Mr. Wiley, and I referred
to it to know whether it was so or not.

Q. (By Senator Yerry.) When did you go away ?

A. The first of August or the last of July.
0 n j

Q. It seems by some of these bills that they commenced about the
26th of July. Had the work begun before you went away ?

A. I don’t know; I wouldn’t like to swear to it.
Q. Had anjf work been begun in the course of those repairs in

August, when you were here P
A. I couldn’t state. I have my doubts whether anything had been

done inside.
Q. Ton were about here in the month of August P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You would remember whether any work had been begun ?

A. I had an impression that there was, but I haven’t a positive recol-
lection about it.

Q. It is your impression that it had ?

A. Yes, sir, I think it had; but lam in doubt. I would have informed
myself and refreshed my memory before coming here, if I had known
what was wanted. It is one of those things that, if the test comes, I
wouldn’t be disposed to swear to it as a matter of fact.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I want the question answered that I asked.
I haven’t got a clear answer to it.

A. What, sir ?
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Q, In regard to whether you refused to have anything to do with this
matter of repairs on the State House—taking up carpets, cleaning, etc. ?

A. I never have seen that testimony, but I would have taken my
solemn oath I never did ; but having such confidence in what Mr. Wiley
says, I might have said so incidentally in conversation. But without
having heard of his testimony, I would take my solemn oath I never did.

Q. (By Mr. Wiley.) I would ask if I didn’t call into your office, and
you said you had no money, and couldn’t do it ?

A. We had some incidental conversation.
Q. You did; I was certainly surprised, as that was a matter coming

under your head. I called the attention of the sub-committee to it.
A. I never supposed I had anything to do with it, because I had no

money.
Q. You said you had no money, and so stated to me, and said the

commissioners would have to do the work.
A. I might have said I could not do the work, but did not decline or

refuse.
Q. You declined because you had no money P
A. Yr es, sir; I never declined to do anything I was ordered to do. I

made mistakes, no doubt,—my memory is bad,—but I wouldn’t dispute
the Senator’s word. I only declined on that condition.

Mr. Peirce. This question, just agitated, was a question asked Mr.
Wiley on the first day.

Mr. Train. Mr. Kimball says, on page 6of the printed report, in reply
to a question by Senator Yerry, whether “ it may be in with one of those
of Mr. Flood’s ” P “ No, sir, it was not. Mr. Tucker had a bill for per-
sonal services, and Mr. Morissey declined to do what he ought to have
done; the consequence was that everything available was carried off or
stolen.”

Senator Yerry. I remember it.
Mr. Train. Then Mr Wiley, yesterday, made allusion to the same

subject.
Q. (By Mr, Paul.) I wish to ask a question. Was not the State

House really under your charge P
A. Yes, sir, it was.
Q. Do you think that proper and due care was taken to put it in shape ?

Shouldn’t you have taken the responsibility, under the circumstances, of
having any one put it In proper shape for the commissioners to go to
work?

A. Yes, sir; just as fast as possible. I would have employed some
gentleman to do it as fast as it was required. I didn’t go on and clean
the carpets; the people got into the rooms; my impression is that Mr.
Tucker himself had the rooms ready when they were ready. I think he used
some of the men. My first knowledge was that he himself had proceeded
to work and had the rooms ready. I shouldn’t have refused to have done
it, whether I had money or not, if it was an absolute necessity. But I
looked upon it that the commissioners had that, and included it in a part
of the expense. I didn’t look upon it as anything that I neglected to
have done or ought to have done; but because it was done, as I sup-
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posed, by the same gentlemen who would have done it if I had employed
them, and the bills paid, by my approval, by the auditor.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How was it, then, that Mr, Tucker was
engaged to make this cleaning, and take care of the carpets in place
of yourself?

A. Because he did it personally. He took hold and did the work.
He took up the carpets.

Q. Wasn’t it by your orders P
A. 1 don’t know whether he took up the carpets before I. gave orders

to do so or not. I suppose he must have done so. I recollect speaking
to him and asking if he would like to take hold, and his saying yes. He
took hold personally, and not ornamentally as I should have done, per-
haps But he took hold of the work of taking up the carpets.

Q. (By Senator Yerry.) After you came back from your vacation,
were you here all the time ?

A. Pretty much ; substantially all the time. It was my duty to be.
Q. Did 3rou take any personal supervision of this work ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Nothing to do with it ?

A. Nothing?
Q. Did anybody ?

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Wiley was here every day I was here; he seemed
to be here every day. I saw Mr. Wiley here about every day I was here.

Q. Did he take charge of the mason-work ?

A. I suppose he had the general supervision. When the house was
painted, a great many years ago, we employed Mr. Sears, he being a
practical man; we only gave suggestions, and he gave personal attention
to it.

Q. You understood that Mr. Wiley gave his personal attention to the
work here ?

A. I understood he was to do it, and because I saw him here; there
couldn’t be a great deal that he couldn’t see He is a quick-moving man,
and seemed to be moving around very rapidly when I saw him. I would
like to say there wasn’t a time when I was here when he wasn’t to be
seen.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know where the carpets are now ?

A. No; suppose they are—
Q, Do you know where they were left P
A. I suppose they are stowed away below.
Q. One of the commissioners stated, or Mr. Wiley stated, that that

was to be done, and the work was in progress, and that it was not in-
cluded in his bill.

A. What was not included in it?
Q I think Mr. Wiley gave the intimation that that was not on his bill.
A. The polishing of the Senate chamber ?

Q. The polishing of the desks That is from Mr. Kimball’s testimony
on page 11.

A. Yes, sir; I saw that. I supposed it was part and parcel of the
general repairs of the State House. I so considered it. I cannot say
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anything specially about it. He polished all the desks and furniture, etc.,
in all the departments.

Q. If you declined to have anything to do with it, why should it be
put under the polishers ?

A. I always attended to it, but not meaning to do it; I always con-

sidered it my duty to have the rooms ready for the legislature.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Was that meant to be in your estimate ?

A. No, sir, because I wouldn’t have gone into it so elaborately as this,
because this thing is not done so elaborately as other things.

Q. (By the Chairman.) The polishing and rofinishing the furniture
was done at your suggestion ?

A. I couldn’t say; but I shouldn’t be surprised if it was; I can’t say
it was not.

Q. The repairs on the State House you didn’t consider came within
any part of your duty P

A. It was put into all that general thing, and I never supposed I had
any right, in such a case, to say anything about it.

Q. (By Mr. Wiley.) What do you consider the condition of the State
House in July, 1871, as compared with what it was at the first of this
year ?

A. If the committee will allow me, I will answer that question, in the
first place,—and then go back, with—with the statement, or, that is, since
I have been here. I never saw the State House in better condition than
it was on the first of January. For years both the committee on the State
House and the finance committee,—I think before Mr. Kimball went to
Europe,—put in a bill for painting,—l can’t tell who it was put in
by,—and it was reported against by the finance committee; and they
reported just such repairs like this small list that I gave. The work had
been going on so; the State House had been running down. When Gov-
ernor Bullock was here, he was very anxious that the steps should be
made decent, as decent as at a gentleman’s house, and that some other
things should be done. When Governor Claflin was here he was
anxious about that and some other things. When, two years ago,
the painting was refused, or at some other time, I did a little paint-
ing on the first balcony, and took off what was ragged and plas-
tered and painted a little over that—the bill was about f200; it
covered the first balcony, so that when the ej7es rested upon it they would
see it at first But it had grown black during the war and that was no
time; and then the high taxes came, and that was no time ; and I never
was in the habit of asking for anything morb than was absolutely neces-
sary; I believe I can answer the Senator’s remark as to the condition,
that everybody would say, regardless of anything, that they never saw
it looking so well and so creditable to the State.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) It was not painted since 1868, at the close of
Mr. Washburn’s contract?

A. No, sir; it hasn’t been painted since.
Q. I think it was in 1868 that the legislature, was incommoded by the

mechanics in the House ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. No painting since ?

A. Only a little touching up and washing was done in some places,
because on those very accounts. They wanted to get along with that,
and postpone it from year to year; and so it was postponed.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) In your estimate of painting, §22,837.75, for
painting inside and outside, there is nothing for glazing or polishing ?

A. I should suppose that that included all those things.
Q. Will you examine that estimate and see if there is anything ?

A. As I told you, I didn’t see it till fifteen minutes before I came in.
It is some time since 1874. I don’t see anything about glazing.

Q. Will you give the items ?

A, Painting outside ofState House, painting Doric Hall, and all rooms
and entries on the same floor,besides the statue-room; painting all rooms
and entries on second story, twelve rooms, four water-closets and wash-
rooms ; painting all rooms and entries on third story, twelve rooms, ex-
ecutive rooms and water-closets; painting all rooms and entries above
third story, twenty-two rooms; painting all rooms and entries in base-
ment, seventeen rooms, twelve water-closets; painting Senate Chamber;
painting Representatives’ Hall; painting Library; gilding large Dome.

Q. That is all ?

A. That is all.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Is that §22,857.75 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I was thinking that was the whole estimate.
Mr. Collins, The whole estimate was §38,287.75.

Papers Referred to in Mr. Morissey’s Testimony.
Exhibit A.

Repairs, 1874.
1. New window-frames and sashes in front of Council Cham-

ber, Senate Chamber, and lower story of main building,
12 windows, §2,100 00

2. Repairing balustrade on roof, 150 00
3. Removing private stairs to governor’s room, and making

closet in their place, 160 00
4. Repairing copper on dome and roof, 200 00
5. “ roofs, gutters and conductors, .... 200 00
6. Tinning wood-work in areas, 500 00
7. Relaying tiles in Doric Hall and entries, .... 150 00
8. Whitewashing inside of dome, 150 00
9. Making vestibules to outside doors in basement, . . 200 00

10. “ doors and sashes in post-office, .... 160 00
11. Covering large main steam-pipes, 800 00
12. Boiler-feeder, and connecting, 200 00
13. Connecting exhaust-pipes for condensing steam, . . 50 00
14. Overhauling cesspool in W. yard, 25 00
15. Relaying floor in office of sergeant-at-arms, . . . 200 00

§4,726 00
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Exhibit B.

1874. Estimates for Painting and Gilding State House.
Painting outside of State House, ....$6,800 00
Gilding dome, 4,600 00

° $11,300 00

Painting Inside.
Painting Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on

same floor, $2,000 00
Painting all rooms and entries in second story, . 1,400 00

“ all rooms and entries in third story, . 1,950 00
“ all rooms and entries above third story, 1,000 00
“ all rooms and entries in basement, . 900 00
“ Senate Chamber, 760 00
“ Representatives’ Hall, .... 1,100 00
“ Library, 1,500 00

Staging for painting Senate and House, . . 737 75
“ “ “ Library, .... 200 00

11,537 75

$22,837 75

Mason-work and Whitening.
Resetting front steps and platforms, . . . $6,720 00
Relaying sidewalk on Mt. Vernon Street, . . 300 00

57,0’20 00

Whitening Doric Hall, and all rooms, entries,
etc., on the same floor, . . . $775 00

“ rooms, entries, etc., on second story, . 800 00
“ rooms, entries, etc., on third story, . 465 00
“ all rooms and entries above third story, 476 00
“ all rooms, water-closets, etc., in base-

ment, 425 00
“ Senate Chamber, .

. . . . 375 00
“ Representatives’ Hall, . . . . 575 00

Repairing plastering, 326 00
Whitewashing inside of dome, .... 150 00

3,855 00

$10,875 00

Painting and gilding, $22,837 75
Mason-work and whitening 10,875 00
Carpenter-work, etc., 4,575 00

$38,287 75
10
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Carpenter-work.

12 now windows complete, frames and sashes,
viz. : In front of Senate Chamber, 3; Council
Chamber, S; office of Adjutant-General, 2;
Board State Charities, 1 ; Bank Commissioner,
1; scale-room, 1; Auditor’s office, 1, . . $2,100 00

Repairing balustrades on roofs, E. and W. wings, 160 00
Removing private stairs leading to governor’s

room and making closet in their place, . . 150 00
Making vestibules to outside doors in basement,. 200 00
Doors and sashes for post-office, .... 150 00
Relaying floor in office of sergeant-at-arms, . 200 00

52,950 00

Repairing copper on dome and roofs, . . . $2OO 00
“ roofs, gutters and conductors, . . 200 00

Tinning wood-work in areas, .... 600 00
Relaying tiles in Doric Hall and entries, . . 150 00
Covering large main steam-pipes, . . . 300 00
Boiler-feeder and connection, .... 200 00
Connecting exhaust-pipes for condensing steam, 60 00
Overhauling cesspool in west passage-way,. . 25 00

1,625 00

$1,575 00
Exhibit C.

(1.) Estimates for Painting , Gilding, etc., IST4.
Painting outside of State House.
Painting Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on the same floor—23

rooms, beside statue room.
Painting all rooms and entries on second story—l 2 rooms, 4 water-

closets and wash-rooms.
Painting all rooms and entries on third story—l 2 rooms, executive

rooms and water-closets.
Painting all rooms and entries above third story—22 rooms.
Painting all rooms and entries in basement—l 7 rooms, 12 water-

closets.
Painting Senate Chamber,

“ Representatives’ Hall.
“ Library.

Gilding large dome.
Staging for painting Senate and House and Library,
Estimated expense of above, $22,837.76.

(2.) Estimatesfor Mason-work, 1874.
Relaying sidewalk on Mount Vernon Street.
Whitening Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on the same floor—23

rooms, beside statue room.
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Whitening rooms and entries in second story—l 2 rooms, 4 water-
closets and wash-rooms.

Whitening rooms and entries in third story—12 rooms, executive
rooms and water-closets.

Whitening all rooms and entries above third story—22 rooms.
Whitening all rooms and entries in basement—l 7 rooms, 12 water-

closets.
Whitening Senate Chamber.
Whitening Representatives’ Hall.
Repairing plastering.
Estimated expense of above, $ 1,005.

(3.) Extraordinary Repairs on Stale House, 1874.
12 new windows, complete, frames and sashes, in front of

House; viz., 3 in Senate Chamber, 8 in Council Chamber
and entry, 2 in office ot adjutant-general, 1 in office of board
of state charities, 1 in bank commissioner’s office, 1 in scale
room, 1 in auditor’s office, §2,100 00

Repairing balustrade on roof, east and west roof, . . . 160 00
Removing private stairs leading to governor’s room, and

making a closet in their place, ...... 150 00
Repairing copper on dome and roof, 200 00
Repairing roofs, gutters, and conductors, 200 00
Tinning wood-work in areas, ....... 500 00
Relaying tiles in Doric Hall and entries, 150 00
Whitewashing inside of dome, 150 00
Making vestibules to outside doors in basement, . , . 200 00
Making doors and sashes for post-office, 150 00
Relaying floor of sergeant-at-arms’ office, .... 200 00
Covering large main steam-pipes, 300 00
Boiler-feeder and connection, 200 00
Connecting exhaust-pipes for condensing steam, . . . 60 00
Overhauling cesspool in west passage-way, .... 25 00

§4,725 00

Testimony of Hon. Robert R, Wiley—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Mr. Wiley, you were asked to produce your

books. Have you them here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What books are they ?

A. Time-books.
Q. Will you explain them to the Committee, and point out what they

show in relation to the work done ?

The Chairman. 1 think in this matter Mr. Wiley might be sworn.
[Mr. Wiley was sworn.]
Q. (By Mr. Train,) I understand these are the time-books of the

time of all the men employed by you upon the work ?

A. Yes, sir, and the stock.
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The Chairman. I was going to suggest that his bills might be taken
and compared with his books, and then if we want to verify or substan-
tiate further—

Mr. Wiley. I will give you my ledger,
Mr. Churchill. I will make a motion that Mr. McNutt and Mr. Shaw

be a sub-committee to compare Mr. Wiley’s bills with his books.
[The motion was adopted.]
The Chairman. There was one witness who was to produce his books

here.
Mr. Wiley. Mr. Mitchell.
The Chairman. Mr. Baxter
Mr. Train. These two bills, Mr. Baxter’s and Mr. Mitchell’s, are both

among the vouchers to Mr. Wiley. I think you might make the same
disposition of them.

Mr. Paul. I will make a motion that the books and bills of Mr. Bax-
ter and Mr. Mitchell be submitted to the same committee.

[The motion was adopted.]

Testimony of Major John Morissey—Recalled.

I want to answer in connection with the remark that was made,—I for-
get now by what gentleman,—that always in the work I had to do here-
tofore, we have never had any large jobs, but incidentals, such as cutting
windows or fixing up. I illustrate by referring to the tax-commissioner's
room, which we had cut through. I had always been in the habit of
having oue of the officer's, Mr. Tolman or Mr. Goodhue, both of whom
were very reliable and competent men, keep the run of the time and
everything else, so far as could be connected with it. They being here
all the time, were able to have supervision so far as that was concerned ;

and the bills were either indorsed by them or examined by them, and
they reported to me. I wish to say this because I don’t profess to be
particularly expert in business, and I try to appoint some one to keep a

pretty good run ofit,
Mr. Churchill. I would like to ask Major Morissey one more ques-

tion about this polishing. He puts in a bill for 203 days’ polishing at fo
p er day—is that more than has been paid heretofore P

A. I cannot tell.
Q. Can you tell by your record ?

A. I cannot tell otherwise than by the bills that are in the State
House.

Q. Can you give us that information P
A. I suppose I can get that information.

Q. Will you ?

A. I will if you wish. Do you want it to-day ?

Mr. Ciiu’rchill, I would like it to-day.
Q (By Mr. Collins.) Did you ever have polishing done so exten-

sively before*?
A.

*

AVell, I don’t know, sir, that we did. We have had it done very
thoroughly, but in the early part of the time the desks were fresh and
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needed but very little work on the part of the polishers; with the work
done by our own folks they were kept pretty nice.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) There was about the same as before ?

A. I think the last time there was the same surface but a difference in
its condition.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) Have you more furniture than you had in 1867 ?

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Any more in proportion ?

A, In 1867 we added to the number of rooms. Ido not know the
number we had before. We added to the committee-rooms and to the
rooms in the basement

Q. Was the furniture in the basement polished ?

A. I suppose all the furniture was polished.
Mr. McNutt. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask Mr. Wiley if he

works Sundays. I find charges here for every day from August 14 to
August 81, inclusive.

Mr. Wiley. I guess you will find it all right.
Mr. Train. The State has to run on Sundays as well as on other days.
Mr. McNutt. This is Mr. Baxter’s bill.
Mr. George W. Mitchell then submitted his books to the sub-committee.
After some time had been spent in looking over the accounts the Com-

mittee was called to order.
Mr. Terry said: Mr. Chairman, I have been having an interview

with Mr. Crockett, who has charge of the state printing, and I am satis-
fied from talking with him and Mr, Churchill that the expense of report-
ing these hearings, so as to have the report ready for the next day, is
going to be so great that we will hardly be justified in assuming it, because
for night-work there is an extra charge. I move a reconsideration of the
vote whereby we agreed we would have that done, and if the motion is
carried I shall move that this report shall be made the second day instead
of the next day after the hearing.

The motion to reconsider was adopted, and a vote was adopted that the
printed report be made the second day after the hearing before the com-
mittee.

Mr. Doherty. Mr. Train, do you propose now to take up Mr. Flood’s
bill?

Mr. Train. Yes, sir. There it is [offering it to Mr. Doherty].
Mr. Joseph H. McDonald and Hugh Flood were called and s'worn.

Testimony of Joseph 11. McDonald.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Your name is Joseph McDonald ?

A. Joseph II McDonald.
Q. Where do you reside ?

A. In Charlestown.
Q. What is your business ?

A. Painter.
Q. How long have you been engaged in the painting business P
A. Between 37 and 38 years.
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Q. State in what capacity you have been occupied as a painter.
A. As a foreman since I was an apprentice.
B. For whom have you worked, or, where have you worked?
A. I have worked for B. M. Clark & Co. Served my time with them,

and worked for them 35 years.
Q. Where is the firm located ?

A. At 71 Broad Street, Boston.
Q. What familiarity have you with the painting business?
A. As much as any man could possibly have at work for that length

of time, both in the manufacture of it and spreading it on.
Q. Making colors, preparing paint, and doing work ofall kinds ?

A. Yes, sir, even to the adulteration ; mixing the ingredients together,
preparing it for the mills, and superintending the grinding of it.

Q. By whom are you employed now ?

A. By no one.
Q. You worked on the State House, I believe ?

A. I did.
Q. Did you ever work for Mr. Flood before you were at work on the

State House P
A. No, sir.
Q, At whose request did you come here ?

A. At Mr. AViley’s request.
Q. Do you remember when you commenced work, or about the time ?

A. The last part of August,
Q. How soon after the painters commenced to work ?

A. There was no paint put on until after I came here. There were
two men at work in the tax-commissioner’s room.

Q, Who was in charge of the work while it was going on ?

A. I was.
Q. In whose employ ?

A. Mr. Flood’s. In the interest of the commission, to look after the
interests of the State.

Q You then felt it your duty to look after the work in the interests of
the commission as well as for the interests of Mr, Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, About how many days did you work here as foreman ?

A, About 106,1 think.
Q Can you tell us now about how many men were employed under

you during the time you were acting here ?

A. Some days it would be 15 or 20; some days 25, 27, or 29; they
were off and on. Some days there would be a large gang, and the next
day nqt so many.

Q. Did you know the condition of the State House at the time you
commenced here ?

A. I did, certainly.
Q. Can you tell the Committee the condition of the walls and of the

woodwork?
A. The condition of the whole building was very filthy, so much so

that it was the filthiest building I ever went into. I should suppose there
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had never been a drop of water put upon the wall or wood-work since it
was painted in 1867 or 1868.

Q. What was necessary to be done, and what did you do in preparing
the work for painting?

A. In the first place I had to wash all the walls and wood-work with
soda-water to get oflf the grease and tar. The masons had been in and
pointed up the cracks and filled them in with plaster of Paris, and after
we had washed the walls these places all had to be touched up with some
three or four coats of paint previous to painting them I will here slate
that when the State House was last painted, there was never a mite of
sand-paper put on the building whatever. The building was very rough
I sand-papered every part of it. It took longer to prepare the work to
putty it, wash it, and sand-paper it, than it did to paint it.

Q. About the manner in which the work was done by the men,—with
what degree of faith did the men work ?

A. With the same faithfulness they would on any other job.
Q. I suppose some men were better than others ?

A. Certainly, it is so in all shops, in all trades.
Q, What attention did you personally give to the working of the men?
A. I gave my whole attention from seven o’clock in the morning until

six o’clock at night, except in the month of December, when 1 was from
seven o’clock in the morning until 5 o’clock at night.

Q. Right here, I will ask you how you would make out a full day in
December, by lighting the gas ? That was done, was it not ?

A. Yes, sir. It was sometimes lighted by myself, and at other times I
would request some one of the watchmen to do it for me.

Q. Were you here at 7 o’clock in the morning ?

A. I was.
Q. And the men employed here were required to be here at that time ?

A. They were.
Q. And were here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you leave in the day-time P
A. At night, with the men. I generally locked the shop up where

we kept our paints myself, the last thing at night.
Q. Where were those paints kept ?

A. In what is called the smoking-room, in the basement.
Q. Who had charge of it ?

A. I did.
Q. And who had a key of the room ?

A. I did; I had one key. There was another key that the glaziers
had when they were setting glass around the building, so that they could
get in and get glass and putty when they wanted it. W 1 len they got
through setting glass, the key was taken from them by Mr. Tolman, the
watchman. I was the only one that had a key.

Q. Mr. Tolman, the watchman, furnished them a key, and took it
from them afterward, if I understand you ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. In relation to the condition of this matter of glazing, what was
the condition of the glass in the building?

A. The glass was very bad all through the building. My order was
to set every light of glass that was cracked.

Q. That you did ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That wasn’t done ?

A. Most of it was done.
Q. Who gave this order ?

A. I got those orders from Mr. Flood and Mr. Wiley.
Q. Mr. Wiley was about the building a great deal?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. He seemed to have general charge ?

A. Yes, sir; he was here almost every day, once, twice or three
times a day.

Q. Something was testified about work being done that the commis-
sioners did not want done in the way of painting. Was there any work
done by you that you did not have orders to do ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Mr. Wiley was about at the time the painting was going on. As a

matter of fact, he was in nearly every room that was painted some time or
other ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever have any orders from Mr. Wiley not to paint anypar-

ticular room ?

A. No, sir.
Q. About burnishing the Dome,—will you say what you know about

that?
A. I know it was done. I ordered the men to do it myself. Mr. Flood

sent up the men, and I showed them what wanted to be done.
Q. Will you tell us what you know about the polishing?
A. The polishing of the desks and wood-work in every room in the

building was done.
Q. How about the settees and chairs,—was the hard-wood polished?
A. Yes, sir; there were some chairs there—lB chairs like these in the

public room, as it is called—that we repainted, grained and varnished,
and some of the settees.

Q. How about the book-cases ?

A. The book-cases—most of them—were painted and varnished.
When we found one that did not need painting or varnishing, it was not
done.

Q. Were you very careful not to put in work beyond that which was
absolutely necessary ?

A. I was.
Q. Do you know how many different coats of paint were used in

different rooms ?

A. In some two, in some three, and in all the rooms, in spots, there
were from five to six coats. When a room was all prepared, we then
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gave it two or three coats, as was required. Some rooms I had to give
five coats.

Q. Let me see if I understand you. Where the masons had been over

the walls repairing the cracks and plastering there, it became necessary,
before you painted the whole of the room, to touch up these spots, and
bring them to correspond, in some measure, with the rest of the room P

A, Yes, sir.
Q. I will ask you here, as a practical painter, if it is not very difficult

WOrk—does it not take more time than ordinary painting ?

A. Certainly; it is necessary to get the color as near the color that is
on as you possibly can, and you want to be very particular to rub it in or
you will not make a good job.

Q. All the wood-work was painted ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many times?
A. Once or twice; the most of it twice.
Q, What other work were the painters called upon to do besides

painting and touching up ?

A. Sometimes we moved furniture out of the way, and in one or two
instances we took up the carpet out of the room where we were going to
work. At one time we helped to move the stage in the Doric Hall, the
Senate and Representatives’ rooms. We moved the planks ourselves,
and placed them around in a way to suit our own convenience. We had
to go away up into the dome of the House of Representatives, and get
the boards down. We consider ourselves more competent to rig our own
stage than any carpenter could do it for us.

Q. Whether or not, from time to time, you were not called upon to
help other mechanics at moving staging, and in matters of that kind ?

A. We were in the Doric Hall.
Q, Is not that a common thing, when a set of men is shorthanded, for

another set to take hold and help them ?

A. It may be done sometimes for mere accommodation.
Q. Who kept the time of the men at the State House ?

A. I did.
Q. In what way ?

A. On a memorandum-book.
Q. Who kept account of the stock that came to the State House ?

A. I did.
Q. Was that time kept correctly, or otherwise ?

A. Correctly.
Q. Was any man’s time charged at the State House for work that was

not performed ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was any stock charged here that was not used here or sent away ?

A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. If, at any time, stock went from the State House to any place, will

you state when it was, and under what circumstances?
A. There was some stock went to Senator Wiley’s house. One of the

men at work there came up here about nine o’clock in the morning, and
11
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told me he wanted some shellac and alcohol. Said I, “Why don’t you
go to the shop and get it?” He said, “We have been to the shop, and
waited over an hour, and can’t get in ; the shop is looked up. The man
over there was waiting for stock to work with,” Said I, “This is no
place to come for stock for that place. This stock is charged to the State.
I will let you have a gallon of shellac and a gallon of alcohol, but don’t
you come here again for any more.” I measured out both, and made a
memorandum of it, and when Mr Flood came up, I handed it to him,
and he told me never, under any circumstances, to allow any more stock
to go out of the building.

Q. That was the only instance; a gallon of shellac and a gallon of
alcohol ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The memorandum of that was made, and after it was communi-

cated to Mr. Flood, he made the remark that he did ?

A. I made the memorandum where it went to, and whose house it
went to.

Q. The stock-account you kept—how was that kept ?

A. In the same memorandum-book. The time was taken off of that
book every Saturday by me on a sheet of paper and handed to Mr. Flood.

Q. The memorandum on the sheet of paper every Saturday was
passed to Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir, so that he could see how many days the men had worked.
Q. Was any memorandum made of the stock P Did you give Mr.

Flood a memorandum of the stock that came ?

A. I simply gave him a memorandum of the time the men worked.
Q. Were the returns of the time which you made to Mr, Flood

absolutely correct ?

A. They were.
Q. Are the entries in that pass-book of material absolutely correct ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who paid the men ?

A. Mr. Flood. On two occasions I paid them.
Q, State the circumstances under which you paid them.
A. Mr. Flood went away to Washington and left a check with me to

draw the money and pay the men on two occasions.
Q. I will ask you if you are familiar with the custom of master

mechanics of charging for help for outside work where work is done by
the day ?

A. The wages they charge ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Four dollars a day; a master mechanic has a dollar profit on each

man.
Q. The purpose of this is, I suppose, to include the wear and tear and

loss of tools ?

A. Loss of tools, shop-rent, and giving a man a decent living, lou
cannot expect an employer to do work for what ho pays for it, and find
himself.

Mr. Doherty. That is all.
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Cross-Examination,

Q, (By Mr. Train.) Where is your time-book, Mr. McDonald ?

A. I gave it to Mr. Flood.
Q. (To Mr. Doherty.) Will you produce it?
A. I will produce a copy of it.
Mr. Train. I want the time-book.
Mr. Doherty. Ido not know who would have it. I will give you an

exact transcript of it.
Mr. Train. That will not answer my purpose.
Q. What kind of a book was it, Mr. McDonald ?

A. A paper memorandum-book.
Q. About that size [showing a small pocket-book] ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That you carried in your pocket ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And day by day you entered the names of the men ?

A. Every day.
Q. At night, or what time of day P
A. Along in the middle of the afternoon.
Q. Can you give the names of the men who were employed ?

A. Well, I could not recollect all of them, because they were going
and coming. Some would work a day, and some two days.

Q. Well, give the names of those you remember.
A. Augustus Doe, James Gintry, Joseph Andrews, Thomas McKenna.

There was one named Brown; I think his name was James. Matthew
Holbrook, Daniel Myers, Isaac Phillips; a man by the name of Gammon ;

I forget his first name; another by the name of Todd.
Q. Do you remember any others ?

A. Lyman A. Powers, Joseph H. McDonald, Jr.
Q. Your son, I suppose ?

A Supposed to be. Then there were some of Flood’s men.
Q. Well, what do you mean by that? They were all Flood’s men,

were they not ?

A. What I mean by that is, that these were men I recommended
myself.

Q. Well, they were employed on the work continuously, from the
time you began until you got through ?

A. No, sir; not all of them.
Q. Why not ?

A. Well, as they were found out not to be competent men they were
discharged; some for one cause and some for another.

Q. Well, these men you recommended yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When they proved to be incompetent, they were discharged by you

for that reason ?

A. They were discharged by Mr. Flood.
Q. It was done through you, was it not ?

A. Yes, sir.



Apr.APPENDIX.

Q. (By Mr. Yeruy.) Who was discharged of these men ?

A Well, they were all of them discharged before we got through.
Q. No, sir; you said there were some discharged for incompetenoy.

Who was discharged ?

A. Well, I could tell better if I had the list, as I could run my eye
over it. [The list of names given was read by Mr. Train.] There was
only one discharged for incompetency.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) Who was that?
A. Daniel Myers.
Q And the others were employed through the whole period P
A, No, sir. Mr. Gammon left of his own accord to go into the navy

yard, supposing he was going to have a winter’s work, and only got three
days.

Q. When did he leave,—at what time ?

A. I could not tell.
Q. About what time ?'

A. I could not tell.
Q. Well, he was the only one that left ?

A. He was the only one, I think.
Q. Then I understand that all the rest worked the whole period ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well ?

A. Along about somewhere the middle of December Mr. Flood told
me he had a number of yearly men; that they had shut down on the
post-oflice, and he had got to keep his men at work, and these men must
be discharged to make room for his.

Q. And they were discharged ?

A. They were, all but two.
Q. What two were retained ?

A. My son and Lyman A. Powers.
Q. Well, now, then, with this exception, the rest worked up to the

middle of December; then the others were discharged, with the excep-
tion of your son and Lyman A. Powers P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And these two worked till the job was completed ?

A. Yes, sir; or Powers, I think, was discharged Saturday night before
the job was completed. I think that was the way.

Q. Do you know where Powers is ?

A. He lives in Charlestown.
Q. Do you know where Doe is ?

A. He lives in Charlestown, or did at that time, I don’t know where
he is now.

Q. Is he a man of family ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is Ginty ?

A. He lives in Charlestown?
Q. Andrews ?

A. He lives in Somerville.
Q. McKenna ?
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A. Lives in Charlestown.
Q. James Brown ?

A. I don’t know where he is. The last I heard of him he was in
Springfield.

Q, Holbrook ?

A. Charlestown.
Q. Daniel Myers ?

A. Charlestown.
Q. Phillips ?

A. Charlestown.
Q. These men that you employed were all Charlestown men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How, if I understand you, Mr. McDonald, every day you put upon

that hook the name of each of these men who worked during the day?
A. No, sir; not every day. I put their names upon the book every

Monday morning, and every afternoon if they were present I would put
a mark against their name. If they were here half a day I would make
a half; and so along through the week.

Q. Then on Saturday night you would make a return from that
original book ?

A. On Saturday I made a return from that book to Mr. Flood; yes, sir.
Q. So that that hook, when produced, will show exactly the amount of

work done by all these men at work on the building during that period ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that book you gave Mr. Flood when the job was done ?

A. No, sir; about the middle of September, supposing the job was
done.

Q. Do you mean the middle of September ?

A. I mean the middle of December. The commission was talking of
not doing anything in the basement. We supposed the job was about
done, and Mr. Flood wanted the book to look over and see about the
stock and time, if it was correct; and I handed it to him.

Q. Have you seen it since ?

A. No, sir.
Q. When did you leave the job yourself?
A. The last day of December.
Q. This other work was done after you gave up the book to Mr.

Flood?
A. They went on and did the basement.
Q. Did you keep the time of that ?

A. I did.
Q. What did you keep that on ?

A. On a sheet ofpaper. I handed it to Mr. Flood Saturday afternoons,
Q. Well, these sheets of paper, when produced, will show the exact

amount of work done by the men under your charge ?

A. They will.
Q. Where was Mr. Flood when you gave him that book ?

A. In the entry of the basement.
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Q. Well, these Saturday-night returns, when did you give them to
him ?

A. Sometimes I would send them down to his shop and sometimes I
would give them to him myself, down at the shop or at the State House.
A great many times he would come up here to pay the men, and I would
hand it to him before he paid them.

Q Well, now, with regard to stock; what sort of a stock-account did
you keep P

A. I kept an account ofeverything that came into the building.
Q. Well, how did you keep it; was there an invoice sent with it?

Just describe your method of keeping stock-account.
A. I took the weights of the kegs when they came here. One lot, I

think, fell a little short of 2,500 pounds of lead,—somewhere in that
neighborhood. I went out on the sidewalk and took some of my own
men with me to get it out of the wagon and into the building As they
rolled the kegs around in the wagon I took off the numbers into my book
so as to see if they corresponded with the receipt which I had to sign for
the teamster.

Q Whose teamster was it ?

A. The Lord knows, Ido not.
Q. Where did the stock come from ?

A. The stock was marked “ Boston Lead.”
Q. Are you speaking now of the two lots with which invoices were

sent?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is the invoice ?

A. The teamster’s receipt ? I don’t know what you mean. The cus-
tom is, -when a teamster carries goods, for him to get a receipt signed, to
show that he has delivered the goods; he carries that back.

Q. You checked from the teamster’s delivery-receipt the figures on
the kegs to see that the amounts corresponded ?

A. No, sir; I checked from the kegs and then looked at his receipt.
Q. Yrou checked the kegs to see that it was right on his receipt, and

then you charged this on the stock-book with the stock ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, that applies to two lots of paint that came to the State

House marked “ Boston Lead”?
A. One lot; the other was marked “Diamond Green Lead Zinc.”
Q. Well, now, what in relation to any stock that was sent away ?

A. When I commenced the job there was stock brought here the day
I came. That I made a memorandum of.

Q. Describe what you did.
A. I took the weights off of the kegs and put them on the book—that

came from the shop, or I suppose it did. Mr. Flood’s team brought it
here; there was also some oil, spirits of turpentine, and minor colors.

Q. That makes three loads, then ?

A. From time to time we had to have more oil, shellac, and spirits,
and as I wanted them I would send the men down to the shop to get
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them, and tell them to be particular in weighing it and give me the
number of gallons when they came back.

Q. Did they do so ?

A. They did.
Q. You entered it on this memorandum-book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that applies to all the stock brought here ?

A. Yes, sir; that was the routine.
Q. Well, do you believe you have got everything charged on that

book that was ordered or brought here ?

A. I certainly do.
Q. Was it all used here with the exception of what was sent over to

Senator Wiley’s house ?

A. Yes, air.
Q. None returned?
A. 0, there might have been some. There is always more or less

returned on a job.
Q. Do you know how much remained?
A. I could not tell, because I did not see it weighed. It went down to

the shop, and I went over to Charlestown.
Q. (By the Chairman.) After you had completed the job ?

A. I stayed until the things were loaded on the wagon; then they
went to the shop, and I went home.

Q. (By Mr, Train.) Well, then, that memorandum-book will show
exactly the amount of stock that was delivered here for the job ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, will you give me the names, if you please, of the yearly men

put on the job ?

A Well, I don’t know whether they were employed by the yearor not.
I know that he said they were. That was the reason he gave me for sub-
stituting these men for the others. There were also some of his men
here before them, that I have not named.

Q. .Who were they ?

A. A man by the name of Baldwin.
Q. Do you know his Christian name ?

A. They call him Harry. He used to work oif and on, setting glass
etc. Then there were two framers.

Q. Do you know who they were ?

A. James Moore and Harry Barrett, I think ; and Thomas Scannell.
Not having much acquaintance with these men, I cannot get hold of their
first names.

Q. They were under your direction, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir. There was a man named Thaxter Johnson, and a man
by the name of O’Brien.

Q. Do you remember his Christian name ?

A. John, I think.
Q. Well?
A. There were a number of others that slip my memory at the pres-

ent time.
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Q. I wish you would try to recall them all, if you can; everybody you
can think of, let me have their names. Wo have now got Harry Bald-
win, James Moore, Harry Barrett, Thomas Scannell, Thaxter Johnson,
and John O’Brien. These are Mr. Flood’s men. The others were sug-
gested by you: Augustus Doe, James Ginty, Joseph Andrews, Thomas
McKenna, James Brown, Matthew Holbrook, Daniel Myers, Isaac Phil-
lips, Mr. Gammon, Mr. Todd, Lyman A. Powers and Joseph II McDon-
ald, Jr. That makes 18 in all. You had more men than that here ?

A. Yes, sir, more men ; but there were some men that worked one or
two days, whose names I could not recollect.

Q. Well, they are all in that book ?

A. Yes, sir; the name of every man that worked on that job is in
that book.

Q. Well, each of these men came on about the middle of December,
—these men that you have now named from Baldwin to Scannell?

A. They were on off and on.
Q. But when these other men were discharged, who took their places ?

A. Well, there was a lot of men; I don’t know some of them. I
could not tell their names. They were all put on then.

Q. Well, but you knew their names ?

A. I knew them at the time.
Q. What is the reason you cannot remember their names as well as

the names of the others ?

A. I cannot recollect every man’s name; I suppose there have been
thousands of men worked under me that I cannot tell their names
from Adam.

Q. Well, that might be true of 35 years ago, but this is only last
December ?

A. lam aware of that, sir; if I had the book I could give you every
man’s name.

Q. I don’t understand that the names of Mr. Flood’s men, that you
have given us, are the names of men that were put on the work of De-
cember, but they were men that had worked off and on during the same

period with the men you put on ; but in the middle of December the men
who were put on the work at your recommendation, all but two, Mr.
Powers and your son, were dismissed, and Flood’s men were put on

instead.
A. There was a man by the name of Gill put on.

Q. Do you remember his Christian name ?

A. Michael; I only know from their calling him Mike.
Q. Any one else ?

A. There is one they call Dave. 1 never knew his other name.
Q. Do you mean to say that you returned him as Dave ?

A. I put him down as David; I may get hold of his name.
Q. Do you remember any others ?

A. One by the name of Brougham.
Q. Do you remember his Christian name ?

A. Thomas, I think; I would not be certain.
Q. Anybody else ?
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A. There is one man I cannot get hold of his name; one of your
German names I cannot pronounce.

Q. Well, there was one German with an unpronounceable name.

Anybody else ?

A. There were more of them I have got in my mind, if I could only
think of their names.

Q, Well, sir; you think them up.
A. There was one by the name of Flynn.
Q. What was his Christian name ?

A. That I cannot recollect. One by the name of Crear.
Q, Do you remember his Christian name ?

A. I know we called him Bob; that’s what the men called him.
Q. That is the name we call Morris. Anybody else ?

A. A man by the name of Newell.
Q. What was his name ?

A. John, I think; they called him Johnny. There was another man
that I have not mentioned—Daniel Sullivan.

Q, Is he one of the men that you recommended ?

A. No, sir.
Q. One of Flood’s men ?

A. Yes, sir. There are two more Sullivans.
Q. Well, here is Daniel, who are the others?
A. John and Morty.
Q. Mr. Flood’s men ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Did they work there before the middle of December P
A. I don’t know. Mr. Flood put them on. I don’t know where they

worked before. I suppose, if I have time, I can think of some more.
Q. Well, sir, we will take all the time necessary. Anybody else P
A. That Flynn’s name was Alexander. We called him Aleck. There

are other men, but I cannot get hold of their names.
Mr. Train. Well, perhaps you will be able to recall them by Friday

morning.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Was there such a man as Calvin Newell at

work here ?

A. No, sir; there were polishers at work here.
Q. Who were they ?

A. I don’t know as I can recollect their names, the whole of them.
Q. Give us those you remember ?

A. Joseph Merritt; a man named Fitzgerald.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Florence Fitzgerald. Was that his name?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Joseph Merritt, Daniel Treat, James McKenzie,—was there such

a man as that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was he a painter or a polisher?
A. A polisher.
Q. Peter Bean, or Breen, I should think it was. JamesFerule,—was

there such a man as that ? David Rourke ?

12
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. John Bryant?
A. You have got his name.
Q. Do you remember any others ?

A. Ido not at the present time,
Mr. Train. Well, sir, I wish you would try to recall them before the

next meeting of the Committee ?

Mr. McDonald. I will try to get all their names.
The Chairman. We will adjourn until Friday, April 9,10 a. m.
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Friday, April 9, 1875.

Mr. F. W. Kittredge appeared before the Committee, and said:
I came up this morning as attorney of Miss Willis, who has been re-
quested to be here to testify by Mr. Flood. It is in regard to taking her
deposition. I have spoken to Mr. Train, and he sees no objection to it.
She does not want to come up here on general grounds; she has some
delicacy about coming up here anyway, and I told her I thought you
could receive her deposition. It isn’t anything to go to the substance of
matters here, but merely a piece of testimony which is necessary to con-
nect the chain of evidence in making up the accounts. She kept some of
the accounts, I understand, contained in some books that are to be pre-
sented here to-daj’. I have spoken to Mr. Flood’s attorney, and also to
Mr. Train, and they see no objection to it. Her testimony will be short.
We can take it to-morrow afternoon, and can let it come under the gen-
eral rules by which depositions are received in court. If the Committee
will receive testimony by deposition, we can go before a justice of the
peace to-morrow, and have the questions put by the attorney-general.

Mr. McNutt. Is she a clerk P
Mr. Kittredge. She is merely a copyist, and copied, some of the

memoranda intft some of the books. It would be necessary to have her
testimony here to lay the foundation for some of the accounts that are to
be presented.

Mr. Train. Will it be at his house or shop?
Mr. Kittredge. She is a professional copyist, I understand, and gets

her living by copying, and such other jobs. I don’t understand that she
is a relative of Mr. Flood, or anything of the kind. She does what copy-
ing she can get.

Mr. McNutt. I didn’t know but what she was Mr. Flood’s book-
keeper.

Mr. Kittredge. No, sir; she merely copied his accounts. We can
arrange it this afternoon.

Mr. Train. I was about to say, if the Committee please, that I don’t
know what Mr. Flood proposes to prove by this witness, and it is quite
important that I should before I consent to such an arrangement. I
don’t understand from Mr. Kittredge that he states any reason why this
witness shouldn’t come here.

FOURTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR
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Mr. Kittredge. I don't state any legal reason; I can’t bring her

testimony within the rules of law requiring either distance or sickness;
but only that she says she is very nervous, and don’t like to come up
here, and I think that would be enough in any case of a hearing of this
nature. We wouldn’t want our wives and daughters to come up here
and testify unless it is absolutely necessary. She isn’t a party to the
transaction, and knows nothing about it; she merely made a transcrip-
tion of the books, and I think it would be proper to take her deposition.

The Chairman. So far as I am concerned, I should be inclined to
support the views of the attorney-general, if he thinks it proper.

Mr. Train. I would have no objection, in discharging the duties of
my office, to do anything that is reasonable; but I wouldn’t rather spend
Saturday afternoon in accommodating a witness who is abundantly able
to come here and testify. As I don’t know what Mr. Doherty proposes
to prove by the witness, I don’t think I can consent at present.

Mr. Doherty. We propose to prove by this witness that she made
transcriptions from certain memoranda and pass-books into another book,
that she copied them into another book, and to prove that the transcript
made by her is a correct and accurate copy of the memoranda.

Mr. Train. What has become of the memoranda ?

Mr. Doherty. That we will show you hereafter.
Mr. Train. If the loss of the memoranda isn’t shown, I don’t pro-

pose to spend time showing copies.
Mr. Kittredge. The deposition wouldn’t be worth anything until

the loss is shown.
Mr. Train. I know it, and I don’t propose to spend time taking depo-

sitions until it is.
The Chairman. You had better let the matter drop, and go on where

you left off on Wednesday.
Mr. Kittredge. Then, will you decide it before the session is over P
Mr. Train. I don’t see how we can.
Senator Verryl I should suppose that Mr. Doherty might lay the

foundation for taking this testimony, and then, having done that, you can
determine whether to take the deposition or not; until then, the witness
need not come here.

Mr. Doherty. We expect to show the loss of the memorandum-book.
Senator Terry. We can dispense with her until we know the founda-

tion of the testimony, and then we can decide it.
Mr. Doherty. We propose to put in the fact of the preparation of

this book and the loss of the memoranda. If the Committee are not sat-
isfied of that, then we propose to call the lady, in ease the Committee
require proof of the correctness of the transcript. She has counsel,
and he appears here for her. I want to be as courteous to the lady as
possible, and it is for the Committee to decide whether they will have her
here or not.

Testimony or J. 11. McDonald—Besumed.
Mr. McDonald, Mr. Chairman, before proceeding, I would like to

correct a portion of my evidence on day before yesterday. The question
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was asked me, sir, by whom I was employed; I stated, by Mr. Wiley. I
should hare said by Mr. Flood on the recommendation of Mr. Wiley, as

foreman of the job. That is all.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) Wlien we left off Wednesday, you were endeav-

oring to recall the names of all the men employed by you upon the
work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you the names of those you didn’t give us on Wednesday ?

A. So far as I can recollect.
Q. Very well, let us have them P
A. The man David, his name is Curran; Martin Leary.
Q. (By Mr. Doheett.) My impression is, his name is Kurn ?

A. It is Curran, I think. F. J. Almeder, Edward Chandler, Robert
Ward, Timothy Dillon, Patrick Murray, Dennis Linnehan.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) That makes all P
A. All I can think of.
Q. Have you had any assistance in making up this list ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Can you tell us how many of these were yearly men; and who

were they ?

A. I know nothing of Mr. Flood’s business separate from the State
House.

Q. You said he discharged men in December ?

A. He said he discharged men to make room for the yearly men.
Q. Do you know what he paid the yearly men ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You said, on Wednesday, that you discharged a man by the name

of Mears for incompetency ?

A. Mr. Flood discharged him.
Q. Did he discharge him on your recommendation ?

A. It happened in this wise ; Mr. Flood said, “ Joe, haven’t you got
men here that you can spare, men who are not first-class workmen ? ”

I told him there was. He told me to put a mark against a certain num-
ber ofnames, and, says he, “ By the way, there is Mears, I know he is not
a good workman, and he has worked for me before, and you put a mark
against his name.” I put the mark against his name on Saturday, and
he was discharged with a number of others. There is where we dis-
charged for incompetenoy.

Q. Do you know how long Mears had worked; how long he had been
employed here under you ?

A. Some three months, I think.
Q. Then it took you three months to find out that a painter wag

incompetent ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How long did it take you ?

A. I think I stated, day before yesterday, that the men would average
the same as on any large job,—goodmen and poor.

Q. Then he wasn’t incompetent?
A. No, sir.
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Q. Then be is either incompetent or competent?
A. lie is incompetent to do first-class work.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Was bo paid the same as the others?
A. I think he was.
Q. (By Mr. Train.) What do you call first-class work ?

A. There is a difference in the style of work, a difference in laying on
and finishing a coat of paint, and priming it over, or sand-papering, or
washing, or anything of that description.

Q. You mean to say he was competent to wash down a wall or put on
a priming coat?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But not competent to put on the last coat?
A. I don’t think he was.
Q. How many men did you discharge about the same time ?

A. I couldn’t recollect.
Q. About how many ?

A. I couldn’t recollect. A number of men were discharged back and
forth. All that has gone from my memory.

Q. You don’t mean to say that men discharged for inoompetenoy were
taken back ?

A. No, sir.
Q. What do you mean ?

A. That men were discharged from time to time.
Q. And others were taken on in their places ?

A. Some, sir.
Q. How many men were upon the work ? What was the average

per day through the job ?

A. I should think somewhere about twenty-five.
Q. Twenty-five ?

A. This is a mere guess.
Q. It is an estimate, of course ?

A, I don’t propose to state it as a fact; but it is as near as I can get
at it.

Q. Ho you remember when you began ?

A. The 26th day of August.
Q. And when did you complete the work P
A. The last day of December, 1874.
Q. Can you describe the time-book any more particularly than you

did the other day ?

A. I cannot, sir, any further than this: I had a book at home of the
same pattern.

Q. Well, was there anything upon it to indicate that the men whose
names were carried upon that time-book were employed upon the State
House ?

A. It was headed, “ Work done on State House.”
Q. Yes ?

A. lam pretty sure it was; and I should like, if gentlemen are willing,
to here make a statement in regard to that book. I had no orders to keep
time or account of stock. I merely kept it, in the first place, for my own
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benefit, thinking I would like to know what the job cost when I got it
done; and I was very accurate in keeping time, so that I could see about
what the job cost.

Q. Did you call the roll of the men daily ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How did you ascertain whether they were here ?

A. The smoking-room is not a very large room, and I could cast my
eye around and see every man.

Q. Were they all in there at the same time ?

A. Yes, sir; they had to go in there to get their brushes and things
to go to work with.

Q. Then you mean to say that every morning, when the men assem-
bled in the smoking-room to get their tools, you went in there and looked
around and saw who was there P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And made your memorandum P
A. Yes, sir; I made it in the afternoon.
Q. Suppose a man was there half a day, how did you know it?

A. I could tell whether a man was present or not.
Q. If he was there in the morning and didn’t do anything about it ?

A. I was around the building all day, and if a man was away I would
notice it from his work.

Q. That was the only way. You had no system of roll-call, morning,
noon and night ?

A. No, sir; because I shouldn’t suppose it was a safe way to test it.
Q. What other way is there to test it ?

A. Going round through the building to see if the men were at work.
Q. Do you mean to say you did that ?

A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. (By Senator Yeeey.) Did I understand you to say that you were

not directed to keep time ?

A. Not in the first place. Yes, sir.
Q. Was anybody directed to keep time to begin with ?

A. I know not, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Teain.) Had you been employed by Mr. Flood at any

timebefore this ?

A. No, sir; nor since.
Q- Do you know anything about the job on Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. No more than what I have stated.
Q. Did you see it ? Did you go there and see it?

A. No, sir.
Q. I want toknow whether you knew anything about the job, the

extent of it, and what was done ?

A. No, sir; I never was in his house but once in my life.
Q. Were these men who came for stock men who had been in your

employ on the State House ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Who ?

A. Patrick Murray.
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Q. When was that ? When did that happen ? When did Murray
come after the stock ?

A. I certainly can’t say whether it was in—
Q. Fix the time as nearly as you can.
A. I should say it was somewhere in the last part of October, or

somewhere thereabouts. It might have been the first of November.
Q. When did Murray go from the State House over on to Mr. Wiley’s

house ?

A. I couldn’t tell that.
Q. About what time ?

A. I couldn’t tell about what time he commenced work upon the
State House.

Q. You could tell if you had that book, couldn’t you P
A. I could.
Q, Do you know of any other man who went from here to Mr. Wiley’s

house ?

A. Dennis Linnehan.
Q. Can you tell when he went ?

A. I couldn’t; he went after Mr. Murray did.
Q. Any others ?

A, That is all I recollect of. ,

Q. Were they fresco painters ?

A. Polishers.
Q. Then they were polishing furniture over to Mr. Wiley’s house, I

understand.
A. The finishing of Mr. Wiley’s house was hard-wood, and they were

polishing that.
Q. Polishing that ?

A. Iso understood it; I didn’t see them.
Q. When did Gannon—you said he left of his own accord P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did he leave ?

A. I couldn’t tell; I stated that he left to go into the navy yard.
Q. Yes, he expected to go into the navy yard ?

A. That was his calculation. He came in in the morning, got his
overalls, and told me he was going to have a winter’s work, and was to
work three or four days in a week.

Q. Do you remember how near it was to the time when Flood’s
yearly men came on to the work in place of the men you employed that
you gave him that memorandum-book ?

A. About the middle of December.
Q. Did both of those occurrences happen about the same time? You

gave it to him about the middle of December, and about the middle of
December Flood came and said he must put the yearly men on—did both
happen about the same time ?

A. Within a few days.
Q. Which was the earliest in point of time ? Did he get the book

before he put the men on here ?

A. I wouldn’t be positive, but I think it is, as near as I can remember.



1875. APPENDIX.

Q. Did you see the stock measured up after the work was done ?

A. No, sir; there wasn’t a great deal to measure up.
Q. Where do you live, Mr. McDonald ?

A. No. 66 Green Street, Charlestown.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Are you a regular house-painter ?

A. House and ship painter. I generally, or where there is any house
of nice quality to do, I always had charge of it,

Q. Are you a fresco painter ?

A. No, sir. It is a different branch of business altogether.
Q, Just a house-painter. Do you know how many days’ work was

done on the State House ?

A. Ido not.
Q. Never figured it up ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr, Churchill.) Mr. McDonald, I should like to ask you

one question: Who gave you orders to polish the desks ?

A. Mr. Flood.
Q. Mr. Flood, and no others ?

A. He told me they were all to be polished, and after the men got to
work on them, Mr. Tucker would tell the polishers—he seemed to have
control of them—and they went wherever he wanted them to polish and
work around in the different rooms.

Q. Did you take any orders from any one except Mr. Flood, except
sending out for a gallon of alcohol, and some shellac, or turpentine, or
whatever it was, for polishing ?

Q. My orders from Mr. Flood or Mr. Wiley, were to take no orders
from any one but Mr. Flood or the commissioners.

A. And did you do so ?

Q. 1 recollect not.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You say you kept the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. To satisfy yourself as to how much it cost ?

A. Yes, sir; I kept the time—
Q. And you kept it for the purpose of satisfying yourself how much

the job cost ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you got through did you know P
A. No, sir; I handed the book to Mr. Flood at his request.
Q. (By Mr. Collins.) That was before the job was finished P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You told Mr. Flood you were keeping the

time?
A. I did.
Q. And he told you that was right ?

A. The way it happened was this: I noticed on the first Saturday
night, when he paid the men, he paid them in the same manner that they
used to pay them in the shop where I worked. He would call them up
and ask how many days they had worked this week, and they told. He
took their word and paid them, and took the amount and time on slips of

13
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paper—the time and the amount paid them. I asked him the next week,
“Is that the way you pay your men ?” He said, “ Yes.” I said, “ I don’t
think it is the correct way. How do you know whether these men work
all the time, if they tell you wrong ? ” He said, “That is a good sug-
gestion.” I said, “I am keeping the time, and hereafter I will give you
a list of the men, and give you their time every Saturday, so you will
know whether these men work on the State House or not.” That is how
he knew I was keeping time.

Q. (By Senator Yerry.) How long was that after you begun ?

A. I think it was the first or second Saturday. If my memory serves
me right I commenced the job on Thursday, and it was either on that—-
no, I think it was the second Saturday.

Q. If I understand you aright, it was your custom—you made a copy
of the time on the book on a slip of paper, and you retained the book
yourself?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you know how many coats of paint the

building had—some rooms had more than others, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir; some had more than others.
Q. From three to five, or two to five ?

A. From two to five.
Q. Some five, you think ?

A. Yes, sir. Some had one coat and some three.
Q. How many did this room have ?

A. Part two, and part three; understand me, when I say two or three
coats of paint, I do not include the patching up; where it was patched
up, some had five or six coats.

Q. You mean, when there was extra patching, you had to patch it
more to bring it up even with the others ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And then give two or three coats, more or less P
A. Yes, sir. My orders were to paint the rooms till they looked to

my satisfaction.
Q. How many do you think that wall had there [pointing to the east

wall] ?

A. It had two, but that end [pointing to the north end] had three.
That, sir [pointing to a defaced part of the wall], was done after the
room was finished, by a ladder, in putting up those curtains; I saw it
after I left the building. That panel had four coats, and should have
two more; it is almost impossible to make paint stay there.

Q. And the sand-papering was done before that; it was rough before
that, or there shouldn’t have been so much sand-papering ?

A. I said there shouldn’t have been a mite of sand-papering, and I
say so now; I think it was slopped over to get it done as soon as pos-
sible.

Q. Don’t you know who did it ?

A. Ido not know. I didn’t do it.
Q. You know it was rough when you came here?
A. It was rough, and I made the remark myself, whenI began on the
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building, that it was a disgrace to the State to keep such a building as this
was.

Q. That wasn’t on account of the painting, was it ?

A. Everything; the manner in which the building was allowed to run
down as it was.

Q. You didn’t have much faith in Mr. Flood’s painting ?

A. It had nothing to do with Mr. Flood’s painting the building. It
was the dilapidated condition of the building.

Q. I thought you meant rushing it along by “ slopping it over ” p
A. It is, generally customary for master workmen, if they take a job

by contract, to get over it, and make as light work as possible. Almost
any mechanic will do that, so far as my experience goes through life.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Do you think that is a general characteristic of
the mechanics of Boston ?

A. I do, sir.
Q. Have you worked for many first-class painters in Boston ?

A. No, sir; I never worked but in two shops in Boston since I was
eighteen years of age; and I now stand here almost fifty-six. I had no
occasion to run from shop to shop to get work.

Q. Were the firms you were employed by of the general character
that you represent,—that their object was to make money without regard
to justice to their employers ?

A. I state now, that my employers wished the work done well. They
never took a contract for work on a house or building. Their contract-
work was altogether on new ships. It was one of the largest firms that
there was at the time in the city of Boston, employing some hundred,
men. All their house-work was done by the day.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) The heft of their work was ship-work ?

A. The heft of it ?

Q. Most of it?
A. I wouldn’t say it is; a good portion of it was.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was that the general characteristic on their ship-

work ?

A. No, sir; but I judge, when I make this statement, from the general
ways of the class of mechanics at the present time, and especially over
in the neighborhood where I live.

Mr. Churchill. This is near the navy yard. [Laughter.]
Mr. McNutt. You don’t mean in Boston P
Senator Verry. That relieves Mr. Paul. [Laughter.],
Mr. Paul. I have not been in that neighborhood, and therefore I don’t

know the custom. I was very much astonished that it was a character-
istic of Boston mechanics—even the painters.

Senator Verry. They try to make all that is possible by the job. [To
witness.] How do they manage by the day—go slow and easy ?

A, I would state, in answer to the gentleman that spoke of the navy
yard, I don’t think it is. The general opinion is, that they do_n’t do any-
thing in the navy yard; whereas, the mechanics in general, try and do
something.
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Q. (By Mr. Paul) Now, I would ask you if you used more than
one time-book on this work ?

A. No, sir, I did not.
Q. Was it a cover similar to that [pointing to a Committee memo-

randum-book] ?

A. It was black, and I think it was thicker than that. I have a book
of the same kind which my wife keeps her cooking receipts in, and if it
is any object for the Committee to see a description of the book I will
bring it here to-morrow, or whenever they wish it.

Q. I was thinking it might be about that wide [pointing to a memo-
randum-book] .

A. I should say it was hardly as wide as that—perhaps half an inch
narrower.

Q. Is there a chance to put the names down on a page like that, or a
name on half a page P That is ruled two ways.

A. It is merely ruled down, so that you can set down the dates, and it
is ruled right across.

Q. Did you write the names all down—John Smith, etc. P
A. I did; yes, sir.
Q. Is your book a little thicker than that ?

A. I should think it is a third thicker than that. You have something
inside of that ?

Q. Nothing but a piece of paper.
A. It makes it a little thicker than it is.
Q. My idea was whether you could put 2,600 days in one of those

books. Your time was 2,600 days ?

Mr. Train. Twenty-three hundred and twenty-five days.
Q, (By Mr. Paul.) Well, 2,300. My object was to learn whether

you had only one book or two ?

A. I had only one book.
Mr. Peirce. I think you were not right; it was 2,325 days for pol-

ishing.
Mr. Paul. That makes 3,000 days in all.
Mr. Peirce. About 3,000.
Mr. Paul. My object was, I thought there must have been more than

one book to contain that number of names. Those .books are ruled so
that you use up a page very fast. [To witness.] All those books are
headed by the month, so' that you have to write in the margin P

A. No, sir. This was not. It was a plain book; no printing in it
whatever.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) A common memorandum-book ?

A. That was what I said; yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) And you marked down the time every day ?

A. I put it down every day.
Q. I only wanted to know if there was a distinct memorandum for

each day—3i|onday, Tuesday, Wednesday, etc. ?

A. It was not headed ; no printing whatever.
Q. Was your stock kept in the same book ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. All in the same book ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. It is very often the custom—I know it was with myself—to keep

those memorandums for the advantage ofknowing afterwards what a job
did cost. I suppose that book would merely show the cost of this work,
and nothing more. I was going to ask you—you paid the men; what
did you pay them, on an average, per day ?

A. Three dollars.
Q. (By Senator Verry.) Were not some of them paid less than |3 ?

A. I don’t know; I had only a certain amount left with me.
Q. Were not some paid $2.75 ?

A. I was about to explain. I had only so much money to go round
amongst the men; the balance Mr. Flood was to pay them when he came
back. When a man had a balance of three or four days I paid him the
whole amount of $3 per day,—that is what I judge from when I say
they all got $3 per day. I know, further, that the men I recommended
for the work gdt $3 per day, because I told him that was what they were
to have.

Q. Do I understand that you paid each man $lB ?

A. No, sir. I had only so much money, distributed, to pay them with.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Broken time ?

A. Broken time, where men worked two, three or four days; but
where they had woi'ked a whole week, I gave them a part, and Mr. Flood
paid the rest when he got home.

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Did you have any arrangement about how
much you should give to each ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you distribute it as you thought best ?

A. I did.
Q, And you didn’t pay any their whole wages ?

A. Except those I have stated.
Q. Those who had worked a portion of the week were paid in full P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And those who worked a full week were paid in part ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, go back to the question I asked before,—whether you know

that some of these men were paid $2.75 a day ?

A. Ido not. In fact, I only know what pay one man got. I could
only swear to what I got myself.

Q. Well, don’t you think that they were paid only $2.76 per day ?

A. Ido not.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. McDonald, did you have charge of the

glass that was put into this building ?

A, I did not.
Q. You saw it. Did you see it—any of it ?

A. Any of it ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I saw some of it.
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Q. What was the quality of that glass—was it plate or common glass ?

A. There were three kinds of glass,—plate, the first quality, German
glass, and ground glass.

Q. About what was the average size of it ?

A. I couldn’t tell, sir.
Q. Would the most of it average in size that in the Senate Chamber?
A. I couldn’t tell.
Q. (By Mr. Suaw.) You spoke of the irregularity of these men—-

some 10, 20, 30 and 36 days. What was the reason of this irregularity—-
were they at work somewhere else ?

A. I presume they were at work somewhere else.
Q. Was there any objection to having them work right along here ?

A. It is always customary with master painters, if they have got men
on a job and another job comes in, if they can spai’e some of the men on
the first job, they will take them off to finish the other.

Q, I know that; but they do not go off and on every day or two ?

A. Not every day or two.
Q. You spoke of the irregularity of the men in your testimony. What

I was getting at was, whether there was any objection that a certain
number of hands should be kept right along on this job?

A. When there was any other ?

Q. Whether there was an}7 objection to keeping a certain number of
hands right along on the job ?

A. No, sir, not that I know of.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty7 .) I would like to ask about that glass. I sup-

pose that half the windows were old-fashioned windows, and were you
always able to get lights of the exact measurement to put in ?

A. No, sir.
Q. In that case you had to buy glass and cut it in ?

A. Yes, sir, and cut it in.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) The labor is not very hard in cutting glass ?

A. No, not in cutting.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) But the cost of the glass is more ?

A. The cost of the glass is more.
Mr. Peirce. But of course you wouldn’t get a much larger size than

is needed.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) There were some quarter-circle windows,

were there not ?

A. There was.
Q. How was that glass obtained ?

A. In square sheets.
Q. That had to be cut ?

A. It had.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) A very large amount is allowed for breakage,

where you are cutting it ?

A. They always break more or less.
Q. About what percentage ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
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Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Were there many of those quarter-circle
windows ?

A. There was quite a number.
Q. Half a dozen ?

A. I should think there was; and more. I couldn’t tell exactly.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Was the glass broken out of all? Did they

all want resetting ?

A. I think about half of them.
Q. And a very large part of them cracked ?

A. The rest were cracked.
Q. So you reset the whole ?

A. That was my orders, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Doherty.) That was where the glass was cracked, I

understand. In your testimony on Wednesday you spoke of twenty-
five hundred weight of lead coming. I got the impression that it was
twenty-five hundred pounds for one load.

A. I said between a ton and twenty-five hundred.
Q. Did you mean that you say that amount, or that a load of that

amount came P
A. A load of that amount came; also a load of French zinc.
Q. About the quality of the stock used here—what was that ?

A, It was the best.
Q. You spoke of ordering stock of a certain man, and having it

weighed down there. When it came up, what means had you of know-
ing what sort of stock it was ?

A. I took his word; and I could judge of the heft, and about how it
looked.

Q. Your experience is such as to enable you to judge?

A. It was.
Q. And by that means you knew that the amount you sent for came ?

A. I supposed it was right, and so charged it.
Q. About the matter of polishing; I want to ask you—you said you

took orders from Mr. Flood and Mr Wiley, and after having received
orders to do polishing, you did what Mr. Tucker suggested was neces-
sary to be done ?

A. Yes, sir; he would tell what rooms he wanted done first.
Q. You spoke of the manner of keeping your time-books; did you

at any time put down the name of any man not at work on the State
House ?

A. No, sir. If a man was taken from the job, his name was
dropped from my book.

Q. (By Mr. Train.) There was a memorandum made on your boqk,
to show the time when he left ?

A. O, no.
Q. His name didn’t appear again ?

A. No, sir. I merely scratched the name off, or dropped it.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You put a mark down opposite each man’s

name?
A. For the day’s work ?
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Q. Yes, sir.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When a man ceased to work, you ceased to put marks against Ms

name P
A. I did.
Q. If a man went away, and was gone a day or two, and then re-

sumed ?

A. I put his name in another place.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Was Mr. Wiley, who was a member of

the sub-committee, in the habit of giving any orders in regard to paint-
ing, or as to where you should go P

A. No, sir.
Q. He gave you no orders ?

A. No, sir. Mr. Tucker, who had charge of cleaning up the rooms,
would come to me and tell me when a room was ready; and when he
said it was ready, I would get into it as soon as I could.

Q. (By Mr. Peikce.) Did you understand this as an order from Mr.
Tucker ?

A. No, sir, I did not.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you go into them as soon as you could

get into them ?

A. As soon as I could spare the men to put in there; as soon as I
could get in there.

[Mr. Train stated to the Committee that he was obliged to be away
for a day or two, and that his assistant, Mr. W. W. Colburn, would take
his place.]

Testimony op Hugh Flood— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Your name is Hugh Flood, I believe?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are the gentleman who did the painting on the State House

in 1874, and whose bill is before the Committee?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you been a painter ?

A. Some— What do you mean, as man and boy ?

Q. Yes; as man and boy.
A. Probably 26 years.
Q. Something has been said about the painting done on the State

House in 1867. I would like to ask the circumstances under which it
was done, and the condition of the work you had to do. I would like to
show the condition of the work in 1867.

A. You mean on contract?
Q. Something has been said about the condition in which you found

the painting in 1874, and about the work having been done roughly in
1867.

A. I will tell you about that. When I signed the first contract on

the State House in 1867, the building was to have been ready for me by
the first of August, or the middle of August; and I presumed it would
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be by the first of September, certainly. I was to have the building ready
for me, when I signed the contract, about the middle of August, or the
first of August, or the first of September. I didn’t get the building
really until about six weeks before the legislature met. Mr. Stone, as
the supervising commissioner with Mr. Washburn, came to me and asked
me, “ What are we going to do? Mr. Adams failed to carry out his con-
tract, and we had to put on a new man. The carpenter has failed to
carry out his contract, and we had to put on a new man there. Now,
what are we going to do ? This work, we know, is some two months, at
least, behind when we promised to give it to you.” “Yes,” said I, “when
can you give it to me ? ” This conversation commenced some time in
October.

Q. You hadn’t commenced painting then?
A. I did some work on the outside, and did some little side-rooms,

but not the main heft of the work. I was compelled to do in about six
weeks work what ought to have taken four months. I did it without re-
gard to sand-papers, because I hadn’t time.

Q. (By Senator Yeret.) Was sand-papering contemplated in the
contract ?

A. It was not contemplated, but I was to do the job as it ought to be
done. There was this query: Whether to paint it over as I could, and
let the legislature meet here, instead of going to Music Hall ? And I
did so. For example: The House of Representatives got three coats
in three consecutive days; you can imagine how it was done. The legis-
lature met one day and the carpets were put down on the previous even-
ing; you can imagine how it was done. When my job was all done, I
think Mr. Stone had a record of it, and I think some allusion has been
made to that by one of the commissioners. I think it was unkind and
unjust, and I think he was talking about things he knew nothing about,
when Mr. Kimball made objections to me, for doing the work at this
time. One of the objections was, that I brought in a bill of some §19,000,
when my contract was for §9,157. That is all so; but if he had said I
had two contracts instead of one, he would have hit it. I think you will
find upon the record that Mr. Stone had an investigation at that time,
and that I was the only contractor that really came here and did what he
agreed to do, and Mr. Washburn said if I had brought in an extra bill
he would have approved it.
. Mr. Doherty. There was no hesitation about it P

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) What Stone is this ?

A. James M. Stone. He was Speaker of the House in 1867.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What were the two contracts ?

A. The legislature of 1867 appropriated §60,000 to do a certain
amount of work according to certain plans presented by Mr, Washburn,
Mr. Pond, now deceased, was appointed on the part of the Senate, and
Mr. Stone on the part of the House, under a Resolve ordering the com-
missioners to do certain things according to the plans prepared by Mr.Washburn. The plans are now in the possession of Mr. Washburn or
the State. They contemplated doing certain things. Mr. Pond thought
there wasn’t money enough to do it with ; Mr. Washburn thought differ-

-14
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ently. When the bids all came in, they found they had a surplus to take
and go on and do certain other repairs. When the bids from several con-
tractors for carpenter-work and mason-work came in, they found that
Mr. Washburn was correct in his estimate as to the cost. Then he
arranged about making alterations in the House of Representatives. But
I will say here that that contract, signed in 1867, was for §9,157, and it
had this proviso at the bottom of it: “ Should the commissionersdecide to
have extra work done, it should be so much for one, two or three coats.”
That was at the bottom of the contract; Mr. Washburn himself put it in,
in case the commissioners should decide to do other work. They did go
on and do other work, and it was measured by Mr. Granger, Sen., and his
son, now living. That measurement came in, and Mr. Washburn was not
satisfied with it, and he wanted to measure it again ; and he spent some
weeks in finding out that his measurementwould tally with Mr. Granger’s.
Then there was a split about the agreement with regard to the frescoing
in the governor’s suite of rooms, and with regard to some other work,
such as signs and other things,—so much a foot for signs. And I think
Mr. Washburn went thoroughly over Mr. Granger’s measurement. Of
course, the contract was for §9,167 ; no question about that. There were
some errors for old sashes in the areas, which took off §3OO from the bill.
There were some old sashes. I presumed that what glass came out of
the old sashes came to me; but Mr. Washburn understood differently,
and for that he took off §3OO. But the bill was approved, and that was
the end of the contract. I have never claimed that in 1867 it was a first-
class job. I want that understood. I think Mr. Washburn’s letter, now
in possession of the attorney-general, would satisfy you about that.

Q. (By Mr. Dohektt.) You were prepared to give a first-class job,
and would have done it, if time had allowed?

A. I would; and if I had got the house at the time they said I should,
I would have had one.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) This second contract—was it for the interior ?

A. It wasn’t so much about the interior part as it was about the
exterior.

Q. But you had a second contract?
A. But the fault about the work didn’t seem so much in the interior as

the exterior. Now, a man don’t want to take stuff and pitch it over the
balustrade, and throw it down there in the dirt You can imagine how
painting would look after such an ordeal as that.

Q. (By Senator Yerrt.) Did I understand that the first contract was
lor §19,000 and the other about §lO,OOO ?

A. No, sir; I said the whole bill was something about §19,000 in round
numbers. I can’t tell exactly, this moment.

Q. The first contract was for §9,157 ?

A. To do a certain amount of work contemplated by the commission-
ers at the start. But they started out, and the bill reached §lB,OOO or
§19,000.

Q. That is what you undertook to explain, and I don’t understand it.
It looks to me to be of some importance. You said complaint was made
here the other day that you had a contract for §9,157, and when the bill
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came in it was $19,000. The fact was, that you had two contracts, one
for 119,000 and the other must be for $lO,OOO ?

A. No, sir; that was so much per yard, including the contracts for
painting.

Q. The other was so much per yard, and the other work ordered by
the commissioners amounted to $10,000?

A. Precisely, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Now, please pass to the work done in 1874,

You were notified that the work on the State House was awarded to you,
and that the work was to be done by the day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What else did Dr. Loring tell you at that time ?

A. He simply asked me to be ready to go to work.
Q. Did he say anything about the terms; that commissions were to be

allowed or disallowed P
A. Not a word.
Q. When was the first time you knew about commissions being dis-

allowed ?

A. Months afterward, when I presented the bill.
Senator Veeey. What is understood by this commission ?

Mr. Doherty. When a contractor makes a contract for work he is
allowed a commission by dealers; he calculates that his time and judg-
ment are worth something.

Mr. Colburn. It means a profit.
Senator Yeery. It isn’t a commission, but a profit.
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir.
Senator Yeery. Let us call things by their right names, then.
Mr. Flood. Have I answered your question ?

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When you take a job of this kind to do by
the day, what is customary among mechanics relative to profit or com-
mission upon stock, in the absence of any agreement ?

A. In the absence of any agreement I have charged them not less
than a shilling a pound for lead, 25 cents for mixing colors, and oil at
the rate of $1.25 a gallon, and $4 for labor. That includes my own
superintendence.

Q. Is that the general usage of the trade, to charge an advance on
the cost price of the stock ?

A. Always.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You mean to say that this is so much

advance on the cost of the stock, so much profit ?

A. I mean that if a man had only a profit on labor alone, he could
not live. He must have a profit on his stock. There is no charge for
commission in this bill.

Q. He does mean that the sums named on the stock were the prices
paid ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr, Yeery, And he means that, usually, if you paid 11J or 11£ cents

a pound for lead, you should charge a shilling.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And for oil you chai’ged $1.25 a gallon?
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A. There were two or three kinds ofoil. There is oil you can buy for
five or seven cents cheaper.

Q (By Mr. Peirce.) You have reference to one class or all classes
of jobs, whether large or small ?

A. It has been my custom in all jobs, in the absence of any agree-
ment.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Now come to this job; who was your fore-
man here ?

A. Mr. McDonald.
Q. What other foreman did you have ?

A. That I had at that time in my employ ?

Q. About this work ?

A. I had no other foreman about this work. There were parts of this
work connected with this building that was done in my shop.

Q. You had foremen there ?

A. Yes, sir; the man who was foreman really of the shop.
Q. What was his name ?

.

A. Richard Newell.
Q. Where is he now ? Can you tell us ?

A. I hope he is in heaven; he is dead.
The Chairman. You wish he was?
Mr. Colburn. We can’t take his deposition.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When did he die P
A. I think about the first week in February.
Q. This present year ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the custom about keeping time in the shop; as Mr.

McDonald has told about it ?

A. He always kept it.
Q. In what way ?

A. Well, he used to keep it on a slate, and from that upon a mem-
orandum.

Q. On what were the memoranda kept on this work ?

A. It was kept—there wasn’t a great deal of it compared with the
principal job—it was kept on one of those large tablets, something
probably almost as large as that.

Q. You mean, what kind of a tablet ?

A. I mean one of those that you take off a leaf.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) They were pasted together ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You mean he had a large one about the size

of that paper ?

A. Yes, sir; and when any labor was done in the shop,—for example,
all the new sashes, and the glazing and painting of blinds connected
with this building, were done in the shop,—that kind of matter was kept
by Mr. Newell.

Q, If I understand you, the stock that went from the shop,—there
was a memorandumkept there ?

A. But not charged there.
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Q, Simply a memorandum there ?

A. But not charged there, because I found out that Mr. McDonald,
when he reported to me, would put the charge in his book.

Q, But a memorandum of it was kept at the shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And when glazing and painting were done at the shop, Mr. Newell

wouldkeep the time.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What other work was done at the shop ?

A. The inside blinds.
Q. The time was kept upon that at the shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. McDonald testifies as to the time-book he had ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And he passed it to you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you caused any transcript to be made of that pass-book and

memoranda ?

A, I have, sir.
Q. By whom was that made ?

A. By a copyist of mine, or by a copyist whom I occasionally em-
ployed.

Q. When was it made ?

A. It was commenced about the middle of December, and was ended
when the job was ended.

Q. I will ask you to look at that book and say if it is the one [point-
ing to a book on the table],

A. This is the book, sir.
Q. That contains a transcript of the pass-book and memoranda,

does it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where are that pass-book and memoranda, do you know ?

A, I don’t know, sir.
Q. When did you last see them, and under what circumstances did

you see them ?

A. I went to Washington about the end of January, and I left them
after I was very sure I had a transcript of them, and after going Over the
books myself. I left them with a lot of other memorandums as I have in
past years I haven’t been able to find them since, and I looked for them
because Mr. McDonald had one or two private matters that he wanted to
get.

Senator Terry. Is that book to be used in evidence ?

Mr. Doherty. Yes, sir. [To Witness.] Mr. McDonald was very
anxious to get this memorandum of yours ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You looked for that memorandum and could not find it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And have since ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And looked in every place you had reason to suppose it would be ?

A. I was very particular about looking for it.
Q. You left it in your office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Positive in your recollection P
A. Yes, sir. »

Q. And looked among your other papers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q And have you been able to find it?
A. I have not. I would say that every memorandum, after I got the

book and made the memorandum, was invariably torn up.
Q. And having made the transcript in your book you was not so par-

ticular as you would be with a memorandum. You didn’t suppose it was
necessary to keep them ?

A. Not at all, sir.
Q. Did you make any comparison with this pass-book and the mem-

oranda you have got here P
A. I did, sir.
Q. How did you find it ?

A. Except some odd errors, I found it to be accurate.
Q. State about the odd errors?
A. For example, we found an error in “ staining and washing in

shop.” It was found, “ staining glass in shop.” Such an error as that
didn’t affect the bill at all.

Q. I suppose that would be owing to the changing of the mem-
orandum ?

A. It would be this: I nor my foreman didn’t sometimes write very
distinctly. There would be so much glass, and the natural inference
would be stained glass; and in making out the bill, he would know what
it meant.

Q. I believe there was a mistake about some gold-leaf; state what
that was ?

A. I think the copyist made out the bill, and I presented it to the
Committee in January—very early in January, I believe. There were
one or two items there showing clerical errors; one, “12 books of gold-
leaf, $60.” That was read to me as a terrible charge for gold-leaf; but
it ought to have been 120 books, at 50 cents each. I was asked what I
charged for gold-leaf, and Mr. Kimball said I had charged $5 a book. I
looked at it, and said it should be 120 books, at 60 cents each.

Q. Do you know how much gold-leaf was used ?

A. Only by the report of the man who put it on. It was used for
work on the Senate Chamber, and in another chamber; and some of it,
I think, was used on the eagle. The eagle is a great deal larger down
than up.

Q. That is, it looks larger when down than it does when it is up ?

A. Yes; there were some bad finger-marks upon it, and they had to
be patched up.

Q. Would 120books of gold-leaf be too much for this work ?

A. For which work?
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Q. For the gilding ?

A. I don’t know; it would depend upon the amount of draught there
was in the room.

Q. Would 12 books do that amount of gilding?
A. 0, no sir; that is not discussible.
Q. So that was a clerical error P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. The report was 120 books ?

A. That is it, sir; yes, sir.
Q. About how many men did you employ last year, Mr. Flood, in all ?

A. I had all the way, sir—what do you mean, everywhere that I was
superintending—all ?

Q. Yes, sir ?

A. I presume I had, at diiferent times, 150 or 160, at times.
Q. Your attention would be required at different places ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What other places would you have contracts on at the time you

were doing this work on the State House ?

A. Well, I had a contract at Washington.
Q. Other places ? Please tell us.
A. I was working on the “Pavilion ” estate, as I did their work, and

have done it for years.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Where is that ?

A. The “ Pavilion” estate is 57 Tremont Street.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Corner of Tremont and’School Streets ?

A. No, sir; at the corner of Beacon and Tremont Streets, next to the
“ Albion.”

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What other buildings ?

A. At the Post-Office.
Q. So you had in all, at that time, a pretty large number of men

employed P
A. Yes, sir; quite a large number.
Q. About keeping the time on the jobs of yours—you are obliged, as

every other large contractor is, to rely on your foremen ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you any reason to suppose that the time was not correctly

kept here on the State House ?

A. I have not, sir.
Q. Have you any reason to suppose that the time was not correctly

kept at your shop ?

A. I have not, sir.
Q. You know something about the nature of the work which was

done at your shop, and about how much time it would take to do it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Newell was a competent man ?

A. He was, sir.
Q. McDonald was a competent man ?

A. He was, sir.
Q. And a reliable man ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. McDonald came to you, I believe, on the recommendation of Mr.

Wiley, one of the commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir, he did.
Q. And he says he regarded himself, practically, foreman for the

commission ?

A. Yes, sir; that was so. I will answer that question by saying thatI
have known Mr. McDonald for years; have known him to be foreman of
a shop which had done a largo amount of business; and was myself cog-
nizant of the fact that he was competent, or I would not have put him
here. I question very much whether I would have done so, even if asked
by Mr. Wiley.

Q. Mr. Wiley being one of the commissioners, and knowing him,
you felt you would be safe in putting him on, knowing he would keep
the time correctly ?

A. Yes, sir; he was a very accurate and correct man,

Q. His duty was to keep the time, and to keep the account of stock ?

A. Yes, sir; that is part of a foreman’s duty, to keep an account of
the time and stock, and look after the men.

Q. About stock going to Mr. Wiley’s and other places, what do you
know of that, sir?

A. I simply know the circumstance, and it really had escaped my
memory until McDonald mentioned it yesterday. Ido remember coming
here, and McDonald stating what he has stated here to the Committee,
and I was very emphatic in telling him not to do that thing again.

Q. Did men ever go from this place to work on the house of Senator
Wiley, or any other place, where the State was charged for their time P

A. Well, I think Mr. McDonald has testified to that. I cannot tell
that.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You cannot tell of your own knowledge ?

A. I cannot. I trusted the job to him.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Have you any knowledge of it; any reason

to believe it was so ?

A. No, sir, I have not.
Q. If it was done, it was done without your knowledge?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the only thing you know about stock being taken from here

,was a gallon of shellac and a gallon of alcohol ?

A. Yes, sir; that was all.
Q. And you informed McDonald, when he reported that fact to you,

that it must not be done again under any circumstances ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And, so far as you know, none went, with that single exception ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You have looked over that book, you say, very accurately, and this

bill also—some reduction has been made in this bill which is here ?

A. There is some; this bill, I might say, sir, is in my handwriting.
Q. That bill is in your handwriting ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. From what was that bill made P
A. That hill was made from the other bill and that book, by me.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) That is the other bill ?

A. That is the bill which was first submitted, which was in the hand-
writing of the book-keeper, or copyist, and there were some errors in it,
and in order to rectify these errors I thought I would go through the bill
myself; the amount was the same.

Q. What has become of the other bill ?

A. I think I can find it, sir.
Q. Who made the other bill ?

A. The lady that copied that book; the lady that took a transcript
from the time-book and from the memoranda in it and made a bill out
from it.

Q. That was the bill which was submitted to the commissioners
which had these extra charges ?

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Sanford asked m§ if I charged $5 a day for polishers.
I told him I did, outside; and he said, “How is it; I find f 5 a day for
polishers here ? ” and I said it was a mistake, and that I told my copyist,
or gave her a list of how to charge for stock and nothing for labor, and
one of them was ft for polishers, and if it is fo it is a dollar too much.
I was not aware there was §5 charged, for I hadn’t gone through the bill
very accurately.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Was that original bill the one which was
given to Mr. Stickney to look over, or was this the bill which was given
him ?

A. I think they were both ; I think this is the bill which Mr. Stickney
looked over and kept for some time, and then sent for me and wanted to
know about glass and other things, and I told him what I had charged
the State for glass. I told him I had charged the State 10 per cent,
profit, and he spoke of Mr. Kimball’s stating about the glass being very
much too high. I went and got—that was before I made a transcript
from the old bill to that one—a glass price-list down at Hills, Turner &

Harmon’s, one of the places where I am in the habit of purchasing glass,
and from that price-list I asked them just this question—asked Mr.
Turner, one of the firm—“ What will be a low price to charge the Com-
monwealth for glass; I have put on 10 per cent, on your glass-list, is that
too much P ” He said, “ I think it is.” “Well,” said I, “ what would you
supply it for? ” “ Well,” said he, “ if I was going to supply the Common-
wealth with glass, I don’tknow but that I should take off 30 per cent, from
our price-list.” I said, “ Enough said; I shall make out the bill from the
original”; and on the basis of that price-list of Hills, Turner & Harmon
I took off 30 per cent on double-thick German; on the list for plate-
glass there is no reduction. I would say, in passing, there is no discount
from the list; you cannot get it; I cannot; but that bill is made out 30
per cent, from the price-list of the glass-stores, and I think the commis-
sion had, and perhaps the Committee have, the list which I left with them,
so that they can verify the bill with the list. I presume Mr. Stickney
did so.

Q. (By Mr. Collins,) You left the list with the commissioners P
15
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Well, both of your bills were left with the

commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And Mr. Stickney, you think, saw both of them ?

A. I know he did; lam sure he did; I say “ I know he did,” but I
am very sure he did.

Q- (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Flood, did you ever have a price-list sent
you where you had 50 per cent, made on glass ?

A. I never did,
Q. Did you ever see one ?

A. I never could buy glass at that price.
Q. Did you ever see one ?

A. I never have.
Q. Well, then, you have not seen all other people have, sir?

. A. Well, perhaps that is very likely.
Q (By Mr. Doherty.) The charges for stock which you have ren-

dered here are according to cost, in this bill ?

A. I think some of them are not according to cost.
Q. Well, what charges are there not according to cost ?

A. Well, I don’t think color at 20 cents per pound, is perhaps the
actual cost; I have never figured it out exactly.

Q. What I mean, is this according to the standard price ?

A. I think below the standard price.
Q. (By Mr. Yerbt.) Mr. Flood, the stock that was used here upon

the State House, was it all bought for the State House, or had you got
stock on hand and you took whatever you might need for any particular
place from your shop and sent it to it ?

A. I always keep a very large amount of stock on hand,

Q, Now, when you sent stock here, did you in some instances send it
from your own stock, or did you buy it for this place ?

A. I sent a great deal of it from my own stock.
Q. Well, whenever you sent whatever it may have been—to illustrate,

a cask of lead, or a barrel of oil—you charged it upon a book at your
place of business?

A. That from the shop ?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir; but my foremen here did whenever they came up.
Q. You charged it upon your book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, where is that book upon which you made those charges ?

A. I charged them from the memorandum which was made by my
foreman.

Q. But you charged it on a book, in which it was kept in a permanent
form?

A. Yes, sir; on these tablets; that was the permanent form.

Q. They were not permanent ?

A. They were, for they were put in my safe every night.
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Q. Do you mean to say you had no charge of the stuff that went from
your shop except what was on those tablets ?

A. I mean to say just that, sir.
Q. You mean to say you had no book on which it was put ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That account kept by Mr. McDonald and the tablets are both lost ?

A. Yes, sir; they cannot be found; that is very clear.
Mr. Collins. He has testified that there was a memorandum made of

the goods that came from his shop, and they were charged here.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Was there a memorandum made at the shop,

whenever any material was sent from the shop, on those tablets, and
when the stuff got here Mr. McDonald made a memorandum of it on his
books; that was the way of it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You sent no bill to McDonald ?

A. 0, no, sir.
Q. He took it from the card ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever compare these tablets with this memorandum-book ?

A, I have, sir.
Q. Did it yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you do it?
A. About the close of the job, the last of December.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) On your bill, was this stock charged for more

than once ?

A. 0, it could not be, sir; how could that be ?

Q. You made a comparison of your memoranda and of the charges of
the stuff at the shop, and of the pass-pook kept by your foreman, Mr.
McDonald ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And then they were posted on to the book, and in no case that you

know of stock was charged for twice ?

A. I don’t see how it could be.
Q. You know, from your own examination, that that was not the

fact?
A. I know it could not have been possible.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) You keep books, Mr. Flood?
A. Not very much.
Q. Know the amount of business you do in the course of a year ?

A. O, yes.
Q. What does it amount to ?

A. That is another thing; I could not tell you.
Q. About ? 100,000?
A. I find out at the end of the year how I have done, financially, by

how I stood the year previous.
Q. But you dokeep books, don’t you?
A. I did keep a book.
Q. You have got one of them here, but there is nothing on it?
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A. There is nothing on it except that account.
Q. You don’t keep a book for every job you get?
A. No, sir.
Q. Don’t you keep a bank account?
A. I do, sir; after a great while I have done that.
Q. Don’t you keep a cash account?

A. I don’t.
Q. Don’t you keep a time account ?

A. I keep a time account as reported to me by the men.
Q. Where do you keep that ?

A. I keep it the same as McDonald has stated; when Saturday nightcomes, and any man wants to know how much he has worked, I put it on
a memorandum, and when I pay them there is an end of it,

Q. Have you a book-keeper ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Never had a book-keeper ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do your own book-keeping, what is done ?

A. Yes, sir; most of it is done in my own skull.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Are you a book-keeper?
A. No, sir.
Q. What do you know about book-keeping?
A. I don’t know anything about it; nothing more than if you wanted

a sign painted—
Q. (By Mr. Veket) You don’t understand double entry, it is evi-

dent? In some of the cases to-day he swears this has not been charged
twice.

A, If you wanted a sign painted, I should make a memorandum ofit,
and send you the bill.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) I understand you to say—you speak about
your cash accounts—all you know is, at the end of the year, just how
much you have got?

A. Exactly.
Q. You cannot tell how much you have made in the year?
A. No, sir, I cannot; if I had $lO,OOO at the end of 1873, and $15,000

at the end of 1871,1 know I have made $5,000, if my debts are paid.
Q. You cannot really tell how much,you have made in your business,

but you can only tell how much you are ahead ?

A. Yes, that is exactly it. A year ago I painted a block of houses for
Messrs. Fox & Studley, and have never made a memorandum of them;
I agreed to do them for so much a house, and they gave me a check for it.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Can you give me the date of the payment
of Dr. Loring’s bill on his house, of $BO ?

A. I cannot.
Q. Can you give it to me to-morrow ?

A. I think it is very likely I can.
Q. Will you give it ?

A. I will, if you say so.
Q. I should like to have it ?
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A. Very well, I will have it.
Mr. Doherty. I don’t know how far that is competent; I don’t know

that it should be gone into; I want to submit to the Committee how far
we shall go into the matters outside of the State House ?

Mr, Colburn. It is simply the date of it that is inquired about.
Mr. Doherty. How far shall we go into matters outside of the State

House ?

Mr. Peirce. Upon the same principle that you go back to a contract
in 1867.

Mr. Churchill. Mr. Flood can give the answer or not, just as he
pleases. I only ask the question.

Mr. Flood. I shall be very happy to, if I can give it.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Now, Mr. Flood, I believe you charged

203 days with polishers, didn’t you P
A. Whatever is charged in the books, is there.
Q. Well, from whom did you receive the orders to do the polishing?
A. I think that I received the order for doing the polishing,—l think,

now, if my memory serves me right, I will answer it in this way: my
foreman asked me about the desks and chairs, and as Mr. Kimball and
Mr. Wiley were here very frequently, a great deal more frequently than
I was, he asked me about it, and I told him, “I cannot give you any
answer; my judgment is, that in past years, it has been done by the ser-
geant-at-arms, and I have nothing to say about it now; you had better
ask some of the commission; ” and when I came, perhaps a day or two
afterwards, he told me that the orders were to go and do everything that
should be done ; I think he got it from Mr. Wiley.

Q. Who got it ?

A. My foreman.
Q. He says you gave it.
A. My judgment is, I say, that he got it; there were no orders given;

there was nothing definite. Major Morissey was not here. I will not be
very clear upon that point, but he told me that Mr. Wiley had said to go
on and finish up everything as it should be done.

Q. Major Morissey says he gave the orders to do the polishing; your
foreman says he gave no orders ?

A. Pardon me; will you repeat that ?

Q. Major Morissey says he gave the orders to do the polishing ?

A. To wdiom, sir ?

Q. That is what I want to find out ? Now, the foreman said he took
no orders except from yourself; how was the polishing done ?

A. Now you bring up Major Morissey, I think I remember something
of coming up here one day and meeting Mr. Tucker, and Mr. Tucker
told me that they were going to finish everything right up in the job as it
was going on; that the commission had said so, and I think I went down
—I cannot be very clear about that—and told Mr, McDonald to go ahead,
and in conversation afterwards I certainly gleaned from Mr. Wiley and
Dr. Loring that it was intended that we should put the State House in a
respectable condition.

Q. Did you get any orders to do the polishing ?
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A. Certainly I got orders, or we should not have done it.
Q. From whom ?

A. I cannot at this moment tell you; am certain we got it, and the
reason why I must have got it was that I should not have done it if we
didn’t.

Q. Did you ever do the polishing before ?

A. Never.
Q, Has it been done by painters before, to your knowledge ?

A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. The bill amounts, I think, to $ 1,000 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know the price which has been paid for polishing this fur-

niture before ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. How much more surface was polished this time than has ever been

done before—do you know ?

A. That I don’t know.
Q. Well, it is probably the same as has been polished in times past?
A. That I cannot tell you, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) About what time do you say this transcript was

taken off, Mr. Flood ?

A. It was commenced about the middle of December.
Q. What time did you go to Washington ?

A. About the end of January.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What condition did you find the State House,

Mr. Flood, when you came to work upon it ?

A. I think it was in very bad condition, very bad.
Q. How was it when you left it ?

A. I think it was about as good a job as could be done; I don’t think
there can be any better job done.

Q. How about materials used here ?

A. What do you mean, sir ?

Q. The quality of the stock.
A. I got the very best things I could buy, and had about as good stock

as could be bought in my own store.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Mr. Flood, you say you have done some work

by contract ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is that the usual custom, that has been spoken of here, that paint-

ers, when they do work by contract, go over it in a rough-shod way ?

A. I don’t know whether that is the usual custom or not.
Q. Your foreman testified so ?

A. What do you mean “in a rough-shod way ” P
Q. That is the phrase he used; whether that is the regular custom in

a contract job?

A. It is according to the man’s reputation which he has got.
Q, Well, didn’t he say so ?

A. I think he qualified it afterwards by saying that it was the general
custom in certain vicinities.
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Q. I believe he did. Do you tell your men when they go on to a job
whether you work on a contract or not ?

A. I don’t; I may tell them, “ Here is a job I have got very low, and I
want you to work hard upon it.”

Q. But not as a general rule ?

A. I don’t communicate my business to my men.

Q. To your foreman ?

A. I tell my foreman.
Q. Do you request him to notify the men ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When work is done by the day, I suppose

the men generally do it better, or take more time to do it, don’t they ?

A. Well, yes, I think they will.
Q. Well, isn’t it the purpose ofmen in having their work done by the

day to have a better job done than if done by contract?
A. To have more care taken, perhaps; not better stock; but to have

more care taken in rubbing down, etc.
Q. This bill ofyours has been before the commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have had interviews with them about the bill P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have heard their suggestions and made deductions accordingly in

the bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Explained to them, as well as you could, what the facts were

inquired of in the bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, the charge for labor,—is $4 a fair price ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And is the usual price for painters on workof this kind, work done

by the day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) The painters you had on this building, were

they all $3 men, or were some of them for less price ?

A. I think, sir, there were two or three of them that, for the consider-
ation of a longer job, worked for something less.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) It is your custom, I believe, Mr. Flood ; you
had what you call “ yearly men,” whom you made a contract with for a
year ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. State what that contract was ?

A. I agreed to give them so much a week, work or no work; am sorry
to say I made a contract of that kind a year ago.

Q. You made a contract with men to pay them so much a day, work
or not?

A. Yes, sir; holidays, and everything of that kind, included. If a
man was sick, I would not dock him for a day or two days; if he is
working by the day he only gets what he actually works.

Q. So some of the men,—theiraverage might be more than f 3 a day ?
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A. I think I have got some now whose average is a great deal over
$3 a day.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Why should his customers pay for that ?

A. My customers don’t pay for it; it is a superior class of help, where
I would have to hire them by the year. It is simply to have a number of
men in hand; if a man comes in and wants me to go and look at his
store and see what I will paint it for, I go and look at the store, and say,
“ I will paint it for so many dollars,” and it is very convenient for a man
to have half a dozen men in a hurry, as any mechanic will know, and
it is useful to have half a dozen men in case of an emergency.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Now, then, what does that profit include?
A. The profit includes my own superintendence, as much as I can

give to the work, tools, brushes, ladders, and all other things.
Q. (By the Chairman.) And your rents ?

A. Of course, my rents ofmy place of business.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What about the wear and tear of brushes

and other tools on the work ?

A. Well, I think it is not too much to say that what tools are lost and
stolen and worn out will certainly average 60 cents a day. Talking
about brushes; now you pay all the way from $22 to $23 a dozen

Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Do I understand you, 50 cents per day ?

A. It will amount, sir, to that; you take it as a job all straight through
what tools are lost and what dusters and other things are stolen: I think
the brushes themselves will average on a job that is a rough one, I think
they will average 85 cents or 40 cents.

Q. A job like this for instance P
A. I think they certainly will on a job like this.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What difficulties did you have about paint-

ing this State House as above ordinary buildings P
A. I don’t know that I quite understand you.
Q, As to the condition ?

A. O, the condition; well, the condition of the building has been
stated to-day; it was certainly in a very bad condition; my orders from
the commission were to put it in just as good a state as I could.

Q. Would it be fair, Mr. Flood, to estimate the value of your work by
measurement ?

A. No, sir; it would not.
Q. Why not, sir ?

A. Well, for the very same reason that men will do work a little more
carefully by the day, and if I had gone in and told the men “ Here is a
job by yard-work, and it is going to be measured afterwards,” or told my
foreman, the men would have worked just the same as on a contract; if
it was in reality a contract, they would work a little more rapidly. I think
the men worked very faithfully; but I do think that if I had said I would
have painted the inside for so much money, they would have got over

things a good deal easier, and it would not have been so well done,

Q. Do you think, with the State House as it is now, that any one could
form an estimate of the cost of painting it by measurement ?

A. They could not, sir; they might come to an approximation.
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I would like to ask, right there, if you could not
fix the value of this work by the yard ? What would you say would be
a good price, per yard, for painting such a job as this house ?

A. I don’t think you could get at it, Mr. Paul.
Q. I mean, to be liberal P
A. Well, I don’t see how you could get at it very well, because the

walls were all broken and patched up. You could go into an ordinary
building, and say this is worth 20 cents, 30 cents, or 35 cents a yard;
but such a building as this is, I should have refused to have given a bid
for it, if asked by the commission to put in a bid per yard on it. I
should have refused to touch it.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Did you do the patching yourself?
A. No, sir.
Q. I don’t mean with your own hands, but I mean, did the masons do

the patching, or did you do it ?

A. I am speaking now of places where masons would not have
worked, around the wood-work, etc.; I cannot conceive how, in the
House of Representatives and Doric Hall, people could measure it, when
it took a man a day to cut out the base of a rotten column and putting
in wood and putty; don’t see how you could measure it at all.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) The polishing, in 1871, of all the work
which was to be polished, is 65J days, at |4 a day=r|222; in 1872, pol-
ishing67 days, at §4 a day —§22B; in 1873, 41 days, at |4=|l64. Your
bill is 203 days, at $5 a day—

Mr. Doherty. Four dollars a day.
Mr. Churchill. Afterwards corrected to §4. Can you explain—can

you tell me anything about the difference in regard to this price—this is
from the auditor’s, because I took it direct—for all the polishing of the
furniture ?

A. Well, sir, I cannot take it in the same way that I would take
work; there is one thing in simply giving work a coat of shellac and
leaving it there, and there is another thing in taking and cleaning off that
work and preparing it for the polishers.

Q. This was done by good polishers—furniture dealers; Sidney
Squires was one of them; Brooks another; I only want to know if there is
any explanation ?

A. Well, the explanation is just this: you remember at the time you
speak of that the chairs and a good many of the tallies and desks
were new; now when desks and tables and book-cases and those kind
of things are new, to take and clean them up every year is not very
much of a job.

Q. Is not new work of this kind rather harder to polish and fix up
than old ?

A. When I speak of things, I mean chairs which were delivered here
finished, as they were in 1868 and in 1869 or in 1870; it would not be
much of a job to put them in order.

Q. This is 1873, $164?
A. Even then it would be one thing for Major Morissey to talk and

16
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como in and say, “ I want the desks cleaned up and shellacked and
rubbed up,” and another to say, “ I want this work thoroughly polished.”

Q. But who gave that order for the furniture to be thoroughly pol-
ished ?

A, I did all of the polishing here.
Q. Who gave those orders ?

A. I got the orders from the commission.
Q- That is just what I want to get at; who gave those orders?
A. 1. think it was the general feeling of the commission; I think Mr.

Kimball wanted the work thoroughly done; he didn’t want anything
shirked.

Q. Polishing work is not painters’ work usually?
A, Not usually; I question if there is a paint-shop in Boston that

keeps polishers.
Q. In regard to the surface of polishing—how much was it, whether

it corresponded with what was done in previous years; I understand all
the polishing was done in 1873, 1872 and 1871—now I want toknow the
difference, if there is any difference ?

A. The difference is in the state of the work. You take this desk,
now, that I am standing by and you are sitting around ; to take and polish
this up would be a very small job ; but let that desk be dirty, let it have a
year or two years’ wear, and the preparation to get it ready for polishing
would be more than the polishing itself.

Q. Well, I presume that would be the same for 1871, 1872, or 1873 ?

A. I don’t know how well it was done then; I didn’t do it.
Mr. Collins. There was a great deal of dirty work here this year.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Would there be any trouble in getting the

contents of the yards in this building ?

A. Of this work, sir ?

Q. Of the building which you painted ?

A. 1 think there would be considerable trouble to get the yards; you
would have to jump a good deal of it.

Q. Well, you could point out the rooms and places where you painted ?

A. You could get the yards by putting stages up to it, no doubt, but
you would have to make a liberal allowance for places where it would
not be fair to measure by the yard.

Q. The surveyor understands that ?

A. I presume so, sir; I say it for what it is worth; I don’t think it
would be fair for you to come and ask me to paint your house by the day,
do it as well as it could be done, and for me to send my foreman there,
and he would tell me difficulties which he had to contend against, of its
being in a filthy state, moving carpets, etc., and then in four or five min-
utes after it was done for you to say, “ Isn’t it just as fair to measure
this ? ” I don’t think it would be a fair or just way to put it. I think
the fair way would be to say in the beginning, “Here, you paint this
house. I may want it measured afterwards. I reserve to myself the
right of measuring it.”

Q. (By Mr. Veery.) Don’t you think it would be fair for me, if you
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had painted my house per day, to ask you to bring your time-book, and
not to bring any account such as you have got here ?

A. I think it would be a very fair question to ask; but if I bring you
an account which, so far as it can possibly be known, is a correct one, and
tell you, “That is a correct account,” would not that be satisfactory ?

Q. You don’t know yourself whether this is correct or not; that is the
difficulty about it; but if you knew something about it, it might amount
to something; but you don’t.

A. It would be absolutely impossible for me to know it was correct,
and all I simply know is, that it is a transcript of accounts kept by the
foremen at each end,—the foreman down at the shop, and the foreman
who was here.

Q. But if you had kept the original account, it would have saved the
trouble of copying it off?

A. I wish, sir, I had; ifI had known there was going to be an invest!
gation I should have kept it.

Q. There was some trouble about some papers which were lost before,
wasn’t there P

A. But different motives actuate different men in getting up a row; I
suppose I shall learn wisdom by experience.

Q. A man who has done $50,000 worth of business a year ought to
have had wisdom enough to keep his accounts P

A. I can safely say, I don’t know of any man in Boston who has done
as much business as I have, who has had so little trouble; I never sued a
man, and have never been sued. I have put accounts into the hands of
a collector for small amounts.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) I see the name of Flood mentioned in connection
with the post-office—are you the man ?

A. lam the same man.
Q. You say you have not had any trouble ?

A. I don’t know that lam in trouble now.
Mr. Shaw. I don’t say there is any trouble, but I have heard a good

deal of talk about it.
Q (By Mr. Peirce.) This time-book which was kept here,—were

there any other matters on that book, or only those which referred to this
State House ?

A. There were a few private matters,—a matter connected with
McDonald,—that was the reason of my anxiety to find it; McDonald came
to me for it, and I told him I could not find it; he asked me for it after I
came hack from Washington ; he hadn’t been doing anything since T left
here, about my time-book, and I believed it was in the store, and I said,
“ I guess I can find it”; he said “Don’t let it be lost; that is all; there
are two or three matters of my own that don’t amount to anything on
it, but I would like to get it ”

Q Did they have reference to this State House ?

A. No, sir; no reference at all
Q (By Mr Yeert ) But the book itself contains every dollar ex-

pended and every dime furnished on this State House all the time ?

A. No, sir; I didn’t so state it.
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Q. Iso understood it,
A. I stated this: the glazing was done in the shop, as was also the

painting of the blinds.
Q. Well, everything except what was done in the shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. Well, I remember now you did say so.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Is that a transcript from the time-book ?

A. Yes, sir; errors excepted, of course; there were some errors cor-
rected there.

Q. This was made by the lady referred to ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did she have this book also ?

A. No, sir; she copied it off, and after she did so I examined it.
Q. When did she finish it?
A. I should judge, the first week in January, immediately after she

made the transcript from that book to that; then she made the bill; that
bill I gave into the commission, I think, the first week in January.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) This bill is that bill corrected ?

A. Yes, sir; that is made in my own handwriting.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) When do you remember the last time of seeing

it?
A. The last time I remember, seeing it—and I am not very clear

about that—was in hunting over some of the papers in my desk the night
I went to Washington; perhaps I put them in the waste-paper basket, the
same as I do with other memorandums

Q. But you would not have put a book of that kind in the waste-paper
basket; you are too much of a business man for that P

A, 0, no, sir; I should not.

Q. I should have thought you would have kept that book until you
had got the last dollar of your bill ?

A. But I supposed I had a faithful transcript of it; that is the differ-
ence.

Q. (By the Chairman.) What do you suppose has become of that
book ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. What is your idea ?

A. My idea is it has been torn up.
Q. Who has torn it up ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. AVho had access to your papers to tear it up ?

A. When I left, I usually left the key of my office with my foreman ?

Q. Would lie tear that up P
A. I think a memorandum of that kind he would just as likely pitch

it into the stove ; but I cannot tell. I made frequent inquiry about it.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) The first entry in your book here is under the
date of August 26 ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. There are seven different items under this date,—6 days’ work,

$2l; 1 day foreman, $5 ; 2 gallons shellac, flO ; 8 pounds soda, 40 cents;
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2 quires sand-paper, 50 cents; 5 pounds whiting, f 1; and 5 gallons oil, $5.
Now, there are those seven items put down here upon this book, in the
handwriting of this young lady, I presume ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you say that she got those items from Mr. McDonald’s book P
A. I do, sir.
Q. Every one of them P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, how would Mr. McDonald know that that team

cost a dollar, and put it down o.n his book a dollar for teaming ?

A. Well, I will answer that; it was my own team, that includes a man.

Q. Why would Mr. McDonald charge teaming a dollar; whywouldn’t
he put it down $2, $4, or50 cents ?

A, Simply because he had asked me what would be a fair price to
charge for teaming.

Q. When did he ask you ?

A. He asked me at the beginning of the job, and certainly it was
worth a dollar to bring stock up here.

Q. You remember his asking you that ?

A. I do, sir.
Q. Now, the next entry is on August 27,—10 gallons spirits, $5.50;

26 pounds putty, $1.50 ; 4 day’s work, fl 6 ; 1 foreman, $5 ; 4 gallons oil,
$4; 1 gallon Japan, $2.50; and a number of lights of glass—where did
that come from ?

A, The glass ?

Q, The whole of that under date of August 27 ?

A. From my store, I presume.
Q No, I don’t ask where the stuff came from, but where did the

information come from which enabled this young lady to put that on this
book ?

A. From this book of his.
Q. That all came from his book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are sure about that?
A. Yes, sir. I don’t know where else she should get it.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Right there I would like you to ask him, Mr.

Terry, the question how Mr. McDonald knew the price of that tub of
putty ?

A. I said in the beginning that I gave to the copyist a price to charge
for all stock in copying it from this book of Mr. McDonald’s and from
the memoranda which my foreman in the shop kept; I gave her a price
to charge generally.

Q. (By Mr, Terry.) Did you stand over her when she put this down
here ?

A. No, sir, I didn’t, because it was upon figures.
Q. And you were not with her ?

A, No, sir.
Q. How much ought she have charged for a tub of putty ?

A. What do you mean, in the lump ?
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Q. The item I put down just as it reads here.
A. I charge all putty six cents.
Q. Here is a tub of putty, how much ought she have charged for it ?

A. Six cents.
Q. How many pounds of putty are there in a tub of putty ?

A. That is all owing to the size of the tub.
Q. Well, how could she tell the size of the tub P
A. Well, it would be figured out on the memorandum-book.
Q. Take this one item : she has got that memorandum-book; of course

she copied it exactly; now, I understand yo.u to say the price is not down
on the memorandum-book ?

A. No, sir.
Q. The article is there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are not with her; she has got the memorandum-book; she

finds there “ one tub of putty ”; now, how is she to fix the price of the
tub of putty ?

A, I don’t know, unless she fixes it from the general direction I gave
her about charging for stock.

Q. Well, what direction did you give her about charging for putty?
A. 6 cents a pound.
Q. Well, how would she know how much a tub of putty contained?
A. Well, she would see the amount carried out, I presume.
Q. But she is copying the memorandum-book, as you say, and is

drawing it off from this book just as she finds it on the memorandum-
book, except that she has not got the price ?

A. That is not on the memorandum-book,
Q. It is simply on the memorandum-book “ one tub of putty ” ?

A, That is it.
Q. Now, I want to know how she informs herself what price to charge

for it ?

A. I cannot tell you that.
Q You cannot tell ?

A. No, sir; unless the tub, I presume, had the weight on it.
Q. But she has not got the tub with her ; that is the difficulty p
A. But the weight of the tub is charged in that memorandum-book
Q. But it is not on here; there is no weight, I give 3’ou this item

just as it reads.
A. Well, then, it is a clerical error; she has carried out the amount

right, at the rate of 6 cents a pound, but omitted to put in the weight,
Q How do you know ?

A. I have little doubt she has done it correctly.
Q Well, how do you know she has carried out the price correctly ?

A. Well, there were so many pounds of putty marked on the top of
the tub, and Mr. McDonald would put down what that tub weighed, and
perhaps she omitted to put on it what it weighed.

Q Well, if she has done that she has not made a copy of that book in
one respect ?
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A. I said before that there were a good many errors in the phraseol-
ogy, and omissions of certain words, but the amounts were right.

Q. How do you know the amounts were right ?

A. Because I went over the book afterwards, I went over it two or
three times.

Q. You went over the book afterwards and had the memoranda with
you ?

A. Yes, sir, that was immediately after it was made out.
Q. How many pounds are there in a tub of putty ? What do they

average ?

A. From 89 to 100 or 200 pounds.
Q I see a mark of “10 ” against this item, in pencil; does that not

mean 10 cents a pound ?

A. Is it in pencil ?

Mr. Doherty. Perhaps, Mr. Flood, you had better look at it and see.
A. (After looking at the entry.) The only solution I can give of that

is, and Mr. McDonald will corroborate what I say, that that may be a tub
of lead-putty, which was 10 cents a pound,

Q. Well, if it was a tub of lead-putty it would be 10 cents,—69 poundswould be f 6,90,—that is your theory about it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q Well, you think it was lead-putty ?

A. I think it must have been,
Q. Why did you say sis cents, then?
A. You take, for example, walls which are done in colored work, and

you can use putty near clear lead, but you take for white work and you
cannot; you take a stone-color or drab-color wall.

Q. At the best that is a guess ?

A. What do you mean, sir ?

Q. As far as you know anything about it; you have to guess, in the
first place, that it was lead-putty, and in the second place that there were69 pounds of if? in order to get your $6.90 P

A. Yes, sir; I have very little doubt it was correct.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How long did the lady take in working on that

book ?
°

A, I think two or three weeks, probably.
Q. She finished, when ?

A. About the first week in January.
Q. And commenced in the middle of December ?

A, Yes, sir,
Q. Will you state to the Committee that those charges remained on

that memorandum-book, in that man’s pocket, from the 26th of August tothe middle of December, until taken off?
A. I do, sir.
Q. Carried them in his pocket all the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr, Verey.) Were they in pencil or in ink ?

A. I don’t remember.
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Q. Cannot you remember ?

A. I don’t distinctly remember; they were in his pocket, and I never
took them off from the 26th of August until the 14th of December; once
or twice he showed me the book to show how accurately he was keep-
ing it.

Q. (By Mr. Paul,) And no other charges were made on that memo-
randum-book but what was done on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. W ould you say, as a business-man, that that was a safe way to

do?
A. Well, the sequel has proved that it is not.
Q. Well, would you want to trust, as a business-man, a man that did

his business in that way, who left his foreman, who had to travel over to
Charlestown—and it has been pretty rough times sometimes this fall—-
would you want to trust your account of flo,ooo, |12,000 or f 15,000 in a
man’s pocket going to and from his place of business P

A. I have done so ; I don’t think I should, perhaps, do so again.
Q. (By Mr. Ybkey.) Well, here is the thing; was that book safer

in his pocket than anywhere else ?

A. The sequel proves that.
Q. And it got out of your desk ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peiece.) Is your foreman in your shop in the habit of

throwing your pass-books into the stove occasionally ?

A. I don’t know that he is.
Q. I mean pass-books ?

A. I am, myself,—all old memorandums, when I have done with
them.

Q, All these tablets were thrown in ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. There is no promiscuous one you can find laying round any-

where ?

A. 1 think I have two or three now, where I paid men last Saturday
night and the Saturday night before.

Q, I mean those for October, November, and December?
A. I think not, sir. I think there was nothing kept after it was tran-

scribed on that book,

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Will you be kind enough to say—you were
speaking about the orders you received, and said it was the general
opinion and idea of the commissioners that certain work should be done—

will you tell me what commissioners gave you any orders during the re-

pairs of the State House; will you name them, in distinction to those
who gave them and those who didn’t give any at all ?

A. Well, I think the only one of the commissioners that I saw during
the time of the progress of the work, save once when I was notified to

appear before the whole commission with regard to the labor, was Mr.

Wiley.
Q. Was he the only one who gave you orders, any orders ?

A. He was the only one, I think, I received orders from.
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Q. Mr. Wiley was the only one you received orders from ?

A. I think so; I would inquire, when he saw me occasionally, this:
“ Had we better do so and so ? ” and he would say “ Yes.”

Q. Then he must have been the one who gave the orders in regard to
polishing ?

A. I will not say he must have been the one.
Q. Well,he must have been?
A. Well, probably he was, but I have asked Dr. Loring several ques-

tions ; take the glossing of these doors, for instance; they are all
glossed, as you will observe,—all the wood-work; I was asked by Mr.
Wiley what was my own judgment, what would be the best thing to do,
and I advised him to take and gloss the work as I thought it would last
enough longer to pay the difference.

Q. Well, where did the orders come from, if you can tell me, to paint
certain places which the commissioners decided not to paint P

A. I don’t know that the commissioners decided not to paint anything
that was painted.

Q. Such is their testimony ?

A. I don’t see how that could be possible for men to go on working
without orders; I was away myself so much—

Q. The Document Room is one room mentioned; it was decided that
it should not be painted, and it was painted ; and some of the commis-
sioners testified that they went in and found painters in there, and that
they were in the habit of going into places and finding the men painting
where they ordered no painting was to be done ?

A. I will say right here, in speaking of that, that I think there was
some work,—when I presumed I thought the job was done, at the time I
got the book from Mr. McDonald to make out the bills,—that they had
concluded before that to stop, on account of the basement and the Docu-
ment Room and some other things, which were decided to be left out,
and afterwards when I came back,—I had been away a day or two, and
came back again and saw Mr. McDonald,—and came up here and wanted
to know when he was done, and he said “ They have concluded there is
no stop until we clean it all out,” and I said “ Who,” and I don’t remem-
ber what he said, but the impression I got was that the commissioners,
Dr. Loring and Mr. Wiley and Mr. Kimball, had had a consultation and
concluded there was no stop.

Q. (By Mr. Merry ) Mr. Flood, on the 10th day of September there
are charges of “11 gallons of demar,”—is that right?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is that ?

A. That is white varnish, such as is used for glossing.
Q. “11 gallons demar, 20 pounds color, 5 gallons of shellac ”

; do you
suppose that went from your store and came up here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, the teaming is charged a dollar for carrying that up ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Isn’t that a high charge to carry up 20 or SO pounds P
A. Well, ibis just as much as carrying up so much more.

17
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Q. Well, that is what I thought. The next day you have charged a
dollar for stock, amounting to 60 pounds ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Don’t you think you could have saved that by carrying it up in one

load instead of doing it in two different loads?
A. Yes, sir; if you knew what would be wanted the next day.
Q. And the next day you have charged for teaming for 89 pounds ?

A. Yes, sir; that may be so.
Q. The next dayyou have onef 1.50for team, carrying 76 lights of glass.

Well, there are some of the other lights of glass here, and it is not fair to
speak about that, On the 16th, $ 1,50; 17th, f 1.50; 18th, f 1.50. My atten-
tion was attracted to these charges, and I wanted to ask you about them.
You have charged here for gilding the coat-of-arms and eagle,—where
are those ?

A. The coat-of-arms ?

Q. That coat-of-arms and eagle ?

A. In the House of Representatives, sir.
Q. Where did that item come from—Miss Lewis, is that her name ?

A. Which, sir ?

Q. Miss Lewis, is thtß the name of the person who copied this book ?

A. Miss Willis.
Q. Now, where did she get the material from to make that entry in

this book ?

A. She got it from me, sir.
Q, That is, you told her P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You didn’t give her any memorandum ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. You did give her one ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What kind of a memorandum was it ?

A. Simply gave her a memorandum and pass-book when she made up
the accounts and put it in my safe—

Q. No, I mean what you gave to her ?

A. I was telling you.
Q. You were telling what you put in your safe ?

A. Well, what I put in my safe I gave to her, and she got that with
other memoranda to make up the account.

Q. Well, what business had she to put it under the date of the 17th of
September ?

A. Well, she put it there because that was the date she got the memo-
randum from me; I made a charge of it on the 17th of September, if it is
there.

Q. Well, how did she find out, and pick it out, and put it in the proper
place ?

A. Because she looked over the memoranda she had, and put it in the
proper date.

Q. Well, that is a guess ?
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A. Well, I think she would not put it in the middle of December, if she
saw a charge on the 17th of September.

Q. Well, the first item is for work at the same time: foreman, from
Mr.McDonald’s book; one polisher,from Mr.McDonald’sbook; 60 gallons
oil, glass, lead, etc.; one day, gilders P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Two days’ glazing P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Ten pounds putty ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Teaming ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then gilding coat-of-arms and eagle didn’t come from Mr. Mc-

Donald’s book ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, if you can explain how she worked that item in here, under

date of the 17th of September, I would like to know it ?

A. She simply had a memorandum of the time that left the shop; it
was charged on that memorandum, and in making the copying she would
easily conceive that was under the date of a certain day in September.
I say she would charge it exactly as she got it in the memorandum; she
put them in rotation, just as she came to them.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Were your memoranda dated ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) How did you make up f3OO for gilding that

bird and the coat-of-arms ?

A. Well, that is one of those things I did from the fact, because I think
that is what the time and stock cost in 1867 ; I asked and consulted my
gilder with the view of rendering an account of what that would cost,
and I put that in at what I considered a fair price for it.

Q. You didn’t do that by the day ?

A. No, sir, I didn’t. I don’t think you could do it by the day.
Q. You did it by the job ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You had no contract to do it by the job ?

A. No, sir, I had not.
Q. Well, won’t you tell us why you didn’t charge us |4OO ?

A. Well, I was ruled by what I did in 1867.
Q. Well, that gold was worth $2.85 in 1867 ?

A. Yes, sir, but labor was not worth any more than |2.50.
Q. Well, what was the price of gold in 1867 ?

A. I know it was very high, and labor was very low.
Q Well, what was it?
A. I cannot tell.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Did you say labor was not as high in 1867 ?

A. Not that winter.
Q. It was in the winter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Merry.) I want to see how you get at this f3OO P
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A. Well, that would be the same thing, Mr. Yerry, without any other
thing came into the shop, I would say charge them nothing,

Q. No, I don’t want to know that; 1 want toknow how you get at itP
A. It is simply a matter of judgment.
Q. Well, what judgment have you got about it ?

A. I take the judgment of the time the man was on it.
Q. Well, what time was he on it?
A. I cannot tell you.
Q. Well, what is your recollection of it?
A. I think he was there three weeks.
Q. Well, only one man could work on it at a time ?

A. O, yes, sir; he could on the coat-of-arms.
Q. Well, they would get through all the sooner; how much work did

he do on it ?

A. I cannot give it.
Q. Well, then, you have no judgment of that?
A. Well, if I was asked to give a bid for the work against anybody

else, knowing what I did it for in 1867,1 don’t think I should put in an
estimate of $3OO.

Q. Well, that is not the question exactly ?

A. It is not; but it is as near as I can answer it.
Q. Will you answer you have no judgment about it ?

A. I answer, that is what it is worth.
Q. Well, if you say it is worth that, you have some judgment as to

what it is made by ?

A. I have the experience of the time and labor in the piece.
Q. Well, how much time and labor; that is what I want toknow?
A. I think the old bill is here,
Q, I don’t want the old bill, but how much time and labor ?

A. I think that is what it cost; the time and labor in 1867.
Q. What did the time and labor cost in 1867?

A. I think $3OO.
Q,. Well, how much of that was labor ?

A. I cannot tell.
Q. How much of it was gold ?

A. I cannot tell that either.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did you have that memorandum of the cost in

1867 before you ?

A. No, sir; I had it simply from my memory what it cost then.
Q. (By Mr. Veeey.) What did you do with “ 120 books of gold for

Senate Chamber ” ?

A. That was a little error which has been corrected, I think; it was
for Senate Chamber and Council Chamber.

Q. Very likely; it seems to be put in here afterwards; it was written
down 12 books of gold, and afterwards the “ 12” was altered to “ 120,”
and also altered “ for Senate and Council chambers”?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, what did you do with it ?

A. It came up here for gilding purposes,
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Q. Do you know what use was made of it P
A. I think for those scrolls and ooat-of-arms, and that kind of work.

Q. How do you know that it was for the Senate ?

A. Because I know there was gilding done there.
Q. Well, how do you know these 120 books of gold went into the

Senate ?

A. I said it went into the Senate and Council chambers,

Q, It went into the Senate and Council chambers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do you know any of it went into the Senate ?

A. There is no other gilding there, I think, except what was done on
the eagle.

Q. Well, now, what I want to know is what business you have got
down here—“ Senate and Council chambers ” P

A. Because there was a memorandum on McDonald’s book.
Q. Now, McDonald’s book said this was for the Senate and Council

chambers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are right about that ?

A. lam clear about that.
Q. You had this put on this book after your attention was called to it

by Mr. Kimball ?

A. Which, sir?
Q. You spoke a little while ago about their accusing you of charging

fa a book for gold, and it turned out to be a mistake, and it should have
been 120 instead of 12 books; and you had this altered after your atten-
tion was called to this by .Mr. Kimball or some of the other commis-
sioners ?

A. I went down—
Q. Am 1 right about that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Kimball, or some member of the commission, called your

attention to it, and you had it corrected on your book—am I right about
that ?

A. I think so, sir.
Q. That must have been after you got into some controversy with

reference to your account ?

A. There was very little controversy at all.
Q. Well, some inquiry ?

A, Yes, sir, some inquiry; I was sent for the same as everybody else
was.

Q. Now, look here a moment, and see if that is made by Miss Willis,
“ for Senate and Council chambers ”?

A, [After examining the entry.] I think it is.
Q. It was after your attention was called to it that you had this cor-

rection made upon this book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is it, is it ?

A. That is it exactly,



134 [Apr.APPENDIX.

Q.. And the correction is made in the handwriting of Miss Willis ?

A. lam not clear about that; I think I simply—l think it is ■ lamnot sure. ’

Q I understood you to say a moment ago that you did go to her ?A. I did go to her, and she remembered the occurrence”Q. Are you now sure you went to her P
A. Yes sir, lam confident that I went to her and told her about thatentn, with the McDonald memorandum.
Q. So you mean to say that the correction of that entry was madetrom the memorandum-book itself?
A. 1 do, sir; she failed to add a cipher to the other figures.Q. But there are other things added, “for Senate and Councilchambers ” P
A. 1 think I said before that if a painter had made out the bills, thereare a great many words he would change.”

bi- 1 hat is not important at all; I only want to know how it came so.
A. It came so by Miss Willis.
Q. That was done by Miss Willis ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And was done because you called her attention to it?
A. Yes, sir.

_Q- Where was the interview between you when you called her atten-
tion to this mistake ?

A. I went down to where she was employed, and told her of her
mistake.

Q. Where was that ?

A. At the Post-office.
Q. She was employed at the Post-office, and you went down and

called her attention to this fact ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you showed her the memorandum-book, and the correction

was made from that with ink ?

A. I had the bill, and showed her—■
Q. One thing at a time. You had the memorandum-book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you showed her she had made the mistake from the mem-

orandum-book ?

A. Yes, sir; I showed her she had left out a cipher.
Q. And you showed her she left off “ for Senate and Council

chambers ” ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you had the memorandum-book then ?

A. Yes, sir; I had the memorandum-book then.
Q. It was after you had your attention called to the fact that you had

charged f5 a book for gold ?

A. That was at the first meeting of the commission.
Q. But it was after your attention had been called to it ?

A. No, it was not.
Q. Didn’t you say that your attention was called to the fact that you
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had charged $5 a book for gold, and when you came to investigate it,
you found it was a mistake; that it should have been 120 books instead
of 12—didn’t you say that ?

A. I think I did.
Q. Well, isn’t it true?
A. It is, so far as my recollection goes; I cannot remember every

incident.
Q. Do you recollect that ?

A. Recollect going to her ?

Q. Yes, and informing her that you had charged fo a book for gold ?

A. I do.
Q. And do you remember your testifying here that there was a mis-

take,—that it was 120 books instead of 12 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you had Miss Willis correct this entry' to conform to the

entry in the memorandum-book which you had in your hand ?

A. I think I did.
Q. You have sworn to it.
A. I remember going to Miss Willis—
Q. Do you remember carrying this book with you, and having her

correct this entry?

A. I think I do.
Q. Now, of course, if what you said is true, you went to see Miss

Willis after your attention had been called by one of the commissioners
to the fact that this entry was wrongP

A. Yes, sir.
Q, That was so ?

A. I think so.
Q. Now, after your attention was called by one of the commissioners

to the fact that that entry was wrong, you did have that book in your
custody and possession P

A. I think I did, sir.
Q. Now, cannot you tell us when that was ?

A. I think that was about— I think I stated at the beginning that
the last I saw of the book was immediately after my return, or about the
time I went to Washington; that was some time in February.

Q. When was it your foreman died ?

A. My foreman died on the 6th or 6th, or somewhere about the first
week in February.

Q. Well, your foreman could not have thrown that into the stove
after you went with it to Miss Willis, because he was dead then ?

A. I didn’t state my foreman did anything of that kind.
Q. No, you didn’t state he did, you said he might.
A. Of course, if it was after the 6th of February he could not have

done it, that is clear enough.
Q. Well, isn’t it your belief that it was after you came from Washing-

ton that you had Miss Willis correct this entry ?

A. Let me see; I think now it was immediately after mv first inter-
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view with the commission ; if you can find that out, when I first appeared
before them.

Q. Well, wasn’t it after you came from Washington P
A. I don’t hardly remember about that; I could not tell.
Q. Well, will you swear it was not ?

A. I will not swear either way, because I cannot tell positively.
Q. Step round here a moment, please.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whose writing is that, is it Miss Willis’s ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When was that done ?

A. That writing up there was done—l know this correction was made
at the same time the correction was made there in the f203 for polishers.

Q. The correction here of the amount of the overcharge on polishers,
f 203, was made at the same time as the other correction ?

A. I cannot remember positively.
Q. Well, that is your belief?
A. I think so, I don’t know; I have so many other matters to think of

that I cannot be very clear about it; I know that I went before the com-
missioners, and they said there was f 6 a day charged on some of the
other bills made out where she charged $5 for polishers; I said to her I
didn’t intend to charge the State more than f4 for polishers, and “ I want
you to run over this bill and see how many days there are for polishers
and take off a dollar a day.”

Q. Well, what do you charge for grainers ?

A. $5 ; you cannot get them any lower.
Mr. Verry. I don’t know Mr. Doherty whether you have any other

witness to call besides Mr. Flood ?

Mr. Doherty. I don’t know that I have any others, except this lady
which you speak of.

Mr. Colburn. Are you through with your examination of Mr. Flood ?

Mr. Doherty. I hardly know; his examination has been conducted
in a very off-hand manner, and not with regard to the regular rules.

Mr. Yerry. Of course it has been done, and whatever indulgence you
may want, will be allowed.

Mr. Doherty. Very often, the Committee will remember, when I was
examining Mr. Flood, a point would occur to a member of the Committee,
and he would ask a question, and throw what was in my mind quite out.

Mr. Yerry. Yes, sir; you can recall him whenever you want him.
Mr. Colburn will want him.

Mr. Doherty. With regard to this lady copyist, I would like to have
the time for taking her deposition fixed.

Mr, Colburn. Before you pass upon that, I would like to have the
privilege of cross-examining Mr. Flood in regard to his memoranda.

[Adjourned till 10 a. m. on Monday next, the 12th of April.]
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Monday, April 12, 1875.

Mr. Churchill. I want to make one statement here, in a kindly way,
which I think may do good at this time. On Saturday—orFriday; I think
it was Friday—l asked a question of the witness and it was objected to
by the counsel as not competent. I only want to say, at this time, that any
questions which any member of the Committee may choose to ask—and
which are proper, and may lead up to the matter in issue—may be allowed,
and that no objections of counsel may be admissible before the Commit-
tee. This is not a court of law, but an investigating committee; and I
should hope that, if anything comes up hereafter which is objected to by
counsel, the Chairman would rule that members of the Committee should
ask any questions that may be proper, and that they will not have to ex-
plain the answer that is expected. I say this, not to find any fault, but
that no objections may be raised hereafter by counsel. We are an inves-
tigating committee—judges, not juries.

The Chairman. You don’t propose to make any motion, do you?
Mr. Churchill. No, sir.
Mr. Collins. Bo I understand that we are here to answer any ques-

tions that any member may chose to put to us; I understand that the
Committee were to investigate the bills for repairs on the State House.
I understand from the attorney-general that we were here to put in our
case in the same way as before an auditor. Those were Mr. Train’s
exact words. I don’t know what questions, outside of the proper scope
of the investigation, the Committee may have; but I shall still insist upon
making objections to improper questions, and then let the Committee rule
them. I reserve my right, as counsel, to stand up here and suggest the
impropriety or irrelevancy of any question asked by the Committee, and
I do object generally to the Committee going outside of the scope of the
investigation, which is simply the repairs on the State House. What Mr.
Flood has done elsewhere is his private business, and I object to the
Committee investigating it.

The Chairman. Ido not think the Committee are disposed to go into
the private affairs of Mr. Flood, except so far as they relate to this
matter. I don’t understand that such is the intention of any member.

Mr, Collins. I don’t understand that the Committee do ; but I don’t
18
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Senator Verry. That will do.
Mr. Colburn. Let Mr. Flood be called.
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want the Committee to decide, now, that any question which any member
of the Committee may ask at any other time shall be allowed, notwith-
standing a proper objection from Mr. Flood’s counsel. I think the Com-
mittee, as a whole, are disposed to be very fair indeed.

Mr. Churchill. The counsel stated, “ I don’t know how far this is
competent,” when I asked my question. I don’t intend that he shall
know. But it is a matter pertaining to this subject; it may be for Mr.
Flood’s benefit, or it may not be; and Ido not intend,by my questions, to
inform the counsel where the answer is to lead to in any way, shape or
manner. We are here to judge of this case by investigation, and the
only way we can arrive at a conclusion is by asking questions which may
lyad the witness from one fact to another in regard to it. Ido not intend
to ask questions which do not refer to the State House repairs; but so far
as they do, in my own mind, I shall continue to ask those questions, and
if any objection is made it will be troublesome for those opposed to an
investigation of those repairs. I think the Committee intend to have a
true investigation into those State House repairs, and when questions,
which tend to hit anyone, are put, if objections are made, that will con-
vince me that there is a reason why it should be answered.

The Chairman. So far as the objections are concerned, I think that
when the questions arise they had better be determined then.

Mr. Collins. I wish it to be understood that, as counsel for Mr.
Flood, I shall advise him not to answer any improper question.

Senator Yerrt. I will take this opportunity to say that while I did
as much as anybody else, I don’t myself approve of the method in which
the examination has thus far been conducted. Mr, Flood appears here
by his counsel, and the Commonwealth is represented by the attorney-
general or his assistant; and my idea of the proper method of making
this investigation, is, that the counsel on one side and the other shall con-
duct the examination, and when they are through, if any member of the
Committee desires to ask any question, let him do so. I plead guilty to
having indulged in the examination, but I was lead into it, rather than
having provoked it myself; but I don’t think it is the proper way to deal
with the subject. Let counsel dispose of the subject, and when they get
through, let the Committee deal with it.

Mr. Churchill. I agree entirely with the remarks of the Senator;
but they do not meet my suggestions.

Senator Verry. I wasn’t answering you, but explaining for myself.
Mr. Churchill. I was only going to say, that, as a member of the

Committee, I have a right to ask questions in regard to what the Com-
mittee desire tokhow, and I do not wish to be compelled to tell counsel
what the answer will be.

Mr Collins. Let it be decided when it comes up, and let the examina-
tion proceed properly. I have 32 pages of what purports to be Mr.
Flood’s testimony, but what it means I don’t know. I think we might
as well let the assistant attorney-general continue the cross-examination
of Mr. Flood, and see where the end of it will be.
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Testimony of Hugh Flood— Resumed.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understood 3Tou to say, during your exami-
nation on a former day, that you kept no books whatever P

A. I didn’t state so.
Q. State what books or accounts you kept ?

A. I said I kept no books ofaccount of the repairs on the State House,
Q. Then you say, that, so far as the State House repairs are concerned,

you kept no books of account ?

A. No, sir.
Q. As to your general business, what books of account did you keep ?

A. I keep one general book, or blotter.
Q. What do you enter in that book P
A. Any little, small job*
Q. Do you enter large jobs in that book ?

A. There is no room for them in it.
Q. You never entered large jobs in it ?

A. Nothing as large a job as this.
Q. A job of a hundred dollars, perhaps ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that, in fact, you don’t exercise the same care as to keeping

account of time and stock on large jobs that you do on small jobs ?

A. It isn’t very often that the State House has to be painted. In 1867,
I think—in fact I know—l kept an account of glass and other things
brought there, but I haven’t had the State House to paint since.

Q. Keep to my question. Then you don’t take the same care on
large contracts as you do on small contracts ?

A. I leave every large contract to others—to the man placed in charge
of it.

Q. And you keep no account of the time ?

A. No—no account I stated here, on Friday, in my direct examina-
tion—as I see by looking it over—what I didn’t mean to; I meant to state
just as I shall explain it now: One of the Committee asked if I depend-
ed on my foreman to keep the time, who lived at Charlestown, and car-
ried home the book every night. That foreman’s explanation of the way
in which he kept the time was a sufficient answer. He kept the time
every day, and on Saturday afternoon gave me the time, and that time I
kept in my safe; that time he gave me as a rule of the number of days’
work that the men worked, and I kept it.

Q. Well, now, come back to my question. You mean to have this
Committee understand that you do not take the same care inkeeping time
on large jobs that you do on small jobs ?

A. I can’t do it myself; I have been away so much, and I must depend
upon the foreman.

Q. And you have no book of account on which this time was kept?
A, Nothing.
Q. And as to the other jobs you were doing at the same time. Didyou keep any time on the other jobs that you were doing at the time thiswas done ?
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A. Yes, sir; some of them. Little jobs of work, there was a memo-
randum made of. If Ido a job of $lOO for a responsible man, when it
is done, I send the bill and he sends the $lOO.

Q. You stated that you had a large contract on the Pavilion at the
same time ?

Q. Did you keep an account of the time ?

A. Yes, sir; my foreman did ?

Q. What other work did you have then ?

A. I can’t tell justnow.
Q. Did you have any work for the United States Government?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you keep an account of the time on that ?

A. No, sir; a United States officer did that.
Q. I understand you that Mr. McDonald gave you a memorandum of

the time from his book ?

Q. And what did you do with the memorandum ?

A. I put it in my safe.

Q. What did you do with that memorandum afterwards ?

A. After the whole bill was made out in that book ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I don’t know where they are.
Q. I asked what you did with them ?

A. I didn’t do anything with them. I didn’t pay any attention to them
after I had them on the book.

A. When I go away, and leave important papers, I put them in my
safe ; if they are not important, I put them in my desk in my office. To
me it is a matter of very little difference, if the bills are made out or paid;
I don’t care where they go.

Q. What else did you do with those memoranda received from Mr.
McDonald ?

A. Not that lam aware of. I might have torn up a piece of paper
after it was put on the book, the same as the foreman does a memoran-
dum kept on a piece of paper or a slate.

Q. You are sure you did not destroy those memoranda?
A. Not wilfully,—not intentionally.

Q. You did not destroy them ?

Q. What else did you do with those memoranda ?

A. The book is in the hands of my counsel.
Q. What wT as done with that ?

A. Yes, sir; and I paid the men.

Q. That is all in the books ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did work there at the same time P
A. Yr es, sir.

A. 1 didn’t have a contract.

Q. You kept that in a book ?
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Q. lam not asking your intention. You did not destroy those memo-
randa ?

A. I can’t tell you. If I could, I would tell you.
Q. Then you don’t know.
A. I leave the shop in charge of a foreman, and have confidence in

him.
Q. Then you don’t know whether you destroyed them or not ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Who had charge of the shop P
A. Richard Newell.
Q. Did any one else have access to the papers ?

A. No one but him, unless he gave the key of the office to some one
else while I was absent.

Q, Do you know whether he destroyed those memoranda or notP
A. I don’t know.
Q, So far as the keeping the time of the men, and keeping an account

of the stock used on this work, I understand you to say it was done in
the same manner as other large jobs done by you, so far as the keeping
of the time of the men, and keeping an account of the stock ?

A. I presume so.
Q, You heard the testimony of Mr. McDonald, at the bottom of page

97 and at the top of page 98 ? [Handing him the report.]
A. Do you desire me to read it ?

Q. No; just read it to yourself, and I will call your attention to it.
[The paragraph is as follows:—“ The way it happened was this: I

noticed, on the first Saturday night, when he paid the men, he paid them
in the same manner that they used to pay them in the shop where I
worked. He would call them up, and ask how many days they had
worked this week, and they told. He took their word, and paid them,
and took the amount and time on slips of paper—the time, and the amount
paid them. I asked him, the next week, •Is that the way you pay your
men ? ’ He said, ‘ Yes.’ I said, ‘ I don’t think it is the correct way. How
do you know whether these men woi'k all the time, if they tell you
wrong?’ He said, ‘ That is a good suggestion.’ I said, ‘ I am keeping
the time, and hereafter I will give you a list of the men, and give you
their time every Saturday, so you will know whether these men work on
the State House or not.’ That is how he knew I was keeping time.”]

A. Yes, sir, that is it.
Q. So far as that relates to Mr. McDonald’s interview with yon, that

is correct ?

A. I think that is about correct, so far as my memory serves me right.
Q. So that, in point of fact, you started upon this State House job with

no arrangement for keeping the time of the men other than that of asking
them when they came up, how many days they had worked ?

A. I started on the State House with a foreman who knew his duty
here; and that is what a foreman’s duty is,—not only to see that the
men work well, but to keep an account of the time of the men, and the
amount of stock used. It isn’t the duty of the foreman to boss the men
merely, but to take the boss’s place. In 1867 I had no foreman, because
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I was the foreman myself, and remained here. But this foreman’s sug-

gestion was simply as to the paying of the men ; it wasn’t about the time.
I was conscious that ho knew his duty well enough to keep the time of
the men.

Q You never employed Mr. McDonald as foreman before ?

A. No, sir; but I knew him for twenty years.

A. I gave orders in regard to the keeping of the time and the stock ?

Q. Did you give orders to that effect unquestionably ?

Q. Do you recollect the conversation ?

A. I recollect just this : The foreman—now dead—wanted to know if
he was going to come up here and keep account of the stock, and of the
men. That was Richard Newell. I told him no; that the foreman here
was going to do that.

Q. Did you tell Mr. McDonald that ?

A. He certainly knew it.
Q. Did you tell him that?
A. 1 certainly did tell him that.
Q. Then this description of the manner of taking account of the men

is not a correct statement ?

Q. Then this statement, at the bottom of page 97, that you called them
up and asked how many days each had worked,—is that a correct state-
ment?

A That is a correct statement, I think,

Q You think it correct?

Q. Then Mr. McDonald sa3’s, “ I asked him the next week, 1 Is that
the way you pay the men ? ’ ” etc.

A. I recollect seeing the force of his suggestion, and carried it out.
Q. And previous to that, you had given no directions as to the keeping

of the time of the men ?

A. lam sure I gave directions to him to keep the time and the stock.
Q. You furnished him with no book ?

Q. Well, ifyou gave him instructions to keep the time of the men, why
did you come down there to pay oft’ the men without asking for the
time ?

A. lie was present in the counting-room himself when the men were
paid, and I suppose his presence was a sufficient guarantee that the men
wouldn’t state that they had worked six days when they hadn’t worked
but five.

A. lam sure I recollect that.
Q. You are sure ?

A. I think I remember the conversation.

A. Will you repeat that again ?

Q. You told Richard Newell that ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When he first went to work ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When he began work, did you give him any orders ?
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Q. And you asked the men, and didn’t ask him, their time ?

A. I followed out the general rule of asking how many days’ work
John Smith or the others had done.

Q. Then you didn’t ask him for the time of the men the first or second
week ?

A. Because I was very sure that if he was standing by, the men who
had worked four days wouldn’t say they had worked six.

Q. Now, when did you get this time-book from Mr. McDonald; when
did he finally give it up ?

A. I have already stated, about the middle of December.
Q. About the middle of December. When did you close the work

here ?

A. On the 81st day of December.
Q. Then he gave you the time-book before the work closed ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that for the last two weeks no time was kept on that book P
A. Not on that book.
Q. So that that book [the one put in evidence] doesn’t contain the

correct time of the work done on the State House P
A. I didn’t say so. There was two weeks’ work done after ho gave

me the time-book.
Q. How was that time kept during those two weeks ?

A. On slips of paper.
Q. Did he keep the slips of paper ?

A, He did, and the account of stock used in that two weeks.
Q. Now, what did you do with the book when you first got it ?

A. I brought it down to my copyist and said I wanted them arranged
according to the proper dates and places in that book; and it was done.
The work that had been done in the shop was probably charged by
Richard Newell, and I brought the whole matter over with the book.
And I may say here, that the reason I got the book about the middle of
December, was, that I concluded, that,until further orders, the job was fin-
ished. There was the “ Beanery ” and some department rooms and pas-
sage-ways and corners, that I presumed were going to be left; I was
anxious to get it out, and my foreman was anxious to get some of it out.
I was informed that at a meeting of the two commissioners, Mr. Kimball
and Mr. Wiley, they had concluded that the work must stop, and be fin-
ished up afterwards; and that was what earned out the two weeks after-
wards.

Q. Did you instruct your copyist to work at this book ?

A. I instructed the copyist that there was the time-book and the
charges,>and the work done in the shop; in other words, to give the
whole time and material, and to arrange them in proper dates, and make
out a bill for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. And that was done.

Q. So that this bill that was prepared by this copyist would not be
simply a copy of this time-book and these memoranda which you gave
her, but simply the materials in the time-book and memoranda put into
proper shape afterward ?

A. I think that is about it.
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Q. According to the directions which you gave her. Now, sir, when
did you present your first bill to the commissioners ?

A 1 can’t answer that. I think I stated, to the best of my recollection,
on Friday, that it was early in January.

Q. Can’t you fix it more precisely than that ?

A. I cannot, sir. The only way I can fix it then specially was, that I
know that about the end of January, or the first part of February, I had
been quite sick, and had been confined to my house for a week or ten
days.

Q, There was some discussion about your bill before the commission-
ers, as to the profits charged upon the stock, wasn’t there ?

A. There was.
Q. And how long a time was that discussion going on ?

A. I can’t tell. I simply know I was before the commissioners—
Q. How many times ?

A. 1 was before the whole commission once, and only once. I was
summoned to appear, and went there once, and there wasn’t a quorum, or
something else,—Mr. Kimball wasn’t there, or something else; but I
didn’t see them then. Subsequently there was another meeting of the
committee, and my bill was under discussion with the others.

Q. Do you know how late in January that was P
A. The last meeting, do you mean ?

Q. Yes.
A. I don’t think that last meeting was in January at all, but in

February.
Q. The last meeting was in February ?

A. I cannot locate the date, because I didn’t attach any particular im-
portance to it.

Q. When did Mr, Stickney examine your bill ?

A. I guess that was perhaps a month ago; perhaps a month or six
weeks ago, or somewhere along there.

Q. Well, this correction that was made as to the gold-leaf—that was
made by Mr. Kimball, or Mr. Kimball pointed out to him that apparent
error. Was that before Mr. Stickney examined your bill ?

A. That was the first time the bill was presented. I was present
then, and was at no other full meeting of the committee.

Q. It is your usual practice, in these large jobs, to have the time and
stock, etc., copied off into a book after you get through ?

A. Well, a job as large as this is.
Q. You have done that before ?

A. I have done that before. I said here a few moments ago that it
isn’t more than once or twice in a lifetime that a man has a job as large
as this. I had it in 1867, and I was my own foreman, book-keeper and
boss, and remained personally in charge of the work, and worked in my
own house, and then made out the bill myself and brought it in, and it

was approved.
Q. In what other large jobshave you had the time copied into books,

the same as this ?
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A. If you will designate what you consider a large job, I may under-
stand you.

Q. Any job of $5,000 ?

A. The next largest job was on Tremont Temple—that I did for so
much money for the job, right out.

Q. You don’t quite understand my question ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what other large jobs hare you had the account of the time of

the men, and the stock used, copied off into a book ?

A. The largest job, I have stated, was on Tremont Temple.
Q, Was the account of the time and the stock used in that job copied

off into a book as this has been done ?

A. Not as this has been done, because when that was done I was
present in Boston nine-tenths of the time.

Q. Well, will you name a large job when the time and the stock was
copied into a book ?

Mr. Dohertt. Hasn’t he answered the question as to the time being
copied into a book P

Mr. Colburn'. I don’t care whether he has answered that or not. I
asked him to name a large job in which he had had the account of the
time of the men, and the stock used, copied off into a large book, the
same as this.

Mr. Dohertt. I understand that you mean the same as in this new
book?

Mr. Flood. I don’t know, to-day, as I know of another large job—-
you mean the time and stock, and everythingP

Q. Yes, sir ?

A. I don’t know of such a one.
Q. You never had one copied off before into a book the same as this ?

A. I have had cases, when I sent men out of Boston, where I have had
to depend on the man in charge of the job. If they didn’t come home, or
if it was a job of two or three months, I have to depend on his careful-
ness to take and keep the time on that job. For example, when I
was in Washington, attending to a job there, I had my vouchers; I
bought stock there for a good part of the job, and I had a report of the
time, and a man to keep the time and the number of days’ work, —not as
many days work as John Smith or Peter Brown did, but the number of
dajrs in which the work was done.

Q. Now, come back to my question; I will try to make it plain.
What other large job have you had, and copied off the time of the men,
and the stock used, in the same manner as upon this ?

A. Well, when I did all the extra work, I think, that was done inTremont Temple—that was the next largest job, and was done by con-
tract for so much money—the extra work, my foreman kept in an extra
memorandum; perhaps not in the same style of book. He would keep
the time weekly, and give the number of days, and at the end of the job
he would surrender the book.

Q. Was that time of the Tremont Temple job copied off into a large
book, as this was ?

19
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A. I copied it off myself.
Q. Into a large book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you remember another job that has been copied off into a large

book ?

A. I don’t, at this moment. I have given you an account of one job
now.

Q. Well, why did you have this copied off into this book ?

A. Because there was not any room for it in the other one.
Q. But I thought you said your custom was, when the work was done,

to copy the memoranda into a book.
A. I say for the jobbing, or for jobs amounting to $5O, $75 or $lOO,l

had a blotter, on which I put the charges, and from which I made up a
hill, precisely as I did in the case of the job we did recently at the Five
Cents Savings Bank. That is on that book.

Q. But I understand you to say your large jobs are not copied into
thatbook ?

A. Well, I have not had any large jobs like this.
Q. Well, have you had anything except small jobs—that is, where the

whole amount of work would not exceed $5O0—copied into that book?
A. O, yes. I have had jobs on the Pavilion, I presume, the last year

or two.
Q. Copied into this book ?

A. Into this book; yes, sir.
Q. How large jobs ?

A. The last time—after the fire—at the Pavilion, I presume I had a
job of $2,000 or $3,000 ; somewhere about that.

Q. I thought you said at the beginning that you simply kept this book
for small jobs.

A. Partly for small jobs; yes, sir. But you must bear in mind that a
blotter that would answer a year ago might be filled up by the Ist of
December.

Q. Your only reason, then, for having this time and stock copied out
into a special book bjT a copyist, was because there was not room enough
in that small book which you kept for job-work ?

A. That was because I desired to keep it distinct and separate from
any other job. It was a large one, and I knew that it would be large.

Q. Why?
A. So that I might know at once just what it was. It would not be

mixed up,—one charge here and another somewhere else. That is why
I was specially anxious to have my foreman at the shop and here put all
the work and stock separate and distinct from all other.

Q. At what time was this copying finished ?

A. When the job was done.
Q. When was it finished ?

A. I think somewhere about the first week in January.
Q, What did the copyist do with the book ; did she give it back to

you ?

A. She kept it awhile, for I told her that probably I should want to
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keep matters a little more regularly than I had done in the past; and in
the future, on jobs of any amount, I should get a blotter and give her
every night or two the amount of work, and she could transcribe it into
that book.

Q. Well, when did she return this book to you ?

A. I think some three or four weeks ago, perhaps. She returned
it to me, I think, somewhere about that time. I have been over the book
once or twice with her in connection with the bill, and pointed out some
errors as far as phraseology is concerned.

Q. Let me see if I understand you. I understood she returned this
hook to you some three or four weeks ago ?

A. Somewhere about that time; I cannot tell just the day. As I said
before, I took no particular account of when it was returned, because I
thought it was not important.

Q. Then you had this book after you knew that the commissioners
found fault with your bill ?

A. I knew the commission found fault with my bill when it was pre-
sented in January.

Q. Then you have had this book since that time ?

A. My counsel has it.
Q. Well, you have had it ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. lam referring to this time and this memoranda book ?

A. I presume you are speaking of this book here ?

Q. Not at all.
A. Well, then, I desire to correct myself here.
Q. I don’t desire to mislead you.
A. I have already sworn to that.
Q. I ask you, when this original time-book, which you furnished Miss

Willis, and from which you made up your bill, was returned by her. It
was returned to you after the bill had been made out, and that bill had
been placed upon the book ?

A. That was the copy that was returned to me. Very early in Jan-
uary ; perhaps the first week.

Q. But you subsequently went down with the memorandum-book to
correct some mistakes with her ?

A. That is another matter I am not very positive about. I went
down to her with the memorandum-book, or the memorandum that the
foreman had made, or both, to show her about some little minor matters;
the whole correction did not amount to much; the most part was in
phraseology.

Q. Well, how long after that was your first interview with the com-
missioners ?

A. I could not tell. If I knew when the commissioners first met, I
could tell.

Q. Well, how long after any precise date ?

A. It must have been pretty early.
The Chairman, I would say to the gentlemen present it would bo

more agreeable il there was not so much loud talking.
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Mit. Fi.ood. Mr. Kimball suggested to the chairman with regard tothe glass at the first interview,—the first and only interview I Imfbeforethe full commission,—also with regard to these 12 books of gold-leaf.He suggested that I should take the bill, look over it, correct the mis-takes, and bring, a bill here upon which I would stand. He said I had
charged too much for glass. I took the bill, and went about as fast as Icould walk to where I could find the copyist, and, with the memoranda,
showed her wherever there were glaring errors in a few moments. For
example, there were the 12 books of gold-leaf.

Q. She had at this time the memorandum-book with her ?

A. I cannot tell.
Q. Well, she cither had it, or you brought it to her; did you leave it

with her to make that and the other corrections ?

A. That is another thing lam not sure of. I know I showed it to her,
and at once she saw where there were glaring errors.

Q. Well, did she immediately, then and there, upon the spot, correct
them ?

A. No, sir; she took the bill home, and gave it to me the next morning
with the memorandum. Then I brought it back, and left it in the
auditor’s office

Q. Well, where did you put the memorandum-book ?

A. I presume I brought it to my office, and left it with all these other
memoranda I had. Then I was not notified again, fori don’t know how
many weeks, and presumed everything was satisfactory. Still, Mr. Kim-
ball hung out on the 10 per cent, on glass, and Mr. Stickney was
appointed a sub-committee. I took the bill then, after she had gone out,
and looked it over. It isvery long, and there are a great many pages in it.
After writing it out (I wrote it out myself; that bill is made out in my own
hand), I went down to Hills, Turner & Harmon’s and got another glass
price-list, and had, as I here stated, this conversation with Hills, Turner
& Harmon as to what would be a low price for glass. They told me
what they would furnish glass for, and I thought it was a low price; it
was a3O per cent, low list-price. I took and re-made out the bill myself,
and took off 80 per cent. I will say that I gave the copyist a glass price-
list, and told her to charge 10 per cent, wherever there was a bill for glass.

Q. You gave the copyist that as a rule in making up the bill ?

A. I gave her two glass price-lists, one of plate and the other of Ger-
man double, and told her to charge 10per cent, on plate-glass on the list
price, and she made out the bill accordingly. That bill was the bill Mr.
Kimball objected to. When I made out the bill myself, I not only took
off that 10 per cent., which I claim now I have a right to have, but I
took off 30 per cent, from the glass-list price, and that bill was the
result.

Q. Well, when you rendered this last bill, had you this time-book
then ?

A. No, sir,—emphatically, no.
Q. How long between the time when the first bill was rendered and

the time the second bill was rendered; did the first bill remain in the
hands of the commission five or six weeks ?
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A. I presume so. I know it was quite a long time. I was anxious to
get my money, and was up here quite often.

Q. After this first bill was rendered this time-book was in your pos-
session ?

A. I have not said so. I said I cared very little about it, any more
than I would about any other old pass-book. I did not attach any value
to it until Mr. McDonald came and asked me about it, and said there were
some matters of his own on the front pages of it.

Q, But you said, when the committee found fault with your first bill,
you did carry this book down to the copyist to make certain correc-
tions ?

A. I said I carried down that time-book, and also the memoranda of
the time my foreman at the shop had kept, and told her to go over
the bill and make any correction of errors that there might be. I think
that was in January.

Q. You had the time-book, then, sometime subsequently to your first
rendering of a bill to the commissioners ?

A. About that time.
Q. You had it after you knew they had found fault with some of the

items ?

A. They only found fault with two or three items. One was that
12 books of gold-leaf; the second was |3OO for gilding the eagle; and
the third was the charge of 10 per cent, on this price of glass, where
they claimed I should not have charged any profit. These were the only
errors that ever occurred.

Q. You had it after they objected to that bill P
A, I think I did; lam not clear on that; I cannot say positively about

that.
Q. You carried it down to Miss Willis for her to make these correc-

tions ?

A. I think I did.
Q. Then it is settled that you did have it to use in correcting these

errors ?

A. I carried down that, or it might have been I carried down the
account as kept by the foreman of the shop. I carried down whatever
was necessary to correct the items. Whether it was the time-book, or
whether it was not, I cannot tell. I cannot positively say.

Q. Well, did she make the correction immediately, or did she keep it?
A. I think I have stated already, sir, positively, that she gave me the

bill, in my judgment, the next day, corrected.
Q. Did she, at the same time, give you this time-book ?

A. I think she did; I did not say the time-book, but whatever I gave
here to make the correction with.

Q. Whatever the memoranda were, she gave you back ?

A. Whatever it was.
Q. Well, is that the last recollection you have of the time-book ?

A. That is the very last recollection. As I said before, I gave no
more importance to it than I would to the back of an envelope that I
had torn up.
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Q. No one but Mr. Newell had access to your papers ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q. How long was Mr. Newell sick?
A. He was only sick three or four days.
Q. He died the 6th of February ?

A. Ido not know the day. It was in the first week of February. By
the way, I would say here that I intended this morning to ask, in my
office, one of the men if he remembered when Richard died, but I could
not find out. But three or four days before he died he was in the shop.
He was in the shop on Monday. I -was sick myself, and was notified on
Friday that he was dead, and I sent out orders for an undertaker to take
care of him. The last day he was in the shop was probably Monday. I
think somewhere about the end of the week. He was sick only three or
four days.

Q. Where did he live ?

A. In Cambridge.
Q. Do you know whereabouts P
A. On Brookline Street, I think it is.
Q. Cambridgeport, or Old Cambridge ?

A. Cambridgeport.
Q. Was there any memorandum kept of the stock returned? Certain

of this stock was returned ?

A. Ido not know that there was any. I left it entirely in the charge
of my foreman. I may just as well say here as anywhere,—just as well
at this stage of the hearing as at any other,—that, with regard - to every
pound of paint, or sheet of sand-paper, or pound of putty, I cannot tell
exactly anything about it any more than this: I know that the report I
had from my foreman at both ends of the route was, so far as I knew,
correct. I could not be here; I was not here. I was here very little.
In fact I was not anywhere very much last fall. I was about a great
deal, necessarily called from my business. I was in Boston one day and
in another city the next. I was compelled to depend upon my foremen.

Q. So that, so far as any personal supervision or superintendence is
concerned, you have no means of knowing ?

A. 1 have said that I was compelled to depend entirely upon my fore-
men.

Q. Who has been your foreman since Mr. Newell’s death?
A. David Curran.
Q. He has had charge of, and access to, your papers since that time?

A. No, sir. On jobs he is on, he has simply kept, as I have in my
pocket now, memoranda of what he has done for the past two or three
days with the men.

Q. But he has had no access whatever to your papers ?

A. No, sir. I may say here, that before I got thoroughly strong and
able to come out—of course when my foreman died, I had to put some
one in charge—l sent for him -while I was confined at home and gave
him a key to my office.

Q. Did that give him access to your papers ?
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A. It would give him access to anything that was lying about loose
on the desk, but to nothing in my safe.

Q. You usually kept these matters until they were settled, in your
safe ?

A. I do, until after I put them somewhere else. During the time the
job was in progress I kept them very carefully.

Q. You have had no difficulty with the United States concerning time ?

Mr. Doherty. One moment. Stop right here. You need not answer
that question. Mr. Flood.

Mr. Colburn. I will leave that to the Committee entirely. It occurred
to me that there might be a possibility that he had had difficulty with
other persons concerning the time of his men, and if it had been copied
upon this same book, or if it possibly might have been, that there were
reasons existing why this book should be destroyed. In cross-examina-
tion it might be competent.

The Chairman. Was there anything on that memorandum-book
relating to any other work?

A. No, sir. I have said, Mr. Chairman, that the foreman in charge
had one or two matters of his own, privately, on the fly-leaves of the
book. There was nothing regarding any other work in any other place.

The Chairman. Mr. Colburn, what do you want to get at ?

Mr. Colburn. Well, I do not care, if the Committee do not; I will
waive that question for the present. He has stated in his direct exam-
ination, I believe, that he has never been sued or sued anyone.

Q. Have you ever had any difficulty with anyone ?

A. Nothing more than I have had difficulty in the matter whether I
have worked half a day or a quarter of a day.

Q. Has any one ever disputed your accounts on the ground that you
had charged too much time P

A. I think not.
Mr. DOherty. Stop right there.
Mr. Flood, I think I could bring—
Mr. Doherty. Please wait the direction of the Committee.
Mr. Colburn. He went on in his direct evidence, and said that he

had never been sued and never sued anyone, and left the impression that
he never had any difficulty with regard to any bills for any reason. If
he had not made any such statement as that, very likely I should not
have gone into it. I think it is competent to show that he has had diffi-
culty with other persons.

Mr. Doherty. It is an entirely immaterial matter whether he has or
not. He has made a great many statements that really had no bearing
on this case. If he ever made such a statement, it is entirely immaterial,
and has no bearing upon the case, and I don’t see any reason for going
into cross-examination on that question. Suppose he gave a false
answer, it would not contradict anything.

Mr. Paul. It does appear to me, Mr. Attorney, that, as juryman, I
have had this collateral evidence brought in to show whether there is a
reason why a man should put certain evidence out of the way. I think I
have seen matters farther fetched than this would be, to show whether a



152 Apr.APPENDIX.

man had had difficulty, or to show whether there was any reason why he
should refuse to give certain testimony to the Committee. I am not a
lawyer, or the son ofa lawyer, but I have heard of these things.

'The Chairman. The reason why he did not keep these original entries
was that he had never had any trouble.

Mr. Doherty. He had never sued anybody or been sued.
Mr. Churchill. I think the question is germane here, myself.
The Chairman. I think you may ask the question.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you had any difficulty with anybody

else concerning time ?

Mr. Doherty. One moment. Is that the question that the Committee
passed upon ?

Mr. Churchill. The reporter can read the question.
[The question was read as above: Has any one ever disputed your

accounts, on the ground that you had charged too much time ?]

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you ever have any difficulty with any-
one else for whom you have done work, on account of any charge you
have made, on the ground that you overcharged the time ?

A. I have no recollection of any single occurrence, save as I have said
before; a man might say, “That man did not get along until nine o’clock,
and you have charged me a day’s time.” I have replied, “If a man
leaves my shop at seven o’clock, and doesn’t get back till six or half-past
five, I charge a day’s time for him.”

Q. How many times, sir ?

A. Very few, sir; perhaps two or three instances in my whole
business. Not more than two or three instances in my whole business.

Q. Then, excepting in a few instances, when folks have objected to
charges for the time, you have had no difficulty upon that score with any-
one ?

A. Not that I recollect.
Q. Will you swear you have not ?

A. I will swear, not that I recollect.
Q. You will go no further than that?
A. If I remembered any further, I would. I will tell you as fast as I

recollect them.
Q. Have you ever had any difficulty with anyone as to your charges

and your bills ?

A. Well, if you will explain what you mean by charges.
Mr. Doherty. Wait a moment; you will be taken care of. What do

you mean by “difficulty ” ?

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Your bills,—was there any objection made to
their amount ?

A. O, yes.
Q. Often ?

A. No, sir; I have in mind one objection that was made.
Q. Any others; more than one ?

A. Yes, I think I had, in another case, a bill for a small amount, where
there was a misunderstanding whether a job was to be done by contract
or by the day. It was a small matter where, four or five years ago, I did
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work for a gentleman in Boston, or agreed to do custom-work, for so
much money. I did some work before that, and he was under the im-
pression I should do it for what I did it five or six years ago. It was
only a minor matter of flO or f 15.

Q. Is that the whole ?

A There was another with regard to measurement, about which I had
nothing to say. I depended upon a surveyor, and the party disputed the
survey.

Q. Was there any other you recall ?

A. Ido not recollect any other. I know there was a matter regard-
ing the survey, and I referred the party to the surveyor.

Mr. Colburn. There do not nowjoccur to me any other questions that
I desire to ask this witness. I have not had an opportunity to examine
this tabulated bill. It may be possible, if they choose to put in other
testimony, that before they get through there may be some things I would
like to inquire about.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) There is one question 1 do not understand
exactly. I think you heard Mr. Kimball’s statement here the other day
about charges for glass ?

A. No, sir, I did not.
Q. I supposed you did. He stated they were, in his judgment,

enormous. Now, does this bill, as corrected, conform to what he thought
should be charged for glass, or is it now objectionable to him ; do you
know about that ?

A. Well, I don’t suppose hearsay is any evidence, I only know that I
understand from the commission, of which Mr. Stickney was the sub-
committee, that it was satifactory to him in its present form.

Q. As it was originally made out, you added 10 per cent, to the price-
list?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As it now stands, you have reduced that to 30 per cent, below the

price-list ?

A, Yes, sir, on German, but nothing on plate. All kinds of plate are
charged according to the price-list.

Q. Well, you added originally 10 per cent, above ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And it is now exactly with the price-list ?

A. Yes, sir, the plate is.
Q. And the other is 30 per cent, below ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Why was not the plate reduced 30 per cent. ?

A. Because it has got to be imported, and there is no reduction really.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) He asked why you did not make it ?

A. Because there was none to be made, except 10 per cent.
Q. Explain why you did not take off more than 10 per cent. ?

A. I have answered him.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Does that stand now in the tabulated bill ?

A. It stands so in the bill in my counsel’s hands.
20
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Q, Do you understand, Mr. Doherty, whether the tabulated bill con-
tains the reduction ?

A. (By Mr. Flood.) It does, in the margin.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) There is one question that occurs to me about

your bill, as regards the price of stock; is it a fact now that the stock is
charged simply at cost ?

A. I did not so state.
Q. I asked if that is the fact ?

A. No, sir; there are many things that there is some profit on. Mixed
colors, for example. I stated it at the opening.

Q. Do you know how much the aggregate of that profit on stock is?
Have you figured it ?

A. I haven’t figured it; but it cannot be very large. It cannot be but
very little.

Q. The reduction, then, that was made on your bill, from the original
bill, was mainly in taking off the profit charged on the stock P

A. Yes, sir, and a dollar a day off the polishers.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You speak of the profit on the mixed colors;

explain how that profit comes.
A. Well, the time the men take in mixing colors is not charged; it is

charged in the stock. I stated in the opening I could not have figured it
exactly to a half cent what it cost.

Q, Is there a price-list for mixed colors ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What are your prices when compared with it ?

A. I think they are below it, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Were those colors mixed at your shop, or in

the State House ?

A. In my shop, sir.
Q. All the colors ?

A. I think so, sir. Pardon me, I want to correct that when I say all
the colors. I mean that all the colors in that bill charged as mixed colors
were mixed at the shop and charged at the shop. The memorandum, I
believe, I gave to Mr. McDonald. These would come in at 20 cents.
What Mr. McDonald mixed here the stock is charged, and then the mixing
of those colors is charged in the time of the men here.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do I understand you that the colors mixed
at the shop are charged specifically?

A. Yes, sir; they are charged at the shop.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) How came those colors to he mixed at the shop,

and then carted up here ?

A. Mr. McDonald would send down, morning, noon and night, that
he wanted such colors made for graining, and other things, and would
send down and get them. The men would report to him what was

brought up, and Mr. McDonald would charge it.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You have said in your testimony to-day that Mr.

Newell kept an account of all the stock sent away from the shop.
A. I did not so understand my testimony. I said Mr. Newell kept

account of all the stock used in the shop, about the shop business. What
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I wanted to convey was the idea that every job of painting that was done
anywhere, he kept an account of the stock. The stock that came here
he simply gave the man that came down. For example, a man came for
30 pounds of mixed stock, or the team came for 100 weight of stock
mixed, and he would simply report what the weight of thatwas, and that
man gave it to Mr. McDonald. But what Mr. Newell did charge was
this: If a man was working on blinds, for example, the stock that he
used on those blinds in that shop was charged by him in the shop.

Q. Was this book in the possession of this lady at the same time it
was copied P

A. Precisely, sir.
Q. Well, is not the book in existence ?

A. It wasn’t a book; I have stated in the opening what Mr. Newell
kept his accounts on. He kept them on tablets, and would make his
reports to me. When I wasn’t in sometimes he would report to
me at night. If there were two men in the shop, he would make
the charge in connection with their work, and would put the tablets
in my safe. When the whole job was done, I took this time-book, this
report that Mr. McDonald gave me every Saturday night, and those
tablets that Air. Newell kept in part, and I kept in part, and the whole
of them I brought to my copyist who made up the bill, and that is the
result.

Q. You say Mr. Newell kept the account on tablets, and you took it
off and destroyed them. What did you put them into when you took
them off of Mr. Newell’s tablets?

Mr. Doherty. He has not said that.
Mr. Flood. I haven’t said that at all. I said Mr. Newell kept the slate;

when I left Boston to go off, I gave him my position in my office. If
the men came in to get any little thing that they wanted, he would put
it on the slate. That is the law of the shop, printed and posted up, that
all stock taken out of the shop would be charged to the several jobs. If
a man went out for anything when.l was in Boston, it would be put on
the slate, and if I was not in Boston he would take my position, and I
would take them off on to the tablets. When I was in Boston I would do
it, and when I was away he would do it. Every one of these was care-
fully kept, and when the job was completed they were compiled, and
there was the result.

Q. What were the tablets ?

A. I mean pieces of paper; I describe them as paper blocks.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How did Mr. McDonald know how many pounds

came to him unless Mr. Newell sent him a card by the teamster?
Mr. Doherty. That has already been gone into.
Mr. Collins. On page 109 you will find the answer to the last ques-

tion on page 108. [Reads]—

“Q. If I understand you, the stock that went from the shop, there was
a memorandum kept there ?

“A. But not charged there ?

“Q- Simply a memorandum there ?
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“A. But not charged there, because I found out that Mr. McDonald,
when he reported to me, would put the charge in his book.”

Mr. Doherty. Then again, on page 114, he has spoken of it.
Mr. Paul. Well, sir, I find on page 114, he says [reads] :

“A. Yes, sir; but my foreman here did whenever they came up.
“Q. You charged it upon your book ?

“A. Yes, sir.”

Q. Now, whore is the book upon which you made these charges P
A. Here is the book; this is a transcript of it.
Mr. Collins. It is a compilation of all the items on the books and

tablets.
Mr. Dohertyl He gave a general correction, and said, “ I charged so

much for labor and so much for stock.”
Mr. Paul. And on page 114, he also said [reads] :

“A. I sent a great deal of it from my own stock.
“Q. Well, whenever you sent, whatever it may have been,—to illus-

trate, a cask of lead or a barrel of oil,—you charged it upon a book at
your place of business ?

“A. That from the shop ?

“Q. Yes.
“A. Yes, sir; but my foreman here did ivhenever they came up.
“Q. You charged it upon your book ?

“A. Yes, sir.
“ Q Now, where is that book upon which you made those charges ?

“A. I charged them from the memorandum which was made by my
foreman.”

Mr. Verryl And he followed it with [reads] :

“Q. But you charged it on a book in which it was kept in a perma-
nent form ?

“A Yes, sir; on these tablets; that was the permanent form.
“Q. They Yvere not permanent ?

“A. They were; for they were put in the safe every night.
“Q. Do you mean to say you had no charge of the stuff that went

from your shop, except what tvas on those tablets ?

“A. I mean to say just that, sir.
“Q. You mean to say you had no book on which it was put P
“A. No, sir.
“Q. That account, kept by Mr. McDonald, and the tablets, are both

lost?
“A. Yes, sir. They cannot be found, that is very clear.
“Mr. Collins. He has testified that there was a memorandum made

of the o-oods that came from his shop, and they were charged here.
“Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Was there a memorandum made at the shop,
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whenever any material was sent from the shop, on those tablets, and when
the stuff got here Mr. McDonald made a memorandum of it on his
hooks; that was the way of it ?

“A. Yes, sir.
“Q. You sent no bill to Mr. McDonald ?

“ A., O, no, sir.
“Q. lie took it from the card ?

“A. Yes, sir.
“Q. Did you ever compare these tablets with this memorandum-

hook?
“A. I have, sir.
“Q. Did it yourself ?

“A. Yes, sir.
“Q. When did you do it ?

“A. About the close of the job, the last of December.”

Mr. Collins. I do not see how a clearer witness than Mr. Flood
would not be confused by the way the examination was conducted on
Friday.

Mr. Paul. If he can get confused by this Committee, I do not know
what he would get at the hands of lawyers. Of course, all allowance is
made for green hands.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Will you be kind enough now to state
when Mr. Loring approved your bills ?

A. About the first of January. •

Q. This year ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was your price in 1872. Can you remember, and tell me

about the price for a square yard of painting ?

A. I cannot, sir.
Mr. Doherty. What kind of painting P
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Can you tell me about the price per square

yard for painting in 1872, as a matter of information ?

A. I cannot. I can send and get fhe cards, but I cannot in a moment
tell you.

Q. Ido not want you to say7 to a cent; but can y 7ou tell me anywhere
near ?

A. What kind of work ?

Q. Inside or outside painting.
A. Well, there are different prices. I may as well say there is no list

ever printed—
Q. Do you know what you yourself charged in 1872 ?

A. I believe the only house I recollect painting was one in Plymouth,
hut I cannot tell you what it was, —18,20 or 26 cents per yard, somewhere
about that.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What do you say ?

A. Somewhere about 25 cents.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Is it customary, Mr. Flood, on survey work,

for the mechanic to pay half the survey and the owner the other halfP
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A. It is, sir, by mutual consent.
Q. It is customary ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you have any difficulty at any time on any job within four

years, on which you took off two-thirds of the bill P
A. I think I stated a few minutes ago that there were three matters

in my recollection.
Q. You said there was a matter of $l5 or $2O ?

A. Yes; 1 know which account yon are driving at, and I will answer
it here and now, just as well as at any other time. I painted a house for
Mr. Briggs, in Plymouth, in 1872. I was at work at the time for Mr.
Jacob 11. Loud. I think if he was on the witness stand—

Mr. Doherty. No matter about that.
Mr. Flood. The job was done with the mutual agreement that it

should be done by the yard. After the job was done, it was understood
we should have Mr. Hall, and I said I would send Mr. Hall down to
measure the job. Mr. Hall went down and measured the job, and came
back and gave me a report. In accordance with the report, I sent a bill
to Mr. Briggs, and charged him for what I had done. Mr. Briggs
demurred, and said there could not be so many yards in it.

Q. Do you remember the number of yards ?

A. I do not. I told Mr. Briggs I did not know anything about it.
Said I, “I have not measured it, but there is Mr. Hall’s report.” Another
gentleman was with him, and it took them some time. I concluded that
the only way to do it, was to get the surveyor, and let him explain him-
self. I made an appointment, and they met at my office. I sent
for Mr. Hall, and he came in; I had not seen him from the time he had
made the measurement. I said to Mr. Hall, “Mr. Briggs says you have
made his house more than it is.” He said he had not, and Mr, Briggs
said he had measured it. Mr. Hall said he had not, and there were some
very hot words before it was over. Finally, I urged upon Mr. Hall to go
down again. He w'ent down again, and found he had made a mistake.
That mistake was corrected, and the result of it I communicated to Mr.
Briggs; Mr. Briggs still demurred, and said there could not be that
much in it. I sent him a pretty sharp letter, and Mr. Briggs offered
terms of settlement. On Mr. Loud’s account, for Mr. Loud recommended
me to him, I accepted the terms. It is the only thing I am sorry for.
But I am not in the habit of going to law very much, and I accepted the
terms on Mr. Loud’s account, and really at his request. I went down to
talk with him about it, and showed him how I had been treated. He
said he was very sorry that anything of the kind happened, and on Mr.
Loud’s account, more than anything else, I accepted his terms. Ido not
know now, if he had never paid me, that I should have sued him.

Q.. But you threatened to sue him ?

A. I may have once. My temper is not very good at times.
Q. Well, Mr. Hall made the measurement of the building, 2,878 yards,

by his report. ?
t

Mr. Doherty. Well, Mr. Flood, we will not go any further into this
matter unless the Committee say so.
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The Chairman. Ido not think these questions are competent, unless
the Committee say so.

Mr. Churchill. I only want to show—
Mr. Collins. This is trying Hall, not Flood.
Mr. Churchill. Well, we will summon Hall here.
Mr. Flood. You cannot. Mr. Hall, unfortunately, is dead. You can

have his brother,
Mr. Churchill. He has been summoned.
Mr. Flood. Yes, sir.
Mr. Collins. You might send a celestial commissioner to take his

deposition.
Mr. Flood. You may have his brother to testify as to the accuracy of

his measurement.
Mr. Churchill. I shall call for the ruling of the Committee on this

matter of measurement.
Mr. Doherty. On Mr. Briggs’ house P Suppose we bring in every

house he ever painted in Boston to show that he had charged a reasona-
ble price for it; would it be competent evidence ? Would this Commit-
tee want to have it ?

Mr. Churchill. I shall call for the vote of the Committee.
Mr. Collins. I submit this is merely trying the accuracy of a dead

man’s survey.
Mr. Doherty. On an outside matter two or three years’ old.
The Chairman. If it was anything that would do us any good we

might hear it.
Mr. Churchill. I will pass it over now.
Q. Well, these 120 books of gold-leaf; will you tell me what they

were used for? For what parts of the house were they used for orna-
mentation ?

A. I cannot say; I was this morning trying to jog my gilder’s memory
about it, to learn more than what I stated on Friday. There was some
work in the Senate Chamber, and one other matter I did not take into
account.

Q. I would like to have you state, if you can, what work was done in
the Senate.

A. There was some in the Senate and some in the Council Chamber;
and there is the clock in the House of Representatives ; that was a mat-
ter I did not know of before my foreman jogged my memory about it.
I may as well say here, Mr. Churchill, as anywhere, I have stated so
before, I cannot give an account of every pound of putty that came here.
I was in the hands of my foreman, I was absent a great deal of the
time, and I had to depend upon him and his accuracy.

Q. Will you tell me upon what portions or ornaments of the State
House the gold-leaf was put ? There was not much gold-leaf put on
inside, I take it?

A. I think there was considerable.
Q. Can you tell me in the Senate where it was placed P
A. Yes, sir; the scrolls had it on. It takes a great deal more goldthan any man who is not a gilder can understand.
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Q. Now in the House ?

A. In the House there was some around the clock, hut I don’t know
how much it took. I can simply tell you how much was charged.

Q. Then you don’t know where the 120 books of gold-leaf went to P
A. I don’t know where it was used. I know there was gilding done

here, and charged here.
Q. Well, why was it charged, if you did not know where it went to?

A. I depended upon my foreman. I don’t know what particular use
wr as made of it, exactly.

Q. Then you do not know where it went ?

A, I found it charged; that is all I know about it.
Mr. Churchill. I am through with any questions to-day, Mr. Chair-

man.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Mr. Flood, I have understood that the estimates

for this work were made by you,—some portion of them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q Is it true ?

A. For Major Morissey P
A. Yes ?

A. Yes, sir. Major Morissey asked me to make them; he asked me—-
whether this last time he did so or not, I don’t know—to make an approx-
imate estimate two or three times for him within a couple of years or so.

Q. It is said that the estimate for this work—the inside work, and,
for aught I know, the outside work—was made by you in 1874?

A. Very likely, sir; I have been asked frequently by Major Morissey,
and I may add, also, every year, about certain things.

Q. Did you make the estimate ?

A. I did make an estimate every year, for some things or other.
Q. I wish you would take the attorney’s book of the testimony, and

turn to page 73, under “Painting inside.” Have you got it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. It is said that you made those estimates ?

A. Very likely, sir, I did.
Q. Well, now, I would like to know what work was done upon this

establishment; I would like to know what work was done upon this
establishment, that is not described under the title there of “ painting
inside ” ?

A. Well, sir, this was ah estimate—
Q. I don’t ask that; I don’t care what this is an estimate of. I only

want to know what work was done here that is not described—there are

two, four, six, eight, nine, ten items there—now, what work was done
that is not described in that estimate ?

A. I cannot at this moment tell you. I presume I counted certain
rooms, but—

Q. “Painting Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on the same
floor ? ”

A. Yr es, sir.
Q. That is very comprehensive. There cannot be anything more than

that ?
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A. Yes, sir; $2,000.
Q. That comprises everything that was to be done on that floor.

Now, I want to know, ifyou can tell me, what else there was done on that
floor, that is not described in that item ?

A. Now, do you mean this last time ?

Q. This is the last time.
A. There is twice as much work done here as what I bid upon.
Q. I don’t ask you what you bid upon here. you say you fur-

nished this estimate P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, the first item in that estimate reads in this way :—“Painting

Doric Hall, and all rooms and entries on same floor.” Now, I want to
know what work was done there which is not properly described by that
phrase ?

A. If you will let me answer it in my own way, I will tell you.
Q. I don’t want you to answer it in your own way; I want you to

answer my question ?

A. I gave that as an approximate—
Q. I didn’t ask you that; I asked you what work was done which was

not included in the estimate ?

Mr. Dohekty. What work was done, he asked you.
A. It covers all the work which was done.
Q. Does it cover material ?

A, It does, sir.
Q. It covers'all the work and material ?

A. It does, sir.
Q. “Painting all rooms and entries in second story,”—does that de-

scribe everything that there was done, and the material for it, in the
second story ?

A. Yes, sir, I presume so.
Q. “ Painting all rooms and entries in third story,”—is that true of

that?
A. I presume so,

Q. “Painting all rooms and entries above third story,”—is that true of
that ?

A. I presume so.
Q. And “ all rooms and entiles in basement ” ?

A. I presume so.
Q. “Painting Senate Chamber ” and “Representatives’ Hall ” and

“Library ” ?

• A. I didn’t do the Library.
Q. “ Staging for painting Senate and House,” “ staging for painting

Library,”—now, in the schedule, the Library was not painted ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And the staging was not used ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So that would reduce that estimate $1,700 from what you have

actually got it set down here ?

21
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A. About the staging, lam not so clear on that; we did do consider-
able staging here, you know.

Q. No, in the Library; you didn’tpaint the Libraiy, and of course used
no staging in the Library ?

A. No, sir, of course not.
Q. You didn’t paint the Library and of course include nothing for

staging in the Library P
A. No, sir.
Q. Now, did you use any staging of your own; were you at any

expense about staging, except the work in placing it ?

A. No, sir; except the wear and tear of it, such as trussle-horses, and
all that sort of thing.

Q. Didn’t you use the staging furnished by somebody else ?

A. No, sir; I think somebody else used the staging furnished by me.
Q. I want to get at whether the staging, which you have estimated

here, was actually used in any part of this work ?

A. Not that I am aware of, unless so far as assistance in putting up
staging was concerned.

Q. You used somebody else’s staging?
A. No, sir; the carpenters put up some of the staging in certain

places, and where we could we took advantage of that.
Q. Did you use your own staging P
A. We used our trussle-horses and planks, and that sort of thing, and

other people used them too.
Q. Did you use staging to the amount of what you have estimated

here ?

A. I think not.
Q If you had got your calculation accurate, if you had been correct

to a cent, this charge of $11,587.75 ought to be reduced $1,500 for painting
the Library, $2OO for staging for the Library, and a portion of the $737.75
for other staging ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you tell about how much of that $737.75 ought to be charged

for the staging which you actually used, of your own, here in this work?
A. 1 don’t make any charge for staging of my own at all.
Q, But suppose you had ?

A. That profit on my men covered that.
Q. But suppose you had a charge for staging?
A. I could not tell; you might take the whole of it oft' if you like;

that calculation for staging did not come from me; I cannot tell you how
much it would cost to build a staging for carpenter-work for the SenatS
and the House of Representatives—

Q. Now, this part of the estimate is not your work ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Now, I want to know what you did in Doric Hall, and the rooms

and entries on the same floor, which was not comprised in the $2,000
which you estimated it would cost to do it ?

Mr. Doherty. It would be a perfectly fair question to ask him what
he proposed to do it for by contract.
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Mr. Verby. I don’t propose to ask that question; I want to know
what there was done in Doric Hall, and in the rooms and entries on the
same floor, which was not contemplated in that estimate of $2,000 ?

A. If you will permit me to ask you a question—
Q. Well, if you did, I don’t believe I cbuld answer it, and therefore it

is not best to ask it.
A. Do you mean in quantity or quality or number of coats, or not ?

Q. I want to know what you did in Doric Hall, and “ all rooms and
entries on same floor,” that was not embraced in your estimate of$2,000 ?

A. I did a good deal this time,—more than I embraced in the estimate.
Q. That is exactly what I ask.
A. And that is what I want to give.
Q. Now, that is the question. What did you do which was not em-

braced in the estimate ?

A. A good deal.
Q. Well, you say “ a good deal.” What was it?
A. The work got three coats of paint, and I estimated on two coats,

and it got two coats of gloss.
Q. Go slow; we want to get at it. You say you estimated here on

two coats of paint P
A. Yes, sir, if my memory is right.
Q. And instead of two coats of paint you put on, what P
A. Three coats of paint,—three on the walls, and two coats of gloss.
Q. So that you have got one coat of paint and two coats of gloss that

are not included in the estimate ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, what would be a fair charge,—supposing $2,000 to be the

charge for two coats of paint,—what would be a fair charge for two coats
of gloss ?

A. There is one coat of paint to be added to that.
Q. I will get at that. I want to know what proportion gloss is to

paint, in the expense of material and laying it on ?

A. Well, I think it is more to gloss, because it requires more care and
better men.

Q. Well, give us about your judgment?

A. Well, perhaps it would not be too much to say double; perhaps it
would not be too much to say, that it is certainly as much to give a coat
of gloss as it is to give a coat of paint. There is no question about that
in my mind.

Q. Do you mean to say, if $2,000 is a fair charge for two coats of
paint, $4,000 is a fair charge for two coats of gloss ?

A. I mean to say, if $2,000 is a fair charge for two coats ofpaint, that,
perhaps, $4,000 would not be out of the way for three coats of paint and
two coats of gloss.

Q. Just confine yourself to my theory—for I have got one—about
this.

A. Some of those got three coats of paint.
Q. Supposing they did; have you any objection to answer my ques-

tion first ?
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A. Not a bit, sir.
Q. Well, just answer it: What is a fair charge for two coats of gloss

where £2,000 is a fair charge for two coats of paint ?

A. All of this was not glossed, I will say that; but if it had been all
glossed, £4,000 would not have-been too much.

Q. Your answer, then, is, if £2,000 is a fair charge for two coats of
paint, £4,000 was a fair charge for two coats ofgloss ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Collins. Provided it all was glossed.
Mr. Yerry. lam coming to that. What portion of this was glossed ?

A. All the columns and the white work standing in Doric Hall.
Q. How large a proportion of the whole was glossed P
A. 1 cannot tell.
Q. Well, have you any judgment about it ?

A. Perhaps a third of it was.
Q. Then, it would be a third of £4,000 to add for the gloss ?

A. I presume so, sir.
Q. That would be £1,338.33 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Now, the extra coat of paint; you say there were three coats put

on to Doric Hall ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The extra coat of paint is another £l,OOO ?

A. No ; I don’t know that it would cost that.
Q, How much ; you have got two coats of paint for £2,000; what is

the price for the third coat ?

A. A third coat don’t cost so much in proportion as the first two ones
would,

Q. Well, what is the proportion?
A. Probably £5OO or £6OO.
Q. Well, put it at £6OO, if you think that is a fair price, and two coats

of gloss wouldbe £1,388.38, according to that estimate. Now, passing
from that to the “ painting of rooms and entries in the second story ”;

now, I want toknow what was done in the second story not contem-
plated b}7 your estimate ?

A. The same amount of extra work all over, about.
Q. Well, do you mean to say that you want to increase it in the same

proportion ?

A. 1 don’t know; as I said before I cannot—
Q. You know, of course, what you had in your mind when you gave

your estimate for “ painting of rooms and entries in the second story ” ?

A. Now, I will tell you how those estimates were made, if you will
permit me. Major Morissey would send me a note, and I would come up
and run over the building, probably would not be half an hour; he wanted
an approximate cost, but didn’t want anything to bind him, because he
didn’tknow that the work would be done.

Q. You came up to give an estimate which was to influence the legis-
lature ?
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A. I gave one to Major Morissey, and he probably got somebody else
to give one also.

Q. You gave an estimate which was to be used as a basis of action ?

A. I knew Major Morissey had asked me for it.
Q. And that is the reason why you gave it P
A. Precisely.
Q. And I presume it was honest, wasn’t it ?

A. It was very hurried.
Q. You gave an honest judgment of what you thought was fair at the

time to clean up the building ?

A. Yes, sir; I should not calculate to give anything else if I knew it.
Q. That is as I supposed; and I supposed that this estimate might be

some guide, as you haven’t furnished anything at all by which we Would
get at the amount of work that has been done ?

A. I cannot answer it any differently from what Ido ; I would simply
hurriedly make a report of about how much he ought to ask to do certain
things for; I gave it very little thought at the time I looked into a room. I
would say, “I think we can paint this room for $ 100 or §200,” as the case
may be, and marked it down, and gave it to Major Morissey. I think
that is the way he has got it, if he has got the old reports; I didn’t pay
particular attention to it. I wasn’t asked to figure on something which I
had got to do.

Q. Then you think the estimates are not worth anything ?

A. Those I don’t think are worth anything, because he would tell me
he didn’t know that he was going to do anything, but simply that the
legislature would meet and he wanted to make his report to them, I
didn’t understand that it was going on into the legislature.

Q. What did you understand ?

A. I understand the legislature every year asked him how much
money he would want for doing certain things, and he would go to cer-
tain mechanics and ask them what such and such things would cost, and
they would give him a rough estimate of what it would cost.

Q. Didn’t you say you would do the work contemplated by this
estimate at the price named P

A. I don’t think I told him I would do it.
Q. Will you swear you didn’t ?

A. I will not swear that I didn’t; the whole conversation, as I said,
was informal; I wasn’t asked to make an estimate for doing the work.
If I had been told I was going to do it, I should have been pretty careful
about it.

Q. You did it in 1867, there was a chance for you to do it.
A. I did it in 1867 ; he didn’t lead me to suppose that thei'e was any

chance either for me or anybody else doing it.
Q. Well, did he lead you to suppose that you could not get it ?

A. He led me to suppose that the work would not be done at all.
Q. Well, if the work was to be done, did he lead you to suppose you

would not get it ?

A. O, no, sir; he lead me to suppose that I had about an equal chance
with anybody else.
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Q. I understand you to answer these questions, substantially, that the
estimates you made for doing this work are no guide whatever for arriv-
ing at a fair charge for the work that was done ?

A. Well, “no guide whatever ”; of course they are some guide, hut
wore I asked—

Q. A poor specimen of a guide ?

A. If I was asked to make a report of the cost of the work to the
legislature, and told that there was a probability that the work would be
done, then the report I would make would be a guide.

Q. Well, your estimates here are f 10,000 less than the actual cost for
doing the work; that is the way of it, isn’t it ?

A. Yes, for two coats of paint.
Q. Well, for the work which you did ?

A. Not for the work which I did; that is not the way to put it; that is
not fair; we did twice as much work as that.

Q. I don’t know it; but I say the estimates you made here are no
guide at all for the work which you did P

A. No, sir, they are not.
Q. My statement was correct, then. Now, then, did you have any

directions from anybody to do the work any differently from what you
had originally estimated it in your estimate ?

A. I had, sir.
Q. Now, who gave you directions to do it differently?
A. Well, Mr. Wiley did ; Mr. Kimball—
Q. Mr. Wiley gave you directions to deviate from the methods on

which your estimates were based ?

A. These estimates were not brought into consideration at all; they
were not brought up; I was simply told to go to work and make the best
job I could, and I have done it.

Q. Then you mean to say 'Mr. Wiley gave you directions to deviate
from the methods on which your estimates were based P

A. This estimate was not talked of.
Q. Well, if it wasn’t talked of he could not give you directions to

deviate from that method ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, then, you don’t mean to be understood as saying that you had

directions from Mr. Wiley to deviate from the method in which you had
originally made your estimates in doing your work ?

A. We didn’t discuss it at all; it was not talked of.
Q. You have answered it in two ways: that Mr. Wiley did give you

directions to deviate from it, and that the estimate was not talked of?
A. It was distinctly stated by me that the estimate was not discussed,

and I did not say Air. Wiley gave me orders to deviate from it.
Mr. Verry. Will the stenographer please read the question and

answer ?

The stenographer read as follows:

“Q. Now, who gave you directions to do it differently ?

“A. Well, Air. Wiley did.”
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Witness. Those estimates were not brought into consideration.
Q. And then I said that you don’t mean to be understood as saying

that Mr. Wiley gave you directions to deviate from the methods on
which your estimates were originally based ?

A. We didn’t talk about it; we didn’t think of such a thing as this;
we simply came here to do the work.

Q. So you had no directions from anybody to deviate from the methods
on which your estimate was based ?

A. I don’t know what that question means.
Q. Had you directions from any one of the commissioners, or any-

body, to do this work in any different manner from the manner in which
you proposed to do it when you made these estimates ?

Mr. Doherty. State what you did, and what directions the commis-
sioners gave you.

A. The commissioners gave me directions to come here and do this
work as it ought to be done,in the most thorough manner; this was never
talked of; there were no estimates mentioned.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) There was nothing to deviate from P
A. There was nothing to deviate from.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) When you made these estimates, then, it was

for not doing this work in a thorough manner ?

A. There are two or three ways of doing work.
Q. When you made these estimates, then, it was not for doing this

work in a thorough manner ?

A. It was an approximate estimate to guide Major Morissey.
Q. Will you be kind enough to answer my question, if it is plain ;

whether these estimates were made for doing the work in a thorough
manner ?

A. Well, not as thoroughly, by any means, as it is donenow; and with
very little care they were made, too.

Q. You knew, didn’t you, that an appropriation had been made to do
this work on the State House P

A. At this time, sir ?

Q. At the time when you were employed to do it ?

A. The last time ?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir; I did know by the reports in the papers.
Q. And you knew that your estimate was one of the elements which

went to make up the sum of that appropriation ?

A. I didn’t know whether my estimate was taken or somebody else’s ;

I could not tell that.
Q. You didn’t know that ?

A. I didn’t know that.
Q. Never was told that, eh ?

A. Never was told that; no recollection of ever being told that.
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Be-dieect by Mr. Doherty.

Q. Mr. Flood, was the matter of glazing included in this estimate at
first?

A. No, sir.
Q. Frescoing ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Cleaning, and other extra work P
A. No, sir.
Q. Glass itself?
A. No, sir.
Q. Or gilding ?

A, No, sir.
Q. Or polishing ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) The word “ cleaning,” Mr. Flood,—what do you

mean by that ?

Mr. Doherty'. I mean the extra cleaning which he did, washing the
walls, etc.

A. The foreman has testified to that better than I can.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) You ivouldn’t have cleaned the walls, and put
the work on, under your estimates of painting ?

A. Well, there would be a certain amount of cleaning required to be
done; if it was done under contract, there would not, perhaps, be every
little detail done, as though it was carried out by the day.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Where was the frescoing done ?

A. There has been no frescoing done, except touching up some.
Q. I thought Mr. Doherty asked you about frescoing ?

A. There has been one or two rooms,—the secretary of the Common-

wealth’sroom, for example, and the columns, and all the painting between
the banisters in the House of Representatives, and all that; and there is
no estimate made for bronzing, allow me to say, according to that.

Q. Well, that is not frescoing, is it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) In speaking about the estimates which you

furnished, were they made up from a guess on your part, or from actual
measurements or a survey which you had ?

A. They were made from going into a room and looking around, and
were what I thought they could get a couple of coats of paint for.

Q. Did you have a survey of the State House in 1867 or 1868 ?

A. Yes, sir, there was a survey of part of it.
Q. Whom did you employ ?

A. Mr. Grainger.
Q, Did you have anybody with you when you made the survey, or

Yvhen you came in 1874 to look around?
A. No, sir
Q. Then, it is a mere guess upon your part ?

A. Yes, sir; it is a mere guess on my part.
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Re-cross by Mr. Colburn.
Q. As to the men employed here; how many of them were men that

you hired by the month or by the year? You said you had certain men,
or some one here has testified that you had men hired here, not only by the
day, but by the year; how many of these men were there ?

A. I could not tell you now; they would come here occasionally in
wet weather and work a day, and the like of that; then they were taken
oft'. .

Q. Can you give any approximation of the number P
A, I know after the middle of December, as the foreman has stated,

or the 18th, 19th or 20th of December,' they were mostly the men that
were here.

Q. But you cannot give any idea,or any approximative estimate, of the
proportion of those men employed here P

A. No, sir; it must have been a very small proportion, because there
was a large delegation of men who had never worked for me before.

Q, How much did you pay those yearly men whom you employed ?

A. They cost me more than f 3 a day.
Q. My question was, how much did you pay them ?

A. One of them I paid f2.76, kept him for a year; and there was
another one of them I paid something less than that, giving him his holi-
days and all that sort of thing; there were none of them who didn’t get
more than $3 a day—

Q. But the rate was less than f 3 a day P
A. Of all of them ?

Q. Yes, all of those yearly men?
A. No, not all of them; David Cairns gets |2O a week, which is a

little more than $3 a day.
Q. Well, all the others were less than $3 ?

A. Not all of them.
Q. Well, name some of them ?

A. Two or three were less, who worked here during the latter part of
December.

Q. I don’t know but what you have gone into the fact—l don’t see it
now in the testimony—as to who gave the orders for the polishing ?

A. Yes, sir, I have; Mr. Tucker, I said here on Friday, could answer
that a great deal better than I could.

Q. You don’t have a clear idea now of who gave that order to you ?

A. I have not a very clear idea of it, as I came here and found that
that had been the order, and we went on to it.

Q. I believe you state here [reading from the testimony taken on
Friday], “I cannot at this moment tell you; am certain we got it, and
the reason why I must have got it was that I should not have done it if
we didn’t ” ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t now recall ?

A. Ido not, sir.
Q. What time was it when you went to Washington ?

22
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A. That I cannot recollect exactly.
Q. Well, state as nearly as you can.
A. Some time in January.
Q, The latter part of January ?

A. Perhaps so.
Q. Well, what was the date of your return, —can you state that ?

A. The date of my return ; I went in the latter part; I was only there
a few days, and returned about the latter part, I guess; so I think it was
both in January.

Q Let me see: on page 120 of your testimony I understand you to
say that the depreciation in stock amounts to 60 cents a day per man ?

A. Not in stock.
Q. I mean in tools P
At I say tools,—lost, stolen or worn-out; I think that is low enough to

put it for such a job as this is.
Q. That is per man ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that, for these 2,326 days, you think that the depreciation in the

tools would be $ 1,100 or 11,200 ?

A. I think all the brushes, used here, and stolen and broken, and steps
destroyed, etc., would run up considerable of a bill; that is an approxi-
mate average, such as a master-mechanic makes; you must bear in mind,
besides, that whatever superintendence I could give, I did.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) That is what they calculate on ?

A. That is what they calculate on ; every master-mechanic in Boston
does; that is my judgment.

Q (By Mr. Colbukn.) So you think in the progress of this work that
the depreciation in the tools would amount to f 1,100,or more?

A. I say that is a calculation which a master-mechanic would make;
I never went into a calculation to figure down to see how long a brush
would last; I think any old painter would bear me out in my statement.

Q (By Mr. Shaw.) What proportion are stolen, do you think ?

A. I cannot tell you that.
Q. Well, what in the proportion for wear and tear then?
A. I don’t know; what I base the stolen on would be this; I put it

this way: if you had eight or ten dozen of dusters, for example, that is
one item, in your shop now; and in two months from now you would
have very few of them; men leave their tools around, and they are
picked up by somebody else. I don’t think men steal tools, but they
leave them around carelessly, and some one else finds them out and picks
them up

Q. I simply' ask the question, because I want to know the thieving
propensity of the mechanics in this State, I have simply figured it down
in that way and find the proportion is very large, as compared with what
it is in thatportion of the State from whence I came, and I didn’t know
but what you were more dishonest here ?

A. Well, brushes cost $23 per dozen, and they get worn the same as
everything else does in the work-
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was this room about as bad as any room was in
the building ?

A. I think not, sir.
Q. As bad as the average,—there is considerable stucco-work about

this—would this room be a fair average of the painting of the rooms
in the rest of the building P

A. No, sir, because it is very much easier to get at it; it is a square
room,

Q. Were there as many coats of paint put on this room as on any of
them ?

A. I think not; I think that end has more paint on it, as my foreman
said; that is a matter you will have to ask him about; he was here all
the time, and I was not

Q. Well, make a supposition that there were three coats of paint put
on,—what would this room cost to give it three coats of paint?

A. I stated on Friday that in the condition the State House was in, no
man could give an estimate of the cost to paint it.

Q. Well, could not you make an allowance large enough to get at it?
A. I don’t think you could in the state the building was in; I don’t

think you could make any allowance, as I stated on Friday, for all parts
of this building, where it would take a man in Doric Hall the greater
part of a day to cut out the base of a column.

Q. Well, what would it cost to give this room three coats of paint ?

A. Do you mean plain color?
Q. I mean tinted just as it is.
A. 60 or 65 cents a yard.
Q. Would that be a liberal price for the whole building?
A. I think not, sir.
Q Well, what would be liberal for the whole building ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. Would you have the Committee to understand, Mr. Flood, that

you would not make an estimate of what you would do it for, and stand
by it, if you had been asked by Major Morissey to have done so ?

A. I don’t mean to say that.
Q. If you don’t mean to say that, then you don’t mean to say you can-

not estimate it ?

A. I mean to say that I should have been very dilatory in making an
estimate of what I could do this by the yard for; I should have infinitely
preferred to do it by the day, and so would anybody.

Q. That is not what I wanted to get at. I want to get at the price
per yard you would fix upon for the building.

A. I could put on a sum to have covered it.
Q. Well, give us that sum, which you would put on to cover it.
A. I stated very emphatically on Friday, I think, this ; that it would

not be fair to take and tell a man to go to work and paint a house
thoroughly as it could be done by the day, and then four or five months
afterwards ask him to measure it, I think there is no fairness about it,
because you know, and everybody knows, and every mechanic knows that
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has done as much business as you have, that men will be more particular
and attend more to little things when they are working by the day then
if they were painting the house by the yard.

Q. Well, you know, as one celebrated individual said, every man has
his juice, and there must be a jjrice for doing work according to his
standard ?

A. Well, that is not the way I was asked to come here and work.
Q. Well, isn’t there a price which you could get at to do this work ?

A. Well, at best, it would be a guess; I could put it at 60 cents and
might do it for 40 cents.

Q. Well, strike an average and say 60 cents?
A. Well, then, it would be jumping at it.
Q. Well, say 60 cents a yard. I don’t know how many yards there

are, by ten thousand, in this State House; but I only ask the question so
that the Committee can get some approximate price for this work. I
believe the work is done well, for the coats of paint put on ; it is a first-
class piece of work; I want to see if we could get at a price for doing the
work which would pay anyone well P

A. I cannot give you a price to-day, and I don’t know that I could at
any time, because you cannot make a price for taking up carpets and
removing furniture.

Q. That has been stated in another bill P
Mr. Doherty. He said by his men.
A, I said by my men.
Q. I don’t care about the price of taking up carpets as I would to

know the price of painting,—that is what I want ?

A. Mr. Paul, I think, is the man who knows as much as anybody
about that.

Q. lam a very high-priced man; I make a very liberal estimate.
A. Therefore just the man I want to have, sir.
Q. If a man asked me the price for doing this work, and a price high

enough, I would give it to him. Now, I ask you the price per yard for
doing just such work as has been done—the very best work and the
very best stock?

A. There are some parts of this, building, as my foreman has stated,
that have got five or six coats, patching and all that, and I could not give
an estimate of what it is worth to get at anything that is in reason. As
I said before, I might jump away beyond and I might jump short of the
price. Why, sir, from the state in which the house was in when I came
here, I should have hesitated to have given any price for doing the work
by the yard; should have hesitated to have gone into the market to do it
by the yard; the only way to do it was by the day, and that is the way
it was done, and that is the way the bill is made out.

Q. Suppose that for doing this work in the way that it is now done,
and the amount given you was 60 cents per yard, wouldn’t you accept that
offer to-day ?

A. If I started at that I would have kept on, if I knew at the first I
was making about 00 cents a yard.
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Q. Well, what would be the difference, with the same kind of work,
done by the day or by the job ?

A. You cannot average it.
Q. It would be only in the labor, wouldn’t it P
A. The probability is that a man would do it as much less as a third

of the whole work done.
Q. Well, what proportion is labor, if you please P
A. I think that is $ll,OOO or $12,000.
Mr. Colburn. $12,850 is labor.
Q (By Mr. Paul.) That would be about 17 per cent.; the extra cost

for the labor was half the extra cost, to do it by the day, over and above
the cost of doing it by the job, if the man only had as much as two-thirds
of the work then ?

A. Yes, sir, I suppose so.
Mr. Collins. His whole bill is only 7 $19,000.
Mr. Paul. Well, then, that would be about 20 per cent. Well, would

you say 60 cents a yard ?

A. I could not.
Q. Will you say 70 cents?
A. I will not say anyT price. I will simply say the job is done here by

the day, and here is the bill.
Q. I understood you to say there was an estimate made?
A. I will answer your question in this way: Suppose there was

another State House—which I am very glad there is not—and I was
asked to measure it and do a good and thorough job by the yard, and,
before it was done, if you asked me if I would do it for 60 cents a yard, I
should say I would, and I would then understand that when I began, and
the men would understand when I began, and the ushers and everybody
about the building would understand when I began, that the rooms would
be ready 7 for me when I came into them ; that is another and an entirely
different basis.

Q. Well, if you would do that for 60 cents, and add 20 per cent, to it,
which would make about 70 cents a yard, do you think that a reasonable
price for this work ?

A. Well, sir, with the difficulties we had here, I don’t think you could
estimate it, having to help this one and to help that one.

Q. Do I understand you to say there was a survey made of this whole
building by Mr. Grainger ?

A. I think not of the whole building; there was a survey made of the
alteration of the plans and the extra work on the building, but not the
whole building; it was in 1867.

Q. I understood there was a survey of the building?
A. No, sir, I think not; but a survey of the extra work, which Mr.

Washburn afterwards measured himself, as architect.
Q. Well, then, there was not an estimate of the whole building ?

A. No, sir, I think not, but simply of the extra work.
Q, (By Mr. Peirce.) Do 1 understand you to say, in the time which

is charged on this bill, that you have no charge for services whatever?
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A. Not a dollar. You mean my own, personally ?

Q. Yes, your own, personally P
A. Not a dollar at all.
Q (By Mr. Colburn.) And you have no personal knowledge of it?
A No, sir. Personal knowledge of what?
Mr. Doherty. Wait a moment and hear the question.
Q. You have no personal knowledge of the amount of it ? You didn’t

keep the time? It is wholly dependent upon the time-book of Mr.
McDonald ?

A, Not wholly dependent upon the time-book of Mr. McDonald.
Q. Well ?

A. Upon the time-book of Mr. McDonald and the time used in paint-
ing and glazing sashes, etc., kept by my other foreman.

Q (By Mr. Collins.) And that $3OO item for the eagle?
A That $3OO item for gilding the eagle and coat-of-arms is my own.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) That is not by day-work; that is by the

job?
A. Yes, sir, that is by the job.
Q. And none of these original memoranda are now to be found?
A. No, sir; I wish they were.
Mr. Churchill. I should like to call Mr. McDonald just to ask him

one question.

Joseph H. McDonald —Recalled.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Will you please tell me where the 120
books of gold-leaf were put ?

A. I cannot tell, from the mere fact that I didn’t lay it on myself.
Q. Who does know anything about it ?

A. 1 know where the gilding was done ; some of it I did myself.
Q. Well, will you tell me where the gilding was done ?

A. In the Senate Chamber and on the clock in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Q. In any other place or spot it was put on ?

A. Not that I recollect.
Q. Yr ou simply mean to say, in the House of Representatives, that no

gold-leaf went on anywhere else, of those 120 books, except the clock in
the House of Representatives ?

A. The eagle, after it was put up, got badly chafed ; I didn’t think of it
when I spoke; the eagle got badly chafed, and, before the staging was
taken down, we had to touch that up. I see the gentlemen (alluding to
the reporters) laugh now; they don’t know the meaning of that; and I
want my friends on my left to report me correctly, and not incorrectly, as
some have done. In hoisting this eagle up, it was necessary to roll him
up in cloths, and to put ropes around it; those ropes chafed it, chafed off
the gold-leaf, and that had to be retouched up; I didn’t think of this before,
or should have mentioned it.

Q. 1 beg your pardon, but 1 understood that the eagle and the coat-of-
arms were entirely gilded,—is that correct ?
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A They were.
Q. Ami I asked yon where the gilding was done, and you said in the

Senate Chamber and on the clock in the House of Representatives; now,
I touch your memory a little, and you say the eagle got chafed, and there
was some little gold-leaf put on that ?

A. Yes, sir
Q. Well, now, is there any other place where the gold-leaf was placed.

I ask it for your own good P
A. I know of no other.
Q. In the first place, you will remember, 12 books were charged, and

then it was changed to 120 ; now, I want to get at, as a simple matter of
fact, where the 120 books were placed; you say in the Senate Chamber,
and the House of Representatives, and in the chafing of the eagle ?

A. Yes, sir
Q. And that is all ?

A. That is all that I remember
Mr. Churchill. That is enough.
Mr. Collins. We can have the gilder here.
Mr. Ferry. Who was the gilder?
Mr. Collins. It was one of Mr Flood’s men.
Mr. Flood. I can have him here for you to-morrow, ifyou want him.
Mr. Churchill. Please do so.
Mr. Flood Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Whatever was on that pass-book was relating

to this State House matter; I understand you to say so, didn’t you ?

A. 0, no, because I had a little private matter there of my own on
other affairs. It was a book that I had used previously.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Nothing that concerns Mr Flood’s business,
was it, besides the State House ?

A No, sir. If the'gentleman wants to know exactly what was on it,
I will give it him, because I come here to tell the truth, as far as I know,
and no more.

Mr. Collins 0, no—
Q. (By the Chairman.) We only want to know whether there were

any business transactions on that book which concern Mr Flood, besides
the State House, when you gave it to him ?

A. No, sir, there was not; it was a book which I used two or three
years ago, and there were two or three leaves written on, and I kept the
time on it.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) The day that you began, did you have any
directions from Mr Flood to keep the time P

A, Not that I know of. I cannot tell.
Mr. McNutt. Perhaps Mr. McDonald may know whether these 120

books of gold were used on those items ?

Mr. Churchill. I have asked him that; there were 120 books
charged, and that many were used.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you think it would take that many ?

A. I should say it would. I have had a great deal of experience in
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htying on gold, and [ should say that it would take that amount, layino-it on the wreaths in the Senate Chamber. °

Q. (By Mr. Coluukn.) After delivery of the time-book, did yousee it? J

A No, sir. I asked for it two or three different times.
Q. When did you ask for it first: can you fix it precisely ?

A. I asked for it twice before the Ist of January.
Q Did you ask for it after the Ist of January *>

A. I did.

[Adjourned till 10, a. m,, Tuesday, April 13, 1875.]
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SIXTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Tuesday, April 13, 1875.

Thomas J. Tucker, Jr,—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Tucker, in regard to the polishing

that was done in the State House; the first question I want to ask you is,
was there any more surface, if so, how much, which was polished than
in previous years ?

A. In previous years all that has been polished in the House ofRepre-
sentatives, the Senate Chamber, the President of the Senate’s room and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives; occasionally the Council
Chamber; and during the last repairs, everything from the top of the
building to the bottom, in the nature of black walnut or mahogany was
polished.

Q. How much more did that cover in proportion to what was done
before then ?

A. That I cannot say.
Q. Well, you must say something about it.
The Chairman. Give your judgment; that is, if you have any.
Mr. Churchill. Give us your best judgment.
A. I should think as much again, or a little more than as much again,

perhaps.
Q. What did you say ?

A. A little more than as much again.
Q. Who gave the orders for the polishing?
A. The orders for the polishing, I suppose, in the first place, came

from the commissioners.
Q. Who P
A. Mr. Wiley, in all probability.
Q. But do you know anything about it ?

A. I know nothing about it, only this, that when the polishers came, I
asked the foreman, Mr. McDonald, what they were to do, and he stated
they were to do everything there was in the building. I also asked Mr.
Wiley afterwards in relation to that, and he told me that the furniture in
every room was to be thoroughly cleaned and polished.

Q. Mr. Kimball said Mr. Morissey had charge of that matter, and Mr.
Morissey said that he supposed he did have charge of that matter, and he
thought it was a part and parcel of the work on repairs of the State

23
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House, and so lie gave liis orders. Mr. McDonald says he didn’treceive
any orders except from Mr. Flood. Mr. Flood denies, however, that he
gave any orders in regard to the polishing. Now between those four, who
gave the orders for the polishing ?

A. Do you refer to the polishing of the building, or to the polishing
of the Representatives’ Chamber ?

Q. I refer to the polishing of the building.
A. The polishing of the building, I should judge, from what I heard,

came from the commissioners; but the polishing of the Senate Chamber
and the House of Representatives, when they got to that, the commis-
sioners said—

Q. Who said so ?

A. Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley.
Q. All- . Kimball and Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Said what ?

A. That they had nothing to do with it.
Q. Then who did order it ?

A. That would naturally fall to Major Morissey, because that was
work which he had to do every year. I told Major Morissey of that
fact, and he called one of the polishers and asked him, I think, how many
days it would take to do that, and he told them to “ go ahead,” and to
charge it to him; the next time I saw Mr. Flood, I told him of that—l
think it was the same day; he said that was perfectly satisfactory to him;
he would rather have it that way than the other.

Q. Major Morissey told them to “go ahead,” and charge it to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Had you anything to do with it, ordering any part of the polishing ?

A. Nothing more than, when after I was told that they were to polish
everything in the rooms, to see that it was done, after the painters had
all gone out; that was the finishing touch.

Q. Were the desks, tables, book-cases, chairs, etc., polished any better
this year than they have been done in previous years ?

A. Well, that I cannot say.
Q. You can give a judgment ?

A. They were very well done.
Q. Well, cannot you compare it at all ?

A. I should not like to, because lam no judge of that kind ofwork.
Q. Well, don’t you know anything about it?
A. I should say that it was as well done, especially the Senate Cham-

ber, as it ever was.
Q. Did the orders pass through you from Major Morissey ?

A. He and I were together when the orders were given for polishing
the Senate Chamber.

Q. And he gave the orders ?

A. He gave the orders.
Q. Now, will you tell me about the carpets, or rather the old carpets?
A. That were taken up ?

Q. Yes, sir.
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A. I think they are in the carpet-room, down stairs.
Q. Do you know it ?

A. I know that most of them are.
Q, Where are the rest of them ?

A. [After consulting a paper in his hand.] The carpets that were
taken from the Tax Commissioner’s room were used to piece up carpets
in room “ A,” in the north-east corner of the building, and also used for a
room, I think, in 33 Pemberton Square; some pieces of these carpets
were, however, left, and are now in the carpet-room.

Q. Well, all that have not been used for the State, remain now in the
possession of the State, in the State House ?

A. Well, that I shouldn’t want to swear to, certain.
Q, You don’t want to swear to it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Who had charge of it ?

A. They were in my charge for a certain time.
Q. Whose charge did they pass to ?

A. To the charge of the sergeant-at-arms, or one of his officers.
Q. Who was sergeant-at-arms at that time P
A. Major Morissey.
Q. Then you cannot swear that all of that which was not used by the

State in the offices remains in the possession of the State ?

A. Not in that carpet-room.
Q. You know where they went ?

A. Well, I know where I saw them last.
Q. Where did you see them last ?

A. The carpet that was taken from the secretary of state’s private
room, after it was beaten and brought back here, I put into the secretary’s
private room at the request of Major Morissey; the one that came
from his inner room was put outside, where it stood in the entry-way, and
they thought it was not a safe place for the time being, and it was placed
in the secretary’s long private room.

Q. How much was thei'e in the roll which was put in the secretary’s
room ?

A. It was not a long piece of carpet.
Q. How much of it was there ?

A. Not much; the room is a small one.
Q. The secretary of state’s room is a large room, isn’t it ?

A. No, sir; I said his private room; it is a long, but not a largo, room.
Q. Have you any idea of how much carpeting is missed or is lost now

that did belong to the State; have you any judgment about that at all?
A. I should not say, if there was any lost, that it was over fifty yards

of the whole.
Q. How does the amount of carpeting, which you purchased to put on

the hall of the House of Representatives there, compare with the amount
purchased in previous years ?

A. Well, I cannot say,but can tell youhow many yards were purchased
three years ago.

Q. How many yards did you purchase this ?
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A. Four hundred and eighty yards ; they purchased more then to piece
up with near the doors,

Q. That -was four years ago ?

A. Three years ago, last fall.
Q. Well, how does the new carpeting compare with that purchased

then ?

A. Tins is 517 yards, and the other was 480 yards.
Q. What has become of the balance of that new carpeting?
A. This year ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I don’t know that there is any. I said 617 yards; 617£ yards it is.

Cross-examined.
Q. (By Mr. Collins.) Mr. Tucker, did the other repairs making in

the State House last winter affect in any way the condition of the rest of
the work, the mahogany and walnut in the building ?

A. O, yes, sir.
Q, So as to make it much more of a job to do the polishing?
A. Certainly, it must necessarily.
Q. You think there was more than twice as much surface to go over

than ever before ?

The Chairman. I believe this matter is nothing that concerns us.
Mr. Collins. lam referring to the polishing.
The Chairman. I beg your pardon. I thought you were alluding to

the carpeting.
Q, The surface was twice as much as it was before ?

A. I should say it was, sir.
Q. And the condition of the walnut and mahogany made it much

more of a job ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And it was done as well as it was before P
A. Yes, sir; I should say it was.
Q. During the time the polishers were at work, and the other men,

did they seem to be diligent in attending to their business ?

A. For the polishers I will say this: they were few in number, and I
was round more than any of the others, and they worked all the time;
the painters generally worked as a large number of men usually work; a
large majority of them were good, faithful men, who worked all the time
from the time they came into the State House until they went out of
it; there might have been a few who squandered away some time, and I
think that is generally the case in every large body of men,

Q. Were you here all the time during the progress of the work?
A. About all the time.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) I understand you to say, Mr. Tucker, that the

polishing of the House of Representatives was not a part of Mr. Flood’s
-work ?

A. I understood it was not; that he was to render his bill to the
sergeant-at-arms.

Q. Mr. Morissey so stated to you, and Mr. Flood so stated to you?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Both of them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How was it about the Senate Chamber ?

A. I called it the House of Representatives and the Senate Chamber.
Q. Taking out those, was there twice as much polishing done then as

in former years P
A. Taking out those P
Q. Taking out those, should you say there was twice as much polish-

ing done then as there was in former years ?

A. Yes, sir, because in former years there was no polishing done,
except the House of Representatives and the Senate Chamber.

Q. And you think that makes more than half?
A. O, yes, sir; because in all the offices below there are black walnut

book-cases and black walnut and mahogany desks, and they would all
have to be rubbed down, sand-papered and polished.

Q. And I understand you to say that the two commissioners, Mr.
Kimball and Mr. Wiley, said they had nothing to do with the polishing
of those rooms ?

A. The Senate and House of Representatives; yes, sir.
Q. Do you know, Mr. Tucker, what the polishing cost in former

years ?

A. No, sir, Ido not.
Mr. Colburn. There were some memoranda handed in by one of the

commissioners, but no bills.
Mr. Churchill. They are not memoranda, but true copies of bills.
Mr. Collins. But you need not be so absolute about it.
Mr. Churchill. They are absolute facts.
Q. (By Mr. Paul) Mr. Tucker, do you think that, taking what has

been done heretofore, —not speaking of the Representatives’ Hall, the Sen-
ate Chamber and the Council Chamber, and some other rooms which you
mentioned, which have usually been done,—do you think there is an actual
amount ofpolishing in this whole building equal to that ?

A, They didn’t polish the furniture in the Council Chamber every
year. I was speaking about what they did every year; I should say
there was more than as much again, but still I may be mistaken ; that is
only my judgment.

Q. The reason I asked the question is because there is such a discrep-
ancy in the cost of the work this year and the year before, and then you
stated the fact how faithfully the men worked; what was there done
different,—was this table polished?

A Yes, sir; this table was rubbed down and polished.
Q. Were these chairs polished ?

A. No, sir, they were not.
Q. In former years, have the tables and the book-cases not been pol-

ished ?

A. No, sir; never since the building was repaired in 1867.
Q. This work was not pumice-stoned down before it was polished,

was it ?
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A. No, they used their acids and took the ink all out, and sand-papered
it down in their usual way.

Q. They filled the wood and rubbed it down in the usual way P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many men,—if you can form an idea, —how many men should

you think would average here daily from the beginning of this work
until the end of it P

A. I could not say; they were scattered all over the building; he
might have had 20 and he might have had 40.

Q. Yrou have been round here several years, haven’t you ?

A. Y'es, sir.
Q. Do they have any system of knowing whether a man is here or

not when there are 40 men about here ?

A. I should suppose the different foremen would look after the men
to see whether their men were here or not. I presume the foreman kept
the time of his men, and knew whether they were here or not; he kept
the time himself, and looked after them pretty sharp.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understand you to say that Mr. Wiley said
that all the furniture in all the rooms was to be polished ?

A. Yes, sir; they were to go through them all.
Q. Was it all polished ?

A. All the rooms that the painters went into.
Q. All that what ?

A. All that the painters and plasterers and masons went into.
Q. Well, this was not one of the rooms ?

A. Yes, sir; but the chairs, they didn’t trouble them.
Q. Were there chairs in other rooms which were not polished ?

A. Except in the offices below and the Senate Chamber.
Q. Well, the chairs in the offices below were not polished ?

A. Yes, sir; the chairs in the offices below were polished, except those
in the committee-rooms.

Q. So, in point of fact, all the furniture was not polished ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Any polishing in the Library ?

A. Nothing done in the Library excepting the cleaning.
Q. In former years, has there been any polishing in the Library ?

A. I think not; most of the work in the Library is whitework, except
three or four tables.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Who employed you to work around the
building P

A. I was employed by the commissioners.
Q. Under their directions ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Not under Major Morissey’s directions at any time ?

A. Only that he sent for me at different times.
Q. But your bills for labor were rendered to the commissioners, and

approved by them ?

A. They were rendered to the commissioners, approved by them, and
paid.



1831875. APPENDIX.

Q. Have yon any knowledge—anything on which you could base a
good judgment—as to the amount ofpolishing or days’work of polishing
in the building ?

A. No, I could not; I don’t know when they commenced, exactly.
Q. You are not used to that kind of work ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You don’t know whether 100 days would be sufficient labor, or 200 ?

A. No, sir; I should not be able to judge of that.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Do you know, Mr. Tucker, what was done by

the commissioners,—that is, under the order under which they were
acting?

A. What was done ?

Q. What was done that is not included in this Senate Document, No.
67 ; you have seen this, I suppose P

A. I believe I have.
Q. If there was anything done; it seems by your last statement that

your own work was under the direction of the commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And I suppose they were acting under a general authority to

repair the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; you will find that there.
Q. Your work ?

A. It is House Document, No. 104, which is the auditor’s statement.
[Witness handed the document to Mr. Terry.]

Q. Who bought the carpeting ?

A. The carpeting was bought—the whole of it—by the sergeant-at-
arms.

Q. None of that came in this ?

A. That is, it was all ordered by him; none of it came in that; cleans-
ing the carpets and putting them down, were all paid by the sergeant-
at-arms.

Q. What did George S. Le Moyne do?

A, He helped me a few days.
Q. And Amasa 11. Tolman ?

A. He also helped me a few days.
Q. And Thomas Teamoah ?

A. He cleaned the Library, or some women under him did.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did the painters at any time help you to take

up carpets, or help you move your furniture around here ?

A. They didn’t help taking up carpets that I am aware of; they may
have helped to move some of the heavy furniture.

Q. You were round the building most of the time, weren’t you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you give them orders at any time to polish P
A. Possibly I did, some parts of it, but I don’t know?
Q. Who to?
A. What ?

Q. Who did you give the orders to ?

A. If I gave them to any one, I gave them to the polisher.
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Q. Not to Mr. McDonald, foreman ?

A. I think not.

John Nice—Sworn.
Q. (Examined by Mr. Collins.) Your name is John Nice ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you are in the employ of Mr. Hugh Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what capacity ?

A. Sign-painter and gilder.
Q. Did you do any gilding here in the State House?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was done by you in addition to what Mr. McDonald did ?

A. In the Senate Chamber.
Q. Where else ?

A. In the Council Chamber.
Q. Anywhese else ?

A. That is all that was done in the building.
Q. How long have you been a gilder ?

A. I have been at it about 20 years.
Q. How much gold-leaf was used in the gilding here at the State

House ?

A. I used six packs.
Q. How many books in a pack ?

A. Twenty.
Q. Will you describe about the size of a book ?

A. Three inches square.
Q. Containing how many leaves of gold ?

A. Twenty-five.
Q. And there are 25 leaves in a book and 20 books in a pack, and you

used about 20 packs P
A. I used six packs.
Q. Used six packs. Now, was that wasteful use, or could it be done

any better ?

A. It could not be done any better, and there was no waste made.
Q. Is there any waste in putting on gold-leaf?
A. Yes, sir; in such work as that there is considerable waste.
Q. Such as carving, etc. ?

A. Yes, sir, in carving; but on a plain sui'face there would not be so
much.

Cross-examined by Mr. Colburn,

Q, Did you do the gilding upon the eaglh at the shop; did you do any
of that ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Who else did any gilding upon that eagle ?

A. Nobody that I know of.
Q. You did the whole ?

A. I did the whole.
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Q. And how long a time were you employed upon that eagle ?

A. Could not say.
Q. Well, give us your best judgment; you can come somewhere near

it ?

A. A week or more.
Q. You might have been a week or more P
A. Yes, sir; on the eagle alone.
Q. The coat-of-arms did not contain any gilding ?

A. I gilded that.
Q. How long upon the whole of it ?

A. I think on the whole of it, I was a month.
Q. You think it took a ■whole month to gild the coat-of-arms and the

eagle ?

A. Yes, sir; and the Indian.
Q. How much gold-leaf did you use on this ?

A. I don’t know, there was no account kept of that.
Q. No account kept of that?
A. No, sir.
Q. Any one else work on that P
A. No, sir.
Q. You did the whole work yourself?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. You think it would take about a month, and you have no account

of the gold-leaf?
A. I used the gold-leaf several times, and kept no account of it; I

merely kept the account of what I used when I came into the building
myself.

Q. How did you know the amount of the gold-leaf that was used, did
you buy it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Bought it yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And no one else had any charge of the gold-leaf but you?
A. No, sir.
Q. It was all used up ?

A. Yes, sir; it was all used in this building
Q. Did you buy that which was used on the eagle and coat-of-arms ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q How much did you use for that ?

A. Some days I would get two and three books, as I wanted it; and
some days I would get three books, and some days less.

Q. Well, have you no idea of what you bought?
A. Could not say, as I was working on it so long, and kept no account

of it.
Q Well, how happened you to keep an account of that which was

done here, and not on the eagle ?

A. Because I came out of the shop, to do that, and kept the time of it.
Q. The work which was done in the shop, you kept no account of it ?

A. Except as I did it, I put it on the slate.
21
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Q. Well, then, it was put on the slate ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have been a gilder so long, cannot you give some estimate of

what was required for the eagle and coat-of-arms ?

A. I should think it would take twelve or fifteen packs.
Q. And how much is the cost of this a pack?
A. Eight dollars and a half.
Q. Well, was it at that time ?

A. I think so.
Q. Eight dollars and a half, and fifteen packs; that is your best judg-

ment, I suppose P
A. That is as near as I can remember.
Q. Yr ou think it took you, the whole work, about a month ?

A. Yres, sir; all of that, I believe.
Q. Did you do anything else here besides the gilding ?

A. Nothing.
Q.- (By Mr. McNutt.) Did you use the 120 books, Mr. Nice, in the

Senate Chamber ?

A. Not all in the Senate Chamber; some in the Representatives’ Hall,
on the clock, and some in the Council Chamber.

Q. Well, you didn’t do that in the Representatives’ Hall, on the clock,
did you ?

A. No ; I brought the leaf here, but that was some of Mr. McDonald’s
gilding.o o

Q. Then the 120 books were used on both places P
A. Yes, sir; on the whole.
Q. The Senate Chamber and House of Representatives ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul) Mr. Nice, could you not tell, by measuring up

that work, how many packs it would take ?

A. You could not measure it very well.
Q, Well, could not you have told,—when you had the eagle in your

shop, could not you measure that work, and tell how much gold it would
take ?

A. You cannot measure that work.
Q. With 20 years’ experience as a gilder, couldn’t you tell possibly,

say within half a dozen books, how much gold it would take ?

A. You might do that.
Q. Well, could you tell within three books ?

A. You could not, because there would be so much waste on that
work.

Q. Well, will you tell why it was necessary for you to go so man}'
times, for a job like this, to buy so many packs ?

A. Well, I didn’t work steadily on it.
Q. Well, the packs were safe enough in the safe, weren’t they ?

A. I could not get as much gold-leaf as I wanted to at a time,

Q. There wasn’t enough in Boston to supply you ?

A. Sometimes I wanted three packs, and could only get one from the
party whom Mr. Flood traded with.
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Q. You were obliged to take what they had on hand?
A. Yes, sir; and they would get some more.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What is it worth to lay a pack of gold ; there

is a usual price, I suppose ?

A. The usual price is the cost of gold, for laying it.
Q. That would be f8.50 a pack; the labor on it is equal to the gold, eh P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Does it make any difference whether it is on carved work or plain

surface ?

A. Not generally.
Q. It does not make much difference, eh ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What is the reason you could not keep steadily

at work upon this gold-leaf for the eagle ?

A. Well, it was in the shop, and we had plenty of time to do it in, and
we had other work, and Mr, Flood said there was no necessity for doing
it in a hurry.

Q. Well, supposing you had kept steadily on it, how many days would
it have kept you to have done it P

A. About 25 days.
Q. So there are about five days lost by not keeping steadily at it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you keep the run of your time that you were at work upon it ?

A. On the eagle ?

Q. When you were off and on ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did not ?

A. Only when I worked in the building; I put the time on the slate
when it was done.

Q. That was general work in the building, and not the eagle in partic-
ular ?

A. No, sir; that was other work in the Senate Chamber.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Those times at the shop, when you were not

at work upon the eagle and coat-of-arms, —you say you were working at
odd times,—for whom or where were you at work ?

A. For Mr. Flood in the shop.
Q. On other work ?

A. Yes, sir; sign work, private work.
Q. Well, how was your time kept; did you keep a record of the hours,

or did any one keep a record of the hours you worked P
A. I put itdown on the slate, and it was taken offby Mr. Flood’s foreman.
Q. Well, every day you worked, you worked steadily upon the eagle

and coat-of-arms; there were no fragments of days upon it ?

A. Not that I remember of.
Q. You are sure of there being no fragments of days upon the eagle

and coat-of-arms ?

A. I don’t think there were.
Q. Well, was that time kept separate from the time that you were

occupied on the other work ?
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A. It was kept separate, and marked on the slate, where the time was
employed.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) I understood you to say that you kept no time,
when you were working on the eagle, a few minutes ago P

A. I don’t remember it; I said I kept it from day to day, as I did it;
that is, I would leave it on the slate, so that Mr. Flood’s foreman could
get it.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Do you know, Mr. Nice, if that work was taken
on a regular book,—3-011 used to see the foreman have a book there ?

A. No, sir.
Q. What was it taken oif the slate on to ?

A. I don’t know; it was generally taken out of the shop after I left it,
or taken somewhere else and done.

Q. You worked in the shop all the time ?

A. Most of the time.
Q. Never saw the foreman make any entries ?

A. No, sir, not in the office.
Q. Well, that is the office that was connected with the shop, I

suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say you don’t know what it was taken off on to, whether a

book or a fragment of paper ?

A. No, sir; it was put on the slate, and the slate was taken off some-
where, and further than that I know nothing about it.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Nice, did you keep the run of the books
of gold that you bought ?

A. Those that I used here I did.
Q. Those that you used here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that which 3'ou used on the eagle, in the shop, 3-011 didn’t ?

A, That used on the eagle I merely charged at the time, as I got it.
Q. Then 3T ou compute the number of books by recollection?
A. That is all.
Q. It may be within 10 or 15 books ?

A. It may be within two or three books.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) I understand 3 70 u to say, Mr. Nice, that 3Tour

effort was to keep an account of the time and material used on this gild-
ing, put it on to the slate, in order that the book-keeper, or whoever had
charge of it, could take it off and keep an account of it?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is what you undertook to do?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you did that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. But 3-0 U have no recollection, now, to say how much time and how

much material were used on the gilding?
A. No, sir; I would charge it from day to day.
Q. If that had been properly transcribed on to some book and pre-
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served, there would have been no difficulty in telling, at all, how much it
cost to do that gilding work, would there?

A. There would not.
Q, You kept an accurate account of it ?

A. I kept an accurate account of it on the slate, as far as my accounts
went.

Q. And those were handed over to the foreman, and what he did with
them you don’t know P

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Did you ever hear Mr, Flood, or auy one, state

about what the estimated cost of gilding that eagle would be ?

A. I did not.
Q. Did you ever talk with any of your fellow-workmen about what

the cost would be ?

A. No, sir.
Q. About what would have been your estimate, providing you were

going to do it by contract,—if you had gone and looked at it and taken it
down, that and the eoat-of-arms, —what would you have estimated it
would have cost; as you are a proficient gilder, you ought to give a near
estimate P

A. It would cost somewhere in the vicinity of f3oo to f370 to do it in
good shape.

Q. (By Mr. Paul ) Did you bring that gold to be used here—the 120
books—directly from the gold-beaters ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You went and got it yourself?
A. Yes, sir; and brought it here as I used it.
Q. Did 3*ou usually get a bill of what you got there ?

A. The bill was sent to Mr. Flood afterwards.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Who did you buy it of?
A. Gilman, in Broad Street.
Q. (By Mr Paul.) All the gold for the eagle and for the State House,

did you get there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr, Churchill ) What kind of gold did you get ?

A. Extra deep, the best quality.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Did Mr. Flood ever ask you what the value

of that job was?
A. No, sir.
Q. Never had any conversation with you in regard to it?
A. No, sir.
Q. Nor you never told him ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you ever think, Mr. Nice, that it was a

pretty steep bill; that it cost considerable to do it; did that ever come into
your mind ?

A. It is a costly job, and the stock that was in it would make it so.
Q. One that an individual would not allow himself often to have done

for his own private account ?
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Mr. Collins. Private individuals don’t have big eagles; it takes a
whole Commonwealth to have a large eagle.

Q. (By Mr. Ciiukciiill.) Do you make a distinction between a pack
and a book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What distinction do you make between a pack and abook; 20 books

to a pack ?

A, Yes, sir; 20 books to a pack.

[Adjourned till 10 a. m., Wednesday, the 14th April, 1875.]
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Wednesday, April 14, 1875.
The Chairman. Mr. Colburn, I understand that Miss Willis is in the

house, ready to gire her testimony.
Mr. Colburn. She is their witness.
The Chairman. Have you anything to say, Mr. Kittredge ?

Mr. Kittredge. As the honorable Committee have decided not to
receive the deposition of Miss Willis, I have a motion to make, which I
think is entirely reasonable: that the testimony of Miss Willis be taken
privately, in the presence of the Committee, and a reporter to take down
the testimony. She don’t care where her testimony goes; but she has
great reluctance to coming up here, and being the only lady present,
where there are so many spectators; she seems to have great dread of
coming up here; more so than in going before an ordinary court. I think
that, as she is a nervous woman, her feelings in this respect should be
considered It seems as if the Committee might go to some committee-
room, that she might be present there, and you could have your reporter
there to take down her testimony. That course will be gratifying to her
and to her friends.

The Chairman. Gentlemen, you have heard the suggestion of Mr.
Kittredge ; are you ready—

Gen. Wm. L, Burt. Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee:
I would like to make one suggestion. Miss Willis is one of my
clerks in the money-order department of the post-office. When she
received notice that she was called here as a witness, she came
to me and asked if she was obliged to appear here, saying it was
disagreeable to come here and testify in the manner in which witnesses
are apparently being examined and the public use made of their testi-
mony ; and being the only lady present, she asked me if I wouldn’t
intervene with your Committee and ask for a private hearing. No
restriction is asked as to her testimony, but she asks that her testi-
mony may be taken in private, before the Committee, with the counsel
and the reporters present, and that you will forego the cruelty of calling
her here in this public. I would say that she is a very excellent lady;
but she is very nervous and sensitive, and in this matter is sensitive to a
degree that I regret very much. You see how she is situated. She is
paying-teller in the banking department of the post-office, and the
moment she comes here, when she goes away, she says, “ I shall have

SEVENTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.
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everybody coming here and seeing who it is.” Those things don’t
amount to anything for a man, but they do amount to something for a
woman. Will the Committee see if they cannot do something for her, for
this isn’t an unreasonable request. This isn’t a controversy to which
Miss Willis is a party; and if there was any idle curiosity to see her, it
might aft'eot it. She has nothing to do with the way in which this contro-
versy has arisen. It isn’t as in a court, where a person is obliged under
the law to be present in person. It is in your discretion. You will get at
the facts which the legislature and the governor desire, just as well, ifher
testimony is taken in private. Can’t you use that discretion, and gratify
her to this extentP She is at your service now or at any time; at your
room or any other place you see lit. She doesn’t ask you to go out of your
room. If that is agreeable to you, she is down in the Senate room, ready
to come up with the gentleman who summoned her. It will be more
agreeable to her to have a private examination.

Mr. Colburn. I don’t desire to say anything against this motion, but
I do protest against the manner and the general tenor of Mr. Burt’s
remarks as to the manner in which witnesses are being examined here,
and against the suggestion that is implied that they have not been treated
in a proper manner. I desire to repel that suggestion. It is not a
proper suggestion to make to the Committee.

Mr. Burt. I can’t allow that to go. I didn’t mean the manner in
which the witnesses are examined by the counsel or Committee, but I
meant the manner in which it is taken from here and used. I feel that
from the manner in which testimony taken here and used, every one feels
justified in taking a part of the testimony and leaving out a part, or
using only one clause. I mean that this is an investigation, and different
from a judicial court. Not a word of the other, if you please.

The Chairman. It is a matter for the Committee to determine.
Mr. Churchill. I would move you, Mr. Chairman, that we hear

Miss Willis’s testimony in private.
Senator Yerry. Do you exclude the reporters ?

The Chairman. All except the stenographer ?

Mr. Shaw. And counsel.
The Chairman And counsel ?

Senator Yerry, It seems to me that as the reporters are making
a history of this case for the newspapers, it would be well enough for
them to remain here. The private hearing is only to gratify her disin-
clination to be before a crowd to give testimony.

Mr. Kittredge. There is no objection to thereporters, Mr. Yerry.
Mr. Churchill. Only the public spectators.
Senator Yerry. I should think that the gentlemen present not inter-

ested in some way in the hearing, would feel it a privilege to gratify this
disinclination of Miss Willis to appear and testify. Certainly, if I were a

spectator here, I would be entirely willing to withdraw. It seems to me

that nothing would be needed but the bare request on the part of the
chairman to them to withdraw from the room.

Mr. Churchill. I didn’t mean to exclude the reporters at all.
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The motion to hear Miss Willis’s testimony in private was adopted,
and the spectators withdrew.

Mr. Doherty. I wish it to be understood that I don’t object to a pub-
lic examination. It isn’t my motion.

Mr. Colburn. It is your witness.
Mr. Doherty. I know it, but I don’t object. I don’t think her testi-

mony will hurt Mr. Flood’s case.

Testimony of Sarah E. Willis—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Where do you reside P
A. At 30 Cortes Street.
Q. In Boston P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you lived in Boston ?

A. Eight years.
Q. Do you know Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were employed by him at one time to do some copying for

him in connection with the work on the State House ?

A. I was.
Q. Will you please look at this book and see if you recognize it.
A. I do, sir.
Q. Whose writing is this ?

A. All my own.
Q, Does the account you wrote in this book—now please tell us what

this account refers to ?

A. I don’t understand your question.
Q. I say to what does it refer—this account ?

A. To work done on the State House.
Q. From what did you make this transcript ?

A. From memorandums and pass-book.
Q. Memorandums and pass-book—what was there on that pass-book ?

A. The time and stock kept by his foreman.
Q. Time and stock, kept by the foreman, on the State House. The

memoranda were what ?

A. Time and stock, and work done in the shop.
Q. This transcript you made, was it a correct one from the pass-book

and memoranda ?

A, Yes, sir; it was correct.
Q. Subsequently, some changes were made in pencil-mark; do you

know anything about those ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Those are not your figures, where the changes were made, in

pencil ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That, you say, is a correct transcript of the memoranda and pass-

book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The prices were carried out there,—how did you get them?

25
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A. lie gave mo a list of prices, mostly for reference.
Q. They were mostly carried out, and he gave you a list for reference?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Describe those memorandums,—were they on books or pieces of

paper ?

A. They were on a little of everything,—tablets and everything,
Mr. Doherty. That is all I care to ask this witness.

Cross-Examination by Mr. Colburn.
Q. You say this was made from his memorandum-book and tablets,

and ho furnished you with a price-list ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he give you any verbal directions as to the making of any of

the corrections ?

A. No, sir; he merely brought them to me and I copied what he gave
me.

Q. You didn’t take anything from verbal directions ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Nothing whatever ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You are sure of that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that this book is made up entirely from the time-book and

memoranda and price-list P
A. Yes, sir.
Q, Have you any means of fixing the time when this time-book and

these memoranda were brought to you ?

A. I think about the middle of December.
Q. Can you fix it precisely ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any means of determining when you finished the work P
A. No, sir.
Q. How nearly can you state ?

A. I should judge about the last of December; I can’t tell exactly.
Q. You did the work evenings ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Can you state whether it was in December or January when you

finished the work ?

A. I think it was in December rather than in January.
Q. Was the book ever brought to you subsequently to make some

corrections P
A. Which book?
Q. This book. The one put in by Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir.
Q. It never was brought to you again ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So that, after you had finished this work, this book was never

brought back to you ?

A. I returned it all to Mr. Flood.
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Q. And it was never brought back to you to make any changes or
corrections or additions ?

A. No, sir.
Q. What did you do with the memorandum-book and memoranda

when you finished this book ?

A. Gave it to Mr. Flood.
Q. Have you ever seen those since that time ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Neither the book or memoranda ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any knowledge where they are ?

A. No sir; none at all.
Q. Was this the first work you ever did for Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How long have you been employed by Mr. Flood ?

A. I couldn’t tell; perhaps ever since I have been in the post-office.
Q. How much work—roughly, I don’t care precisely, but state

generally—how much work have you done for Mr. Flood ?

A. I have made out two or three bills for him.
Q. Yery little before this ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any since?
A. No, sir.
Q, What is your particular department in the post-office ?

A. The money-order department.
Q. These memoranda—what was the size of them ? Can you give

some idea of the size of those memoranda ?

A. lam sure I could not tell what the size was,

Q. Were they on pieces of paper as large as that [holding up sheets
of note and letter paper], or on all kinds of paper ?

A. On all sizes.
Q. Large and small ?

A. I should think the tablet was about that size [the note paper],
Q. None of them on paper of that size [the note paper] ?

A. I can’t remember; I didn't take any notice of it.
Q. They were dated, were they ?

A. Each was by itself.
Q. Each memorandum and each one of those lists was dated ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Doherty.) It had the date upon it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Each memorandum had a date upon it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And direction was given as to the order in which to put those

memoranda?
A. Each day was by itself.
Q. Each day was by itself. Were they regular in the order of the

days when they were brought to you ?

A. They were; yes, sir.
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Q. So yon had nothing to do but copy it,—2d, 3d or 4th, and so on,
and copy them right along P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you never made any corrections subsequently in the book ?

A. No, sir.
Q, And it was never brought to you ?

A, No, sir.
Q. And the time-book was never brought to you ?

A. I didn’t return it to him until after I had finished.
Q. And after it had left your hands it was never returned to you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And no large book was ever brought to you to make any of these

copies from ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Senator Terry.) What kind of a book was this memorandum ?

A. Sir?
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) This memorandum-book—what sort of a

book was it ?

A. It was a black memorandum-book.
Q. Give some sort of an idea of the size ?

A. About so large [pointing to a piece of note-paper],
Q. As compared with an ordinary sheet of note-paper ?

A. It may have been as large as that; I couldn’t tell.
Q, And how thick ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
Q. Give us some idea.
A. It was a common memorandum-book.
Q. Give us a better idea than that.
A. About so large.
Q. About an inch thick ?

A. Perhaps so, I should think.
Q. These pencil memoranda, were they made before the book left

your hands, or after ?

A. After.
Q. After, so that, referring to the date of August 26, “ 5 gallons of

oil,” that pencil memorandum “ 40 ” was not in the original memorandum-
book?

A. No, sir.
Q. But that price, “ f5,” was carried out, was it P
A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Doherty. You understand those pencil-marks P
Mr. Colburn. They were put in subsequently when corrections were

made.
Mr. Doherty. It corresponds with this bill here.
Q„ (By Mr. Colburn.) At the bottom of page 6, there is an appear-

ance of erasures. Can you tell how those were made ?

A, They were made at the time I made it out.
Mr. Doherty. What is that ?
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Mr. Colburn. At the bottom of page 6, there is an appearance of some

erasures.
Miss Willis. I wrote the result in wrong when making it out.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What was it you wrote in wrong ?

A. I don’t remember now, sir.
Q. You cannot tell ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Doherty. Hare you that tabulated bill ?

Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; there it is.
(To Witness.) Did Mr. Flood compare the time-book and tablets with

this transcript with you P
A. No, sir.
Q, He did not. How did you discover that you had made those

entries wrong?
A. When I wrote them out.
Q. When you wrote them out ?

A. When I looked at the book I found I had written them wrong, and
merely erased it.

Q. Mr. Flood never pointed out any errors, and you never made any
changes in accordance with suggestions made by him ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Look on page 3, at the entry, “ 120 books of gold in Senate and

Council Chamber ”; that was made by you, was it ?

A. Yes, sir; it was made by me,

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) And that zero there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) It was all made by you, and before the book

left your hands ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And not in accordance with any suggestions made by Mr. Flood P
A, No, sir.
Q. He never said a word to you about making such a change ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Now, were these tablets or memoranda kept; in ink or pencil?
A. Ink.
Q. All of them in ink ?

A. Partly, and some in pencil. On the book, I think they were kept
in pencil.

Q. lam referring to the list and memoranda.
A. I think it was kept in ink.
Q. All of them ?

A. I don’t know about all.
Q. You think most of them were kept in ink ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How about the entries on the time-book were they in ink or

pencil ?

A. Pencil, I think.
Q. Then, I understand you distinctly to say, that neither the time-book,
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nor any of the memoranda, after you made this copy, were ever brought
back to you for you to make any corrections in this book ?

A. No, sir,—never.
Q, (By Senator Yekrt.) Is that your writing ? [Showing a page of

the book.]
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, did yon make that at the time you made the rest of the book

(“ Amount overcharged on polishers ”) ?

A. I think he brought that to the office after he made the corrections.
Q. Well, that was put in before the book ever left your hands ?

A, This book ?

Q. Yes ; before this book left your hands, and before the memoranda
and book and tablets—you gave them all to him at the same time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The memoranda and tablets ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But before you had completed your work, he came, and had you

put this entry on there,—is that the way you remember it? [Pause]
You have said that when you got through with your work, this book and
the memorandum-book and tablets you passed over to Mr. Flood ?

A. I said after I finished that book ?

Q. Yes.
A. I gave the memoranda and the memorandum-book to Mr. Flood

after I copied it.
Q. Bid you give this book to Mr. Flood also ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you gave the memoranda and pass-book to Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Before you gave him this book ?

A. Yes, sir; but that was all finished.
Q. This book was all finished before you gave it to him ?

A. Of course.
Q, And was that (“ overcharge,” etc.) in there when you gave him the

tablets and memorandum-book?

A. I think not.
Q. And that was put in afterwards ?

A. I think it was.
Q, And after you gave him the memorandum-book and tablets, you

retained this book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And for what purpose ?

A. The woi'k wasn’t entirely finished when I gave him the memoran-
dum-book.

Q. That is, you mean to saj% your work wasn’t entirely finished ?

A. He brought me two other papers.
Q. So that you kept this book in your possession after you delivered

them to him ?
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A. Yes, to finish the other things.
Q. And did you make it up after he brought them to you ?

A. Yes, from the slips of paper.
Q. And the memorandum-book and tablets never came back to you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And he brought you two slips of paper, which gave you two weeks’

work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And after having finished that, you niade a recapitulation of the

whole work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, this entry here; do you remember how you happened to

make that—that probably was not upon the memorandum-book or tablets
Do you remember about it (“Amount overcharged for polishers”) ?

A. No, sir; I don’t remember about it.
Q. Don’t remember about it, and how you happened to make it?
A. No, sir.
Q. Can you tell, by looking at this book, what you took from the

memorandum-book or tablets P
A. No, sir.
Q. Or any portion of it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You had to resort to the memorandum-book and tablets before

knowing it belonged to any date, —you did that, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. For instance, when you got to the 30th of September, you found

what was done by looking on the tablets and memorandum-book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you make up any other book for Mr. Flood at the same time ?

A. Did Ido what P
Q. Did you make up any other book or account for Mr. Flood at the

same time that you did this one ?

A. No, sir.
Q. The prices—so far as you have put them on the book—they were

from the price-lists which he furnished you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And not from what he told you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When he gave them to you, he told you

what they were ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He told you what they were for ?

A. They were for reference.
Q. He told you what they were—so much for labor and stock ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) I understood you to answer, a little while ago,

that you did not have the prices carried out to all the items which you
had on the book, and that you selected the prices to put to them your-
self?
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A. I didn’t say so.
Q. Then state what it was.
A. I said I had a price-list for reference, to see if they were carried

out correctly.
Q, So you had the price-list to verify the items ?

A. Yes, sir; and very many of them were not correct.
Q. And you had the price-list to see if they were correct P
A. I did.
Q. About the time ; you have put down there, by the foreman, from

day to day, the number of days—for instance, 20 days’ work for one day
—now, did you have the names of the 20 men who worked upon that
day, and did you put it down 20 days, or was the item brought to you, 20
days’ work ? What I want to know is, whether you took the time from the
book and computed it yourself, and found out it was 20 days, or whether
you had the item of 20 days’ work to copy on to this book, —whether you
copied what you found, or computed it yourself?

A. It was all computed for me, I didn’t go through it to find out.
Q. You didn’t go through it to find out whether the computation was

correct ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. From what did you find that P
A. It was tallied upon the book, and I added it up to see if it was cor-

rect.
Q. It had been added before, and you added it to see if it was right ?

A Yes, sir; I did.
Q. And put down 20 days; instead of putting down the men, you

put down the time of the work ?

A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q, How was this time-book kept ? I wish you would describe how

the time-book was kept.
A. It had four straight marks and one drawn across.
Q. A sti’aight mark opposite the name of each person ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were those marks upon the same page that the name appeared ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And then added up at the end of the list ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Every day’s work for each man was put down. Now, where did

you find the addition, or where did you find the memorandum of the
addition of each day’s work; was that at the bottom of the page, or
was each item written out “20 days’ work ”; or how did that appear
upon the memorandum-book?

A. For each day, sir ?

Q. Yes; I don’t know that I make myself clear. Let me have the
book and I will explain it. . . . There, take that item, “26 days’
work.” Now, you found that entry upon the memorandum-book, I sup-
pose, from what you said ?

A. Yes, sir; it was so many men worked that day.
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Q. Did you find that entry,—did that appear upon the book as it is
written out there ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Now, what did appear upon the book ?

A. One days’ work, so many men.
Q. Was there an entry upon the book of 26 men ?

A. Each name was there, and the days were added up together.
Q. This reads that you have got 25 days’ work for that day, and, of

course, there were 25 men; I have understood you to say that that
appeared upon the memorandum-book—that is to say, it appeared upon
the memorandum-book 25 days, or 25, or something, and that it had been
gone over by somebody and added up ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How did that appear upon the memorandum-book; was it 25

days’ work, or 25,—or how did it appear upon the memorandum-book ?

A. “Twenty-five days’ work.”
Q. Where did you find that,—at the bottom of the page, or was it

entered, “ Sept. 7th, 26 days’ work”; how did it appear upon the memo-
randum-book; were these days all charged olf on the memorandum-
book by themselves ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You found this upon each page for each day ?

A. Each day was by itself.
Q. And at the bottom of the page, or at the bottom of the list of

names, was “26 days’ work” entered; or how did that appear, or didn’t
it appear at all ?

A. I don’t remember whether it did or not.
Q. Do you remember whether you found it there, and whether you

counted it up yourself, and found that it was 25 days yourself ?

A. I had no counting up to do.
Q. You either had it written out for you, or had to count it yourself to

see if it was 25 ?

A. It was written out, and I counted it myself to see if it was correct.
Q. Now, where was that written; that is what I want to find out;

where was that written; had it been written upon the memorandum-
book, upon some other page; do you remember where you found the
entry P

A. No, sir.
Q. Or how you found it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. But you remember that you found it computed and written upon

the memorandum-book somewhere ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q. And this is a copy of the book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you went through it yourself, and computed it, to see ifit was'

correct ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And where it was written you don’tknow ?

26
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A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You don't know how it was written, just in

exact terms, either, do you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By .Mr. Colburn.) Take that very entry of 26 days' work,—

were the names of the men who worked written out in there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then this book is not an exact copy of the memorandum and time-

book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, You haven’t copied the names ?

A. Except the names.
Q. So it is really a summary of the work, except the names of the

men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say it is an exact copy of the time-book. A copy would con-

tain all these names, wouldn’t it P
A. I suppose it would.
Mr. Doherty. I don’t pretend to say it was a copy of the memoran-

dum.
Mr. Colburn. I understood Mr. Flood to say it was. [To Witness,]

So this is a summary of the time, and not a copy of the memorandum-
book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator Terry.) Was the material that was charged upon

the memorandum-book charged upon the same pages that the work was,
or was it upon separate pages; was the account of the work kept sepa-
rate from the time and labor ?

A. On the same page P
Q. Yes.
A. No, sir.
Q. It was separate ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Miss Willis, did you have separate pieces of

paper for every day from the shop ?

A. Every day ?

Q. Yes. Were there separate pieces of paper for each day?
A. Nearly every day.
Q. Were there any other charges on that memorandum-book except

what you copied into this book ?

A. No, sir.
Q. There were none ?

A. No, sir
Q. You are sure you saw the whole book ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Have you done other copying, similar to that, for Mr. Flood ; you

said you had done work for him ?

A. I have, sir.
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Q. Have you done other work, or copied bills, or copied such memo-
randums, the same way ?

A. Yes, sir; the same way.
Q. Then it was the custom of Mr. Flood to keep his books this way ?

A. It was, sir.
Q. Well, in taking off your time, there must have been a portion of it

on the book and a portion of it on these tablets or memorandums, was
there not ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. On those tablets, I suppose, it was put down so many days in round

numbers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you are sure there were no other entries except what you

copied on that book P
A. No, sir; none at all.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) In adding up the time, were there no frac-

tions,—no half or quarter days?
A. I don’t remember any.
Q. The men all worked full time P
A. I don’t know.
Mr. McNutt. They must have been a pretty good set of painters. I

don’t see a half or quarter or fraction of a day, or anything but a whole
day, charged.

Q. (By Senator Yeery.) I don’tknow that you have said this, but I
understand from what you have said—at least, I infer that such was the
case—that there was nothing furnished you, no books and no memoran-
dum, except what you have copied and described ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You had nothing but this memorandum-book and the tablets you

described ?

A. That is all, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Was that a leather or paper-covered memo-

randum-book ?

A. I think it was leather.
Q. Leather?
A. I think it was leather; it had a black cover; I don’t remember the

material.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understood you to say you have done other

copying for Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And that copying has been from what ?

A. The same way that this was done.
Q. The same way that this was done. Did you ever copy from any

large books ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know whether he has any large books to copy from ?

A. I believe I have seen large books, but I had nothing to do with
them.

Q. You have seen large books,—at his office ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then, you have done copying at his office?
A. No, sir.
Q. When you were in there to get work or return it, you saw other

large books ?

A. I never went to his office but once. I think I have seen only 7 one.
Q. You don’t know whether he keeps any other books ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you ever see the contents of that very large book you saw at

his office ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And never copied anything from it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You are not sure you saw a large book?
A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What was the style of that book ?

Mr. Doherty. She is not sure she saw it. [To Witness ] Describe
that book you think you saw. You saw the outside of it, and you didn’t
see the inside of it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Describe the outside of it.
A. It was a blank book.
Mr. Peirce. The styles of books are very different; some are for

accounts; some are merely for reading.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Was it an account-book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Doherty. She saw the outside of it.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How long was it; a foot long ?

A. 1 think so.
Q. As much as that ?

A. I think so.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Areyou acquainted with what are called office-

books ?

A. No, sir; lam not acquainted with them.
Q. You might hold up that and ask if it is as large as that [Senator

Terry held up the account-book put in by Mr. Flood].
A I should think it was about the size of that.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) I want to know how confident you are that

you copied into this book all that there was upon that memorandum ?

A. lam very confident.
Q. There was nothing upon that memorandum that you didn’t copy ?

A. No, sir; nothing whatever.
Q. Were there any private matters of any other individual that you

discovered ?

A. Nothing of that kind.
Q. There was nothing of that kind in that book ?

A. No, sir.
Q. I want to understand this. It has been said that the memorandum-

book contained in it matters that belonged to Mr. McDonald, and did not
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belong to Mr. Flood. Now, were there any such things in this memo-

randum-book that you copied from P
A. I believe there were a few things; I don’t remember them.
Q. You have said that there was nothing in that memorandum-book

that you didn’t copy. I want to see if you are positive about it.
Mr. Doherty. She has just said.
Senator Merry. Let her answer.
A. I don’t understand what you mean. You mean kept by Mr.

McDonald ?

Q. You have said you copied everything upon this memorandum-book
into this book P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now I want to know if you are sure whether there was anything

in that memorandum-book that you didn’t copy into this book ?

A. Do you mean anything kept by Mr. McDonald, or relating to pri-
vate affairs P

Q. Everything was kept by Mr. McDonald—at least everything about
which we are inquiring. Now, was there anything in that book you were
set to copy that you didn’t make account of?

A. I don’t remember.
Q. From your own recollection. You were supposed to copy every-

thing into this book that you were set to copy ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Kittredge. Whether relating to this work or not ?

Senator Yerry. That is what I mean. [To Witness.] Have you
copied everything into this book ?

A. That related to the State House ?

Q. My inquiry is, whether you copied everything into this book, and
whether you found anything that you didn’t copy into it ?

A. I don’t remember.
Q. You would remember, if you had found it. My understanding is,

that you have no recollection of anything being found in that mem-
orandum-book that was not copied into this one ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you know Mr. Flood’s handwriting?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were any of the entries in this time-book in Mr. Flood’s hand-

writing ?

A. I think not.
Q. Sure of that, are you ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q, Were any of the entries upon the memorandum-book in Mr.

Flood’s handwriting ?

A. In the memorandum-book ?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Most of them?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) About this memorandum-book, and the
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question Senator Terry asked you; I understood you to say, in response
to one question, that you believed there was somethin"- ?

A. Sir ?

Q. Something was said about things being there, and their not beino-
copied into this book; and something was said about Mr. McDonald's
memoranda written in this book; and you said you believed you saw
something of the kind there.

Mr. Paul. Has that question been asked her ?

Mr. Doherty. Has it been asked ? I don’t know that it has, I am
asking her now.

Senator Verry. I understand Miss Willis to say substantially that she
has no recollection of seeing anything in that book except the accounts
which she undertook to copy into this one. If lam not right, I want to
understand it.

Mr. Doherty. I understood her to say, in response to a question, that
she believed there was something of the kind in the book.

Senator Terry. She has said, upon having her attention called to it,
that she believes not.

Mr. Doherty. With a very direct question P
Senator Terry. [To Witness ] If you desire to make any correction,

or to make any addition to it, I should be glad to have you do so. The
inquiry is, if there is anything in this book which did not relate to the
accounts which you undertook to describe to the Committee ?

Mr. Doherty. I want to submit to the Committee that my question
should be answered, I put a question to her which I think is a fair one.

Senator Terry. I have referred the question to her.
Mr. Doherty. No, sir.
Senator Terry. What is your question ?

Mr. Doherty. I understand her to say that she said she believed
something of the kind was in the memorandum-book. I want to call
attention—

Mr. Paul. Before that is put, I want to read the question I asked:—
“Were there any other charges on that memorandum-book except what
you copied into this book ? ” And she answered directly, “No, sir.”

Mr. Kittredge. There might be some outside charges.
Mr. Doherty. It is perfectly fair for me to follow it up, and see what

the contents of that book were.
Senator Terry. Please ask your question, Mr. Doherty.
Mr. Doherty. [To Witness.] You stated that in that book there were

some private memoranda of Mr. McDonald’s ?

Senator Terry. 1 submit that this is not a proper question to put.
You can’t lead the witness, but you can ask any questions that you want
to in explanation of what she has said. If she wants to change her
testimony, of course it is proper that she should. .

Mr. Doherty. I am only desirous of seeing what her testimony
really is.

Senator Terry. Put your question, Mr. Doherty.
Mr Kittredge. I think, Senator Terry, that the question that was

first put was a straight question.



2071875.] APPENDIX

Senator Terry. I have no complaint to mate about it.
The Chairman. I think she has answered the question. If you desire

to have that modified in any way, Mr. Doherty, put the question.
Mr. Doherty. I only wanted to know if I understood her to say so.
Senator Verrt. She couldn’t tell what you understand.
Mr. Doherty. I meant if I understood her correctly. [To Witness ]

Did I understand you to say you believed there were some memoranda in
there ?

A. I don’t remember, I said.
Q. You don’t remember whether there were any or not ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Doherty. Now, Mr. Terry.
Senator Terry. I undertook to treat the witness fairly. I undertook

to explain that it was claimed that there were some memoranda in that
book belonging to Mr. McDonald, and having her attention called to the
matter in issue, she has finally and fairly stated that there was nothing of
the kind.

Mr. Kittredge. I have heard it stated both ways; I wish you would
ask the question again, and separate, the private matters from the State
House.

Senator Terry. I think that has been made clear. She says she has
no recollection of anything being in the book that did not relate to the
State House.

Mr. Kittredge. I haven’t heard all the testimony.
Senator Terry. Upon having her attention called to it, she says she

has no recollection of anything of the kind. If she desires to change her
testimony, there is an opportunity offered. [To Witness.] Do you wish
to change what you have said, Miss Willis ?

A. There might have been other matters on that book, but I didn’t
notice them.

Testimony of Cyrus T. Clark—Sworn.
Q. (Examined by Mr. Colburn.) Have you counsel, Mr. Clark ?

A. No, sir; I don’t wish any.
Q. State your full name and business P
A. Cyrus T. Clark, painter.
Q. You reside in Boston ?

A. In Boston ; yes, sir.
Q. You did the painting upon the outside of the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. State who employed you, and what you did, and give a full account

of your work in your own way.
A. I was employed, I think I saw three of the committee—Mr. Boring

Mr. Kimball, and Mr. Stickney I think, but I am not positive.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr. Wiley, probably ?

A. Mr. Wiley.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) By three of the committee ?

A, I saw three of them.
Q. Who were the three F



208 APPENDIX. [Apr.

A. Mr. Loring, Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley. They came to my office,
and wanted me to meet them at the State House, and I came here and
met the committee.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Go on ; state all about it.
A. They said they wanted me to paint the outside of the State House,

and wanted me to fix them some colors for samples. I did so, and at the
first meeting they adopted the colors and wanted me to paint the State
House outside, and gild the dome. They spoke of my purchasing the
paints; that they should be procured at wholesale prices, and that the
painting should be done by the day. That is all I have to say about it.
I did the work.

Q. You purchased the paint, charging no commission?
A. No commission at all, sir. That was the agreement. And the

gold, too.
Q. That is your bill, is it not ? [Handing witness a bill.]
A. Yes, sir; there is one bill that I paid. It is for covering the dome;

I paid that by Mr. Wiley’s approval; it wasn’t any of mine, but it was to
protect me when I was gilding the dome.

Q. (By Senator Verry.) That was the covering for the dome ?

A. The covering for the dome.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) With sail-cloth P
A. Sail-cloth.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Yr ou took personal charge of it?
A. I did to a certain extent, as I always do with my work; I attended

to it the best I could, and I told the committee, if they thought the bill
too much, to put on a surveyor and I would stand the survey. It was so
much for painting by the square yard, and so much for gilding.

Q. Did you have a foreman ?

A. I had a man here, the same as on any work, to take charge of it.
Q. Did he keep the time ?

A. Yes, sir; he kept time.
Q, Have you his time-book ?

A. I have a book. He wasn’t here all the time, so his time-book
wouldn’t answer. I keep my time in this way: I have the time of each
man here [showing a printed blank]. I told the clerk to have those
vouchers hunted up, and I can have them here. No man got his pay
until he brought in one of those. There is every day’s work, as they
work. When a man got his pay, he signed the pay-roll.

Q. Then you rely to some extent upon the man’s own word as to the
time and number of hours he had been employed, do you not?

A. Of course the foreman came in in the morning to see if the men

were here, and I knew the men were here.
Q. You weren’t here all the time ?

A. No, sir, I was not.

Q. What was there to prevent the men from coming here in the

morning and making it appear that they remained all day; where was the

check ?

A. If I had a foreman who was dishonest, and let the men go away, I
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couldn’t swear that he didn’t He might have done it, and I couldn’t
swear he did not. But that is the way Ido all my business.

Q. Did I understand you to say your foreman kept the time ?

A. He kept it while here, but he wasn’t on this job all the time.
Q. But you were not here all the time P
A. No ; but I had a man here all the time.
Q. And this is a correct statement of the number of days’ work ?

A Yes, sir; I think that will correspond with the bill, A man might
go away for an hour, and I wouldn’t know it; but we don’t intend that a
man should be here unless he is at work.

Q, (By the Chairman.) What was this taken from, Mr. Clark ?

A. It was taken from the book that we kept, and that was taken from
the tickets, so if you want the vouchers we can bring them here.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Then your total bill is $8,209.94, Is that it ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q. That is all your charge for that work ?

A. That is everything. There is |3,75 not paid for canvass,—making
the bill $8,584.94 for painting the outside and gilding the dome.

Q. The whole of that contemplated in “ Exhibit B” ? [Handing the
printed copy ]

A. Yes, sir.
Q I understand you to say you would produce your time-book before

the Committee ?

A. I brought my time-book, and they had it.
Mr Colburn. O, they have had it ?

Q. (By the Chairman. AVhom do you mean—the commissioners ?

A. The commissioners had the time-book, and compared it with the
time.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Will you produce it before the Committee ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you it with you ?

A. No, sir. There are some thousand vouchers, and it will be some
little work to look them up

Q, Have you any idea of the number of days’ labor expended upon
the dome ?

A. No, sir; we couldn’t work all the time there, and the men were
taken away, and I had to work them somewhere else.

Q. Did you make an estimate before the Committee of gilding the
dome P

A. Never, sir. I told them how much gold I thought it would take
when they came and asked me.

Q, How much did you say ?

A. I thought it would take 260 packs.
Q. (By Mr, Churchill.) Two hundred and fifty packs ?

A. I told Mr. Loring that.
Q. (By the Chairman.) How many did it take ?

A. Two hundred and fifty. They thought it wasn’t enough.
Q. Is the labor of laying a pack of gold on there greater than ordi-

nary gilding ?

27
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A. It is very difficult to go up there and lay gold on that dome.
Q. The wind would—
A. When the wind is blowing.
Q. How long would it take to get the vouchers and time-book ?

A. I will try and get the time-book here to-morrow; but the vouchers
will take some time.

Q. Was the time-book made from those vouchers ?

A. The vouchers are a separate thing; each man has a ticket of his
own.

Q. You made them out each day ?

A. No, sir; the man made it out for each day.
Q. Those slips of paper which each man made out to get his pay by

are compared with the time-bookP
A. They are, every week, when the men get their pay; the clerk

looks on the book to see if they are right.
Q. And you keep the time-book ?

A. Yes, sir. I had a man to take the time here, but the man who was
here at the beginning wasn’t in charge all the time.

Q. Who kept it in his absence; was it kept in the same book ?

A. Another man had taken the time there since the work commenced.
Q. Do I understand that you had two or three time-books ?

A. No, sir. The foreman of the work wanted him to keep the time
when he came here, but he didn’t commence the job, and went away
before it was quite finished ; he wasn’t here quite all the time

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) That was the man who kept the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The other man kept it upon one book, and he has but one book,

and the time was kept upon that book all the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And these little slips they handed in were

independent of the time-book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And one served as a check upon the other ?

A. Yes, sir; and I can tell where any man has been at work, if I
want to.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Clark, how many books are there in a
pack of gold ?

A. Twenty.
Q. That would make 5,000 books in 250 packs ?

A, Five thousand.
Q. Does it cost as much to lay the gold as the gold costs ?

A. It used to cost a dollar a book to furnish it and lay the gold.
Q. The question I asked was, Does it cost as much to lay the gold as

the book itself costs ; or does it cost more or less ?

A. I think I answered it, didn’t I ? If a book is worth half a dollar, it
costs a dollar to furnish it and lay it.

Q. From whom did you get orders specifically to do the painting on
the outside ? Do you know any commissioner who made the contract
with you ?
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A. The committee were all in the room when I made the contract
with them.

Q, Was there any member who made that contract with you ?

A. I don’t remember who was chairman. The committee took a vote
while I was there.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Let me ask you in regard to those vouchers.
Every man keeps his own time, where he is at work?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And every foreman keeps the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q And before your clerk pays him, he asks for this voucher, and

he compares the time-book with the voucher ?

A, Yes, sir; we take the time every night; the clerk compares it
before he pays; if it corresponds with the book, it is all right; if it don’t,
he don’t pay till he asks about it.

Q. What did you pay for lead ?

A. I can’t remember.
Mr. Colburn. Refresh your memory by the bill.
Witness. Ten and a half cents.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) That was the regular price.
A. Ten and a half was the regular price, and that was the agreement,

too.
Q. Did you see the inside of this building, before it was commenced ?

A. I saw it, but I don’t know anything about it.
Q. You looked at it ?

A. Yes, sir; but I don’t know anything about it.
Q. You, I understand, are a practical painter?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you give us the value of, say, three-coat work per yard, such

as has been done inside of this building?
A. I should rather somebody else would give that than me, Mr. Paul.
Mr. Paul. It seems to me a very easy matter to answer.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What would you do it for ?

A. It is worth twenty-five cents.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) Twenty-five cents per square yard ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator Yekry.) Does that include the preparation of the

walls for the work ?

A. Ordinarily, it would.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) We will allow you to make an addition for ex-

traordinary preparations, and patching the walls.
A. Where the walls were badly cracked, and for touching it up,

what would it be worth—more ?

Q. Would it add more than 33 per cent. ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, you would put it at 33 cents a yard, and you would take it at

that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Paul. That is all I want.
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Q. (By tho Chairman.) How much expense is it to put two coats
more upon it. I mean to put it in first-class shape ?

A. 1 would sand-paper much for the first coat. 1 should say eight
cents a yard per coat would be a fair price.

Q. What would it be worth a yard to put demar finishing upon it P
A. It would be worth 12£ cents a yard.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Is it customary to put on three coats of paint and

one coat of demar ?

A. I never do so.
Q. Is it the custom ?

A, I think it is.
Q. Would it make good work ?

A. I think that ordinary good work wouldn’t require two coats and
one of demar; sometimes it requires three coats of paint. One coat of
gloss 1 should think would be sufficient.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What is your charge for oil per gallon ?

A. Eighty-one cents for raw oil and 86 for boiled.
Q. That was the regular price for oil P
A. Yes, sir; it was the regular price at that time.
Q. (By Mr. Veery.) Suppose you hadn't had an agreement with the

commissioners to charge cost price, what would you have charged for oil
which cost 81 and 86 cents ?

A. Painters generally charge a profit on the stock.
Q. Is there any usual per cent. ?

A. Well, if it is mixed paint, they charge from 18 to 25 cents per
pound; and for oil cents upon each gallon.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You don’t mean 18 to 26 cents’ profit per pound ?

A. Eighteen to 26 cents for the paint mixed.
Q. What proportion of that would be profit ?

A. Lead is 10 cents; it depends upon how it is mixed; if a man takes
a small lot of paint to do a job and has a small quantity left, it is waste.

Q. That is where the profit comes—at the bottom of the pot ?

A, Yes, sir; there is some waste.
Q. The thinner it is at the bottom of the pot, the more profit. I

don’t understand that.
A. I don’t exactly understand that. I said that if a man takes a small

lot and goes and does a job—if he takes 15 pounds and uses 12 or 13 of
it—and if two pounds are left, it is not worth so much as when he took it
away, because it loses in weight.

Q, You don’t know but that the scales are out of order?
A. That depends upon who weighs it.
Q, (By Mr. Verry.) It depends upon who brings it back ?

A. Somewhat,
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Does it depend upon whether the job is large or

small ?

A. It depends upon the person, sometimes, too.
Q, What per cent, is it, do you think ?

A. I don’t know; it depends upon the agreement.
Mr. Peirce. It depends upon the price and man.
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What was the price of putty per pound that
you charged ?

A. Three and five-eighths cents per pound.
Q. That was the regular price of putty ?

A. That was the regular market price of putty.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You use white lead or whiting ?

A. Whiting,
Q. You sometimes make putty with lead ?

A Yes, sir, and then it costs more.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Which kind wouldbe suitable for you to use,

on a job like this, to make first-class work ?

A. Sometimes we use white-lead putty inside.
Q. Are there different qualities of oil,—a bleached linseed oil, or any-

thing of that kind P
A. There is a bleached linseed oil which costs a few cents a gallon

more.
Q, (By Mr. Doherty.) How much more, sir P
A. A few cents a gallon more, the bleached linseed oil.
Q, (By the Chairman.) Would bleached linseed oil be necessary to

make a first-class job ?

A. I don’t use it, sir. I did use it at one time, but I don’t use it now,
and don’t approve of it.

Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you stated what the fair price of varnish
would be last fall ?

A. No, sir; I didn’t furnish any. That depends upon the quality of
the varnish; it varies very much in price.

Q. I mean the best quality of varnish ?

A. The best quality of varnish is worth $8 a gallon for inside work.
Q. The best for outside work ?

A. About |4 to fo a gallon
Q. What is called demar varnish; what is that worth, or was last

fall?
A. Well, that varies in price. The demar varnish can be bought—l

don’t know that I remember now well enough to say what it can be
bought for.

Q. Well, in round numbers ?

A. I should say |L7S a gallon.
Mr. Doherty. One dollar and seventy-five cents a gallon. I am

speaking of the cost of it now.
Mr. Colburn. Certainly; that is what lam asking,—not the work-

man’s price.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What did you charge for your men, per day ?

A, Four dollars.
Q. What did you pay them a day ?

A. Some I paid |2.50, and some I paid $3. I always pay men just
what I think about fair. Some men are worth more than others.

Q. Did you charge anything for your services ?

A. No, sir; I never charged for my services. I charged for everybody
that was here, but I didn’t charge for myself.
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.Q. Now, this profit of from $3 to $4,—what does that include,—what
part is your services, and what else ?

A. My services, that is what it includes; my profits—that is what I
work for—the money.

Q. That is what it includes ?

A. Let me understand what you mean.
Q. What do you charge that profit for?
Mr. Colbukn. What elements is that profit made up of. I believe

that is what you mean ?

Mr. Peirce. Yes, that covers it.
A I make it on the men ; I paid my men every week.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Where you furnished brushes, tools, etc., and

you got no pay for them, and for your staging ?

A. Yes; I made a charge for my staging; it took a good deal of stag-
ing hero; I charged for it.

Q. On your brushes and tools ?

A. I charged for those; they are included in the profit, but I didn’t
charge extra for them.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Now, what is the depreciation per brush per
day on a man ?

A. Well, that depends where he is working.
Q, Well, on the outside work which you did ?

A. It varies from 25 cents to 37 cents a day.
Q. On a brush ?

A. Yes, sir; sometimes they lose them, sometimes they steal them; I
think it would cost all of 37 cents a day.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Well, how would it be on demar varnish ?

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Well, on ordinary work ?

A. About the same ; you would wear a brush out, though, a little faster
on rough brick-work than you would on ordinary work.

Q. Did you compare this time-bill with your men ?

A, My clerk always compared them.
Q. Well, your clerk did?
A. Yes, sir; every Wednesday night, when he settled, he did.
Q. Well, then this is compared every week ?

A. Yes, sir, every week; if a man has worked six days, ho is down
there for six days ; and if it compares with the clerk’s time for six days
it is true, but if it does not, why he gets pay for five days; that is, the
time is taken every night.

Mr. Peirce. I presumed that was the way.
Q. What is the usual discount made by the importers or the wholesale

dealers of glass to you master-workmen painters ?

A. Well, I don’t know what it is to-day; I have had glass 50 and five
off, and sometimes as high as 60 and five off.

Q. Can you tell what it was last fall ?

A. No, sir; I don’t remember now without looking.
Q. Could you tell last April ?

A. 1 suppose I could by looking at my accounts; I think about 50 and
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five off; that is very easily got from the dealer; that would be a better
way to get it than from me.

Q. Well, that is as near as you can recollect it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, You will not swear it is 60 and five off?
A. I will not swear it is 50 and five off; lam only speaking at random

on those things.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You say the whole commission was present

when they made the contract with you ?

A. I think so ; but I will not swear so.
Q. Was the contract made with Mr. Flood at the same time P
A. I don’t know anything about it.
Q. Was he present ?

A. He was not.
Q (By Mr. Doherty.) I suppose, Mr. Clark, this discount on glass

varies with the quality of the glass P
A. Yes, sir; it does.
Q. On some glass there is no discount at all ?

A. I think there is a discount on all glass.
Q. Is there a discount on plate-glass ?

A. Yes, sir; there is a regular schedule of prices which gives it; there
are some ways of buying glass in which there is less discount upon it;
for instance, if you buy it per light there is less discount on it than there
would be if you bought it per box and run the risk of broken lights; if
the dealer furnishes you with so many lights whole, the discount would
be less than what it would be at the box price.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) These boxes run fifty feet in a hundred ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But there is not much difference between the discount upon boxes,

or whether you take thirty or forty lights ?

A. The discount is more per box where you run the risk of breakage
than it is per light.

Q. Yes; but not very large ?

A, Well, not very large.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you put on the very best gold on the

dome ?

A. I presume so, I made a contract with the party who furnished it
Q. Is that the same quality of gold which is put on the inside as is on

the outside, or is it a different quality ?

A. The same, I presume. I made a contract with a man at f8.25 a
pack; that he should beat it, and also that he should beat it pure gold; I
don’t think there is any question about it, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you have any difficulty at any time in get-
ting all the gold-leaf you wanted ?

A. Never had any.
Q. You always got all you wanted?
A, There might have been a difficulty in calling for 250 packs of gold,

but I made a contract for being furnished with that amount.
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Q. If you wanted six packs, there would be no difficulty in getting it
at any time ?

A. O, none whatever.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Ifyou wanted 120 packs of gold, there would

be no difficulty in getting it?
A. If I wanted 120 packs I should notify the gold-beater, if I wanted

it all on the same job ; gold varies sometimes in color.
Q' (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know how many feet there are on

the dome; did you have any estimate ?

A. I made a rough estimate of the dome; that is how I got at the 250
packs,

Q. Will you tell me what your estimate was ?

A. I think there is somewhere about 600 square yards in it, but I didn’t
think there was when I gave it so.

Q. Six hundred square yards ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) The amount allowed for the canvas that

was returned was, in your judgment, right.
A. I paid that bill with Mr. Wiley’s approval, I thought it was a

small charge for the canvas, and I asked Mr. Devereaux about it, and he
said the canvas was very badly torn ; and I know it was, and some of it
was blown away; I said I should like some of that canvas myself, and he
said I might have any portion of it I wanted, and I sent my man down,
and he sent me up,—l forget how many yards there were; we measured
it at the shop at the time, and I paid him |lO for it.

Q, The amount which was allowed for the portion returned was $3O.
A. I have forgotten it; it is on Mr. Devereaux’s bill.
Mr. Peirce. It is |3O on the bill.
Q. (By the Chairman.) That was right ?

A, I could not swear to itr I didn’t have anything to do with it; Mr.
Wiley approved the bill, and Mr. Devereaux was very anxious to have
his money, and I advanced him the money. Mr. Devereaux said it was a
fair charge, and that the canvas was very badly torn, and I don’t think it
was good for much; it was a pretty rough place up there at times.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You only put one coat of gold-leaf on the
dome ?

A. Only one coat, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Where did you mix your colors ?

A. In the building.
Q. You didn’t mix them in your shop ?

A. I didn’t take any of my stuff from the shop at all; I sent the stuff
from the store direct, and kept this separate from anything else.

Q (By Mr. Paul.) Was it entered on your bills that you received,
“ delivered at the State House ” ?

A. There are the bills, sir.
Q. I mean on the bills which came from the paint-dealer ?

A. O, yes, sir; he sent them right here ; everything was sent here.
Q. (By Mr, Doherty.) Mr. Clark, you did some work in November

and December on the State House, didn’t you ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how much of the work you did after the 28d of

November ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Sir?
A. I don’t know.
Q. On the 23d of November you got your second payment of $3,000,

making in all $8,000,1 believe P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. There was a balance of some $209 due yon ; did you know how

much was due you when you got your second payment ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Didn’t know whether that amount was due or not P
A. No, sir.
Q. About your labor; you say you paid some men $2.50 and some $3 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you pay any one more than $3 ?

A. Yes, I did; one man I paid more than $3.
Q. How many men were there that you paid $3 to?
A. I don’t know, sir; I only had one man that I paid more than $3 to;

I paid one man, who took chai’ge of the gold, $3.50.
Mr. Peirce. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the question if Mr.

Doherty has the right to ask these questions ? If he has, I have no objec-
tions ; if he is counsel for Mr. Clark, I certainly have no objections, but if
he is not I have.

Mr. Terry. I suppose some of the questions which have been asked
here have reference to Mr. Flood’s charges; that was the idea. I have
asked none; but 1 supposed some of the questions had been asked with
reference to the charge of Mr. Flood, as bearing upon the question of
whether his charges are proper or not; and so far as this is concerned,
it seems to me, Mr. Doherty has the right of cross-examining on that
part of it. Further than that, I don’t know that he has.

Mr. Churchill. I object to these questions. It seems to me that the
witnesses, as they come before us, are ours, and the Committee should
question them. There have been some objections made to the Com-
mittee’s examination of a witness, and while I was willing to give the
greatest latitude to the counsel in regard to the matter, the counsel pre-
sumed to interfere with the questions of the Committee, who, as I stated
the other day, were not a jury, but judges; and I really think that the
counsel for Mr. Flood have nothing to do with the case before us now in
any shape or manner; that the Committee are to be the judgeswhether it
bears upon Mr. Flood’s testimony or not, and if we are to have one coun-
sel here, I don’t see but that every witness who is brought before us has
the right to bring his counsel here, and ask questions; and I wish to state
that I object to any counsel asking other people here questions before the
Committee. The Committee are entirely competent to ask any questions
they may wish themselves, and I object, and shall protest against it.

The Chairman. Is there any necessity for any of the questions, Mr.
Doherty ?

28
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Mr. Doherty. Of course I am in the hands of the Committee, while
the gentleman says they are judges, and not a jury; at the same time a
man generally likes to know by whom he is being tried. As representing
Mr. Flood, 1 am really anxious toknow by whom Mr. Flood is being tried.

Mr. Peirce. Did I understand Mr. Doherty to say that he rested Mr.
Flood’s case upon the evidence already given, or not?

Mr Doherty. Yes, sir; so far as Mr. Flood’s case is concerned.
Mr. Churchill. This has got nothing to do with Mr. Flood.
Mr. Doherty. I think it has—with all due respect.
Mr. Peirce. I make the objection, Mr. Chairman ; but if the Committee

think it proper to let the thing go on, I have nothing to say.
The Chairman. I think it is a question which the Committee may

decide.
Mr. Churchill. I would move you, to decide this question, that no

questions be asked by the counsel for Mr. Flood.
The Chairman. What have you to say, Mr. Doherty ?

Mr. Doherty. Nothing whatever, sir. Let the Committee decide it
among themselves.

Mr. Peirce. Then, provided that Mr. Doherty does not consider his
case already resting on the evidence given for Mr. Flood—if he does not
consider that —then I am ready for those questions.

Mr. Doherty. Ido not.
Mr. Verry. Is it not true, that some questions have been asked of this

witness with the view of showing that Mr. Flood’s charges for material
are too much ? Now, if any such question as that has been asked, my
opinion about it is that Mr. Flood’s counsel has the right to cross-examine
upon it; but if there have been no such questions asked, or no questions
affecting Mr. Flood’s account, I don’t see what Mr. Doherty has to do with
it at all.

Mr. Shaw. The questions that have been asked are in regard to the
o-eneral practice. Now, if Mr. Flood is hit by the general practice, we

have nothing to do with that—it is inquired of in regard to the general
practice which prevails.

Mr. Churchill. I think the Committee are abundantly competent to

ask any questions, and it is only for our information, and not for Mr.
Flood’s, but 1 have no objection to any fair questions being asked here.
But it has been objected to, by the counsel for Mr. Flood, against a

member of the Committee here, asking such questions. Now, I say, no

man has a right to bring his counsel here and ask such questions, and I
object; and that is the reason I made my motiou, and in order that the
matter of Mr. Flood should rest where it has rested, and counsel for Mr.
Flood should ask no questions.

Mr. Paul. If the counsel for Mr. Flood have made amistake in under-
taking to dictate the rule which the Committee should follow, I am un-

willing, as one of the Committee, to follow in his bad footsteps. The
question has been asked here in regard to the price for varnish—the price
for painting I asked myself—and it was to lead this Committee in regard
to this bill; and Ido think, after these questions have been put, that the
counsel for Mr. Flood has the right to ask the questions,—to ask the
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reasons why that price is fixed, for we have here fixed the price of

varnish at $1.75, by the testimony of Mr Clark, which is charged at |3.
Now, if the counsel for Mr. Flood wants to show that it was a different
article, or that Mr. Clark has made a mistake, I think he has the right to
do so, and I am very glad to be in accord with the legal portion of the
fraternity on our side.

Mr. Churchill. I don’t care about the legal fraternity at all. I say
that the Committee are competent to find out the price of varnish them-
selves. We have asked the question,—what the price of varnish was,—
of Mr. Clark, and one or two other witnesses, and also in regard to paint-
ing. We are to be the judges of the difference in price, and,, as I take it,
the counsel for Mr. Flood can recall him, and show hereafter that there
was a different kind of varnish, or anything else, used. He has a perfect
right to recall him, and then I shall not object to any reasonable explana-
tion ; but I do object to his showing this.

[The Chairman then put Mr. Churchill’s motion, which resulted in 3
yeas to 4 nays.]

The Chairman. Mr. Doherty, you may ask him the questions.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) I think I was on the point, Mr. Clark, of ask-

ing what you charged for your men; about how many men had you at
$3 a day ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Mr. Yerky. How does that, Mr. Doherty, bear upon any question

which has been asked affecting Mr. Flood ?

Mr. Doherty. Because Mr. Flood was cross-examined pretty closely
on what he charged for his men, and what he paid his men.

Mr. Yerky, I don’t see how what Mr. Clark paid his men, affects the
question of what Mr. Flood paid his, or what Mr. Flood should properly
charge for his men. No such question as that has been met here at all.

Mr. Colburn. It seems to me that the only questions here which are
competent for the counsel of Mr. Flood to ask, are relative to those mat-
ters, such as prices for painting, and the prices of the various materials
used in painting, as affecting the judgment of the Committee, and which
might affect him.

Mr. Verry. That is my idea precisely.
The Chairman. If you will please confine yourself to these matters.
Mr. Doherty. To matters which affect Mr. Flood’s bill ?

Mr. Verry. I don’t see but these are the only ones which you can
inquire about.

Mr. Doherty. I will take the directions of the Committee on that
point.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) I see you have charged: for 1,138 days’ work,
Mr, Clark?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You cannot tell how much of that was for gilding, and how much

for painting, on the outside ?

A. No, sir, I cannot; because sometimes we could not gild.
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Q. You are not able to state what would be a fair price for three-coat
work on this State House, in the condition in which the State House was
when Mr. Flood took it ?

Mr. Peirce. I object to that question. Mr. Flood would not give it,
and Mr. Clark should not give it.

Mr. Churchill. I call for the yeas and nays upon this question.
The Chairman. The question is decided, sir.
Mr. Churchill. Well, sir, I call for the yeas and nays on mymotion.
Mr. Verry. Mr. Paul asked him the question, what would be, in his

judgment, a fair price for three-coat work on this State House, and he
said twenty-five cents a yard; “ now, suppose the walls were in bad con-
dition” ? I asked some question about it. Mr. Clark said “ per cent
in addition to that, if the walls were in bad condition.” Mr. Paul said
“ 83 cents a yard, if the walls were in very bad condition ” ? and he said
“Yes”; and now I think you have the right to cross-examine, to show
that it would not take five cents, ifyou can, and that affects Mr. Flood and
nobody else.

Mr. Churchill. I think he has the right to call Mr. Flood, to say
anything in opposition to anything that Mr. Clark has said.

Mr. Yerry. The idea that the counsel for Mr. Flood has not the right
to cross-examine witnesses that are brought against him! It is a new
rule, and one which I have never heard ofbefore, and which we will not
hear of again.

Mr. Churchill. I don’t care whether you do or not. The point is,
whether the counsel has the right to ask anjr question like this ?

The Chairman. Mr. Doherty, you may ask this question.
Mr. Paul. Before that is asked, I would like to ask the opinion of the

attorney-general of the State, who I see here. Let the attorney-general
say.

Mr. Peirce. lam Mulling to abide by the attorney-general’s decision.
Attorney-General Train. I understand, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Clark

has been examined here by my assistant and by the Committee and
various questions have been put to him in relation to the value of mate-
rials used in the work of painting the State House, and various other
pertinent inquiries,—pertinent to this investigation,—and now the counsel
of Mr. Flood claims the right to cross-examine him upon the same sub-
ject of inquiry. It seems to me that it is not only entirely proper, but
entirely the right ofcounsel to do so.

The Chairman. What is your question, Mr. Doherty ?

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Have you any means, Mr. Clark, of forming
a basis as to what it is worth to paint this house in the condition in which
it was when Mr. Flood took it P

A. No, sir; I don’t know that I have any particular basis; only ordi-
nary work of this kind.

Q. If, when originally painted, the wood-work had not been sand-
papered and you had to sand-paper it again, you could form no idea of
how much that would cost P

A. I could tell what I thought it was worth.
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Q. Unless you knew pretty nearly what the condition of the wood was,
could you P

A. Well, it might have been sanded; if it was sanded so that I had to
clean off the sand, that would be one thing. But ordinary work which
requires to be rubbed down, I know what it generally costs; I could
make an average of what it would cost. But I didn’t examine this work.

Q. Well, you didn’t examine it, and would not undertake to say?
A. No, sir. I told Mr. Paul I would not undertake to say; I was only

speaking of general work.
Q. I suppose, Mr. Clark, that if you had been told to do the work by

the day, and to give a good job, and the men had taken their time to do it,
should you consider it fair to have been asked to receive your pay by the
yard?

A. Yes, sir; lam always willing to do that.
Q. Where you have taken work by the day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. At the ordinary prices ?

A. Yes, sir; at any time.
Q. At ordinary prices ?

A. At any time; I should be willing at any time. If anybody who I
did work for by the day wants it surveyed, I am perfectly willing to sur-
vey it, and take my pay that way.

Q. And allowing nothing at all for your profit on the stock ?

A. I get my money in the survey, of course; the regular price per
yard.

Q. But where there is a good deal of patching to be done ?

A. Yes, sir; I said that was worth more.
Q. Where wood-work has to be prepared by putting in a good deal

of putty ?

A. That requires more then ; that is, where it is shrunk badly.
Q. Well, by a survey, they could not tell very near what it is worth,

then ?

A. They could make a pretty fair average of what it is worth.
Q. At the ordinary prices ?

A. If there were a great deal of patching and puttying up, there
ought to be a price allowed for it.

Q. You said, about this matter of varnish, $8 for this outside varnish,
and for the inside, $4 to f 5 a gallon ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Demar, you say, is worth f 1.75 ?

A. I would not swear to it, but I think that is so ; I think lam right.
Q. Does it not vary in price ?

A. I think from $1.76 to $2 is about the price for demar varnish.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Would you have been willing to have under-

taken the painting of this house, to be done as well as it is done, includ-
ing all the patching and puttying, for 33 cents per yard, from the
knowledge which you have of the building ?

A. What, and varnish it, too ?

Q. Yes; do the whole work which is in the buildino- .
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A, I don’t think I would, to varnish it.
Q. What price would you have done it for to varnish it; put an out-

side price, so that we shall not take you up if we want to paint it?
A. You will not want any painters hero again, probably.
Q. Please give us an outside price.
Mr. Shaw. Would it not be worth while to give two prices—one

where it was varnished, and one where it was not ?

A. I would say add 12 cents per yard to it, and I would do it.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Twelve cents per yard for the varnish ?

A. Yes, sir, for one coat of demar.
Q. Then I understand it 33 cents per yard for doing all the painting,

and 12 cents a yard extra where demar varnish is done ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) One coat or two ?

A. One coat, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) What would be two coats of demar varnish ?

A. Call it double, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Would you be willing to have the outside of

this building surveyed now, and to be paid in that way P
A. Yes, sir; I court an investigation into my work; if I owe the State

anything, I am willing to pay them back.
Q. If they owe you anything, you want them to pay you ?

A. Yes, sir; I will let any first-class painter survey my work, and any
first-class gilder also, and, if they say I owe the State anything, I am
willing and able to pay them.

Q, (By the Chairman.) What would be a fair price per yard to paint
the outside ?

A. I should rather you would take the testimony of some expert on
that; lam not willing you should take the price from me.

The Chairman. This is rather a social gathering here, and there will
be no harm in your stating it.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did you give the outside one or two coats ?

A. The outside I gave two ; I gave the areas three coats; there was a
great deal of mason-work and patching and touching up required about the
building, and nearly the whole of the front is done in three coats; and
the wood-work, part of it, had three coats, and part of it had two coats;
I could point out what was done, but I would not want to point it out
myself; I would rather somebody else pointed it out; take a surveyor,
and let an expert go with him.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) There is no difficulty with an expert, whether
there are two or three coats ?

A. No, sir; I think not.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Can you tell about how many bricks were cut

out here.
A. No, sir; I could not.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Could your foreman tell ?

A. No, sir, he cannot; it was quite a job.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Were they put in off of your staging, or did

they have their own ?
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A Some, I think, were put in off of my staging.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Suppose this job was put out to-day, what

•would you do the outside work on this State House, in the same way
that you did it, for; if you were going to give a price,—it has nothing to
do with your price now,—what would you take the contract to-day per
yard ?

A. I would do it for 25 cents.
Q. I want you to put it high enough; I don’t want you to back down ?

A. 0,1 can stand it, sir; if I have to pay you $B,OOO I shall not back
down.

Q. (By the Chairman.) I understand, Mr. Clark, that you will pre-
sent to us your time-book and your vouchers ?

A. Yes, sir; just as soon as my man can pick them out.
Q. Bear that in mind, and give us these at your earliest convenience ?

A. Yes, sir; I will.

Edward F. Meant— Sworn.

Q. (Examined by Mr. Colburn.) What is your full name ?

A, Edward F. Meany.
Q. And you reside in Boston ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And your business isP
A. Stone-cutter.
Q. Did you do any work about the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Please state what it was, fully.
A. Merely repairing the front steps; that was ail.
Q. Who employed you ?

A. Mr. Wiley.
Q Is your bill here ?

A. Yes, sir; the bill was presented.
Q, (By the Chairman.) Have you a copy of your bill here, Mr.

Meany.
A. No, sir; I have not.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) To whom did you render your bill P
A. To Mr. Wiley, and he sent it in.
Q. And he paid you ?

A. No; he has not paid me.
Q. Well, state fully what you did.
A. Well, repairing the front steps, and put in some new ones.
Q. How many men did you employ ?

A. Three or four.
Q. Did you work personally upon it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any record of the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you that here ?

A. No; sir, I have not.
Q’ Who kept the time ?
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A. The man whom we made foreman of the work.
Q. Who was he ?

A. Nicholas Hatch.
Q. And you have the time which he rendered ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any way of verifying it as regards its accuracy, etc ?

A. We have to trust to a man’s honesty as to time he gives; he is a
very square man.

Q. Well, you never make the men give in any statement?
A. No, sir; Ido not
Q. Will you give that time-book to the Committee to-morrow.
A. Yes, sir; I will.
Q. Do you remember the number of days’ work of your men ?

A. No, sir; I don’t.
Q. Were not you present at any time yourself?
A. I was here about once or sometimes twice a day, but I have noth-

ing to do with the books; the clerk keeps them.
Q. Do you recollect the amount of your bill ?

A. It is between $7OO and $BOO,l think.
Q. Has your bill been paid ?

A. No, sir, not yet; I suppose that is what lam up here for.
Q. Has it been approved by the commissioners ?

A. I believe it has; yes, sir. I think the treasurer had it.
Q. (By the Chairman.) The auditor ?

A. It got down from the auditor to the treasurer, I think, at some
time.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) There is no original bill here of Mr.
Meany’s. Did you furnish any materials?

A. A few of the steps—some six or eight of them—where they were
very badly decayed, so that you could not repair them, so we had to put
in new ones.

Q. What price per day did you pay your men ?

A. Four dollars and a half.
Q. And you charged in your bill, how much ?

A. Six dollars.
Q. A dollar and a half profit ?

A. Yes, sir; that is customary.
Q. Is that the regular profit on stone-cutting work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you always charge that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I wish you would bring us in a bill; I suppose your book-keeper

can make out another bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) We want your original time-book ?

A. Do you mean the one my foreman brought me in ?

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Yes, sir; the time of the men that was kept.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And wherever you purchased stone, you have bills of it, have you
not?

A. That is bought in quantity, in lump; two hundred or three hun-
dred tons at a time.

James Baeeett— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colbuen.) You have counsel, Mr. Barrett ?

A, Yes, sir.
Mr. John E Fitzgeeald. lam his counsel, sir.
[Examined by Mr. Fitzgerald.]
Q. Mr. Barrett, you are a plumber ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you state, Mr. Barrett, how you came to be employed on the

plumbing of the State House P State it in your own way, and in as short
a manner as you possibly can.

A. I have been doing the repairing here for the last two years, or very
nearly two years, now. I first commenced a job at 33 Pemberton Square.

Q. Well, you have been in the habit of doing the repairs of the State
House, and you were around doing the repairs about the month of August
last, or the time when you got this job. State how you got it, and with
whom you had any conversation about it.

A. Mr. Wiley was the first one, I presume, I had conversation with, and
Major Morissey was here at the time.

Q. You were here doing other work when you talked about this work
for which you rendered this bill P

A. Yes, sir; and when they commenced to make the alterations for
the repairs of the State House, I was here doing some other work, and
Mr. Simmons, the State House carpenter, and Mr. Wiley, went over the
work and found that it was necessary to put in new plumbing, and to put
in new wash-basins, and to repair the water-closets, urinals, etc.

Q. Well, state in your own way how you came to make the repairs.
A. I took my orders from Mr. Simmons every day as the work pro-

gressed ; when we had one portion of the work done we went round and
found that there was other work to be done of the same kind, and so we
went on and got the work all completed.

Q. Who superintended the work which you did; who gave you orders
to do the work ?

A. Mr. Wiley was the gentleman who was here every day; I saw him
here every day.

Q. State whether or not you did any work without consultation either
with Mr. Wiley or Mr. Simmons, through whom you were to receive your
orders ?

A. No, sir, I did not; I was very particular about that; I instructed
my men to be very careful not to do any work without orders from Mr.
Simmons or Mr. Wiley.

Q. Well, state, then, what work you did do under theirsupervision and
direction; state it in general terms.

A. Why, all they desired me to do.
Q. Well, what was it ?

29
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A. The plumbing in general—the water-closets, the tanks, wash-bowls
and the urinals, and all such work as that belonging to the plumbing;
Mr. Simmons can give some idea of it.

Q. Did you work here yourself?
A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. If not, state how often you came here.
A. I was here as often as three times a day.
Q. Superintending the work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many men did you employ here ?

A. There were two here the most of the time. Then, at the last of it,
I had to bring two more, so as to get finished in time to get out of the
painters’ way.

Q. So that you had sometimes two men and sometimes four men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. From what time to what time had you this continuous work?

A. The two men stayed here from the time they commenced until the
job was completed.

Q. When was that?
A. I think it was in August, some time.
Q. Until when ?

A. Some time in December; I have forgotten now.
Q. In your plumbing work, when you have one plumber, you have a

man ?

A. A plumber always means two men,—a plumber and tender.

Q. If you have one plumber, you have a helper; and if you have two
plumbers, you have two helpers ?

A. Yes, sir; I have two, always.
Q. Is that the usual practice ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the price per day, usually, for two men?
A. Seven dollars for a first-class plumber and helper.
Q. Is that what is always charged ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. lrou have got your books here, have you P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that is the price you have charged for all tire others who did

work on the State House, which you have down on your book P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much lead, do you remember, in round numbers, was brought

here by you ?

A. Something over 8,000 lbs., I believe.
Q. Now, what was your usual charge for that?
A. Ton and eleven cents a pound.
Q. Do you mean to say you varied in the price ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How was that?
A. Lead dropped down at one time and then advanced at another

time.
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Q. When lead went down you charged a lower price, and when it
went up you charged a higher price P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Ten and eleven cents a pound; was that the usual rate charged

outside to those who bought ?

A. No, sir; there is a regular standard price; a regular fixed price.
I can find it out if you want it.

Q. Well, was your price larger or smaller P
A. Well, it is the regular price fixed by the manufacturer; we regu-

late our prices by theirs.
Q. And you charged the standard price at the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In taking away the old lead and replacing it with the new where

it was needed, you state you have done everything by the direction of
Mr. Wiley, or Mr. Simmons, for whom he acted ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, what was done with the old lead. You have heard the

evidence of one of the commissioners before the Committee in relation to
your bill, or to not crediting at all the amount which you ought to have
credited for the old lead which you took away; will you please explain
that?

A, Well, I can explain that. I have credited all the old lead which I
have taken away, and, as for my part, I have not put my hand to a pound
of it, to my knowledge; there was some old lead taken out when the
team came with the new, perhaps; the man would take it back to the
shop, and, if any went there, I am satisfied it was credited by my book-
keeper.

Q. You heard Mr. Kimball, who has approved your bill, state that
there was some amount which you had to take off; will you explain that ?

A. When I brought my bill in, Mr. Simmons, I think it was, notified
me that Mr. Wiley wanted to see me in reference to my bill. I came up
and saw Mr. Wiley, and he asked me about the old lead I told him that
I had taken some, and that all I had taken I had credited. In fact, I think
I said, “ Mr. Wiley, I cannot be responsible for all the lead which has
been taken out here; it has been stolen ; my plumber says he cannot take
care of it, and as fast as it is taken out it is carried off.” Said I, “ Mr.
Wiley, they have not taken it all away; some of it is down stairs now; it
has been taken down into the basement of this house.” He said, “ You
had better take it away, and give credit for it.” And I said, “ I will.” So I
went back to the office and got my bill, and gave credit for what lead
I had taken away; and that is how Mr. Kimball said I didn’t give any
credit for it until I was obliged to.

Q. What was the amount of that?
A. Some thirty odd dollars, I think.
Q. Now, keeping the time of the men,—how did you keep the time

of the men who worked for you ?

A. The men came here every morning, and worked here all the time
from the time they commenced in August until the work was completed,
and never missed a day.
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Q. How did you keep the men’s time ?

A. 1 gave the time to my book-keeper every day. Mr. Simmons, the
State House carpenter, and some of the rest of the men round the State
House, can testify to the same thing.

Q. Have you on your book every day’s work which you gave your
book-keeper ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you give it every day which they worked here?
A. I will not say that; my book-keeper knew they were here as well

as I did, for there was not a day when he did not have to come from the
shop or send his helper to the State House, with something that was
wanted.

Q. You have your books here ; in those books are the accounts which
are rendered every day, and also the accounts of your other customers?

A. Yes, sir. When Mr. Kimball stated that the old lead should
amount to as much as the new lead, I think he stated something about
which he was entirely ignorant; some of the sheets I sent here amounted
to about 300 lbs., and certainly I could not take out old lead where there
was none; and it is not very likely I could come in here and put in new
water-closets and wash-bowls and the pipes which belong to them and
find old lead where there was none.

Q. How much did you allow for the old lead which was taken away ?

A. I allowed five cents a pound.
Q. How much does that differ from the standard price allowed for old

lead ?

A. It does not differ at all, sir; that is the standard price allowed to
every one.

Q. How much old lead did you credit ?

A. lam not positive; I think it is some 700 or 800 lbs.
Q. Have you any other explanation to make of your bill ?

A. No, sir. I would like to have Mr. Simmons to state—

Mr. Fitzgerald. I will ask Mr. Simmons afterwards. You mean to
say that Mr. Simmons knows as much about your work which you have
performed as you did yourself?

A. Yes, sir. He had his men right round about where my men were
at work; his carpenters and my plumbers worked together.

Cross-examined by Me. Colburn.
Q. When did your men begin to work here, sir ?

A. I think it was in August, sir ?

Q. Look at your books.
Mr. Merry. September 3.
A. I was at work here before that time, I was at work on the 15th of

August, jobbing.
Mr. Merry. September 3is the first charge on this bill,
A. Yes, sir; I think it was at that time.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) When was your work finished ?

A. The bill will tell it exactly; I have got to go over all these pages
to find it.
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Mr. Verrt. December 29.
Q. (By Mr. Colbuen.) You say you had two men ?

A. Yes, sir; a plumber and a tender.
Q. How many plumbers ?

A. One plumber and one tender.
Q. And those wore all the men you had at work for you P
A. No, sir; not all.
Q. That is what I asked,—the whole of the men at work here ?

A. I had four men at one time; I don’t know when ; it is on the books
and on the bill; well, perhaps three weeks, and perhaps not so much.

Q. Was that for a great proportion of the time you had two men, one
plumber and one helper ?

A. What time, from the time they commenced in September, until
the job was completed, in December?

Q. And a portion of the time you had, upon this job, two others, did
you say ?

A. Yes, sir, about the last two or three weeks I had to get two others,
to get out of the way of the carpenters and the painters, so that they
could go about their work.

Q. Well, you charged for each plumber, and each helper, how much ?

A. Seven dollars.
Q. How much was that apiece ?

A. Four dollars and two dollars, I paid; four dollars is the usual
price.

Q. For plumber and helper ?

A. No, that is for the plumber himself.
Q. Well, how much have you paid to the plumber ?

A. Four dollars to the plumber, and two dollars to the man who was
here helping.

Q. And you make a dollar a day on each man P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And do you know how much of your bill is for labor ?

A. I think it is in the neighborhood of $1,000; 900 and some odd
dollars, I think.

Q. I think the bill which was rendered, if I recollect right, does not
state the amount of labor; it is altogether.

A. Yes, sir, it is; I have never figured it out
Q. How long will it take you to give us a statement of how much of

that is for labor and how much for materials ?

A. I can give it to you to-morrow.
Q. Now, state a little more in detail what you did ; you have stated

you only did what you were ordered to do; now state what you did ?

A. I don’t know that I could give you the whole of it correctly or not,
there has been so much done over the whole building.

Q, Well, where the bulk of it was; it was not scattered all over the
building ?

A. Mr. Kimball stated here that one day he came in and found plumb-
ing going on all over the building, and he said ho didn’t know any-
thing about it; and the next day he told Mr. Wiley “ You had better look
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out for those plumbers, or you will have a very large bill from them.”
Now, I have seen Mr. Kimball here at several times, and he must have
seen the plumbers as well as I could.

Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) State, as near as you possibly can, where
the work was done about the State House, or as near as you can, if you
cannotparticularize ?

A We took out all the water-closets, except those in the basement,
and they were all put in proper order, and the floors underneath them
were lined with sheet-lead.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) All except those in the basement ?

A, Yes, sir; they were all lined with sheet-lead underneath the floor,
and the lead turned up about six inches; and the tanks were re-lined;
the surface-pipes were all broken, and we had to take them out and re-
line them all. Mr. Simmons has made several new tanks; he will tell you
about them. The basins were also worn-out and cracked, and we had to
disconnect them, and put in new traps and new basin faucets I had
them made to order iu the best manner possible in the city, and so on all
through the building, sir. I can go round and put my finger on them at
any time.

Q. The material which you furnished, is it charged to the Common-
wealth at the price which you paid, or at an advance upon that price ?

A. What, sir ?

Q Is the material which you furnished charged to the Commonwealth
at the price which you paid, or an advance upon that price ?

A. No, sir; at a profit.
Q. There is a profit ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much?
A. I don’t know that I can tell you about it.
Q. Well, can you state the per cent, of profit?
A. About 20 per cent., I should say, for the price of the materials; the

lead is not so much.
Q. So the material being about |2,000, upon that you charged an

average profit of, how much ?

A. Well, load is—
Q, Well, the average profit; according to your best judgment you

charged, how much?
A. There are so many items it would be a difficult thing for me to

figure them out; by looking the bill over I don’t know whether I could
get at it; I never made an average of that kind, and have never been
asked to.

Q. What is the highest average profit which you have charged on
the articles furnished ?

A. It depends how I buy my goods; if I can buy cheap perhaps I can
have a little more profit.

Q. Well, what is the highest profit you charged on any article ?

A. I may have charged 20 per cent.
Q. You think 20 per cent, is the highest profit you have charged on

any materialpurchased ?
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A. Perhaps I made 25 per cent,
Q. AVill you state you didn’t make 60 per cent ?

A. Yes, sir; I didn’t make that.
Q. AVill you state you didn’t make 40 per cent, profit on all the

materials furnished ?

A. Well, sir, I will not state that; I don’t want to state anything that
I am not positive about.

Q. AVell, what was the lowest per cent, on materials which you fur-
nished ?

A, Lead is the lowest.
Q. AAr hat is that ?

A. Ten per cent. I think; that is the discount allowed.
Q. I notice upon your bill here a great number of small charges,

amounting in the aggregate to a great deal; all these articles charged onc 5 OO O O ' O
this bill were used here?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You used up exactly, then, everything that is charged here?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, what was the conversation between you and Mr AViley, or

any one of the commissioners with whom you made this bargain with
reference to materials ?

A. There was not any conversation took place of that kind, sir.
Q. There was no conversation with regard to charges for materials ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Any conversation in regard to the price which should be charged

for labor ?

A. No, sir; there was not.
Q. AAr hat was, then, the conversation between you and the commis-

sioners ?

A. I was working here at the time, as I stated before.
Q. You had been doing job-work around the State House?
A. Yes, sir; and I was examining with Mr. Simmons, and he has

examined more of it than I have; and my plumber, that was here at the
commencement of it, he was also examining the building, and they found
it necessary to take out water-closets and put in new ones; they were in
bad condition, and had been leaking some time, and the ceiling was
damaged where they were. AVe had to take them out and put in new
ones, and going along so we found other water-closets so, and also the
wash-bowls, and Air. Wiley was notified before there was any new work
put there in their places,

Q. Let me see if I am right. Do I understand you that there was
nothing left to your discretion to say whether you should do work or not;
you did nothing except what Mr, AViley or Mr Simmons ordered?

A. Except what Mr. AViley or Mr. Simmons ordered.
Q. You didn’t have discretion about it all?
A. No, sir; I didn’t allow my foreman to take advantage and do a

day’s work which he was not ordered; lam notin the habit of ripping
out work where I cannot put in better.
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Q. Was any arrangement made that you were to go on and do what
was wanted to be done and charge for it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. If there was any such arrangement, you would know it?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. No one of the commissioners, Mr. Wiley or Mr. Simmons, said,

“ Go on and do what is wanted in this plumbing,” was there?
A. Mr. Simmons notified Mr. Wiley, and Mr. Wiley would say, “Go on

and do so and so,” and Mr. Simmons would come back and report to my
plumber.

Q. That is to say, that whenever, in overhauling the plumbing, you
came to anything that wanted to be done, you notified Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Wiley make any examination himself?
A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. He simply sent back word for you to do it ?

A. Yes, sir; I believe he had Mr. Simmons’ opinion upon it.
Q. Is Mr. Simmons a plumber ?

A. No, sir; the State House carpenter; but he is as competent as a
a plumber.

Q. You are sure all the work was examined by Mr. Simmons, are
yon ?

A. Yes, sir, every part of it.
Q. Well, this stuff which you have charged here, was not bought

expressly for this work; you had a good deal in your shop in stock ?

A. Yes, sir; a great deal of it, and a great deal of it I had made to
order.

Q. How was it brought up here,—by a man or by teams ?

A. Sometimes I brought it myself, and sometimes the plumber, before
he came here in the morning, would bring it up here.

Q. And before you brought it from the shop, was any charge made ?

A. I never charge before anything is taken from the shop, but after it
is taken away it is charged.

Q. By whom was that charged ?

A. By my book-keeper, sir.
Q. You charged exactly what was taken from the shop ?

A. Yes, sir; and no more.
Q. And in every instance you used up everything that was carried

away from the shop, and nothing was left ?

A. Yes, sir; we knew exactly what was wanted.
Q So you knew exactly how much of these articles, when you started

from your shop, was needed ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you carried that from your shop, and had nothing to carry

back ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Yrou have your original book of charges here ?

A. Yes, sir
Q. Is this a transcript of it ? [Showing the bill.]
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who kept your books ?

A. My book-keeper.
Q. What is his name ?

A. Thomas Lawless.
Q. Is he still in your employ ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As to the time of these men; I understand you to say your book-

keeper knew they were at work here, and charged their time every day ?

A. Yes, sir; they lived near the shop, and had to call at the shop
every day, on their way up here; ordinarily they did that.

Q. He knew they were at work up here, and charged their time at
seven dollars P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You can bring up to-morrow a statement of the labor separate,

can you ?

A. Yes, sir.
[Adjourned till 10, A. 31., Thursday next, April 15, 1875.]

30
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Thursday, April 15, 1875.
Testimony or James Barrett—Resumed.

The Chairman. Mr. Barrett, Mr. Fitzgerald, your counsel, is not
here ?

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir, he is, but he has not got along yet. You
might take up some one else.

The Chairman. Unless you insist upon waiting, we will proceed.
Mr. Barrett. I don’t care; lam indifferent. I had just as leave go

on.
Q. (Examined by Mr. Colburn.) The memorandum that you have

furnished me shows the work and materials in separate items ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the work, you say, is days ?

A. Yes, sir; it is taken from the books.
Q. Your books show that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. This item here is 1,874 pounds of lead at 10 cents a pound ?

A. One of them is.
Q. One of them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That was a fair price for lead last fall ?

A. The standing price.
Q. Twenty-six hundred and eighty-seven pounds of lead, at 11 cents,

was that a fair price for lead last fall ?

A. Yes, sir, at that time.
Q. You have here, down on the lower part of this memorandum,

1,623 pounds of sheet-lead, with no price carried out; what was the fair
price of that ?

A. I think 11 cents; one lot was 10 and all the rest 11.
Q. So there were 1,623 at 11, and 2,838 pounds of lead-pipe ?

A. Yes, sir; that is 11,

Q. That is 11. Was that all the lead charged at 10 and 11 cents a
pound ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you got your books here ?

A. I left them down stairs.

EIGHTH HEARING.
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Mr. Colburn, I guess you had better bring them up.
[Witness went for the books, and when he returned the examination

was resumed.]
Q. Which one of those books contains the record of the time?
A. This,—the day-book.
Q. By whom were those— was that item the first entry here ?

A. Yes, sir; Sept. 3.
Q. Here is the first entry; by whom was that entry made ?

A. By my book-keeper.
Q. You have stated his name?
A. His name is Thomas Lawless.
Q. The first item of the charge,—Blo pounds of lead-pipe, 9 pounds of

solder,—what information did he have in order to enable him to make
that charge ?

A. The lead was taken from the store, and also the tacks were taken
by the plumbers’ help. It was taken down by the book-keeper and one
of the men.

Q. Was it weighed at the shop ?

A. Yes, sir; I always weigh every pound.
Q. Look over the bill. I see a great many items in detail,—what is

that ?

A. Tacks.
Q. And “ one paper of screws.” I understood you to say, yesterday,

that all the items ofmaterials taken from the shop were exactly used up,
—that nothing was carried back?

A. Yes, sir; they were just taken there as they were used.
Q. And at no time you had any occasion to take back any screws,

materials or tacks ?

A. No, sir; nothing ever came back, except the old lead, and, I think,
one pair of faucets that were not needed; there was one pair too many.

Q. And 'that is true, I understand, of all these small items ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You always knew exactly, when they left the shop, how much

was needed ?

A. Yes, sir; I always knew what was needed, from day to day.
Q. When did you begin keeping your accounts in this book ?'
A. August 15.
Q. 1874 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You kept your accounts in the same form and style before August

15 ?

A. Yes, sir; I have got the other books.
Q. The book which precedes this, you have P
A. Yes, sir,
Q. And you keep your accounts now, right along, in this book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you say that these prices here were fair prices for lead at

that time, do you mean the cost price, or the price which you usually
charged ?
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A. The prices which I usually charged, and there was no variation at
all from that price to any one.

Q. And do you know how much the cost price of this article is—for
this kind of lead ?

A. I think it is 10 per cent. less.
Q. Ten per cent, less ?

A. Ten per cent, discount. It would be a discount of two cents on
lead, but it is not so much now ?

Q. I see here, under date of September 9, “10 pounds putty, 10 cents
pound” ; is that ordinary glazing putty ?

A. No, sir; I can explain that. I buy my putty from the painters,
right around my shop there. I don’t go down town and buy at whole-
sale. Perhaps they charge me six or eight cents a pound; I don’t know
how much they charge for it. If the boys want two or three pounds of
putty, they go and buy it. I don’t go down and buy 50 or 100 pounds
of it.

Q. The painters charge six or eight cents ?

A. I don’t know, sir; lam not in the habit of buying it.
Q. And you make a charge here of 10 ? Are there any other small

items on that bill where you charge a like advance P
A. No, sir; this is a small item.
Q. It is a small item, but this bill is made up of small items. Was the

most of this work the putting in of new work in the place of old, or
was it new work where there never had been any plumbing done before ?

A. It is mostly putting in new work and replacing old; the biggest
portion of it was where there never was work done before.

Q. I don’t quite understand you. Do you mean to say that the greater
portion was replacing old work, or putting in new work ?

A. Putting in new work where the old work was taken out.
Q. But what new plumbing was there done here where there never

was any done before ?

A. A great deal of new plumbing; I don’t know how many wash-
basins ; Mr. Simmons, the carpenter, would know. Let me see: one,
two, three, four,—I think there were four or five new wash-stands.

Q. What would be the cost of that which you have spoken of as being
new work where none was done before?

A. I couldn’t tell; some of them were very difficult jobs. For in-
stance, we put one in the secretary of state’s room; it was a very diffi-
cult wash-bowl to put in; we had to get down through the iron floor to
the bricks, and run along so as to connect with the drain.

Q. Could you, by going over your book, tell about how much plumb-
ing had never been done before ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I wish you would do that by to-morrow and tell me how much

new plumbing there was, and how much had never been done before ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, as to the lead,—this amount of lead which you have fur-

nished,—was it replacing old lead ?

A. No, sir, it was not; it don’t begin to be; but part of it was credited
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with almost 1,000 pounds—l think it is ten hundred weight—you will
see it on the hill there: “ 960 pounds of old lead.”

Q. How much old lead ?

Mr. Fitzgerald [to Mr. Colburn] . He misunderstands your ques-
tion. [To Witness.] He means old lead taken away.

A. There were 960 pounds of old lead taken away.
Q. Of all the lead that was furnished, how much of it was to replace

old lead that was here before ?

A. To replace old lead ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. To put in where it was taken away.
A. I don’t know that I could tell. There was a small lead waste-pipe,

and I replaced that by one of 4J pounds to the foot; also supply-pipe in
the same proportion.

Q. Do you now recall any place where you put in new pipe where the
pipe was in before ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. State that.
A. The whole waste work around the water-closets, the floors and

wash-basins.
Q. That is all new lead.
A. Yes, sir; and some new tanks were re-lined with new lead.
Q. Well, you are credited here with how much old lead ?

A. Nine hundred and some odd pounds. It is on the bill you have
got.

Q. “Nine hundred and eighty-six pounds old lead, 2 basins and
faucets, and 59 pounds of old brass?”

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is all old material that was taken out ?

A, Yes, sir; that is all old material taken out; it also includes the old
faucet and the old brass around the water-pipes.

Q. I understood you to say, yesterday, that a large portion of the old
lead taken out was stolen ?

A. And I say now it was.
Q. So you say now, that that was all the old lead; you mean—
A. I didn’t mean it was all stolen; I meant it was carried out.
Q. Let me finish the question. When you say it was all taken out,

you mean this is all you credited the Commonwealth with ?

A. It is all I have taken.
Q. Yes, sir. But you mean to say there was other material taken out?
A. Yes, sir; I knew there was, because the men told me they couldn’t

possibly take care of it.
Q. What was the difficulty about taking care of it ?

A. Every room was unlocked; and, in the next place, there would be
nothing taken out one day, and probably the next day there would be
40, 50 or 76 pounds, and it would hardly pay to bring up a team to
carry it down.

Q. Was there no place to lock it up and prevent it from being stolen ?

A. No, sir. Even the rooms that were locked up they broke into, and
opened the desks.
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Q. Have you any knowledge that any of this was stolen ?

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.
Q. Have you boon informed that any of this was stolen ?

A. Yes, sir; my men told me it was impossible to take care of it; I
don’t know that they wanted to carry it off.

Q. Then it comes to this: that you mean to state that there was no
place to look it up, here, and they could not take care of it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Why couldn’t it be taken down to your shop ?

A. I stated before that there wasn’t enough to take down at a time.
Sometimes 20, 50 or 75 pounds would be taken out the same day, and it
would hardly pay to send a team for that amount.

Q. Was there any application made to anyone for a place to store
this lead and keep it,—to anyone connected with the State House, —so that
it shouldn’t be stolen P

A. I don’t know that there was; I haven’t made any. I believe I was
speaking to Mr. Wiley at one time, and he asked if there wasn’t any place
to take care of it and lock it up, and I said there was no room to be had
in the building.

Q. Did you make any efforts to find such a place ?

A. Yes, sir; I asked the plumber to see if he couldn’t find a room, and
he said the rooms were all occupied by the painters, and the men were
washing and cleaning them, and the carpets were being taken up—all
but one—and the painters didn’t allow anyone in there but themselves.

Q. They didn’t allow anybody there but themselves ?

A. They got a room specially for themselves.
Q. Was there any difficulty in your procuring a room, the same as the

painters did, to lock up this material P
A. No, sir; what I meant was, we couldn’t get a room for ourselves.
Q. Did your plumber make application ?

A. Yes, sir; he did when he came up here.
Q. What is his name P
A. Eugene Callahan.
Q. Have you any idea of the amount of this old lead that was taken

out, which you did not get ?

A. No, sir; I have not.
Q. Did it exceed the amount which you have credited here ?

A. I don’t think it did, sir.
Q. Well, now, when you brought up your stock from the shop, the

amount which was brought up every time was not all used that day ?

A. It may not have been, sir; it isn’t likely it was.
Q. You know as a matter of fact that it was not ?

A. Yes, sir; I think so.
Q. You couldn’t do so large a job as this, and bring up much stock,

without having some left ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was that stock carried back every night ?

A. No, sir.
Q. It was brought up to be used, and was not carried back ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was any of that stolen ?

A. I couldn’t say.
Q. Wasn’t there as much risk of its being stolen as there was of the

old pipe ?

A. No, sir, I don’t think so; old lead is very tempting, and people
won’t scruple to take it.

Q. Isn’t new lead as valuable to steal as old ?

A. No, sir; a man wouldn’t be nearly as likely to take new lead. Men
would be more likely to ask questions as to where he got it, and he
wouldn’t be so likely to take it.

Q. In other words, you mean that old lead is more valuable to sell
than new lead ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How about the plumbers’ materials ?

A. I think they are all right; I think none of them are missing.
Q. How do you know ?

A. 1 think I can go around and find all the materials charged in this
bill.

Q. Could you go around and find all those materials ?

A. I think I can.
Q. Could any plumber go round and find any of those materials ?

A. I think not. Some of them were placed under the floor.
Q. Yes, sir, I know it; but wouldn’t you have the same difficulty ?

A. I knew where everything was put.
Q. You didn’t do the work, personally?
A. But I was here every day, and knew where it was put.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Ho you think there would be any difficulty in

your going round with an expert and pointing out your work, and having
an estimate made of its real value to-day, if pointed out by one of your
men ?

A. Yes, sir; I think there would be some difficulty in giving an esti-
mate to-day.

Q. “Why so ?

A. Because there is a great deal of time and labor you couldn’t get at,
Mr. Paul.

Q. You could make an estimate, if I went and showed you a build-
ing, and where I wanted to run the pipes ?

A. O, yes, sir.
Q. Isn’t it just as easy, when pipes have been laid, as it wouldbe to

make an estimate before the work was done ?

A. If I was asked to make it in that way, I certainly could do it.
Q. I thought you could. Then, will you tell us what would be the

difficulty in estimating the real value of that work to-day, it having been
done recently. Your men could tell every place where the pipes run?

A. I suppose they could.
Q. They could get at the heft of the pipe ?

A. Yes, sir; I suppose they could.
Q. Would there be any difficulty in estimating the value of it ?
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A. I think there would, Mr. Paul. I think it would have to be a
pretty good expert to go over that building and foot up the cost of that
plumbing-work. In the first place, the plumbing was done in the most
thorough manner. 1 don’t know as you have been over the building to
examine it, but you don’t very often see such plumbing,—l flatter myselt
on that.

Q. Then you think this plumbing is better than any other in Boston P
A. I think there is no better in Boston.
Q. You would say it is better than any other in Boston?
A. I won’t say it is better.
Q. Is there anything different or peculiar in the work on the State

House that you can’t get at the value of the work ?

A. That seems to be the trouble now.
Q. What the Committee want to find out is the value of this work,

but we find we can’t get an estimate of the work. We want to find out
the value of it.

A. I certainly think I couldn’t get at it, but perhaps you could get
men to give it to you better than I can. •

Q. I had another question written down, but the attorney-general
asked it: why people wouldn’t be as likely to take new material as old ?

A. I think Mr. Paul can explain that himself very well. You have
had some experience in old materials, old buildings and such like.

Q. I have; but I think I could make it appear like old lead; it requires
very little pounding.

A. It would still look like new.
Q. But do you think a person wouldn’t take new lead justas quick as

old pipe ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think they would.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How about the tools; did you leave them

there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. No temptation to steal them ?

A. No, not about them.
Q. So you feel perfectly secure to leave new materials,—lead and pipe

and tools,—but there is great danger from leaving old lead and old
materials ?

A. It is always so in a building where old materials and old lead are
lying about. I have known many instances such as this.

Mr. Colburn. Thieves make a nice discrimination between new and
and old stuff.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Didn’t you use some valuable combination
with you in that work ?

A. No, sir; except a large piece of copper; that is about as valuable
as any single tool.

Q. Weren’t there some parts of this building where valuable tools
could be placed ?

A. Speaking of valuable tools, I have a large, heavy iron piece that
we use in the shop for heavy soldering or lining tanks, or something
like that, for making up stock and traps; but that is usually in the shop.
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Q. In my experience in business, I have had more or less valuable
tools, and I suppose you have.

A. No, sir; a whole kit don’t cost §l6 or §2O. I have a kit that cost
not more than §5, and I have used it 10 or 15 years.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What was the sheet-lead used for ?

A. Lining the water-closets and covering the seats with lead in ease
they were used for urinals.

Q. The tanks were used for the water-closets P
A. Yes, sir; but the trouble was, heretofore, that the water-closets

leaked.
Q. Are the floors of the closets themselves lined now ?

A. Yes, sir, every one of them; but they were not.
Q. Suppose it is a foot square, for instance?
A. There may be two together, but it is all lined clean across.
Q. Well, would tanks be put into all the water-closets that were put

in ?

A. Yes; but the tanks had leaked, the service-boxes had collapsed and
been patched several times, and I replaced all of them with new.

Q. You made a thorough, good job of it?
A. Yes, sir; we made a thorough, good job of it, and I will warrant

it.
Q. You took them out whether they leaked or not?
A. lam not in the habit of straining things.
Q. There is an awful sight of lead in this bill.
A. O, no, sir; there is not.
Q. Of course, if you lined all the floors, it took a great deal of lead.
A. Mr. Simmons, the State House carpenter here, knows all about it.
Q. How many tanks do you think there were put in ?

A. I don’t know; I haven’t counted them.
Q. There must be as many as 15 or 20 of them ?

A. I haven’t counted them. Every pound of lead I have charged
there, came to this building.

Q. Well, you lined all the wash-bowls, too, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir, all the wash-bowls.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) There is a charge here for putty at 10 cents a

pound ?

A. Yes, sir; I think that is a large price,—a little error.
Q. Why do you go and buy it by the small lot ?

A. I don’t use enough of it to make it an object. I don’t use five
pounds a week, nor sometimes, perhaps, two pounds a week.

Q. You can buy it in as small a quantity as 25 pounds ?

A. I have never done so; I let the boys go and buy it where they
please,—at the next paint-shop, or where it is most convenient for the
work.

Q. (By Senator Terry.) I see a charge occasionally on that book
[the day-book] of §6 a day for helper ?

A. No, sir; I guess not.
Q. There are two, certainly, on that book.

SI
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A. That is where, perhaps, I had an apprentice; or sometimes when
I would favor anyone, and I said I suppose I could take off a dollar.

Q. You sometimes did charge f6?
A. Yes, sir, on special occasions, but it was only very seldom; there

are only a few cases of that kind on the book.
Q. 1 find many off 7 and very few of?6.
A. That is only a specialty. I would tell the book-keeper to charge

that man so much.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Did your men work ten hours a day, or eight

or nine?
A. Ten hours, sir.
Q. I had forgotten. They used to work eight or nine.
A. That was some time ago. They had a strike at one time—l don’t

know how long ago it is—and it is all over.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Barrett, is it usual for you to get a new

ledger when you get a new day-book ? I see that you had a new day-
book and ledger at the same time.

A. Yes, sir; I should suppose they were got at the same time.
Q. Is that your usual way of doing business ?

A. I have nothing at all to do with that business. My book-keeper
buys his books.

Q. Are they not under your supervision P
A. I have nothing to do with the books.
Q. I want you to answer my question. Are they under your charge ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you direct the book-keeper to get a new ledger and day-book

at the same time?
A, I give him that privilege of getting a new book when he pleases.
Q. Then they are not under your supervision ?

A. The buying of books is not.
Q. Do you direct him how to keep them ?

A. No, sir; I have not. He knows more about that than I do.
Q. Are these books all made up at one and the same time ?

A. No, sir; those books have been going on since before I commenced
this job.

Q. They were both commenced at the same time ?

A. Yes; I think it was the loth of August,—the first charge is on the
15th of August.

Q. Were you working on the State House ?

A. We were working here at that time.
Q. (By Air. Fitzgerald.) Did you begin the entries in those books

on the very day they are marked there ?

A. My book-keeper did.
Q. The question would seem to tend to show that this was possibly

put up, and that these things might possibly have been entered in a few
weeks; did you begin them at the same time ?

A. Yes, sir; the books were commenced at the same time.
Q. Before you had any idea of the extent of this job ?

A. I didn’t have any idea of the amount of this job at the time.
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Q. You have drawn no money from the State ?

A. No, sir; I have never asked for a copper on this joh.
Q. Now, Mr. Barrett, as to the thickness of the old lead that was taken

away, and the thickness of the new lead that replaced it, in the State
House; was there any difference ?

A. Yes, sir, there was.
Q. What was it ?

A. The largest waste-pipe that was in here didn't weigh more than
three or three and a half pounds to the foot, for inch and a half pipe;
some of the supply-pipe was half-inch, and one and one-half pounds per
foot. I replaced the wasi e-pipes with one and three-quarter inch pipe,
four pounds to the foot; also, the inch and a half, with three and a half
pounds; some of the supply-pipe five-eighths of an inch, two and a half
piounds, and all of the half-inch was two pounds to the foot.

Q. (By the Chairman. ) On the overflow ?

A. Not on the floor—that is an inch and a half; or did you say the
overflow?

Q. The waste.
A. Yes, sir; one inch and a half, and some of it an inch and three-

quarters, where it came under the floor a long distance.
Q. There is no pressure on that ?

A. No, sir; it is better in such a case to use one and three-quarter or
one and a half inch pipe. They don’t make one and three-quarter inch
waste-pipe less than four pounds; the capacity of the waste-pipe governs
the heft of it a great deal.

Q. You put in a waste-pipe of one and. three-quarter inches, four
pounds to the foot?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that necessary ?

A. Yes, sir, it was.
Q. Simply to get the profit on the pipe P
A. No, sir. I have put in two-inch pipe, five pounds to the foot, on

several jobs.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you know who did the plumbing before,

Mr. Barrett?
A. I think that Lockwood & Lumb have done some; and I think

JByan Brothers have done some of it for a great many years.
Q. It must have been poorly done, or you wouldn’t have taken it out ?

A. I think it was the poorest job I have taken out. Nothing could be
poorer.

Q. If they got paid for a good job, the Commonwealth must have got
cheated ; but if it was light pay, the work was in proportion to the pay,
and it is all right?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) If I understood you, you say that at the time you

got this work you were also doing work at the State House, independent
of this job?

A. 1 had been doing a job before that time.
Q. I mean between the loth of August and the 3d of September
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1 understood you to say, in answer to my question, that at the very time
you got this work you were doing other work for the Commonwealth ?

A. No, sir, it is not so; I have not stated it so.
Q. Do you think Lockwood & Lumh would be likely to use light

pipe for the State of Massachusetts on day-work ?

A. I only speak of what pipe I found there. Ido not know who put
it there. I said Lockwood & Lumb had done work here.

Q. Well, is there a plumber in Boston that would be likely to use
light pipe when at work for the State of Massachusetts by the day, and
when the profit on heavy pipe is the same as on light pipe ?

A. I do not think he would if he knew what he was doing,—if he
understood his business.

Q, Lockwood & Lumb are old plumbers, are they not ?

A. Yes, sir; older than I am, a great deal.
Mr. Fitzgerald. He does not accuse Lockwood & Lumb of doing

that; he says he found it there, but does not know who put it there.
Mr. Paul. I asked him if he thought Lockwood & Lumb would be

likely to use light pipe for the State of Massachusetts, on day-work
Mr. Barrett. Some one must have done it, but Ido not know who.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, in doing work by the day, there is more

profit for putting in larger-sized and heavier pipe ?

A. I have done some under contract, sir, on a special occasion, without
extra profit.

Q„ But my question was, if in doing work by the day there was not
more profit for putting in heavier pipe ?

A. Certainly; five-pound pipe costs more than four-pound.
Q. If you are doing it by the day, it is more profitable to put in large

than to put in small pipe ?

A. I did not put it in for that purpose.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) How much would the differencebe ?

A. It would not vary f50.
Q. How many cents per pound ?

A. Two and a half pound pipe would be 25 cents per foot, and the
four-pound pipe wouldbe just as much more than that.

Q. How much P
A. Tea times four; 40 cents.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Thirty-three per cent, on 16 cents, would be
about five cents, would it not ?

A. No, sir; there is no such profit on it, Mr. Paul; you cannot find it.
Mr. Fitzgerald. That is the evidence on the painting business.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I want to ask you what necessity there was of

four-pound pipe for overflow or waste-pipe ?

A. There is no four-pound pipe for overflow.
Q, I mean, then, for waste-pipe ?

A. Well, suppose I should put in an inch pipe, and that pipe should
stop up in perhaps two or three weeks, what would the State say then
about the plumber P

Mr. Paul. They would say the man that did it did not know much ?
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Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; and I thought I would put in four-pound
pipe.

Q. But you said it was extra heavy ?

A. I did not use those words at all. I said I put in an inch and three-
quarter waste-pipe there, weighing four pounds to the foot. That is the
weight of it. Ido not think there is a lighter pipe made of that size. I
have never heard that there was, and Ido not think there is. I think
inch and three-quarter pipe weighs four pounds.

Q. But you speak of taking out two and a half pound pipe, and putting
in four-pound pipe ?

A. Well, sir, I think I did right. That is my judgment; and nine
plumbers out of ten in Boston would hack me up in it. Any expert
would agree with me in that.

Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) Did you ask advice of anybody P
A. Ho, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You say you took out inch and a half pipe and

put in inch and three-quarter pipe P
A. I did, in places where I thought there was a necessity for it, under

the floors where the pipes run along upon a level. It has been a great
trouble with the inside of the State House that the pipes have been
stopped up. That is the trouble with the ceiling.

Q. I must say I agree with you entirely on the size of the pipe; but I
understand you took out pipe that weighed two and a half pounds and
put in that which weighed four pounds. My idea was to find out why
you used pipe so much heavier.

A. There is nothing made lighter. I thought that would be a larger
size and would do just as well as two-inch pipe, weighing five pounds,
and would save a pound to the foot. I used my judgment about it.

Q You can show all the work you did P
A. Yes, sir; I can go around the building and point it all out.
Q. (By Mr. Colburx.) I merely want to call your attention to my

request, that you will bring in, to-morrow, a statement of where new
work was done and where there was no plumbing before,

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What class workmen was your helper ?

A. He was simply a helper.
Q. What did you say his price was ?

A. Seven dollars per day.
Q. I mean your helper.
A. Sometimes six and sometimes nine dollars per week.
Q. A dollar and a dollar and a half per day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q (By Mr, Fitzgerald.) What is the usual price for a plumber

and a helper throughout the city of Boston ?

A. Seven dollars is the usual price.
Q. It is down on your books ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You charge them as one man ?

A. Yes, sir; seven dollars per day as one man.
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Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Barrett, you said you allowed five
cents per pound for old lead ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is your usual price at this time to allow to individuals, aside

from the State ?

A. That is the usual price, sir—five cents per pound for old lead—to
my knowledge.

Q. Well, is it not worth more ?

A. 1 think it sells for that; perhaps it sells for five and a half cents in
exchange for new.

Q. Well, is it not a fact that all the old lead that can be brought into
the city of Boston can be sold for seven and a half and eio-ht cents per
pound, and that the price has been between seven and eight cents for six
months ?

A. No, sir, it is not; not for five years. I will give you all in my shop
for six cents per pound. I will give you all the old lead in my shop, if
there is any there, for that price. I would make a contract to supply you
with old lead for a year at the present price.

Q. What price have you charged parties when yon have furnished old
lead on job-work ?

A. I make a charge ofsix cents, sir. Ido not propose to buy and sell
at the same price, sir. I don’t think any one of this Committee would
do it.

Mr. Churchill. I think it is a fact that you cannot buy old lead in
the city of Boston, or .cannot have bought it within six months, for less
than seven or seven and a half cents per pound.

Mr. Barrett. Pure lead ?

Mr. Churchill. Pure lead.
Mr. Barrett. No, sir; it has not been that price, Mr. Churchill, for

some time. I have seen it up as high as ten or eleven cents during the
war.

Q. You charged ten or eleven cents for lead on new work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That cost you how much,—what was the usual price ?

A. I think it was ten per cent, off of that.
Q. Twenty per cent, off?
A. Ten per cent, oft’ on lead.
Q. When was that,—what time in the year ?

A. That was during the past September and October, when lead was
down. Then it went up again. It has gone up two or three times the
last year.

Q. Well, now, the regular price for lead to the stereotypers of Boston
for the last six months has been from seven to eight cents per pound.

A. That is a different quality of lead.
Q, No, sir; it is the best quality of lead.
A. Well, I don’t know. I have never bought any of it. I do not

know anything about it.
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Q. Well, it will not vary a quarter of a cent per pound. It varies
with gold and antimony ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The ruling price has been seven and a half cents.
A. I would like to make a bet of a thousand dollars with you, if my

memory serves me right.
Mr. Churchill. I don’t bet.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You are not one of that kind of fellows P
Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; I would like to buy some at that price now.
Q. What is the price now ?

A. I do not know what it is just now. It may have raised a little.
The price was eight and a half cents for the last month. I guess it is
that to-day.

Mr. Churchill. I have bought a good deal of it.
Mr. Barrett. Not of load pipe ?

Mr. Churchill. That is all.
Q. (Bj' Mr. Fitzgerald.) What has been the price of lead pipe ?

A. O, I cannot keep the run of the price.
Q. Well, at the time this work was done ?

A. It is in my bill.
Q. Was that the retail price on your book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The lead charged on your book to the State of Massachusetts was

charged at the retail price ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was anything said to you in regard to charging a commission on

this stock to the State ?

A. No, sir; there was not.
Q. Nothing said to you about charging P
A. No, sir.
Q. About giving a discount from the retail price to the State ?

A. No, sir; no such question asked by anybody.
Q. Whatever stock you furnished was furnished at the retail price ?

A. Yes, sir; just as I would sell it to you, sir.
Q. Who employed you here ?

A. Mr. Wiley had been in charge of me here, and Mr. Simmons.
Q. Mr. Wiley authorized you to do the work ?

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Simmons had charge from Mr. Wiley to do the
carpenter-work and plumbing.

Q. State whether or not you have charged any different price for the
materials which you supplied the State, or for work done for the State,
than you have charged elsewhere ?

A. Not to my knowledge; the books will show that.
Q. The charges to different persons for whom you have done work

will show that ?

A. I think so, sir.
Q. The Committee have your books, and may examine them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) I understand that is material ?
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A. Yes, sir,—material and labor, all combined.
Q. I notice you have charged six dollars per day for a plumber and

helper.
A. Ido that sometimes for a friend.
Q. (By Mr, Fitzgerald.) That is an exception ?

A. It is only on one or two occasions.
Mr. Peirce. I should not have asked the question if you had not led

me to it.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry) Something was said yesterday about you show-

ing the Committee to-day how much of this bill was labor. Have you
done that ?

A. I have brought it this morning.
Q. I did not hear it. Do you remember how much of it was labor?
A, A little over f 1,000, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Just one question more. How much work

would it be, Mr. Barrett, for you to draw off a detailed statement of
where this work was done, and describe the rooms and places P

A. I can do it, I suppose, by going over it.
Mr. Colburn. I wish you would.
Mr. Fitzgerald. He, with the aid of Mr. Simmons.
Mr. Colburn. The Committee, then, will know where your work was

done, how much of it was labor and how much material.
Mr. Barrett. The labor is marked off on this card, that you have

already I have answered the question how much of it was labor,
Mr. Colburn. I have nothing further.
Mr. Fitzgerald. You might put on Mr. Simmons, the carpenter.
The Chairman. One moment, sir. Have you an}T suggestion to make

with reference to the examination, Mr. Colburn?
Mr. Colburn. As to the manner in which the examination will go on,

I suppose it is in the discretion of the Committee. It may perhaps be
advisable, as they have put on Mr, Barrett, that you should now put on
Mr. Simmons in behalf of Mr. Barrett. I suppose it would be competent.
Of course the order of the testimony is entirely in your discretion.

The Chairman. We will accept your view of it.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) On the 27th page of this testimony, Mr.

Barrett, we find that Mr. Kimball testifies :

“When the bill came in, I found a ton and a half of new lead had been
put in, and to my astonishment it was simply a renewal of the work,
with the exception of the pipe in the secretary’s office, which I don’t
know who ordered, as the committee did not order it.”

Will you please explain that?
A. I will tell you. I think first Dr, Boring gave orders for that, sir.

The secretary of state told me that he saw Dr. Boring— the secretary
may be willing to come here and explain that himself, if ho is sent for.

Q. Dr. Boring ordered that, did he ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) Mr. Kimball would know if it was done.

Air. Kimball stated the other day that he did not know of it.
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A. Well, I could not help that. If he did not know, I could not help
that. I supposed he knew.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) He said the commission did not order it.
You say Dr. Loring gave the order ?

A. Dr. Loring did not say so to me, sir; but the secretary of state
said that Dr. Loring was going to have that wash-basin put in there for
him.

Q. Well, did the secretary of state order you to do it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. From whom did you get your orders ?

A. I claim they came from Dr. Loring.
Q. But from whom did you get your orders ?

Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) With whom had you any conversation on
the subject?

A. I have had no conversation with Mr. Loring or with Mr. Kimball
on that subject. The first I knew of it, Mr. Simmons, the carpenter, was
making a stand for it.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Well, who gave you your orders to do it ?

You did not go ahead and do anything and everything without orders P
A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. Well, why did you do it ?

A, I think that Mr. Simmons had orders for that to be done,
Q. Did you get orders from him to do it P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Why did you not speak of that ?

A. I was speaking of the commission strictly. I thought Mr..
Churchill was speaking of one of the commissioners. I would have
answered that long ago. I beg your pardon. I thought you wanted to-
know if the commissioners ordered it.

Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) I believe you stated in the beginning that
you received your orders from Mr. Simmons or Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir; from Mr. Wiley and Mr. Simmons.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I think his testimony is, that the orders

came, not directly from Mr. Wiley, but from Mr. Simmons. I only
wanted toknow.

A. I could have answered that before; but I supposed you referred to
some one of the commissioners particularly.

Q. Just to make that beyond question: I understand you that the
greater portion of your orders for this work came in this way; that you
said to Mr. Simmons that this work was needed, and ought to be done,
and Mr. Simmons, as you suppose, consulted with Mr. Wiley, and told
you to go on.

A. Yes, sir; that is somewhat the way of it.
Q. Very few of your orders came directly from any one of the com-

missioners to you ?

A. Very few of them, sir.
Mr. Colburn. That is all.

32
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George H. Simmons— Sworn.
Q. (Examined by Mr. Fitzgerald.) Mr. Simmons, you are j the

State House carpenter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have been employed round the State House?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, Do you know Mr. Barrett ?

A. 1 do,
Q. You heard his testimony here?
A. I did.
Q. He did the plumbing around here ?

A. Y'es, sir.
Q. You gave him orders—you heard him say that you gave him orders

to do all this, and he consulted you; will you state, in your own way,
everything connected with the plumbing affair, and the conversation you
had with any of the commissioners, and what conversation with Mr.
Barrett in giving your orders from the commissioners, if you received
any, to him ? By the by, as it is fresh in your mind now—in the minds
of the Committee—about this bowl down in that place; who gave orders
for that ?

A. Mr. Wiley gave me the orders to put it in.
Q. Gave you orders to put in the bowl there in the secretary of state’s

office ?

A. He did.
Q, Well, state all the rest.
Mr. Colburn. I understand the examination, as conducted by Mr.

Fitzgerald, is now solely with reference to Mr. Barrett’s bill, and has no
reference to Mr. Simmons’s bill ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. To show that whatever work Mr. Barrett has done
here he has done it under the orders of Mr. Simmons, and Mr. Simmons
received his orders from some one of the commissioners, and it was done
after the approval of one of the commissioners.

Mr. Verry. You inquire now after the bowl in the secretary of state’s
office which Mr. Barrett put in, and for which he said he got orders from
Mr. Simmons?

Mr. Fitzgerald. Y'es, sir,
Q. Go on with the rest.
A. Mr. Wiley gave me all the directions in regard to the plumbing.

If I was on a job and found that there was plumbing wanting to be done,
I generally consulted Mr. Wiley to know if he would do it or not; asked
him whether it should be put upon the commissioners’ work or whether
the thing should be let go as it was; viz., in bad condition. Mr. Wiley
told me to get everything done that was necessary to be done, and I did
so ; and we found the plumbing in very bad condition around the State
House; in fact Mr. Barrett has been all over the place where there are
water-closets, urinals and wash-bowls, and put them in thorough repair;
and I got my directions from Mr. Wiley direct, and Mr. Barrett was under
my direction in regard to plumbing, through Mr. Wiley.
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Q. State whether or not he did any work in any particular place, put
in water-closets and took out any old lead and replaced it with new, with-
out your sanction or order P

A. Not in any place that I know of.
Q. None aft all ?

A. None at all.
Q. Have you seen the men at work here; if so, state what you have

seen ?

A. I have seen these men at work here every day from the time they
commenced until the job got through, and, so far as my judgment and
experience go, I think they worked well.

Q You think it was a good, workmanlike job ?

A. It was as good a plumbing job as I ever saw in any place.
Q. Do you know anything about the old lead spoken of here ? The

old lead is worth about $5O or $6O, in the whole bill, I hardly know that
it is worth while taking up the time of the Committee, to go into an in-
vestigation of a matter, the whole value of which would not exceed $6O.

Mr. Churchill. All the old lead ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. Yes; all the old lead that has “ departed.”
Mr. Churchill. I guess it would amount to a great deal more than

$6O.
Mr, Peirce. O, yes; it will amount to a great deal more than that.
Mr. Churchill. You say a thousand pounds?
Mr. Fitzgerald. We give credit for that.
Mr. Churchill. Then a thousand pounds are gone ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. No, we don't say a thousand pounds. That is all I
have to ask Mr. Simmons to particularize his connection with the com-
missioners, and to show Mr. Barrett did all the work under his supervi-
sion, and that it was performed well.

Cross-examined by Mr. Colburn.
Q. You are not a plumber ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And as to the necessity of plumbing, you had to rely upon Mr.

Barrett's judgment ?

A. His and mine combined together.
Q. But mainly upon his, I suppose, as a plumber?
A. We would tear down the water-closets and find the pipe all sol-

dered and patched up originally, and concluded it was better to put in
new pipe.

Q. As to the obvious defects, you took your combined judgment; but
in certain matters of plumbing, I suppose he is a much better judge, as
to whether they should be done, than you ?

A. I should hope so.
Q. And you relied upon his judgment in all those matters, except

these obvious defects ?

A. I did to a certain extent.
Q. As to the size of the pipe and everything of that sort ?

A. That all depended upon his judgment, of course.
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Q. And lie reported to you what he thought was necessary to be done,
and you examined it, and you wont to Mr. Wiley, and Mr. Wiley said,
“ Have it done,” and you gave the orders to Mr. Barrett ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Wiley did not, of course, make any personal examination as

to the necessity for plumbing ?

A. When I called his attention to any particular thing, he always
came and looked at it, and determinedto have it done, if he thought it was
necessary.

Q, How long have you been the State House carpenter P
A. Nine years.
Q. Any difficulty in keeping tools, or old material, or anything of that

sort from being stolen in this house ?

A. No, not more so than any other large job.
Q. Any peculiar difficulty about the State House ?

A. Not a bit—no.
Q. Any difficulty in obtaining a room to lock up such things, if appli-

cation was made ?

A. I don’t know that there was; I don’t know that; there might be, and
there might not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of lead being taken away by any other
person but the plumbers ?

A. I have not.
Q. Any reason to suspect any was taken away by any person except

plumbers ?

A. I have no reason at all; so far as my personal knowledge goes,
I have got no reason to suppose there was.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Were you around here most of the time ?

A. I was here every day, sir.
Q. How many men were employed in plumbing here the first two or

three weeks of the job ?

A. The first part of it, or the latter part, do you mean ?

Q. The first part ?

A. There were one plumber and a helper the first of it, and, at the end,
there were two plumbers and two helpers.

Q. Could not more have been employed to advantage, at that time ?

A. I think not.
Q. It would not have been any better judgmentto have had more on

at that time ?

A. It would not, in my opinion,
Q. The work was carried on to the best advantage, under the circum-

stances ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Colburn. Allow me to make a suggestion; it is not a matter

which I care anything about; but, perhaps, it would be more for the con-

venience of the Committee to keep the testimony regarding Mr. Barrett’s
bill too-nther, and then take up Mr. Simmons’s matter with the Committee.

Mr Fitzgerald. May it please your Honor, this is our case, with
regard to Mr. Barrett’s bill.
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Q. (By the Chairman.) You have no counsel?
A. I have not; no.
Mr. Colburn. Do the Committee want to examine these hooks of Mr.

Barrett’s any more ? I suppose Mr. Barrett will produce them at any
time?

Mr. Fitzgerald. O, yes; at any time when they are wanted.

Examined by Mr. Colburn.

Q. You were employed by the commissioners to make the repairs on
the State House, and did the carpenter-work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You rendered a bill to them?
A. I did.
Q. And that bill was approved ?

A. It was.
Q. What was that [handing a bill to Witness] ; a tabulated bill ? It

don’t seem to be an approved bill ofyour work.
A. It is not my bill; at least, it is not the bill I rendered.
Q. It is not the bill which you rendered ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Is the amount the same ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Please examine it, and see whether that work and materials, which

are set forth in the bill, were done by you ? I have the impression that is
a tabulated bill.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That, then, is your bill in a tabulated form ?

A. Yes, sir; I think so.
Q, Now, by what one of the commissioners were you employed?
A. By Mr, Wiley.
Q. State, particularly, all the conversation you had with Mr. Wiley

about your work, and then, in your own manner, all that you did ?

A. The first job that I did under the direction of the Committee, was
repairing this balustrade up here—round here.

Q. Perhaps you had better state your conversation with Mr. Wiley
about employing you at all, at first ?

A. I was here all the time, and saw Mr. Wiley every day; and they
were getting the house ready for the painters and roofers, and they wanted
a carpenter,—the commissioners did,—and Mr. Wiley set me to work on
the commissioners’ work. That is about all the conversation we had. As
far as I could learn at the time, there was a movement made to have an-
other carpenter do the work for the commissioners, and, as he did not
come, Mr. Wiley set me to work.

Q. Was anything said about the price you were to charge ?

A. There was not.
Q. There was nothing said ?

A. There was not.
Q Was anything said about the stock which was to be charged,—

whether at cost price or at an advance on cost price ?
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A. Not a word.
Q. So they simply set you to work, without reference to any agree-

ment as to what you should charge per day, or what you should charge
for the stock which you had to use ?

A. Without any agreement whatever.
Q. Looking at the stock here charged, is it charged at cost, or at an

advance on cost ?

A. At an advance.
Q. How much advance ?

A. Ten per cent.
Q. Not more than 10 per cent ?

A. Some part of it might be,
Q. You are familiar with the price of lumber, say last fall ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Look over the items of lumber upon that, and see how much of an

advance upon the cost price was the price charged here ?

A. This tabulated bill here has the whole amount of the different
qualities of stock; for instance, there are boards—the whole number of
pine boards—there might be different prices in that My bill states the
prices that I charged. This tabulated bill here is pine and different
qualities all put together, and of course I could not pick out what per-
cent. there would be on all of them put together.

Q. Well, state the highest and the lowest ?

A. The highest charge on my bill for pine is f7o ; that is pine plank.
Q. Well, my question is, the highest per cent, of advance upon the

cost price of any of the articles of lumber furnished; you say you think
about 10 per cent.; now are not some of them charged at a higher rate
per cent. ?

A. Perhaps some of it may- be.
Q. Well, how much higher ?

A. I don’t think any of the lumber is charged higher than that.
Q. None of the lumber charged higher than that ?

A. No, sir; I think not.
Q. Well, what per cent, of the materials are charged at more than 10

per cent, profit on the cost price ?

A. I cannot call any to memory now, except, perhaps, the wash-stands
might be.

Q. As to the survey of this lumber, where was it surveyed; was it
measured by you as it was brought here ?

A. It was not.
Q. It was not; where was it measured ?

A. Lumber is already measured when you buy it, and the marks are
all on it when you buy it ?

Q. And you had the bills for it stating such and such marks P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, was it all consumed, —all that was bought and charged here,

—all consumed in the building ?

A. Every bit of it.
Q. Every mite ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Nothing left?
A. Nothing left that I know of.
Q. Well, now, how many men did you employ ?

A. Twelve was the largest gang I had on at any one time.
Q. You kept their time yourself ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And have the original time-book ?

A. Yes, sir; I have.
Q. Here ?

A. No, not here; I have it down stairs.
Q. You will produce your time-book before you get through?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you charged for your men, $-1 ?

A. I did.
Q. And paid them how much ?

A. $2.75 to $3.25.
Q. How many of them $2.75.
A. One. You mean $2.76?
Q. Yes ?

A. I should think two or three.
Q. Two or three at $2.75 ?

A, Yes.
Q. How many at $3.25 ?

A. One.
Q. All the rest had $3 ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Will you state what you did pay them ?

A. What is my statement in regard to the price which you asked me ?

Q. The statement was that you paid them from $2.75 to $3.25,—that
you paid some of the men $2.75 and one man $3 ?

A. I correct that statement; I paid from $2.50 to $3.25.
Q. From $2.50 to $3.25 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many at $2,60?
A. I think there were six or seven at that price; I could not call it to

memory just now.
Q. How many at $2.75 ?

A. Some three or so.
Q. So, taking your outside numbers, there would be eleven of these

men employed at $2,75 ?

A. No, sir; because I hadn’t eleven, without including myself.
Q. How many men did you have at $2.60 ?

A. I will say I had six at $2.50
Q. How many at $2.75 ?

A. Three.
Q. Nine ofyour eleven men were employed, then, at $2.75, or under ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you charged for them all $4 ?
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A. I did.
Q. That is to say, from $ 1.25 to $1.50 profit?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is that the usual rate of profit upon carpenters’ men?
A. It is.
Q. Have you the original bills for this lumber?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you produce them ?

A. I have produced them already.
Q. Not before this Committee?
A. My vouchers are in the possession of the Committee somewhere.
Q. In the possession of the Committee ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Colburn. I will suggest that you get your time-book now and

let me see that. [After an absence of a few minutes the witness pro-
duced his time and stock books ]

Q. Now, explain how you kept your time of the men ?

A. I was here every day myself, and put down the whole number of
days’ work which each man did under the date specified in that book here
[handing a small memorandum-book to Mr. Colburn],

Q. These entries were made on the very days?

A. Yes, sir; every day these entries were made.
Q. That contains all the days’ labor?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the other book which you have here ?

A. The other book is the stock and labor.
Q. When was this book [the stock-book] made up ?

A. At the time the job progressed, from week to week.
Q. Then these identical entries were made from day to day; they

were not written in afterwards ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Colburn. It looks just as though it was all written in one ink

and at one time.
Q. Now, as to the amount of work which was done: how much was

left to your judgment as to what was necessary to be done here in the
way of carpenter-work ?

A. How much was left ?

Q. Yes ; did you receive specific directions from Mr. Wiley to do this
work, and to do that work, and to do whatever you have done here for
each particular part of the work, or was it a general direction to do what
you thought was necessary ?

A. I received specific directions from Mr. Wiley.
Q. To go on and do what you thought was necessary ?

A. No, sir; not that.
Q. Well, what were the directions ?

A. They were many; the details of a job— Mr. Wiley would tell me

to do so and so; of course, I would do the details myself, without his
telling me to do them. For instance, if I was going to tear out a wash-
stand, and put in a new wash-stand, I would not wait for him to tell me



2571875.] APPENDIX.

to hang the doors, and put down the threshhold, and that sort of thing;
hut the general idea of the work I got from Mr. Wiley.

Q. Well, state some in detail what the work was. I don’t want now
the amount of days, and the amount of stock; but what the work was,
and where it was ?

A. Staging around the dome; repairing the balustrades on the roof
up here; putting in new balustrades, and repairing the old ones; stages
in all the areas, for painters and tinners, and stages in every high room
in the house, where the painters could not reach them; stages in the
House of Representatives and Senate Chamber, and repairing the floors
of Senate Chamber, which were in a very bad condition ; raising floors
up in the entries, where they were sunk down to three inches out of
level; putting in four new wash-stands; sheathing up one room down in
the basement, and building two flights of stairs from the Doric Hall to
the House of Representatives. That is all I can call to memory now,
principally,

Q. Repairing the floors; Mr. Wiley gave you specific directions to
repair the floors of the Senate Chamber, did he ?

A. He did.
Q. He gave you specific directions for that ?

A. He did.
Q. All these other numerous jobs which you have enumerated,—the

building of stairs, etc.,—he gave you specific directions to do them ?

A. He did.
Q. Nothing was left to your discretion as to whetherit ought or ought

not to be done?
A. Nothing, sir; all my directions in regard to carpenter-work which

was to be done, I took from him directly.
Q. And did you tell him what you thought ought to be done ?

A. I don’t say but what I made some suggestions to him as to what I
thought would be best to do when the thing was going on.

Q. Well, did you go to him and say, “Here, this ought to be done, this
floor ought to be repaired, or these stairways ought to be built,” or any-
thing of that sort; if so, state what he said ?

A. I have a recollection of going to him and calling his attention to
the necessity of raising those windows up higher.

Q. You have a recollection of that ?

A. Yes, sir; and then he consulted with Dr. Coring and Mr. Kimball
in regard to it, and in a few days after, he told me to go to work and
raise them up.

Q. With regard to any other jobs; did you suggest them or advise
about them with him ?

A. I don’t say I did not; probably I did.
Q, And he usually assented to your suggestions ?

A. Not always.
Q. I asked if usually ?

A. I think he did.
Q. Do you recall suggestions which you made about repairs to which

he did not assent ?

33
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A. I do.
Q. Well, state how much ?

A. Now sashes in the governor’s department on this end,—that is one
suggestion I made that he did not assent to.

Q. What else ?

A. I suggested the idea of planing off the floor of the coat-room, before
the oil-cloth was laid down on it, which was very uneven, and he did not
assent to that.

Q. Yes; anything else?
A. I don’t know that there is; I don’t remember any at the present

time.
Q. How long have you been the carpenter here at the State House ?

A. I have been up here nine years.
Q. Now, as a matter of fact, was not this the case, that Mr. Wiley, not

being a carpenter— He is not a carpenter, I believe ?

A. I think not.
Q. That he relied upon your judgment of what was necessary or

proper, on what ought to be done, as you had been here so many years,
and told you to go on and do it ?

A. I think not; Mr. Wiley is a man of good judgment.
Q. He knovvs what is generally to be done in the way of carpentry

and repairs ?

A. He does, sir. I think he is a man of good judgment, and, if his
attention is called to it, can say if a thing ought to be done or not.

Q. As a matter of fact, you were the person who called his attention
to it?

A. I did, because there were cases in which it was desirable to have
work done ; when a survey of the other portion of that work is progress-
ing at one time, then is the time to have that portion done.

Q. You knew more about what carpentry should be done on the State
House than anybody else, and you would be the natural person to suggest
what should be done, and that was the case, wasn’t it?

A. I don’t think I suggested to him many of the articles to be done ; I
was not in the habit of it; I know, for instance, in regard to those sashes,
that I was going to get new sashes made for the old frames as they were,
and as I was going to get new sashes for them I thought it better to raise
the windows up and make the improvement, as I was going to get sashes
made for the old frames.

Q. What proportion of your bill has been paid ?

A. My whole bill is §5,-127, and I have received §5,200,
Q. All but about §4OO has been paid you, has it ?

A. Less than that.
Q. All but about §227 has been paid you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Those are your lumber bills P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And a comparison of these bills with the prices charged here will

show the profit you made upon the lumber, will it?
A. No, I don’t think it will.
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Q. Why not ?

A. Because I
Mr. Colburn. Speak twice as loud, the Committee cannot hear you.
A. What is your question ?

Q. I asked you if a comparison of these bills, and the amount charged
on your bill for lumber, would show the per cent, of profit which you
made upon the lumber ?

A. I think it will.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Are these all the books which you have got ?

A. Yes, sir; these are all the books I have got.
Q. Are these all the books you keep ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was this book kept every day, and a charge made of it every week

in the ledger ?

A. Charged every week.
Q. Well, where is your account which you kept every day ?

A. There is an account of the time in that book there.
Q. That is the time-book; did you put it down every night ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Carried it in your pocket every day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You kept it extremely nice, if you carried it in your pocket every

day.
A. Perhaps it is.
Q. I could not carry it in my pocket and keep it as nice as that.

Didn’t you keep a time-book, and show every man’s work where it is ?

A. I did not.
Q. Isn’t that the proper way ?

A. That is a matter of opinion.
Q. Isn’t it the best way P <

A. Well, perhaps it is.
Q. I see, from the beginning to the end of this book, that there are no

fractions of days. There wasn’t a man off Iby reason of sickness, or any
other unavoidable cause. Isn’t it a common thing to have men off sick,
or aren’t there other causes and occasions liable to take men off ?

A. Yes, sir; it is common.
Q. Isn’t it a very uncommon thing to go through four months’ time,—

this covers four months’ time,—there is not a fraction of a day in this
whole thing ?

A. I think there is a fraction, or part of a day.
Q. There is, on the last part of it, a fraction of a day.
A. I think there is a fraction of a day beside that.
Q. On August 4, there are two one-haif days’ work; that, and the last

day, are the only days where there are fractions charged for a half day’s
work. I want to know, when a number of men work on a job four
months, if it is not a common thing for men to be absent from sickness,
or other unavoidable causes ? There are many things for which men will
want to be off half or a quarter of a day, which will take them away ?

A. Very often it is the case; but you will see by this time-book that I
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hadn’t a very large gang of men on for the whole length of time. If I
had had eleven men on for those whole four months, perhaps there
would l>e more fractional parts of a day.

Q, Through the month of September it run from nine to twelve men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then, these are all the books you kept?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. This book which you have kept here at the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, isn’t it rather unusual for a man doing such business as that

is to have only one book with one charge in; don’t you do anything for
anybody else ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Only for the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNdtt.) Did you build all the staging ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The staging for Mr. Flood and the whiteners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And for the outside of the building ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you build the staging in this room ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Who did ?

A. I think the whiteners built it themselves.
Q. And you furnished stock for all the others, for the staging for the

whiteners and the painters ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. Who did ?

A. Mr. Wiley furnished the staging.
Q. O, yes; you only put it up ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peikce.) You stated you were employed most of the

time by the State ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you paid by the year, or daily ?

A. Daily.
Q Is your work charged in the time-book ?

A. It is.
Q. During your work here, did you do work anywhere else at any

time while you were working on the State House; did you have your
men anywhere else employed ?

A. I think I had a small job at the time going on.
Q. Did you send any men from this work to any other place in the

city at that time to do work ?

A. I did.
Q. Can you remember now where you sent them P
A. I sent a man down to 33 Pemberton Square, which is a State

building, to do a job, and down to 21, which is another State building.
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Q. I will ask now, did you send them to any place not attached to the
State department ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Can you recollect those places P
A. I had a man over to Charlestown, I think.
Q. Do you recollect the gentleman’s name ?

A. I do; Mr. Wiley.
Q. Any other place ?

A. No other place.
Q. Was it one ofyour workmen which was on this State House.
A. It was one of them.
Q. How many days did he work there ?

A. I cannot recall it to memory just now; hut I can tell you how many
days he worked there.

Q. Do you recollect the man’s name; the man that you sent?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give it ?

A. Mr. Powers.
Q. Mr. Bowers ?

A. Powers.
Q. What is his first name ?

A. Frank, I think.
Q. He worked at Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. He did a job there for me.
Q. I say, he worked over at Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You say you charged about 10 per cent, profit

on your stock ?

A. About that; yes,
Q. Here is “ spruce floor ” I see charged at four and a half cents a foot;

what did you pay for that ?

A. You have got to pay four cents.
Q. Pay four cents ?

A. Four cents for good.
Q. Cannot you buy the best for $24 a thousand ?

A. No, sir; I cannot.
Q. I can ; I can buy it for f20.
A. Thirty-eight and forty dollars is what I have to pay for spruce

flooring.
Mr. Shaw. What is the regular price, Mr. Paul, of spruce flooring;

don’t it range according to quality ?

Mr. Paul. The regular price by the quantity, for the best floor-boards,
has been $3B; but, so far as that is concerned, I should say, the price
would be what any jobber would charge for the quantity, which is 150
feet, I know I should. The price, last summer, was f 38; it used to be
?40, and it ranges, as you say, according to quality, but not down to $2O.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Were they planed and kiln-dried ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. (By Mr. Peirce,) Have you a shop, sir ?
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A. I have not.
Q. Where do you keep your tools and things ?

A. Down in the State House, in the basement.
Q. Then this profit which you make upon men,—this extra charge over

and above what you pay them,—why do you make such large profits, for
what purpose; is it to meet any expenses which are attached to your
business ?

A. The reason why I make these profits is because it is customary to
do so.

Q. Have you a large amount of tools ?

A. I have the usual amount of tools a carpenter would have to carry
on the same business.

Q. Employ how many men P
A. From one to six, seven, eight and nine, as the case requires.
Q How large an amount of tools would that require? I would like

to ask you if, as a general thing, the journeymen carpenters don’t furnish
their own tools ; what are called the “ workmen’s tools ”?

A. They do furnish a portion of them ; yes.
Q. Now-a-days, there is so much work got out by machinery that

there are very few tools required in the shop ?

A. There are a great many tools required in the shop, if there is so
much work got out by machinery.

Mr. Peirce. I know there are a great many, but not so many as there
used to be.

Q, (By Mr Doherty.) I would like to ask you one question : You
spoke about furnishing staging for painters; Mr. Flood did furnish some
staging for himself ?

A. Strictly speaking, no staging that I know of.
Q. Well, portable staging ?

A. Well, what he furnished were trestle-horses.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) As to your work which you have done for

the State independent of this job and before it, did you keep any account
of it in the book of your time?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. So, kept no account of your previous work; but you did when you

began upon this work ?

A. I did.
Q. How often were you paid before ?

A. Supposed to be paid once a month.
Q. Well, how did you know; did you remember it right along?
A. No; you asked me if I kept any account at all ?

Q. Yes.
A. I did,
Q. Well, what do you mean by saying, just now, that you didn’t ?

A. I thought you meant did I keep a whole set of books, which I did
not.

Q. You didn’t keep a whole set of books, but you did keep an account
of your time ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What kind of a book was that P
A. Similar to that.
Q. What was that book bought for,—for this work ?

A. I don’t know that I bought it for this; I commenced in the same
way.

Q. Then the time in that book is kept in the same way as in this
book ?

A. It is not.
Q. Why did you make the change in the way of keeping it ?

A. The reason is, that I would have had to have employed three or
four book-keepers to keep it in the way in which I kept it previous to this
job.

Q. How did you keep it before ?

A. I would specify in what room the work was done, and who for; for
instance, if a castor came off a chair in this room, I would make a charge
“ for putting a castor on a chair in green room,” and if a window-curtain
was required for room 8,1 would charge “ window-curtain for room 8”;
and if I kept the time of this work in the same way as that, I should have
had to employ three or four book-keepers.

Q. But you have no specifications in your books here; simply the
material furnished and the days’ work ?

A. That is all, sir.
Q, So, in describing what you have done, you would have to go over

the State House and set your men at work to find out what you have
done ?

A. I would not have to go over the State House very much for this
job, if you refer to that.

Q. I refer to this job. You could draw off a general statement with-
out much trouble, could you P

A. I could, I think; I could not go into details,
Mr. Colburn. Of course not.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Did I understand you to say that you didn’t

keep any detailed statement of these things ?

A. I did not.
Q. Can you tell the way in which you kept the work in Mr. Wiley’s

house; you kept no other book but those, I understood you to say ?

A. I could not now, but I can.
Q. How did you keep the time there ?

A. I have got afan simile of his bill.
Q. But you didn’t make out his bill till you went to collect it ?

A. I did not.
Q. Well, how did you recollect the time, then, and the stock ?

A. Of course I put my time and stock down every day or every week.
Q. On what ?

A. On paper; on a book similar to that.
Q. A book similar to that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I understood you to say you didn’t keep any book but that ?

A. I misunderstood you; you asked me if I kept any other books but
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that. I didn’t keep a set of books, but I have got to keep the time in a
small book,—a committee-book, or something of that kind.

Q. (By Mr. Colbubn.) How much did the job amount to which you
did for Mr. Wiley ?

A. I cannot remember now.
Q. Well, give it in round numbers ?

A. I should think $4OO or $5OO, about.
Q. That has been paid ?

A. It has not.
Q. (By Mr. Peiece) Have you got the book which you made those

charges on to Mr. Wiley ?

A. I have.
Q. You can produce it, can you ?

A. I can.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How long ago was that work done for Mr.

Wiley?
A. Sometime last summer.
Q. While this work was going on ?

A. I think it was; yes.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I don’t know whether this question has been

asked or not. After you sent men to Mr. Wiley’s house did they come
back to the State House; did you take them back and put them on the
State House again ?

A. I did, one of them.
Q. Was there any trouble between you and Mr. Wiley on account of

your bringing them back ?

A. None.
Q. Did you have any talk or trouble with him in any way, shape or

manner,—any conversation in the State House in regard to taking them
back from Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. I did not.
Q. Did these men go back again to Mr. Wiley’s house afterwards ?

A. Not after they got through.
Q. After you took them back in the first place ?

A. No ; they did not,

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Who furnished the nails for the State House P
A. I did.
Q. Are they all charged on your account ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you furnish all the nails used on the whole building ?

A. I did.
Q. Kept no account of them separate from the others ?

A. Not any; no, sir.
Q. And you built all the staging yourself ?

A. I did.
Q. You said you didn’t build this one in this room ?

A. Excepting the one in the green room.
Q. How happened it you didn’t build this ?

A. I could not sayfor certain the reason I didn’t build it, but I sup*
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pose it was at the time when Mr. Kimball was going to get another
cai-penter—his carpenter—to do the work here; and between the time
that he was getting this man and the time he didn’t get him, they built
the stage—the masons did—themselves.

Q. O, that reminds me now. How happened it that you got the job
for doing this work ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Well, who talked of another carpenter ?

A. Mr. Kimball did,I think.
Q. Who did you receive your orders from to go on with the work ?

A. Mr, WilejL
Q. Did he say that they had voted to set the regular State House

carpenter at work upon it?
A. He did not.
Q. He simply told you to go to work and do the work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You are doing the work right along here,—the jobbing,—whatever

they have to do ?

A. Yes, sir; what there is to do.
Q. AVere you up here under Mr. Nichols P
A. I was.
Q. Who took charge of the work, if anybody; or rather, who seemed

to have the work after the death of Mr. Nichols P
A. I did.
Q. How long were you with Mr. Nichols before he died P
A. I think it was six years; either five or six years, lam not certain

which.
Q. If you have been here nine years it would be six ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Simmons, in going over the State

House and being here during these repairs, you had an opportunity of
judging how the other men worked ; how other mechanics worked; did
you think the work was being carried on faithfully in the other branches ?

A. I did. I wouldn’t say but what there were exceptions, the same
as there are in all large gangs of men; not any more so in the State House
than in other large gangs of men in other large buildings.

Q. Did you notice them particularly at all, in any department ?

A. I did not; no sir.
Q. AVas there loafing in any department that you noticed ?

A. Nothing special; no more than in any other large building with
other large jobs.

Q. How many men did you employ here, Mr. Simmons, generally;
how many men did you average ?

A. I could not say what the average was ; the most I had at any one
time were eleven, besides myself.

Q. Will you give mo the names of some of them, if you please ?

A. Yes, I will; as many as I can recollect.
Q. Well, as near as you can recollect, will you give'me the names?
A. Frank Powers.

34
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Q. Anybody else ?

A. Schoonmaker.
Q. Anybody else?
A. Smith.
Q. What Smith P
A. Don’t know his Christian name.
Q.' Anybody else?
A. Joseph Marshall.
Q. Who else ?

A. Williston.
Q. What is his name ?

A. Edward, I think.
Q. Anybody else ?

A. William Wise.
Q. Go on ?

A. Donnelly.
Q. Donnelly; what is his first name ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Where does Mr. Powers live ?

A. Boston.
Q. Where is he now, do you know ?

A. Yes; in South Boston.
Q. Smith; do you know where he lives ?

A. Ido not.
Q. Joseph Marshall ?

A. He is at sea.
Q. Edward Williston?
A. Charlestown.
Q. William Wise?
A. Boston.
Q. Well, do you know what street?

A. Ido not know.
Q, Donnelly?
A. Don’t know. :

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Simmons, I will ask yon a question in re-

gard to moving staging around here ; did the painters help you a great
deal to move stages around ?

A. They did not.
Q. Their time was not employed much in that way ?

A. The only time that I remember was down in Doric Hall; we took
the staging down in a great hurry, and I think Mr. Wiley or Mr.
McDonald,—l think Mr. McDonald rather,—called on some two or

three painters to help move the staging out of the hall after it was down.
Q. As a general thing you had the stages ready in every room that

had got to be painted and repaired ?

A. Yes, sir; I did. What I understand by moving stages is, after the
carpenters put up staging and masons get to work on it, of course they
move the boards to suit themselves, and I understand their statement m
regard to moving the stages was to move the boards to suit themselves.
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Q. Didn’t the painters and masons generally give you notice where
they wanted stages erected ?

A. Always did.
Q. Gave you sufficient time to put them up ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know of any delay occasioned to painters by having a lack

of stages at any time ?

A. I don’t know of any, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Didn’t you keep any memorandums through the

week to make these charges by ?

A. I did not.
Q. And this time-book you entered every night, did you ?

A. I did.
Mr. Shaw. Well, you have a pretty good nerve to make those figures

to have them come right every time; a pretty good nerve. You have
more than I have. There is every evidence here that a man sat down
and made them all at one time.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You stated you had a book where you made
other charges for work for other parties, and can produce it ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Will you produce it to-morrow P
A. I will; yes, sir.
Q. Please have it here at 11 o’clock?
A. Yes, sir.

Mrs. Ann Newell— Sworn.
Q. (Examined by Mr. Colburn.) State your full name ?

A. Ann Newell, sir.
Q. And you are the widow of Richard Newell, formerly foreman for

Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And where do you live P
A. Cambridgeport, sir.
Q. Did you bring thatbook in this morning ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you find it—among your husband’s papers ?

A. He handed it to me, sir, before he died.
Q. When did he die ?

A. The Ist of February, sir.
Q. And do you know in whose handwriting the writing there is ?

A. I presume it is his, sir; I cannot say.
Q. Is that paper also in his ?

A. Yes, sir; it was given to me in the book.
Q. That, also ?

A. Yes, sir; they were all given to me in the book,
Q They are in your husband’s handwriting, are they not; or are they ?

A. I believe they are, sir; I could not positively say. I did not see
him writing them.

Q. How about that ?
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A. That was with them.
Q. And that, also ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That, also P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that, also ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were these all the papers and books of your husband that you

found after his death ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. These are all the books and papers of your husband that you can

find ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, when you came here, to whom did you first give these books

and papers ?

A. I gave them to Mr.— This gentleman.
Q. Mr. Doherty ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Who else besides Mr. Doherty has examined these books and

papers since your husband died ?

A. Nobody, sir.
Q. Mr. Doherty is the first person who saw them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And when did you give them to him P
A. This morning, sir.
Q. And you have no reason to suppose but what they are all here that

you gave to him P
A, Y'es, sir ; every 7 one of them.
Q. (By Mr. Yekry.) Did you know, Mrs. Newell, where your hus-

band was employed; in December he was at work for Mr. Flood, I
suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But whereabouts was he employed ?

A. I think he was employed at the post-office.
Q. Did he work at the State House any ?

A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. Did you have a son that was also employed with him ?

A. Yes, sir; he used to workwith him ; whether he was at work with
him at that time I don’t know.

Q. Where is your son now ?

A. He is in this room.
Q. Do you know whether your husband kept the time of the men who

worked at the post-office, or not ?

A. I cannot say, sir. I never heard him speak of anything concerning
his business to me.

Q. And you have never examined these papers to see ?

A. No, sir; I never thought them much of anything; but he told me
to lay them away, and if they were needed—
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Q. How late did he continue to work, or when was he sick; when did
lie give over work ?

A. He was taken sick the last Monday before the first of February,
and he died on the first; he took to his bed the first Tuesday, and died
on the Sunday night at 12.30.

Q. Did he continue to work from the time when he was taken sick ?

A. No, sir; he was confined to his bed on Tuesday.
Q. He was taken sick on Sunday ?

A. He came home from his business on Monday night and complained
of ailing, and took to his bed on Tuesday morning, and remained there
till he died.

Q. Yes ; he worked on Monday previous to his death P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And continued to work all the month of January, up to that time?
A. Yes, sir; he had a cold, but I didn’t think it amounted to much of

anything.
Q. Did you know atany time of his working upon the State House ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was your son working on the State House?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know whether your husband had charge of Mr. Flood’s

books and papers at the office ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know.
Q. You don’t know whether he did or not ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) About how long before your husband’s death

did he give you this book ; you say he handed it to you ?

A. I should suppose the evening before ; well, perhaps it was more—-
say two evenings before he died.

Q. Yes, after he was taken sick, and before he died ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, what did you say he said to you ?

Mr. Doherty. Wait one moment; I don’t know how far this is
material, and it certainly would not be competent in a court of law.

Mr. Colburn. I don’t know; the declarations of an agent might or
might not be.

Q. Well, what did you say he said to you ?

Mr. Doherty. I should like to have the ruling of the Committee upon
that.

The Chairman. I think you may ask the question, unless the Com-
mittee object to it

Q. What did you say he said to you when he gave the book to you ?

A. He told me to take the book and put it in my drawer and take care
of it, and if it should be needed at any time it could be found.

Q. Anything else ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Why did you give those books to Mr.

Doheity this morning, or show them to him ?

Mr Doherty, Because I asked her for them ; I will tell vou.



270 Apr.APPENDIX.

Mr. Churchill. I am not asking the counsel, I am asking Mrs.
Newell. I don’t want any interruptions from counsel here.

A. I had no idea of anything wrong about it.
Q. I simply asked the question why you did; I don’t say there is

anything wrong. You gave them because he asked for them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you meet him ;at the State House, when you gave them

to him ?

A. I met him coming to the State House.
Q. Coming to the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he ask you for the book P
A. No ; he said, if I had any papers to let him see them, and I showed

them to him; I didn’t think there was anything important about them to
keep them.

Q. You were summoned here by the sergeant-at-arms, yesterday, to
give your testimony, were you not ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you were met by the counsel for Mr. Flood, and asked to show

your papers, which you were asked to bring for the Committee ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he give any reason for seeing them ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By. Mr. Paul.) Has anybody asked you for those books since

your husband’s death ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know how the counsel knew that you had those books ?

A. Well, I don’t know, unless he knew that I might have something,
being Newell’s wife ; I don’t know that he knew in any other way.

Q. You were acquainted with Mr. Doherty ?

A. I know the gentleman.
Q. Did Mr. Flood know that you had those books ?

A. I don’t know; he may have known, but he never saw them; he
never came to me for them, and never asked me for them.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did anyone ever ask you for his books ?

A. No, sir, not exactly. Idle people have talked to me and asked me
if he had any papers concerning his business, and I said, “ No; none that
I thought to be of any importance.” Nobody had ever seen them until,
this morning.

Q. What was the reason you did not come the first day 370 u were sent
for ?

A. My daughter’s child was very ill, and I was not very well myself.
I told the gentleman about it when he called for me.

Q (By Mr. Colbuun.) Why didn’t you come the next day ?

A. I did not know it was an important matter. If I had thought it
was realh 7 important, I should have come jvithout any trouble about it.

Q. You promised him you would come ?

A. Yes, sir; I did say so, and if I had got back in season I would
have come.
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Q. (By the Chairman.) Do yon wish to ask her any questions, Mr.
Doherty ?

A. (By Mr, Doherty.) No questions.
The Chairman. That is all, Mrs. Newell.

Testimony of Me. Meant—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) [Showing a sheet of note-paper.] Is this a

memorandum of the time kept ofyour work on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir, that is it; as I said, my foreman kept it down to such a
time.

Q, Down to what date ?

A. Down to November 14. Then Mr. Wiley kept Slater there eleven
days longer. .

Q. When was this written P
A. At the time, as it went on—each day. That is all the discrepancy

—ten cents.
Q. This stone-cutting was done upon the steps P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is there any price per foot for such work as that ?

A. No, I don’t know that there is. It is a kind of work you cannot
tell what it is worth to do, until you get at it. The steps were all eaten
up with scales. If you took off one, you would have to take off another,
and sometimes there would be half or three-quarters of an inch to be taken
off.

Q. Could not you estimate by the yard what it was worth ?

A. No, sir; it is impossible. I would not undertake to do it.
Q. I suppose you could point out to anyone, or your foreman could,

exactly what was done ?

A. Yes, sir; it shows itself. They were very badly disintegrated, and
we could not tell what there was to do, until we got at them.

By Mr. Colburn. He has brought my attention to a slight discrepancy
of ten cents. I don’t know as that amounts to anything.

Q. What do you say was the man’s name that kept this ?

A. Nicholas Hatch.
Q. Where is he ?

A. In the city, I guess.
Q. This other man’s name was Slater. Nicholas Hatch kept the time

at first, and Mr. Slater kept it for the two last weeks. What is Mr.
Slater’s first name ?

A. I don’t know, sir. Mr. Wiley kept him here for some purpose.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Is that your original piece of paper on

which you kept the time, and none other ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. None other ? Did you have no time-book ?

A. There is a time-book, but I was told to bring this.
Q. Where is the time-book ? I asked you to bring the original time-

book.
A. Thai he called his book; that is the book he kept.
Q. (By Mr, Yekuy.) Was it transferred from that into your book ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. The original was kept in the tjme-book, and not upon this ?

A. No, sir; it was kept upon this, and transferred into the time-book.
This he called his book.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Was that written here?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the entry kept every day P
A. No, sir; once a week.
Q. As a general thing, workmen have pretty dirty hands cutting

stone ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He was pretty clean about his accounts ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Who kept this, Mr. Meany ?

A. Nicholas Hatch,

Q. (By the Chairman.) Does he work for you now ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know his address, or where he is ?

A. He is in the city; I can find him.
Q. Will you give his address to the secretary ?

A. I really don’t know where he lives. I have so many men at work
for me, I don’t know where they all live.

Q. (Bj' Mr. Churchill.) He was a foreman, wasn’t he ?

A. Yes, sir; on this job.
Q, (By the Chairman.) Will you ascertain where he lives and let

me know to-morrow ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As I understand, he was the foreman who kept the time ?

A. Yes, sir. Do you want Mr. Hatch brought here at any certain
time ?

Q. (By the Chairman.) We would like his address, and if we want
him we can send for him.

Testimony of Mr. John Newell—Sworn.
Mr. Colburn. State your full name.
A. John Newell,
Q, You are the son of Richard Newell, the former foreman of Mr.

Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you in the employ of Hugh Flood last winter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Did you work upon the State House ?

A. I worked part of the time upon the State House.
Q. You are a painter ?

A. Y r es, sir.
Q. What time did yon work upon the State House?
A. I couldn’t tell exactly. I worked here off and on. I was at work

here part of the day, the biggest, and then he would send me down to
his house to do chores, one thing and another.
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Q. Did lie send you to any other painting job ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where ?

A. He sent me to the custom-house.
Q. Any other place ?

A. Yes, sir; to the post-office,
Q. Any other place ?

A. In Chelsea.
Q. Any other place?
A. To the South End.
Q. I mean while you were employed on the State House?
A. O, no; not while I was employed on the State House.
Q. While you were at work at the State House, were you taken off

and sent to other places to do work ?

A. Yes, sir; down to his house, to set glass.
Q. Where else ?

A. I was taken from the State House and put into the custom-house,
and from there I was sent out of town to Newton Upper Falls.

, Q. What pay did you’get?
A. Two dollars and a half a day, sir.
Q. Where were you paid ?

A. In the shop.
Q, By whom ?

A. By Mr. Flood.
Q. Do you know anything about where he kept an account of your

time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where ?

A. In a big book.
Q. In a big book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do you know it ?

A. I saw it with my own eyes.
Q. Did you see any other men paid in the office?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did he get their time ?

A. He took it off the same book he took mine
Q. The large book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, How large ?

A. Not quite so large as that, sir [pointing to a book on the table] ;
about that wide, sir [indicating a certain width].

Q. How long ?

A. About as long as this, sir. He had two books, sir; one in which
he kept the time, and one in which he kept the amount of stock used.

Mr, Colburn, I believe that is all.
Q. (By Mr. Merry.) Mr. Newell, did you work on the State House

in December?
A. Yes, sir.

36
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Q. I want to know if you know a man by the name of Cosgrove who
worked for Mr. Flood ?

A. I could not tell.
Q. Or Harrington ?

A. 1 don’t know.
Q. Or Shortle ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Johnson?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Powers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. C. J. Alloon?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Newell ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Andrews ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Crear ?

A. Yes, sir. ,

Q. Baldwin ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Breen ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Gammon, or Hammadon, or Ammadon P
A. sir.
Q. What is that name ?

A. I could not tell you, sir.
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Moore, James Moore P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Barrett ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Flynn ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Chadwick?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Sullivan ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Gill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Carney ?

A. Y'es, sir.
Q. Well, your name is what?
A. John Newell.
Q. What was your father’s name ?

A. Richard Newell.
Q. Is there aC. Newell ?

A. Yes, sir—Calvin.
Q. Who is he ?

A. My youngest brother.
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Q. Did ho work for Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is he ?

A. I presume he is in the shop. ]_He is working for him now, sir; at
this present day.

Q. Did he workat the State House ?

A. I couldn’t say positively whether he worked at the State House.
Yes, sir, I could say he did. He brought stuff backward and forward
from the shop to the State House.

Q. Did Shortle work at the State House ?

A. I couldn’t tell; lam pretty sure my brother did.
Q. Did Johnson?
A. I don’t know whether Johnson worked here or not; I couldn’t say.
Q. Would you come round here, please ? [Showing witness a piece

of paper.] Do you know that handwriting ?

A. Ho, sir; I would hardly swear it was my father’s writing.
Q. [Showing him another sheet of paper ] What do you say to that?
A. I should say that was my father’s writing, but I would not be

positive about the first.
Q. [Showing him a sheet of paper,] And that ?

A. That is my father’s writing.
Q. Now, I wish you would look that over, and tell me what it refers

to. It seems to me to be an account of labor done somewhere or other ?

A. That is at the post-office; that is where he kept the time of each
man.

Mr. Yekky. These seem to be duplicates of something.
Q. (By Mr. Newell.) Does that book go with the papers ?

A. (By Mr. Terry.) I think so.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) [Handing witness a pass-book.] That is your

father’s writing, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. This sheet of paper seems to be a copy of that page of

the book so far as that is concerned.
Mr. Newell. [Referring to the pass-book] Yes, sir, that is my

father’s writing.
Q, (By Mr. Terry.) [Showing a sheet of colored paper.] Is that

your father’s writing ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, do you know all the men whose names appear on this piece

of colored paper P
A. Yes, sir; I think I do.
Q. Can you tell, for instance, where Flynn works ?

A. Yes, sir; where he is working now, but not where he did work in
December. Still, I think Flynn worked in the post-office part of the time,
and part of the time out of town, on an out-of-town job.

Q. Baxter, where did he work P
A. Principally at the State House.
Q. Gill?
A. He was in Washington.
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Q. rotors ?

A. 1 think he worked at the State House.
Q. Who is J. W. Barney ?

A. I don’t know.
Q, Do you know Mr. Crear P
A. No, sir; I know Mr. Baldwin.
Q. Where did he work ?

A. He worked at the post-office. I could not tell whether he worked
at the State House. Chadwick worked in the post-office.

Q. Do you know where Calvin somebody worked ?

A. I know but one Calvin, and that is my brother, Calvin Newell.
Q. Do you know who Harry is ?

A. Ido not know.
Q. Cartwright P
A. I know him.
Q. Where did he work ?

A. At the post-office.
Q. And Moore ?

A. He worked part of the time at the post-office, and part of the time
at the State House.

Q. Breen ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Well, you cannot tell where these men worked all the time P
A. No, sir; I cannot. I did not keep any list of them.
Q. How much of the time did you work in the State House ?

A. I should say I worked, off and on, the best of two weeks.
Q. In what season of the year did you work here ?

A. I worked for Mr. Flood till Christmas. After Christmas I left him,

I was obliged to leave him.
Q. Did you work in the State House in December ?

A. Yes, sir; I worked for him in December.
Q. How many men were at work here for Mr. Flood in December,

when you were here ?

A. I don’t know.
* Q, How many should you think ?

A. I should think a half dozen or more.
Q. Well, were there a dozen, during the month of December, every

day ?

A. These old ones that he hired by the year ?

Q. Any of these men that were employed; were there as many as a

dozen each day ?

A. Yes, sir, there were.
Q. How many should you say ?

A. I should say about a dozen.
Q. Do you think there were as many as a dozen there every day ?

A. Well, more or less; some days there would be more than a dozen,
some days not so many.

Q. Not so many as twenty, every day ?

A. 1 could not say that.
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Q. What do you think?

A. Perhaps there may have been, some days, twenty, and some days
there would not be; I couldn’t toll.

Q. Well, what do you say to two dozen ?

A. I shouldn’t think there were two dozen.
Q. Yon are speaking now of the month of December. You feel quite

sure he did not have as many as two dozen men any day you worked
here ?

A, I couldn’t say.
Q. You couldn’t say with any assurance, but you could give us your

opinion ?

A. As far as I saw, I should judge from what I saw around the build-
ing, I couldn’t say but that I saw 26 men in the building, but I don’t
think I did.

Q. (By Mr. Merry.) He has charged 26 men on the Ist of Decem-
ber, 26 on the 2d, 27 men on the 3d, 26 on the 4th, 26 on the sth, 26 on the
6th, 26 on the Bth, 25 on the 9th, 26 on the 10th, 25 on the 11th.

A. I shouldn’t think he had as many as that. I don’t think he did,—not
while I was at work here. I don’t know how many he might have had
when I was not here. I couldn’t tell how many men he did have when
I was not at work here. He may have had 50, for all I know. I don’t
think he had 26 while I was at work here.

Q. Well, this book is the account which your father kept of the labor-
ers ; that is the book in which he kept the time of the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, on Ist of December he had twelve men at work at the

post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, do you know of any men—can you tell of any men—that

were in Mr. Flood’s employ on the Ist of December whose names are
not contained in this paper; that is a list of all the men that Mr. Flood had
in his employ P

A. I should judge it was.
Q. You should judge this list contained a list of all the names of the

men in Mr. Flood’s employ; and this book, the men employed on the
post-office in December, under your father P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr. Newell, you state that you left and went out

to work in Newton. Whom did you work for at Newton ?

A. I couldn’t exactly tell now. I worked on a house beyond Newton.
I was out there a week altogether, I guess.

Q. You said you worked on a house in Chelsea ?

A. I worked on a house in Chelsea for a gentleman who works for
Mr. Butler,—Mr. Butler’s clerk.

Q. How long were you there ?

A. I worked there, I guess, a little over a week.
Q. Did you go from the State House when you wont there?
A. No, sir.
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Q, You went from the office ?

A. From the post-office.
Q. Your father kept the time of the men in the post-office, and also

of the men on the other job ?

A. No, sir; he took the men’s time down on a paper and copied that
into a book,

Q. Did he do the same thing on this State House job P
A. 1 couldn’t say about the State House.
Mr. Paul. That is all.
Mr. Doherty. He will be here to-morrow morning, I suppose?
Mr. Paul. I suppose he will have to be.
The Chairman. We are not going to go without our dinner for the

sake of the State House—not much—at this time of the year.

[The Committee then adjourned until Friday morning April 16, at 10
o’clock.]
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Friday, April 16, 1873.
Testimony of John Newell,—Resumed.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr. Newell, did you work a portion of the day
here and a portion of the day elsewhere ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you go from here ?

,

A. I went from here down to Mr. Flood’s house to work the remainder
of the afternoon until time to quit. I left here about half-past three or
four o’clock in the afternoon.

Q. Did you go anywhere else from here ?

A. Yes, sir; I went down to the custom-house a part of a day.
Q. Did you always receive your pay at the office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you always sign the book ?

A. No, sir. He took the money out and handed it to me; I took it and
he signed the book.

Q. You never receipted for your time?
A, No, sir; none of the men did.
The Chairman. Do you wish to cross-examine Mr. Newell, Mr.

Collins?
Mr. Collins. Mr. Doherty heard the evidence, and is now in the

supreme court. He may wish to ask some questions.
Mr. Colburn. The only difficulty in postponing the cross-examination

is that it separates testimony relating to the same subject-matter. If Mr.
Doherty thinks it worth while to go into a cross-examination, I have no
doubt Mr. Collins could cross-examine him,

Mr. Collins. I could, if I had sworn what he testified to.
Mr. Verry. Mr. Newell testified substantially that he was, during a

portion of this time, if not all of it, at work for Mr. Flood. He worked
upon the State House some in December, some full days and some por-
tions of days. He was sent from here to Mr. Flood’s house to do chores
at times, and to other places; that he was sent from here to Chelsea, and
to Newton, it seems to me; I do not remember about Newton, but Chel-
sea I remember,—and he said that Mr, Flood kept account-books, which
he described, in one of which ho kept the time, and in another the stock
and material; he had often seen them in the office, whenever he had been

NINTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.
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there to receive liis pay, lie also testified to some of the papers that
were produced here by Ids mother; that they were, some of them, in the
handwriting of his father; that the names upon the book which begun
December 1, were all the men that worked at the post-office for whom
his father kept the time; he knew the persons, and knew that they worked
there. I believe that is substantially his testimony.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) You saw this pass-book of the post-office and
sub-treasury building before P

Mr. Yerry. That is a book, Mr. Collins, that his mother produced. It
was given to his mother by his father just before he died.

Q. (By Mr. Collins.) Whose handwriting is that ? “ United States
Post-Office and Sub-Treasury Building in account with Charles Richard-
son & Co., 61 Broad Street, Boston, Mass.”

A. Ido not know whose handwriting that is; but this [referring to
another part of the book], I know all about.

Q. That pencil-writing is your father’s handwriting ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know where your father got this book ?

A. I suppose he got it at the post-office ; I would not be certain.
Q. When did you first see it.
A. I saw it when father used it. lie used it at home every night, put-

ting the men’s time down.
Q. Every night ?

A. Yes, sir; before I left the house,
Q, When did you leave the house P
A. I got married August 12, and I stayed there until the following

month.
Q. You left in September ?

A. Yes, sir; I left my father’s house in September. I worked for Mr.
Flood until after Christmas.

Q. Did you go to housekeeping after you left ?

A. No, sir; I was housekeeping when I was in his house.
Q. Then you went away from there some time in September ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then, how do you know what your father did every night after he

went home ?

A. I can testify to what I have seen.
Q. You have already testified that your father figured this book up

every night; how do you know that, when you were not there ?

A. I saw the book in the day-time, when I was in the post-office.
Q. Where ?

A. In my father’s coat-pocket. I often went to get it for him.
Q. Did you examine it every time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Then, how do you know what he did with it the night before ?

A. I knew the men that worked there.
Q, Then, except what you saw him occasionally do, when you were in

the house with him, you only suppose that he did the same thing
afterwards ?
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A. No, sir; I have seen him check men off half a day, if they went
away.

Q. You saw him do it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In the day-time ?

A. In the day-time.
Q. Then, occasionally, you saw him do a little checking on the hook ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many times did you go to your father’s coat-pocket for that

book ?

A. I don’t suppose I could tell; I suppose thirty or forty times, or
more ; I had his coat locked up, and had charge of it.

Q. Who else wrote in this book ?

A. I could not tell you.
Q. Did he put the time of the men at work at the shop on this book ?

A. If they were working on government work, he would.
Q. But he kept the time for all men at work in the shop P
A. No, sir; Mr. Flood kept it himself.
Q. In what sort of a book ?

A. In a book such as I described ; not quite so wide as that one on the
desk.

Q. How do you know that he kept the time thereP
A. I saw him put it down.
Q. Who gave it to him ?

A. He took it from the slate, which hung up there, and on which
father kept the time; he would take it from the slate every night.

Q. Did you work in the shop from August until the Ist of January—-
in Flood’s shop ?

A. No, I did not; I worked in the post-office.
Q. You worked in the post-office, at the State House, and where else ?

A. In the custom-house.
Q. Well, sir, when you left your home to go to work, where did you

first go ; that is, to the shop or to the place where you were to work ?

A. I used to go to the shop to get orders, and go wherever he would
send me.

Q. When you finished your work, where did you go ?

A. I went home.
Q. That was your invariable rule ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Unless he sent you somewhere, you went directly home from the

State House, or the custom-house, or from the post-office, or from other
jobsP

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, when did Mr. Flood take your time?
A. My father took my time.
Q. How do you know that ?

A. I know it; my father put it on the slate.
Q. How do you know that Mr. Flood would put it on his book ?

36
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A. Well, some nights I would go to the shop, and see where I was
going the next morning.

Q I thought you went there every morning. What did you go there
at night tor ?

A. It was the rule for the men who worked for him to go there every
night. Some nights I would go, and some nights I would not.

Q. Well, when you went there every night, and found out what you
wore going to do next day, what did you go there for in the morning?

A. We always had to; every 7 man at work upon government work
was supposed to be at the shop at seven o’clock, and then go down to the
post-oflice to work.

Q. Where did these rules come from ?

A. They were rules of his own.
Q. Who communicated these rules to y7ou ?

A. My father.
Q. You say 7, Mr. Flood’s rule was, that every person working on gov-

ernment w7 ork was to report at his shop in the morning at seven o'clock,
and also at night, after they had got done ?

A. Some mornings he would not be at the shop, and some mornings
he would; so the custom was to come to the shop and receive our orders
at night.

Q. Was Air. Flood there every morning ?

A. Most every morning.
Q. Was he there every night ?

,

A. No, sir; some nights he would be there, and some nights he would
not.

Q, Was there not often a week or ten days at a time when he was not
there, night or morning; when y7 ou did not see him at all ?

A. No, sir; once he went away on private business.
Q. Yr ou do not know what kind of business he went away on. Tasked

you the question whether he was not away a week or ten days at a time ?

A. I told y7ou he went away once on private business.
Q. What do you know about his being there and taking time in the

morning ?

A. I know what I saw with my own eyes. My eyes cannot deceive
me. I saw him every time I went to the shop, taking the time. He
asked me more than a dozen times for the slate to take the names off.

Q. Then y7ou testified that you went there and didn’t see him ?

A. Yes, sir; a great many times he has asked me to give him the
slate to copy off the names.

Q. Then why do you testify that he took the time every night ?

A. I say that when he went away for a week or so he left my father
in charge, and my father took the names and kept them, and gave them to
Mr. Flood when he came back.

Q. How do you know that ?

A. I saw him.
Q. How did you happen to be there ?

A. I used generally to go with my father.
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Q. You always happened to be there when Mr. Flood got back from
one of his rambles through Washington ?

A. Yes, sir. >

Q. What time did Mr. Flood get back from Washington ?

A. I don’t know; I haven’t anything to say about that.
Q. How do you know what your father did when he got back from

Washington ?

A. I saw him.
Q. You say you saw your father hand Mr. Flood his slate when he

got back from his ten days’ trip ?

A. I did not say I saw him that day.
Q. You did not see him P
A. Not at that time; I saw him afterwards hand him bills where he

had been on other jobs. lam not supposed to answer every question
that is put to me.

Mr. Collins. I think you are. I want you to tell me what you know
about these time-books.

A. When my eyes tell me anything, lam going to stick to it. I think
I know what you would try to make me do.

Q. What is that P
A. What Mr. Flood tried to make me,—a liar, I suppose. He has tried

a great many times, and never could do it.
Q. What is your judgment about his success in it now ?

A. I confess lam right, as far as I have gone.
Q. Then you have gone about as far as this: that when you were in

the shop, and found Mr. Flood there, you always found your father giving
him memoranda from the slate ?

A. Yes, sir; and I think there are two or three men that can prove it.
I can find men that saw him do it.

Q. You don’t know what your father did on this occasion, when Mr.
Flood came in, do you ?

A. No; I did not see Mr.-Flood. I saw the time was taken off the
slate, and nothing was on the slate the next morning.

Q. Did that book you speak ofhave soft covers, or stiff covers ?

A. Stiff covers.
Q. Where was that book kept ?

A. It was kept in the safe, part of the time.
Q. Did you ever examine that book ?

A. No, sir; no more than that I saw my name there so much, and
everybody else’s so much.

Q. How many times did you see your name on it ?

A. My name was on it every time I got my pay, I suppose.
Q. Was your father’s name on it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many times did 3’ou see your father’s name on it ?

A. I suppose his name was about the same as my own.
Q. When did you last see that book ?

A. I haven’t seen it since Christmas, for I haven’t worked for him since.
Q. Who discharged you ?
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A. I left, myself.
Q. Been at work since ?

A. No, sir; I haven’t.
Q. Your father died, when?
A. He has been dead nearly three months.
Q. You say there was another book in which the account of stock was

kept; what kind of a book was that ?

A. A little wider than the one in which he kept the time.
Q. Was it as large as that described by the Chairman ?

A, 1 think it was thicker.
Q. Was it as long ?

A. I think it was just as long.
Q. Did it have stiff covers, also ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q, Did you ever have occasion to look into that book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How did you know there were entries of stock in it then ?

A, Because I heard them say so.
Q. Heard who say so?
A. I saw him make out his bills from that book.
Q. Who?
A. Mr. Flood.
Q. What bills did you ever see him make out from it ?

A. I saw him make out two or three.
Q. To whom?
A. Parties at the South End.
Q. Who are they?
A. One of them was Mr. Fox, on Boylston Street; and he made out

other bills to other parties, but I cannot give their names.
Q. Do you know what he called that book ?

A. I don’t know what he called it.
Q. Do you know whether it was an account of stock, or whether it

was an account of labor and stock, or of labor ?

A. I know he used to make his bills from it.
Q. Do you know what he called that book ?

A. Ido not.
Q. How many times did you work at the State House?
A. I worked, off and on, I guess, for about two weeks.
Q. How many full days did jrou work ?

A. I never worked a full day.
Q. What did you do the rest of the day ?

A. I went to some other places, and I was sent down to his house.
Q, What to do ?

A. To set glass.
Q. How many squares did you set ?

A. Two; I had to do other chores for him.
Q. What chores ?

A. Splitting wood.
Q. The same day P
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Anything else ?

A. I have gone down there every day to shake down the furnace for
him.

Q. How many times did you shake down the furnace P
A. I did that all the time that I stayed with him. He would take me

right off of jobs to go down and fix the furnace every day, sometimes at
10 o’clock, and sometimes in the afternoon.

Q. From Mr. Flood’s house, where did you go P
A. I went home.
Q. Didn’t you report at the shop ?

A. No, sir; I had given my time before I went.
Q. You worked off and on at the State House during the time that

you split wood for Mr, Flood, and shook down his furnace fire ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You left the State House to go to Mr. Flood’s house, and then went

directly home ?

A. It was my place to go home; I had worked a full day
Q. Was it not your duty to go down to Mr. Flood’s shop and report?
A. He got my report; he got it from me at the State House.
Q. Do you mean to say that he got it here in the State House ?

A. He got it from Mr. McDonald.
Q. Then you gave your time to Mr. McDonald in the State House;

did you go down to Mr. Flood’s and report the next morning ?

A. No, sir; I reported at the shop the next morning,
Q. Did he take your time there ?

A. I never asked him.
Q. You say you went to Chelsea once ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What for ?

A. To paint a house.
Q. When?
A. One afternoon.
Q. Did you paint it ?

A. No, sir; I w 7as there over a week.
Q. What hour of the day did you go to Chelsea ?

A. I cannot say.
Q. Was it in the morning, or some time in the afternoon? You stayed

several days; you got paid for your services?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you worked at the custom-house once ?

A. I worked a great many days there, but not while I was at work at
the State House.

Q. Did Mr. Flood pay you in full ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And he wrote something in the book P
A. Yes, sir; I saw him sign what he gave me in the book,
Q. Did you serve your time in the painting business?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. With whom ?

A, With my father, in East Boston.
Q. How old are you ?

A. Twenty-six years old ; 27 on the 9th day of next May.
Q, How long have you been a journeyman painter ?

A. 1 have been in the painting business since I was 12 years old.
Q. Did you ever work for Mr. Flood before this ?

A. For five year's.
Q. At what stage of the work did you commence here ?

A. The work was pretty nearly done when I came here.
Q. Did you remain until the work was finished ?

A. I did not, sir.
Q. What rooms did you work on P
A. Halls, entries and one thing and another.
Q. Do you remember what month it was you left ?

A. I wasn’t at work on the State House when I left.
Q. Do you remember what month it was that you left him ; whether

it was September, October, November or December ?

A. It was about Christmas time; I left him the next day after Christ-
mas. I haven’t done any work for him since.

Q, Where did you receive your pay P
A. At the post-office, when I worked there.
Q. When you worked here ?

A. I got it at the shop.
Q. When you worked on different jobs, Mr. Flood paid you in the

shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. McDonald kept your time here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, you were employed at the custom-house, the State House

and the post-office. You received your pay ?

A, I did not receive the full amount. He agreed to give me f3
per day, and did not.

Q. But you received pay for full time, whatever the reduction was ?

A. Yes, sir; I got $2.60 per day.
Q, You knew of these two books being in Mr. Flood’s possession ?

A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. You knew of this memorandum-book being in your father’s

pocket P
A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. At your father’s death, it came into the possession of your mother ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You know nothing about this book except what you saw in your

father’s handwriting ?

A. That is all I know about it.
Q. Or the papers either ?

A. Some of them I could tell and some I could not,
Q. You can swear that what is in this book is your father’s handwrit-

ing, can you ?
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A. I can swear to some of it, and some of it I cannot swear to.

Q. Did j'ou see your father write many times ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you tell Mr. Flood’s handwriting?
A. I don’t know that I can.
Q. Is that your father’s handwriting [showing a sheet of paper] ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know what that relates to ?

A. Yes, sir—to the post-office.
Q, That is correct as far as it goes ?

A. Yes, sir; that [referring to another sheet] I don’t know anything
about.

Q. Is that your father’s handwriting ?

A. I could not say.
Q. Whose handwriting is that ?

A. That looks something like my father’s, but I would not swear that
it was.

Q. Does not that look like Mr. Flood’s handwriting ? You have seen
Mr. Flood’s writing on these books P

A. Yes, sir; but I only looked to see if he had got my money right.
Q. IVell, by counting your money, could you not tell better whether

you received the right amount or not P
A. . Perhaps so,

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) This book is in your father’s handwriting ?

A. Part of it is, and part of it I could not swear to.
Q. You think the whole of it, except this in the front of it, is in his

handwriting ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
Q. Yesterday, you said you thought this was a list of all the painters

Mr. Flood had at that time ?

A. No, I did not; I said it was a list of all I knew.
Q. At what time?
A. When I worked for him.
Q. Are there any Charlestown men on this book ?

A. I don’t know; I never looked.
Q. There were quite a number of Charlestown men at work on the

State House ?

A. Yes, sir; but I don’t know the biggest part of them. I knew some
of them.

Q. Are any of those names on the list ?

A. I couldn’t say.
Q. Look at these. [Witness refers to the book,] There are about

forty names there, are there not ?

A. I didn’t count them, sir, I don’t see any that I know.
Q. You mean Charlestown men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you see any names there you don’t know ?

A. 1 don’t know of any.
Q. You recognize all of these names, don’t you ?
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A. Yes, sir ;'I recognize them.
Q. Do you recognize there the names of any men you don’t know ?

A. There is the name of one man there I recollect worked on the
State House; that is Mr. Knight.

Q. That is Mr. Knight, the gilder ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you don’t see the names of any Charlestown men there ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Then you don’t know what this refers to, do you ?

A. Ido not.
Q. It is simply a piece of paper covered with marks and names, which

you don’t know anything about ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Doherty. That is all.
Q. (By Mr. Merry.) You went to Chelsea from the State House ?

A. No, sir; from the post-office.
Q. Where did you go from the State House ?

A. To Mr. Flood’s house.
Q. You did not go from the State House to do work anywhere else?
A. I went down to the custom-house.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What do you mean when you say that you

handed Mr. Flood some money P
A. I mean he handed me some money.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I understand you to say that the money was paid

you, and you signed a paper.
A. I signed a paper at the post-office—the roll-call.
Q. Did you take money to the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir; and handed it to Mr. Flood.
Q. What did you hand it to Mr. Flood for?
A. He said §2.60 was all the government allowed us; and the other he

kept himself, I suppose,
Q. He paid you your wages back out of the pile you handed to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) The money was done up in an envelope; you

received it and passed it over to him, and from it Mr. Flood paid you part
and kept part ?

A. Yes, sir. Furthermore, I have signed pay-rolls I did not know
anything about.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) In the State House ?

A. No, sir; in the post-office.
Q. (By Mr Doherty.) Is the Committee going into this post-office

matter?
A. (By Mr. Verry.) It is the subject which has been referred to in

his testimony.
Mr. Colburn. It was with reference to his statement that every

night he saw Mr. Flood do so and so, and the question Was asked
to ascertain what his knowledge was of certain matters.

Mr. Doherty. I think it is not germane to the present inquiry.
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Mi-. Veret. I don’t suppose any of the Committee desires to go into
the post-office matter at all.

Q. (By Mr. Newell.) Could Ibe allowed to ask Mr. Doherty one
question ?

A. (By Mr. Yerry.) If Mr. Doherty pleases.
Q. (By Mr. Newell.) I would like to know what paper Mr. Flood

wanted me to sign in your office P
A. (By Mr. Doherty.) I don’t know, sir; you must ask Mr. Flood

about that.
Mr. Collins. I believe that is all we want of the witness.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What paper did you sign in Mr. Doherty’s

office?
A. They wanted melo sign one; Mr. Flood and Mr. Doherty wanted

me to sign one.
Q. Did you sign it ?

A. I did not; I left the room.
Q. When was that P
A. About two weeks ago.
Q. Do you know whether it had any reference to State House affairs,

or not ?

A. I don’t; I know it was some paper concerning Mr. Flood pretty
deep, whatever it was. They wanted me to sign it and I would not.
Mr. Flood said he wanted me to sign a paper, and it was very important,
and I went down stairs

Mr. Collins. It was a letter recommending Mr. Flood for some job,
I suppose.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn). Do you know whether anybody else was
asked to sign that paper ?

A. There were a great many men called up. I don’t know whether
they signed it.

Q. Did you hear Mr. Flood ask them to sign it ?

A. He asked me.
Q. Did you hear him ask anyone else ?

A. I don’t know that I did.
Q. What did he say it was ?

A. He didn’t say; he said he wanted me to sign a paper for him; I
said I would not sign a paper for anybody.

Q. Did he offer you any money ?

A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. This was in Mr. Doherty’s office ?

A. Yes, sir. I went out of Mr. Doherty’s office and he followed me
down stairs.

Q. Well, was the paper he wanted you to sign in Mr. Doherty’s office ?

A. It was in Mr. Doherty’s office.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You did not see the paper?
A. I saw him take my name on a paper, and he asked other men.
Q. You didn’t see the paper you were asked to sign ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You are sure of that P

37
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you don’t know what paper was referred to, how do you know

it was in my office ?

A. Mr. Flood—
Q. How do you know it ?

A. 1 haven’t said it was; Mr. Flood told me so.
Q. Now, you don’t know anything about the paper which he wanted

you to sign P
A. No, sir; only that he wanted me to sign this paper in your office,
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did Mr. Doherty say anything about the

paper ?

A. No, sir, for he did not have time; I walked out of the room.
The Chairman. Have the Committee anything further to ask Mr

Newell ?

That is all, Mr. Newell.
Mr. Doherty. I want to ask Mr. Newell one more question.
Mr. Collins. Don’t get him going again.
Mr. Paul. He may ask you some more questions, Mr. Doherty.
Mr. Doherty. I will answer any question he may ask.

Testimony of Charles S. Parker—Sworn.
Mr. Colburn. State your full name, business and residence.
Mr. Parker. Charles S. Parker; business, roofing. My residence do

you want, or place of business ?

Mr. Colburn. Place of business.
Mr. Parker. No. 142 Charles Street.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) [Holding up a bill.] This is your bill for

work upon the State House, is it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who employed you ? State the whole contract, if you made any,

or what talk you had when you went to work.
A. Mr. Wiley came to my place of business, and stated to me and my

partner, that he wanted us to go up and do the work I had estimated on.
I had given an estimate of what I thought the work might cost, and I
asked him if he wanted us to do it.

The Chairman. You will please speak louder.
Mr. Parker. Mr. Wiley gave me orders to do the work up here, and

I asked him if he wanted me to do the work that was estimated upon, I
had made a rough estimate of what I thought it would cost to do what
work they wanted in the corridors, and repairing the roofs, and to put
them in good condition. He said he wanted me to do the work I had
proposed to do, and to do it in the most thorough manner. I came up with
my men and showed them what to do, and put my brother in charge, and
told him to keep an account of the time and render it in. We sent the
stock up here and did the work,—did it thoroughly, and, I believe, did it
satisfactorily, so far as I know. I had very little to say or do with Mr.
Wiley about the work. I went right on and did it. There was not much
said to me about it afterwards, except some portions of it would have to
be stripped or repainted, on account of their being broken by the median-
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ics that went over them I got his judgment on that, and he told me to
go ahead and strip them and put them in good order. That I did not
contemplate doing when I made an estimate of the work.

Q. Was anything said about the price you were to be paid ?

A. No, sir; nothing.
Q. Was there anything said as to materials; whether you were to

charge them at cost price or were to charge a profit upon the cost ?

A. No, sir.
Q. As a matter of fact, you have charged a profit upon the cost price?
A. Yes, sir. I expected to do the work here just the same as I would

for any other parties. I have charged the same price as we charge all
our customers.

Q. How much of a per cent, profit is it ?

A. I could not tell you.
Q, About how much P
A. I really couldn’t tell you.
Q. Well, you could give us an estimate, or you wouldn’t be fit for

business ?

A. I think my book-keeper could tell better than I could. Ten or
15 per cent., perhaps. I couldn’t tell. It is merely a matter of guess-
work with me, unless I went into the figures. It is not very profitable
doing work by the day where you have only two or three men.

Q. Personally, did you do anything on the State House ?

A. Only to look after it.
Q. You did not come up and spend your time here ?

A. No, sir, I did not; I have too many men to look after. I came up
here almost every day, I think, to see if the work was going on properly,
and had a general oversight of the work.

Q. There is a charge of 1,443 sheets of tin; was that all brought up
at one time, or at different times ?

A. My book-keeper has a book in which he keeps a memorandum of
stock and time.

Q. You don’t know as to the time when this was brought up ?

A. I know the work was done; but, as for the time and stock, I don’t
keep an account of them. I leave that to my book-keeper. He has a book
in which an account of stock and time is entered, which he will produce.

Q. Well, all the stock that is charged upon this bill was brought up
here, and used here, was it ?

A. There might have been some of it returned at the end. If there
was, credit was given for it. Whatever was carried back, was credited
before the bill was made out.

Q. Then your books would show the amount charged, and when it
was taken up here; and also the amount that was credited as returned ?

A. No, sir; the books would not show any credit. The books would
show no credit, if there was any. I don’t know whether there was or
not. I don’t know whether the book-keeper can tell; but if there was
any credit, the Commonwealth got it.

Q, How do your books show that fact ?

A. He has a book in which he puts charges down in pencil; and when
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we carry out the amount into the day-book, if there is any credit, he takes
it out of the stock charged previously, I suppose. He can testify as to
how he did it.

Q. Wouldn't the original charges in your hooks show just the amount,
for instance, taken here on a certain day; the first day you brought
anything up here, the charges on your books would show just the amount
taken here that day P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And on the next day the amount taken here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And so on all through ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where would it show on your books the amount that was used ?

A. I don’t know that there was anything that was not used ; if there
was, it was taken out and credited here when he came to make the
charge on the day-book from this small book that he kept an account on.
I don’t know of any other method. I cannot testify to that at all, because
I don’t know. I kept no account of the stock or time; it was kept
mostly by my book-keeper and an assistant that I have in the shop, who
occasionally puts things on the slate, which are taken from the slate and
copied into a book which we keep. And when the job is through, we
take the charges from this memorandum-book and put them into a day-
book, and there we have the account. This job lasted from the 22d of
July—or August, I think it was—up to December, before we got away.
We were the last ones to get away from the building, I think. That was
one reason why I did not get the money on the job, I suppose j the
money was all gone when I got my job done.

Q. Then a job extending over this length of time, and as large as
this, and this kind of work, you cannot always calculate precisely the
amount of materials from day to day to be used ?

A. No, sir.
Q. There is always something left over?
A. Something wanted; and when the job is done, if anything comes

back, we credit it invariably.
Q. But on your bill here, there is nothing credited?

A. No, sir. If there was anything left, I credited it before the charges
were put on to the day-book.

Q. But then your original book of entries would show the amount
that was taken from the shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the difference between that charged and the charge that is on

your day-book, would show the amount of credits ?

A. I think it would.
Q. Well, would it?
A. I don’t know why it should not. I had nothing to do with the

books at all, I leave them to the book-keeper; he can tell you better than
I can. I looked after the job, and I saw that the job was rightly done;
and I would like to show some members of the Committee what I did do
here.
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Q Who kept the time of the labor?
A. Part of it was kept by my brother.
Q. He was here ?

A. He was here a large portion of the time; he kept a large portion
of the time of the labor, and the rest of it was given in by the men, when
they came back from the job. We had to send up here a good many
different times to repair these roofs; they kept getting out of order; the
painters and carpenters broke holes in the roof, and broke the slate out,
and sent for us to repair the damage; when the men came back they
rendered in their time, and we put it on to this book which I referred to.

Q. But the time was kept by your foreman ?

A. Yes, sir; as long as he stayed here; he remained here most of the
time while the tinning was being done; he was a tinner, and he stayed
here and took an account of the tinners’ time and rendered it to the
book-keeper, and after that the men gave an account of the time in the
shop.

Q. He kept it in a book, did he ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is that book ?

A. My book-keeper has it.
Q. And after that the men rendered it in, and you put it on to your

books at the shop ?

A. Yes, sir; the same as they usually do.
Q. Are you a slater, Mr. Parker ?

A. Yes, sir; a slater and tinner, both.
Q. Where did you serve your time slating ?

A. I didn’t serve any regular time; I took updhebusiness; you might
say I was driven into it.

Q. When did you take up the slating ?

A. Some 15 or 16 years ago.
Q. You can do a job of slating?
A. Yes, sir; but I don’t profess to be a practical slater; tinning and

coppering is my trade. I commenced in 1831, tinning and coppering on
the dome of this State House; that was my first job. I have done work
up here 30 years on my own account; never had any trouble here with
a bill yet.

Q. And the usual charge for slaters is, what ?

A. Pour dollars and fifty cents, the same as I have got it there.
Q. And you paid that ?

A. I paid them $3 ; I had men here from $3 to $3.75, with the excep-
tion of some few days’ work, when I paid $2.25 for a tender; there were
very few tenders here; we don’t require tenders, with a very few excep-
tions ; when we came to finish up, we had considerable reslating to do,
and we had a tender here; at other times there were slaters and tinners.
We had no helpers or cheap men; they were all men we paid $3 to $3.75,
with the exception of a tender here for a few days.

Q. Have you got your books here ?

A. Yes, sir; my book-keeper is here, and I would like to have him
make a statement to you of what he knows about the affair.
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Q. I suppose, without any difficulty, you can draw off a statement in
writing as to where this work was doneP

A. I can take the Committee around and show them whei'e it was
done ;it was mostly in the rear, between the fire-pi- oof buildings, where
the tinning was done; and all the roofs were repaired,—all the dome and
everything else,—and I made an estimate of what all the work would
cost, and I think there is only from $6O to $7O that I have overrun my
original estimate.

Q. What was the amount ?

A. I have the original estimate here [handing it to Mr. Colburn].
Q. The original estimate was $829, and your bill is $896 P
A. No, $9OO, ain’t it?
Q. Eight hundred and twenty-nine dollars, I think it is.
A. I guess not, $9OO, and we didn’t repair the gutters, which we esti-

mated to do, and which were in the coppersmith’s bill—Mr. Hick’s bill;
it was taken out.

Q. Then your estimate here, is $829 ?

A. Yes, sir, that would be it; making $65.63 by which we overrun the
estimate; we didn’t repair the gutters, which we estimated to do, and for
which Mr. Hicks has a bill.

Q. Yes, you took that out ofyour estimate ?

A. Yes, sir; he said that was what that cost to repair these gutters,
and I took it out of the original estimate; I didn’t make an accurate
estimate, but made it as carefully as I could, as one. of the State House
employes for Mr. Morissey; but I think what made it overrun was, we
found, after the painters and carpenters had got through, that the slating
was very badly broken up; so much so, that we had to reslate a large
portion of this side of the dome and some portions of the other side; take
the slates all off andrelay them and furnish new slate. All the mechanics
went over the roof to get their lumber up to build the staging round the
dome to paint the cornices. The roof is pretty flat and anyone could
walk on it, and they broke the slate up very badly.

Q. (By Mr. Verky.) I see one mistake in your bill here, Mr.
Parker, I should judge. You have charged but fifty cents for cartage;
other people have charged a dollar.

A. I am glad it is that way; we like to have the mistakes the right
way. We don’t calculate to overcharge anyone; we have just one way
of doing our business.

Q. Is your book-keeper here ?

»A. Yes, sir; do you need him ?

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You have not been tampered with by
counsel ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Nor been approached by them ?

A. No, sir; I know nothing of the counsel employed.
Q. (By Mr. Vekry.) Not even the government counsel ?

A. No, sir.
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Henry B. Chandler—Sworn.
[Witness produced the day-book and order-book.]
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) That is all in there ?

A. Yes, sir; there is the date the job was begun, and that is the date it
was finished.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Now, where are your original entries ; those
are not original entries ?

A. Here they are, sir; you cannot exactly call that the original entry,
because, when we began the job, Mr Parker spoke to me about keeping
the time on the book, and the stock, etc., as it came up here; I began to
do that, and then the time was so broken, and we had to knock off so
many times to accommodate the painters, that when we sent up here the
second time, perhaps,—l don’t know what time it was, whether it was the
third, fourth or fifth,—we sent up a dozen or 15 times during the job.
When we began, the time was kept on a book-slate; most of our charges
are kept on a book-slate; and when it was taken, several times after-
wards, it was taken on a book-slate, and I copied it from that book-slate
on to this book; so you cannot call it an original charge, the whole of
it. I did all the writing in the book, except when the foreman was in the
shop and I was out collecting some bill; when, if some stock was sent up,
he made an entry of it. That is an old order-book, and we started it to
take orders for jobs as they came in. When we have a large job that
is being done by the day we generally make a memorandum of it in this
book, or in another that we have similar to it. There is a charge in there
of Mr. Thorndike’s buildings on Summer Street, and one or two other
charges.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) This is an old book?
A. Yes, sir, it is an old book; it has been in the office as long as I have

been there, which is five years last month. There is a job we did for
Mr. Whitton, the mason, at the corner of Bedford and Chauncy Streets;
it is very seldom that we do as large a job as this, or this one, by the day;
it is mostly on a contract. You will see the contracts charged back here
for so much money.

Q. What is that P
A. That is the 12th day of December—“Boston, December 12, 1874,

B ”—and the pencil-mark is when I made the bill; I do that so that I
know whether I have made the bill out or not.

Q. Have.you got a ledger?
A. Yes, sir; not here; I didn’t bring it up.
Q. You post this on to the ledger ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. This is the day-book?
A. Yes, sir; and the ledger will correspond with that. As a general

thing, when we do those jobs by the day, we make the charges on a book-
slate as the stock is carried away; when the job is done, and the stock is
brought back, the foreman weighs it and tells me. For instance, there is
87| lbs. of nails; there is 10 lbs. brought back ; I erase that on the slate
and make it lbs.
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) But suppose your job keeps along four or
five months, as this has done, do you keep it along on that book-slate ?

A. No, sir; not as a general thing; you will find that the reason the
credits are not shown on this book is because the last part of the work
which was done on this job was kept on the slate, and when the stock
was credited, it was credited by erasing the figures and deducting the
amount that was brought back and putting down the proper amount.
You will find on some of these jobs there are credits; here is one,—
copper, glass, solder, etc.; here is another credit, and there is another
there. Some jobs, if it is all on this book, we put it down in that way
“ credited,” but if it is on the slate, we erase it and alter the figures, as we
can show you slates in the office to-day with the same charges on them.

Q. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether any material was
returned that was taken up to the State House ?

A. I could not say for certain, sir.
Q, Who would know that P
A. I don’t know as anybody would; I don’t know; I should not want

to swear whether there was or there was not; I don’t know whether the
teamster or the foreman could do any such thing as that. I don’t know,
but I should naturally suppose that there was some stuff returned and
credited in that way.

Q. It is usual to ?

A. Yes, there is most always something brought back.
Q. But is there anything on any of your books, any of Mr. Parker’s

books, which shows that anything was brought back ?

A. No, sir; this is all, and the ledger to correspond with this charge,
are the only books on which there is any charge pertaining to this job.

Q. The amount of 1,443 sheets of tin is made up, how ?

A. By adding the tin together—the amount of tin which is charged
here—and checking it as I take the amounts off; the second check is
going over it the second time to see if I am correct.

Q. (By Mr. Yerey.) That would not be true—that you furnished on
the 22d of July, 1,443 sheets of tin ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Your charge is not correct in that respect; you charge 1,443

sheets of tin as if delivered on the 22d of July?
A. The original charge is made on the day-book, December 28.
Q. But it stands under the date of the first entry P
A. It is all in one entry, sir.
Q. But I mean the first item ?

A. The first item is the tin ; it is under the date of December 28; but
then July 22 is put in in brackets as the day we charged the job.

Q. Well, I believe it is not true that either on the 22d of July or the
28th of December that you furnished 1,443 sheets of tin ?

A. No, sir; we furnished it from that time.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And that is true of all the other items in this

bill?
A. Certainly, sir.
Q. (By’Mr. Terry.) I don’t suppose that Mr. Chandler is respon-
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sible for this; but it is very remarkable that with every account we have
had here there is a departure from the regular custom of keeping it;
almost every other.

A. I don’t think you can exactly call it a departure in our case; there
are other jobs kept similar.

Q. Only two.
A. Well, I can bring books where there are more.
Q. I understand your explanation to be, that it is your usual custom,

where you have large jobs, not to put on the day-book each item?
A. No, sir; we don’t in any jobs. We never make a charge until the

job is completed, whether it is by the contract or the day.
Q. You do, small jobs ?

A. When the job is completed, it is then charged.
Q. What is the next item on that book ?

A. Reslating roof of a house, 66 Chestnut charged to Isaac
Easterbrook.

Q. How much is that ?

A. Two hundred and thirty dollars.
Q, That is a contract job P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t put on to thatbook anything until after the job is done ?

A. Nothing.
Q, And when the job is done, you collate the items and put them on ?

A. Yes, sir; put it all in one entry, and put it all in one charge.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) You say the last portion of the materials

were entered on the slate; that is, during what time ?

A. Where the first time is put down there on that book, that is kept
on that book; after that should not want to swear to it.

Q. Well, the first time put down here is July 22; it runs then down
to December 23 ?

A. Well, the first time that was put down here is the 26th day of
August.

Q, lam not talking now about the time; I am speaking about the
entries for materials. Do I understand you that a portion of the charges
for materials were made upon the slate ?

A. The latter portion of them.
Q. From what time to what time ?

A. I could not say.
Q. You seem to have charged down here until the 28d of December?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you render your whole charge here on the 28th day of De-

cember ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that, by that time, your whole work was completed ?

A. Yes, sir; on the 28th day of December,
Q. You have, then, only about four or five days’ charges upon the

slate ?

A. Why ?

Q. For materials ?

38
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A. Necessarily, why ?

Q Why, I understand you to say that it was all kept in this book
excepting the last four or five days—your charges for materials.

A. The charges for materials were kept on that book, except the last
four or five times we came up here; I suppose while we were doing this
job the men were taken off back here certainly as many as ten
times.

Q. But lam speaking now and confining "myself solely to the stock
which was used on this job, up to and including the 23d day of December.
It is all charged, as it came, on this book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that the stock which was charged on the slate was only for four

or five days ?

A. The balance of the time we worked here.
Q. You finished on the 28th of December ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that all credits, if there were any credits, for stock returned,

were made on those four or five days ?

A. They were made when the job was completed; there was no credit
made until the job was completed.

Q. There are no credits on your books ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Is that all the credits which were made—
A. Were made on the slate—
Q. In those last four or five days?
A. Yes, sir; we carry the stock to a job, and carry a chest with it to

lock it up in, and we don’t credit anything until the job is done and the
tools and chest are brought back with the stock.

Q. So you would only have one item for credit, any way ?

A. One item on any job.
Q. And it is usually the custom in a large job, such as this, that you

have always some stock brought back ?

A. Yes, sir; usually in every job. If you go out to repair a copper-
gutter, and there is only one hole in it, there is always some copper
returned.

Q. So, if you had those four or five days’ slate records, we would know
just exactly what your credit was for stock returned ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why not ?

A. Because I erased the figures.
Q. I say, if we had those entries made on the slate before the erasure

was made, we should then know what your credit was for stock returned P
A. Yes, sir; we dont’t calculate upon any such thing as this, but we

have learned wisdom by experience, and if you give us another job we
will give you a straight account.

Q. Now, as to keeping the record of the time of men, where is that ?

A. There was nothing kept except by Mr. Parker’s brother. When he
came here, Mr. Parker gave him orders to keep tiie time as long as he
stayed here; he did so; there it is, if you can make it out. [Handing
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Mr. Colburn a black-covered memorandum-book.] Perhaps I can explain
it a little to you. This is Mr. William Parker, his brother. This straight
mark is his days’ work, and that is the broken time. He didn’t keep the
date of the day; he only set down a straight mark for every day.

Q. These four men were all the ones that were employed for the first
67 days’ work ?

A. On the tinning; yes, sir. The slaters, as we always do, or nine
times out of ten—their time is given in verbally. For instance, I send
three men out to-day on a job ; they are are gone four days when they
come in; I will call the men by name and say, “ What is the time ” ?

and they say, “Four days ”; they were gone four days, and that
would be three men for four days.

Q. Is there any memorandum on your books of that in detail ?

A. Of the time on the State House ?

Q. The subsequent time, after this.
A. Hot in detail; they only gave it to me verbally. There is three and

one-half and two and one-quarter days, slaters; and three and one-quarter
days for tinners.

Q. As they came in and reported to you, you set it down ?

A. Yes, sir. The only time I keep is the time-book to pay the men
off, and I get my time from Mr. Parker or his son; they calculate to visit
a job once or twice a day to look after the men, and I ask the question,
“ What men have been at work to-day ? ” and they tell me, and I set it
down and pay the men according to that.

Q. Have you not got a time-book where you paid the men ?

A. I have; but I have not got it with me.
Q. Well, that will show ?

A. I don’t put down each job separate, and that book would show 89
or'4o men. I don’t think, at anyone time, there were over six men at
work on this building.

Q. Don’t that show the name of the men at work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It will show the men who were at work on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; but you could not pick out the time they were at work on
the State House, because I didn’t put it down ; they worked elsewhere,
—three or four days at a time elsewhere,—and then came back here and
went to work again.

Q. Then that will not show the time that your men worked on the
State House ?

A. No, sir; that is the only book there.
Q. (By the Chairman.) How did you get at the rest of the time P
A. I took it verbally from the men as they came in.
Q. How did you make that ?

A. To pay them? I set it down on my time-book.
Q. Doesn’t your time-book show ?

A. It will show the number of days they worked each week, but not
which job they worked on.

Q. Well, they showed which job ?

A. No, sir.
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Q. How did you set it down ?

A. For instance: if a man has gone out, -when he returns I say to him,
“ Have you got through?” “I have got through, as far as I can go.”
“ How long have you worked ? ” “Two and a quarter days.” I set it
down to him. I don’t set it down, “Two and a quarter days for Leonard
Tolman, on the State House.” I have not been in the habit of doing that
on any job.

Q. Did you take vouchers from the parties for whom your men
worked, when they returned to you ?

A. No, sir; there were no vouchers taken of the men; they signed
the book when they got their pay, and that was all.

Q. Isn’t it customary to have a voucher from the parties for whom
men worked, so as to know whether your time is correct ?

A. I don’t know whether it is customary in the roofing department or
not; I know it is the custom in painters’ and carpenters’, and other kinds
of mechanical work; but I don’t know whether it is in the roofing
department or not. I have been there over five years, and that is the
way I have always kept the time, and never had any trouble; this is the
first bill I ever had anything to do with testifying about.

Q. What per cent, of profit has been charged on the stock included in
the bill P

A. Well, I should say, on the stock it would average between 15 and
20 per cent. I should not want to say that it would amount to that, less
or more, under oath; but I should judge it would be somewhere in that
vicinity.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) What is the cost of these sheets of tin which you
have charged §l5 for ?

A. Well, I think, at that time tin was either §l2 or §l5 a box; I will
not say certainly.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How many sheets in a box ?

A. There are 112 sheets in a box; it comes in boxes; the tin has to be
opened, squared and turned by a man in the shop.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Are the prices charged there the usual prices
charged other people ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, On job-work, do you calculate you could charge less for the stock

than what you have charged there ?

A. We could do it, I suppose; but we don’t do it.
Q. But would do it on a job ?

A. No, sir; these prices are the regular prices that we charge every-
body, with one exception, and that is in the article of cement. We
charged the Commonwealth two cents less than we charge most every-
body, because they had a large quantity.

Q. What kind of cement is that ?

A. It is what is called “ elastic cement ”; made of paint skins.

Hon. C. E. Rymes—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State your full name and residence ?

A. C. E. Rymes, of Somerville.
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Q. And business ?

A. Machinist.
Q. You worked upon the State House last fall ?

A. We had workmen upon the State House last fall; yes, sir.
Q. And is that your bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. State with whom you made your contract ?

A. Well, I should like to, Mr. Chairman, as I have our books here,
and, from a misapprehension when we first were ordered to do this work,
the charges were made against Mr. Wiley. Mr. Wiley ordered the work
to be done. The work consists of the repairs upon the iron fence around
the grounds and the making and erection of an ornamental arched
lantern-iron over the main entrance of the State House. Mr. Wiley
ordered, in the first place, the fence-work to be done. The order was
given to my partner, and Mr. Wiley came in in a hurry one morning and
said he wanted men sent over to do repairs upon the fence around the
State House grounds. The work was commenced, and the charges made,
direct to Mr. Wiley; and I will state here, that we have been doing
business with Mr. Wiley for the past 15 or 20 years; he is a builder and
mason, and has iron-work constantly, and we, I think, have done the
principal part of his work, and we supposed this work was to be charged
direct to him. And when the fence-work was about completed, Mr.
Wiley sent over for me to meet him here, I came over, and he then
wished me to make a design for the ornamental arch-piece over the
main gateway, which I did, and ho gave the order, after seeing it and
approving of it, to have it made. It was after the commencement upon
that work, even, when one day my attention was called by some remark
in the office by the book-keeper, to the etfect that this work was being
charged to Mr. Wiley. I then suggested to my partner, who met him
oftener than myself, that it would be well to ascertain whether these
charges were being made correctly; whether it ought not to be to the
State of Massachusetts instead of to Mr. Wiley; and when Mr. Wiley was
seen he toldfny partner that it must be charged“to the State, and that the
account should be transferred from Mr. Wiley to the State; and we have
our books, both the day-book and the ledger, to show you. In the matter
of keeping time, I will say here, we have a large number of men, varying
from 75 to 150 sometimes, and we have different departments, and we
have foremen in these different departments. Each of those foremen has
his slate and it is ruled and arranged for the men’s names, and the time
is kept on that slate for a week and then transferred to the time-book, and
each day against each man. His time is accounted for by the foreman.
For instance, if he has worked eight hours upon the State House, it is
carried out, “ Mr. Jones, eight hours upon the State House,” and eight hours
upon some job, perhaps, which is going on in the inside of the shop, and
so on all the way down. That the book-keeper takes off, every day, at
the end of the week. The full time of the men is copied from the slate
into our regular time-book, from which they are paid, and we have that
time-book, which will give you, I think, any information as to how much
time was worked upon the State House. That is in our regular charges
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on the day-book and carried into the ledger, but I thought I would bring
the time-book in order to give you the idea and method in which we have
kept the time.

Q. The greater portion of this work was done in the shop ?

A. A large portion of it.
Q. Well, look over the bill, and say what labor was done in your

shop ?

A. I will say here, that so far as the fence-work is concerned, I never
saw any portion of it go on. I only know the men were here, and there
was no particular foreman sent to superintend any such work; the
best workman of the lot generally takes charge of the work, and he
works with the others. The principal portion of the work charged to
the lantern pieces, the ornamental pieces, was done in the shop; there
were naturally some days of erection, and the connecting of the gas-
pipes with the lantern; and there was the lantern itself. I would like to
say one other thing before I produce the books. In the evidence I have
heard here, considerable has been said about the charge for lead. In
charging for small lots of lead in a job like this, there are many inciden-
tals connected with getting the lead here, which are considered in our
charges. For instance,we have a team constantly running from one place
to another to attend upon the men ; to furnish them with this and the other
that they may need in the execution of their work. There is a charge of
thirteen pounds of lead at one time on our bill. When it goes from the
shop, the foreman is instructed always to take an account of what goes
out of the shop,—not to go on to any particular book, —but he keeps that
account himself, and when any of that stock is returned, that is deducted
from the original amount and the charge made direct to the party for
whom the work is for; and in charging a price for this lead, we make no
charge of teaming. The team is running so constantly, and we should
have to rely upon the teamster to make that charge, and we consider that
in the cost of material furnished. We have charged twelve and a half
cents a pound for that lead, and I guarantee to say to-day, that the Com-
mittee cannot send to any place of business in Boston, with the apparatus
for melting it, and bring it up to the State House here, into the yard, for
less than twelve and a half cents a pound. Of course, lead itself in the
mine is worth a certain price, and what gives it a market price in Boston,
is the manipulation and transportation, etc., and what gives it a price to
us is what we have got to do with in transporting it, etc. Mr. Chairman, I
don’t know that I can say anything else. I would like to show our books.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You have got your books ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Show the original charge which was made to Mr. Wiley P
Q. (By Mr. Verry ) Are you going to testify with reference to

books ?

A. No, sir, not with reference to the books. This is our book-keeper,
if you please.



3031875.] APPENDIX.

Isaac L. Cook—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Where do you reside?
A. Charlestown.
Q. You are book-keeper for Cook, Rymes & Co. F
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you been such ?

A. Nine years and some few months.
Q. These are their books P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, please to show to the Committee the original charge. Mr.

Rymes has testified this original charge was made to Mr. Wiley. Now,
show us the original charges to Mr. AViley ?

A. Well, when I was notified of this, about either December 17 or 18,
I transferred these charges to “ the State of Massachusetts, Dr., toRobert
R. Wiley, Cr.,” and took them off as they were charged to Mr. AViley,
with the dates, November 21, and so on.

Q. AVell, just show w'here the charges to Mr. AViley are P
A. [Witness did so,] Mr. Crosby, the other partner at the shop, in

making out this bill, took the different amounts of casting for the fence,
and added them together, and also the rivets and the lead, charcoal and
labor, on to this. The labor to the fence was charged, the labor to the
lantern and frame, and he put it into one item; but on my book here, it
shows each item as it is taken off.

Q. Well, let us see the first item, going back to Mr. AViley ?

A. “ November 21, 16 hours’ work, State House.”
Q. And that is transferred to the State ofMassachusetts ?

A. Yes, sir; there is a charge to him of it,
Q. (By Mr. Vekry.) AVhat is this charge over here? [Pointing to

a charge against Mr. AATley.]
A. That is on a tail-board to his wagon. In making charges for him

for his mason-work, we don’t charge anything special at all; but when
he has a job like the State House, or anything of that kind, we desig-
nate it.

Q. You have got the State House work on there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Yeeky [after scanning the book]. That is right.
Q. (By Mr, Colburn.) All these items, which you have transferred

from Mr. Wiley’s account to the Commonwealth’s account, the items are
exactly the same ?

A. Yes, sir, exactly the same.

Hon. C. E. Rymes —Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) AATien Mr. AViley wanted you to go work,

nothing whatever was said about the price ofanything ?

A. No sir; I thought perhaps you would like to look at the books to
see that the prices charged at the State House were the same prices as to
other parties.

Q, These are your usual rates ?
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A. Yes, sir; usual rates.
Q. Of course, you make a profit on materials ?

A. Certainly we do.
Q. (By the Chairman.) That is what you do business for P
A. Yes, sir; that is what we do business for.

Isaac Cook—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Yerrt.) There is a fact, Mr. Chairman, which was not

developed. I understood it; perhaps the Committee didn’t. I want to
know whether these entries, which were shown here, are the original
entries for the material and time ?

A. Those are the original entries as charged on the slate by the fore-
man. I took off that slate every morning.

Q. And these are your original entries, and made from memorandums
furnished by the foremen of the various departments of your work ?

A. Yes, sir.

Hon. C. E. Rymes—Recalled.
Mr. Chairman, no one has asked me the question, but I would like

to state that nobody in our concern had agreed to pay Mr. Wiley any
commission upon any of the work here. There was no conversation held
with him in regard to it. I would like to make that statement myself.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did anybody pay any commission ?

A. From our concern ?

Q. From your concern.
A. No, sir.
Q. You said nobody promised to do it ?

A, I was not asked the question, and I had heard it asked here before,
and I thought I would say we were not asked and did not promise to pay
‘any such thing.

Q. (IB' Mr. McNutt.) And don’t intend to ?

A. And don’t intend to; no, sir.

Robert Powers, Jr.—Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Your full name, please ?

A. Robert Powers, Jr.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What is your business ?

A. Marble work.
Q. This is your bill which you rendered to the commissioners P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. By whom were you employed, or whom did you talk with con-

cerning the work which you did and the material which you furnished ?

A. Mr. Wiley came down to see me about it.
Q. Well, state the conversation between you and Mr. Wiley.
A. Well, there was none, only to send so many slabs up, and they sent

them up at different times, and to send up a man to clean up the marble-
work here. We got some orders from the carpenter; I don’t know what
his name is.

Q, And you furnished all the materials charged here in this bill ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have got the charges on your books ?

A. Yr es, sir; but they are charged to Mr. Wiley.
Q. Charged to Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you show us the original entries?
A. That is the first one. [Pointing it out in his book ]

Q. Is that in your handwriting ?

A. It is in my brother’s.
Q. Did he keep the books right along ?

A. No, I keep the books; but I happened to be out then and he made it.
Q. Well, take the next item.
A. That is in my handwriting.
Q. Take another; that is yours, too ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And when are these entries made,—as compared with these dates ?

A. As soon as the marble is sent out.
Q. (By Mr, Verry.) Is this your book of original entries ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t keep a blotter P
A. No, sir.
Q. Or that is your blotter ?

A. Yes, sir; I use that for blotter and day-book.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And all the charges were made to Mr. Wiley,

were they ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As to the labor; it is only a very small item ?

A. One man, 62 days.
Q. How did you keep his time ?

A. Well, I didn’t know that he had so much work to do up here, so I
let it go at first, and didn’t keep it when he commenced. I have got a
memorandum that I made at the time, from what he gave me. Three
men went up in a great hurry one day, and they stayed three-quarters of
a day, each of them ; and this Mike O’Brien, marble-polisher—we sent him
up there; and when he got up to that time, I thought I would put it down
here. He didn’t work a whole week sometimes, but would work half
a day, and one and a half days, and three or four days, as the case may
be; so I put it on there, as he was only working a short time. He used
to work here 10 hours.

Q. Then you checked him off each day of the work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that week he worked six days P
A. Yes, sir; three and three-quarters of it was up here. The next

week he made four and one-half days; he got more than the other men.
Q. He worked up 36f days before you put it down on this book ?

A. Yes sir; I thought he was through then, when ho had worked
42J days; but he came up again, and worked two and one-half days
more, and four days then.

39



30G [Apr.APPENDIX

Q. These are the usual, ordinary prices which you charged at that
time ?

A. Yes, sir.

Samuel D. Hicks—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) State your full name, where you live, and

your business, sir ?

A. Samuel D. Hicks, of Arlington; do business in Boston.
Q. What is your business ?

A. Coppersmith.
Q. You did work up here at the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. State who employed you.
A. Mr. Wiley.
Q. State what conversation you had with Mr. Wiley.
A. Mr. Wiley gave me orders to come here and repair all the con-

ductors and gutters, and to send a man here to report to his foreman, and
get orders; and I did so.

Q. Anything said in reference to what price should be paid, either for
materials or labor ?

A. No, sir.
Q. This is the bill which you rendered to the commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have got your books of account here ?

A. No, I have not.
Q. Who was the charge made to on your book of account ?

A. To Mr. Wiley. By his direction, all the work was done ; it was
sent to the State; I supposed he was to pay the bill.

Q. I suppose the Committee would like to see the original books of
entry ?

A. They can, if they like. I have a copy of that bill, which I will
explain, if you wish it.

Q. Well, make any explanation you desire.
A. All thatwas done by myself, by our foreman, as far down as October

22, and amounts to $74.23. Then Mr. Wiley came and wished us to do
some other work which was not in our line, and I told him I was busy
and didn’t want to do any more,—that it was not in our line, but we
would do our own work. He said, “You might as well do it, or get
somebody to do it ”; I said I would get somebody, if he wished me to,
and I got Morss & Whyte.

Q. Did you pay Morss & Whyte ?

A. I shall have to pay them; they|have a bill against me.
Q. Is their bill the same amount ?

A. The same amount in labor; I have charged a profit on the copper-
wire ; that is what I get my living by.

Q. (By Mr. Yeery.) On what did you say your profit was ?

A. Copper-wire, small netting, I will produce their bill, if you wish it.
Q. Most of this bill seems to be for materials, and not for labqr ?
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A. Yes, sir; most of it is theirs. The hill, $74.23, is my own Mil; the
other I did as a matter of accommodation.

Q. This galvanized netting is the netting which goes over the ledges P
A. I presume so. I never came in the State House at all. I had

orders to do the work, and I sent good men, and I presume they did good
work. When Mr. Wiley gave the orders to do the netting, I told Morss
& Whyte to do the same, and I presume they did.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you know why Mr. Wiley didn’t go to
Morss & Whyte himself?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Was it to give you a profit on their bill P
A. He thought I did that work myself, and when he found I did not

he asked me to get them.
Q. (By Mr. Yerky.) I understand you that this bill, Morss &Whyte’s,

is it?
A. Yes, sir, Morss & Whyte.
Q. Which is combined in your bill, is a transcript of their bill which

was rendered you ?

A. All except the profit which I have charged on their stock, I
thought they charged me enough for the labor, and I didn’t charge any-
thing on that. In doing any business of that kind a man has to charge
something for his time and expense.

Q. What were your charges for the galvanized twist-netting ?

A. I could not say. I think I have charged 15 per cent, more than
they charged me, but the labor is the same. I didn’t feel at liberty to put
anything on to that.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Hicks, I don’t know as you know any-
thing about it; I presume they charged a profit on the stock also P

A. I presume they did.
Q. Two profits; and that came from Mr. Wiley’s orders to you to get

the work done ?

A. Yes, sir; from Mr. Wiley’s orders to get the work done. If they
didn’t charge a profit, it is their own fault; it is the way Ido my business,
and always intend to,

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You charge a profit?
A. Yes, sir; and always intend to.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you object to get Morss & Whyte ?

A. Nothing more than it would be a trouble to me. I said I didn’t
want to do it because I was busy, but ho said, “You can get it done.” I
said, “You can get it done as well as I can.” I think I made that sugges-
tion. Morss & Whyte have done work for me at various times.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you state to Mr. Wiley that you should
charge commissions for obtaining any men to work upon this State
House,

A. I did not.
Q. Do you suppose ho would have given you that order, if he had

known you would have charged a commission on the stock furnished by
Morss & Whyte ?

A. I don’t know what he would have done.
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Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Couldn’t Mr. Wiley have obtained this same
material and .work of Morss & Whyte at the same price you obtained it?

A 1 don’t know why he could not. I will not say that; they might
have considered me more of a customer than he was.

Q. Well, they charged you as much for labor as you think you ought
to pay ?

A. Yes, sir; I thought so.
Q. And they charged you, on the top of your bill to the Common-

wealth, whatever profit you would have charged on top of their profit ?

A, I presume so.
Q. Well, that is the fact about it?
A. That is the fact, as it stands now.
Q. Have you got Morss & Whyte’s bill ?

A. I have not with me,

Q. Can you tell what that amounts to ?

A. I should say I charged on this netting 15 per cent. When the
bill came to be made, it was charged to Mr, Wiley; my clerk came to me
and said, “We must charge some profit for your trouble.” I said, “Yes.”
He said, “ How much ?” I said, “ A fair profit.” He made the bill, with-
out my dictating, and the bill was brought here.

Q. You have got Morss & Whyte’s bill, have you?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You can say exactly how much they charged you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Have you got it with you P
A. No, sir.
Q. I wish you would send that up.
A. I will,

Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Did you mention to Mr. Wiley that you
would send to Morss & Whyte, or would get them to do it?

A. I think I did.
Q. Did he mention to you that Morss & Whyte were doing this other

work here ?

A. I don't know anything about that; I only see they have got an-
other bill here, and they might have got this job from my hands.

Q. (By Mr Peirce.) I didn’t understand you to say why you didn’t
charge a profit on this labor in addition to Morss & Whyte’s commission ?

A. Because I think they charged enough without it, and I should get
into a worse scrape than I have got into now.

Q. That was on account of conscientiousness on your part ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr Peirce. I see now, plainly.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You would have considered you were en-

titled to something on these men, if they hadn’t charged as much in the
first place ?

A. Yes, sir; if they hadn’t, I should have charged you.
Q. So we are just as well off in that regard ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you think at that time, or have you
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thought since, that you would have to allow to Mr. Wiley any commis-
sion ?

A. I have not; I certainly should not allow him any commission until
I get my own money.

Q. Well, when you get your own money ?

A. No, sir; 1 think not. My dealings with Mr. Wiley have always
been very pleasant, and there has never been anything of that kind,
because most of my work has been on contract. When I see my way in
the business, I give an estimate in dollars and cents. This job was
different.

Q. This bill was originally made out to Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is the difference in making the contract P
A. No, sir; I supposed it was to be charged to Mr. Wiley. If I had

known it would have come to this I should not have been here at all.
Q, (By Mr. Peirce.) Who ordered it to be transferred to the State ?

A. Mr. Wiley, I think. I had made a bill to him; if I hadn’t, the
order came at just about the time he was to have a bill.

Q. (By Mr. Yerrv.) I would like to have you bring Morss & Whyte’s
bill to you; that is all I care about ?

A. I will.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You can send it to the Committee ?

A. Yes, sir; this afternoon.

James Barrett—Recalled.
The Chairman. Mr. Colburn, I see Mr. Barrett is here. He was to

give you a statement in reference to the plumbing which he has charged
for.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you got that statement, Mr. Barrett?
A. I have not got it made out yet; I have not had sufficient time.

[Adjourned till 10, a. m., Tuesday next, April 20,1875.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Tuesday, April 20, 1875.

Thomas J. Tucker, Jr.—Becalled.
The Chairman. In the absence of other witnesses, Mr. Tucker, we

propose to examine you in relation to some matters in connection with
the furnishing of the State House.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) When I left off the other day, Mr. Tucker,
I asked a question about the difference between the number of yards ot
carpet used in the Representatives’ Hall which had been bought this time
and before. You stated that this time there were 617£ yards, and that
480 yards were bought before. Now, I ask the question, What became of
the extra amount of carpeting for Representatives’ Hall ?

A. I guess it was all put down. I have never seen anything of it ?

Q. Never seen anything of it ?

A, I don’t know that anything was left from it, that I can learn.
Q. Were there any more places to cover ?

A. Probably not. It takes more of some carpets to match than it does
of others.

Q. I suppose that is so.
A. Whether or not it took more of this figure than it did of others, I

don’t know.
Q. This is a small-figured carpet, and there were some 30 or 40

yards or more left P
A. Thirty-seven and a half yards.
Q, That is so. Did it go back to the carpet-dealers ?

A. That I don’t know.
Q. Who does know anything about the carpet ?

A. I should think Major Morissey or Mr. 'Poland would know whether
anything left went back.

Q. You had charge of it at that time ?

A. No ; I only put it down.
Q Did you have charge of buying it ?

A. No, sir; Major Morissey bought it.
Q. Yr ou don’t know whether or not it went back to the carpet-dealers ?

A. No, sir, Ido not.
Q. Will you tell me where those carpets were bought?
A. At what place ?

TENTH HEABING.
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Q. Do you know where ?

A. Some at Goldthwait, Snow & Knight’s, some at Childs, Crosby
& Lane’s, some at Learnard & Hartley’s, and some at John H. Fray’s.

Q. Was there any exchange made by the carpet-dealers for any other
carpet ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q. About the old carpet; you said a roll was left in the secretary’s

office, and you hadn’t seen it since. I think that was your evidence. Is
that a fact P

A. Yes, sir; that is a fact,
Q. Has any of the rolls of old carpeting been returned within a week?

A. I think it is in the State House now, but I haven’t seen it.
Q. Yes; but has any been returned within a week or ten days ?

A. I don’t know; but I have an impression that it is in the State House
somewhere.

Q. Yes, that is what I want to find out—has any been returned ?

A. That is my impression.
Q. Where has it been returned to ?

A. That I cannot say for certain; but I think it is in the fire-proof
down stairs.

Q. Do you know where it came from ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you any idea ?

A. I have some idea, but I had rather not give my ideas.
Q. But it is a fact that some rolls of old carpeting have been returned

since I asked the questions the other day. I want to know, and lam going
to know ?

A. I haven’t seen it. I don’t know when it was brought back.
Q. What express brought it back ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Do you know whom he delivered it to ?

A. I don’t know that.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Who had charge of the department ?

A. It is connected with the secretary of state’s department.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) It has been returned within ten days ?

A. That is my idea.
Q. You spoke of some old chairs tied up—
A. It wasn’t me.
Q. Well, somebody did. Do you know anything about any old chairs

that were tied up, and marked for “Plymouth ” ?

A. No, sir, Ido not; I have seen nothing of the kind.
Q. You don’t know that any chairs were taken from the State House,

and marked for Plymouth ?

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.
Q. Have you heard of anything of the sort ?

A, I have heard of some things being tied up, but I don’t think they
went to Plymouth.

Q. They were stopped ; why didn’t they go ?
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A. Probably because there was a change of administration. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. What administration—a new sergeant-at-arms ?

A. That is what I refer to,

Q. (By the Chairman ) Who has charge of the room where those
carpets were kept?

A. Which carpets do you refer to P
Q. Those returned.
A. The secretary of state. I suppose ; I think they are in his fire-proof;

it was intimated to me, last week, that it was so; I couldn’t say whether
they are there now or not.

Oliver Warner— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) There has been something said here rela-

tive to a roll or rolls of carpet that have been delivered and put in a room
which is under your charge; do you know anything of it ?

A. There is a carpet, or a roll of carpet, that used to be in my room,

Q. Where is it ?

A. It is in the one they call the fire-proof room, I believe.
Q. Where did it come from ?

A. It was taken up from the private office where lam now.
Q. Has it been in the fire-proof since it was taken from your office ?

A. I don’t think it has, —I know it hasn’t all the time.
Q. Where has it been P
A. The carpet was given to me, or, at least, I asked Mr. Morissey,

when it was taken up, if he had any use for it. I took it to my house,
and brought it back again. The carpet I considered of no value; I have
nothing to conceal about it. I considered it was a thing that Major Mor-
issey had a right to give me, if he chose; I brought it back.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Was the carpet used while in your posses-
sion ?

A. No, sir, not at all; I returned it just as it was taken up.
Q. Was it put down anywhere?
A. No, sir.
Q. How many yards are there in it ?

A. I can’t tell; 20 or 25.
Q. How long had it been used ?

A. Eight or ten years. I considered the carpet perfectly worthless;
I considered it worth nothing, and returned it; that is the true story of
the carpet.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) They bought 517 yards for the Repre-
sentatives’ Hall, and 480 yards alwa}r s covered the Hall; and I under-
stand the same amount of surface was to be covered that there has always
been; do you know where any of the balance of the newcarpet has gone ?

A. No, sir; I have no means of knowing it. I wish to say that the
work of the commissioners on the State House—there is a mistaken idea
about the relation of the committee to the commissioners on the State
House. The commissioners have the right simply to approve the bills



3131875. APPENDIX.

contracted by the sergeant-at-arms, and they have nothing to do with the
contracting of them.

Q. Do you understand that Major Morissey had anything to do with
the purchasing, under the commissioners ?

A. lie usually did the purchasing.
Q, Do you know anything about how the repairs were being carried

on, about the amount of work? Did you notice, from day to day, whether
the men worked faithfully ?

A. No, sir; I didn’t pay any particular attention to it. I felt, as every-
body else did, that it took a great while to make the repairs; it did when
the repairs were made here some eight or ten years ago ; we didn’t get
back into the offices until some time after the time set.

Q. Did you notice any loafing or idling?
A. Nothing in particular; I paid no attention to it.

Charles Endicott—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Do you know anything about the work of

the men who were at work on the State House during the repairs, as to
whether they worked well or not,—whether the men themselves, or any
of them, worked well or not ?

A. Well, it appeared to me that the work progressed exceedingly
slow, and it seemed to me that the men didn’t do full days’ work. I
didn’t pay much attention to the matter, except in my own department.
I did what I could to hurry them up in my own department.

Q. Did you see much loafing and smoking around in the rooms while
they ought to be at work ?

A. I thought I discovered something of that sort.
Q. Do you know what particular department those men belonged to

that you discovered ?

A. I thought I noticed it more in reference to the painters.
Q. The painters working inside ?

A. Yes, sir; the outside painters, so far as I observed, were faith-
fully and attentively at their duties.

Q. You did notice that the painters on the inside didloaf occasionally?
A. I think I did.
Q. (By Mr, Shaw.) How was it as to discipline? Did there ap-

pear any leader, or anybody to direct or control them, or did they
appear to have any head to them ?

A. I noticed that the foreman,—I don’t know as I can call his name—
Q. Mr. McDonald ?

A. I think that is his name. He was about, I know, and I often
observed him at the State House.

Q. Did he seem to take any interest in the men, and in the way they
worked ?

A. Well, I don’t think he was a driver. [Laughter.]
Q, In other words, he was as much at fault as the men were?
A. I should not presume to say that; but I don’t think, or I wish to

say, that I saw or noticed that the men were not so idle when he was
immediately present. I should be able to say that.

40
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did jmu notice the plumbers, Mr. Endicott?
A. I saw very little of the plumbers.
Q. How about the stone-cutters on the front steps ?

A. I didn’t notice but that the stone-cutters were about their work. I
am not an expert, and don’t know whether they worked to advantage; but
it seemed that they were a long time doing the job. The men were
about their business all the time, but whether they worked as skilfully
and rapidly as they might have done, I cannot say. lam not an expert
in painting or stone-cutting, and I cannot say.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You have been about the State House some time,
have you ?

A. Yes, sir; O, yes, sir.
Q. Well, from your knowledge of the management of the work on

the repairs of the State House, do you think that you, as an individual,
would want to manage your private business about the same as it was
on the State House ?

A. Do you mean the matter of repairs ?

Q. I mean to say, don’t you think the whole manner of management
is very lax P

A. As to repairs ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Well, I can only speak generally. There is a legislative com-

mittee, and I suppose that they do what ordinary committees would do.
I should have said that it would have been the better way to have some
man specially designated to give his entire attention to the matter.

Q. You have answered the question just as I expected. In other
words, you think it would be better to have a proper man designated to
take charge of the work about the State House ?

A. Whose interest should be the State’s interest.
Q. Well, if there is a proper person employed, it would be that ?

A. O, yes.
Mr. Paul. Of course, we know that the gentlemen who occupy the

position you do so long have the interest of the State at heart, and we
have faith in you as good servants.

Gen. James Cunningham—Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) I want to ask General Cunningham whether

he noticed how the men labored on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I would like to have you answer and tell us what you know

about it ?

A. I know nothing about the contracts, nothing about the contracts
for repairs; I knew nothing about who was to do the outside work or the
inside. But in passing in and out of the State House to attend to my
business, I remarked how wonderfully well the men worked outside, and
how lazy the men worked inside. In that connection, I will state that
after the men got into my office and turned four or live clerks out of my
soldiers’ records office, and the painters had commenced work, I know
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to my certain knowledge that four men did the work that I could have
hired one man to do. I don’t know Mr. Flood, or any of the painters.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You only looked at the work as a business man ?

A. That is it. I took occasion to go to Mr. Tucker, I think, and speak
about the work in the State House, and complained of my clerks being
delayed in their work, and saying possibly that if I had authority I
would order those men out and pay for the work out of my appropriation,
because it was so delaying my work, that if it was worth anything to the
State, we could better afford to discharge those men and employ others.
So I took occasion to damn them. [Laughter.]

Mr. Vekry. You think they deserved it.
Q. (By Mr, Paul,) We hope, General Cunningham, that, under the

new law which has just passed, you will have a proper superintendent,
so that your damning in future will have some effect.

A. Well, it did then, so far as my work is concerned. They pushed
it along very well after that.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Well, I will ask the same question: Suppose
they had had a proper man to see to that work, and, if it was not done
well, to discharge those men, would it have been better?

A. I have no doubt of it.
Q. The Committee want to know whether the foreman, Mr. McDonald,

did his duty as he should have done ?

A. I can’t say; I don’t know Mr McDonald to this day.
Q. You think those men would not have done that way if they had

been superintended by a proper man P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You havn’t been tampered with by Mr.

Flood's counsel have you ? [Laughter.]
A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Mr. Churchill. I merely want to place this: I want to know

where the counsel for Mr. Flood go.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you observe anything about the plumb-

ers—whether those men were diligent or not ?

A, No, sir.
Q. Or anything about the stone-cutting on the front steps ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You have reference only to what came under

your own notice ?

A. Yes, sir.

Sergeant-at-Arms, O. F. Mitchell—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Were you in the employ of the State, Mr.

Mitchell, when the repairs on the State House were made ?

A. I was employed at the State House.
Q. Were you in the employ of the State ?

A. Yes, sir; I was in the employ of a legislative committee here
during the recess.
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Q. Was it the committee that made the repairs on the State House ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Hid you know anything about the repairs at that time, or the

furnishing of the carpets ?

A. No, sir; I did no’.
Q. Do you know where the extra amount of carpeting went that was

bought for Representatives’ Hall ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know that some carpeting has been returned ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know about any old chairs being tied up and marked

“ Plymouth ” ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And packed and marked “ Plymouth ” ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you, in your work, when employed by this committee, know

anything about the work of the men around the State House,—the paint-
ers, masons and plumbers P

A. No, sir.

James Barrett—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you furnished the attorney-general

with an estimate of what he requested of you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You have not given me any paper?
A. I haven’t given you any figures. I only told you what work I did.
Mr. Colburn. I asked you for a written statement.
Q. (By the Chairman.) He wants it written down, to show what

you have done ?

A. I didn’t understand it so. Perhaps I can get it in ten minutes.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) The Committee have voted to have your work

examined and estimated upon. Will you be present and furnish some
man to show where the work was done, and show it to the party to esti-
mate upon the work ?

A. I will do that, or be present myself.
Q. I think it would be quite as well to have your man who had charge

of the work.
A. All right, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) In the course of the State House repairs,

did you do any plumbing work for, or sell any stock, or use any stock on,
a house in Telegraph Street, South Boston ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You did not?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you, or did any of your men, take any old pipe to the carpen-

ter’s room in the State House ?

A. To the carpenter’s room ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Not to my knowledge.
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Q. Or that you didn’t give the State credit for ?

A. There was old pipe taken down there.
Q. His room is in the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Your men didn’t take any pipe there?
A. Not to my knowledge; they were not directed by me to do so.
Q, Do you know whether it is there now or not ?

A. Ido not, sir.
Q. Did you do any private work for the engineer of this State House

at the same time you did the repairs P
A. Yes, sir; I have done a small job, and had it done, and charged

to him.
Q. Has he paid for it ?

A. I don’t know, sir; I haven’t inquired.
Q. When was it done ?

A. I don’t know when.
Q. Don’t you know the month ?

A. It might be in September or October.
Q. Was it done in September or October ?

A. I don’t know ; I can give the exact time and date to-morrow.
Q. You don’t know the exact time it was doneP
A. I don’t know the exact time,
Q. How much of a job was it ?

A. Five or six dollars.
Q. Did the men go from the State House to do that job ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Was it done while the State House work was

going on ?

A. I think it was, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What does Mr. Barrett charge for solder on

his bill there ?

The Chairman. Forty cents.
Witness. Yes, sir.
Q. That was a fair price for solder for a job of this kind ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That was the usual price charged by all the plumbers m the city ?

A. Yes, sir.

George H. Simmons—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Do }rou do Mr. Wiley’s private work,—that

is, work done on his private house, or whatever he has done, Mr. Sim-
mons ?

A. The job I did for him last summer, when the State House repairs
were going on, was his private work.

Q. You did do work for him at the time the State House repairs were
going on ?

A. I did; and in connection with this, I will take occasion to say that
I have asked Mr. Wiley twice for his bill, and he asked me to put off the
payment till ho got a settlement with the Stale.
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Q. That is, on his private bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I don’t know what his private bill has got to do with the State.

Did you send any lead weights, for windows, to his house ?

Senator Terry. What kind of weights ?

Mr. Churchill. For windows. Perhaps I should simply say weights.
[To Witness.] They were hung by your carpenters, were they not?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. In Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he pay for them?
A. No, sir; not yet.
Q. Were they sent from the State House ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Where were they bought ?

A. I got them of James Barrett.
Q. The plumber ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you paid him for them ?

A. No, sir; but he will be paid as soon as he presents his bill.
Q. Do you know, Mr. Simmons, whether any lead was brought to

your shop in the State House by Mr. Barrett’s men ?

A. I think there was.
Q, Is it there now ?

A. It is not, to my knowledge.
Mr, Churchill. I should like to have a messenger sent down to Mr.

Simmons’ shop to see if any lead is there.
The Chairman. Hadn’t you better go yourself?
Mr. Churchill. I don’t think it is my business. I want to show that

the amount of old lead not returned is in Mr. Simmons’s shop now. I
don’t know that he knows it. I should like to have a messenger sent
there,

Senator Terry. What is that going to establish ?

Mr. Churchill. I want to know where the old lead went to.
Senator Terry. Don’t Mr Simmons know ?

Mr. Churchill. I don’t know. It may have been placed there, by
other people.

Q. (By Senator Terry.) Is there any old lead there now, Mr. Sim-
mons ?

A. Not a pound in my shop, that I know of.
Mr. Churchill. I don’t know that he placed it there. You must re-

member that there were some nine or ten hundred pounds of lead not
accounted for, or stolen. I understand that that was carried to Mr. Sim-
mons’s shop, and placed away I don’t want to allow a day to transpire,
so that that old lead can be taken away.

The Chairman. You can send any one there to ascertain.
Mr. Churchill. I don’t know it is there at all. I only want to estab-

lish the fact that the lead that was carried away has been carried into the
carpenter’s shop.
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Q. (By Mr. Peiece. How many men did you say you had employed
on the State House here ?

A. The largest number I had at one time was 11.
Q. That you hired ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I see you have charged 12 here all along, P
A. I considered myself as one man.
Q. That is so. And when you sent a man away from the State House

it reduced the men ?

A. Yes, sir; I should think it would when I sent any one away.
Q. Was that the largest number of men you had at work for you in

any one day?
A. It was not.
Q. How many did you have at any one time ?

A. I think I had all of 15 or 16 men at one time.
Q. At what time P
A. I can’t call to mind just now.
Q. During what month ?

A. During the month of September.
Q. After that, how many ?

A. I didn’t have them steady right along every day; I didn’t have any
one where I thought I didn’t want him. There is a charge where they
were at work.

Q. You stated the other day that you took men off and sent them to
Mr. Wiley’s, didn’t you?

A. I said one.
Q. And at no time when you hadn’t a man here you didn’t charge for

him ?

A. No, sir.
Q. I see you have charged 12 men, or otherwise 12 men on the 10th

of September at the State House, and had Mr. Wiley charged for two ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So you couldn’t have but 10 men here that day ?

A, If it is as you stated, that is so.
Q. You stated that you had not at any one time employed more than

12 men, and, if you took any off, that reduced the number ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And on the 11th of September 12 men were at the State House?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then on the same day you sent two men to Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. I did not do it.
Q. You just stated to me that the men sent to Mr. AViley’s were taken

from the State House ?

A. I told you one of them I did.
Q. That reduces it one then. Then you have 12 men charged from

the 10th to the 80th at the State House, and one day you had two
charged at Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And you allow, then, that there is one that went to Mr. Wiley’s
from the State House?

A. I didn’t take them one at a time, hack and forth, between Mr.
Wiley’s and the State House.

Q. You have made a statement here that you had 12 men on this
State House, and that you sent two over to Mr. Wiley’s?

A. When Mr. Wiley’s job was commenced, I sent one man to Mr.
Wiley’s, and he stayed there till the job was done.

Q. And every time you sent a man to Mr. Wiley’s you took him from
the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; but if I wanted to send a man to Mr. Wiley’s couldn’t I
employ another man in the place of the one I sent to Mr. Wiley’s ?

Q. Yes, sir; but that isn’t taking a man oif.
A. If I have a job, and have to take a man off the State House, and I

meet a good man who wants to hire, I can hire him.
Q. You can do that; you can explain it that way now. Now, I will

ask you one more question : On September 9, did you take any lumber
from the State House and carry it over to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. I never did.
Q. On an}’ day when you would be buying lumber, was there any

reason why you should get the same amount of lumber for the State
House as for Mr. Wiley?

A. I don’t know that there should be.
Q. You have charged here 400 feet of pine, and the same

date you have charged Mr. Wiley with 400 feet of pine; you are
satisfied in your own mind that that didn’t go from this State House?

A. I am.
Q. You are satisfied, upon your oath, that the 400 feet that went to

Mr. Wiley’s was not charged to the State House ?

A. That is my impression.
Q. On your oath?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have some window-sashes charged here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. On October 24th; now what do those 15 window-sashes include?
A. It will include the window-sashes.
Q. Does it include the sashes and glass?
A. It does not. It does not include the glass.
Q. When you go down town and buy four or five sets of sashes, what

do you buy ?

A. If you bought them glazed, you bought them glazed, and if you
did not, you didn’t.

Q. You inquire for window-sashes ; isn’t it the rule now-a-days to have
them glazed ?

A. If you want glazed sash, you go and buy it.
Q. But doesn’t this include glass ? I want to know what you mean

by this.
A. It doesn’t include the glass.
Senator Veuuy. Is that charged to the State?
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Mr. Peirce. It is; 15 window-sashes, $5 each.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) Where did you put them ?

A. We put nine into the Council Chamber.
Q. Nine new sashes in the Council Chamber ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Square heads or circular ?

A. Circular.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) What became of the old sashes ?

A. I think some of the old sash was taken away.
Q. Taken away, where P
A. I don’t know.
Q. What makes you think it was taken away ?

A. Because, I think I saw a team loading up with it at the back door,
and that is pretty good evidence.

Q. Whose team ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. You took them out?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, And replaced them with new ones P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And saw them lugged off ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did they come from the Council Chamber ?

A. I don’t know; there were nine taken out of there.
Q. And did you inquire who they were for ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why?
A. Because I knew.
Q. Then why don’t you tell ?

A. I disposed of $2O worth.
Q, To whom did you dispose of them ?

A. To Col. Tripp, of Taunton; he bought them for hot-beds.
Q. How many did you dispose of for $2O ?

A. There were 42 originally, and when we made the bargain there
were to be 42 sashes; but from the time I spoke to him to the time he
took them away, a week or ten days had elapsed. When we came to take
them away we didn’t find them all here; there were seven or eight gone,
and that left 35. Then I had a number more and tried to dispose of
them, but couldn’t get anything for them; I had no place to store them,
neither down stairs nor up, and those I gave away for the sake of getting
them out of the way.

Q. Those were the ones that were lugged off?
A, Those were taken away.
Q. These sashes you had reference to, being lugged off?
A. No, sir; I said seven or eight were missing of the number first

sold to Mr. Tripp.
Q. You said a little while ago that nine window-sashes, out of the

Council Chamber, were earned off when a team came to the back door?
A. No, sir.

41
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Q. You didn’t say that ?

A. I didn’t say it in the way you put it; I stated that I did not know
whether it was the sash in the Council Chamber or not. I say now I
don’t know whether the particular sashes taken away were from the
Council Chamber or not.

Q. Do you know what became of the particular sashes taken out of
the Council Chamber ?

A. I don’t know them separate from the rest. They were all piled
together.

Q. All piled together; and you sold 42 of them to Mr. Tripp ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. For $2O ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What became of the $2O ?

A. I got it.
Q. Where is it ?

A. AVell, I couldn’t tell just where it is now. I couldn’t tell just
where it is just now.

Q. You received the money for it?
A. Yes, sir; I received the $2O.
Q. Did you pay it over to anybody ?

A. I suppose I used it in connection with paying my bills.
Q. Did you give credit for it ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Why not ?

A. I will tell you why. In the Council Chamber there are three fan-
blinds covered with white Hollands. I have covered those three, and
that is six I have covered with white Holland, and made no account of in
my bill. For that reason I didn’t make any account of what I got for
the sashes.

Q. What do you mean by covering with white Holland ?

A. Three fans going over the inside of the windows in the Senate
Chamber and three in the Council Chamber. I covered them over, and
made no account of it.

Q. You bought it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And made no charge for it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Where did you buy it ?

A. I think I got it of Mr. Cunningham.
Q. Where is that ? ■
A. No. 141 Washington Street.
Q. Did you pay for it ?

A. I did.
Q. Did you pay for it when you got it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Don’t you remember what you paid ?

A. I don’t remember just now.
Q. Did you pay $1 ?
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A. Yes, sir; and more.
Q. How mucli more ?

A. I think there was ten or a dozen yards.
Q. How much a yard ?

A. I think he charged me 50 cents a yard.
Q. Fifty cents ?

A. At any rate, I won’t set any price per yard.
Q. Ten or 12 yards. You don’t know how much per yard P
A. No, sir.
Q. Was it more than 20 cents ?

A. I know it was.
Q. It was to coyer the blinds ? Is it on the blinds now ?

A. It is.
Q. And you haven’t charged it to anybody ?

A. I have not.
Q. You concluded that the $2O you got for the window-sashes would

offset whatever you paid for the Holland ?

A. That is my impression.
Q. Well, now, I want to go back to the window-sashes again. Whose

team was this that you saw loading with window-sashes at the back
door ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Have you said, a little while ago, that you did know ?

A. I can tell you one team, and the other team I don’t know. I think
one team is Mr. Morse’s.

Q, Where does he live?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Is his business teaming ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you sold those sashes to Col. Tripp, and came to deliver

them, nine were gone ?

A. Seven.
Q. And 35 were all you could deliver to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And for that you got f2O. Now, how many were there that you

gave away ?

A. I don’t know,

Q. To whom did you give them ?

A. I gave them to John Taylor.
Q. Who is John Taylor ?

A. He is a man who lives in Medford.
Q. What is his business P
A. He is a provision-dealer.
Q. (By Mr. VEKiir.) Where is his business ?

A. Down in North Market Street, 1 believe.
Q. Well, you gave John Taylor a load of sashes ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many ?

A. I don’t know how many there were; the sash was of so little
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account that I wanted to get them out of the way, and I didn’t take any
trouble to count them.

Q. Well, you didn’t have enough to supply your order with Tripp?
A. I didn’t; no.
Q. Well, you had a chance to sell some ; at any rate, you had a chance

to sell 42 to Tripp ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you could not deliver him but 35, and he was willing to take

them and pay for them ; he paid you $2O for what he got P
A. Not that I know of; I don’t understand it in that way.
Q. Why don’t you ?

A. Because the expense of taking them home would be more than a
$7 sash was.

Q. Well, Tripp wanted 42 sashes; he didn’t get but 35 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you had a chance to sell seven more than you did sell to

Tripp ?

A. Yes, sir, for he bought them.
Q. Pie did buy 42 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He didn’t get but 35 ?

A. That is right.
Q. Now, if you had not given these away you could have sold seven

more, at any rate?
A. I don’t think I could.
Q. Why not ?

A. Because I tried to sell the other seven after I got these taken out,
and he would not buy them because it would cost too much to take them
home after the others were gone.

Q. Well, we will leave it there. How large a load of sash was it that
you gave to John Taylor?

A. I don’t know.
Q. You don’t know how many there were ?

A. No, I don’t know.
Q. Is John Taylor any relation to you ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q. Have you any connection with him in business ?

A. Not a thing.
Q. Well, how did you come to give him a load of sash ?

A. Merely through acquaintance, that is all; that is the only reason I
gave them to him.

Q, How did you know he wanted them ?

A. Because he told me so.
Q. Where was he when he told you so ?

A. I think I met him down in his shop.
Q. Down in his provision shop ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How happened you down there ?

A. I went in there to see him.
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Q. What did you want to see him for ?

A. I could not say just now what I wanted to see him for; I think
there was another man went in with me at the same time; lam not sure,
but I think so.

Q. Who do you think it was ?

A. I think it was Mr. Goodhue.
Q. Mr. Goodhue ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is Mr. Goodhue here ?

A. He aint in this room; no, sir.
Q. Well, the story, then, about the sashes, is, that you sold $2O worth,

and gave the rest of them away ?

A. That is my story exactly; yes, sir.
Q. And you got the money and kept it, and you have kept it because

you covered these fan-blinds with white Holland ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much that cost you, you don’t know ?

A. No.
Q. Cannot you find out P
A. I suppose I can; I could not tell you exactly how much the whole

thing would cost, to do the thing now.
Q, How did you happen to buy the white Holland; why did you do

it; why didn’t Major Morissey or some one else ?

A. The reason why I did it, was because the blinds were all painted
and varnished ready to go up, and the stage was up there, and the stage
was ready to come down; in order to put the blinds up, they had to
be covered first, while if it was not done then, they would have to be
taken down by and by, after the stage was down, and at a greatdeal more
expense; and in order to obviate that difficulty, I bought the Holland,
covered the blinds, and put them up before the stage was taken down;
that is the reason why I did it.

Q. Now, what became of the glass that was taken out of these old
sashes ?

A. I think the greater portion of it was broken; I don’t know what
became of the whole of them.

Q. It was not all broken, of course not ?

A. It was not, of course, all broken.
Q. What became of that which was not broken ?

A. My impression is, if you give away a sash the glass goes with it.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) There were windows in it ?

A. No, sir; sashes.
Q. (By Mr. Yebry.) Did you sell the glass and the sash, or the sash

without it ?

A. I sold the sash as it came out of the windows, —the broken ones and
the old ones.

Q. And you gave away the rest ?

A. Yes, sir; gave away the rest, because there was no place to store
them at the time, neither up-stairs nor down, and we could not sell
them.
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Q. So much for the sashes. Now, did you furnish all the new sash
that was put in.

A. Yes, sir.
Q And how many did you say there were in all ?

A. I don’t know exactly how many; I know how many windows there
are. My bill will tell you how many there are.

Q. Do you know, Mr. Peirce ?

Mr. Peirce. I do, sir; but I would like him to tell; he ought to.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) You don’t know ?

A. I can tell you in a moment.
Mr. Peirce. That is, if he has got them all charged, I mean.
Mr. Yerry. Yes.
A. I think there were 22 new sashes.
Q. Twenty-two new ones ?

A. I think so.
Q. Well, there were 42, at any rate, that you sold at one place ?

A. Yes.
Q. You had to supply their places; there must have been more than

22 ?

A. When I mean sashes, I mean the whole windows; 22 newwindows.
Q. That would be 44,—is that what you mean ?

A. No.
Q. Yon mean 22 windows, 44 pieces,—or what do you mean ?

A. I think there were 22 new windows went in the whole house ;

in some of the windows there were three sashes, in some four and some
two ; as to the exact number of sashes, I cannot tell you.

Q. Don’t know how many you have got charged ?

A. I don’t ; could not tell you just now.
Mr. Yerry. How many is it, Mr. Peirce ?

Mr. Peirce, I would like you to ask him what he means by a sash,
whether the half or the whole, when he charges fo for it ?

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) What is it you have furnished when you have
charged f 5 ?

A. I furnished a window-sash.
Q. Well, is it an entire window ?

A. No, sir.
Q. It is one of the pieces ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) One of the caissons ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q (By Mr. Yerry.) If there are two pieces, that is $lO for the win-

dow-sash, and if there are three it is f 15.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are your charges all alike; that is to say, are they all one price—-

f 5 apiece ?

A. Yes, sir; I think they are.
Mr. Peirce. I think they are.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry ) Well, these pieces were all alike in size, were

they ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNuxt.) You mean $5, Mr. Simmons, for one of these

pieces there, do you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Where did you buy this sash, Mr. Simmons ?

A. Mr. Teazie’s.
Q. How much did you pay for what you have charged $5 for?

A. I could not say.
Q. Well, cannot you give us an approximate statement ?

A. No, sir.
Q. About how much ?

A. I don’t know; I will not say, for the reason that I don’t exactly
know.

Q. Have you paid for it ?

A. I have.
Q. Got his bill ?

A. Yes, sir; I think so.
Q. Got it here P
A. I don’t know that I have. I guess they are, though, in the posses-

sion of the Committee.
Q. Well, won’t you look and find Mr. Veazie’s bill, and see how much

you have paid for the sash which was charged $6 ?

Mr. Peirce. That is all the bill we have of Mr. Simmons’s,
Mr. Terry. That is Mr. Simmons’s bill, isn’t it ?

Mr. Peirce. Yes, that is Simmons’s bill ?

Mr. Terry. But Teazie’s bill I have not seen nor heard of before.
Mr. Colburn. Here is a bill for sashes of some sort.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) What is that; is that your bill?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You can tell now how much you paid P
A. I cannot.
Q. Why not?
A. Because the bill says I paid a hundred and so many dollars; 1

presume I did so; there might be a discount, perhaps, of a few dollars.
Q. Don’t your bill tell what it is for—l 2 window-sashes, $5 apiece, |6O ;

18 window-sashes, fo apiece, $9O; 13 window-sashes, $5 apiece, |65.
Well, 43. Mr. Peirce, have you got another bill there of window-sashes ?

And 16 on this other bill, making 68 in all. Well, these 68 window-
sashes were put into 22 windows ?

A. I think so.
Q. Some of them two, and some of them three ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now don’t you know how much you paid Mr. Teazie ?

A. I could not just say, because, perhaps, there might have been a
discount made on that bill; no doubt there was a discount, and what that
discount is I cannot remember,

Q. How did you pay him, in money or a check ?

A. I paid him in money.
Q. Don’t you keep a cash account ?
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A. Ido not.
Q. Cannot you give us some idea ofhow much you paid him ?

A. No, I cannot.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you buy sashes of any one else ?

A. No one else.
Q. That was all you bought, then, for the State House?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Peirce. Now, Mr. Verry, he has charged 75 sashes here on his

bill at $5 a piece.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Well, tell us about that; you have got 75

charged in the bill, where did you buy them ?

A. All I have got to say is, that there are no more sashes charged in
the bill than what have been used, not one.

Q. Well, you didn’t buy but 58 ?

A. There are no more sashes charged than what have been used in
the building.

Q. There are no more charged than what have been used ?

A. There are not.
Q. You are sure about that, are you P
A. I feel pretty confident.
Q. You didn’tbuy any anywhere else except of Yeazie ?

A, No, sir.
Q. And you didn’t buy any more than 68 of Yeazie?

A. No, sir.
Q. They didn’t spawn after you got them from Yeazie, How did

you get 75 out of 68 ?

A. Well, if I go round and count them, and find 75,1 will be sure
there are 75 there ; I cannot call from memory that there are 76 there
now, but I will guarantee there are not more sashes charged in the bill
than were put there.

Q. Now, will you tell where you put in 75 sashes ?

A. I will tell you the rooms where I put them in.
Mr. Peirce. Wait a minute, there may be an error here now.
Mr. Verry. Let us go on to another subject. You had in your

general tearing-up here—your repairs—you had a good deal of old lumber
boards, I suppose?

A. There were some, I presume ; yes.
Q. Old flooring-boards and stair-treads ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And so forth and so forth ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did you do with them?

A. I think I took one load home to my house.
Q. What did you do with the rest of it ?

A. I think there was a good deal of it stolen from the outside of the
building at last; there was none stolen from the inside.

Q. You took one load to the house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t call that stealing, of course ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. You say some was stolen; what did you do with the rest of it ?

A. I didn’t do anything with it.
Q. What became of it ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. It was your business to know ?

A. There is no doubt that somebody else has got loads of it. There is
no doubt in my mind that some one has got old wood from the State
House besides me, but I cannot recall to memory who got any now.

Q. Did you give anybody the privilege of taking anything ?

A. I think I did.
Q. To whom did you give the privilege of taking it ?

A. I don’t know, because I cannot recollect to whom.
Q. Did you sell any ?

A. Never received a dollar for it.
Q. No; did you sell any?
A. No, sir.
Q. What they got you gave away.
A. If anybody got any, it was given to them.
Q. Well, you don’t know anybody that you gave any to ?

A. No, I don’t.
Q. Don’t remember anybody ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, didn’t you get more than one load home to your house ?

A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. Will you swear you didn’t ?

A. I do.
Q. Will you swear you didn’t carry but one load to your house, or

have but one load carried to your house ?

A. To the best of my recollection off of this job.
Q. To the best of your recollection ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t mean to say you are quite sure about it ?

A. No, I don’t.
Q. You may have carried more, but you only remember one load?

A. Yes, sir; it is possibly there yet.
Q. Was it a two-horse load ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Who drew it ?

A. I think it was Mr. McCarty.
Q. A teamster ?

A. Yes, sir.
Me. Yeeey. How do you find that, Mr. Peirce ?

Mr. Peihci;. He is right—sB sashes.
Q. (By Mr. Veeey.) Did you sell anything else that came out of

the State House ?

A. Not a thing; all I realized for anything that was taken from
the State House was that $2O for sashes; that is all that I realized, and

42
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the reason I didn’t make any credit was because I thought it would offset
the covering of those fans, and putting them up.

Q. Did you charge for the work of covering the fans ?

A. Well, perhaps I did.
Q. There is not anything that you have not charged for except the

white Holland ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And that you have not charged for ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Are you quite certain you have not charged for it ?

A, I have not.
Q. You are quite certain it is not in your bill?
A. I know it is not.
Q. What are the names of the men you had in your employ last fall,

from the time you got to work on the State House here ?

A. I could not call to memory the list just now; I could give them to
you.

Q. Do you keep a time-book?
A. I have.
Q. Where is it ?

A. Down stairs.
Q. In your office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, your time-book would show all about it ?

A. It would show the number of days on this work.
Q. The time-book would show the number and names of your men,

and the time they worked for you, wouldn’t it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why not?
A. Because I didn’t put the names down.
Q. What is the use of the time-book, if you didn’t put the names of

the men down ?

A. To know the number of days they worked.
Q. You wouldn’t know who they were unless you had their names ?

A. I paid my help every week, and I didn’t pay more than for the
number of days they worked.

Q. Do you mean to say you kept a time-book, and didn’t write the
names of your men down ?

A. I do.
Q. Got any men at work for you now ?

A. I have.
Q. How many ?

A. One.
Q. Have his name on your book ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, won’t you go and get your time-book which you had the last

half of last year ?

A. Yes, sir.
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James Barrett—'Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Where did the lead weights come from

that you gave or sold to Mr. Simmons to put in Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. They came from my shop, sir.
Q. From your shop ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Well, how did they reach your shop ?

A. How did the lead weights reach my shop ?

Q. From whence did they come to your shop ?

A. The lead came from my shop to make the weights; I picked the
lead up myself.

Q. You made them yourself ?

A, No, sir; I had them made down in Spring Lane ?

Q. What was the place ?

A. Curley & Lennon; they made them; took them down to the foun-
dry and had them cast there.

Q. What became of the lead weights at the State House; did you
have any of them ?

A. Never saw any lead weights in the State House.
Q. So the lead which yon got from your shop you had cast into

weights and gave it to Mr. Simmons, and he sent it to Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you furnish any weights for the State

House windows ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did any of your men work on the post-

offlce at the same time ?

A. No, sir, they didn’t; have never had a job on the post-office.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Who did you charge those weights to ?

Mr. Churchill. The old weights.
A. Simmons charged them to Mr. Wiley as I understand it.
Q. Who did you charge them to ?

A, I don’t think I have charged them at all; I didn’t know anything
about it until last Saturday. I took them and had them made, and Sim-
mons sent them to Charlestown.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Never have been charged ?

A. Simmons said they were charged to Mr. Wiley at 15 cents a pound,
and that was the first intimation I had at all of them.

Q. And he says he owes you P
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Your men weren’t very smart in charging

them ?

A. I thought it was 16 cents a pound, and they were not charged to
Simmons, but that he would pay me when he got his pay from Mr.
Wiley.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you usually forget about charging ?

A. Ido sometimes.
Q. How much weight was there ?

A. Fifteen pounds apiece.
Q. How many of them were there ?
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A. Four of fhem.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) How long ago was that ?

A. I think the 17th of October.
Q. That is correct, just as he charges them on his books. How came

you to recollect so well ?

A. This morning, as I came from the shop, I asked the book-keeper
what the price was which Curley & Lennon had charged me for casting
them, and the date of the charge; he said 17thof October, and that is why
I know to-day; I had forgotten all about it up to the time of the last
hearing.

Q. Who informed you of it previous to that ?

A. I happened to hear Simmons, in his last hearing; you asked him a
question about Mr. Wiley.

Q. I didn’t ask him the question.
A. Well, it came up at the last hearing; I remember it distinctly.

Geoege H. Simmons.—Recalled.
[Produced his time-book.]
Q. (By Mr. Veeey.) Didn’t you keep a time-book, Mr. Simmons ?

A. None, only that.
Q. This is not a time-book?

A. That is the way I kept my time in that book.
Q. This is the time of the work on the State House, I suppose ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, you had other men that you had employed at other places at

the same time ?

A. Yes.
Q. Where did you keep that at ?

A. Only one other place.
Q. What was that.
A. That was over in Charlestown.
Q. Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes.
Q. Did you have any other employment except on the State House

and Mr. Wiley’s during this time ?

A. Very little.
Q. Well, didn’t you hav- some ?

A. I did; yes.
Q. Where ?

A. There were a couple of buildings down in Pemberton Square, or
one building then, there are two now; perhaps a castor to put on a chair,
or a curtain to hang up, or something like that.

Q. Well, you did something there ?

A. Yes,
Q. Where is the account of that ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Did you keep any account of it ?

A. No, I did not.
Q. Charge it to anybody ?
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A. Some jobs I did and some jobs I didn’t. A job that would take me
ten minutes or half an hour I didn’t make any account of at all.

Q. Well, a job that would take a day, did you make any account of
it ?

A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. Where did you keep an account of that ?

A. I kept an account; it was charged after I went home at night.
Q. Where was it charged ? Charged where ?

A. Charged after I went home at night.
Q. Where did you charge it ?

A. I charged it to the State.
Q. Well, where is the account of it; where is the book ?

A. I hare not got any book.
Q, Well, you would have a book if you charged it?
A. I didn’t charge it in the book.
Q. Well, where did you charge it?
A. Charged it on a piece of paper.
Q. Where is your piece of paper ?

A. Don’t know; I made no account of it after the bill was paid.
Q. Is it paid ?

A. It is.
Q. How much have you got out of the State for labor done for the

State between the Ist of July and the Ist of January?
A. I could not tell.
Q. Have you not got any account of it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You don’t know how much you have been paid, independent of

this bill ?

A. That is the way I understand you to ask me.
Q. How much do you claim to be due you on this bill ?

A. Over $235.
Q. And that is all ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who made out this bill for you ; whose writing Is it ?

A. I think his name is Mr. Mallard.
Q. Where is he ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Where was he when he made it out for you ?

A. He was at my house.
Q. You don’t know where he is, or what his business is ?

A. No; Ido not.
Q, You got him to come and write this bill out for you ?

A. I did/
Q. Now, what did he have to make it out from ?

A. He wrote it from paper and book.
Q. Paper and book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, where is the paper and book ?

A. The book I have got; the paper I have not.
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Q. Where is the book ?

A. The book I had here the other day; it is the same book I had here
the other day; it is down stairs.

Q. A book like that P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I wish you would get that ?

A. Yes, sir. [Witness produced the book as requested.]
Q. Now, whose writing is this in this book ?

A. It is mine, sir.
Q. All of it yours ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you write it ?

A. As the work progressed ?

Q. You don’t mean to say that you put these items down here day by
day ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. Well, what do you mean ?

A. I mean to say I put them down weekly.
Q. Weekly?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, when did you do it P
A. As the work progressed from week to week.
Q. Put it down on Sunday or Saturday ?

A. Sunday.
Q. You wrote these down Sunday ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, On every Sunday, after the work, as the work went on ?

A. That was my intention. I don’t say I wrote every Sunday. Some-
times I would take a spell on Saturday night, and finish the rest on Sun-
day.

Q. Where did you write it ?

A. At my house.
Q. Where do you live ?

A. In South Boston.
Q. Now, where did you keep the account which you put on here on

Saturday night P
A. I kept it on a paper like a sheet of foolscap.
Q. Foolscap paper ?

A. Yes, as big as that book.
Q. Where did you keep it ?

A. In my chest.
Q. In your tool-chest ?

A. No; in the chest which I kept at home.
Q. Where are they now ?

A. I destroyed them, after I entered them in the book.
Q, You destroyed them ?

A. Yes, sir; what would be the benefit of keeping them, after I had
them all copied into the book P

Q You possibly might have made a mistake in some of them ?
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A. Well, after I made them out, and copied them off the paper into
the book, it was an easy matter to see if I had made a mistake before I
destroyed them.

Q. Well, did you look them oyer to see about that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So you hare got none of the original entries ?

A. No, sir; beyond these made from week to week.
Q. Are you still at work for the State ?

A. When there is anything to do I am.
Q. Do you work for anybody else P
A. Ido ; if I can get work anywhere else I do.
Q. Do you stay about the State House all the time ?

A. I have a room here.
Q. You make your headquarters here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You do work for other people, if you can get it to do ?

A. I do.
Q. Have you recently been at work for anybody else ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you through the winter ?

A, No, sir.
Q. Well, what do you charge; what is your salary ?

A. lam not on a salary.
Q. How do you get your pay ?

A. I charge by the day.
Q. Do you charge every day ?

A. No, sir; only when lam at work.
Q. You charge only actual labor ?

A. Yes, sir; that is all.
Q. And only that ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you been at work this winter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. More or less ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is your account of your work ?

A. It is at home.
Q. Where is your account of your last week’s work ?

A. It is at home.
Q. How do you keep it ?

A. I keep it different from that, because 1 explain all I do.
Q. Well, how do you keep it; how was your last week’s work kept—-

in a book ?

A. On paper.
Q. On paper ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Foolscap ?

A. I think on a paper about that size.
Q. About this size ?
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A. I think so.
Q. So your last week’s work is written out on a paper?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many days did you work last week ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Did you work for anybody else last week ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you transcribed that on to any book—last week’s work ?

A. No, sir; I have not.
Q. How often do you get your pay ?

A. Supposed to get it once a month.
Q. Who do you report to for your pay ?

A. The commissioners approve my bills,and I get my pay in the treas-
urer’s office.

Q. The commissioners approve your bills, and so you report to the
commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And carry in your bill once a month ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who made out your last bill ?

A. I think I did myself.
Q. You say you don’tknow where this man Mallard is who made out

this bill ?

A. I don’t.
Q. Did you ever employ him before ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Since ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Is he an acquaintance of yours ?

A. lam casually acquainted with him; yes.
Q. Well, where did he live when you got him to do this work for you ?

A. That I don’t know,—where he lives.
Q. Where was he when you asked him to do it ?

A. He was up here at the State House.
Q. What was he doing here ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. You invited him to go to your house and write this bill off?
A. Not exactly in that way.
Q. How was it ? tell us about it.
A. I told him I had considerable writing to do, and I wished he would

come and help me; I knew he was a good penman, and he said he
would come over to my house that night and make out my bill for me,
and he did so.

Q. What did you pay for nails ?

A. It depends upon the price at the time I buy them.
Q. What did you pay for nails which you put into the State House ?

A. Five dollars, $5 60, ?6, and f6.50, according to what kind of nails
they were.

Q. Well, threepenny common nails ?
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A. Well, they are eight or nine cents a pound; I don’t know which.
Q. Well, tenpenny ?

A. Tenpenny aint so much.
Q. How much ?

A. About $5 a keg, or |5.50.
Q. Well, do you mean to say you paid $3 or f5.50 ?

A. I mean to say I did not; no, not quite so much.
Q. How much did you pay ?

A. Because I don’t think people—l, or anybody else—would take a
job and pay so much and sell for so much; they would not getalong very
well.

Q. Well, how much did you pay ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Do you know what the-price of nails is a keg?
A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. You don’t know how much you paid ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Who did you buy of?
A. John E. Bowker & Co.
Q. Have you got their bill ?

A. Yes, sir; I think so.
Q. Won’t you look at it, and see what you paid. Here are 12 lbs. of

linen sack-line; where did you get that ?

A. I got it there.
Q. At Bowker’s ?

A. Yes, sir; at Bowker’s.
Q„ Well, won’t you tell us how much you paid for nails ?

A. I cannot do it.
Q, Aint it on the bill ?

Mr. Colburn. Here is one bill for seven pounds of nails.
A. Seven cents.
Q, Did you buy all the nails you used of Bowker ?

A. Yes, sir—no, I didn’t; I think these threepenny and fourpenny
nails I bought in Dock Square ; I don’t know that I did—l think so.

Q. Did you pay Bowker the prices that are put down here in this bill ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. What did you pay him ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. You don’t know what you paid him ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why did you have this bill made out in this way, sir ? why didn’t

you have it made out just as you paid him ?

A. Because it is customary to do so.
Q. Well, customary to do so ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. Are there any casks of nails on either of those bills ?

Mr. Shaw. Yes, sir.
Mr. McNutt. Three dollars and a half is the usual price, and ho has

charged f6.
43
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Q. Did you pay more than §3.50 a cask for these nails ?

A, I think I did; yes, sir.
Mr. Peiece. There are five casks on that bill.
Q. Well, these things upon these bills are charged just the same as

they appear on the bills ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. But you didn't pay what appears to be charged here ?

A. I paid once a month; when I paid my bill, of course I got a little
percentage off.

Q. Well, don’t you know how much?
A. No; I don’t know.
Q. You cannot tell that, eh?

A. No. sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) This bill says at net cash prices, Mr. Simmons ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that bill made at the time the stuff was bought?
A. No, sir, I think not; I don’t know that it was; perhaps it was. I

don’t know when it was made.
Q. (By Mr. Yeert.) What are “ Cherry beads”?
A. These are hard pine, and if it was cherry it would be red.
Q. Were there not beads upon these windows before?
A. There were beads in them; yes.
Q. What kind were they ?

A. Cherry.
Q. What became of them ?

A. I suppose they went with the old wood, because they were of no
use. There were sashes there before, too.

Q. You have charged here a walnut washstand; where is that?
A. Well, there are four different ones charged there; I don’t know

what particular one you have reference to.
Q. Well, I don’t know; it is under the date of October 8: “Walnut

washstand, |23.”
A. I think that is in the secretary’s office.
Q. Well, where did you put the other walnut washstands ?

A. Put one in the clerk of the House of Representatives’ room, one
in the surgeon-general’s office, and one in Frank Tufts’s room.

Q. Where did you get that walnut washstand which you put into the
secretary’s room ?

A. I got them all at the Bay State Mills.
Q. What did you give ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q, Have you got the bill of it?
A. I think the bill is somewhere here.
Q. Well, it will show what yon gave for it?
A. The bill will show the price; yes, sir.
Q. The bill will show what you paid?
A. I don’t think it will, sir.
Q. You don’t think it will?
A. No, no more than a hardware bill will.
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Will you tell me whether it is a washstand that
has two solid ends, parallel ends, drawers on both ends ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It would be between $l6 and $l7 ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Carved handles ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Veery.) Well, Mr. Simmons, I want toknow upon what

theory you buy; for instance, you go and buy a walnut washstand, and
suppose it to be true that you pay $lB, upon what theory do you justify
yourself in charging the State f 23P

A. [After looking at the bill.] Upon what theory ?

Q. Yes; upon what theory do you justify yourself in charging $23
when you paid $lB ? Did you pay $2O ?

A. I don’t know what I did pay for them; they are different prices.
Mr. Paul. If there is any discount on that bill, it will show at the

bottom of it, sir.
Mr. Churchill. The bill shows where it comes from,
Mr. Paul. If there is any discount on the bill, it will show on the bot-

tom of it.
Mr. Merry. But not necessarily.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) I wish you would answer that question, Mr.

Simmons,—whether you justify yourself in charging $23 for a washstand
that you paid $2O for ?

A. I justify myself in the matter of trade, such as if you were keeping
a dry goods store and you buy stock 60 per cent, below what it cost,
and sell it for 50 per cent. more.

Q. That is the way which you justify yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, people who keep dry goods stores spend their time in wait-

ing upon their customers P
A. Exactly.
Q. Well, you didn’t spend yours in waiting upon your customers ?

A. I spent all my time, every bit, here.
Q. You were paid for doing it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were paid every day for your work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It was not your time; it was the State’s time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, what business had you to charge the State a profit, when you

were employed to come here and attend to this business ?

A, Well, there is another-consideration; you pay your bills once a
month and lay out of your money perhaps a year.

Q. That is another. You seem to be a little expeditious in getting
your pay, only $2OO being left of your $5,000 ?

A. Yes.
Mr. Peirce. Inside of three months.
Mr. Yerry. Yes, inside of three months.
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A. Everything I got was legitimately; that is to say, approved the
same way as the others.

Q. Exactly. You haven’t any great complaint to make of laying out
ofyour money ?

Q, (By Mr. Shaw.) You didn’t have any shop rent to pay while you
were doing the work?

A. I did not; no.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) There is a bill there under the date of the 9th

of December, $l9 for a walnut washstand ; I wish you would look to that,
and see where it went to ?

A. That went into the surgeon-general’s office ?

Q. Well, why didn’t you charge the State with it ?

A. Perhaps that might have been a mistake.
Q. Yr ou cannot afford to make mistakes like that ?

A. Yr es, that might have been a mistake.
Q. Wfill, come round here and see if you can find it charged any-

where ; if you cannot, it is a mistake. [After examining the book.]
There, now, we have found three wash-stands; that one don’t seem to be
charged at all ?

A. It seems not.
Q. Now, what did you do with the old window-weights; I see you

have charged considerable of an item here for window-weights ?

A. Those that were heavy enough to hang the sashes over again I
kept, and those that were not I didn’t.

Q. Well, what did you do with them ?

A. What did Ido with them ?

Q. Yes?
A. I didn’t do anything with them.
Q. Well, you ought to have done something with them.
A, I didn’t do anything with them at all.
Q. Where did you put them ?

A. As I took them out of the rooms I laid them on the floor.
Q. Did you leave them lying on the floor ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Never took them up; never took any care of them ?

A. No more than putting them on the floor; they were nothing that
would spoil very easily.

Q. Well, you don’t know what became of them ?

A. I don’t know; I think there are three or four down in the shop, if
I am not mistaken.

Q. I thought you said there wasn’t any down in your shop P
A. That was a question in regard to lead.
Q. Well, aint these lead ?

A. No, sir.
Q Iron ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say you think you have three or four down there now ?

A. Yes, sir; I think there are.
Mr. Shaw. What has he charged for these iron weights ?
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Mr Yerry. Eight hundred pounds at three and a half cents.
Mr. Shaw— to Mr. McNutt. What is the price you pay for them?

Mr. McNutt. One and three-quarters, and two cents.
Q. (By Mr. Vebry.) Do you know what you paid for these iron

weights ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Where did you get them ?

A. Got them at the hardware store.
Q. At Bowker’s ?

A. Yes, sir; I think they were.
Q. “Sash-weights, cents,”—just the same charge, exactly. Well,

what kind of an agreement did you have with Bowker for your discount
here P

A. I had no agreement at all.
Q. Nor with the shop ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You don’t know how much you were to get off?
A, I don’t know, sir.
Q. Don’t you know that nails, which you have charged 5 cents a pound

for, the market price was only 3J or 3| cents ?

A. I don’t.
Q. You don’t know anything about it ?

A. No, sir; the lowest I heard nails were then was §4 50.
Q. Four dollars and a half?
A. I think so.
Q. Have you taken the trouble to see how much of your account is

labor and how much of it is material ?

A. No, I aint.
Mr. Colburn. This bill, I believe, has been tabulated.
Mr. Yerry. It has been.
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir. [Handing the bill to the Chairman.]
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Did you charge Mr. Wiley a profit on the stuff

you furnished to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Charged him just the same as you charged the State ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, did you make these purchases for Mr. Wiley yourself: seven

feet of chestnut; did you buy that ?

A. I think so.
Q. Eight turned banisters; did you buy these P
A. I think so.
Q. Two hundred and sixty lbs. of pine sheathing, I think it is; do you

know how much you paid for the pine sheathing?
A. Ido not.
Q. Four hundred feet IJ-inoh pine, seven cents; how much did you

pay for l|-inch pine ?

A. I don’t know; lam not sure.
Q. What is a fair price for it?
A, It depends upon the quality.
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Q. Well, such as you used,—1 J-incb pine ?

A. 1 think, perhaps, $7O or $72, or somewhere along thereabouts; I
mean $6O or $65.

Q. Sixty or sixty-five dollars a thousand ?

A. I think nothing less than that.
Mr. Vekhv. How is that, Mr. Paul ?

Mr. Paul. That is about the price for the best quality. It runs all the
way down to $33.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) You procured this material for Mr. Wiley’s
house; this was a house which you did for him; this was on his dwelling-
house ?

A. It was.
Q. A new house he was building, or an old one he was repairing ?

A. No, sir; I take that back; it was on his stable.
Q. Well, this work was done on his stable ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you superintend it any P
A. 1 did not.
Q. All you did was to send your men there and furnish the material ?

A. Exactly.
Q. That is exactly what you did ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You charged him a profit on the material you furnished ?

A. I did.
Q. Just as you charged the State a profit on the material you fur-

nished to it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, what business had you to use the time of the State in work-

ing for Mr. Wiley ? You charged the State every day for your labor P
A. I did,

Q. Well, now, what business had you to use the time, for which you
charged the State, to work for Mr. Wiley ?

A. I didn’t do it.
Q. You went round and made purchases there; you bought these

things; you bought sheathing, blinds, butts, screws, mouldings, brackets,
and pine boards, etc., etc.; you did that ?

A. Yes, sir; that is, I don’t say I did it all in person myself; I had a
man over there who was there all the time, and whatever he wanted he
got.

Q. You said you did this ?

A. I didn’t understand that I did it personally, myself, every time.
Q, Well, you didn’t understand where the answer was coming, that is

the trouble ?

A. I didn’t answer that; you asked me personally, myself.
Q I asked you if you bought these things for Mr. Wiley, and you

said you did; and I asked you if you charged profit on them, and you
said yon did ; well, now didn’t you?

A I did not.
Q. Well, four mortise locks; did you buy those ?
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A. I think I did ; I got them made to order.
Q. Well, where; whereat?
A. At Willcutt & Thaxter’s, 420 Washington Street; there is such a

thing as buying those locks you speak of. Now, oftentimes I went in,
after I had done work at the State House, at 6 o’clock; and if I did that,
which I don’t say I did, it is my own time, and many of the things
charged here were bought in the same way.

Q. Well, were they ?

A. I think they were.
Q. Well, what thing on here was bought in the same way?
A. Well, I might have perhaps felt quite smart after climbing over

the dome the day before, and got to the hardware store at half-past six in
the morning.

Q. It would not be open then, would it?
A. Yes.
Q. A hardware store open at half-past six in the morning?
A. Yes, sir; in the summer-time.
Q. Whose hardware store was open at half-past six in the morning ?

A. John E. Bowker’s.
Q. Will you swear that you went there as early as half-past six ?

A. I do, sir.
Q. Well, what time did you start to get there ?

A. About ten minutes past six.
Q. Well, you did go to Bowker’s at 6.30 in the morning ?

Mr. Churchill. What date was that bought ?

Mr. Terry. The 24th of September.
Mr. Churchill. It was nearly fall; it was not summer.
Q. (By Mr. \ errt.) Don’t you think, Mr. Simmons, that you have

got just about as much out of the State as you ought to have for what
you did for her, taking it all in all ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Hadn’t you better receipt it, and call it square ?

A. I don’t feel that way; no.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Simmons, I would like to ask you one

question. Who painted the cases of the windows ?

A. What cases do you mean ?

Q. Well, the windows where you put in new sashes. Did you make
any eases at all ?

A. I don’t know but I did.
Q. Well, did you?
A. I cannot remember everything from day to day. I will tell you as

far as I remember.
Q. Well, if you will, please tell me as far as you remember ?

A, What is your question ?

Q. Who painted the cases in the windows where you put sashes or
cases ?

A. Where have you reference to ? What cases, and where P
Q. Didn’t you put in some new sashes here ?

A. I did; yes.
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Q. Did you make any new cases or frames ? I don’t want you to
evade the question because I don’t ask it technically correct. Who
painted them ? That is the question.

A. If you have reference to the windows, Mr. Flood did.
Q. Did anybody else do any painting for you, or anything about the

windows, frames, cases, or anything else ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did they do it for the State and charged it in your bill ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q You said, if I had reference to certain things, Mr. Flood did it.

Have you any idea that anybody did anything else in the way of painting
here, except Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you have any plumbing done,at the same time that the repairs

were done on the State House, in Telegraph Street, South Boston, by Mr,
Barrett ?

A. I did not; nor by anybody else.
Q. Nor since then P
A. Nor since then.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you ever do any work for Mr. Wiley

before this job which you did at the time the State House work was
going on ?

A. I never did.
Q. That is the only job you have ever done P
A. That is the only job I ever did.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You stated you charged the same pi'ofit to the

State that you did to Mr. Wiley?
A. I did.
Q. I understand you bought some lead weights of Mr. Barrett for

Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. You paid him 15 cents a pound for them, and you charged 15 cents

a pound on your bill ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Then of course you didn’t charge the State any more profit than

you did Mr. Wiley?
A. Not on that I didn’t.
Q. That is not the question. You stated you didn’t charge the State

any more profit than you did Mr. Wiley; now, on those weights, did you
charge Mr. Wiley any more profit ?

A. I didn’t charge Mr. AViley any more than what the bill is; I didn’t.
Q. 'Well, you should not charge the State any more profit, should you ?

A. AAr ell, that is not a reason why you should let everything go for
nothing, if you give one item away.

Q. AVhy should you charge the State any profit, when you were hired
by them to work for the year, to do the work on this State House ?

A. lam not hired in that way.
Q. You are hired every day?
A. lam here to see if there is anything to do; and if there is not, I
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don’t make any charge for it. I lose my time, the same as every other
mechanic, when he is not at work, and make no charge for it.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You don’t appear to do much outside; only the
State House work ?

A. No, I have not.
Q. Then you live on what you get to do here ?

A. If I don’t get any more than I have for the last two or three
months, I cannot live on it.

Q, If you get a four months’job every year, it will carry you along a
little ?

A. Well, I would like to have it a little longer—six months.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) At the time you began this work, was any-

thing said to you by any of the commissioners whether you were to
charge any profit on your materials ?

A. There was not a word mentioned either way. The way I took it
there was nothing said; I was set to do this work and charge the same
as everybody else, and make a profit on this work like anybody else.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Other mechanics have a shop rent to pay, and
where they charge a profit they don’t charge their own time. Isn’t that
the custom with mechanics ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Suppose you had some 40 or 50 men at work,

where would you charge your time for one day’s work P If you were
overseeing these men all round, who would you charge it to ? Charge it
all round ?

A. Well, that would be a discussion among the parties who do the
work. There is such a thing as a man that has three or four dozen jobs
getting perhaps two days in.

Q. Now, this profit on stock and on labor is for what? To pay you
for your services in overseeing your men, and your shop rent, and wear
and tear on tools, isn’t it ?

A. Yes, sir; that is what we calculate.
Q. So you charged a profit on your shop, and had no shop rent to pay,

and you charged double profit ?

A. No, sir; I didn’t charge double profit. I charged the same as
anybody else. I claim I charged the same as if they had got anybody
else to do it.

Q (By Mr, Colburn.) But these other mechanics here, while they
charge a profit on their stock and men, they charge nothing for their own
time; why did you charge your own time ?

A. Well, because I was here every day.
Q, So were some of these other men. Why did you make your bills

different to any other men ?

A. I have no doubt every one who was here all day charged a full day’s
work, and he is foolish if he didn’t.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You answered me some time ago that you
knew of no amount of old lead in your place down stairs. Do you know
whether any lead, from 300 to 400 lbs. to 1,000 lbs , has gone from your
shop within a week or ten days,—of old lead lam speaking of?

44
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A. I don’t know.
Q. And jT ou don’t know that from 300 to 1,000 lbs. have been in your

shop any time within two months ?

A. 1 do.
Q, Well, whore did that come from ?

A. It came down stairs. What did I say—two months?
Q. I asked within two months ?

A. I answer that I don’t know of any lead being in my shop within
two months.

Q. Well, then, within three months ?

A. I think there was.
Q. Well, where did that come from ?

A. I don’t know from what place it came out oft’; it came down stairs.
Q. “It came down stairs ”; did it walk down ?

A. No, I think not; saw a man bring it into my place; didn’t watch
the man come down stairs.

Q. You don’t know where it came from ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And you don’t know where it has gone to ?

A. I know I have not seen any there within three months, and I think
at that time Mr. Wiley called Mr. Barrett’s attention to something that
was down in the shop, and Mr. Barrett has already stated here in his tes-
timony that he gave you credit for the lead that was there at the time.

Q. No, he has not given us credit for lead which was in your shop, by
any means. You only know the lead was brought down stairs to your
shop within three months ?

A. I cannot set the time, whether it was within three months or not;
I think it was during the time these repairs on the State House were
going on.

Q. And was placed in your shop P
A. I think it was.

James Barrett—Recalled.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Now, Mr. Barrett, will you tell me where
your credit for the lead came from ?

A. The question was asked of me by Mr. Wiley; I was sent for by
order of Mr. Simmons, and he asked me in reference to the old lead.
That was the first question which was asked me. I said I hadn’t taken
all the old load away, and that there was a lot of old lead in the building
which was not taken away; and Mr. Wiley said I had better go and take
that away, and take my bill and give credit for it on the bill. I went to
the auditor’s office and got the bill and went down stairs and I estimated,
as near as I could get at it, that there was between 500 and 600 lbs.; I
put that on the bill and passed it into the auditor’s office again.

Q. That was the credit you gave the State ?

A. Yes, sir; the bill was already in then, when Mr. Wiley asked me
about it.

Q. Was that the lead in Simmons’s room P
A. Yes, sir.
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George H. Simmons—Recalled.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Who has charge of your room down there ?

A. I do, I suppose.
Q. Any one else have access to it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who ?

A. The engineer, firemen and all the watchmen in the house, and the
men who take away ashes, have access to it; at least they go into it if
there is anybody there.

Q. Did you ever lose anything in it P
A. I have.
Q. Articles belonging to the State or to yourself?
A. I have lost tools there.
Q. Will you leave your book in my charge on which the charges

against Mr. Wiley appear ?

A. Yes, sir; I will.
[Adjourned till 10 a. m,, Thursday, the 22d April, 1875.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Thursday, April 22, 1875.

Robert R. Wiley—Recalled —Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Have you your books of account with you,

Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir; here they are.
Q. These, I understand, are your original books of account ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are these the original entries ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the entries in this book were made from day to day as the

work progressed ?

A. Yes, sir; they were made in the ledger, but were made here every
night.

Q. Are those in your handwriting ?

A. Yes, sir; the entries are. Some of the names were written by the
young ladies in my employ.

Q. What do you mean by entries P
A. I wrote that there; every entry is made by myself, and they after-

wards put in the names.
Q. When were the names put in ?

A. Sometimes they were written on Monday, and sometimes through
the week.

Q. So that the names are all put down ?

A. The names are all put down, and every item shows where the men

worked.
Q. Are the names put down before the other entries are made ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And those names upon the State House work were put down

before the entries were made ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. By whom were they put down ?

A. Sometimes I wrote them myself, sometimes they were done by one,
and sometimes another; but every one of those (the entries) were put
down by myself.

Q. Who are the young ladies you refer to ?

A. Miss Kelly and Miss Faunce.

ELEVENTH HEALING.
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Q. They live with you ?

A. Yes, sir; sometimes, when I have a great deal to do, they are a

great help to me. Every entry is made in my own handwriting.
Q. This book is where you keep your accounts with other persons,

and it shows it exactly ?

A. Yes, sir; it shows exactly.
Q. I observe that you have not carried out any figures as to the

amounts; isn’t it the custom to do so ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Never carried it out?
A. No, sir; the price is here.
Q. That is the price for material ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The price for labor is never carried out ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So, when you say the entries were made by you, you simply mean

that at the time this work was done, you made the entries, “ State House,”
“ Eastern Railroad,” without carrying out anything ?

A. Exactly.
Q. Either as to the amount; and that these names were written in at

another time by some one else, either by Miss Faunoe or Miss Kelly, the
two young ladies who live at your house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, So that your bill really is not made up P
A. I will show you how it is carried out. [Witness took the book,

and pointed out the entries to Mr. Colburn.]
Q. Now, in whose handwriting are these entries ?

A. My clerk’s handwriting; he does it nights.
Q. And when were these entries made?
A. Generally on Mondays,
Q. Once a week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He takes that book ?

A. And copies on to that one.
Q. Take the first item there—what he had on this book was simply

State House, which was transferred to the other book—what is that ?

A. Mason and tender.
Q. One day’s work, mason and tender. How did he know there was

a mason and tender that day ?

A. There is the mason side, and this is the tender side.
Q. Is it uniformly so, all through the book ?

A. Yes, sir; you will find it so.
Q. What date is this ?

A. The 22d.
Q. The 22d; that is where the entry comes from ?

A. Yes, sir. Now the 23d
Q. Now the 23d. Hero is the 22d,
A. This stock he puts down at the end of the week, and that over

there.
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Q. The 23d—to two days’ work, mason and tender ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then, if I understand you, your uniform custom is to put the

masons on one side and the tenders on the other, simply from your
memorandum of the place; he puts down the number of men and the
amount of ihe work ?

A. Yes, sir; you will find it so in every place.
Senator Verky. What is that charge—two days’ work, mason and

tender ?

Mr. Colburn. Fifteen dollars and fifty cents.
Q. (By Senator Verky.) What is your price ?

A. Five dollars for masons and $2.76 for tender.
Q. How does that happen to be in that shape P
A. That was put in there, and the names were crossed off, and there

wasn’t room to put it there. That is a new man.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Is it charged the same way ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What makes the difference there ?

A. It is a new man I hired
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Is it not the practice that the names are put on

at the same time P
A. Y'es, sir.
Q. And your knowledge as to what to put down was derived from

your personal observation by being here ?

A. Y'es, sir.
Q. You were here substantially all the time ?

A. No, sir; I came here once a day.
Q. And you put a man down if you found him here ?

A. Yr es, sir.
Q. And didn’t require any receipt from the men ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. . Take the third item,—what is that ?

Senator Verky. What is the date of it ?

Mr. Colburn. The 24th, isn’t it ? [To Witness.] “Eastern Railroad,”
etc., —these were made up once a week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, as to the charges for materials,—that is where you put down

the amount ?

A. Y'es, sir.
Q. And you put that all down ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. With the time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And those were charged at the house when they came from the

work ?

A. Yes, sir; we took their time. Those bills are put down on the
ledger separate [pointing to several items].

Q. Tlie bricks and other material used here,—were they all used up, or
was there any overplus ?
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A. I guess they were all used up.
Q. There was nothing to carry back P
A. I don’t think there was.
Q. You know, don’t you ?

A. Yes, sir; there was nothing,
Q. These prices, $5 a day for the masons, and $2.75 for the tenders,

were those the regular prices for masons and tenders last fall ?

A. Some charged $3.
Q. For tenders P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. No one charged less than $2,75?
A. I didn’t know of any one.
Q. I observe upon the tabulated bill a memorandum at the bottom,

“ vouchers wanted ”-of certain persons,—are these the vouchers that are
wanted ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) Has that bill been tabulated ?

A. Yes, sir; it is all on that. Mr, wanted some account of the
items of some things we did that wasn’t in that original account. Those
we kept by themselves. [Witness explained several other items.]

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I observed, in your former examination, in
answer to the question, “ How much did you charge yourself ?” you
answered, “ Five dollars for masons and f2.50 for tenders? ”

A. It is a mistake; it should be $2.75, and I so stated; it must have
been a mistake in copying.

Q. I see that in your former examination you stated that Mr. Flood
did some painting for you while this work was going on ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did not Mr. Simmons do some carpentering work for you while

this work was going on ?

A. Yes, sir; he did.
Q. Can you state the amounts of the bills in those cases ?

A. Mr. Flood’s job I have never had any bill of; the job is not done;
he has got some blinds to put on. Mr. Simmons’s bill was some $53 or
$54,1 think.

Q, Were the same men employed upon your house that were em-
ployed here ?

A. Mr, Simmons sent his men to my house ; I don’t know where from ;

two of them were taken sick and didn’t come, and I went and spoke to
him about others taking their place, and he sent two men. When they
got done, they were discharged, and didn’t come back. One carpenter
came from the State House.

Q. Only one carpenter from the State House ?

A, Only one, I think; I don’t know of but one.
Q. Did any other mechanics, employed about the State House, do any

work upon your house ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Parker repaired two roofs to the L parts.
Q. How much was that bill ?

A. I don’t remember what the bill was.
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Q. Any one else ?

A. Hicks & Badger fixed some conductors.
Q. No one else?
A. No, sir.
Q. The plumbers didn’t do anything for you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So that four of the persons employed at the State House did work

at or about the same time upon your house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have any of the bills of these men who did work upon your house

and who were also employed upon the State House, been paid ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who ?

A. Mr. Parker, and Messrs. Hicks & Badger; and I gave Mr Flood
foOO on account.

Q, As to the necessity for the plumbing here in the State House, did
you rely to a great extent upon the judgment of the plumbers—whether
it was necessary to be done ?

A. I did ; I saw when we came into the Senate rooms that the wash-
bowls were in a very bad state; there was nothing to prevent tire leak
from running down, and I authorized them to put a pan under there to
catch it.

Q. But my precise question was this: In determining upon what
plumbing should be done, did you rely, to a great extent, on the judg-
ment of the plumber ?

A. Yes, sir; there were some three or four wash-bowls, I think, out-
side of there.

Q. Substantially, then, you told the plumber to go to work and do
what was needed P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Nothing was said about the prices or rates to be charged for

materials and labor ?

A. I spoke to Mr. Simmons two or three times about the work, and I
saw the plumbers myself.

Q. Bqt nothing was said about the price or charge for materials ?

A. Nothing; no, sir.
Q. It was the same, I suppose, with Mr. Simmons; you relied, to a

great extent, upon his judgment as to the carpentry ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And nothing was said about the prices of the work or stock ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you hire the painter—Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir; I guess the commission hired him by vote.
Q. I meant, did you tell him to go to work ? did you tell him he had

got the contract?
A No, sir; neither him nor Mr. Clark, nor the first carpenter; they

had one carpenter come here first.
Q. The question was asked you when you were examined before:
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“ What portion ofyour bill is for work that was not contemplated at the
time of the passage of the Resolve ? ”

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Your answer was: “I do not know that I can say anything about

it without looking over my papers,” which you said you would do before
this investigation was over ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And this memorandum you have given me is what you think was

not contemplated in the Resolve ?

A. Yes, sir; there is one item there—eight arms ordered—and they
wanted me to keep it separate, but I found it a very difficult job to do;
then they set the steam-pump in, and we had to have extra men to put it
in, and it all had to be put in this bill.

Q, Y'ou say you have paid Mr. Flood foOO on account; when was
that payment?

A. In December.
Q. Is there any carpentering work charged on that bill ?

A. I hired one man.
Q. What was his name ?

A. Mr. Randall; it is on this other time; he is charged as a mason ; I
will give a description of that by and by.

Q. About what was the number of men you had here ?

A. There were 661| days for masons, and 45CJ days for tenders.
Q. My inquiry was not as to the whole time, but to the average num-

ber of men employed about the State House; I mean, as to your own
job, and not to the other one ?

A. I thought I had that with me. [Looking among the papers.]
Q. Well,’ state about what number ?

A. We started with four masons, and two or three tenders. Some-
times we had five or six; and one day, I think we had seven.

Q. Seven masons, and as many tenders ?

A. No; they didn’t average quite so many as that. We had some
men getting the lumber over from Charlestown, and we hauled it into
the different rooms.

Q. Did you have any foreman here to look after the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is his name ?

A. His name is Smith.
Q. And he kept no account of the time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You were here every day ?

A. I didn’t miss but three days.
Q. And so kept the time yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, In your former examination, you stated that it was voted by the

commission that you be employed to do a certain portion of the work.
It would appear from the examination, then, that there was no record of
the vote. Have you examined the records of the commission to see if
there was any such vote ?

45
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A. The first time we met, we were talking over one thing or another,
and there was some talk about the painters, and it was suggested by Mr.
Kimball that we had got to get ready inside and outside with the whiten-
ing and mason-work, and it was decided for me to do that work; and
that was before any painter was decided on at all. I went on and did it.

Q. I mean, have you examined the record ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And have no knowledge of it?
A. No, sir; Mr. Kimball kept the record.
Q. Your work, I see, continued up to the 31st of December?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. The plumbers’job, the painters of the inside, and the carpenters’

work, all ended about that time ?

A. I guess the plumbers ended before that. I don’tknow about it; but
I think it ended before.

Q. The others ended about the same time ?

A. About the same time ; yes, sir. I think some orders were given by
Mr. Kimball and myself to put some narrow strips around some of the
rooms.

Q. Were the materials you furnished charged at cost, or did you
charge an advance ?

A. I charged an advance.
Q. You charged your profit?
A. I charged the same as I charge other people.
Q. You usually make a profit on both the materials and the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the rate per cent, of profit charged on materials which

you furnished ?

A. I don’t know as I could tell exactly; I charged the State the same
as I charge anybody else.

Q. About how much ?

A. Some five per cent, and some ten.
Q. Was there none of it above ten per cent. ?

A. I think not.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) In this connection, I would like to ask what

paving-brick are worth ?

A. About $l5 a thousand. I charged $l6 on the bill.
Q. You paid $l5?
A. Yes, sir; that is taken out of Turner & Kidney’s bill.
Q. What did you pay for the fire-brick ?

A. I cannot tell what I paid for those.
Q. What did you pay for the lime ?

A. A dollar and a quarter, and $1.20 on the wharf, and used the teams
myself.

Q. Did you charge for the use of the teams ?

A. Yes, sir; I charged $1.30 for the lime.
Q, And what for cement ?

A. It costs about $2 on the wharf; there is a difference in that; some-
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times it is $2.10, and sometimes we get it for a little less. This brought
here was the best.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What is the charge there for cement ?

A. Two dollars fifty, and $1.30 for lime.
Q Is that the best ?

A. Yes, sir; we tried to have the best.
Q. Where did you get the lime P
A. We got a good deal of it at Roby’s; he generally keeps the best.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) When you employed the mechanics or work-

men to do jobs here, you said nothing to them about any profits to be
made upon the stock ?

A. I did not; I was not authorized. The only vote of the commis-
sioners was upon the oil and lead and glass.

Q. You employed Hicks & Badger, and they employed Morss &

Whyte ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The work was done for Hicks & Badger; did you know they

were going to do it ?

A. No, sir; we got one coat on, and then I went down to Hicks &

Badger’s and got them to do it.
Q. Were they unwilling to do it?
A. No, sir.
Q. Why didn’t you get Morss & Whyte to do it at first ?

A I supposed Hicks & Badger would have this copper-wire.
Q. You would have saved Hicks & Badger’s profit on Morss &

Whyte’s bill, if you had employed them ?

A. I don’t know that they made any profit.
Q. If they did make any profit, you would have saved it by employing

Morss'& Whyte ?

A. If they made any profit, it would.
Q. As I understand you, you say that a profit would have been saved

ifyou had employed Morss & Whyte directly, instead of employing Hicks
& Badger, if they made any profit ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Wouldn’t Mr. Wiley have charged a profit on

the same thing ?

A. No, sir; I haven’t charged any profit on Turner & Kidney’s bill,
or any other thatI have paid, and on no material except what I furnished
myself.

Q. So, if you had employed Morss & Whyte, you would have saved
the profit of Hicks & Badger, by employing them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, There is no reason to believe that Morss & Whyte, if you had

employed them, would have charged the State any more than anyone
else ?

A. I suppose not. It looks a little clumsy now, and I didn’t know
but they would fix it.

Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Simmons’s selling or giving
away sashes ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Or carting away old lumber from this building to his house ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Whether there was any difficulty in obtaining rooms to lock things

up in ?

A. I never heard of any difficulty till 1 heard the testimony here.
Q, If they had applied to you, you would have furnished some place,

wouldn’t you P
A Yes, sir. I never knew of anything being stolen till I heard it

upon the stand here.
Q. And as to the old lead—there was no more difficulty in preserving

it than there was in keeping new lead ?

A. I should say not.
Q. I understand you to say you know nothing whatever about Mr.

Simmons's carting away lumber to his house, or selling sashes, or giving
away sashes ?

A. No, sir.
Q, As to the work done by Mr. Meany ; did you employ him ?

A. I did.
Q. The same as other men were employed,—nothing was said about

the cost of materials or the price of labor ?

A. No, sir; he went to work.
Q, Are you a judge of the kind of work done by Mr. Meany ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You think the charge for the work he did is reasonably low ?

A. Yes, sir; I think it is f2OO under what the commission thought it
would be. It w7 as a bad job; they had to sit on the steps to do all the
cutting, working on a half or three-quarters of an inch pitch, when the
usual pitch is about an eighth of an inch. Some of the steps had to be
taken out.

Q. Except being exposed to the rays of the sun, was the work any
more difficult than such work usually is?

A. Yes, sir; they usually put the stone upon a bank where they can
stand and work; but here they had to sit or kneel to it.

The Chairman. The accounts that Mr, Mitchell and Mr. Baxter ren-
dered were verified by their books, Mr. McNutt.

Mr. Yekky. The last I saw of them was that Mr. Shaw and Mr. Mc-
Nutt were going to take their accounts and verify them from the books.

Mr. Wiley. They did; they took them, and they were handed to Mr.
Clark.

Mr. Shaw. Mitchell’s books had the indication that the charges were
made at the time, but Baxter’s books didn’t.

Mr. Wiley. If you remember, Mr. Clark, you came in just as we were
going out, and there was another committee meeting, and you took the
papers, Mitchell’s and Baxter’s bills, in your hands.

Mr. McNutt. Have your bills been down in the auditor’s room since,
to be audited and tabulated, or anything of that kind ?

Mr. Wiley. No, sir; they were all together at the time, so that each
one could be taken up,
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Mr. McNutt. I don’t see how they got separated from them, if they
were all together at the time.

Q. (By Mr. Paul ) In your last testimony, I find it is stated that you
received a quarter of a dollar a day on Mitchell’s bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And then you replied that you hadn’t received any on Mr. Baxter’s?
A. I hadn’t spoken to him until that day, when he spoke in the room

about it.
Q. You said you were entitled to it ?

A. I thought I was entitled to it, but Captain Baxter said he was not
going to give it.

Q. Will you state to the Committee on what principle you were enti-
tled to it ?

A. I was working here with my men, and Captain Baxter, who had
done the work here for the last few years, said he would like to put on a
few men; and if he hadn’t have put on his men, Mr. Mitchell would have
put on his, and I should certainly have been entitled to that from Mr.
Mitchell, and it took less men for Mr. Mitcaell to have when Captain
Baxter put on his.

Q. Why not, if you are entitled to a profit on the,,men put on by these
whiteners—why not entitled to the same on the painters, plumbers and
carpenters ?

A. Well, I was authorized to get a carpenter, you know, and the
painters I didn’t put on anywhere ; I didn’tput on any painter.

Q. Well, you were a commissioner on the State House ?

A. Yes.
Q. One of the sub-committeeP
A. Yes, sir; they authorized me to do these things.
Q. Well, do you think they supposed at that time that you were enti-

tled to these commissions?
A. Why, certainly; they supposed I was going to do the mason-work.

If I had hired the plasterers at fl a day, and put them in here, I could
have charged fo a day, and had a profit of a dollar a day, and a profit on
the tenders, but still it would have made more work of it. There is a
commission, Mr. Paul, given; and if I get a whitener to do a job on
your house, I get a certain commission out of it, and I suppose all me-
chanics do the same.

Q. Well, it looks to me like a very bad principle to establish.
A. Well, it is established all through the country, and all through Bos-

ton, Mr. Paul.
Q, lam speaking of a job similar to this, because, if a man is entitled

to a quarter, he can make it a half. I cannot see on what principle you
could claim a profit on these other parties, like whiteners, which is a dif-
ferent business Irom yours, any more than you can from other mechanics,
when they charge a profit ?

A. I furnished all the stock, and whatever running around there was
I did.

Q. I know; we have to do a great deal of these things for the honor.
A. I don’t know but that is so.
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Q. At, any rate, that is supposed when we take those commissions.
A. Well, there is considerable honor here and considerable running.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Well, supposing that Mr, Sanford, for instance,

—take that for an illustration,—supposing he had been made a sub-com-
mittee to look after this work being done as economically to the Com-
monwealth as possible; supposing he had taken a commission from these
different mechanics, how would that look ? He would be in the same
boat as you would be.

A. No, sir; he was not a mechanic.
Q, Well, I don’t see the difference.
A. I was a mason.
Q. You were made a sub-committee to look after the interests of the

Commonwealth, and you have gone in and taken commissions from these
men, when you were employed to look after the work.

A. I have only taken a commission from the mason, and that I claim
I have the right to do.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) It never occurred to you at any time that
there was any impropriety in your taking a job from the commission,
you being one of the commissioners ?

A. No, sir; it did not.
Q. Was Mr. Baxter’s time and Mr. Mitchell’s time taken every day?
A. No, sir; only when I took their time.
Q. Your book was not made up from their time taken at the time ?

A. No, sir; when they got through, I made it up from their bill.
Q. Did your men do any whitewashing ?

A. Yes, sir; my men did all the whitewashing, from the cupola to the
cellar.

Q. What part did Baxter’s men do ?

A. He did whitening with Mr. Mitchell.
Q. He didn’t do any mason-work ?

A. No, sir; all the mason-work was done by me, myself.
Q. He is a mason ?

A. Yes, sir; a mason and a whitener.
Q. Did you do whitening for other folks ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Could you point out what was done,—the

mason-work, whitening, etc., —to an expert?
A. Yes, sir; should be very happy to.
Q. Could not separate what the other men did from yours?
A. I can separate the mason-work very well.
Q. Because, in putting on an expert, we should have to put on a ma-

son, and a whitener, too ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Wiley, whom did you consult with

mostly, of the sub-committee, in regard to the repairs on the State House ?

A, Part of the time Mr. Kimball, and part of the time Dr. Loring.
Q. You testified formerly that Mr. McDonald was “ a driver,” and a

smart and able foreman ; from whom did you get your information, and
how did you make up your opinion ?
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A. I had always heard it; I heard it from Mr. Clark, whom he worked
for; I knew Mr. Clark used to drive his men pretty hard, and he would
not keep a man unless he was so. He served his time with him,—served
his apprenticeship with him,—and was with him thirty-six years.

Q. Were you asked by any one,—any member of the commission—to
vote for Mr. Flood to paint the inside P

A. I don’t know as I was.
Q. Any influence used with you at all by any member of the com-

mission ?

A. The thing was talked of; the talk was done right in the committee,
when we were all there together. Mr. Kimball got up and spoke about
Mr, Clark, and Dr. Coring spoke about Mr. Flood, and then the question
was asked by Mr. Sanford; he got speaking about this matter at this
time; at the next meeting, the matter came up again, and the question
was asked, which was the largest job, the outside or the inside. I spoke
up, and told them that I thought the inside was the largest job.

Q, That is not the exact question I want you to answer. Did any-
body ask you to vote or to use your influence with others to vote for Mr.
Flood P

A. No, sir; the way it stood was this: After the two parties—the two
champions you may call them—had made their talk on this painting busi-
ness, I saw but one way of settling it; I saw Mr. Kimball was anxious,
and Dr. Coring was pretty anxious, and I saw but one way out of it,
and that was to take and divide the work.

Q. Now, in regard to the committee business, Mr. Wiley,—you are a
member of the Senate,—is it not very often the case that sub-committees
are appointed by full committees to look after the different parts of the
work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And who were the sub-committee appointed by this whole com-

mission ?

A. Mr. Kimball and myself were, first; Dr. Coring was added some
little time afterwards.

Q. And were the sub-committee divided then; did they look after—-
any one of them—different parts of the work at all ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Kimball take any particular charge of any part ?

A. No particular part,—he was with me.
Q. Did he look after particularly the outside ?

A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. Well, then, did the sub-committee leave it to you mostly to look

out for everything round here ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Kimball said he had to be away a part of the time.
Q. Then you were a sort of general overseer yourself?
A. Yes, sir. After the painters were decided upon, as I said before,

then I asked Mr. Kimball if he had anybody else, and he said he had not;
then I asked him in regard to Mr. Simmons ; he said he had no objections
to bring towards him.
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Q. I ask those questions, because it seems most of the witnesses who
came here swore that Mr. Wiley gave them the orders to go to work?

A. I was authorized by the sub-committee to do that part of the work.
Q. You were a sub-committee of the sub-committee?
A. Yes, sir; and when I came to the different matters of the balus-

trades and fixing steps, and fixing the steps that go into the House of
Representatives, and cutting the windows out, then we met together—the
three of us—and voted on it.

Q. Did you give any orders at all in regard to the polishing ?

A. Well, I don’t seem to remember so much about that polishing,
although, if I went into a room and saw a desk looking bad and the room
looking well, it would be like me to give an order to have it polished.

Q. Did you give any orders to anybody for any room to be polished ?

A. I cannot say I did any particular room; I know I had a talk with
Major Morissey about polishing the desks.

Q. Was there any trouble in regard to making a contract or a price
for the inside of the State House, in your opinion, per yard, as charged
by Mr. Flood by the day? was there any difficulty in determining upon
the price when the commissioners approved the bills, in your opinion ?

A. I don’t know as I understand that, Mr. Churchill.
Q, When the bill from the painter Flood came to the commission,

having passed through Mr. Stickney’s hands, was there any difficulty in
your judging of that price, or refusing to audit that bill, and having
a survey or examination ?

A. There was not any refusal of the commission.
Q. They did audit the bill ?

A. Yes, sir; and all signed it.
Q. And took no pains to have any measurement made by which they

could arrive at some judgment ?

A. They did not after it passed Mr. Stickney’s hands.
Q. I notice that Mr. Clark testified that it was a very easy matter to

arrange this; he would do the work for such a price, and his price was
25 cents per square yard, not including preparation of the walls for the
work; and then in the testimony of yourself, you were asked by Mr.
Terry, “Something has been said about difficulties in making contracts
for doing some of this work—l do not know as it applies to painting—l
want to know whether there was any difficulty in making a contract to
paint the interior of the State House by the yard after you got through
preparing it for the painters? Was it not left so that the painter could
go immediately about this work ? ” You answered, “ No, sir.” But what
I want to do is to find out whether there was any difficulty for the com-
mission, or whether the commissioners are responsible for not having
examined the work thoroughly before they approved the bill; whether
you didn’t have a full opportunity to do so ?

A. The whole commission didn’t get any. In this room, for instance,
after it was whitened and the cracks were stopped,—it had to be washed
and the cracks stopped,—and where the cracks were stopped with plaster
of Paris it had to be evened.
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Q. Do you think there would have been any difficulty in getting a
contract for this work at first ?

A. On painting at first?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. There would have been no difficulty; but you would have had your

extra bill to make it up afterwards.
Q. I don’t care about that. If it had been done by the yard or con-

tract, there would have been no difficulty, would there ?

A. Why, certainly; where we have cut out these cracks and filled in.
Q. That was all done by the masons, wasn’t it ?

A. Yes, sir; but there had to be just so much more paint put on to
bring it to the surface of the other.

Q. There would not have been much trouble to have shown the num-
ber ofsquare yards, would there ?

A. Certainly there would.
Q. In regard to the lead weights which were carried over to your

house, Mr. Wiley, from Simmons’s place; did you tell him that you would
pay his bill when you got your pay from the State House ?

A. I did, sir. When these lead weights came, there were two or four
of them; the iron wasn’t heavy enough, and we couldn’t run them up
very easily ; didn’t know where he got them from, and don’t know it now.

Q. How many men went from the State House to your house during
the time the repairs were going on ?

A. One carpenter; I hired one of Sargent after he got through.
Q. Did you have any difficulty or conversation with Simmons after-

ward in regard to sending this man over or bringing him back ?

A. Not at all.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr. Wiley, you heard General Cunningham’s

testimony on Tuesday ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Did he make any complaints about delays in his office ?

A. Not a thing, sir. We had to take his men from one of his rooms
and move them into another, and, when you do that, sometimes they
think parties take a long while in getting out of that room. He brought
all his men into one room. We had to whiten it, point it, fix it, and it
had to be cleaned.

Q. He spoke particularly of the painters P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you read it ?

A. I had read part of it, and somebody told me that he testified that
the men loafed.

Q. He said four men worked in his office, and one good man could
have done all the work they did, and that he become so badly off, that he
had to let off some of his gas in the shape of a damn.

A. Well, I was there every day. We did considerable for General
Cunningham; altered some windows that he wanted; and, I thought, he
seemed very much pleased with what we had done. If he had made
any complaint to me, I should have complained to other parties very
quickly.

IS
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Q. Ditl you have any acquaintance with the painters,—either of them,
—or know them before this job was done ?

A. No ; only to pass the time of day.
Q. Then, you had no knowledge of their qualifications whatever?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you see any difference between the manner in which the work

went on outside and inside ?

A. There is a difference between the outside and inside. A man can
do the outside quicker. I made up my mind to one thing,—that Mr.
Clark was going to paint this building cheaper than it was ever painted
before.

Q. That is the kind of men we want to have ?

A. Well, we did not know but what we had got them both. One was
recommended as highly as the other. I think the inside painter wras
recommended the highest.

Q. Don’t you know that these recommendations about government
work cannot always be relied upon ?

A. I know about that; you can get a recommendation for almost any-
thing.

Q. I want to get your answer to my previous question. Do you
think there any difference in the management in the outside and
inside of this job ?

A. Well, I saw the outside men working, and I saw them when they
were a kind of resting themselves; and I saw this in the inside as well.

Q. Did you read Mr. Endicott’s testimony ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Both he and General Cunningham seemed to be disinterested par-

ties ; their testimony was very direct upon that question.
A. Well, there is a difference, Mr. Paul, and you know it as well as I

do, between a man’s seeing them on a staging and a man who has got
two offices into one.

Q. Well, you have done business long enough to know that a man
always has an excuse, if he has not done anything,

A. Well, that is true.
Q. And you know, if a man means to do a day’s work he can find a

way to do it, if he tries ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I ask these questions simply to see if you corroborate the testi-

mony of the two gentlemen who testified here on Tuesday, one of whom
I never saw before.

A. I certainly cannot; I didn’t have any particular time to come, and
I heard no complaints from them.

Q. I thought you would know of this matter of General Cunning-
ham’s.

A, I.was in there ; went in there with Dr. Loring once, and with Mr.
Kimball.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Mr. Mitchell never said anything to you
about any complaints made by General Cunningham ?
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A. Not a word; I should certainly have looked it up, if I had heard
anything about it.

Q. I understood you made up your mind that the outside was going
to be done cheaper than ever before ?

A. Yes, sir; I made up my mind Mr. Clark was going to paint the
outside cheaper than it was ever done before.

Q. When did you make up your mind ?

A. When I saw him working around there.
Q. You did not make up your mind before the contract was awarded ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Then you did notice a difference between the work on the inside

and on the outside ?

A. No; I noticed his men were working pretty sharp.
Q. Well, how did you come to your conclusion, that the work was

going to be done cheaper than ever before, unless you saw some activity
which you had not noticed inside ?

A. I saw Mr. Clark himself, and his foreman; he did have two fore-
men.

Q, Well, you noticed a difference between the men inside and those
outside ?

A. I noticed it went on pretty fair sometimes; it is a differentclass of
work.

Q. All I want to know is, how you came to your conclusion that the
work was going to be done cheaper ?

A. Because just this; Mr. Kimball had advocated this man very
highly, and he put him on there, and we voted him to do the outside; and
between him and Mr. Kimball there was such an understanding, that he
would get the building done cheaper than it was ever done before.

Q. You didn’t know but that there was some such thing in regard to
the inside ?

A. I don’t know that I did.
Q. Don’t you know that you did not ?

A. Ido not; I noticed they were not working sometimes.
Q. Well, they were not working in that vigorous way in which they

were working on the outside ?

A. It was a different class of work.
Q. Don’t you know that they were not working as vigorously inside

as they were outside ?

A. I don’t know; you take those fluted columns, with one man at the
top, and one half-way down, and one at the bottom, and they seemed to
be working as fast as they could on that class of work.

Q. Well, how did you come to your conclusion that the men were
going to paint the outside cheaper than it was ever done before ?

A. Mr. Kimball was anxious for him to have it, and the man was a
driver.

Q. Wasn’t Dr. Coring just as anxious as Mr. Kimball ?

A. Exactly.
Q, You didn’t notice any particular driving on the inside ?

A. You could not drive on the inside on that class of work.
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Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) You being a member of the commission
of the Senate, I would like to ask yon one question ; If a sub-committee
is appointed by a full committee, you would, if you were a member of
the sub-committee, think it perhaps unreasonable, or an interference, for
any other member of the commission to interfere with your duties until
your report had been made ?

A. Not at all; at any time the}' could come in ; we should have been
glad to have had them.

Q. lam not speaking about this particular commission.
A. Any commission where there were five, where the sub-committee

was made up of two or three, should certainly have had them come in at
any time.

Q. Well, you would not have liked to have had your work taken
away from you ?

A. No, I should not like to have that very well; I should liked to
have finished it if I had begun.

Q. That is just what I asked you: if you were appointed as one of a
sub-committee by a full committee, whether you would not think it un-
reasonable, or an interference for any member of the full committee to
interfere with your duties until your report had been made ?

A. I thought you meant going in and speaking about it.
Q. No, I didn’t mean speaking. If you were a sub-committee of a

full committee—call it a commission if you will—of a hundred members,
and they appointed a sub-committee consisting of three, four, five or six
members, the sub-committee would consider they had a right to go on
and not be interfered with by the hundred commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And it would not be the duty of that commission of a hundred to

interfere with your work ?

A. No, sir; not in that form.
Q, And this sub-committee of this commission were Dr. Loring, Mr.

Kimball and Mr. Wiley ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Kimball and myself, first; and after these things
started Dr. Loring was added; the bills were approved by Dr. Loring.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Which member of the commission examined
Mr. Simmons’s bill ?

A. Mr, Kimball took the whole of them.
Q. Mr. Kimball examined all the bills ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You didn’t examine or audit any of these bills ?

A. No, sir. Mr. Kimball took them all, and struck them off the same
as he has there.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Wiley, as a member of that commission,
what originated the question in regard to the commission on stock ?

A. Painting.
Q. Painting P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was anything said about any of the rest of the work?
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A. Not a thing, sir; my job was commenced before the painting was
talked of at all.

Q. How do you account for this: one of the commissioners, in his
evidence on the seventh page, states, “It was also voted that any dis-
count on any of the bills should redound to the benefit of the Common-
wealth, the commission understanding that the usual ten per cent,
discount for cash should be made, which was not to go to the benefit of
the purchasers, but of the Commonwealth,” What was that on ?

A. That was glass, oils and stock; should be bought at cost, and then
they get ten per cent, from that.

Q. It was then provided that the materials should be specified and
purchased, if I remember rightly, under the supervision of the sub-
committee ?

A. Yes, sir; that was talked of as to their purchasing it, but after-
wards the two painters were left to purchase their own.

Q. This is in reference to the masons and carpenters’ work ?

A. That is in reference to the painters.
Q. “ The commission had thus far provided for the mason and car-

penter work, and the purchasing of materials.” You say it is the painters
—how do you make that out P

A. The records will show; I don’t remember any such thing.
Q. This is the evidence of one of the commissioners.
A. Well, the records will show that.
Q. Well, go a little further to page 19, and see what it says there—-

now we will come to the painter’s part and begin on the painters. It is
also stated there “ that there should be no commission allowed them upon
the materials which they furnished to use in the work.” Now you are
speaking on the painter’s question.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have already spoken on the masons and cai'penters?
A. Yes sir; but I don’t remember a thing being said about the

painters.
Q. Now, page 25, “that the lead, oil and gold to be used, be pur-

chased under the approval of the committee, any commissions to be
allowed upon the same to inure to the Commonwealth.”

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, the 48th page. You were present, I suppose, all the time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, I think you will find a vote that all the commissions should revert

to the Commonwealth ?

A. I don’t remember anything being said about commissions, only on
oil and stock.

Q. Now, I should like to ask you, as one of the commissioners, why
you should pick out the painters, and leave all the rest to act as they
pleased ?

A. The stock portion for the labor was so much larger.
Q. But, as I understand it, you voted all materials ?

A. I don’t remember anything about that, and am positive there was
nothing of the kind.
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Q. What did you charge, what percentage on stock, on an average ?

A. Some on five and some on ten.
Q. I would like to ask you what yon paid for fire-brick?
A. I told Mx -. Yerry when he asked me the question ; I don’t remem-

ber now what I did pay.
Q. You charge $l2O a thousandP
A. I charged the same as I charge other people where I send them

out.
Q. You didn’t buy them for $75 ?

A. I don’t say that I did.
Q. Did 3'ou ?

A. I don’t say but what I did.
Q. What did you say you charged for cement ?

A. Two dollars fifty.
Q. Cost you on the wharf, how much ?

A. One dollar eighty-five to two dollars.
. Q. Why should you charge $2.50 ?

A. I think I paid $2.10, and $2 for some.
Q. Is that five or ten per cent.,—that is a little nearer 20?

A. There was not a great deal of it.
Q. No ; not more than $6O or $7O worth; these things all count.
A. Yes; what did the lime average ?

Q. I don’t find any fault with that.
A. Well, did the lime average over five per cent. ?

Q, I don’t know; I have not looked at it.
A. I know I was very particular about the cement, because there is

a great deal of dust in cement; you could buy cement less than that, but
1 wanted to get the best,

Q. We all understand that is the standard cement; the price at
which you bought was about right. What fire-brick was this, English or
American ?

A. American, first quality.
Q. At that time in the market $55 to $65 a thousand ?

A. I don’t remember now.
Q. And to-day not over that P
A. I don’t know what they are to-day; I charge $l2 for a job of over

$lOO, and $l5 where I do the job for $5O.
Q. Well, that is some 45 per cent. ?

A. I don’t know; I have not noticed what is on the bill.
Q. You consider, then, that it is the usual practice of master mechanics

to go into other gangs and employ the whole gangs on a job, who are
doing a different job from theirs, and receive a benefit on their wages?

A. I do, sir.
Q. As one of the commissioners, you believed you were entitled to do

that ?

A. I believed I was, in regard to the masonry.
Q. How far does your line of mason-work extend ?

A. It extends to the building, starting from the foundation, or the
digging and completing the house.
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Q. You do all grades of work ?

A. Yes,'sir; I don’t do carpentering.
Mr. Peirce. No, I understand you.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Then I understand you to say that you think

Dr, Loring and Mr. Stickney were mistaken when they say it was agreed
by the commission that all commissions on stock should redound to the
Commonwealth?

A. I don’t remember a thing except in relation to the painting.
Q. You differ with them entirely ?

A. Yes, sir; lam very positive about that.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) There is one other item I want to ask about.

How much whiting ought it to take for this building ? I suppose you
profess to know a little about whiting ?

A. I had no other job of whiting at the time.
Q. I only ask the question.
A. I know it is very solid; I don’t know what is contained in a bar-

rel.
Q. I didn’t ask you what was contained in a barrel, but how much

whiting ought it to take to whiten this building P
A. This building is considerable, and during his lifetime a man would

not have such a job as this to do again ; take a common house-whiting,
which don’t contain any lime,—

Q. I understand it.
A. I cannot form any idea of it.
Q. You would put many coats over each other; you understand that ?

A. I understand that.
Q. Would it take 1,000 pounds ?

A. I should think it would.
Q. How much more ?

A. Well, I don’t know that I could set it. I should not want to guess
on it.

Q. Well, a rough guess ?

A. If it was brick-work I would give you a guess very quick.
Q. Well, I thought you were acquainted with all kinds of masonry?
A. Yes, sir; the white part, we get parties to do it for us.
Q. Well, why should you get these whiteners and charge 25 cents a

day profit; it seems to me that they should come in and do it for the
State ?

A, I have always been in the habit of doing it, whether it was for the
State, or a school-house, or a dwelling-house,

Q. Well, that is a little off of my question. How much over 1,000
pounds?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Well, would it be 1,500 ?

A. Well, I don’t how much there Is in a keg.
Q. It don’t come in kegs; it comes in casks.
A, I mean a cask.
Q. There are 1,600 lbs, in a large cask ?
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A. I should say about 2,000 lbs. You know there is a great deal of
waste to whiting; you cannot get it on a brush.

Q. I understand it; but as you are not acquainted with it as much as
the others, I wish I had asked that question,the other day ?

A. Yes, sir; Ido other work, and hire parties to do the white-work.
Q. What is a fair price for this, by the quantity, a thousand pounds at

a time ?

A, I went and got this from this party; it is something I never
bought before ; and that is his bill just as he charged me.

Q. You didn’t ask him to take anything off?
A. No, sir, I did not; the last time I didn’t have the chance, because

the man was dying when I got his bill.
Q. (By Mr, Yerey.) Did you pay this bill just as it is ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. No discount?
A. Not a cent, Mr. Terry.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Then, as one of the commissioners, who had to

do the best for the State, why didn’t you see what you could buy that for ?

A. The way of it was, I had a good deal of running to do; there was
hardly a day I came here but I had to run round ; perhaps if I had had
the three members of the committee to help me, I should have taken
more time.

Q. You were paid for that running by the State ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And of course it is your duty to do the best for the State you can ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Don’t you think you could have bought that for $2.75 or $2.50 ?

A. I told the gentleman I bought it of that I wanted it as low as he
could furnish it.

Q. You didn’t inquire of anyone else, did you ?

A. No, sir; I only went to one man.

Q. You consider it a fair price ?

A. I consider him an honorable man.
Q. Well, I ask you about the price ?

A. Well, I don’t know that I should know much about that, sir.
Q. With regard to those brushes, that is all the bills there were in

regard to the brushes ?

A. Yes, sir; all in there.
Q. As regards the price of those, you nor I are able to judge,because

we don’t know the quality of the brash ?

A. No, sir; there is a difference in the quality of the brushes.
Q. What did you pay your tenders, Mr. Wiley ?

A. I paid some $2, and some $1.75 ; about half and half.
Q And charged?
A. Two dollars and seventy-five cents.
Q. Then, you calculate to make as much on a tender as on a good

mason. You don’t make any distinction between a common man and a
man who has learned a trade ?
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A. No, sir; I had two tenders whitewashing in the cellar that could
do as much as any mason.

Q. Well, that is common, rough work? ,

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Most any man could do it as well ?

A. Well, most any man could not do it as well.
Q. Well, you mean you want to get more whitewash on the walls

than you do on the floor ?

A. Yes, and want to get it on a kind of even.
Mr. Peirce. I understand it.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) How was it about keeping the account; did

you keep any account of Baxter’s men ?

A. No, sir; I didn't, nor Mitchell’s.
Q. You didn’t know about how much they had done until the job was

over and the bill sent in ?

A, No, sir. I had employed Mr. Mitchell a great while, but Mr. Bax-
ter I had not. Mr. Baxter had done the work, two or three years before,
in the State House.

Edward A. Williston— Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) What is your full name ?

A. Edward A. Williston.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Williston, were you at work on the

State House, repairing the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what department ?

A. I came here to work on the staging on the dome. I thought that I
would like to put that staging on there. I asked Mr. Wiley if he could
fix it so that I could, and he made the remark that he didn’t want too
many bosses here, but he would speak to Mr. Simmons about it. He did
so, and I came here in Mr. Simmons’s employ.

Q. How long did you work here ?

A. About seven weeks; I don’t know the exact time; I didn’t keep
any time ofmy work; it was about seven weeks.

Q. You worked for Mr. Simmons ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know of any men being sent away to repair other houses,

who were at work on the State House, during that time ?

A. I think there were two men sent away from here.
Q. To what place?
A. I understood to Charlestown.
Q. To whose house ?

A. Mr. Wiley’s.
Q. Do you know that to be a fact ?

A. No more than what the man told me as I met him coming from
Charlestown, as I was going home at night.

Q. Were those men recalled back to the State House ?

A. I think they were.
Q. Were they sent back again to Mr. Wiley’s house afterwards ?

47
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A. Not that I know of.
Q. Have you any reason to think so,—that they were afterwards sent

back from the State House to Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. No, I don’t know that I have.
Q. Did you hear any talk or complaint or conversation between Mr.

Wiley and Mr. Simmons, in regard to the employment of those men at
his house P

A. I heard a remark made by Mr. Simmons in this way; Mr. Sim-
mons, with two or three others of us, was standing at the door of the
house, and Mr. Wiley passed in, and seemed to be passing by all hands ;

Mr. Simmons says to Mr. Wiley, “ I don’t suppose you will speak to me.”
Mr. Wiley made the remark, which was characteristic of the man, “ I
always use the men the best thatuse me the meanest.” That was all that
I heard in any way in connection with it. I would judge from that that
there had been some feeling existing between them.

Q. You don’t know anything?
A. I don’tknow anything.

Hugh J. Toland— Sworn.
Mr. Chairman, I suppose, in order that the Committee may understand

how it is that I have become connected with this matter of State House
repairs, it will be necessary for me to give to the Committee a history of
the doings of the Committee on the State House of last year ?

The Chairman. You can give it in your own way.
Mr. Toland. I happened to be a member of the committee on the

State House of last year, and owing to the long sickness of the late Sena-
tor Banister, all papers and matters referred to the State House com-
mittee were handed to me, so that I was called upon to act in the capacity
of chairman of the committee on the State House. That committee,
under the General Statutes, are authorized every year to make a tour of
inspection throughout the State House, for the purpose of ascertaining
the amount of repairs and the amount of money necessary to meet them;
and acting in conformity with the law, the committee made a tour of in-
spection last year. For some reason or other, which I cannot now recall,
I did not accompany the committee on that tour of inspection ; but at a
subsequent meeting of the committee, the report, which was made by
those members of the committee who had made the tour of the State
House, indicated that the State House was in need of such a variety of
repairs that it was finally deemed advisable to refer the whole matter to
Major Morissey, the then sergeant-at-arms, and instruct him first to fur-
nish in detail to the committee the repairs that the State House required,
and at the same time to furnish an estimate that would in all probability
meet the expenditure.

The matter of painting the State House was first brought to the consid-
eration of the committee on the State House in 1873, at which time I
was not a member of the committee. I know, from being a member of
the House of that year, that there was considerable controversy in the
committee as to whether it was advisable to have the State Housepainted
that year or not, and for some reason or other, it fell through. Although
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the committee spent some time in considering it, they asked for no ap-
propriation. In 1874,1,being on the committee, and considering that the
condition of the State House was not in any way creditable to the State,
made up my mind that I was going to ask the legislature for an appro-
priation to paint the State House; and the matter was brought to my
attention at various times in going in and coming out of the State House
by various members of the legislature, who would say to me, “Toland,
jmu are member of the State House committee, and I consider that the con-
dition of the State House, on the outside at least, is disgraceful to the State;
I think something ought to be done towards putting the State House in
good condition ”; and for that reason it was that I brought the matter of
painting the State House before the consideration of the committee. As
this Committee are aware, Major Morissey furnished his list of estimates.
I believe the attorney for the Commonwealth has got the estimates, and I
also have a copy of them in my pocket.

Mr. Colburn. They are printed here, sir.
Mr. Toland. I would rather refer to these. I understand that the

copy of the estimates which the Committee has is a fac simile of those
which I hold in my hand, and if the Committee have noticed it might
fairly be called an estimate in detail. At the time that Major Morissey
presented these estimates, I asked him where he procured them. He in-
formed me that he had procured the estimate for painting from Mr.
Flood, and that the estimate for carpenter-work was procured from Mr.
Simmons; but Ido not recollect having asked him where the other
estimates came from, and don’t recollect that he told me. I was par-
ticularly anxious, at the time the committee were considering this matter,
that the committee should report a Resolve asking for a sufficient sum of
money to cover the whole expenditure, for the reason that considerable
talk had been made by members of the legislature and by people living
in the community of Boston on account of the money that had been ex-
pended upon the building in Pemberton Square. The legislature of 1873
passed two Resolves appropriating something like almost $22,000 for the
purpose of fitting up a building in Pemberton Square, and the committee
were assured at that time that that was a sufficient amount of money to
meet the exigencies of the case, and that that amount would put the
building in good condition. Last year, while I was a member of the
State House committee, the commissioners on the State House made a
report to the legislature in which they show that a deficiency existed in
the appropriation, and that in order that the building might be put in
good condition it was necessary to make an additional appropriation, and
the committee on the State House were asked to make this additional
appropriation, and in accordance with the request of the commissioners
the following Resolve was introduced by the committee on the State
House:—
“Resolved, That there he allowed and paid out of the treasury a sum not exceed-

ing §4,7-50, to be expended,” etc., etc.
That was in addition to the appropriation which had been made the

year before and which was expected to meet the entire amount of
expenditure upon that building.
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Upon these estimates being presented to the committee on the State
House, and being fully aware of the fact that a deficiency had occurred
in work which had been previously performed by the commissioners on
the State House, and not having at that time, I am free to say, the fullest
confidence in the commission, I was very much opposed to allowing the
commissioners on the State House to take charge of the expenditure that
we proposed to ask for for the purpose of putting the State House in
good condition, and I stated to the committee on the State House at that
time my reasons for desiring that some other committee should have the
expenditure of this money, if it was voted; and acting in accordance with
the wishes of the committee, I drew a Resolve, asking for an appropri-
ation of f31,500, and that that money should be expended by and under
the direction and approval of the commissioners on the State House.
This Resolve was introduced into the House,—that being the place where
all money bills must originate,—and, as a matter of course, went to the
committee on Finance, and they reported the Resolve in a new draft, pro-
viding for a special commission. Being particularly anxious about the
matter of deficiencies, I was very particular in inquiring of Major Mor-
issey whether the amount of estimates that he presented to the commit-
tee would meet the amount of expenditure; and I first asked him about
the painting. Having inquired where the estimates came from, and
being informed by him that they came from Mr. Flood, I asked him if
Mr. Flood would do the work for the amount of his estimate, and he said
he would. I asked him if he would guarantee to the committee that Mr.
Flood would do the work for the amount that he had shown in his esti-
mate ; he said that Mr. Flood had guaranteed to him that he would do
the work for the amount of his estimate; and the committee will see that
for painting the outside of the State House, Mr. Flood asked for $6,800 ;

for gilding the large dome, $4,500; for painting the Doric Hall and all
rooms and entries on same floor, $2,000; painting all rooms and entries
in second story, $1,400; painting all rooms and entries in third story,
$1,950; painting all rooms and entries above third story, $1,000; painting
all rooms and entries in basement, $9OO ; painting Senate Chamber, $750;
painting Representatives’ Hall, $1,100; painting library, $1,500;—making
in all, $106,000. In addition to that he required $737.76 for the use of the
staging in the Senate and House, and for the staging in the library $2OO.

Mr. Verry. You do not get that correct. Your total included some-
thing beside the painting, did it not ?

Mr. Toland. The gilding of the dome, $4,500 ; that is all.
Mr. Verry. Yes.
Mr. Toland. This, Major Morissey assured the committee, would be

a sufficient sum to do the work, and to do it well. In relation to the
other estimates which were made, the committee also have copies of
them. The committee on the State House considered whether it was
advisable to go farther and make the appropriation asked for by the
estimate. The whole sum for mason-work was $10,725, and the first
item was for the relaying of the front steps and platform, and for
relaying the sidewalk; and for that item we had $6,720. After some
deliberation the committee finally decided to strike that out because they
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thought the legislature would not warrant an expenditure of that kind,
and there was no absolute necessity for relaying the sidewalk, and that
although the steps were in a bad condition, we might get along with
them just as they were, and for that reason the committee struck out the
appropriation of £6,720, which left a balance of £4,155 for the purpose of
doing what mason-work was required at the State House at that time.
I happened to be present in this committee-room at the time Major
Morissey was testifying, and I remember that he made the remark that
although the estimate for doing the mason-work was £10,725, the com-
mittee had cut it down to £4,160; and the result of that statement in my
mind would be to leave the impression that the committee had struck
out estimates of work which was then absolutely necessary to have done.
I desire to recall to the Committee now that the only work which has
been done which was included in this estimate of $6,720 is the matter of
relaying the front steps, for which I understand Mr. Meany charges some

£7OO or £BOO. That is all that was included in that estimate which has
been done by the commissioners on the State House. The remainder of
that estimate—

Mr. Terry. Is your statement this : that the estimate for mason-work
includes everything that has been done except the cutting of the steps,
which was done by Mr. Meany ?

Mr. Tolaxd. My statement is that as for this particular estimate of
,720, for relaying the side-walk and for cutting the front steps, all that

has been clone was the cutting of the front steps, which is a matter of
£7OO or £BOO. The great bulk of the estimate was for the purpose of
relaying the sidewalk. We proposed to relay the sidewalk around the
whole State House, recut the front steps, and relay the platform. For
that we asked an appropriation of £6,720. My statement is, now, that of
the work that was included in that estimate, nothing has been done
except the cutting of the steps, which is a matter of some £7OO or £BOO.
Of course I understand that additional mason-work has been done in the
State House which was not included in the estimate. The remainder of
the estimate for mason-work was for whitening various rooms throughout
the State House, and for that we asked for an appropriation of £4,155.
We had also a list of estimates for what might properly be called
extraordinary expenses, including the carpenter-work and the various
other matters which have already been brought to the attention of the
Committee, and I don’t think it is necessary to say much upon that point,
because I suppose the Committee understand the matter thoroughly.
But in disposing of the matter of estimates, I desire to call this
fact to the attention of the Committee,—that when these estimates
were presented to the committee on the State House by the sergeant-
at-arms to the old committee, they considered the propriety of asking
for an appropriation to cover every one of the estimates.
I particularly inquired of Major Morissey whether his estimates would

put the State House in good order; that is, whether the appropriation met
all the repairs the State House required; and he informed the committee
that it did; that everything that the State House required was included in
the estimate, and that if the legislature saw fit to make an appropriation
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to cover the amount of expenditure included in the estimate, that the
State House would then be in good order; that nothing else would be
required ; that his tour of inspection had been thorough, and that every-
thing that the State House needed he had asked for, because I had
instructed him beforehand that there was no use in mentioning the matter
at all; that we might as well ask for the whole as for a part, and let the
legislature decide as to whether it was advisable to do these repairs at
this time or not. Inasmuch as Major Morissey assured me that his
estimate included all the repairs that the State House required, and inas-
much as he assured the committee also that the amount of the estimate
would cover the entire amount of expenditure, I had no hesitation what-
ever in asking for an appropriation of $35,100.

With regard to the expenditure upon the State House, I desire to call
the attention of the committee to one or two matters that I have here
upon a paper, which is a sort of analysis of the bills presented by Mr.
Flood and Mr. Clark. Mr. Flood’s bill for painting, and for staging
inside the State House, was $ 11,537.75. Fhnt was his entire estimate for
doing all the work on the inside of the State House. From that amount
it is necessary to deduct $1,600, which was his estimate for painting the
Library, which has not been touched, and $2OO for the use of the staging
in the Library, which of course was not used, making a total of $1,700.
In addition to that, Mr. Flood was entitled to charge $737.75 for the use
of the staging in the House and in the Senate Chamber. As I understand
from reading the testimony of Mr. Wiley, Mr. Wiley furnished the
staging, and made a charge to the State for it; so that Mr. Flood had
nothing whatever to do with it. Therefore, in considering the amount of
Mr. Flood’s estimate, it would be necessary to subtract the amount he
intended to charge for staging, which leaves $9,100 as the amount of his
estimate for painting the whole inside of the State House. That will do
for the estimate.

Now, as to the amount of work Mr. Flood has done on the inside of
the State House. While the question of making an appropriation was
pending in the two branches of the legislature, I requested Captain
Mitchell, the present sergeant-at-arms, to make a survey of the State
House, for the purpose of ascertaining how many rooms in the State
House had not been painted by Mr. Flood. Captain Mitchell made that
survey, and informed me that there were 111 rooms in the State House.
That, of course, Mr. Flood estimated on when he sent in his estimates,
because he estimated to paint every room in the State House, and he
would have estimated on 111 rooms. Captain Mitchell also reports that
there are 18 rooms in the State House that have not been touched at all;
have not been painted by Mr. Flood, or anybody else. These rooms, of
course, include large rooms and water-closets.

Mr. Verry. Eighteen rooms, including the Library, I suppose ?

Mr. Toland. One of them, I suppose,is the Library.
Mr. Verry. Have you a list of these rooms? Are you prepared to

state what rooms these are ?

Mr. Toland. No, sir; lam not. I never made the tour of inspection
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myself. lam giving this now as the testimony of Captain Mitchell, who
made the survey at my request.

Mr. Collins. It seems to me he should speak for himself; he can tell
where the rooms are.

Mr. Yerey. I think so, too ; we will have him here.
Mr. Collins. This is a sort of evidence that may be used, yet it is not

evidence at all.
Mr. Toland. If he desires that Captain Mitchell should speak for

himself, perhaps the Committee would allow Captain Mitchell to take
the stand. I merely present the document, in order that the Committee
may understand that it has come to my hands in a regular way.

Mr. Yerrt. The information is entirely proper for the Committee to
receive, but it is not evidence.

The Chairman. You may go right on with it.
Q. (By Mr. Yerey.) Does this paper you put in here give a de-

scription of these rooms ?

A. Yes, sir; that is, a description of their location as I understand
them. Captain Mitchell has made a survey of the State House, and has
taken each floor the same as Mr. Flood had when he made his estimate.
Mr. Flood estimated for his painting by taking the several floors, and, as
I understand, he has surveyed all the State House in the same way.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you know any means Mr. Flood had of
estimating or knowing the contents of these rooms, or whether he had
any means whatever when he made this estimate ?

A. Yes, sir, I do. I shall come to that fact very shortly.
Mr. Colburn. State it in your own way then.
Mr. Toland. So that Mr. Flood’s entire estimate for painting the

outside of the State House was f6,800 ; for painting and gilding the dome,
$4,500; making in all a total of $11,300 for doing the work that was
required upon the outside of the State House, I present these figures to
the consideration of the Committee, because the committee on the State
House of last year have been criticised somewhat for the inefficiency of
their work. Certain gentlemen have attempted to show that the com-
mittee on the State House did not go about this matter of making
appropriations in a workmanlike manner. At the time we were consider-
ing this matter of making appropriations, I followed the matter through
and tiled to arrive at some conclusion by which I would be enabled to
present to the consideration of the legislature at that time figures which
might be relied upon. I conceived the idea of asking mechanics, painters
and masons what it would cost, but finally came to the conclusion that
inasmuch as I did not have the authority to expend money, it was not fair
to ask these gentlemen to spend their time in making up estimates or
securing a survey of the State House; and for that reason I was obliged
to let the matter go, and rely entirely upon Major Morissey.

• Accepting the assurance which he made, that the work could be done
for the amount of the estimate, and that he had estimated for everything
which the State House required, I was willing to take the statement as a
statement of fact, and therefore asked for the appropriation.

It will be noticed by the Committee that although Mr. Flood asked for
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an appropriation of §11,300 for the purpose of doing the work upon the
outside of the State House, Mr. Clark did the work for a little over §B,-
200; making the amount of the estimate over the expenditure for doing
the work on the outside of the State House §3,090.06. And as for the
matter of painting the inside of the State House, the Committee are
entirely aware of the fact that there is a very large deficiency upon the
other side; that instead of the estimate exceeding the expenditure, the
expenditure very much exceeds the estimate, I bring this matter
before the Committee simply for the purpose of justifying the committee
on the State House, in the manner in which they looked into this matter
of estimates, and to justify their action in asking for the appropriation
which they did.

The counsel for the Commonwealth, a few moments ago, asked me
whether I had any knowledge which would justify me in believing that
Mr. Flood, at the time he made this estimate, had any knowledge of the
superficial contents of the State House which would enable him to arrive
at anything like the probable cost for doing this work. I told him at the
time that I had, and that I would give it to him in a very short time. I
hold in my hand two certificates—one certificate of the survey of the
outside of the State House, and the other the certificate of the survey of
the inside of the State House. Both of these certificates came from the
office of Brownell Granger, a civil engineer and a surveyor of the city of
Boston, a gentleman who is very well known, probably, to a majority of
the Committee, and, ofcourse, the Committee will be able to say whether
his certificates are competent evidence or not. I desire to state that, from
informationI have received (I don’t know whether counsel will rule it
out or not) they were furnished at the request of Mr. Flood.

Mr. Collins. I submit, that is rather a matter of hearsay.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) That is information as well. Furnished by

whom at the request of Mr. Flood ?

A. By Mr. Granger. The survey was made at the request of Mr.
Flood, and, as I understand it, Mr. Flood paid the charges for the survey
of the State House.

Q. That information, if it is correct, is in the possession of Mr.
Granger ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, was that the present year?

A. No, sir; this survey was made in 1867 or 1868, at the time Mr.
Flood took the State House by contract.

Q. Do you understand that the State House then was justas it is now ?

A. I do, sir. I understand the superficial contents to-day and at that
time are the same; that no additional surface has been added, and no
surface taken from it.

Q, (By Mr. McNutt.) That was a survey made after it was re-
modelled in 1867 ?

A. Yes, sir. In order that I might understand whether the surveys
were correct or not, I had an interview with Mr. Granger; and, having
informed him of the fact that I desired to use the certificates, I asked him
if he was willing to risk his reputation as a civil engineer and surveyor
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upon the certificates I hold in my hand; and he said he was; that he had
done the work himself, and he thought he understood his business; and
he was willing to take his oath they were correct. Having received that
information from Mr. Granger, and having been assured by him that the
certificates of the survey are correct, I made up my mind to use them.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) For what purpose ?

A. For the purpose of presenting the facts to this Committee.
Q. Your interview with Mr. Granger is something recent P
A. I had these certificates before this Committee was appointed, and

if the consideration of this matter in the Senate had been brought up in
such a way as to justify me in presenting these certificates to the Senate,
I should have done it. But the members of the Senate will understand
that in the way this question was considered in the Senate, I had no way
ofpresenting these certificates.

Q. My inquiry was made particularly whether these interviews with
Mr. Granger were since the matter has been in controversy, and not at
the time when the estimates were made by Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir; I have received these since the matter has been in contro-
versy. According to this certificate, I find there are twelve thousand—

Mr. Peirce. I would rather object to a statement of these facts at this
time. I think the certificates can be left with the Committee, and they
can see what they are.

Mr. Yerry. This certificate is certainly no evidence, coming from Mr.
Toland; it must come from Mr. Granger. It is now information, and not
evidence.

Mr. Peirce. I object to its being given to the public. I think it is
better to wait until the survey now going on is finished.

Mr. McNutt. I don’t know any objection to it. Here are eighteen
rooms left, and I don’t see why it should affect the present survey.

Mr. Yerry. Mr. Toland is now stating that that was a survey made
by Mr. Granger, and that he has copies of that survey which he desires to
bring to the attention of the Committed. Now, of course, these must be
sworn to by the man that made them before they can be evidence at all.
And while one member of the Committee suggests that it is quite desir-
able that the superficial contents of the State House should not be stated
until after the survey is completed, which is now going on, perhaps it
would be well that the certificates should go into the hands of the Chair-
man.

The Chairman. Suppose you leave them not to go into the report.
Mr. Toland, Just as the Committee pleases. I only introduced the

question of the superficial contents of the State House for the purpose of
showing the Committee the amount which Mr. Flood has charged per
yard for painting the inside of the State House, and the amount, Mr. Clark
has charged for painting the outside of the State House. If the Com-
mittee desire to make that calculation themselves, I haven’t any objection
to giving the certificates to the Committee, and allowing them to make
such use of them as they see fit.

Mr. Paul. The survey will be completed on Saturday, and I don’t bc-
-48
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lieve it will make any difference with the Committee if these figures are
known. Ido not believe the surveyor will change his figures.

Mr. Toland, I desire to state one fact to the Committee, that probably
they are aware of at this time, that when this matter was considered in
the House, having furnished this information to a gentleman who was a
member of the House, he used this information ; and that he told the
House during the consideration of this matter, that there were so many
square yards inside, and so many square yards outside; and this matter
has gone into the newspapers, and probably become a matter of public
comment. It has gone out, and Mr. Flood referred to it, himself, in his
statement which he made in the daily papers, and in which he criticised
it rather severely.

The Chairman. Do you make a motion that that matter be excluded ?

Mr. Peirce. I have no great objection to it, but I was rather fearful it
might affect the survey going on. It seems to me it will not be evidence,
unless the gentleman is present who made the survey, and makes oath
to it.

Mr. Vekry. Of course he must be here.
Mr. Peirce. I would rather not have the number of yards named

until the gentleman takes his oath that that is a correct survey. I would
be willing that he should offer it, and that the Committee peruse it as
much as they please.

Mr. Churchill. That is just the point I want to make.
Mr. Paul. I don’t believe it would affect the survey. I believe both

surveyors are honest and good people.
Mr. Churchill. I move you that the certificates be received in pri-

vate. lam not strenuous in regard to it however.
Mr. Paul. We have never excluded the reporters, and I want to know

if they can know any more than they do now ?

Mr. Collins. It seems to me I ought to know something about it.
Mr. Verry. I don’t believe there is anything to be made out of keep-

ing it private. It is informationupon which the Committee are authorized
to build a structure, if there is anything to support it.

Mr. Peirce. If it is not evidence, I move it be ruled out, if we cannot
form any opinion upon it.

Mr. Paul. It is information from which we are to get evidence.
Mr. Terry. I don’t think information is going to hurt any of us.
Mr. Churchill. I withdraw my motion, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Do you insist upon your motion, Mr. Peirce?
Mr. Peirce. Not at all.
The Chairman. You may give it, Mr. Toland, unless objection is

made, and I hear none.
Mr. Collins. It was one reason for getting a new surveyor that wr e

knew Mr. Granger measured it before, and we took a new man on pur-
pose to see how they compared.

Mr. Toland. According to this certificate, which has emanated from
the office of Mr Granger, I find that there are now in the State House
12,989 square yards, for which Mr. Flood has charged § 19,158.59. Those
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12,989 square yards, of course, include the Library and the other seven-
teen rooms that have not been painted.

Q. (By the Chairman.) That is, as you understand it?
A. (By Mr. Toland.) Yes, sir, as I understand it. Of course, I

understand that Mr. Flood’s estimate included the inside of the State
House.

Q. You understand that there are eighteen rooms that have not been
painted ?

A. Yes, sir; according to the report of Captain Mitchell there are
eighteen rooms that have not been touched, and I know that in the
estimate it was provided to paint the whole inside of the State House.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) You haven’t the means of telling now what
the superficial contents of these eighteen rooms are ?

A. Ho, sir. According to the survey and the bill, the Committee will
find that Mr. Flood has charged somewhere in the vicinity of $1.60 per
square yard for painting the inside of the State House.

Q. Not taking the Library ?

A. Of course I leave the Library out. The Committee will find that
he has charged in the vicinity of $1.60 per square yard for painting the
inside of the State House.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) I would like toknow if that includes polishing?
A. It includes everything. I am giving him the full benefit of the

bill.
Q. I would like to ask if Mr. Toland understands that there was a

survey made of the chairs and desks ?

A. Yes, sir. I understand that Mr. Flood’s bill for painting and pol-
ishing the furniture was $BOO, and for gilding the eagle and coat-of-arms
in the House, $3OO. In making my estimate I allow him the full benefit
of the bill for fixing the furniture and for gilding the eagle, and then I
find that his cost for painting, per square yard, is somewhere in the vicin-
ity of $1.60.

Q (By Mr. Collins.) Do you estimate anything for bronzing ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. For glass or glazing ?

A. No, sir, Ido not; but I considered at the time that the saving to
Mr. Flood of $737.75 for the use of the staging in the Senate and House
would about offset the glazing.

Q. Did you allow for gilding ?

A. I allowed him all he charged.
Q. Did you see his bill ?

A. No, sir; but I was in this room at the time he was making his
statement.

Q. How do you know he did not charge any more than that ?

A. I don’t know, only by the statement made by this Committee. Idon’t exactly remember whether the last answer I made is correct or not.
I have had some conversation with the Chairman of the Committee on
this matter, and I don’t know but the Chairman of the Committee informed
me what Mr. Flood charged for gilding.
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Mr. Verky. He lias charged $3OO for gilding the eagle, and here is
another charge for gold-leaf amounting to amout $l2O.

Mr. Toland. At any rate, Mr. Chairman, allowing that there are
some other charges, or that there is some work which has been done by
Mr, Flood for which I have not accounted, I am perfectly willing to leave
this matter with the Committee, and allow them to ascertain for them-
selves the amount per square yard Mr. Flood has charged for painting the
inside of the State House; and it strikes me, when they arrive at the
result, it will be a surprise to them.

Q. (By the Chairman.) How about the outside P
A. (By Mr. Toland.) I have here the certificate of the survey of the

outside of the State House, and I find that the superficial contents of the
outside of the State House are 14,817 square yards.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Does that include the dome, Mr. Toland, or
don’t you know ?

A. I don’t know whether it does or not. I should judge that it did,
because at the time the survey was made the dome was painted, and not
gilded.

Mr. McNutt. I should judge so, too.
Mr. Toland. I should judge, as a matter of opinion, that that included

the dome,

Q. (By the Chairman.) Do you think that includes the fence ?

A. (By Mr. Toland.) No, sir; it does not. Mr. Clark has charged
for painting the outside and gilding the dome, $8,209.94.

Q, (By Mr. Paul.) Will you please give now,*right there, the esti-
mate for gilding the dome?

A. Yes, sir; the amount for gilding the dome is $4,500.
Q. That $4,500 is part of the $8,209.94 ?

A. Yes, sir.
The entire expense for painting the outside and gilding the dome is

$8,209.94, as I understand Mr. Clark’s bill. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee was kind enough to allow me access to Mr. Clark’s bill, because I
desired to ascertain, as nearly as possible, the cost of gilding the dome;
and although I have not been able to get at it correctly, it is fair for me
to suppose that the gilding of the dome cost over $3,000. I know it cost
over that from the bill, but for the purpose of taking a basis, I allow
that the gilding of the dome cost $3,000. I have inqhired of painters
what it would be worth to paint the fence, and I have been in-
formed that a fair bill for that would be $2OO. Taking that statement
as a basis, I find the absolute cost per yard for painting the outside of the
State House is 35 cents, and I understand from reading Mr. Clark’s testi-
mony, that he admitted to the Committee that a fair price for painting
the outside of the State House was 25 cents per square yard for two-coat
work, I believe. But, inasmuch as there are some matters in Mr. Clark’s
bill I have not been able to get at, I can account for the discrepancy'be-
tween his statement of the absolute cost per yard and that which 1 now
present to the Committee.

With regard to this question of painting; I have been very much in-
terested in the matter ever since the legislature came together, because,
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knowing there would be a deficiency from my own observation, and from
Senator Wiley, one of the commissioners, before the legislature came
together, and being more or less mixed up in the matter myself on
accountof being the chairman of the committee to ask for the appropriation,
and having looked into the condition of the State House at the time the
appropriation was made, I made up my mind at that time if I was in the
legislature this year I was going to look into the matter; and therefore
every time I had an opportunity to get information as to the value of
painting I made the necessary inquiries, and I found from consultation
and conversation with master-painters, that they as a general thing
admitted—and I make this statement now because the Committee have
endeavored at various times to ascertain from witnesses who have come
before this Committee, what would be a good price per yard for painting
the State House either inside or out, and as I understand it they have
invariably made answer entirely non-committal—l have been informed
by master-painters that a fair price per yard for painting the inside of the
State House would be about 40 cents, allowing two coats of paint for
plaster-work, and two coats of gloss for woodwork. Several of them
have told me they would be glad to take the job at that price. Some of
them have had either the good fortune or the misfortune to be at the State
House since the first of January, and inspect the work given here, and
they have no hesitation in saying they would be willing to guarantee to
do as good a job as was done last sunyner for 40 cents per square yard,
take it through and through. With regard to the outside of the State
House—

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) How do you get your information from master-
painters ? Can you give the name of some of them ?

A. One of them was Mr. Semple, who has worked on the State
House.

Q. Do you know another man ?

A, Yes, sir; Mr. Whiston.
Q. Can you give us the names of these men ? I want to get them, so

as to summon them. Of course, this is not evidence P
Mr. Collins. I believe, the first gentleman’s name is Robert B.

Semple.
Mr. Toland. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. I should not want to have anybody affected by any testi-

mony of this kind, put in in this way, for it is not evidence.
Mr. Collins. They will take it for evidence.
Mr. Verry. Who will ?

Mr. Collins. The members of the Committee.
Mr, Terry. They won’t, if I can help it.
Mr. Paul. Perhaps the gentleman takes the Committee to be of the

grade of the jurors who are chosen now-a-days.
Q, (By Mi\ Terry.) Do you know Mr. Whiston’s name ?

A, (By Mr. Toland.) David, I think. Perhaps it might be well for
the Committee to summon Mr. A. S. Hayden, whose son keeps a store on
Washington Street, opposite Court Street, who formerly did painting-
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work on the State House. He would be very good authority on such
work as this.

Q. Have you any other person whom you can refer us to about the
price ?

A. I have, but I cannot recall the names of them just now. I have
conversed with over half a dozen. lam not positive about the parties
whose names I desire to present, other than those I have given. With
regard to the manner in which the work is performed—that is, whether
there was any evidence ofany great activity on the part of the workmen, —

perhaps I know a little in relation to that matter.
Q. Is your testimony to be somewhat longer ? Are you going to

occupy some further time P
A. Not unless the Committee desire to question me.
Mr. Terry. There is plenty of time, but not to-day.
Mr. Churchill. I would like to put one question. Do you know

an3 rthing about the men who worked here ?

A. (By Mr. Toland.) Yes, sir; I do.
Q. How do you know it?

Mr. Terry. If you are going to occupy a half-hour longer we may as
well adjourn now. Do you wish to ask any question, Mr. Collins?

Q, (By Mr. Collins.) I don’t know as I wish to ask Mr. Toland any
questions. Do you know anything about Mr. Clark’s bill; whether it was
for three-coat or two-coat work ?

A. (By Mr. Toland.) I understood him that the most of it was for
three-coat work. In some of the places it was two-coat work.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Then your estimate was based upon f3,000
for the dome ?

A. (By Mr. Toland.) Yes, sir.
Mr. Colburn. When I look at it, I think that is an under-estimate.
Mr. Toland. I stated to the Committee that I was sure my estimate

was too low. I simply took that as a basis.
Q. (By the Chairman.) I suppose you can be here to-morrow ?

A, (By Mr. Toland.) Yes, sir; I guess I can.
The Chairman. Suppose you be here to-morrow at 10 o’clock.

[The Committee then adjourned until Friday, April 23, at 10 o’clock.]
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Friday, April 23, 1875.

Mr. Churchill. Mr. Chairman, in the evidence of Mr. Simmons on
the 318th page of the appendix, I asked the question, “ Is the lead there
now ? ” “It is not, to my knowledge,” was the answer; and after that,
in answer to a question put by Senator Terry, Mr. Simmons said, “Not a
pound in my shop, that I know of.” I have found the lead, or a portion
of it, Mr. Chairman. I did not intend to leave it until I did find it; and
while there is not a great amount, the sheet lead and pipe lead was found
out yesterday, after a great deal of search. I merely submit that my
questions have been proved true; that is, that a portion of the lead which
was not credited to the State has been found in Mr. Simmons’s shop.
That I knew in the first place, that there was some there ; and a person
who will keep back a sixpence will keep back a pound. That is all, sir.

Brownell Granger—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Please to state your name, residence and

business P
A. My name is Brownell Granger; I am a civil engineer of the

United States Navy.
Q. How long have you been a civil engineer ?

A. It has been my profession for 20 years.
Q. Did you ever make a survey of the State House, inside or outside,

and if so, when ; state all the circumstances connected with making that
survey ?

A. Well, I have made two separate surveys of the State House ; one
was in the summer of 1867,1 think; when it was contemplated to en-
large the State House, we made it. The State asked for bids for painting,
and Mr. Flood called on us to make an estimate for the painting. At
that time the capitol was not built, or not rebuilt, but the old building
was here and the plans for the extension were in Mr. Washburn’s office,
the architect; so we had to measure both the building and the plans for
this estimate. We came up here and measured the old building, and
then we measured the plans for the extension in the office. Of course,
there had not been a blow struck on the building to alter it. It made
quite an intricate piece of work; and we gave Mr. Flood an estimate of
the amount of painting that would be required under that contract accord-
ing to its stipulations.

TWELFTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR,
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Q. Under the contract of 1867 which he had with the Commonwealth ?

A. Yes, sir; the specifications which they put out; I think they were
printed at the time. That called for different coats of paint in some
places ; called for coats of paint; some of the places called for two
coats of paint; wo had to discriminate between the old and the new work,
and gave an estimate based on that. He went on and did the work; suc-
ceeded in getting the contract, and did the work. Then, in the following
summer, during the making of the repairs here, many alterations were
had, and places where it called for two coats, that we had estimated for
two-coat painting, afterwards had to have three or more to bring them
up to the other painting; so in the next summer, or the next spring, we
were called again to survey the extras that he had done ; and when we
made a survey of the extras the architect was here, Mr. Washburn, Mr.
Flood, my father and myself, made the survey for the extra work, which,
I suppose, formed the basis of the settlement of the State with Mr. Flood
at that time.

Q. In the second survey, did you go over and measure all the rooms
in the inside of the State House ?

A. I don’t think we did measure all the rooms ; we were then simply
measuring extras.

Q. Have you any papers or memoranda which will show what you
did measure ?

A. Yes, sir. [Produced a book and papers.] Well, there are the
figures from which we made up the bill; the certificate which we gave
for the extra work. It reads, I find, so many yards in Blue room; so
many yards in entry to ditto ; so many yards in Representatives’ Hall,
Senate coat-room, Senate Chamber, House coat-room, House wash-room,
Doric Hall, walls of Niche room, basement, room occupied by carpenters,
Refreshment room, Board of Agriculture’s rooms, Document room, extra
windows, Secretary’s room, wash-Toom west wing, Governor’s room,
Tax Commissioner’s room, Surgeon-General’s room, Treasurer’s private
room, and balusters. These are the extras that were in those separate
places. Then here is one coat on fly-doors, in Green room, Treasurer’s
room, on the iron fence outside, on the Watchman’s room, and on doors.
Then here are two coats on the furniture, bookcases, etc.; and two coats
in Representatives’ Hall, and two in the Senate Chamber, two in the Sur-
geon-General’s room, two on blinds, two on ceiling of Library. Then
there are three coats on front doors, on the upper entry, and on the walls
of the Niche room. There is one coat and size on the Blue room, Repre-
sentatives’ Hall, Senate Chamber, Doric Hall, room 6, west wing, and the
Senate gallery. There is shellac on Representatives’ Hall, and there is
oil and filling in the small Document room, Senate clerk’s room, Senate,
Post-office, House wash-room, Refreshment room, Document room,
Adjutant-General’s room, Committeeroom and Treasurer’s room. Grain-
ing on black walnut, on oak of front doors, and on oak on furniture,
bookcases, etc.,—2,679 yards of that graining; that was entirely separate.
Then there were 8,118 yards of varnishing, 341 yards of size in Council
Chamber, and cleaning of desks in the Senate clerk’s room and Green
room.
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Q. Well, this gives the number of yards of painting surface on the
extras ?

A. On the extras; yes, sir.
Q. Well, now taking the survey which you made upon the old State

House, and upon the plans for the extension, can you give us the number
of yards of painting surface ?

A. That we made in our original first estimate ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. [Handing a paper to Mr. Colburn.] This is the amount; I have

not got them figured up yet,—2B,ooo yards.
Q. Twenty-eight thousand two hundred and six yards ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That, I understand you, is the total painting surface upon the

inside of the State House, according to the survey of the old building,
and a calculation of the surface upon the plans of the new building, on
the extension ?

A. On the inside and outside.
Q, Inside and outside ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, sir, can you give us the inside separate?
A. I can give it as I gave it to a master mechanic here'at the last

time the State House was to be repainted. He came to me and wanted
the figures, knowing I made a survey. When the contract was first
made, it called for two and three coat painting. As some of the outside
was of that nature, I had to take the old book, and deduce from that
what would be the outside and what would be the inside; and I gave
that to them as a basis to go on and paint. Well, now, when this build-
ing was renovated, if I recollect right, this was raised up one story—they
made part of the outside two and part three coats; so in the basis which
I gave this mechanic to compete for the work this year, I gave it, to the
best of my judgment, from old figures, how much would be outside and
how much inside.

Q. Please examine that and see if it is a correct statement of the num-
ber ofyards to be painted in the inside of the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; that is what I gave to him.
Q. What is the number ?

A. Twelve thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine yards.
Q. And that is a correct statement, then, of the number of yards of

painting-surface in the inside of the State House, as it now is ?

A. Yes, sir. I wish to explain one thing about that. It is customary,
among mechanics here, and among capitalists, when they build an edifice,
to ask for estimates for its cost; and it is a custom of mechanics to go and
make an estimate on that before the building is built. Now that, as I
explained to the Committee before, was the way we made up this survey
in the first place. Now, to say that is exact, perhaps, would be saying
too much, because there are many things that we would, on a plan, and
especially for an estimate for a man to go in to compete with others, that
we might not make as minutely as we would if the man had gone on and
done the work, and was to be paid so much a yard for it, although we

49
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endeavor to figure, on a job of that kind for an estimate, as close as
possible.

Q. Well, is that substantially a correct statement of the number ot
yards ?

A. Yes, sir, as the building was then. I gave that, when the building
was being remodelled, professionally to a mechanic to base his figures
upon.

Q. Does it contain a correct statement of the number of square yards
of painting in the house, as it now stands ?

A. Yes, sir; I should give it professionally to any mechanic who asked
me for it.

Q. And does that paper contain the same for the outside P
A. Yes, sir; I should give him that for the outside.
Mr. Churchill. What is the outside, sir?
Mr. Colburn. Fourteen thousand eight hundred and seventeen yards.
Q. I understand you to say these surveys were made originally for

Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And who paid you for them ?

A. lie paid me for them.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) And I also understand you to say Mr. Flood

took the contract?
A. Got the contract on my figures.
Q. Based on your figures ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) That inside, Mr. Granger, would be correct,

provided they built it according to the plans; of course you cannot tell
whether they followed the plans out or not P

A. Exactly; and the plans were changed in a number of instances,
and that is the reason why we had to go again and measure for the extras.
Mr. Washburn, the architect, was here, and I made the survey. I suppose
it was settled on that; I know our bill was paid, and I know Mr. Flood
was paid; and that necessitated all this extra work he was allowed for
then.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) This extra work is included in this final make-
up?

A. It is included in this extra survey.
Q. Are those included in this ?

A. No, sir; part of the surveys are included in here. These estimates
we made and gave Mr. Flood, in the first instance, were the entire surface
of the building he was to paint. Now, his extras may have been origi-
nated on top of this, that he would have to paint on contract.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) The question is, whether your 12,989 yards is
all the surface that has to be painted inside of the State House as it now
is ?

A. Well, I gave it as it now is to the mechanic as a basis for an esti-
mate, not thinking that there had been any material change in the build-
ing.
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Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) That was from the plans made and from the
building before the building was remodelled ?

A. That was from the plans and the building. We came here and
measured the building; these figures were made three years ago, and I
gave them to the mechanic this year, being satisfied in my own mind that
there had been no material change in the State House.

Q. It was near enough for an estimate, but not near enough for any
mechanic to pay for?

A. Yes, sir; we are doing it every day in that way.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Does that outside include the dome?
A. I think it did.
Q. Are you quite sure of it P
A. lam quite sure it did.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Is there anything in your books which will

show the square yards upon the dome separate from the rest of the out-
side?

A, No, sir; I don’t think there is now, although I could possibly go
back eight years on my field-book and find it. I trust the Committee
understand my explanation of the way in which I gave the outside and
inside this time; that before, some of it was painted two, three and one
coats, and I separated it, to the best of my judgment and ability, from
my old figures to give another estimate.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Your estimate of 12,989 yards does not involve
in it the question of calculation, but whether there is one coat or how
many ?

A. No, sir; simply the surface of it.
Q The superficial area of it ?

A. Yes, sir.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. If I understand you correctly, Mr. Granger, you made a measure-
ment of the three-coat work, two-coat work and one-coat work by itself?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Separate measurement of each class of work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You took the State House as it was at that time and made a meas-

urement of the State House as you found it, and then took the plans and
made the best estimate from the plans which you could ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Those plans are not always the best thing to go by, are they? Not

always a sure thing ?

A. If the building is built as they are designed, it will be sure enough
for all purposes.

Q. You cannot always tell what the finish will be by the plans ?

A. Yes, sir; the finish is always specified in the carpenter’s specifi-
cation.

Q. Now, taking a building like this, 14,000 square yards in the out-
side, and cut up as this building is, would there not ordinarily be much
more painting inside than outside ?
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A. Well, sir, that is owing entirely to the finish. The finish of the
outside of this building is most elaborate; you take, for instance, the
columns of the portico and the time it would take a mechanic to prick in
there—the stock amounts to nothing, but men’s time will cover a great
many yards of such surface as this wall, and our survey is predicated on
a smooth surface. When we talk about “ a yard square of painting ”we
suppose it is a smooth surface like that; if a man pricks in, like around
the ventilator here, an allowance has to be made for time.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Well, that is not paint?
A. Well, supposing it was painting, I think it should have been

painted in behind there.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Isn’t there just as much finish in the inside

as there is in the outside of such a building as this ?

A. Well, that is entirely owing to the fancy of the architect as he
finishes it.

Q. Well, take this building as it is?
A. Could not form any criterion of that.
Q. Well, take a building cut up as this is, said to have about 113 or

114 rooms in it, in all of which the walls are painted, and everything else,
wouldn’t there ordinarily be a great deal more plain painting inside than
there was out ?

A. I don’t know that there would be, sir.
Q. Supposing a building was painted outside; supposing, then, that

the walls inside were to correspond with the outside, the inside walls are
painted over, there would be nearly as much then as there would be on
the outside ?

A. There would be more on the outside. I don’t know where you are
drawing to, but I would say this: that in a square yard here, the size aud
exact measurement, you take that exact measurement on the outside of
the building, it would measure a great deal more.

Q. Would measure more ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. On account of what ?

A. The allowance for the brick-work, and the joints of the brick-work.
Q. But even in making all those allowances; wouldn’t there be in a

building cut up as this is—with 113 rooms—wouldn’t there be ordinarily
more painting inside than there was out ?

A. I could not answer that question, sir; it is entirely as the building
is cut up, lam frequently asked when Igo to a building, “ How much
will this make P ” I never give a statement of what I thought it would
measure, and always tell them, “Wait till you get the figures, and then
you will find out.”

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Your measurement of the surface involves in
it the character of the surface as well as the contents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that when you measure a square yard of outside brick-work

it may amount to two yards ?

A. Not in that proportion, but it amounts to more than smooth walls.
Q. And that is the way your calculations were made on all of this
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painting, making allowance for the character of the work as well as the
surface ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Granger, do you know from your own

knowledge whether the dome was painted or gilded at the time you
made this survey ?

A. The dome was painted; the upper cupola was gilded; the rest was
painted.

Hugh J. Toland
Resumed his statement as followsln order, Mr. Chairman, that the
Committee may not be misled by what Mr. Granger has justbeen pleased
to state to the Committee, in regard to the survey tor extra work, I desire
to state to the Committee that if they desire any additional information
upon that point, that by referring to Mr. Flood’s bill of that year they
will have the matter set before them in such a way that it would be
utterly impossible for them to make a mistake. The bill sets forth the
number of yards of one-coat work and two-coat work and three-coat
work, and it is set forth so much clearer than has been stated by Mr.
Granger, that it seems to me it would be advisable and profitable for the
Committee to refer to that bill.

I believe that when I left off yesterday, Mr. Chairman, that the Com-
mittee had decided to send for certain persons that I had the honor to
name to the Committee, for the purpose of getting their testimony as ex-
perts, so that they might estimate the value of the painting both on the
inside and outside of the State House. In addition to the names that I
presented yesterday, I desire to present the name of one other gentleman,
and that gentleman is Mr. Flood himself. I understand that Mr. Flood
has been before the Committee, and when questioned upon this he either
could not recollect or he did not desire to place an estimate of the value
per yard neither on the inside or outside. If the Committee will refer to
Mr. Flood’s bi(l of the year ofwhich I spoke, 1867 or 1868, they will find
there—l don’t know whether it will be what Mr. Flood considers it worth
a yard—but they will find there what he charges both for one, two and
three coat work; and I think the Committee will find that seven years
ago Mr. Flood’s idea of painting on the inside of the State House and my
estimate of painting on the inside of the State House which I gave to the
Committee yesterday are very nearly alike. I bring this matter forward,
because I think the Committee desire all the information they can get,
and knowing they can get this information without any great additional
trouble, I thought I would bring the matter to the attention of the Com-
mittee. I have seen a copy of the bill which I refer to, and I know that
it is to be had.

I was questioned yesterday by the Chairman of the Committee in pri-
vate, in relation to some work that I was superintending at the State
House last summer, while the' painting and other repairs were going on,
and as some of the Committee may not understand the nature and char-
acter of that work, and inasmuch as the matter has been reverted to by
certain witnesses who came before the Committee, I desire to have that
matter clearly understood; and if the Committee will pardon me I will
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give as short a history as I possibly can of the work which was going on
at that time. The Committee on the State House asked for an appropri-
ation of $ 1,500 to secure the proper ventilation of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and under the Resolve which was introduced and passed by
the legislature, a gentleman from Lowell, Mr. Blood, and myself were
appointed a committee to superintend the work. We had a somewhat
prolonged hearing upon the matter, and finally it was decided to award
the contract for ventilating the House of Representatives to a gentleman
whose name is Mehan, and, acting under the advice of the committee, we
awarded him the contract. Before proceeding to work, Mr. Mehan fur-
nished the committee with a list of specifications, and finally agreed that
the work was to be done to the entire satisfaction and approval of the
committee, and no money was to be received until such approval was
received from the committee; and it was for the purpose of seeing that
this work was properly carried out that I felt called upon to visit the
State House quite a number of times during the recess; and inasmuch as
Mr. Simmons and others, I believe, have stated that they were called
upon during that time to do work for Mr. Mehan, and it might seem as if
some explanation was required, I desire to state to the Committee, that in-
asmuch as the gentleman was doing his work by contract, it seems to me
he had a right to call upon any person whom he desired to employ, if he
was willing to give proper compensation for the service rendered; and
as he did so, it seems to me it entirely clears up the point why Mr. Sim-
mons was employed by Mr. Mehan

At the time of my various visits to the State House, although I did not
have any particular interest in the matter at that time, of course the man-
ner in which the other work was being performed was more or less
brought to my notice; and as I invariably, when I came to the State House,
made it a rule to go down into the basement for the purpose of having a
conversation with Mr. Dean, the State House engineer, so that I might
ascertain from him as to how Mr. Mehan was progressing in his work, I
very often found, upon going into the basement, quite a number of the
workmen about the State House, and I cannot recollect now whether
they were masons or painters; at any rate, they were dressed in the uni-
form that is generally worn by artisans of these two trades,—dressed in
white overalls. I generally found quite a number of them loafing in the
room, which is called the smoking-room, at the foot of the stairs,—every
member of the legislature will understand what room I refer to.

Mr. Churchill. Loafing where P
Mr, Tor,and, They were loafing in the smoking-room. I must have

visited the State House at least twenty times during last summer, and I
think it fair to say, on every occasion when I visited the State House, I
went into the basement, and on a great many of these visits, I found a
large number of these workmen—both painters and masons—congre-
gated in this smoking-room, and seemingly doing nothing, and seemingly
caring little whether anything was to be done or not. I desire to state,
that, at no time when I visited the State House, did I see any evidence of
any great activity on the part of the workmen, but I very often found
quite a number of them loafing about without any apparent concern, and
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seemingly haying nothing to do. Of course, I paid very little attention
to the matter at that time; I considered that it was none of my business
whether these workmen did their work well or not, or whether they spent
their time either in painting the State House or loafing about. I was not
concerned in it in any way. I was not responsible for anything that was
going on, and I considered the commissioners would be held responsible
for the manner in which the work was performed, and I was perfectly
willing that these workmen should act in the manner they deemed ad-
visable. I don’t know, Mr. Chairman, that I have anything further to
say.

Q. (By the Chairman.) When did Mr. Mehan complete his job ?

A. Mr Mehan completed his job so as to have the House ready before
the legislature assembled, but inasmuch as I had decided that he was
not to receive any money until it was proven beyond the possibility of a
doubt that he had done his work and done it well, and had carried out
the plans which he had presented to the committee, I did not pay his bill,
or approve his bill, until the House had been put to the test incident to
the large congregation at the time of the senatorial elections ; and even
then I was not willing to approve his bill until I had gone to quite a
number of the members of the House, who had been there for years, and
received their opinion as to whether the ventilation of the House had
been changed for the better; and each and every one of them admitted
that the ventilation was very much better and very much improved; and
upon that testimony I finally approved his bill.

Q. Did he work here until the painting was finished ?

A. Mr. Mehan?
Q. Or you ?

A. I was here, yes, sir; up to the Ist of January. I believe that Mr.
Mehan tested his ventilation some two or three days before the legisla-
ture assembled, and I was present for the purpose of seeing how the
rooms and the House of Representatives would stand the test.

Q. (By Mr Shaw.) You were somewhat acquainted with the State
House in 1874,— during that year. There has been considerable testi-
mony as to the dirty and filthy condition it was in; what have you got
to say about that ?

Q. Well, I have had an acquaintance with the the State House, Mr.
Shaw, for the last five years. I have been in the State House since 1871,
and I never saw anything about the condition of the State House that
would justify any of the strong remarks which I have heard have been
stated in this committee room with regard to the very dirty and filthy
condition of the walls.

Q. There has been considerable said here in regard to the dirty and
filthy condition, and that was what I wanted to call your attention to.

A. There is one point, Mr. Chairman, that I desire to touch on, and
that is, the bill which has been presented to the commission by the
plumber; and it appears remarkable to me that a building in which the
plumbing was supposed to be entirely intact on the Ist day of July, or in
the middle of June, at the time the survey was made and the estimates
presented to the committee, and when it was believed at that time that

Q. Or you?
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it was not necessary to spend a single dollar upon the plumbing con-
nected with the State House, that we should now find a bill of something
over f. 1,000 presented to the committee. I cannot understand why the
work should have been done, and I don’t even know whether this bill
was contracted in repairing the plumbing connected with the State
House, or whether it was for extra work which was put in by order of
the commissioners. It seems to me, that under the Resolve, that
the commissioners themselves have no right to contract for this
work; but if they had a right to put in a lot of extra new plumbing,
they had just the same right to put another wing or another story upon
the building, and I cannot understand why they went on in that way;
but, of course, I have no means of knowing whether this bill is for new
work or old work, and know nothing about it. I have not had access
to the bills, and have been so busy in other parts of the State House, that
I could not attend the meetings of this Committee for the purpose of hear-
ing the evidence.

Mr. Colburn. The plumber has offered to furnish a statement in
writing of what was new work and what was repairs, but he has not yet
furnished it.

Mr. Toland. I only desire to say—for the plumber presents a very
large bill for repairs—that it is surprising that the State House, in October
or November, should require any large amount of money to be spent
upon the plumbing, whereas, in June, the plumbing was entirely intact!

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. I was not here when you testified yesterday, but if I understand
you correctly, so far as the painting was concerned, your evidence yester-
day was what you heard from other persons ?

A. So far as the painting was concerned, yes, sir.
Q. You speak about the persons loafing—you don’t say whether

painters or masons; to which of the commissioners did you state that
factP

A. To which of the commissioners ?

Q. Yes.
A. I never stated it to any of the commissioners, and I didn’t make

that statement either.
Q. I supposed you had.
A. As I told the Committee, I considered it was none of my business;

I didn’t think I was justified in complaining, because it was none of my
business.

Q. Then why make the complaint now ?

A. Because I understand this Committee is desirous of ascertaining
whether workmen employed about the State House did their business
or not.

Q, Why didn’t you, as a senator, report that to the commissioners ?

A. If I had had an opportunity of doing so I might have done it; but
the question which the counsel has asked brings from me the additional
statement that I must have visited the State House twenty times last
summer and I never but once met a commissioner, and on that day I met
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Dr. Loring; he was the only commissioner I met during the recess at the
State House, and as his mind was burdened with details at that time,
I didn’t think it either advisable or necessary to make any complaint to
him of the way in which the workmen were doing their business.

James M. Tolman— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State your full name and business.
A. James M. Tolman.
Q. And what is you business ?

A. Watchman of the State House.
Q. Have you been over the State House to make an examination of it

to see what rooms were painted last year ?

A. I have, sir.
Q. Have you prepared a statement in writing of the rooms that were

painted ?

A. I have, sir.
Q. Please look at that paper and see if that is a statement of the

rooms ?

A. [After examining the paper.] That is a statement of the rooms,
sir.

Q. This is a statement of all the rooms in the State House P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And it also contains a statement of the number of rooms that were

painted and those that were not painted in 1874, does it?
A. I have got the statement of the rooms that were not painted in

1874 on this paper.
Q. Here is a statement here, “Humber of rooms not painted in 1874,

east side 12 rooms, basement six rooms ”; that is a correct statement of
the number of rooms which were not painted last year.

A. Yes, sir; one more room to be added, the governor’s aids room.
Q. One more room to be added; what room is that ?

A. The governor’s aids room.
Q. Then there were 19 rooms which were not painted last year ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. And this summary at the end, 121, includes all the rooms in the'

State House, water-closets and all P
A. Yes, sir
Q. One hundred and twenty-one rooms in the State House, 21 of which,

are water-closets ?

A. Yes, sir; and three fire-proofs.
Q. Are the fire-proofs included in the rooms to make up the 121 ?

A. Yes, sir; they are included.
Q. What is the size of the fire-proofs, or about the size ?

A. They are about 20X15, two of them, and the other one is undbr
the adjutant-general’s office, running the whole length; 19 of them are
not painted.

Q. Were these fire-proofs painted?
A. No, sir; I don’t call them rooms, these fire-proofs.
Q. They are not included in the 121 P

50
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A. Yes, sir; they are included in the whole; the whole is 121 rooms,
but we didn’t call them rooms.

Q. Speak a little louder, the Committee cannot hear you. The whole
number of rooms in the State House, including the water-closets and the
fire-proofs, is 121, is it?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Of those rooms the three fire-proofs—
A. Are not included in them.
Q. Well, wait till I get through my question. Among the rooms

which were not painted are these fire-proofs ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is that number to be added to the 19 rooms which you have before

specified as not being painted ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So that in the six rooms in the basement which are not painted,

which you give in this statement, three of them are those fire-proofs, are
they ?

A. I didn’t understand you then.
Q. Well, I want to get at the exact number of rooms that have not

been painted ?

A. Well, I have got them here, and will state it to you.
Mr. Yerry. It will be necessary, Mr. Colburn, before we get through,

to have him specify the rooms which have not been painted, in order that
the surveys may give us the contents of those rooms.

Witness. In the basement, the Visiting Agent’s room, and the water-
closets and packing-room.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Water-closets to the Visiting Agent’s room ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, what we want you to do is to describe the rooms, so that any

of us can go and find them. State what they are, and where they are, that
are not painted.

A. These are in the basement, sir,—all the water-closets on the east
side. I found out since, they were painted one coat on the outside; the
inside of the water-closets were not painted.

Q. They are all in the basement ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Three water-closets in the basement ?

A. There are 12 water-closets in the basement,—10 on the east side,
and two on the west side; those two on the west side were painted.

Mr. Peirce. How would it do to ask how many rooms there are in the
basement, and how many rooms there are out of this number which are
painted ?

Mr. Yerry. This is what we are to do to make this evidence of any
importance. What wo want to know is, how many rooms were painted,
in order that the surveys may give us the contents of these rooms.

Mr. Peirce. I thought that would get it.
Mr. Yerry. Any way you can get it, lam willing.
Mr Churchill I would suggest that he go on and read from his

list, and then ask him questions afterwards.
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Mr. Terry. Any way to get at it.
Witness. The Visiting Agent’s room ; packing room, what we call a

storeroom; and one fire-proof; that fire-proof—l mean the Adjutant Gen-
eral’s—that is all wood-work in that.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Those are all in the basement ?

A. Those are all in the basement; and the engine-room; making in
all six rooms in the basement.

Q. Now, go to the next story ?

A. Then you come to the east side; in the Doric Hall the statuary
room; and after the Doric Hall the Tax Commissioner’s,—there are two
rooms which have not been painted.

Q. In the tax commissioner’s department ?

A. Yes, sir; and then there is a room opposite the watchman’s room,
which we call a carpet room, which has not been painted, When we
get up into the next story there is the Document room leading from the
wash-room in the Doric Hall; leading from the Bank Commissioner’s room
there is a small room with one window in it that runs the whole length,
has never been painted—it is where the United States scales are, and
measures. And there is, getting away up on to the floor over the Senate,
Dr, Wheelwright’s room, and above that there are three rooms that have
not been painted.

Q. Immediately over?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Immediately over Dr. Wheelwright’s room ?

A. Yes, sir; and over the Senate, too, and Mount Vernon Street, the
same as the Blue room.

Q. The Blue room hasn’t ?

A. I say these three rooms which lie over Dr. Wheelwright’s room
run parallel to the Blue room to Mount Vernon Street.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Tolman, how long have you been
employed in the State House ?

A. I have been here permanently for 23 years come next July.
Q. Did you notice at any time during the repairs,—at the time, the

repairs Were going on,—how the men worked here P
A. Well, I noticed them somewhat, sir.
Q. What did you notice ?

A. I noticed some worked pretty well, and some didn’t work, to
speak of.

Q. Well, did you notice any particular department?
A. Well, I was not in the departments much ; I was out on the Doric

Hall.
Q. Well, any departments of the work,—masons, painters,—did you

notice whether they,-particularly any department, the men were at work ?

A. No, I don’t remember any more; saw nobody in particular; I
noticed the painters more than anybody else.

Q. Did they work well or badly ?

A. They worked well sometimes; always, with a large gang of men,
there are one or two loafing around ; it always has been so.
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Q. Do you know anything about the carpeting of the Representatives’
Hall?

A, No, sir; I don’t know anything about it.
Q. Do you know anything about the extra amount of carpeting in any

room in the State House being more than had been purchased before;
do you know that more carpet had been purchased for any one room in
the State House than had ever been purchased before ?

A. At this time, do you mean ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. The sergeant-at-arms had purchased some for the House of Rep-

resentatives, and he purchased some to mend it up with since he has
been in.

Q. You mean the new sergeant-at-arms ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I don’t mean that. I mean the original purchase of carpeting,

when the State House was refurnished; do you know anything about
any large amount of carpet that was bought, more than was necessary to
furnish some of the rooms ?

A. Some that was left over to patch up with—that is all I know of.
Q. Do you know where the large amount of old carpeting went to

that was taken from the State House when this refurnishing was done ?

A. It was sold.
Q. Who sold it ?

A, I sold it, sir.
Q. By whose orders ?

A. The sergeant-at-arms ?

Q. Who was the sergeant-at-arms at that time ?

A. Major Morissey.
Q. To whom did you deliver the money ?

A. I delivered it to him, sir.
Q. Do you know whether it has been passed into the treasurer’s office ?

A. I don’t know, sir; I don’t know anything about it after I delivered
it to him.

Q. You passed over the money to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how much he sold ?

A. Well, I have not got my minutes; I think it was about §152.60.
Q, Do you know when that was sold ?

A. At different times, sir.
Q. Whom did you sell it to ?

A. Different individuals,
Q. Will you name some of them ?

A. Yes, sir; if I had my minutes here I could give you the whole of
them.

Q. I have no doubt of it; I shall have to call for the minutes by and
by. Can you give me some of the names ?

A. I sold §4O worth of carpet to Mr. WilliamF. Stoddard, one of the
watchmen.

Q. Who else? Well, will you bring your minutes here to-morrow?
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A. I will, sir.
Q. Have you been in the habit during the last ten or fifteen years, or

six or ten years, ofselling the old carpeting under Mr. Morissey’s orders ?

A. I had my orders from Major Morissey to dispose of the carpet.
Q. How long at any time did you keep the money in your possession

for the sale of the carpets before you turned it over to him ?

A. A couple of years, I think.
Q. Do you know whether that money went into the auditor’s office or

the treasurer’s office ?

A. I could not tell you anything about that, sir.
Q. You merely passed it over to him ?

A. Yes, sir; I was under him, and did what he told me to.

Q. What amounts have you sold, doyou remember, within the last five
or ten years ?

A. That is all that I ever sold.
Q. All that you ever sold ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how much carpet has come back into the State House

within the last six weeks ?

A. I don’t know anything about it, sir.
Q. And you don’t know where the large amount of old carpeting

went to that was taken up when the building was refurnished ?

A. This last fall ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I know where it is now.
Q. Where is it ?

A. In the carpet-room down in the basement.
Q. Is it good carpet ?

A. Some of it may be good and some of it may be poor.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you see any one taking away the old

lumber here ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Was there any complaint made to you at any time of old lead or

tools or coats, or anything of that sort, being stolen at the State House P
A. Never heard of it, sir.
Q. Was there any difficulty in obtaining a room in the State House in

which to store old lead, tools or lumber, if it was needed, while the re-
pairs were going on ?

A, They could store it in the basement or the cellar.
Q. A chance to lock it up, wasn’t there ?

A. Yes, sir; in the engine-room and the boiler-room.
Q. Was there any particular risk of old lead or anything of that sort

that was taken from the inside of the State House while the repairs were
going on, and for which new material was substituted,—was there any
particular risk of that stuff being stolen here ?

A, Well, I could not say, with so many men around. If no workman
carried it off, I think not.

Q. Well, was there any risk except from the workmen P
A. No, sir; I don’t think there was.
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Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Was it in 1871, or in 1874 or 1875, that
you paid this money over to Major Morissey for the carpeting ?

A. I think 1871 or 1872.
Q, How did you give it to him, in an envelope ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It was the collection of two years ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Were you ever applied to for a room to store

this old stuff, and refused it P
A. No, sir; was never applied to.
Q. If the workmen had applied to you, you would have found a room

for them P
A. I don’t know that we could get a room for them, except in the

basement.
A. That is, you would have found a place that would have been in a

safe position ?

A. What I consider safe; in the basement or cellar.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) They would be exposed to no danger except

to the workmen about the building, would they ?

A. No, sir.

Calvin W. Haven— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) You are a painter, are you, Mr. Haven?
A. I have been, sir.
Q. For how many years ?

A. About 50 years.
Q. Your full name, sir, is—
A. Calvin W. Haven.
Q. About Boston ? *

A. Yes, sir; for the last 16 years I have not done anything of any
consequence, sir.

Q. Have you ever done painting on the State House, Mr. Haven ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Inside painting ?

A. I have painted it inside and out, twice, sir.
Q. When did you do it?
A. I think the last time was 30 years ago, sir; I cannot recollect to

bring that to mind.
Q. I want to get your opinion, as an expert, as to the value of painting

the inside of the State House, two coats, by the square yard ?

A. Well, sir, two coats, I should say, would be worth about 18 cents a
yard.

Q. And three coats ?

A. Three coats, from 18 to 28 cents; about 28 cents, sir, I think.
Q. 1 want, now, to know the value of painting two coats, and glossing

two coats ?

A. Well, sir, as I said before, I have not been in the business much for
the last eight or ten years, and I don’t know what they are charging; but
I should say from 36 to 40 cents would be my judgment now.
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Q. You know the cost of materials and labor now ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you base your judgment upon the cost of materials and labor

at this time when you say 18, 28, 35 and 40 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And not upon the old prices ?

A. No, sir. We didn’t get so much pay at that time as they are getting
now—at the time I did the House ?

Q. Do you include in your estimate, in these prices which you have
fixed, the cost of washing the walls in addition to painting—the usual
necessary washing of walls that are dirty ?

A. No, sir; Ido not,
Q. Well, how much would it cost P I don’t know that this is a ques-

tion which you could answer.
A. No, sir; I could not.
Q. It would depend upon the condition, of course. Do you know

anything about the condition of the walls of the State House inside last
year ?

A. I have not been in the inside of the State House, I think, for ten
years, till this morning.

Q. So you could not speak of that without knowing more of the
condition ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Can you tell what the comparative amount

of labor is upon the inside and the outside, whether it is more or less, the
inside or the outside ?

A. I could not judge of that, sir.
Q. You have no means of telling at the time you painted it whether

the labor was more on the inside or the outside ?

A. No, sir; at the time I painted it we used to take advantage of the
weather. We worked on the inside and the outside at the same time.
When the weather was perfectly bright we worked on the outside, and
when it was bad we worked on the inside. I took no account of it.

Q. So you have no means of knowing whether the inside cost more
or not?

A. No, sir.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.
Q. I understand you have not been in business for about ten or fifteen

years ?

A. lam in the paint business, but not in the painting business; no,
sir. I have not done anything in the painting business for the last two
or three years. I have had a partner who superintended it for me. My
partner attended to that part of the business. I have not attended to the
outside, or the painting business, for about fifteen years.

Q. Well, if I understood you correctly in your direct examination, you
stated you didn’t feel competent to give an opinion about these prices.

A. No, sir; not at this present time.
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David Whiston—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Veruy.) Where do you live, Mr. Whiston?
A. Boston.
Q. Are you a painter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long have you been engaged in that business ?

A. About 29 About 30 years.
Q. About 30 years ?

A. Thirty years in July since I first went into the business.
Q. Did you examine the State House last year with theview of taking

the contract for painting it, or a portion of it ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. When did you make the examination ?

A. At the time the Resolve was before the House. After they had
made up their estimate and put in the Resolve for painting the State
House, I then went to work and made an estimate at that time.

Q. You made your estimate with the view of taking the contract ?

A. With the view of taking the contract. I went to Senator Toland
and asked him how the work was to be done, and he said in all probabil-
ity by contract, and wanted to know if I wanted to go in for it. I told
him I did, and he said, “ You had better go to work about it.”

Q; Well, sir, did you have any guide by which you were governed in
determining the superficial contents of the inside of the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that the survey of Mr, Granger?
A. Yes, sir. I went to Mr. Granger. I understood he had the sur-

vey, I started early and went to him and got the survey from him.
Q. Now, did you examine all the inside of the State House to see what

was to be done ?

A. I did all of the rooms as far as I could get into, round where I
could get at; I didn’t ask anybody to let me into rooms, but where rooms
were open and I could get into them; and the entries and corridors, and
Doric Hall I examined.

Q. In what condition did you find the walls of the State House at that
time ?

A, They were in fair condition.
Q. Could they properly be described as being in a very filthy condi-

tion ?

A. No, sir; I should say not.
Q. Now, what is, in your judgment, a fair price for painting the in-

side of the work, two coats ?

A. Two coats ?

Q. Yes, sir; and preparing the walls and making such necessary
preparations, so far as cleaning is concerned, for painting ?

A. O, I should say from 86 to 40 cents; somewhere in that neigh-
borhood.

Q. What should you say for three coats ?

A. Well, as far as the third coat is concerned, there is more time than
stock; probably even the whole of it might be done, and glossing, for
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about 45 cents; I don’t know but I should be willing to do it, and was at
that time, for 40 cents.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Three coats and glossing P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Three coats and glossing and preparing the

work and everything ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As I understand you, you state you would be willing to have done

it for 40 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you at that time make a computation of how much it would

amount to in gross for doing the inside of the State House ?

A. I did outside, and both; I made up a statement there at that time
in connection with the other party—there were two of us going in to
do it.

Q. Who is the other gentleman ?

A. Mr. Houston; he is now dead.
Q. Now, you made a computation for the gross cost of doing this

work; how much was it for the inside work?

A. I think, if my memory serves me right—l left the memorandums
which we made—we went over them together; after going round the build-
ing and taking these surveys for a basis, we put them down in items, but
I could not give the items to-day, because 1 left them with him; but in
gross our figures, I think, which we calculated to put in at that time were
§14,700.

Q. Did they include the inside and outside ?

A. They included the inside and outside, and the gilding of the dome,
and putting the staging up, and everything.

Q. Fourteen thousand dollars ?

A. Fourteen thousand seven hundred dollars, I think; it might have
been §15,000, but lam not positive about that; we made up the figures,
and he had them.

Q. It was not over §15,000 ?

A. No, sir; it was in that neighborhood.
Q. Well, how much of that was inside painting ?

A. My impression is that the figures we made up at that time for the
outside, including the dome, were §7,600, and think somewhere in the
neighborhood of about §7,000 inside : I cannot give it exact, because I
have not got the figures; if I had the figures I could give them.

Q. It was, at any rate, between §7,000 and §B,OOO for the one and
§7,000 for the other ?

A. Yes, sir; about that; I cannot give them just exactly.
Q. Well, sir, would you have been willing to have taken a contract

to do this work P
A. At that time I should, and at the present time.
Q. You would then, and would now ?

A, Yes, sir; I went—afterwards I found it was going to be let by the
day—l went and saw two of the commissioners, and told them—-

-51
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Q. Let us get through with this. I want to ask you another question.
Did this estimate for the outside include the gilding of the dome ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, having made your calculations, you went to see two of the

commissioners ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who did you see ?

A. I saw Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley.
Q Where did you see them ?

A. I saw Mr. Kimball at his house and Mr. Wiley at Charlestown; he
was working at tire Eastern Railroad Depot, somewhere over there,
building a depot at Prison Point

Q. What did you say to Mr. Kimball ?

A. O, at the time I went to see Mr. Kimball, I went to see if he was
going tq let it out by contract, or what he was going to do. He told me at
that time that the commissioners had not made up their minds, and that
he was in favor of doing it by the day. I asked him if he would put it
out by the day, or contract and furnish so many men and so much stock,
and he said he didn’t know at that time what they would do; that he had
authorized Mr. Wiley to go ahead and overhaul the building and see
what mason-work was necessary to be done. That was the only inter-
view I had with Mr. Kimball.

Q. Now, what was your interview with Mr. Wiley ?

A. I could not get much out of Mr. Wiley, any way.
Q. Well, give us the interview, what he said and what you said ?

A. I talked with him some, as I did with Mr. Kimball, about letting
it out.

Q. Either by the contract or the day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ask Mr. Wiley if the commission would be 'willing to

receive bids by the day ?

A. He said the commission hadn't met and hadn’t decided anything
about the bids; guess he had his painter already picked out and didn’t
care about any new ones coming in.

Q. Did you make any further effort P
A. Yes, sir, I did; I had some friends see Mr. Kimball and Mr. Wiley.
Q. You sent friends to Mr. Wiley and Mr. Kimball in your behalf?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did they report to you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In consequence ofwhat they said to you, did you make anyfurther

effort ?

A. No, sir; I took Mr. Kimball to be a man of his word and I didn’t
follow him up, as I should probably some others. From what Mr. Kim-
ball gave me to understand, and what he gave my friends to understand
at the time, I thought he would do all he could to give me the job on the
State House.

Q. And so you did no more about it P
A. Did no more about it.
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Q. Waited for something to turn up ?

A. Yes, sir; waited for something to turn up.
Q. And that was ail you ever heard about it ?

A. That was all I ever heard about it, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Mr. Whiston, you, as a master painter—what

should you be willing to do this work for, if you had been called upon to
do it by the day—what percentage on your help would have been a fair
price to have charged to have done such a job as this ?

A. Well, I think, with the number of men that were employed here
at the State House, if I got 75 cents a day on a man—

Q. Seventy-five cents a day on a man ?

A. I should be obliged to pay for good men from f2.75 to |3. Good
men you cannot get short of f3.

Q But in doing such a job as this all of you master painters always
work in cheaper help ?

A. Sometimes we do.
Q. To a very good advantage P
A. Where it can be worked.
Q. Well, if you had 75 cents a day on your help, should you expect to

have charged an advance on your stock ?

A, It would depend altogether upon what kind of an agreement I
would make.

Q. What lam coming at is, what would have been fair? Would it
have been fair for you to have furnished this stock at cost, and then your
profits would have been made up at 75 cents a day on your men that you
furnished, and your own time put in ?

A. I would have been willing to have done that, sir.
Q. That is, if you put in your own time, you would expect you and

your partner to have devoted your time to it, and charged for it ?

A. Our idea was, that both of us were going to devote our time here,
if we had got the work.

Q. In other words, you would have been your own foreman ?

A. Yes, sir; lam always; I work with my men.
Q. That would include your brushes which you furnished, would it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. About what is the average wear and tear per man for brushes, —

we will say, the wear and tear and risk of being lost,—what does it cost
per day, or what would be the average cost per day for brushes and
losses P

A. It is a pretty hard thing to get at that, because some brushes are
better than others.

Q. But on the general principle ?

Q. O, well, you take a brush and it would last a man three or four
weeks, working every day; I don’t know but longer; some brushes, I say,
are better than others.

Q. Can you form any opinion about it P
A. No, I cannot form any opinion ; I never took any particular pains

in regard to them.
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Q. Can you form any opinion about the general basis for a man
doing a job like this P What would the brushes come to ?

A. Working every day, I should say a brush ought to last a man three
or four weeks,—that includes day-work; when I furnish a man I don’t
charge anything,—l furnish tools. When I furnish a man to do a job, I
furnish the tools, and charge so much a day for the man, and so much a
pound on the stock.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) But what I want to get at is, what would be the
average cost of wear and tear on brushes per man ?

A. lam not prepared to-day, sir, to give such an opinion.
Q. Well, give your opinion. What is a brush, a good brush, worth?
A. You can buy good brushes at $lB a dozen.
Q. One dollar fifty cents apiece then ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. And those brushes would last a man for three or four weeks?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) The idea is, how much would he take out

daily for that brush ?

A. It might cost 30 or 40 cents a day; it would not cost so much.
Mr. McNutt. It would be five cents a day.
Q, (By Mr. Shaw.) Do you think 10 cents per day would cover it

amply, for stealings, you say, and losses ?

A. O yes, sir; I don’t calculate to have any brushes stolen, if I can
help it.

Q. I know that; you take your risk ?

A. Yes, sir; I take my risk; I always give a man a brush, and cal-
culate he will return it back to the shop.

Q. I know that. Well, what is your opinion on such jobs as this ?

A. Ten cents a day.
Q. You think that might cover all contingencies ?

A. I think it might cover everything; lam not positive, because I
have never figured it up.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How do you keep the time of your men
when you send them out ?

A. The way Ido is, I have two books; I have a day-book, and when
1 go home I have a ledger which I put it into.

Q. Do you send men out under a foreman ?

A. No, sir; lam my own foreman, sir; I look after my own men.

Q. And post your accounts nightly ?

A. Yes, sir; post my accounts myself.
Q. They would show the time, three-fourths of a day and half a day,

wouldn’t they ?

A. Yes, sir; if I was working for you, I would show you every hour
of the work I did.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) In case you mix colors on a large job where
you charge by the day, do you charge any more for that kind of paint
than for any other kind of paint ?

A. If I am doing a job, and furnishing paint, I charge so much a
pound; it don’t make any difference what the color is.
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Q. No more for mixed colors ?

A. No, sir; I charge so much a pound for stock, and so much a day
for labor.

Q. That is, if there are 100 lbs. of mixed colors, and so many
pounds of lead, and so much oil ?

A. If I send lead on a job, I charge so much for that and so much for
the oil. It depends altogether what kind of a bargain I make with the
party.

Q. What I want to get at is whether you charge extra when you mix
colors on a job ?

A. I never do ; others do; they don’t all do alike.
Q. What is a fair value for putty—take a keg—by the pound, where

you are going to use a ton or so on the job ?

A. We buy it already made ; can buy it cheaper than we can make it.
Q. What is a fair price for putty ?

A, About two and a half or two and three-fourths cents.
Q. I mean what would you charge by the job; I don’t mean what

you paid P
A. About eight or ten cents a pound.
Q. By the quantity P
A. Yes, sir; there is a waste to it; it is apt to dry up. A man has got

to charge some profit for that.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Whiston, were you up here during the

time the painting was going on ?

A. No, sir; 1 was not; didn’t come into the building; had no business
here, and had something else to do.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you charge for staging P
A. When I figured, I included what staging I thought was necessary

on the building; that was included in the figures at that time.

Cross-examined bt Mr. Doherty.
Q, What kind ofputty is this you speak of?
A. Putty made of whitening and oil.
Q. There is a more expensive kind of putty, isn’t there ?

A. O, you can make putty more expensive ; but putty you make your-
self will cost you more than what you buy.

Q. There is what you call lead putty ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, That would be more expensive ?

A. Yes, sir; and the materials you put in to leaden it.
Q Speaking about mixed colors, would you charge on a job, if you

had four or five men at work by the day, and had the colors mixed in
your shop; you would charge for those mixed colors, and the labor of
mixing them, wouldn’t you ?

A. I would charge so much a pound for the stock. For mixed paint I
charge so much a pound mixed; if I have sent spirits and oil with it, I
charge so much a gallon for the spirits, and so much a gallon for the oil.

Q. If you agreed with a man to do a job for f 4 a day, you to furnish
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the stock, and nothing said about percentage on the stock, you would
charge a profit, wouldn’t you P

A. Why, certainly.
Q. Now, about the matter of charges; is $4 a day a high price ?

A. There would be a matter of teaming, etc., that I would have to
pay, and certainly I want to get something.

Q. If you buy stock, you expect to pay for it in a certain time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. If you have to wait six months for your money, are you not enti-

tled to some little consideration for that ?

A. They don’t give it.
Q. lam speaking now about this; you had a bill of stock; you expect

to pay for it within what time ?

A. Thirty days,
Q. You pay your bill in 30 days and you have to wait six months for

your pay P
A. I do, sir; have to wait longer.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) If you get it then you think it lucky ?

A. Yes, sir; think it lucky if I get it then.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Don’t you charge something extra, some

percentage on stock for that; isn’t it fair; isn’t it one reason why you
should charge a percentage on your stock ?

A. Yes, sir; that is a fair reason, certainly.
Q. You said, Mr. Whiston, in response, I think, to Senator Terry’s

question, that it was worth 35 to 40 cents for two-coat work and prepar-
ing for painting.

A. Yes, sir; I stated that.
Q. Three coats and glossing worth 45 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Isn’t it an extra coat of paint and a coat of glossing for 45 cents ?

A. A man can get over a great deal more varnishing by the day than
he can painting, because he has to work very fast to do a good job ; he
cannot sit down for half an hour and smoke his pipe; he has to finish
that door in order to do a good job.

Q. If a man smokes his pipe, you don’t consider that man is doing
much more, do you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. If it is worth 35 to 40 cents for two coats of plain work, why isn’t

it worth more than 40 cents for three coats, without glossing?
A I wish to make a correction there to what the senator asked me; I

understood him to say staging, and painting, and puttying, and cleaning,
and everything; that work would be worth twenty-five cents, or some-
where along there, and then to varnish it after that would be worth more;
your staging would be up, and it would be worth more.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) My inquiry, to which you said 35 or 40 cents,
didn’t include varnishing ?

A. I misunderstood your question; to do ordinary painting, on ordi-
nary houses, it can be done for 18 to 20 cents a yard; but take it in a
building like this, and you have got to make allowance for that.
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Q. Make a calculation for your staging, and charge accordingly ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You said 36 or 40 cents, as I understood you, for the ordinary

preparation of the walls, and painting two coats ?

A. That included staging and everything, the way I had figured it.
Q. Well, supposing your staging was furnished you?
A. Well, then I would not say it would cost so much.
Q. At what would you put it, where your staging was furnished you ?

A. I would put it at 18 to 20 cents; there would not be any more
trouble than to do a house, in my opinion; others might charge more;
they don’t all charge alike.

Q. I am not asking what others would charge; I am only asking
what would be a fair price ?

A. Eighteen to 20 cents where the staging is furnished.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Why should not a coat of paint and a coat of

gloss be worth more than 10 cents ?

A. Well, he didn’t say gloss sir, when he asked me about the two-coat
work.

Q. Well, then, he gave a question, “ three-coat work and glossing” ?

A. And I told him 40 to 45 cents.
Q. And you gave an advance of 10 cents on it ?

A. It is worth that.
Q. It is worth 10 cents more ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why shouldn’t it be worth more; a coat of gloss being worth 12

cents a yard, why shouldn’t a coat of paint be worth more than that, or as
much?

A. Why should it not ?

Q. Yes.
A. Well, I say two coats of paint are worth from 18 to 20 cents a

square yard.
Q. Now, the third coat is worth how much ?

A. The third coat ofpaint is worth—l would be willing to do it for 25
cents a yard. I did estimate it to do it for Mr. Flood on work which he
did for 24 cents a yard, three-coat work.

Q. Then the third coat would be worth seven cents a yard ?

A. Yes; six or seven cents, along there.
Q. And you think the gloss would be worth from nine to twelve cents,

wouldn’t it P
A. Did you put down the figures; I didn’t carry the figures in my head,

sir?
Q. Well, I say it wouldbe worth from nine to twelve cents.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Speaking about these mixed paints in doing

such a job as the inside of the State House; could not you buy your stock
and mix up your paints here, and order your stock here ?

A. Yes, sir; if I was doing this job I should order my stock here; I
should not want to go to my shop and lug my colors up here every
morning.
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Q. Buy your stock and get it delivered here ?

A. I would endeavor to get a room where I could deliver it in.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) If you had a large job like this, where you

charged a profit on your stock, would you also charge for the teaming of
your stock ?

A. IfI was getting no profit on my stock I should charge my
teaming.

Q. Well, if you were getting a profit on the stock you would not
charge the teaming ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr McNutt.) Did I understand from 18 to 20 cents included

the cleaning and washing walls ?

A. Yes, sir; I think so.
Q. Then 12 cents extra if you put on another coat of paint or a coat

of varnish ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) There is one question in regard to this putty

which I wish to ask. I find you were asked a question about the price
of white-lead putty; in making your estimate here, was there a very large
amount of white-lead putty to be used on the building here ?

A. I don’t know how much white-lead putty was to be used.
Q. I ask you how much was to be used of the white-lead putty ?

A. I understand you so; there was a good deal to be used around
here.

Q. You think there was more of the common putty than of the white-
lead putty?

A. Yes, sir.

Robert B. Semple—Sivorn.

Q (By Mr. Colburn.) Your full name, sir ?

A. Robert B, Semple.
Q. And your business ?

A. Painter.
Q. How long have you been a painter ?

A. Forty-three years.
Q. How long have you been engaged in Boston P
A. Thirty-two years.
Q. Thirty-two years in Boston ?

A. Between 32 and 33 years.
Q. What is a fair price for painting two-coat work, by the yard, at the

present time,—last fall, or the present time P
A. Well, it depends greatly upon the style ofwork we have to do, sir.
Q. Yr ou have seen the work here in the State House; been over it and

seen some of it?
A. I have not taken much notice of it; 1 have merely seen the build-

ing, that is all; plain-surface work, sand-papering and puttying up, is
worth about 22 cents, if it is easy to get at; if it'is hard to get at, and
requires staging, it is worth 26 cents.

Q. As I understand you, if the staging is furnished, and it is not diffi-
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cult to get at, two coats of painting, and sand-papering and puttying up,
would be worth 22 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And three-coat work, how much ?

A. About 80 cents.
Q. What did you say it would be worth if you furnished staging ?

A. It would be according to the amount of staging we had to furnish;
if it was this room, we could work on step-ladders; but if we had any-
thing higher, we would require staging. We can get along as high as 12
feet with tressles.

Q. What did you say three-coat work would be worth ?

A. About 30 cents.
Q, And three coats of paint and glossing would be worth how much ?

A. Well, there is a question about glossing. In the last coat of paint,
if the work is in good order, we have to add a little varnish, in order to
get the last coat to take ; gum demur has not got the strength that gum
copal has, and finally, it takes more time and stock, and the better the
work the more quantity of stock is taken up.

Q. Now, what would be the cost of three coats of painting and the
glossing with the demar varnish?

A. About 40 cents, with only one coat of gloss.
.Q. Two coats of gloss P
A, Would be worth 15 cents ; about 46 cents.
Q. And I understand you to say that your estimate includes sand-

papering and getting the walls ready?
A. Everything ready, unless there is any washing to do, and that we

don’t do unless by the day. If our walls are dirty and bad, and it is
specified that we wash them, we do that by the day; sand-papering and
puttying, etc,, is down in the contract.

Q Then you include everything in this but the washing ?

A. Everything but the washing.
Q. Now, taking a large contract like this, what is the ordinary profit,

per day, on your men ?

A. About 75 cents.
Mr. Terry. What is that that is 75 cents ?

Mr. Colburk. Taking a large contract like this, the ordinary profit
for men would be about 75 cents.

Q. Supposing you had such a contract as this, and it was stipulated
that you were to make no profit on your stock, would you still keep the
profit on your men at 75 cents per daj T ?

A, If it was stipulated that there should be no profit on the stock, I
should not charge any.

Q. Would it make any difference on the profit of your men ?

A. No, sir; not if I made that agreement.
Q. Well, in the absence of any agreement, supposing you were set at

work by the day, with the understanding only that you were to make no
profit on your stock, what would be your profit on your men ?

A. Well, I would make no such agreement, for the reason I should
have to pay my stock bill in 30 days. If the parties would pay at the ex-

-52
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piration of 30 days, then I could pay for my stock. But if I have to team
it, and put in nothing but solid stock, and have to measure it and strain
it and take all the refuse myself—

Mr. Colburn. You do not get my question, I think. Supposing you
had a job by the day, and the onljr limitation was that you should furnish
stock at cost, what profit would you make per day on your workmen ?

A. Seventy-five cents.
Q. Do you know anything about the condition of the State House last

summer.
A. I do not. I worked on the State House 25 years ago for Mr,

Hayden in the Senate Chamber.
Q. But you do not know anything about its present condition
A. Ido not.
Q. Or as to its condition last summer?
A. No, sir; I did not make any inspection. I came to see if there

would be any chance to get the painting, and came to the conclusion that
there would not be, and stopped there.

Q. What measures did you take to see whether you could get the job
of painting ?

A. Well, I asked one in the Senate, and went up two or three days,
and they told me they didn’t think there would be a shadow of a chance.

Q. Did you apply to either of the commissioners ?

A. I did not.
Q Did you look over the house to see what kind of a job it would be ?

A. Well, I could guess pretty nearly, sir, from working on the build-
ing before for Mr. Hayden. I knew the building did not take a great
deal of stock. I knew there was stock enough on the interior; the
exterior might take more.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) To whom did you apply ?

A. I asked Mr. Toland if he thought there would be any chance for
me to get it.

Q. He was the only one ?

A. He was the only one.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, in the estimate you have been making

of the cost of painting, you have estimated on surface where there has
been no paint?

A. Yes, sir; new work.
Q, Well, would it be more or less upon walls painted before?
A. It would be rather less on walls that were painted.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) With regard to the matter of brushes, etc.;

about what would be the average per man per day allowed for wear and
tear and loss of brushes ?

A. Well, it would depend altogether upon the work. On brick-work
or outside work there would be more wear and loss than on inside wood-
work.

Q. Well, what is the average cost per man for wear and loss on
brushes, and by having some stolen?

A. Well, from my experience for the last few years, they never come
to anything like that. We generally have a price where we limit our
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profits. In some oases we have men that will steal tools; some of them
are too lazy to carry them to the shop, and leave them behind ; then, in
some cases, brushes will cost us at the rate of f24 to $3O per dozen; on
other work it would not cost so much.

Q. Then, really, you do not charge anything for itj*
A. No, sir; I never do.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw,) On doing such a job as the inside of this build-

ing, should you consider 75 cents per day on your men a fair profit P
A. I should consider it a good one, because Ido small jobbing at that.
Q. And you furnish stock at what it cost ?

A. No, sir; I would not do that if I had to wait for my money.
Q. Well, suppose you had your money when you paid for it, once a

month ?

A. If I made that agreement I would stick to it,

Q. Well, suppose this job was to be let out, and that was the under-
standing, that you should furnish the-stock at what it cost, and your profit
would be based upon your men, what would be a fair profit on your
men per day,—that is what I want to get at ?

A. Well, sir, if I was to lose my time in looking after this stock, I
would charge for my time. If I was not allowed for the time I spent in
looking for this stock and finding out where I could best get it, I would
certainly charge a profit.

Q. If you were paid for your time ?

A. Then, I should charge nothing, sir. If I charged my day’s work, it
would be charged.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) I would like to ask now in regard to this mat-
ter of colored paints. Do you charge extra for colored paints where you
are painting large jobs like this, have your stock and are paid by the day
for mixing it ?

A. No, sir; I charge for the time spent in mixing.
Q. Now about this putty business. I would like to ask you what

putty is worth on a job like this?
A. There is putty that costs, from three to five cents per pound; but on

inside work I use white-lead putty.
Q. What is that worth ?

A. Ten cents per pound.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) I would ask you the same question I asked Mr.

Whiston, —whether, in doing a job like this, after buying your stock, you
could mix your paints here, or would it be necessary to have a shop
outside ?

A. I always mix my colors in the building. If I cannot got a room I
make a place outside, for the delay in bringing things would cost a great
deal.

Q. Then it would not be necessary to have a shop outside ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Would it not be an extra expense ?

A. Certainly it would be an extra expense. I should think it would,
unless they mixed them there and charged them at the shop. If I mixed
them there I should charge them there.
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Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Are you acquainted with gilding ?

A. Yes, sir; some; but to no great extent. It is not followed generally
by house-painters, except in a small way.

Q Did you do anything at it last year ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do painters occasionally do polishing ?

A. Yes, sir; they do shellac polishing.
Q. Is it not generally given to another branch of the trade ?

A. Not very often, sir. I should not give it to any person outside my
own men, for fear I would not have it done satisfactorily.

Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) Are the wages of a polisher any more than
those of a painter ?

A. lam not acquainted with the wages ofa polisher, but I should say
not.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) If you as a painter give your work of

polishing to polishers, you ought to‘know.
A. Ido not give my work to any polisher; Ido it myself.

Q. You charge no more when they are polishing ?

A. No more.
Q. Anything less ?

A. Nothing less.
Q. The same ?

A. The same.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Four dollars per day for a painter, and $4 per

day for a polisher ?

A. No, sir; §3.75.
Q. What is the pay of your men as a general thing ?

A. They average from §2.50 to §2.75.

Q. Your best workmen §8 ?

A. Yres, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) What would be the average price for painters

on such a job as this, take it right through,—an average price for a gang
of 30 men,—what would it be ?

A. I think about §2.60.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) That would be the average cost to you?
A. No, sir.
Q. I would like to ask you a question, Mr. Semple, I suppose, when

you were asked about the profit on the cost of painting, it was upon

painting on the inside; what would it be on the outside ?

A. It would depend upon the nature of the work
Q. What would be a fair profit on outside work ?

A. About the same.
Q. There is no reason for its being any more or any less ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Can they use pearl gloss on the inside and paint upon the outside

at the same price ? .

A. Well, we do; and sometimes we balance one thing with the other.

Sometimes we may not put so much on a job on the inside as on the

outside.
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Q. But it is not necessary to have so many good men outside ?

A. Well, perhaps you would not want so good men ; but a good man
is always the cheapest.

Q. That is veiy true. But if I understand it, on some parts of the
outside you would not need so good men as on the inside. They would
be very few in number in comparison with those on the inside.

A. Some men who do inside work are very careless; but there would
be a difference in the number of good men inside and out

Q. Then, if you were to do a job of this kind to-day,—if you were to
do the outside of this State House, and paid your men $2.50 per day,—
would you think f 4 too high a price for you to charge P

A. Well, I never did it,

Q. I say, would you think it too high a price ? Answer my question,
please.

A. I think it would be.
Q. About this matter of mixing paint, Suppose you take a job to do

by the day, and you send four men to your shop to mix paints for that
job, you would charge four days’ time for mixing colors ?

A. If they were mixed in my own time.
Q. Well, may there not have been occasions, in the painting of this

State House, when a small quantity of mixed colors was needed and it
was not desirable to send stock up here to be mixed ?

Mr. Peirce. All the colors mixed on this job were mixed in the shop.
Mr. Doherty. All the mixed colors charged as such were mixed in

the shop, certainly.
Mr. Yerry. I had the impression, and I would like to be corrected if

I am wrong, that Mr. McDonald testified that he mixed his colors him-
self.

Mr. Doherty. He mixed his paints here.
Mr. Yerry. And colors, I think. I am not sure about it. Do not

let me interrupt you.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) So that, if you mixed them at your shop, you

would charge for them at a certain price, when you furnished them,
would you not ?

,

A. I certainly should charge for them, provided the time was not used
in the building. I can name a larger job which I did—

Q. Wait one moment. You say you charge $4 per day for polish-
ing?

A. No, sir; I said Mr. Blake paid |4 per day.
Q. This estimate you have made of the value of work where you say

32 cents is a fair price for two-coat work, preparing the same, includes
making the ordinary preparation ?

A. Almost everything; yes, sir.
Q. What if you had to go over a wall where the masons had been

patching ?

A. That would be additional.
Q. Would you have to give that patching two or three coats to bring

it up ?

A. Yes, sir; in order to bring it up with the rest.
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Q. So that if you knew just how much had been done by way of
patching, just what preparation was actually required for the painting,
you would not be able to state what would be a fair price for it ?

A. Well, yes, sir; there is a rule for that.
Q What is that rule ?

A. We have a rule of so much for two coats, so much for three coats,
and so much for four coats; and if there is a piece of wall, that is divided
by a partition, that is painted one-half with two coats, and the other half
with more, we charge in proportion.

Q. Well, suppose there is a crack in the wall, and the masons patch it
up, how do you get at that ?

A. We cannot get at that very well by rule; we have to work that by
the day.

Q. Suppose the wood-work is pretty old and cracked, and the men
have to fill in with lead putty, how do you get at that?

A. Well, if we take it by contract, we jump at it as well as we can.
There is no rule, because we cannot tell exactly what time the men will
spend. On some work we take longer, and on some we gel off very easy.

Q. (By Mr, Churchill.) How do you usually keep the time of your
men ?

A. I carry a book in my pocket and take my own time of the men.
In some cases I make them keep their own time. If I am on a. job like
this,I serve them all out a book, and they will give it to me every Satur-
day', and I will take their time off. I keep a book at the same time
myself.

Q Do you keep your memorandum after ymu get through ?

A I always keep the book in my pocket.
Q. You keep it until you get the job settled ?

A. Yes, sir; most decidedly I keep this book in my pocket, and 1
copy it into my books.

Q. You are not in the habit of throwing them into the fire, or losing
them ?

A, No, sir; that would not do.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You have lost a time-book?
A. No, sir.
Q. Or pass-book ?

A. No, sir. I probably may have left it at the store where I had been
buying something, through carelessness.

Q. After the job was done, you are just as careful as before ?

A. If the job is over, and I get my money, lam not more careful of
it than of other books.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You would be careful until you got your money ?

A. 0,1 would take care of it till then !

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Do you know the price of glazing ?

A Well, no, sir. We cannot adopt any specific price for glazing.
Some putty is very hard to get out, and it takes a longer time. If we

had a large job of old glazing—
Q, Could you give the price for new glazing?
A. No; not now, sir. At this present day, new glazing is generally
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done where they make sash. When I was with Messrs. Kimball, Gibson
and Hayden, we used to do it in the shop. We do nothing now except
to set some very fine plate. It is done in the sash factory.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you keep a regular set of books from
your time-book ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And they are open for inspection at any time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q; (By Mr. McNutt.) In painting, would you not have to put your

smartest men on a swinging stage ?

A. Yes, sir. I have had men work with me that did not understand
a swinging stage.

Q. You could not put your cheap men on a swinging stage ?

A. Well, in some cases you can get a man pretty expert f0r|2.50
per day. There are some men pretty active on a stage that are pretty
poor workmen, and there are good workmen that will not go on a stage.
I know of instances where men have left the business on account of our
swinging stages. A man who is not used to a stage would not stand
on it or let any one else. He is in danger of killing everybody else as
well as himself.

David Whiston—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr, Shaw.) You were not asked in regard to polishing. Do

you employ polishers ?

A. I have employed them.
Q. Did you employ them last season ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, What did you pay ?

A. Twelve dollars per week. That is what they offered to work for,
and that is what I paid them. 1 went into a furniture shop and left an
order with a man there to send me a couple of good polishers. 1 wanted
them to go out of town to work. I asked him what I would have to pay,
and he said fI2 per week.

Q (By Mr. Churchill.) Is it not usual for a different class of men
from painters to do polishing work ?

A. Yes, they do it. They can do it just as well, or better.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) If I understand you, you got two polishers to

do some work for |l2 per week?
A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Doherty. That is all.

Testimony of Carl Wenselstein.
Q. (By Ml Churchill.) Have you worked for Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. At what period of time did you work ?

A. 1 was working for him since the 10th of June?
Q. Were you at work on the State House?
A. 1 had been working there three days.
Q. Have you been asked by Mr. Flood to sign any paper ?
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A. I have signed his papers in his shop.
Q, Have you been asked, since you signed his papers in his shop, to

sign any particular paper ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever refused, or had any conversation with Mr Flood, in

regard to a paper which he wanted you to sign P
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about such a paper?
A. Ido not know anything about it.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn) Where were you paid, when you were at

work at the State House ?

A. I was paid in his shop.
Q. Were the other men paid there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he have any books of account there ?

A. He had a book, but I never could see what was in it. We had to

sign the book.
Q. You had to sign the book?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did all the men sign it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see any other books of account beside that?
A. No, sir.
Q. You do not know what you signed?
A No, sir.
Q (By Mr. Churchill.) What pay did you get per week ?

A. Three dollars per day.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) How large a book was the book in which you

gave your signature ?

A. A large book, about a foot and a half long
Q (By the Chairman.) [Showing a book.] As large as that ?

A. Yes, sir; that is about the size.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Have you been seen by Mr. Flood, or the

counsel for Mr. Flood, within 24 or 86 hours ?

A. Have I been—
Q. Have you been interviewed by Mr. Flood, or by the counsel for Mr.

Flood, within 24 or 86 hours ?

Mr. Merry. “Tampered with ” are the words.
Q Has Mr. Flood, or the counsel for Mr. Flood, spoken to you within

24 or 36 hours ?

A. No, sir. _

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Y"ou say you signed something in Mr. Flood s

office t you do not know what it wT as ?

A. Ido not know what it was.
Q. You do not know what it referred to ?

A. No, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) When you received your pay ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Have you seen it at any other time than when j'ou received your
pay?

A. Hot except when I was paid.
Q. At no other time P
A. Ho, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was the amount of money you were paid put

down opposite your name ?

A. I could not say, because he covered it up.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Do you know why he covered it up ?

A. Ho, except that I should not see it.
Q. Well, your names were written right down the page, one after the

other ?

A. Ho, sir; he showed me the place where I was to write my name.
Q. Would you write it twice the same afternoon in that book ?

A. Sometimes I would write it twice.
Q. The same week,—ho more than that P
A. Ho, sir.
Q. You signed twice sometimes to get your pay ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know why you signed twice ?

A. Ho, sir.
Mr. Yerry. Double entry.
Q. Was it the same book that you signed your name in twice P
A. Well, I guess it was the same book. He turned over the leaves.

Perhaps it might have been another book.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did he change books and take another ?

A. I cannot remember that well.
Q. (Bj Mr. Paul.) [Turning a book.] Well, could he come this,and make you sign the other side ?

A. Ho, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How, do you remember the three days you

worked, whether it was the three days before Christmas ?

A. I came here the 28d of December.
Q. That was one day?
A. That was the day I came here.
Q. You worked three days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you do anything in the way of gilding or polishing ?

A, Well, I was painting here the first day,—varnishing.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When did you sign your name ?

A. Every Saturday night.
Q. When did you commence to sign your name ?

A. We had to go there at 5 o’clock.
Mr, Doherty. That is all.
The Chairman. We will close our hearing for to-day.
[The Committee adjourned till Tuesday, April 27, at 10 o’clock, a. m.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Tuesday, April 27, 1875.

John Morissey—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Tolman testified, that what was received

for carpets was paid oyer to you; was any account of that rendered by
you to the State ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How did you dispose of it ?

A. Portions of it I used to pay certain matters, and those matters that
I paid I didn’t take any receipt for.

Q. Expended in the ordinary, legitimate way of performing your
duties ?

A. No, sir; not exactly that; they were in the discharge—in the
semi-official discharge of duties, as it were.

Q, So that none of the money which you received for carpets inured
to your own personal use P

A. Not a dollar.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Morissey, I believe I brought up this

matter with Mr. Tolman, whose testimony is on the 396th page, and there
he testifies that he paid you what he thought was about f 152.50, in an
envelope, in 1871, and that money had been the collection of some two
years, made up in small lots; and he gave one statement, as regards a sale
of f4O worth to Mr. William F. Stoddard, one of the watchmen,—it is on
the 396th page of the appendix. Do you understand that he was correct
in regard to his statement—in regard to holding that money for two
years ?

A. Yes, sir; I don't recollect as to the time ; I guess he held it from
the time he commenced selling it until the time he delivered me the
money; it might have been 1871 or 1870.

Q. He states it was in 1871 ?

A. Yes, his memory is probably good ; it is not memory, it is writing;
mine was not so good. He sold them along, and when he did I also had
the account.

Q. You say, in answer to the Chairman, that you have not delivered
that to the treasury ?

A. I have not; no, sir.
Q. It appears on the books that you have not ?

THIRTEENTH HEARING.
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A. Yes; I didn’t know.
Q. Well, why shouldn’t it have been delivered to the treasury ?

A. Strictly speaking, it should have been done so, undoubtedly.
Q. Why was it not P
A. Well, principally because some of my own money had been used

for matters which didn’t always appear in expenses.
Q. But ought you not to make a return to the treasurer of all money

spent and all money received ?

A. I have no doubt about that, sir; I have no doubt that it would
have been better, perhaps, if I had never done otherwise.

Q. And you didn’t do it ?

A. I didn’t do it.
Q. And the $162.50 has not been delivered to the State ?

A. No, sir.
Q. What did you spend that money for ?

A. I didn’t spend it for myself.
Q. What did you spend it for ? There is f 152.50 which belongs to the

State,—it is not a large sum, but general answers in regard to it, or
straws, show which way the wind blows,—I want an answer as to how
you spent that $152.50. If you didn’t for yourself, certainly there ought
to be some record of the money of the State ?

A. There is not any record of any dollar I spent.
Q. There is not any record P
A. No, sir.
Q. Then it ought to be charged to you, had it not ?

A. It ought to be charged to me to render an account for—
Q. Now, Mr. Morissey, were there any chairs or other property tied

up, marked and packed for Plymouth in the State House any time within
the last six months, and directed to you ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q. Did you give any orders to have the same done ?

A. No, sir; I think not.
Q, Did you ask anybody to do it ?

A. 1 have not the slightest recollection of asking anybody to do it.
Q. Don’t know of anything else that was tied up, marked “ Plymouth,”

—any other property belonging to the State ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about the extra amount of carpeting that

was bought ?

A. Let me answer you this. It is just as well now to answer that
question a little plainer.

Q. I think it will be.
A. I didn’t know about the chairs, not about chairs within six months,

but I think it was some months ago there was an old chair below, bottom-
less and backless, and I had it fixed—sent it down to Mr. Brooks—I don’t
call to mind, at the present time, anything else, of any other chair; that
was quite an old-fashioned chair.

Q. (By Mr. Yekky.) Who is Mr. Brooks, Major?
A. W. P. Brooks, furniture dealer, in Hanover Street.
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Q. It was a chair—
A. It was a chair that I had fixed for myself; it has "been lying, ever

since I have been in the State House, not in the coal exactly, but in the
store hole.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Didn’t you have any other property packed
up,—marked and packed up; or didn’t you order any of the doorkeepers
to mark and pack up any other property for yourself in any way, shape
or manner ?

A. Nothing, sir, but my books, etc.
Q. Didn’t you go to Mr. Tolman and ask him why your property was

not sent to Plymouth; why he had not sent any of the things that were

marked ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You didn’t go?
A. No, sir; I have not any recollection of doing any such thing, or of

saying any such thing.
Q. (ByMr. Colburn ) If I understand you, you say that this §152.50,

and all money you received from the carpets, has been paid for other
bills, for which you have no receipts ?

A. Expenses, sir; not bills.
Q. I mean expenses ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And can you give no information as to the times or places or

persons to whom that §152.60 was paid ?

A. No, sir; they are incidentals scattered along.
Q. Running over a considerable length of time ?

A. Ever since it came to me.
Q. In other words, then, instead of keeping a correct account of your

collections and of your payments in behalf of the State, you kept some of
them in your head ?

A. No, sir, I did not; also I thought I had with this memorandum
everythin o'; I thought I had also enclosed, at the same time, some memo-
randa connected with it; I found, when I came to take it out, that I hadn’t
where the money did go.

q. Then I was substantially correct, was I not, in asking you—in
putting it in that form—that some of the money which you have received,
and some of the money which you have paid, you have no account of, sir?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You i-elied on your memory for it?
A. Yes, sir; I have no account. There were some things of this kind

which I should have kept an account of, I have no doubt now. I should
never have used any money for any purpose whatever, concerning any-
body, no matter what the circumstances might have been.

q” (By Mr. Churchill.) Have you any knowledge, Mr. Morissey,
of the letting of any rooms, or parts of rooms, in the State House, to cor-

porations outside of the State, or companies, or people, or assemblies of

people, for which money was received ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understood you to say before—at least,
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either you or some one of the other witnesses has said—that those esti-
mates for painting, last year, were made by Mr. Flood for you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. At your request P
A. Yes, sir; by authority or direction of the committee they were

made, not as bids, but as approximate estimates, as I understood them,
and as I asked; of course he would not put it in in any other way; of
course they would not, any of them.

Q. Did Mr. Flood ever say to yon that he would do the work for those
estimates ?

A. I don’t know that he did, sir; I would not like to say that he did ;

he handed me the figures. I think that was saying it in effect, not words;
I so understood it, however.

Q. That he would do it for the estimates ?

A. I supposed those were the estimates, and I didn’t know.
Q. And you understood then, from the handing to you of the esti-

mates, by Mr. Flood, that he would be willing to do the work for the
amount of the estimates P

A I supposed so ; I hadn’t a doubt of it.
Q. And you wouldn’t swear that he didn’t say so ?

A. No, sir; and I would not swear that he did say so.
Q. But only as to your understanding ?

A. Yes, sir; only my understanding was, without doubt, in regard to
that, that he did ; that while not a bid, that that was the amount for
which he would do the work.

Q. That he would be willing to do it for that amount ?

A. Of course, sir; I didn’t have any doubt, because I wanted to know
what he would be willing to do it for; I think the understanding of all
the things was that they were only approximates.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Mr. Morissey, can you tell me—l believe I
asked a question somewhat similar before—l want to have more infor-
mation now in regard to the polishing ?

A. Did you want this list of the things that Mr. Tolraan sold ?

The Chairman. You may leave it with the attorney-general. [List
handed to Mr. Colburn by witness.]

Q. (By Mr Churchill.) I would like to ask you in regard to the
polishing. Mr. Tucker, I believe, says he got his ordei’s from you mostly
for the polishing; if I am wrong, the testimony will show it. Do you
know who gave the orders for the polishing, generally, in the State
House ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know.
Q. The desks ?

A. In the State House ?

Q. Yes; and chairs, and everything that was to be polished ?

A. In the State House ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I never supposed I had anything more to do with it than was my

right; I supposed the commissioners had charge of it.
Q. You didn’t give any orders ?
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A. No, bless your heart, no; when it cjime to the Senate and the
House, that was my duty—my special duty—to have those places put in
order; I didn’t feel it was my duty in the departments; I have always
put the Senate and House in order, whether I had money or not; I don’t
know but what I have said so before ; I have always fitted up the Senate
and the House because it was inexcusable if I didn’t do it. I bought
carpets, and furnished the polishing, whether there was an appropriation
of money or not.

Q. Did you have anything to do with the polishing of the Senate and
House this last year P

A. Only in that way: that I had charge of it.
Q. If you had charge of it, to whom did you give your orders?

A. I didn’t have charge of it in that sense, so far as furnishing the
polishers were concerned.

Q. Who did have charge of it ?

A. I supposed it was all done by some of the commissioners; it never
entered my mind that I had any authority for doing it.

Q. lam asking if you gave the orders to do it?
A. I have no doubt that I did; I very probably did; I don’t know

that I did, but it would have been very queer if I hadn’t done it.
Q. To whom did you give your orders ?

A. To Mr. Reed.
Q. Mr. Reed ?

A. Mr. Reed was the doorkeeper of the Senate at the time. If not, I
might have spoken to Mr. Tucker, whom I employed in the first place, to
see to the general things ; and not having the money to pay him, the com-
missioners adopted him and paid his bills. He, in a measure, repre-
sented me, because I employed him, as far as that, but only so far as
looking after the things; then they adopted him in a more responsible
■way, and I might have spoken to him—l will not say exactly ; I have no
doubt I spoke to somebody.

Q. Will you tell me, now, to go to another point, what has become
of all the old carpeting which was taken up when the State House was
refurnished last fall ? If Mr. Tolman only received money for carpets
up to 1871, since that time there must have been quite a number of car-
pets put down ; what has become of the money for them, or what has
become of the carpets ?

A. In 1867—1 think it was 1866—the House was refitted and refur-
nished, and so I think we started new; with that I had nothing to do,
aud am not in any way responsible in regard to it.

Q. Why?
A. Because it was in the hands of a commission, who did it.
Q. The carpeting itself ?

A. I think they did everything—Mr. Stone, and Mr. Pond.
Q. Didn’t they pass the carpets into your hands to put into the fire-

proofs ?

A. I have no recollection that they did.
Q. Well, didn’t they ?

A. I cannot say.
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Q. Did they not ?

A. I cannot say.
Q. Well, did the commissioners themselves take it out of the State

House ?

A. I don’t know, sir; I was not here, because we were down at the
Tremont Street House ; we were located there, and I stayed away from
the State House because I was not responsible.

Q. What became of the old carpeting when they refurnished in 1874,
—this last year,—the old carpets P

A. I suppose that it all went below; Mr. Tucker supervised it all.
Q. Did you give any carpeting to anybody ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who?
A, At that time, I think, all that I gave to anybody was a piece I gave

to Mr. Warner.
Q. Are you sure that was all you gave away ? I wish you would

refresh your memory.
A. Well, I have not a doubt of it; nevertheless, I could not say, posi-

tively ; I don’t know of any; I don’t call to mind any.
Q. Then you gave some to Mr. Warner.
A. Yes, sir; I would like, with the permission of the Committee, to

say—l don’t recollect what Mr. Warner’s testimony was with the brief
reports which reached me—if the Committee will permit me to explain
about that.

Mr. Churchill. I shall be very glad to hear your explanation.
A. Mr. Warner, for some years, had asked me to put down a new

carpet in his room; we had repaired it; it was ragged, and so forth;
and I used to tell him by and by I would do so and so; as it ap-
proached towards the time I got a carpet for General Cunningham,
and they naturally felt they ought to have one; his had been down some
eight years; it was pretty shabby, and he asked me if he might have it
when he took it up; I considered it was about pretty thoroughly worn
out, and I said “ yes,” but I didn’t know he had taken it.

Q. Have any chairs or carpets gone down to Plymouth to your knowl-
edge ?

A. No, sir; none, so far as I know. I never did authorize or permit
or know of anyone else taking any.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Do you have any recollection of ever making
any statement to Senator Toland in regard to the guarantee of Mr. Flood
for painting this building on those specifications or proposals that he
made out ?

A, Well, nothing more than I have said, sir; nothing, because I
didn’t have any information to base it on ; no remarks were made, further
than what I have already stated.

Q. You didn’t say in these words, “ Guaranteed to me that he would
do the work for the amount of his estimates ”?

A. I have not the slightest recollection of ever having used it; we had
a great deal of conversation at that time, but my impression is that I did
not. You may think, Mr. Chairman, that lam a little vague ; but I didn’t
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treasure these things,—this conversation with the committee. They have
generally gone around and seen for themselves, and when they have
requested it, I have got the estimates; but I didn't treasure it, perhaps,
as I ought. I only had the idea at first that it was to be done by him for
the amount, I suppose; my own impression is, and would naturally be,
that an estimate would naturally be higher than a bid.

Q. I merely state this, so that you might possibly recollect some-
thing of this kind,—so that it might bring it to your memory;—“l par-
ticularly inquired of Major Morissey whether his estimates would put the
State House in good order; that is, whether the appropriation met all
the repairs the State House required; and he informed the committee
that it did ; that everything that the State House required was included
in the estimate, and that if the legislature saw fit to make an appropria-
tion to cover the amount of expenditure included in the estimate, that
the State House would then be in good order.”

A. I have no doubt about it; I didn’t take into consideration all that
might be done, but what they required,—what the absolute requirements
were. The previous estimate was that there was some £5,000 or £6,000
actually" required; but when they went to a thorough overhauling of the
repairs, why that changed the matter; this applied to the thorough over-
hauling, and I supposed they would do all that was required; I didn’t
consider it was any guarantee, or anything of that kind.

Q, You considered that the basis made up byT Mr. Flood and the
masons and the others was of suifleient account to recommend to the
committee to ask for the appropriation?

A. 1 didn’t understand them to bid at all, but merely to give me a
general estimate of it, such as I would call an approximate estimate.

Q. There must be some little misunderstanding between y*ou and the
Committee on the State House ?

A. I don’t think there ought to be, in that way; they might have under-
stood it so, but I don’t think I should be justified, from any information I
possess, to say* that; I simply* got out this approximate estimate, and
gave it to the committee; they might have inferred it, but I have never
given anything like a guarantee.

Q. How came you to get it?
A. By authority of the committee.
Q. What statement did you make to these parties when you asked

them to make the estimates ?

A. To look over it, and see what they could do so and so for.
Q. And you wanted a general estimate to report to the committee?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And when you gave them that estimate, you gave them to believe

that would cover the general repairs of this house ?

A. Yes, sir; the same as any other estimate,—such as an estimate to
repair an old house, or anything else of that kind.

Q. Supposing y*ou had had an idea it would cost 50 per cent, more at
that time, would you have given them that estimate?

A. Yes, sir; I had no idea of any such thing.
Q. You believed, then, they* would do it for the sum named ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) The estimate for carpentry,—you got it P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you supposed of that, as of Mr. Flood’s, that it was sufficient

to do the work P
A. I supposed they all gave a general estimate; hut I didn’t under-

stand it was minutely. Mr. Collins, a present member of the House,
came to me in regard to the painting. I told him I didn’t know that I
shpuld have anything to do with it; but my idea was, that if I had, we
should advertise for proposals, but I could not say; that was after this
all run through.

Q. You understood that Mr. Simmons’s estimate was in form substan-
tially an offer to do it for that sum ?

A. No; there, was not anybody to employ him. These parties were
not under any obligations simply to employ him.

Q. But did you understand it was an offer on his part to do it?
A. Yes, sir; I don’t know precisely what he estimated, or what he

would have to estimate.
Q. You understood he offered to do it for the sum named in his

estimate ?

A. Yes, sir; for the work he offered to do; whether the work done
was more than that, I don’t know.

Q. That is not what lam inquiring about, but whether the work in-
cluded in his estimate he offered to do for the sum named ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And didn’t you so report to the committee, that Mr. Simmons and

Mr. Flood would do the work which they estimated would cost so much ?

A. I have no doubt I did ; I presume that the estimates and the figures
are here, and I have no doubt we had them just as they are.

Q, You reported they would do the work for the amount of the esti-
mates ?

A. Yes, sir; do that work specified in the estimates.

Cross-examined by Mr, Doherty.
Q. Was that estimate of Mr. Flood’s in writing, Mr. Morissey ?

Mi-. Colburn. They are planted.
A. I was trying to think. Not in his handwriting, I think. I am

very sure it was not put in in his handwriting.
Q. This didn’t include the number of coats he might be required to

put on, did it?
A, I didn’t understand it so.
Q. You simply understood it was a general estimate of what it would

cost to put the State House in general repair P
A. Yes, sir; I supposed in proper repair, and in a workmanlike man-

ner. He all along used to say he wished he could have a chance, because
the painting of the State House in 18C7 had to be done so hastily that he
would like to do the job. I judge any mechanic would do it in a work-
manlike manner.

54
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Q. This which Mr. Flood gave you was what Mr. Flood said it would
cost to paint it inside and out?

A. I supposed it was informal—an approximate estimate. I have
given that word several times.

Q. Exhibits “A,” “B ” and “C,”—in whose handwriting are they ?

A. In Mr. Rolfe’s handwriting, the acting clerk of the sergeant-at-
arms and one of the watchmen, who does the writing.

Q. The acting clerk of the sergeant-at-arms at that time ?

A. Yes, sir; and now. He is a ready and reliable man.
Q. So they came to your office, and your clerk made them out from

the original memoranda, or statements furnished by those persons ?

A. I presume I communicated to him myself, and requested him to
make them out.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Verbally, or did you hand him the memoranda ?

A. That, sir, I don’t recollect. Mr. Tolman, I think, went round with
him and showed him what the work was; showed him the places.

Q. Mr. Tolman ?

A. Yes, sir; one of the watchmen. He knows all about the State
House, and was a mechanic, and could point out things.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You understood, these estimates of painting
inside Doric Hall and all rooms and entries on the same floor, and the
other rooms which follow those, the kind of painting required to put it
in proper condition P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You didn’t understand anything about one, two or three coats,

but simply what was required to put it in proper condition ?

A. I didn’t know at the time what they might decide; I supposed it
was the way a gentleman would do his house; if a man had a house on
Beacon Street, and had plenty of means to do it, he would have it done
as it ought to be done, in a workmanlike manner,—a satisfactory manner;
that is the word.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) That is, he would do it equally as well, or as
good as it was done in 1867, and better?

A. O, yes; I never expected anything but that.
Q. (By Mr, Colburn.) As to the defect in the work in 1867 ; was it

defect in material or defect in labor, or both ?

A. I could not say, sir; that is not a child that I have any relation
to at all.

Q. You don’t know whether it was poor material or poor work ?

A. No, sir ; Ido not. I know the Commissioners pushed it night and
day, and were very anxious to have it done, so that the legislature could
meet here; they pushed it in that way; I really don’t know anything
about it, actually; I wy as not in the State House at all; we were down on

Trcmont Street.
Q. Excessive haste would be no excuse for poor material, I suppose ?

A. I suppose not. .

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Major, did you use you influence with the com-

missioners in regard to getting this contract for Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir.
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Q. You didn’t use your influence in any form, or in any way P
A. lam not conscious I did ; or, if I did use it, it was unconsciously;

I should not think of approaching these gentlemen; I will not name them.
Q. You need not name them; I said the commissioners.
A. Itmight be thought by some person that there was some feeling on

my part; it would be a very delicate thing for me to do, being sergeant-
at-arms.

Q. You think it was a little policy lobbying around the State House ?

A. These folks were round the State House at the time; as I said
before, I believe Mr. Collins spoke to me about it, and I told him I had
nothing to do with it.

Q. You didn’t approach any one; when parties approached you, you
didn’t offer their names to the commissioners ?

A. I don’t believe I exchanged any words with the commissioners,
unless they asked me, and I have no recollection of their ever asking me.
The reason I went to Mr. Flood and got his estimate, was because he did
it in 1867, but I didn’t get that to be confined to him or any other person.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Was not one reason why you went to Mr.
Flood for the estimates, because you knew a survey had been made at his
instance ? ■

A. No, sir; I didn’t think of that until I saw it in the papers.
Q. You knew that he had it ?

A. I have no doubt I knew it; I had forgotten all about it; I really
didn’t know that I knew it at the time ; but when I saw it in the papers,
it came to my mind.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Has Mr. Flood been doing the work about the
State House for some years ?

A. For some years; yes, sir.
Q How long ?

A. Well, I really cannot tell; in 1867 he did the job, and then I don’t
know what year it was before the legislature; he did the general job; I
had nothing to do with it, as I said; it was in the hands of better men ;

but several years since 1867, he never did any work, that I recollect.
Q. About eight years ago, this fall ?

A. Well, I don’t know as it is as far back as that, sir; I didn’t think to
look.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Major, were you round here a part of the time
when the mechanics were at work here ?

A. Yes, sir; I was absent altogether,—counting one week that I went
away, officially,—l was absent, perhaps, nearly two months.

Q. From the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; I was here occasionally, but absent practically.
Q. When you were here, did you notice how the men performed their

labors,—whether they were industrious all the time, or whether they
were dilatory ? What is your opinion about the laborers, inside and out-
side, supposing they had been at work on your own private dwelling-
house ?

A. Well, I don’t know.
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Q. Were they doing all that they could do,—that is, were they at work
most of the time ?

A. I saw the folks around; the foremen who attended to them; the
foremen were always present when I happened to be here. Mr. Wiley
was here frequently; Mr. Flood occasionally. I don’t know a great deal
about how they worked; I didn’t observe; I didn’t try to observe them.

Q. Well, did you at any time think they were a considerable length
of time getting out of any room; that they stayed in there fully as long
as the room ought to hold them ?

A. I didn’tknow, Mr. Peirce, when they commenced the rooms.
Q. Well, you were there all the time ?

A. I didn’t go round ; I didn’t inspect or investigate, or keep any run
of them, sir. As I came up the street, I would observe a man cutting
stone ; it was slow work ; and yet I hardly ever saw that man but what
he was at work, only as he would stop to take some tobacco; and the
gentleman who did the work outside seemed to bo round there, and they
always seemed to be at work to me, so far as I could see.

Q. What commissioners did you generally meet on the premises when
}'ou did come ?

A. O, I met Mr. Kimball occasionally; I saw him occasionally; and
Mr. Wiley I would meet almost every time I was here; he would come
in quick if we wanted to see him for anything; Dr. Loring, I met him ;

I don’t think I met Mr. Sanford ; I don’t recollect that I did; yet I waited
for Mr. Sanford some time, because I wanted the benefit of his taste to
help me select the carpet for the House; I secured Dr. Loring’s. It has
been a custom of mine, so far as I can, to consult the tastes of the heads
of the departments, or the Speaker of the House or the President of the
Senate.

Q. How long had the carpet been down in the Speaker’s room ?

A. Well, I guess since 18C7.
Q. Since 1807 ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It would have answered very well for two or three years longer ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were not requested to put one there, were you ?

A. Not by him ; I put it there because 1 put a new one in the Presi-
dent of the Senate’s room. I put the carpet down in the Clerk’s room,
and had the carpet which Mr. Tucker had—the old carpet—to put down
in the Senate lobby. I was sent for in regard to that, and I supposed
then that the President’s carpet looked a little shabby; they were par-
ticular to have them alike before. It might have been 1868 when it was
put down ; I cannot say ; I will not say the year; I think it had been down
some years; and having put one down in the President’s room I took the
responsibility of putting a new one down for the Speaker; I didn’t pro-
pose to put one down in the Clerk of the Senate’s room; objections were
made to it, and I yielded to the suggestions which were made to me; I
always thought it proper to consult those who, for the time being, were
at the head of the departments.
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Q. How many times has the State House been fixed with new carpets
since you came ? it is about 18 years, is it not, since you came ?

A. Sixteen years.
Q. How many times has the State House been fixed with new carpets

daring those 16 years ?

A. I cannot tell you, sir; but I should like, now you are on carpeting,
with permission of the Chairman of the Committee, to say also about
those carpets, and about others, too, that we have been— Mr. Chairman,
can I have permission ?

Mr. Peirce. Certainly.
A. Wo have been in the habit for years,—since 1859, when I came

here,—of taking the old carpets which did not correspond with the carpets
in the House, and cutting them up, and putting them under the seats; in
that way we did from 1859,—I came in 1859,—and I think it was clone to
some extent before. We did the same in 1860, and ever afterwards, until
the seats were changed; we always took and cut all kinds and manners
of carpets, which were put under the different seats, as any of the old
members who were there at that time will recollect, always excepting
on the aisle. When I bought earpet, I always bought an extra roll or two,
so that the aisles could be refurnished, and the area of the carpets bo
continued. That is the way we did for years; we used to take up the old
carpets and cut them up, and consume them in that way. After the
change in the seats, then we cut 200 holes in the House carpet; and when
this carpet was taken up, the parts mutilated were taken out and the
whole again joined together, and I think that carpet is. up in Ho. 14;
they were put in those rooms which didn't have carpets. In the Senate,
—if I may bo permitted to go on,—the same thing was done. Some of
you gentlemen have been in the Senate before, and know about that.
In purchasing carpets, we always had an extra piece if we could get it
at the time,—a roll,—and that was used only for the thoroughfare from
the President’s chair to the desks; when that was worn out, the other
parts would be just as good as new; and we used to cutout that old
stuff and put in the new. When the new gave out we went, as I did in
1873, and cut out all these pieces under the desks, and took this patched-
up part and put that under the desks, so as to get enough of the new
carpet out; and that was the carpet in 1874. That has been the custom,
so far as I am concerned. When the carpet has been run out—some of
the officers down there knew more about it than I did ; that it was actu-
ally useless, and they said it was worse than useless; what I mean to
say by that is, they were of no use here, and I kept them ; I didn’t sell
them at all; and I think, from time to time, I have given to the watch-
men, and also to the assistant, what you would call worn-out carpets.
I have the list of the amount of carpets, and names of the persons from
whom I have purchased carpets during the time that I have been here,
which is very small; but I have not the different amounts,—only the
total amount of carpets for that time, if the Committee will like to have it.

Mr. Yerky. We don’t want to lumber this up with carpets.
Witness. It is from the time I have been hero; the amount of carpets,

if I may be allowed to read it, is ? 10,898.33.
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Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Those were the carpets since you have been
here ?

A. All the 16 years; purchased from Lovejoy, and Woods, etc.;
you know probably as well as I do.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Who were the commissioners on the State
House ?

A. The secretary of the Commonwealth, and the treasurer, and the
sergeant-at-arms.

Q. Did this same commission have charge of any of the work in the
square ?

A. Pemberton Square?
Q. Yes?
A. No, sir.
Q. Only the State House ?

A. Only the State House. They had for a time, and the money was
exhausted and they quit it; they stopped the work.

Q. They did have for a while ?

A. Yes, sir; for a while, and they laid it before the legislature.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Was there work- done down on Pemberton

Square last year ?

A. Two years ago.
Q. What amount?
A. I don’t recollect.
Q. Some? 16,000 or? 18,000?
A. I don’t recollect the amount, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Major Morissey, there has been considerable

said here about the dirty and filthy condition the State Plouse was in
when they commenced repairing, last fall; what have you to say in
regal’d to that, more than it naturally would be,—the painting I mean, the
painting of the walls ?

A. Why, no, sir.
Q. It has been described as being in a very dirty and filthy condition.
A. No, sir; I didn’t consider it so. We have been in the habit of

having the paint washed when we could not afford to paint it inside, and
we have been in the habit of having the State House kept clean all over,
as much as we could do; the paint was always scoured, and all such
things attended to. I heard that testimony ; I happened to be here, and
I thought that was making a pretty strong statement without any
justification.

Q. (By Mr. Verky.) I have seen on certain days of the week persons
about cleaning, more especially about the Senate Chamber and the House
of Representatives; that cleaning is done every week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is customary during the session ?

A. I think the senators will allow that the halls are always kept
clean.

Q. Whether it was the custom to go through with the cleansing once
a week ?
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A. Always, sir; in the Senate and other places, according as they
required it.

Q. Were other rooms cleaned as well as the Senate and House of
Representatives ?

A. Yes, sir; went through and washed wherever it required; always
in the general thoroughfares. We had to have them there, because it was
a very dirty winter, and, as the gentlemen can imagine, they would be
very dirty with so many tramping into the public building.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Were the walls cleaned as well ?

A, Yes, sir; we had to clean them as well; we didn’t have to scrub
them, for if we had it would have made a mark; the House was cleaned
out and put in order every week.

Q. So far as the House, this year, is concerned, would there be any
particular difference between its condition this summer and the condition
it was in last summer, as regards cleanliness ?

A. No, sir; not as regards cleanliness, but in relation to its improve-
ment and style it is better; never saw it look so well.

Q. Was it in a more filthy and dirtiercondition ?

A. The word filthy don’t apply to it at all.
Q. No more filthy this fall than it was last fall ?

A. No, sir. I don’t mean to say anything reflectingly. I was sur-
prised at the remark which was used; I thought he was pretty indignant,
and I made up my mind never to meddle with this. I was in hopes I
should have an opportunity to say some more on that point.

Mr. Colburn. Any more you have to say we shall bo glad to hear.
Witness. On the matter of the filthy condition I cannot say any

more. We did everything to keep it clean ; we commenced on Fridays
on the Library, etc., and it had to run away into the night to keep the
house clean when the legislature was here; and, as gentlemen know, we
began before they got out of the Senate Chamber; the members of the
Senate are aware of that, and I think the members of the House are also
aware of it.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know when they commenced on
the repairs of the State House,—this last batch of repairs; the last repairs
in 1874,—do you know what date they commenced ?

A. No, sir; but it was in July, I think. I only date that, Mr,
Churchill, because I was away at the latter part of July, but I could not
say exactly.

Q. You were here at this time, were you not P
A. I state by my going away; it was previous to my going away;

I went away in the latter part of July.
Q. It was previous to your going away on the 23d of July ?

A. The latter part of July I went away. You may think it is queer,
perhaps, that I don’t know more about it, but I don’t.

Q. I was not asking anything inregard to you ; I only wanted to know
the date the repairs commenced P

A. As I said, I don’t know, and I felt a delicacy of having anything to
do with them one way or the other, or seeming to do, because they had a
first-class commission, and I wanted it originally, and supposed they
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would give it to the State House committee, and I thought the State
House committee thought it improper and’indelicate to interfere. We had
all the experience wo wanted.

Q. I believe the legislature of that year adjourned the Ist day of
July?

A. I believe it did, sir; I think it did. I find that I always thought I
had an excellent memory for names and facts; but I don’t find I have of
all those details with which I had nothing to do.

Q. I supposed, however, you might know when the repairs of the
State House, of which you had charge, commenced ?

A. It would be impossible for me to tell you the date ; that is, it would
be impossible for mo to swear to it.

Q. When do you think it was ?

A. I suppose about the middle of July, that is all; it is not an
opinion, Mr. Churchill, it is only a statement without any data, from the
fact of the adjournment and my subsequent leaving

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) From this estimate which was handed to you,
you presumed and supposed all the rooms of the State House were to be
painted ?

A. We had a schedule, sir, of everything that was to be done, on
which the estimate was based.

Q. That book is all the estimates ?

A. I handed it to the Committee.
Q. We have it here, sir. In regard to the plumbing, Major, what is

your idea; was much repairs required on that plumbing; were there
heavy leakages, and was the house badly damaged by water?

A. I wasn’t aware of that, sir, that there was.
Q. Those things are apt to show, are they not, in a building like this?
A. Yes, sir; I suppose they would.
Q. Did you see any such things round ?

A. I don’t know of any at that time ; at that time when we closed the
legislature.

Q. In regard to free passages from the waste-pipes, etc., was there
much trouble about the water running off?

A. We had some trouble, and I think during the session the plumbers
were worrying around ; we had to have a man round there; something
“busted.”

Q. Nothing very serious, was it; that you considered serious at the
time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Easily repaired ?

A. Well, those jobs were in very disagreeable places.
Q, Well, if you began to form an opinion at that time, what idea

would you have formed in regard to the expense of plumbing this
building ?

A. I didn’t have any idea; I don’t think it required much; yet I could
not speak in regard to what was done ; the closets were in; they always
o-et out of order so easily—we have II or 16 closets around here, and I
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don’t know but what the plumbing bill has not been comparatively small;
I think I have got it here. The plumbing bill was |5,432 for the 16 years.

Q, For the 16 years, the plumbing bill and repairs was $5,432 ?

A. Yes, sir; as near as I could get at it. I got this item hastily.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understood you to say the plumbers were

here during the last session of the legislature, and worried about some ?

A. They are always here and about, to do little jobs, such as leakage
or imperfections in the closets.

Q. No great amount?
A. No, sir; I don’t think it was. Messrs. Lockwood & Lumb have

done all the work we had done here, except what has been done within a
year or two by Sir. Barrett.

Q. (By Sir. Churchill.) Can you tell me why Mr. Tolman kept
the money for carpets for two years P

A. I suppose—l think—l must have employed him,when there was any
of those things, to keep the accounts. I used to make a memorandum of
them, and put them in my drawer, where Sir. Rolfe had access to it, and
I think I told him to keep it and hand it to me so as to make it correct,
that is all.

Ivers W. Adams— Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) What is your full name P
A. Ivers W. Adams.
Q. And business ?

A. lam one of the firm of John H. Pray, Sons & Co.
Q, (By Sir. Churchill.) I believe your firm furnished the carpets

for the Representatives’ Hall ?

A. SVe did, sir.
Q. Five hundred and seventeen and one-half yards, I think; I have

not the account with me; I think it was that amount ?

A. Five hundred and seventeen and one-half yards.
Q. Was any returned ?

A. None.
Q. Was any returned to be exchanged ?

A. None whatever; not to my knowledge.
Q. It has been in testimony here that 480 yards have always been

enough to cover, of the same kind, the floors of the Representatives’ Hall ?

Mr. Yerry. That is not quite so ; the testimony was, that it had been
covered by 480 yards, but that the pattern would make it more or less.

Mr. Churchill, That is the very question I was going to ask, sir.
There has been in testimony, here, that 480 yards have been enough to
cover it at some time; now, is this a peculiar pattern,—do you remember
whether this was a peculiarly hard carpet to match; that is, was there a
great deal of waste to it ?

A. Well, I should say not. It is a medium-sized figure ; it is a carpet,
I should say, that would match easily.

Q. And without much waste ?

A. And without much waste, I should say.
Q. Have you ever sold carpet for that hall before ?

55
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A. Never; not since I have been a member of our concern.
Major Mokissey. May I ask him a question, Mr. Chairman ?

The Chairman. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Major Morissey.) Did you send any other carpelhere besides

that winch you put down ?

A. We sent none, sir.
Major Morissey. That is what I supposed.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I thought you had two lots on your bill,

Mr. Adams ?

A. We did. I can prove to the satisfaction, I think, of the Committee
that every yard we cut for that hall was sent, and no more and no less,
if they desire it.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Did you put the carpet down ?

A. We did.
Q. Cut it yourself?
A. We cut it in our store; in our own store.
Q. Cut the whole of it ?

A. The whole of it.
Q. (By Major Morissey.) There never was any extra carpet come

up here P
A. None, except within a few days; an extra piece was sent up here to

be used where the aisles are worn the most, which is good judgment.
Major Morissey. I always bought one or two rolls extra for that pur-

pose, because it prolonged the carpet for one or two years.
Mr. Churchill. I only wanted the explanation, that is all.
Q. (By Major Morissey.) I spoke to you, I think, about buying an

extra roll, didn’t I ?

A. I believe you did, sir; yes, sir.
Major Morissey. We have always been in the habit of doing it.
Mr. Churchill. lam very glad of the explanation because I have

asked the questions.
Q. (Bi' the Chairman.) Your men came and took measurements of

the hall and made a diagram, and you cut your carpet and made it in
accordance with the diagram, and it was put down?

A. Yes, sir.
Major Morissey. May I ask one other question ?

The Chairman. Yes.
Q. (By Major Morissey.) Did you ever pay me any commission,

or was ever anything said about commission, or was anything ever said
to anybody about it in any shape or manner in our trade ?

A. None whatever.
Q. No conversation on that point at all?
A. None whatever; nothing was intimated or hinted at about a com-

mission.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Now, you have gone so far, I will ask you a

question. Did you ever pay him anything ?

A. No, sir; never.
Major Morissey. I am obliged to you, Mr. Peirce, for asking the

question.
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John Maguire—Sivorn.

Q, (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Maguire, were you ever a foreman
for Mr. Flood ?

A. I was, sir.
Q. What time ?

A. I went to work for him on the 4th of May, 1864.
Q. Did you work on the State House P
A, No, sir.
Q. Did you send men from the post-office to the State House to work ?

A. I did.
Q. You did?
A. I did.
Q. Can you give me the names ?

A. The man that I sent up here, personally, is Dan Twigg.
Q. Dq you know what time you sent him ?

A. Yes, sir; on Saturday, the 28th of November; there were two men
came up with him—Cummings and O’Rourke.

Q. On that date ?

A. On that date.
Q. Who else did you send up here at any time ?

A. I was sick in September, when Merritt was sent up here; I first sent
Merritt up here in August, I think; but lam not sure.

Q. State what you know yourself.
A. Mr. Flood wanted a man sent up here to finish a bookcase; this

was before he got the job; I sent a man up here and gave him stock with
which to finish the bookcase. It may have been two men, but I only
remember one.

Q. What date was that ?

A. In September.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) I understood you to say it was before Mr.

Flood commenced taking the job of painting the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) I don’t care about that, but would like to

have you continue and give me the names of those men you sent up while
the repairs were going on at the State House ?

A. There was a man up here with Merritt first, by the name of
Becker.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When Merritt was first here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) When was Becker sent up here ?

A. I don’t know. I was sick at the time Merritt was sent up. He
wanted another man, and I went down to the post-office and got Becker.

Q. Do you know when Merritt came ?

A. No, sir, I don’t; I should say somewhere from the 9th to the 15th
of September.

Q. Who else came up ?

A. Then afterwards I wanted Becker to come down to the post-office,
and I sent up a man named Fitzgerald to take his place.

Q. When did he come ?
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A. I could not say.
Q. Have you got any memorandum of the time which you kept of it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Can you give me any other names ?

A. These arc all the names of the men who worked here.
Q. Were those the only ones which came up here from the post-office

on the painting?
A. No ; I didn’t say they were on the painting.
Q. Well, who are these men ?

A. They are polishers.
Q. Now, you will please give me the names of the painters that were

sent up here, and the days they were sent ?

A. I don’t know that I could.
Q. Give me any of them ?

A. I know there is a man named John O’Brien; I don’t know whether
he was sent from there; I know he worked there, but I don’t know that
he came direct from there.

Q. Did you send him up?
A, No, sir; I had nothing to do with the painters; merely had charge

of the polishers.
Q. You sent Dan Twigg on the 28th of November?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know what time he got through, sir?
A. I do, sir; he worked up here that Saturday, and I think half a day

on the following Monday, 30th of November.
Q. Do you know how long Cummings and O’Rourke worked ?

A. Cummings worked up here that Saturday, November 28th.
Q. Do you know how long O’Rourke worked here ?

A. O’Rourke worked up here Saturday, the 28th, and Monday, the
30th ; Mr. Flood came down and wanted to know where Quigg was, and
I told him I thought he was down at the State House, as I sent him up
there Saturday, and he said he was not. I don’t know that he said he
was not up there, but he wanted two men to go over to Charlestown to
Mr. Wiley’s house, and he said O’Rourke was going over there, and for
me to send a man up to go over with him to clean up some front doors,
and I sent a man named Farrell, and Farrell came back to the post-office,
and O’Rourke stopped up there until they got through.

Q. You said O’Rourke worked Saturday, the 28th. How long did he
work on Monday ?

A. I don’t know that he came here ; only that Mr. Flood told me to
send a man up there.

Q. You don’t know anything, from your own knowledge, about the
painters that came up from the post-office to the State House ?

A. I know there was one man sent from there.
Q. What was his name ?

A. His name was Chadwick.
Q. What was his first name ?

A. Not Chadwick; Baldwin, I believe. He was the first man that
came up here to finish some of the rooms.
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Q. What is his first name ?

A. I think it is Harry.
Q. When was he sent here ?

A. I could not tell that.
Q. Do you know about what time ?

A. Yes; it was some time before Mr. Flood was sure hehad the job.
Q. Before he took hold of the job P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, I don’t care anything about that ?

A. I know, whilst this man Fitzgerald was working up here, that he
was taken off here and sent over to Mr. Wiley’s house, in Charlestown.

Q. Fitzgerald was the man, was he ?

A. Yes, Fitzgerald.
Q. Do you know his first name P
A. Florence, I think.
Q. Have you been approached in any way to sign any papers for Mr.

Flood, in regard to the State House?
A. I have not, sir.
Q. Or his counsel ?

A. Ho, sir.
Mr. Doherty. “Tampered with,” I understand him to mean.
Mr. Churchill. That is a good word,—“ Tampered with.”
Q. (By Mr. Paul ) Did you keep the time of the polishers ?

A. No, sir; I guess he didn’t want any time kept of them.
Q, (By Mr. Shaw.) Didn’t want any kept P
A. No, sir, I think not; he never said anything to me about it.
Q, Don’t he keep the time of his men ?

A. I think if a man was off half a day, he would find out whether he
worked a full week or not, when he came to pay him on Saturday night,
as a general thing,

Q, (By Mr. Paul.) Do you know whether the time that they were
away from there at the State House, was put down as full time at the
post-office ?

A. I don’t know whether I can answer that question or not, because I
have seen some of the pay-rolls within a very few days; I know something
about it.

Mr. Churchill. That is justwhat we want to know.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you work for Mr. Flood now ?

A. Ido not, sir.
Q. Are you on good terms with him ?

A. Well, I don’t know that I am ; got nothing against him, only I
want to see the square thing done all round, and I don’t think he has
done it.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Well, in what respect; that is what we are try-
ing to find out?

A. In every respect.
Q. (By Mr, Churchill.) Well, go on and make a statement in

reference to what you know.
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The Chairman. Anything you know which relates to the matter we
have under consideration, and that is, the State House repairs.

A. Well, I think I saw in the “ Herald” that Flood’s hill for polishing
was 1103 days.

Mr. Churchill. Two hundred and three days.
A. Well, sir, I don’t think by adding all these men’s time up and

allowing the full time that they worked over in Charlestown and all,
that he can make 203 days.

Q. Have you got any books to prove that?
A. No, I have not got any books to prove that.
Q. You were foreman for Mr. Flood at the time?
A. I was, sir.
Q, And you had a good opportunity of judging?
A. I had a good opportunity of judging.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Foreman of the polishers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Churchill. That is just what I want to get at in regard to

polishing, and would like you to give all the information you can about
it?

Q (By Mr. Peirce ) Do you know the amount of polishing that
was done in the State House; have you any idea in your mind of the
amount ?

A. 1 have not been over it; I will say one thing, I should not call it
polishing.

Q. What should you call it ?

A. I should call it “ cleaning up.”
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Anything done to these tables or desks that

you know of?
A. I don’t know; I was not at work here; it looks as though it was

cleaned up.
Q. You don’t know whether it was included in the polishing or not?
A. No, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know how many men Mr. Flood

employed here on polishing at any time?
A. Well, I know that he had a way of doing; sometimes he would take

a man off here and send him down to the post-office for a couple of days
in a month; one man by the name of Merritt, he sent down in October,
I think it was; he worked two days in the post-office.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you know whether his time was charged
to the post-office or here, or both ?

A. Well, of course I know.
Q. Well, where was he charged ?

A. Well, as I said before, I have seen some of these rolls within a
few days,—the post-office rolls,—and I don’t know whether I would be
justified in answering that question or not.

The Chairman. Anything that relates to any matter we have here.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, was the time of those men charged

which were taken from here and sent to the post-office ?

A. Taken from here ?
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Q. Yes, you say there were two men taken from here and sent down
to the post-office to work ?

A. Merritt was.
Q. Well, where was his time charged ?

A. To the post-office.
Q. A whole week ?

A. Well, I suppose there may be a whole week, and there may be a
whole month,

Q. Well, do you know of any other men besides Merritt that were
sent from hero to the post-office ?

A. Well, no ; I know the men worked here, and I noticed they were
charged on the post-office rolls, too.

Q. Any reason to suppose it was deducted from the time here ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think it was.
Q. Know anything about what kind of time-books Mr. Flood kept?
A. Nothing more than when he pays his men Saturday nights, he

would sign the.name in a book.
Q, Had a large book in which he signed the names ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How large a book was that; as large as that ? [Holding up Mr.

Flood’s transcript.]
A. About as large as that; it may be an inch or an inch and ahalf

longer.
Q. When the men were paid, he put the name down there ?

A. Yes, sir; he put the name down there.
Q. Where did you see those pay-rolls which you have seen within a

few days ?

A. In the Parker House.
Q. The Parker House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What room in the Parker House ?

A. Seventy-four, I think.
Q. How happened you to be there ?

A. How happened Ito be there ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I went up there to see Mr. Church.
Q. You were summoned there?
A. No, sir; I was asked to go there.
Q, You were asked to go there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who is Mr Church ?

A. United States Government Agent
Q. And you found on those rolls, you say, the names of some of the

men who worked on the State House ?

A, O, yes; all of them.
Q. All of them ?

A. Yes, sir; that is, in my gang.
Q. (By Mr, Veuuy.) Do I understand you to say that you found,
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upon the rolls you examined at the Parker House, the names of the
persons who worked on the State House ?

A. That was all I was let see. I went over, and hunting up some
other matter there, and helping Mr. Church to find out something, because
I have something to show that these men didn’t work on the post-office.

Q. I understand you to say you found on the post-office rolls the
names of all the men who worked at the State House ?

A. That worked at the State House ?

Q. Yes.
A. Not the whole of them; I know for a fact that the biggest part of

them are on the post-office rolls; I know that one man who worked in
this State House has got 19 days in September, and he never worked
a day in the post-office at that time.

Q. What man is that?
A His name is Fitzgerald.
Q. You have given his first name, have you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know where he lives P
A. I believe he lives in one of Mr. Flood's houses in Cusson Place. I

also know that some of the stock which finished up this place came from
the post-office.

Q. State what you know about stock going from the post-office ?

A. The first time a man came up here to finish this bookcase the
stock was taken from the post-office.

Q. Was any measurement token of it?
A. No, sir; I know on this Saturday, the 28th of November, —that is

the day they threw the post-office open to the public,—and all hands were
let off down there, and Mr. Flood sent them up here; I suppose he
wanted to make double pay on them; and some of the men went up to
the office and wanted to know how the hell they could go to work if they
didn’t fetch their tools with them. I came up by and by, and there
were two men there, and we heard them pass this remark, “You don’t
want to go up to the State House, do you ? ” “No, I don’t care about
it ”; and he told me Twigg and Cummings had gone down to the post-
office to get their tools; I had them looked up in a room, and they went
down and got them, and they had some brushes and oil.

Q. Any measurement taken of it that you know of?
A. No, sir.
Q. Any other instance of stock, which you know of, being taken from

the post-office to the State House ?

A. Not that I can call to mind; a man might, once in a while, get
some sand-paper.

Q. Do you know any instance where stock was taken from the State
House down to the post-office ?

A, No, sir.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. When did you say that was ?

A. What was ?
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Q. That this stock was taken from the post-office ?

A, The first time when Merritt first came up here to finish this book-
case.

Q. Yes; that was when P
A. That was some time before Mr. Flood was sure of getting this job.
Q, Then you gave another day when he went; when was that ?

A. The 28th of November.
Q. How much stock was brought then P
A. 1 don’t know how much; I know that brushes and oil came up.
Q. That is all you know of about that date ?

A. That is all.
Q. Do you know what time Mr. Flood got through with his job at the

post-office ?

A. What time he got through with his job ?

Q. Yes ?

A. I know what time he got through with the government.
Q. What time was that ?

A. He said the 19th of September, and we worked Sunday the 20th,
and then Monday morning we were let off; Mr. Flood took it by contract.

Q. Do you know of Mr. Flood having done work down there by con-
tract with the government ?

A. I do, sir; pretended to do it.
Q. “Pretended to do it,” if you please to have it that way ?

A. I do, sir.
Q. Where he furnished the stock ?

A. I don’t know whether he furnished the stock or not.
Q. You know of his having worked there by contract for the govern-

ment?
A. I do, sir.
Q. Now, you state you have seen these pay-rolls ?

A. I have.
Q. And I think you saw them in Mr. Church’s room at the Parker

House ?

A. Yes, sir- .

Q. You were not summoned there ?

A. I was not.
Q. You went up there voluntarily ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Do you know a man named Taylor ?

A. I do, sir.
Q. How long have you known him ?

A. Have known him since he first went to work on the State House.
Q. Seen him recently ?

A. Saw him yesterday; I never go in his company.
Q. Why not?
A. Because I don’t care to keep his company.
Q. Hasn’t he talked to you about this matter about the post-office ?.

A. Nothing more than Mr. Flood cheating his men out of pay.
56
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Q. You say you don’t know that you are on good terms with Mr.
Flood ?

A. No, I don’t know.
Q. When did you first tell this matter that was told to the Committee;

to whom did you tell it, and when did you tell it ?

A. When did I first tell it ?

Q. Yes.
A. I think to Mr. Church.
Q. He was the first you told it to ?

A. Well, men get together; and talking it over, I may have said some-
thing about it.

Q. If I understand you, you were the foreman of the polishers at the
post-office ?

A. I was, sir.
Q. And all ymu know about polishing up here was that Dan Twigg

and Cummings and O’Rourke came up here on the 28th of November and
worked three days and a man named Becker came and worked a day or
two P

A. I didn’t know that Becker worked a day or two.
Q. How long did he work ?

A. I don’t know. I said Fitzgerald came up to relieve Becker.
Q. And then two polishers went over to Caarlestown ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long did Becker work hei'e ?

A. I told you I didn’t know.
Q. Well, how long was he away from the post-office ?

A. Well, he was sent from the post-office to Washington, on Butler’s
house, and then he was up here, and then he was sent to Charlestown.

Q. And you don’t know how many days he worked up here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That is all you know of the polishing up here ?

A. That is all.
Q. Those three and a half days, or one and a half days, possibly, of

three men, and possibly Becker and Fitzgerald—how long didFitzgerald
work here ?

A. He came up hereto relieve Becker; I don’t know how long he
worked here; I don’t know whether he did any' work here at all or not.

Q. When did you leave Mr. Flood’s employment?
A. Well, I don’t know; I don’t think Mr. Flood— I left when I got

tired of listening to his yarns.
Q. When you got tired listening to his yarns; when was that ?

A. It may be five or six weeks ago.
Q. Well, cannot you give us the date when you left ?

A. I cannot, sir.
Q. Or about the time ?

A. Nor about the time.
Q. All you can say is, when you got tired of listening to his yarns,—

about five weeks ago ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What do you mean by listening to his yarns ?

A. What ?

Q. What do you mean by listening to his yarns?
A. Well, I will tell you I mean Mr, Flood had a lot of men working

for him, and he knew he didn’t have any work for them to do, and he
knew these men had him on certain points on government work and he
kept putting them off; he had this job and he had Butler’s house to
do at Washington, and all this, and we found out it was nothing but lies,
and it was about time to go.

Q. You thought that Mr. Flood would not have the work he prom-
ised to give you ?

A. Mr. Flood promised mo 20 years’ work.
Q. He promised you 20 years’ work?
A Yes, sir.
Q You got tired of waiting for the work ?

A. I got tired of listening to his lies.
Q You got tired of waiting for the work ?

A. I got tired of listening to his lies.
Q. Well, didn’t you get tired of waiting for this work ?

A. No, I did not.
Q. lie promised you 20 years’ work ?

A Yes, sir.
Q. He kept you along with the hope of work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He was not paying you at this time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And he kept you along with the hope of work, and when you

found no work was coming, you left ?

A. That is not the fact.
Q. lam asking you what was the fact?
A. This was the fact, that I got tired of listening to his lies, and left.
Q. The lies were his promises of work ?

A. They were not the promises of work.
Q. What were the lies to which you refer ?

A. O, a good many things.
Q. Well, tell us what you mean ?

A. Well, I will tell you. I mean that when he went to Washington—■
I will commence at the beginning, if you want to hear the whole truth.

Q. Well, commence with the first, when you got tired of it.
A. Well, when he took this contract job, he came to me and told me

that he was not getting a damned cent for doing it, and he didn’t give a
Continental damn how it was got over, and he wanted it slopped over,
and he told these men to go down there; he had something like, I
guess, all the polishers that were working down there—not those that
were up here—and he told me ho would give them three days' work
apiece; and finally, when they came around—it may be in a few days
afterwards, it may be in seven or eight days—he came, and wanted
them all to go, and said he was not making on the work ; it was good
enough and he didn’t want to finish it; and they loft off woik, and one of
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these men went flown to Mr. Flood’s house and told him what they
thought of him, and Mr. Flood came to me and said, “You hare got
to put them on to-morrow,” and he promised those men, afterwards,
four days’ work in a week. They were to come on the next morn-
ing and work for four days, with the understanding that the rest
of these men, who worked half a week and these men that worked
four days—he told me to put them on one half and the other
the other half. He came to me and told me he didn’t want them
any more He told a man who came to him, to see me, and I told
him I had nothing to do with it, and if Mr. Flood wanted to put
him on he could. So these men were all put off, and men were coming
to me because I told them Mr. Flood told me they should have half a
week’s work, until he got the custom-house and the United States court-
house and the marine hospital. He had them sure ;he was only waiting
for them to come. So the men were coming to me, and I went to Mr.
Flood and told him I was sick of it. One day I got sick of it, and went
out and told him so, and he said he would do what was right when he
had this job, and I told him, at the same time, that I didn’t think he
would ever put a brush on it; and finally he put these two men on again.
There were three of us altogether at the time; we met him in the post-
office ; he talked it over there and said he would put them to work, and
he did put them to work, and afterwards they got that finished up and
slopped over what was done there and went to work on the treasury-
doors down there, polished one side and put two coats of shellac on.

After they got thfough with that, he wanted me to go up to Lowell to
find out from a man up there if he was making General Butler’s door;
he didn’t know the man’s name, but he said I could find him easy.
I didn’t go up to Lowell; I didn’t think it was worth while—l
sent another man, who was working for him, up there, and he found the
man, who told him the work would not be ready till the last of April.
He came back, and I told Mr. Flood. He asked how they made out, and
I told him just about as I thought it would turn out. We went in and he
commenced talking to me in his office; he told me that the reason
General Holman went back on him was because, when he was gone on to
Washington, General Holman wanted him to try and get Bryant’s place
for him at the post-office. I went to General Holman, and General Hol-
man told me it was a lie; so I never knew him to tell the truth,

Q, Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir. That is another thing; on this “ opening day” he told
men that the government did not pay him for that day, and the govern-
ment did pay him.

Q. Yes?
A. That is about lies enough which he has told. So, sir, I then got

tired of going up to him.
Q. Got tired of going where ?

A. Up to his shop.
Q. Where had you been at work during this time ?

A. Where had I been at work ?

Q. You hadn’t been at work anywhere ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Hadn’t been paid ?

A. No, sir; I should have been satisfied, if he had paid me for the time
I had worked for him.

Q. You had been loafing around there for the hope of work which was
held out to you, and you got tired of the lies regarding that ?

A. I never expected to get any work from him, because I knew he
would never have it. I say he told these men that he was sure ofhaving
these jobs.

Q. He gave promises to you about work ?

A. Yes, sir, he did; I guess if I had worked in with him I could have
had work.

Q, Did you tell this matter to Mr. Church, or anybody else, until you
found you were not going to get work from Mr. Flood P

A. Yes, sir; I talked it over before I saw Mr. Church. I went up to
the “Herald ” office to find out about him.

Q. Went to the “Herald” office to find out a way, to see how you
could see Mr. Church or General Holman ?

A. No, sir; to see if they would put a piece in the paper.
Q. You had seen General Holman ?

A. I hadn’t seen him.
Q. Did you see whether they would put a piece in the paper ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Had you given them any informationP
A. No, sir.
Q. And you gave no information to anybody until you found out Mr.

Flood had no work for you ?

A. Nothing more than talking it around.
Q. Nothing more than talking it around among the men ?

A. With men who never worked a day for Mr. Flood.
Q. You talked it around among men who never worked for Mr. Flood

before you finally left Mr. Flood’s employment ?

A. I did.
Q. What men did you talk it to ?

A. O, lots of them.
Q. Who were they ?

A. Any man I would meet who would ask me about it.
Q. Well, give the names of some of them ?

A. I don’t think I will, if I know it.
Q. Won’t you give the names of some of the men you told this story

to?

A. No, sir; I don’t think I will.
Mr. Doherty. I will ask the Committee to order you to answer.
The Chairman. I think it is a proper question.
A. Well, I talked it with any man who asked me; I didn’t ask the

man’s name; if I got into company, and it was fetched up, I told him.
Q. Well, you cannot give the names of some of the men to whom you

gave this information ; you say you cannot give those names ?
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A. I might give one, probably; I don’t think I could give the whole of
them, because, any place I was asked, I told them what I knew.

Q. That was before and after you loft off working for Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir; before and afterwards.
Q. (By the Chairman ) Can you mention some names ?

A. I can mention the name of one man, Mr. Welch.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What is his business?
A. lie is an upholsterer.
Q. When did you tell him ?

A. At different times. As I said before, to anybody that asked me, I
would give all the information I knew.

Q. That is all you can say ?

A. That is all.
Q. Do you know of any man being charged for, by Mr. Flood, as

doing work upon the State House, who did not work there ?

A. Ido not; Ido not know of anyone that did not work there, that
was charged at the State House.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you ever have any talk with Mr. Flood
about the State House repairs ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That subject was never brought up ? Nothing was said about it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) You said you worked Thanksgiving Day, and

did not get any pay for it ?

A. I did get pay for it.
Q. I thought you said the men worked Thanksgiving Day, and did not

get any pay for it ?

A. We did not work, but the government allowed for it. As a gen-
eral thing the government allows for all holidays; he told his men, if he
got it, he would give it to them.

Q. So they didn’t work, and they didn’t lose anything ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Yerry. He says he said that Mr. Flood got it, and did not give it

to them. They did not work, but the government paid, and Mr. Flood
didn’t give it over to them.

Mr. McNutt. I understand him to say that they worked, but did not
get their pay.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you ever see any books in Mr. Flood’s
office beside the one on which you signed your name to get your pay ?

Mr. Doherty. He did not sign his name.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Where did you sign your name Saturday ?

A. I never signed any book Saturday ; I signed the first of the month;
I saw him put down every Saturday night.

Q. But you never signe.d your name for pay ?

A. I signed my name for pay.
Q. When you went to get your pay, did you sign any book belonging

to Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir; I never signed any book for Mr. Flood.
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Q. You do not understand my question. You went to Mr. Flood
once a month to get your pay ?

A. No, sir; once a week.
Q. Well, when he paid it, did you have to sign anything ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How did you know you got your pay right then ?

A. I think I was smart enough to count it, and see whether I got it
right or not.

Q. Did he ask you how many days you worked ?

A. He did.
Q. He always allowed you for the number of days you stated ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see any book there in his office ?

A. I saw a book, and he wrote in it every man’s name as soon as
he gave him any money.

Q. Did you you see any other book ?

A. Ido not know as I did.
Q. A book that he used to charge stock in ?

A. I never used to go into the shop much when I was at work on the
post-office, except Saturday night. I know he used to keep a slate on
which he put down stock. I saw it taken into the office.

Q. You don’t know where he put it, or what he transcribed it into ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr Colburn.) You speak of signing something once a

month; what was that ?

A. A government pay-roll.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you ever have to sign twice ?

A. Yes, sir; I always signed twice. There were two rolls.
Q. Not the same paper, but two rolls ?

A. Two rolls. I don’t believe any man ever signed his name in Mr.
Flood’s office on a book; nothing more than a pay-roll.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understand you to say, that although you
were foreman of the polishers, you had no instruction to keep their time,
or anything of that sort ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) That was at the post-office ?

A. That was at the post-office.
Q. There was a government time-keeper there ?

A. There was.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know anything about the amount

of polishing there has been done on the State House ?

A. Ido not, sir.
Q. So you cannot judge of the time it took to do it ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Yerry. Is that all, or are there any other witnesses here P
Mr. Churchill. Mr. Morrill’s son Is here ; no one else.
Mr. Yerry. I want to call Mr Simmons.
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Mr. Doherty. I would like to ask the Committee if there is anything
further to-day that will touch the matter of painting ?

Mr. Vekry. I don’t think there is.

Testimony of George F. Simmons—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) I understood you to say the other day, that you

did not keep any books showing the time you worked on this job, except
the ones you produced ?

A. Yes, sir; that is what I said.
Q. But you made up your time. When did you make it up, Saturday

or every night ?

A. I made up my time every night.
Q. You had a little book here, I believe, on which you kept your time.

That is it, is it ? [Throwing him a pass-book.]
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, is that an account of all the men you had at work during the

time it covers ?

A. All the men I had on this job.
Q. Did you have any other men at work ?

A. I did.
Q. Where ?

A. I had two at Mr. Wiley’s house.
Q. Anywhere else ?

A. I think not. I don’t remember having any anywhere else.
Q. Won’t you look at that through the month of August, and tell us

whether you had any men through the month of August, except what
you had at work on Mr. Wiley’s house, and what you had at work on the
State House ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think I had.
Q. Well, you had two men at work at Mr. Wiley’s, or somewhere else,

besides those at work on the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Those were all ?

A. All that I know of. I had no other job that I know of, at that
time.

Q. Well now, supposing you went into this room to do some work,
such as carpentering or repairing doors or floors, or anything of that
kind, would you keep an account of that; that is, if you were to fix
that panel, would you keep an account of that P

A. I would keep an account of that, of course.
Q. Of what?
A. Of the panel and the door. Perhaps I would not keep an account

just in that way, but I would keep an account of the time.
Q. Well, you would keep an account of putting the panel in the door,

or of any' other work ?

A. I would.
Q. Where ?

A. On a paper.
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Q, On what paper ?

A. I explained, the other day, that I used paper about that size.
[Pointing to a sheet of letter paper.]

Q. Did you keep any such paper as that ? [Throwing him one.]
A. I did.
Q. Well, why didn’t you keep an account of this work you did for the

commissioners, the same as you kept it of the other work you did about
the State House ?

A. Because I would have had to employ some half dozen clerks, more
or less, to do it.

Q. Why did you keep your other accounts that way ?

A. Because I was requested to.
Q. Who requested you to ?

A. Major Morissey, serjeant-at-arms, always told me to keep his
account different from anybody’s else.

Q. Did you work for Major Morissey in August ?

A. Perhaps I did some jobs; I don’t know.
Q. Is that your bill ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Won’t you read the first work you did there, on the Ist day of

August P
A. “ For five days’ work, finishing, cutting up floors and timbers; for

pipes, and fitting in with pieces new floor; fitting and putting up casings
both sides; new door-frames, and re-nailing both sides of old one; fitting
and scribing cases to floor and wall, and cutting back of shelves; to iron
column, and fastening cases up in place; drilling holes in brick wall for
brackets under one case, and putting on cornice and casing on front.”

Q. That is the account of the work you did on the Ist of August P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you do it ?

A. I think what I have written here was done in the Tax Commis-
sioner’s office.

Q. What other work did yon do on the State House the Ist of Au-
gust?

A. I could not tell you just now.
Q. Did you do any ?

A. I think it likely.
Q. Can you tell us anything about it, or have you any account of it ?

A. I have not.
Q. But you kept that in detail ?

A. Exactly; because I was requested to do so.
Q. But you did not keep anything else?
A. No, sir; if I had to tell about every nail I drove and shaving I

took off in regard to the commissioners’ work, as I said before, I would
have had to employ some half dozen clerks to do it.

Q, How many clerks did you have to employ to do that?
A. Only one.
Q, Who was that ?

A. Myself.
67
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Q. When did you do it?
A. I think likely it was written on Sunday. I don’t know, but I think

likely it was.
Q. Well, how could you remember from Monday until the next

Saturday P How could you tell whether you did it one day or another ?

A, Well, what was done here, I had to write over twice. In the first
place I took a memorandum of it on paper and took it home with me
and copied it every night, and wrote it off on Sunday on a paper, and
then threw the pieces away.

Q. Do you know who the men were that worked for you at that time ?

A. I know some of them. Of course I don’t know all their names.
Q. Do you remember the day when the work was done that you have

read off?
A. I do.
Q. Do you remember whether you were engaged in any other work

about the State House at that time ?

A. Ido not.
Q. Well, you have got five days charged in that paper for the first

day of August?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have got three days charged in your other bill for the first

day of August ?

A. I have, if it is down so ; yes, sir.
Q. Now, can you tell the names of the men that worked for you ?

A. I cannot recollect them all on that particular day.
Q. You cannot on any of the days?
A. I cannot, on any particular day, remember the names of all of

them.
Q. Now, don’t you think you have got charged into your commission-

ers’ bill work that you rendered in that bill for the Tax Commissioner’s
room ?

A. Ido not think it is so.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Can you tell me how much discount there was

on this bill of Mr. Paul’s ?

A. I cannot.
Q. Are these bills just as you paid them ?—Well, no matter.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Was this work done in the Tax Commission-

er’s department done by the same men you employed in the commission-
ers’ room ?

A. I don’t know that it was.
Q, Can you tell the names of the men who worked on the Tax Com-

missioner’s room in August ?

A. I don’t think I can.
Q. Can you tell the names of the men who worked on the commis-

sioners’ work in August ?

A, I don’t know that I can.
Q. Didn’t the same men work on both ?

A. Not the same day; not at the same time.
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Q. Not at the same time, of course not. But didn’t the same men
work on both ?

A. I think they did, but lam not sure about it.
Q. Didn’t you transfer them from one job to another ?

A. It is very likely I did.
Q. Just as the occasion required ?

A. I did.
Q. Didn’t you transfer some of them in the middle of the day ?

A. I don’t remember anything of that kind.
Q. Would you swear that you did not ?

A. I would not swear that I did, or did not.
Q. You have got no separate record of the time of these men ?

A. I have not.
Q. So you were doing work in the Tax Commissioner’s department

under one contract, and were engaged at the same time doing work for
the commissioners in another part of the State House, and you have no
separate account to tell where your men worked ?

A. At present I have not; no, sir.
Q. How is it about the stock you furnished the Tax Commissioner’s

department, and thatwhich you furnished the commissioners ? Have you
any figures which will show where the stock was furnished ?

A. I have not; no, sir.
Q. I suppose you can give us a list of the names of the men that

worked for you, can you not ?

A. I can in time, by a little thinking.
Q. Can you to-morrow ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I think you gave me the total number of all the men you had at

work at any one time here last fall ?

A. The total number?
Q. Yes, sir.
A. I did give you the total number I had at work on the commission-

ers’ work.
Q. Didn’t you give me the total number of all the men you had in

your employ ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. Can you now give me the names of all the men you had in your

employ in August and September last ?

A. I cannot.
Q. You cannot?

■A. I cannot, because I have no means of knowing.
Q. How many men did you employ last August and September ?

A. 1 cannot tell. I cannot call it to mind just now.
Q. Did you employ lo ?

A. I did; more than that, I think.
Q. You are sure that at one time in August or September, you had

more than 15 men in your employ ?

A," I think I did.
Q. Did you have 20 ?
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A. No, sir; I think not.
Q. Well, you can tell pretty near. Give us your best judgment as to

the number of men you had at work for you at any one time last August
or September?

A. I cannot give you any definite number.
Q. You can give us pretty nearly a definite number. You say you

had more than 15, and I understand you to say you did not have 20 ?

A. That is my impression; yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, take the month of September. Give the total number

of men you had in your employ for the month of September.
A. I cannot give you more than what I have done.
Q. Well, in August; did you have 10 men in your employ in August ?

A, I don’t know. I don’t know how many men I had at any one
time.

Q. You have no means of determining how many men you had in
your employ so recently as that ?

A. Nothing that I know of, more than these bills.
Q. Well, on the 18th ofAugust, did you have 11 men inyour employ ?

A. I don’t know. I cannot tell you.
Q. You have no means of knowing ?

A. I have no means of knowing, any more than what is before you.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Where are the original invoices of the

materials which you purchased for the State House P
A. Where are they ?

Q. Yes, where are they ?

A. My bills and vouchers are in the hands of the Committee.
Q. I mean the original bills; not the duplicates you have put in, but

the original bills.
A. I think they are not in my possession.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do I understand you to say the bills you

furnished the Committee are duplicates, and not the original bills ?

A. All I have got to say in answer to that question is: there are my
bills, and there are my vouchers.

Q. Now, answer my question: Are these bills, which you furnish the
Committee, the original bills rendered to you, or are they duplicates of
these bills ?

A. Will you please put that question again ?

Q. Are these bills, which you furnish the Committee as vouchers for
stock which you had, the original bills which were rendered to you, or are
they duplicates ?

A. They are not duplicates of the original bills.
Q. They are not the original bills ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Where are the original bills ?

A. I guess I haven’t got them.
Q. Didn’t you understand that the Committee wanted the original

bills ?

A. I did not understand it; no, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) I understand none of these bills are originals
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or duplicates, but they are bills that are inflated and extended. I under-
stand that to be correct ?

A. I think so; yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. V eket.) You have somewhere the bills which you paid ?

A. I have not.
Q. What have you done with them F
A. \\ ill you put that question again, please F
Q. You have got the bills which you actually paid for materials fur-

nished the State House P .

A. Yes, sir; I have.
Q. And you can produce them F
A. I don’t know whether I can or not.
Q. Well, what is the matter F If you have them, why cannot youproduce them ?

A. Yes, sir; I can produce them.
Q. Will you do it F
A. I suppose I can ; yes, sir.
Q. When will you do it F
A. Any time the Committeerequires it.
Q. To-morrow morning, at ten o’clock F
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) When you wanted to furnish the commis-

sioners with vouchers, why did you go to the parties of whom you boughtthe material and get another bill of the same material at a larger pricethan was stated in the original invoice, which was given you when youpurchased the material F Why did you do’that F
A. Because I wanted a profit on it.
Q. But couldn't you get a profit so that you could show them whatyou had actually paid ?

A. The reason why I did that, was that it is customary to do so. Notonly I, but other people, do the same thing, to get a profit. That is thereason I did it.
Q. Well, couldn’t you get an honest profit by showing them exactlywhat you paid, and then charging a per cent, on the cost F Was it

impiopei for you to furnish them with the information as to the exact costof that material F
A. Well, as far as my judgment goes at the present time, and the tes-timony taken here before the Committee, the prices upon the original

“n W
/R

ld haVe b6en oonsidered hiSh
’ perhaps even at the price [ paid.(By Mr. Yerrt.) Did you not put into your bill a dollar each forbalusters, when you did not pay but 75 cents for them F

A. I don’t know what I did,
Q. Did you not submit these bills to the Committee as the originalDills r °

A. What did you say F
Q. Did you not mean that the Committee should understand that thebills you put in were the bills you paid F
A. I did not say so.
Q. Did you mean they should understand so P
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A. That was the presumption, of course.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Did you tell these parties how much more you

wanted them to charge ?

A. No, I did not.
Q. Well, how did they know how much profit you wanted? For

instance, these wash-bowls that you have charged $22 or $23 for; do you
know how much they cost?

A. No, sir.
Q. Don’t you know the price of them ?

A. No, sir; some of them were two-pan ends, and some of them
were only one.

Q. Do you know how much was charged for them ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How much did you pay ?

A. Ido not know.
Q. You do not know much about the business ?

A. Not but very little; no, sir.
Q. Then if you had charged 50 or 100 per cent, profit, would you

think you had charged a good profit ?

A. I think 100 per cent, is a pretty good profit.
Q. A pretty good profit ?

A. I think so.
Q. A wash-stand costs $l6, and you charge $23 for it, and that is a

pretty good profit ?

A. I think that is not very bad, although there are plenty of times

when there is more profit charged.
Q. Especially where a man is paid a salary for doing business ?

A. That is a misapprehension; I was not paid a salary.
Q. You were paid by the day ?

A. I was paid $4 per day.
Q. You were getting $1.25 and $1.50 per day on your men ?

A. I was.
Q. And were charging 50 to 100 per cent, on your material?
A. I don’t know how much.
Mr. Shaw. Well, your bills show it.
Q, (By the Chairman.) Is it your custom always, when doing a job,

after you have purchased your material, and received an invoice a

certain price, to go to these parties and ask them to make another bill

which you can render to your employer; that is, to make the price
larger; to conceal from your employer the original or true invoice ? Is

that your custom ?

A. Not in all cases.
Q. In any case ?

A. In all cases it is not.

Q. Was it in this case ? Where did you purchase the other wash-
stands, aside from the one you purchased of the Bay State Moulding

Company ?

A. I purchased them all there.
Q. You purchased them all there ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then, after you had got a correct invoice, you asked some one in

the office to make another bill, adding 83J, or more, per cent, to the
original invoice ? You gave them the exact figures you wanted them to
use ?

A. Yes, sir; I did.
Q. Why did you state, a little while ago, that you did not give the

parties that instruction ? You said a little while ago that you did not;
that they made the bills without any instruction from you.

A. No, sir; Ido not think I stated so. The question was asked me,
if they asked me to make out a bill; I think that was the way they asked
me, and I said no.

Q. Should you think people, as a general thing, would like to employ
you, knowing your custom of charging, and the way in which you have
charged the Commonwealth ?

A. Ido not know how that is, Mr. Chairman. I know that my custom
is that of others. Others make the same profit I do, and perhaps more.
I don’t know whether they like to employ them or not.

Q. Have you ever worked for anyperson or party, to any extent, aside
from the Commonwealth P

A. No more than to build a house for myself; that is, for other parties
on my own account.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) These sashes you put into the Council Chamber,
can you tell how much you paid for them ?

A. I cannot.
Q. You know you did not pay $5 ?

A. Probably not.
Q. Did you pay f 2 ?
A. I don't know how much I paid.
Q. Did you know whether you paid over $2 ?

A. Ido not know.
Q. Do you know whether they cost more than f 2 P
A. No, sir.
Q. Were they worth over §2 ?

A. I should think they were worth more than that.
Q. Wejl, how much ?

A. Ido not know how much; I should not think they were worth
over §3, and more than f2.

Q. You think they are not worth over $3 ?

A. I did not say that.
Q. You did not say so ? Well, according to your judgment, how much

would such sash cost P Don’t you know the value of them P
A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. Can you tell, by going down and looking at them, what they cost ?

A. I cannot do it.
Q. You know perfectly well, Mr. Simmons, what the bill was for that

sash.
A. No, Ido not.
Q. Well, you said you did not know what Mr. Paul’s bill was; but
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come to figure it down, you did, When you get cornered, you seem to
recollect all about it ?

A. Well, Ido not know how much Mr. Paul’s bill was now, any more
than I know what the bill for the sash was.

Mr. Colburn. There does not seem to be any list of vouchers at all,—
yes, here they are ; the sashes were charged at $5.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you ever have any original invoices ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did you do with them P
A. I think it is quite likely I have them now.
Q. Well, why did you not furnish them, instead of giving these that

you have presented ? Why did you not put in the original invoices,
or vouchers, rather than these ?

A. Well, I answered that question once before,—because other parties
did the same thing. Other parties were getting stock at the same place I
got this, and got vouchers in the same form and in the same way,—that I
know; and the reason why I did it was, because it was customary to
do so.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Then, I understand you to give no other rea-

son than that other people did it ?

A. Not exactly so.
Q. Well, if you have any other reason, state it ?

A. Well, the other reason would be that, if I had furnished the orig-
inal vouchers, there would have been many people who would have
thought that price too high.

Q. Well, are not the original bills—all of them—lower than these
bills ?

A. I don’t know but that they are; I guess likely they are.

Q. Well, if they thought the original bills high, what would they think
of these that are higher ?

A. I don’t know that I formed any opinion in regard to that ?

Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you not intend by giving these bills—-
which are neither duplicates or originals—to deceive; in fact, to conceal
from the commissioners the price that you actually paid for the material
which went into the job ? Did you not intend to deceive P

A. That was not my intention; no, sir.
Q, Does that prove anything else ?

A. That proves that I wanted a little profit on my sash.
Q. Will you answer my question ? By that, did you not intend to

deceive them as to the cost of that material ?

A. Well, perhaps you may call it deception, or not.
Q. Didn’t you intend to do it?
A. That was not my intention.
Q. What did you intend ?

A. I stated the reason why I did so : because others did it.

Q. Then you mean to say it is the practice among all master

mechanics to deceive their employers?
A. No, sir; I don’t say it is the practice among all; I do not know,

from the fact that I do not know all master mechanics.
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Q. Well, so far as you know ?

A. Well, Ido know that other men, who do a larger business than I
do, have got vouchers in the same way I have got these, in order to pro-
duce them in settling bills.

Q. (By Mr. Colbuen.) Were these men employed about the State
House ?

A. Not that I know.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Do you call yourself a master builder ?

A. Well, I never built any churches, or anything of that kind.
Q. Well, you say all that you have done has been on the State House,

and to help build a house of your own ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you can rank as a master builder ?

A. That would be a matter of opinion. Of course I have not any-
thing to say about it. Some might consider I was capable, and some
would not.

Q. Will you bring these original bills, and the corrected bill of this
sash, here ? If not, I will move that you be summoned to bring them.

Mr. Terry. He has promised to bring them.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Who made out these two bills ?

A. I suppose Mr. Veazie did.
Q. Did you ask Mr. Teazie to make them out ?

A. I suppose I told him how much I wanted him to charge the sash
at.

Q Did he decline to make them out at that price ?

A. He did not.
Q. Then Mr. Veazie is an accomplice of yours P
A. Not that I know of.
Q. You told him what you wanted it for?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then he understood that you wished this made out at this price to

enable you to cheat the government? You might as well be square
about it.

A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. Did not Mr. Veazie say it was rather high ?

A. Ido not remember that any such conversation took place.
Q. Well, these other bills of Mr. Paul’s—who made these out?
A. I don’t know.
Q. Whom did you call on ?

A. One of Mr. Paul’s clerks.
Q. Did you tell him what you wanted them for ?

A. I think I told him I wanted them for vouchers.
Q. Well, did he make out vouchers ?

A. He made out these.
Q. Well, are these vouchers?
A. Yes, sir; these are vouchers.
Q. The original vouchers ?

A, No, sir; these are the vouchers you have in your possession,
Q. Well, if I understand, these bills have been raised in value; or, in

68
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other words, the prices have been increased since you bought the goods.
Those vouchers are inflated from the original price, are they?

Mr. Colburn. He has already stated they were not the original
vouchers, and has promised to produce them to-morrow.

Q. (By Mr Churchill.) By what authority were you employed on
the State House, or by whom were you employed ?

A. I was employed originally by the sergeant-at-arms, I mean as
carpenter at the State House, for some years back.

Q. You were employed by Major Morissey ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When were you first employed by him ?

A. I don’t remember the date.
Q. I don’t ask you to remember the date. In what year was it ?

A. 1 think it was in 1871 or 1872,one of those two years.
Mr Churchill. That is all. I would like to ask Mr. Maguire one

single question.

Testimony of John Maguire—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) What is the regular price paid for polish-

ers ?

A. From $l5 to $lB.
Q. Per week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was that the price paid by Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir; Mr. Flood paid $3.
Q. Per day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Churchill. That is all.

Testimony of Mr. Henry O. Reed—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) How long have you been employed around

the State House P
A, This is my eleventh winter.
Q. What has been your position generally P
A. I have been doorkeeper of the Senate. I have been in charge

there, this is the ninth year. The first two years I had charge of the
west wing, so called, at that time.

Q. What do you know with regard to the carpets at the State House ?

A. So far as I know in regard to them, we have always studied the
greatest economy, and kept them until they were patched. It has been
work I have worked on for the last few years. During the summer time
I have worked at it more or less, and I have had more or less to do with
them all the time. Whenever there was patching or piecing, Major Mor-
issey has called on me to look after it.

Q. Well, with regard to the carpet taken up last fall; do you know
where it is ?

A. No, sir; I had nothing to do with it.
Q. Do you know whether it is all here ?
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A. Ido not.
Q. Do you know whether any of it was taken away ?

A. No, sir.
Q. In your experience, within some eleven or twelve years, have you

known of any carpets being given away P
A. I could not say as to that. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. Never had any given to you ?

A. I bought some once, that is all.
Q. To whom did you pay the money ?

A. That I paid to Mr. Tolman.
Q. Now, in regard to the matter of painting this State House. Were

you approached by any one in regard to using your influence for their
getting the contract ?

A. I have worked painting for Mr. Flood on this State House. Mr.
Flood came to me in the first of it, and said he did not have a fair show
when he painted the State House before, and he wished to get the con-
tract ; and he said to me that if I would get it for him I should be fore-
man of the job, and have a chance, I did see Mr. Stickney, my own
Senator, and said to him that if he could conscientiously give it to Mr.
Flood, I would like to have him give it to him. That was all that was
said on that point.

Q. You did not say anything to the other commissioners P
A. Not in particular until afterwards. I did ask Dr. Loring, one day,

“ Who is going to be the man ? ” and he said, from the recommendations,
he was in favor of Mr. Flood.

Q. Did he ask your opinion as to Mr. Flood ?

A. I cannot say.
Q. Now, I will come to a more direct question. Was any compensa-

tion offered you by any one ?

A. No, sir; nothing further than what I stated in relation to the job I
was to have.

Q. You did not receive any compensation from any one for obtaining
it ?

A. No, sir; not until after this thing was settled and he found I could
not have it under the circumstances. Then he paid me by the day.

Q. How much did he pay you ?

A. He agreed to give me $5 per day; but I have not received it. I
have received part of it.

Q. You did not, then, receive from any one fSOO as compensation for
your influence ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. And you have not ?

A. No, sir.
Q. But you have received compensation for certain work you did P
A. Yes, sir; a portion of it.■
Q. You did painting here ?

A. Not this year, I did some when the House and Senate was painted
before.
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Q. Well, you received compensation from some one on this job this
year ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, you were paid for your services ?

A. I was paid for my services, because he could not give me the job
he agreed to.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) How much money did you receive ?

A. I have received $ 194,1 think.
Q. From whom ?

A. From Mr. Flood.
Q. How much more is he to pay you ?

A. I could not say.
Q. How much do you expect ?

A. I expect something like $l5O more.
Q. That amounts to over $3OO ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Flood, then, actually agrees to pay you some $350 ?

A. That is according to the number of days I was at work for him.
Q. What were you doing hero for Mr. Flood ?

A. I was looking after the work, going back and forth to the shop,
doing errands, and when he was away at Washington he wished me to be
there at the shop to look after things that might come in.

Q. Then you were not foreman ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you receive pay from the State at the same time you were

rendering services to Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you work at the State House ?

A. No, sir; not at all.
Q. Did you have any trouble with Mr. Flood about getting your

money P
A. No, sir.
Q. Have you asked him for more, and has he refused it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What has he said in regard to paying the

balance ?

A. That he was hard up for money, and could not pay me until he got
settled up here. That was all there was said, and I dropped it, then,

Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) If I understand your story, Mr. Flood wanted
you to use your influence to get him the job, and promised you, if he did
get it, that you should be foreman. He did get the job, you were not
appointed his foreman, but in order to recompense you in some way for
your efforts in getting him the job, he employed you at $5 per day.

A. Until after they commenced work, and then I quit.
Q. That employmentwas before the co.mmencement of the work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that you did no work for him while the State House repairs

were going on ?

A, No, sir.
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Q, When did you begin to work for him at $5 per day ?

A. On the Ist of July, as soon as they adjourned.
Q. And you continued up to the last of August ?

A. Well, until they commenced work here.
Q. And the only consideration for your getting that job was the fact

that you did what you could to help Mr. Flood get the State House ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. It was a pretty easy job, was it not?
A. Well, no, sir; I would not go through it again.
Q. I mean, the job for Mr. Flood ?

A. O, I should say so, for what I did.
Q. Well, what did you do for him P
A. I simply spoke to Mr. Stickney, my senator, in relation to it, and

told him, if he could do it conscientiously, I would like to have him.
Q. Well, how mhch work did you do for So per day? what did you

do for Mr. Flood ?

A. I simply looked out to see that he had the job.
Q. Well, did I understand you to say that you ran on errands, and

took care of his business ?

A. Well, I did, a certain part of the time. When he was away, he
wanted me to look out for his business down there.

Q. Well, there was very little work that you did ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that it was substantially compensation for your influence ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) That was what I wanted to get at; whether

you worked after the work commenced ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Why did you not get the foremanship ?

A. I supposed I was going to have it.
Q. Well, why didn’t you ?

A. I could not tell you.
Mr. Colburn. He said circumstances had changed so that he could

not give it to him, and he was obliged to put him somewhere else.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Were there other parties who went in to see if

they could get the job ?

A. I could not say.
Q. You only approached two of the commissioners ?

A. That is all.
Q. Did you say anything to Mr. Wiley about it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then of course you used your best influence ?

A. Of course, that would be very natural.
Q. Dr. Loring, you said, spoke to you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Dohertt.) You made no improper suggestions to any

commissioner, and Mr. Flood made no improper suggestions through
you?

A. No, sir.
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Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did he offer you ?5 per day to use your in-
fluence to get him the job ?

A. No, sir.
Q. He offered you the foremanship to get the job ?

A. He was to give me work if he got it,
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And as you were not appointed foreman, as

a reward for these labors, he gave you $5 per day ?

A. Yes, sir; that, with other things, I did some work for him.

[The Committee then adjourned until Wednesday, April 28, at 10
o’clock.]
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Wednesday, April 28, 1875.

George S. Merrill, of Lawrence— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you ever receive a letter, or were you

ever asked or requested in any way, shape or manner, by Dr. Loring, to
use your influence to have Mr. Flood do the painting on the State House ?

A. I received no letter from anybody that I know of, in relation to it,
and the only conversation I remember to have had with anybody about
it— lam in doubt whether it was Dr. Loring or a gentleman conversing
with him who made the request about it at that time. My impression is
it was Dr. Loring.

Q. You received a request to use your influence to have Flood do the
painting, from Dr. Loring ?

A. Something of that nature. Perhaps I can best state it by explain-
ing ; it was a conversation to which I was only a listener, as I partly
knew Mr. Flood and didn’t know the other party at all, and the conver-
sation was in relation to the painting; I was not interested in it, and didn’t
care anything about it. At the close of the conversation, Senator Stick-
ney passed, and I turned and shook hands with him, and eitherilr. Loring
or the gentleman with him said, “You are well acquainted with Mr.
Stickney P ” and I said, “ Yes, very well,” and one of the gentleman said,
“Won’t you see him, and use your influence to have the work divided
between the parties in question ? ”

Q. See who ?

A. Mr. Stickney.
Q. You think it was Dr. Loring ?

A. lam in doubt about it; I had the conversation with them. The
other gentleman had been complaining to Dr. Loring about the commis-
sion, that at some meeting Mr. Sanford wasn’t there, and Mr. Stickney
didn’t vote, or Mr. Stickney wasn’t there and Mr. Sanford didn’t vote, or
one way or the other, I don’t know which.

Q.
, I think you say that Dr. Loring asked you to use your influence P

A. My impression is that Dr. Loring turned to me and asked me to
use my influence to have Mr. Clark do one part and Mr. Flood the other
part; but I am not sure whether it was Dr. Loring or the other party.

Q. Did Mr. Stickney ask you ?

A. I had no conversation with Mr. Stickney.

FOURTEENTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Who was the other gentleman ?

A. I have no sort of an idea about it.
Q. It wasn’t Mr. Wiley ?

A. I should judge from the conversation that it wasn’t Mr. Wiley, and
it was very evident from the conversation that it wasn’t anybody on the
commission.

Q. Where was the conversation ?

A. In the vestibule of the Parker House, I think; lam quite sure it
was.

Q. You are quite sure the other gentleman was not one of the com-
missioners ?

A. O, yes; he was complaining that the commissioners, at some meet-
ings, hadn’t settled the question. That was the way it commenced, I
think, between the two.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) It wasn’t Mr. Flood ?

A. No, sir; it wasn’t Mr. Flood.

Timothy M. Walker—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Please state your name, residence and busi-

ness?
A. Timothy M. Walker, of Springfield.
Q. Your business ?

A. House-painter by trade.
Q. You are familiar, I suppose, with the price of painting, and what

it is worth to paint buildings inside and outside, by the square yard, or
otherwise ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you been over the State House, and looked at it ?

A. I have; yes, sir.
Q. What, in your judgment, would if have been worth per square

yard last fall to paint the inside of the State House with two coats of
paint in the manner that it is painted ?

A. Twenty cents, sir.
Q. Twenty cents. How much would it have been worth to have

painted it with three coats ?

A. Thirty cents.
Q. How much with three coats and a coat of gloss ?

A. Forty cents.
Q. With two coats of gloss, how much ?

A. Two coats of gloss and three coats of paint ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Fifty cents, I should say.
Q. In this estimate, do you include the cost of the staging for the

painters to work upon ?

A. Yes, sir; I include everything.
Q. Suppose the staging were furnished you, how much, in your judg-

ment, would it then be worth ?

A. Well, the staging wouldn’t be a great affair, any how; it wouldn’t
exceed five cents a yard at any rate.
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Q. Wouldn’t it make a difference of five cents a yard ?

A. I don’t think it would, that.
Q. Then your original estimate includes the staging and painting;

does it include any preparation for painting, like cleaning, or anything
of that sort ?

A. Well, I should have taken it as it was and painted it for that
money; if it needed any cleaning, I should have done it.

Q. Do you know anything about the condition of the State House
then ?

A. I don’t know anything about it, only I understand it had been five,
six or seven years since it was painted.

Q. Would it be worth more to paint a new building or to paint one
that previously had been painted ?

A. It would be worth the same per coat, either way, I think.
Q. It would use as much stock if there were paint upon the walls,

or not ?

A. I don’t think it would take quite as much stock.
Q. Would the labor be any more ?

A. No, sir.
Q. What would it be worth per square yard to paint the outside ?

A. Per coat P
Q. Yes, sir; including the staging and everything.
A. I think on a building of this kind it would be worth about twelve

and a half cents for the outside.
Q. Twelve and a half cents for two coats ?

A. One coat.
Q. For two coats, how much ?

A. Twenty-five cents.
Q. For three coats ?

A. Thirty-seven and a half.
Q. Thirty-seven and a half for three coats. Do you know anything

about gilding ?

A. Ido ; something, sir.
Q. What is gilding worth per square yard ?

A. I couldn’t answer that, because I never did any by the yard.
Q. How does the cost of gilding compare with the cost of the work

or the stock compare with the work in cost—are they about the same ?

or does the cost of the stock exceed the cost of the work, or the cost of
the work exceed that of the stock ?

A. That would depend something on where it was, and what it was,
and how you could get at it; I should think the work would be about
as much as the stock.

Q. Yes, sir. If a pack of gold-leaf cost $8.25, would it cost $8.25 to
lay it ?

A. No, it wouldn’t.
Q. It wouldn’t be worth that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Is the stock worth rather more than the work ?

A. The stock is worth more than the work.
59
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Q. Have you examined the eagle and the coat-of-arms in the House
of Representatives’ Hall ?

A. I saw it when I came through there, sir.
Q. What should you say would be a fair price for gilding it ?

A. I think I would be willing to do it for $lOO.
Q. I understand you to say you would do it for §lO0—put the gilding

upon the eagle and coat-of-arms ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) In fixing a price per square yard, do you include

the patching of the blue work ? You can see where these cracks were
puttied up or done by stucco-work; did you include that in your price?

A. I should; yes, sir. If I was to put on five coats, I shouldn’t do
much patching before I put on the five coats.

Q. Do you think five coats were put on this room ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you think there were three coats ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think there were more than two coats on these
walls.

Q. Do you think this house would require more than two coats to
make good work ?

A. I shouldn’t.
Q. And in case of one or two coats, you would patch up those places

first P
A. I should; yes, sir.
Q. You painters can always tell whether the walls are very badly

cracked ; would you judge the walls were any worse cracked here than
usual ?

A. I shouldn’t think they were; I think they are in very good con-
dition.

Q. Would you think two coats of varnish necessary on wood-work ?

A. I should think that two coats of paint and a heavy coat of gloss
would be about right.

Q. Suppose you had done that, how much would it be worth P
A. Forty cents a yard.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What is the ordinary profit that master-

painters make upon their workmen ?

A. Fifty cents a day up with us.
Q. You do not know what the prices are here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you call this a good job ?

A. It is a fair job.
Q. A passable job?
A. Yes, sir; a fair job.
Q. Not the best nor the worst ?

A. No, sir. There was not much sand-papering on it.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Your estimate would include sand-papering

and everything to make a first-class job of it?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) What do you estimate the cost per man of the
waste of brushes on account of losing, stealing and everything ?

A. I don’t propose to pay much for stealing.
Q. We want to make allowance for that, for this is a large building,

you know ?

A. I don’t know how much it would be.
Q. Take a large job in Springfield, where they are more honest.
A. They are not more honest in Springfield, only we look after them

pretty close.
Q. Well, what does it amount to for waste, wear and tear of tools ?

A. From five to eight cents a day, probably.
Q. From five to eight cents a day ?

A. Yes, sir; the price I have given is for a first-class job.
Q. As good as this ?

A. Better than this.

G. B. Randall—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You are a painter P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Where is your residence ?

A. In the city of Newton.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How long have you been in the business?
A. Some 26 years.
Q. You employ a good many men P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you looked over the State House ?

A. Yes, sir, some parts of the work.
Q. You are familiar with the value of painting per square yard ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What, in your judgment, would it have been worth last fall to

paint the State House with two coats of paint, as it is painted, per yard ?

A. Twenty-five cents.
Q. Twenty-five cents for two coats; how much for three coats ?

A. Thirty-five.
Q. Thirty-five. How much for three coats of paint and one coat of

gloss ?

A. Forty-five cents.
Q. And if two coats of gloss, how much ?

A. Fifty-five cents.
Q. In making this estimate, do you include the price of staging ?

A. I should include the price of staging.
Q. Would it be any less, if the staging were furnished you?
A. Yes; I should say 10 cents a yard less.
Q. Well, you say 10 cents a yard less, if the staging were furnished

you. And do you include sand-papering, and such other preparation as
is necessary to make the building ready for painting ?

A. I should include that.
Q. Puttying up the cracks, and filling the crevices, and everything

of that sort ?
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A. Yes, sir; I should include that.
Q. What is the ordinary profit, in this neighborhood, that master-

painters make upon the men per day ?

A. Fifty cents, out of town, where I live.
Q. Fifty cents, in Newton. Do you know what it is in Boston ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. What rate of profit do master-painters charge upon stock ?

A. Ten per cent.
Q. Ten per cent. ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is to say, that would be the average price?
A. I think it would be.
Q. You don’t mean to say that a profit of 10 per cent, is charged on

all stock ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Some more, and some less; but that would be a fair average ?

A. Yes, sir; a fair average.
Q. What do you consider the depreciation per day for each man, upon

tools, on a job of painting ?

A. Well, perhaps 20 cents.
Q. It would not exceed 20 cents ?

A. No, sir; I should say it would not exceed 20 cents.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) If you are allowed a commission upon your

help, and are paid for your foreman, and don’t devote your own time to
it, on such a job as this, should you expect to charge a profit?

A. No, sir.
Q. If you were paid for your own time, you wouldnot charge a profit

on your stock ?

A. No, sir; I shouldn’t charge for it.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How would it be in case you didn’t work

yourself, would you charge a profit oh that stock ?

A. I should charge ten per cent, profit.
Q. You would charge ten per cent. Are you familiar with gilding ?

A. No, sir; lam not.

George Hutchinson—Sivorn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Are you a painter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you live, where ?

A. In Worcester.
Q. Have you looked over the State House ?

A. Yes, sir, I have, a part of it.
Q. You are familiar with the price ofpainting per square yard?
A. I am, somewhat.
Q. How long have you been in the business ?

A. Thirty-six years.
Q. You employ many men?
A. Some of the time I do; quite a number.
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Q. What should you say was a fair price for painting the State House
last fall, as it is painted ? •

A. Per coat ?

Q. Say, take two coats.
A. I should say about 25 cents.
Q. And what for three coats?

A. I should add 10 cents a yard for each additional coat.
Q. Add 10 cents a yard for each additional coat. What for two coats

of paint and two coats of gloss P
A. The same for the gloss for each coat.
Q In that estimate, do you include the cost of the staging P
A. I do, for inside work.
Q. If the staging were all furnished you, subject to your order, as you

wanted it, the price would be something less, I suppose?
A. Not much. Taking this work, you find that not much of the work

required much more staging than you want to move round for the work.
In the Representatives’ Hall and Senate Chamber there is some high
work, which would require it; but most of the work wouldn’t require
much staging.

Q. But it would make some difference ?

A. It wouldn’t make much difference if I was estimating on it.
Q. Do you include sand-papering and getting ready ?

A. Yes; all ordinary preparation.
Q. What is the ordinary rate of profit for master-painters upon their

men ?

A. Well, the actual profit is pretty hard to get at. We generally
have to furnish the tools, which they don’t in all trades. It would be
from 50 to 75 cents per day.

Q. And what allowance or estimate do you make for the average
depreciation of tools in the hands of the men per day ?

A. With me it averages about 25 cents per day.
Q, For each man ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. As to the profit upon stock, where you put in your own work, do

you also charge a profit upon the stock as well as upon the men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And what is the average profit charged upon stock by painters ?

A. Not far from 10 per cent.
Q, Are you familiar with gilding ?

A. lam not an expert. Ido some gilding, but my judgmentwouldn’t
be very good in regard to it.

Q. (By Mr. Siiaw.) Mr. Hutchinson, if you are paid for your own
services, and bought the stock, and looked after it, would you expect to
charge a profit on it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In case your own time was paid for?
A. I should expect to charge something.
Q. It would make some difference, then ?
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A. Yes, sir. I put my own time in at the same price as the men, hut
I value my o\i»p time more than the men.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You have looked over this work here; what
is your opinion of it—is it well or illy done ?

A I didn’t understand that I was called upon to criticise the work
particularly, and I didn’t notice particularly about it. I took more par-
ticular notice of the way of getting at the work.

Q From your examination of it, should you say it was a first-class
job in every respect, or not ?

A. If it is all considered three-coat work, I shouldn’t consider it a
first-class job. I don’t know the number of coats.

Q. Can you tell whether it is three-coat work ?

A. Not so as I can state it positively. I can form an opinion, and I
shouldn’t think it was.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Take these walls; the building had been used
six or seven years without painting; would two coats make a fair job
of it?

A. If thoroughly painted before, it would.
Q. Would it cost more or less to paint a building if it had been pre-

viously painted, than it would one which had not been painted ?

A. It would cost less if it had been painted previously; it wouldn’t
take so much stock.

Q. What should you say would be a fair price for painting the out-
side per square yard P

A. I should reckon the outside at the same rate.
Q. You would reckon the outside at the same rate as the inside ?

A. Yes, sir.

Francis Richards—Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Where do you live ?

A. In Boston.
Q. What is your occupation ?

A. Painter and glazier.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) How long have you been in the business ?

A. Forty-two years.
Q. Do you employ many men ?

A. Sometimes considerable many, and at others not so much; an
average, perhaps, of 15 to 20, or 10 to 16,—just as it happens; and
perhaps only eight to 15. It depends on the amount of work on hand;
I calculate to keep enough to get a living.

Q. You are familiar with the price of painting?
A. I am.
Q. Have you examined the State House inside ?

A. I have given it a casual examination.
Q. You have looked it over?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What should you say was a fair price per yard to paint the State

House last fall as it is painted now ?
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A. Well, I should have been willing to have done it for 20 cents for
two coats.

Q. For three coats, how much ?

A. Twenty-eight.
Q. For three coats of paint and two coats of gloss, how much ?

A. I should say 42 for one coat of gloss; but I never put on but
one, and I don’t think I could hardly tell what the second would be,
as I should say it was useless. I should suppose that the first coat of
gloss might be called equal to a coat of paint; we always put in a little
varnish in the last coat.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You use some varnish in three coats ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That would make four coats in all ?

A. If I had put three coats of paint on before the gloss.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) In your estimate, do you include the price of

the staging P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. If the rooms were high, and the staging was furnished you, and

you didn’t have any trouble about preparing the staging for yourself,
that would reduce this estimate somewhat, would it not P

A. Well, very slightly; I shouldn’t make much difference, because it
would be needed only in one or two rooms,—the Senate Chamber and
Representatives’ Hall. We generally suppose that in a building like this,
where the ceilings are to be done, that the painters would naturally use
staging, and that would come in.

Q. And you include in this estimate the sand-papering of the walls
and all the ordinary preparation for getting the building ready ?

A. Yes, sir; all the ordinary preparation.
Q. Well, the filling of cracks, etc. ?

A. If there were any cracks to putty up, and any plastering required
patching, I should calculate to keep that up by the day till it got up to
where it was ready for the painters.

Q. What is the ordinary profit master-painters charge on their men ?

A. I get a dollar a day.
Q. And what is the ordinary profit upon the stock ?

A. Well, it would be pretty difficult to tell exactly. It would depend
upon whether the stock was weighed before it was put up and strained.
I should think, as a general thing, that painters have to get 16 to 20 per
cent, for mixing up colors, to get out of it. If the lead is weighed before
it is pul up and the loss came upon the party, the profit would be less.

Q. Are you familiar with gilding ?

A. Not much; no sir.
Q. What would have been a fair price last fall for painting the out-

side of the State House ?

A. The outside alone ? I should think I should have wanted to get
25 cents.

Q. For two coats ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q. Three coats would be, what ?
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A. I should have wanted 33.
Q. That included the staging on the outside ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Do you think three coats of paint and two coats

of varnish or gloss have been done on this work down stairs?
A. Well, I couldn’t tell how many coats there are; I should say that

one coat of gloss would make it look just as well as it is; I don’t know
thecondition of the work before it was begun.

Q. Do you think it was necessary to put three-coat work on there at
all, both of paint and gloss work ?

A. Well, I have done the work twice; but when I put two coats of
paint on, I didn’t put any gloss on.

Q. I asked the question, because I met a gentleman who said a man
must be a fool to put three coats both of paint and gloss on ?

A. I shouldn’t like to answer that.
Q. It depends upon whether he is going to get paid for it ?

A. I could only tell what I have done.
Q. You painted this house before P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When ?

A. First in 1856,when I was in partnership with Mr. Reading, and in
1860,1 think, with Morris, Sprague & Burgess. It was painted in 1850,
I think, by Vose & Butler.

Q. How did you paint it then, by the yard ?

A. By the day, except the enlargement, and that was done by con-
tract.

Q. You put on three coats P
A. On most of it.
Q. lam speaking of Representatives’ Hall ?

A. None but two, I think, from my recollection.
Q. On account of the change by the wear from 1836 down to the

present time, would it require more coats now than then ?

A. Not if kept in ordinary condition.
Q. You know what condition it was kept in ?

A. I haven’t been in here for seven years, except within six weeks.
Q. It has been kept in good shape ?

A. I have no doubt of it.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Do you think it a good plan to put on that

gloss, and show all the imperfections ?

A. I shouldn’t have advised it myself.
Q. And if you painted it again, you would have to take that all off—-

take a pot, or something, and wash it ?

A. I should put it in good condition.
Q. You wouldn’t advise to have the gloss put on ?

A. I should do everything I could to prevent it.
Q. It is so much work to get the gloss off?
A. I should think more of the looks of it.
Q. On a flat color, it would show the bruises and dinginoss ?

A. There is not so much wear.
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You speak of having painted two-coat work
on Representatives’ Hall; why did you put only two coats on ?

A. I didn’t think it needed more.
Q. If it had needed more, you would have put more on ?

A. Certainly.
Q. And if the parties desired you to put on three, you would put on

three, wouldn’t you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I wasn’t in here when you gave your direct testimony of the value

of painting; what was it worth for two-coat work ?

A. I should have been willing to do it for 20 cents a yard for two
coats.

Q. Do you know the condition of the work ?

A. I should have run my risk of that, without seeing it.
Q. If you had been doing this work, or requested to furnish the men

to do it by the day, and had furnished them and the stock, would you
charge a profit on the stock, in the absence of any agreement P

A. I think I should, in the absence of any agreement, especially if the
stock was mixed at the shop.

Q. What would have been the profit on the stock ?

A. Fifteen per cent.
Q. Now, if you had taken a contract to do it by the day, and spent

considerable time, and made an extremely nice job of it, should you think
it just the thing to be asked to take your pay by the yard P

A. I should be willing to do it.
Q. Should you think it a proper thing to do it by the day, and put

men on, and make an extremely nice job, and then be required to take
your pay by the yard ?

A. lam always willing to take my pay by the yard.
Q. No matter what the job is ?

A, If I take extra pains, I should charge an extra price per yard.
Q But you would take it at the ordinary price, after agreeing to do it

by the day ?

A. Yes, sir; on an ordinary job like this.
Q. Take the State House all the way through ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know the condition of the State House all the way through?
A, I have no doubt it was in such a condition that it would have been

safe to take it.
Q. Do you know whether it was necessary to wash the walls ?

A. Some walls may need washing, and others may need wiping, too;
I should say, from the condition of the building as I have known it before,
that it wasn’t necessary to wash it.

Q Where soda and water was used, wasn’t it necessary to wash it ?

A. I don’t think I should have made any extra charge, for it would
not be likely to be called for in this building.

Q. Not even if the walls were in such a condition as required a large
quantity of soda and water, would there not be an extra charge for that ?

60
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A. There can be conditions where there ought to be a charge made;
no question about that.

Q. But you hadn’t been here for seven years ?

A. I hadn’t.
Q. And don’t know what the condition of the walls were ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And don’t know how far away the work had shrunk ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Nor the amount of puttying required to fill up the cracks?
A. No, sir; but I can imagine justwhat was needed as well as though

I came up and looked at it; that is a part of our business.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) You answered my question, but I will ask it

now: Bo you think this is a superior, first-class job, this work in the
State House ?

A. It is a fair job, from what I have seen of it.
Q. Do you consider it a superior job ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. You answered that you could tell by looking at it ?

A. I was speaking of the natural look ofpublic buildings, and having
worked over the building before, I know about what the condition of the
walls would be, and I know they couldn’t be worse than I have seen
them.

Q. Suppose you had not been here for seven years, and it had not been
painted for seven years, and knowing how it is kept, you would be
willing to do it at the price you stated, without coming to see it?

A. I should have been willing to have gone down and closed the
bargain ?

Q. For two-coat work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You speak of taking stock to the shop to mix ;

in doing a job like this, would it be necessary to take it to the shop, or
could it have been mixed here ?

A. I should have delivered it here.
Q. That would have saved some extra cost ?

A. Yes, sir. At other times, when I have worked on the State
House, the stock was charged directly to the State, and the painters had
nothing to do with it.

Q. (By the Chairman.) When you painted it before, did you charge
a profit on the stock, or did the State buy it ?

A. The stock was charged to the State direct.
Q. You charged full time for yourself?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And a profit on your men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) That would be the ordinary way of doing such

a job P
A. That is the general way it has been done until the last two times.
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You might mix the colors at your shop even
on such a job as this ?

A. Might mix them ?

Q. Yes, sir ?

A. O, yes.
Q, (By Mr. Shaw.) It wouldn’tbe necessary P
A. It would be rather inconvenient of (he two.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Well, for a small quantity of mixed colors,

and not a large quantity of it used ?

A. I should rather have the stock right here, and bring the small
colors.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) If the amount were f 1,600, would you rather
they would be mixed here, or at the shop P

A. Mixed here.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) If you had commenced at your shop, would

you bring it up here and mix it here P
A. If I had it here, I should.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Would you be apt to send down to the shop

for mixed colors ?

A. No, sir; if I was going to do such a job as this, I should have it
all carted here in a lump.

Q. On a job of this size, would it be right to charge a commission of
a dollar a day for each man, extra ?

A. Well, I don’t think it would be out of the way. I think we did it
before, and got 75 cents; then it was different from what it is now. I
don’t think a dollar a day for the men is out of the way. I pay a man
$3 and charge f 4.

Q. If you pay a man f2.50 ?

A. I never have any.
Q. If you had a job like this, wouldn’t you be apt to put in men that

you paid §2.50 a day ?

A. I shouldn’t want to; I should send them away as soon as possible.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) If you were doing the outside of the State

House, should you think §1.60 a day profit on each man too much ?

A. I shouldn’t expect to get much more. I should charge a little
more by the yard, from the fact that we might have some dull weather,
when I couldn’t put the men on.

Q. How by the day ?

A. By the day, because the State would take the responsibility of the
dull weather.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) If you employ a large number of men, and
have some at §2.50 a day, do you charge a dollar profit on each of those
men ?

A. I shouldn’t have charged any more; but I haven’t had any men
worth less than §3 a day; I get rid of them as soon as possible.

Q. You have taken such men on a contract sometimes ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Suppose you had such a man as you pay §2.50 a day, what would

you charge for his services, §3.50 or §4 ?
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A. I don’t think I should make any variance in the price.
Q. You would charge $4, right along ?

A. If a man was not worth that, I would try to get rid of him. I
might have to pay $3 a day, and couldn't help myself; but I don’t think
I should make any difference in the price. I ought to get men at a less
price,

Q (By Mr. Churchill.) I haven’t heard your testimony. Di4you
read the testimony of Mr. Whiston, the other day?

A. I read it, but I don’t think I could repeat it.
Q. But are you satisfied that he was generally correct in his state-

ments?

A. From my recollection, I should say, yes.

Samuel Hastings—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Where do you live ?

A. In Boston.
Q. What is your occupation ?

A. Painter and glazier.
Q. How long have you been in the business ?

A. Thirty years.
Q How many men do you employ ?

A. Well, say from 10 to 50 ; it varies at different times.
Q. You are familiar with the price ofpainting last fall P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much, in your judgment,would it have been worth, last fall,

per square yard, to paint the inside of the State House as it is painted ?

A. Two coats ?

Q. Yes, sir; for two coats?
A, Twenty-six cents.
Q. How much for three coats of paint and one coat of gloss ?

A. Forty cents.
Q. And three coats of paint and two coats of gloss ?

A I never put on two coats of gloss. I never have done it.
Q, Suppose it were done ?

A. Ten cents additional.
Q About 50 cents. In that estimate, do you include the cost of the

staging ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q And all ordinary preparation necessary to get the walls ready for

painting ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Puttying up the cracks, filling up crevices and work of that sort ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. AVould it cost more or less to paint the inside of a building which

had been previously painted or one which had not been ?

A. It would cost less if painted before.
Q. It would cost less if it had been painted before ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you say you include the cost of staging ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Suppose the staging had been furnished, would the price be any

less ?

A. I shouldn’t make much difference. We have swinging stagings
and all that apparatus ready to do such jobs.

Q, What is the ordinary profit in Boston of painters on the men ?

A. I charge a dollar a day profit.
Q A dollar a day profit. In charging for stock, what is the average

per cent, of profit ?

A. About 15 per cent.
Q. What doyou estimate is the’average depreciation per man upon the

tools used ?

A. Well, from eight to 10 cents a day.
Q. From eight to 10 cents a day per man ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q What should you say it would be worth to paint the outside with

two coats ?

A. Twenty-five cents.
Q Three coats.
A. I should say 33 cents.
Q. That includes the cost of the staging for the outside, does it P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you familiar with gilding ?

A. We do some gilding, but we don’t make a general business of
gilding, although we do it.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) In doing such a job as this, if you had been
paid for your own services in getting this stock and delivering it here,
would you have considered it right to charge 15 per cent, advance on it.

A. No, sir; not on a job so large as this.
Q. Not were your own time went in ?

A. No, sir; I was talking about ordinary house-work.
Q. But on a job of this magnitude, if you spent your own time, as

foreman, in buying stock and looking after it, and employed a man to do
that, and he was paid for his services, you wouldn’t expect to charge an
advance on the stock ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You have examined the work in the State

House P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is your opinion—is it first-class in every respect ?

A. I should say it was a fair job ? ,

Q. You wouldn’t characterize it as extra nice ?

A. No, sir, I shouldn’t.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Wherein could the job be improved? in what

particulars could it be improved ?

A. The work below, that I looked at, looks very streaked. There was
a cupboard in one room, that I went into, that I shouldn’t think had more
than one coat of paint and more than one of gloss.

Q. That was in a cupboard ?
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A. It was in quite a large room down stairs.
Q. Any other room ?

A. I didn’t see any other room that looked as had as I thought that
was.

Q. Well, in one room there was a cupboard that seemed to have one
coat of paint and one coat of gloss ?

A. It had that appearance.
Q. Was it bad work for one-coat work ?

A. Well, I don’t know as it was one-coat work.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You consider it very bad judgment to put

one-coat work there ?

A. I should say so.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) If you had been ordered to put one-coat

work there, what would you have done P
A. I should have put on one coat of paint.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) If left to your discretion, you would put

more ?

A. If I had been going to do one coat of paint, I should have done
one coat of paint, instead of attempting to varnish it, as it is.

Q. And if left to your discretion about painting it in a workmanlike
manner, how many coats would you have put on ?

A. Two coats.

Wm. P. Dean—Sworn.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know anything about where the
old steam-pipes and old iron went during the repairs on the State House P

A. The old steam-pipes ?

Q. Were there any left in State House?
A. When do you have reference to ?

Q. During the repairs on the State House.'
A. The last repairs ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I expect it is down cellar.
Q. Was there any sold?
A. Steam-pipe ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Not that I know of.
Q. None delivered from the State House ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q. Was there not a hundred dollars received for some pipes ?

A. No, sir.
Q. By any one connected with the fireman’s department ?

A. Do you mean within a year, or two years ?

Q. I mean since the repairs on the State House commenced.
A. The last repairs or the first repairs P
Q. The last repairs.
A. No, sir.
Q. Was there any during the first repairs, four or five years ago ?

A. Yes, sir; some.
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Q. Was there f100 received ?

A. I have forgotten how much; I cannot tell how much.
Q. To whom was that paid P
A. To the sergeant-at-arms.
Q. To Mr. Morissey ?

A. Yes, sir; it was paid to me in the first place, and I gave it to him.
Q, You don’t know whether it went into the treasurer’s office ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know.
Q. Do you think the amount would be f 100 ?

A. I should think it might be near that.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) When was it paid to Mr. Morissey ?

A. As soon as I received it.
Q. Five or six years ago ?

A. I can’t say how long ago it was; it was some time ago.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Can you give the year ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was it in ’67, ’8 or ’9 ? The repairs were made in 1867 or ’B.
A. It was some time after that.
Q. It may have been in that vicinity ?

A. I think it must have been in that vicinity.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Have you received anything for steam-pipe

since these last repairs ?

A. No, sir.

J. N. Tolman—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Tolman, in addition to your testimony

the other day, can you give any information as to whether other things
were packed up in the State House and marked “Plymouth ” besides the
chairs ?

A. Not as I know of, sir.
Q. Were there any old chairs, or new chairs, or chairs which had

been partially used, packed up in the State House, and marked
“ Plymouth ” ?

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.

[Adjourned till to-morrow at 10 a. m.]
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FIFTEENTH HEAKING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Thursday, April 29, 1875.

Charles A. Morss—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State your name and business.
A. Charles A. Morss, of the firm of Morss & Whyte.
Q. Is this a bill of articles which you furnished the State ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. By whom were they ordered ?

A. The circumstances were that there was a messenger came into the
shop and said Mr. Wiley wanted some one to go up and see about a job
of work, and we sent a man up who attends to the details of that kind
of work, and he came up, and took the dimensions of the work and put
it up.

Q. As to the prices, are they the same as you charged ?

A. Yes, sir; that is the printed price that we should charge everybody.
Q. The printed price is what you would charge everybody, the same

as you have charged the Commonwealth ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Is that a bill of the stuff that you furnished Messrs. Hicks &

Badger ?

A. Yes,sir; I suppose it was.
Q. And that is the regular price you would charge everybody, is it ?

A. Yes sir, I presume it is; I don’t see anything different; I haven’t
the price-list here, and not knowing that this question would come up, I
didn’t investigate it at all.

Q. Have you any reason to suppose it is different from your usual
price charged, or that Hicks & Badger paid any more than the usual
price ?

A. There is no more; it is different; it is customary, when one me-
chanic orders for another party, to get a small discount.

Q. Did you know where this stuff was designed to go ?

A. Personally, I didn’t; and never saw the place.
Q. At any rate, you knew it was to be about here P
A. Personally, I knew it went over windows, etc., and— *

Q. But when you furnished the material to Hicks & Badger, did you
know it was to go on the State House ?

A. Undoubtedly, for we sent a man to put it up.
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Q. I suppose, ifyou had furnished this to the Commonwealth yourself,
you wouldn’t have charged any higher price directly P

A. No, sir.
Q. So that, if Hicks & Badger furnished it to the Commonwealth at

an advance, and you charged a profit, that was two profits that the Com-
monwealth had to pay for ?

A. No, I don’t see it in that way at all; I suppose that, on general
principles, Hicks & Badger were entitled to a small percentage, as they
might have bought this work for a poor customer.

Q. Then, if you made a profit, and Hicks & Badger sold it to the
State at a profit, that was two profits on the articles ?

A. Well, there are two prices to everything, almost. There is a certain
commission. If Ido a job, I expect to charge a small advance on what I
pay-

Q. lam not speaking of that. lam speaking of the fact that undoubt-
edly there was a profit made by you, and a profit made by Hicks &

Badger ?

A. Yes; but it don’t follow that the usual profit would make more
than the usual price.

Q. That is what I am coming at. Did you furnish those articles at
anything less than the usual profit?

A. I didn’t make the trade with Hicks & Badger personally; I didn’t
talk with them, and didn’t make the price, but I should judge—

Q. Who does know ?

A. I have a foreman who is competent to make prices, and he goes
out and takes work, and makes the prices.

Q. Can’t you tell, by reference to your price-list, whether you furnished
this stuff to Hicks and Badger at the regular price ?

A. Yes, sir; I should say that the price per foot would be more than
that on the printed list; but there are so many measures and kinds and
weights and different prices, that I shouldn’t wish to say.

Q. Would you have been willing to furnish it to the Commonwealth
at the same price ?

A. I would have furnished the labor at the same price,
Q. Wouldn’t you have furnished the materials at the same price, if

they had come to you and said they wanted it ?

A. Yes, sir; I suppose, perhaps, we should.

Tiiaxtek Tolman —Sworn.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Your name and residence ?

A. Thaxter Tolman, and I live at 8 Grenville Place.
Q. What is your occupation ?

A. Painter and glazier.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you work on the post-office and State

House ?

A. I worked on both the post-office and State House.
Q. Give me the dates, as near as you can, when you worked on the

State House.
61
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A. I cannot give you all the dates, though I can give pretty near the
time when I first came here, which was the last of August or first of
September.

Q. How long did you work here ?

A. I worked here, I guess, about five weeks on a stretch ; that is, at one
time.

Q. Were you sent from here to any other place except the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where?

A. I was taken from here and sent to do a job at Grantville, at a Mr.
Torrey’s, I believe; we had a job there, and I worked there over a month.

Q. That month didn’t come out of the five weeks here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know about what time you left the State House ?

A. I was here the last day, when it was done, and packed up the team,
and loaded up the wagon and carted the things down to the shop.

Q. How did you sign your pay-rolls with Mr. Flood for your money ?

A. On Saturday evening ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. We didn’t sign at all.
Q. You didn’t sign at all ?

A, No, sir.
Q. Why ?

A. I did not suppose there was any occasion; I didn’t know that they
ever signed for a week’s pay in any other place.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State how you were paid, and where.
A. I was paid at the office every Saturday evening, I think; but on

two occasions, when Mr. Flood was called away, I came up here and
got it.

Q. When paid by Mr. Flood, he made an entry of the payments in a
book ?

A. Yes, sir; that was all.
Q. How large a book was it ?

A. About as long as that book, and not so wide, I think. [Refer-
ring to the account book of Mr. Flood, which was on the table ]

Q. When he paid you, he wrote each man’s name down on something
like that ?

A. As he paid us, he wrote each man’s name down, and the amount he
paid us.

Q. Was that so with all the men P
A. Yes, sir, I suppose so ; it is the way he paid me.
Q. Were the other men paid in the same way ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you sent from the State House to the post-office ?

A. Well, I was sent there ; yes, sir. I was not taken off the job at the
State House; I used to have to report to the shop every morning, and if
he had no other work for me to do, he sent me either to the State House
or the post-office, and I made the day there.

Q. You never made a half-day ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Were you sometimes transferred from the State House to the post-

oflice, and sometimes from the post-offlce to the State House ?

A. I don’t recollect getting transferred from the post-offlce to the
State House, though I might have been transferred; I generally went to
the shop in the morning, for there might be another job on hand.

Q. When you were paid off, no statement was made by you whether
you had been at work on the State House or post-offlce ?

A. It is a general rule in the shop to put the stock and the place
where we were at work on the slate.

Q, I mean, when you were paid off, was any question asked by Mr.
Flood, or any one else, whether you had worked at the State House or
post-office ?

A, No, sir; he would ask the number of days, and I would tell him.
Q. No distinctionwas made as to where you had been at work ?

A. No, sir.
Q. So far as you know, was there any stock transferred to the State

House from the post-offlce, or from the State House to the post-offlce ?

Mr. Doherty. How far is that material ? Suppose it was ?

Mr. Colburn I think it is material; Mr. Flood says it was brought
over here from his shop. [To Witness ] Was there any stock taken
from the post-office to the State House P

A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. Or from the State House to the post-office ?

A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. You never did?
A. No, sir; I never did.
Q. What wages did you get when you worked here P
A. I worked by the year.
Q. How much did you get ?

A. Two dollars and half a day by the year, work or no work.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Was there any considerable quantity of

stock carried away when the job was completed ?

A. I can’t think of any considerable quantity of stock.
Q. Was any account taken of it when it was taken away?
A. I couldn’t say; the foreman had charge of it.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) When you were employed here, what rooms

did you work in ?

A. I chiefly put in some glass, and did some painting.
Q. Do you know where the Tax Commissioner’s room is ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Did you work there ?

A I did, sir.
Q. When did you work there ?

A. I think it was about the middle of July, or about the first of
August, before the large job was commenced.

Q. How late did you continue to work there ?

A. I got through there in about a week, and then commenced glazing
on the State House.
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Q. How many men worked in there ?

A. If ray recollection tells me, I think about four, and I believe that
at one time there were live.

Q. Do you know the names of those men ?

A. Yes; I think I do.
Q. What are they ?

A. One is named Michael Gill, another Harry Barrett, and another
Baldwin, besides myself.

Q. Anybody else ?

A, I don’t know ; I couldn’t say now.
Q. Did all those men subsequently work here in other parts of the

State House ?

A. I think only Mr. Barrett, Mr. Baldwin and myself.
Q. So that three of the number worked here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Are you working for Mr. Flood now ?

A No, sir, I am not; I haven’t been since the first of April—this
month; my time was up then.

Q. Did you have any trouble about the paying of bills P
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know anything about any paper, or have you been asked

to sign any paper P
A. No ; I signed—what do you mean by a paper to sign ?

Q. Have you been asked to sign any paper by Mr. Flood ?

A. I was asked to sign the pay-roll.
Q. You said you never signed any pay-roll ?

A. I never did on Saturday; I signed a pay-roll at the post-office,and
that is what I am talking about.

Q. Are you willing to tell me how many copies there were of the pay-
roll that you signed at the post-office ?

A. I couldn’t tell you, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Didn’t I understand you to say you got your

pay at the shop ?

A. I got it at the shop except on two or three occasions, when he was
away.

Q. Well, where did you sign the pay-roll ?

A. For what I got on Saturday ?

Q. Yes; where did you signlit?
A. I don’t seem to understand.
Q. Where did you sign the post-office pay-roll ?

A. At the office.
Q. At the post-office ?

A. No, sir; at Mr. Flood’s office.
Q. I understood you to say you didn’t sign any ?

A. I didn’t sign any when I worked here. I didn’t think this post-
office matter was coming up here.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) But didn’t the pay-roll signed at the post-
office include the pay at the State HouSe ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
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Q. Why?
A. Because I didn’t look over it.
Q. But you signed for your pay P
A. I signed it for the work at the post-ofiice.
Q. How did you get your pay ?

A. I was paid every week.
Q. Without any reference to your pay, you signed the roll ?

A. I signed the roll for every day I worked on the post-ofiice.
Q. But you didn’t sign the pay-roll for anything done on the State

House ?

A. No, sir; never.
Q. Do you know why that was ?

A. I don’t know. I have been working for him three years, and
received my pay on Saturday nights. When I signed for work at the
post-ofiice I did it for accommodation.

Q. Why was the work done at the post-office signed for, and not that
at the State House ?

A. I don’t think any man carrying on business compels men to sign
the pay-roll.

Mr. Doherty. I think the Committee probably understand that the
pay-roll at the post-office was kept by a government officer, and every
man who worked there signed it.

Mr. Churchill, But it is testified that he signed at the shop.
Mr Doherty. That is the government pay-roll.
Mr. Peirce He hasn’t given an answer.
Mr. Doherty I don’t think it is material to this examination.
The Chairman. I think it is material to this question.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) 1 should like to know how many men signed

their names when receiving pay P
A. I said I don’t know.
Q. When you received your pay on Saturday nights, how many times

do you suppose you signed the post-office department pay-roll ?

A. Well, I signed it for every day I worked down there; I don’t know
how many days I worked there.

Q. Did you sign more than once at a time ?

A. Yes, sir; I signed it twice, one of which I supposed was to send
on to Washington, and the other to keep here.

Q. Do you know from your own knowledge that they were govern-
ment pay-rolls ?

A. I should think they were.
Q. Could you swear to it ?

A. I couldn’t; I know the men worked there.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Were the men present at the same time?

How can you distinguish between the men who worked on the Stale
House and those who worked at the post-office? How do you know that
the men who worked on the State House didn’t sign that pay-roll ?

A. I don’t know that they didn’t; because there might be some men
who worked at the post-office when they were not working somewhere
else.
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Q. Then you had no way, and don’t know anything about any plan
by which you could distinguish the difference between the paying of
those who worked on the State House and at the post-office P

Mr. Doherty. What difference would it make whether he could or
uot ?

Mr. Churchill,. I asked him the question, did he know of any differ-
ence between the way of signing ?

Mr. Doherty. I should like the instruction of the Chairman on these
post-office matters.

The Chairman. He can answer the question.
Mr. Peirce. I think this Committee should have the privilege of ask-

ing questions in reference to this subject without interruption.
Mr. Doherty. That is all right.
Witness. If the question is put properly, I can understand it. Perhaps

somebody else could put it better than he can.
Mr. McNutt. Let me put it. Do you know how—
Mr. Churchill. 1 suppose a great many men could put the question

better, and I have no doubt a great many people would be glad if I should
not ask some questions; and some would not ask them in the way I did.
But that doesn’t trouble me at all. lam willing to let them go in with
the evidence. [To the Witness.] If you choose to come here and insult
members of the Committee, in that way, it makes no difference; I want
to ask my question just as I put it,—whether Mr. Flood, or his counsel, or
anybody else in the Commonwealth, objects or not. I now repeat it:
Do you know any way by which you can distinguish, by the way the men
signed the pay-rolls, whether it was for the post-office or the State House ?

It is a plain question, that can be answered by any one who has sense or
brains.

Witness. I know by myself.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Have you any means of distinguishing be-

tween the way the men signed the pay-roll for work on the State House
and on the post-office ?

A. I don’t know as I have got any means at all. I suppose that the
men who worked at the post-office signed their names, and I know a

good many of the men.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You suppose they signed ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you don’t know that they did it any differently?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Mr. Peirce. Now, ask him, Mr. Chairman, what he signed from his

own personal knowledge.
Q. (By the Chairman.) What did you sign when you got your pay ?

A. At the office ?

Q. Yes, sir; at the office.
A. I signed the pay-roll for the amount of work ; sometimes it would

vary; sometimes more, and sometimes less.
Q. Mr. Flood had no means of knowing whether the work was

divided, that is, a part on the State House and part on the post-office ?

A. I don’t know, lam sure.
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Q. But you suppose so ?

A. Yes, sir; I suppose so, when a man is carrying on business.
Q. And he made no inquiry ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Didn’t you receive your money in a sealed

envelope at the post-office, when you were paid ?

A. No, sir; I don't think I hardly ever did.
Q. Will you say you didn’t receive your pay at the post-office when

your work was over P
A. There were some months when 1 didn’t receive it.
Q. Was there any time when you did ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You just testified that you received your pay at the shop.
A. I said when I worked on the State House; when I got my pay for

the work at Grantville, and when I worked at the State House, it was
just the same.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) In other words, Mr. Flood paid you a salary
per year, and you drew it from the government, and paid it to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) But did you receive the money at the post-

office in an envelope ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) When you got the money in an envelope at

the post-office, was every payment made to you by the government pay-
master ?

A. Not all the time.
Q. Nearly every time ?

A. Except once or twice, I believe.
Q. Now, about this matter of paying at the office; on Saturday nights

you received the money from Mr. Flood, and signed nothing there P
A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. Did you sign the papers monthly ?

A. I signed every month.
Q. The monthly pay-rolls at the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You signed those in duplicate ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And there was nothing signed by you every Saturday ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did I misunderstand you in thinking you

stated that you signed the pay-rolls at Mr. Flood’s office ?

A. I signed them at the shop.
Q. Not at the post-office ?

A. I signed at his office.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) They generally sent the government pay-

rolls to Mr. Flood's office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the money received in an envelope you carried to Mr, Flood ?

A. I handed it over to Mr. Flood.
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Q. And he paid over your regular salary ?

A. I made a contract to work for so much a day for a year.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) When you worked on the State House, who

took charge of the time here ?

A. Mr. McDonald, I suppose.
Q. And you received pay at so much a week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whether you worked or not ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Something was said about the number who

worked in the Tax Commissioner’s room; do you know about the number
of men who worked on the State House painting ?

A. I should think between twenty and thirty while I was at work
here ; I don’t know exactly.

Mr. Doherty. I want to say here that I didn’t intend to cut anything
out which affects the State House repairs. lam willing the investigation
should have the largest liberty in that respect; but I think nothing else
should be admitted.

The Chairman. You understand that it is not best for you to object
to questions that are asked by the Committee. You can advise a witness
to answer or not, just as he pleases.

Mr. Doherty. I would rather not interfere with the witness, pre-
ferring to make any objections to the Committee. But it seems to me
that the inquiry should be kept within the limits of the investigation.

Peter Becker—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colborn.) Where do you live ?

A. At 686 Washington Street.
Q. And your business P
A, Polisher.
Q. Were you at work upon the State House P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give the dates ?

A. 1 went to work on the 23d of September.
Q. And how long did you work ?

A. I worked up to the 12th of October.
Q. From the 23d of September to the 12th of October ?

A. Y res, sir.
Q. Did you do anything else besides polishing?
A. No, sir.
Q. About what wages did you receive ?

A. Three dollars a day.
Q And where were you paid ?

A. At Mr. Flood’s office.
Q. And did he have a book at the time he paid you, and make an

entry upon it ?

A 1 don’t swear to it.
Q. What is the best of your recollection about it?
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A. I think he did have a small account-book, or something of the
kind.

Q. How large a book ?

A. I couldn’t tell you.
Q. You think he had something ?

A. Yes, sir; he had something that he took it down in.
Q. You signed no receipts ?

A. No, sir.
Q. About the other polishers; were any of them employed longer

than you ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Merritt was employed a longer time than I was.
Q. How many were employed P
A. Mr. Merritt and myself were the only polishers employed between

those two dates.
Q, Do you know of any other polishers employed at the State House

besides yourself and Mr. Merritt ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who ?

A. Mr. Fitzgerald was one.
Q. Who else ?

A. A fellow named Rourke.
Senator Yerrt. Does he say no others were employed between those

dates besides Merritt and himself?
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; between these dates.
Senator Verrt. What were the dates ?

Mr. Colburn. From the 23d of September to the 12th of October.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did these other men work before or after

that time ?

A. Most of them I know got to work after I got through : Fitzgerald
and Rourke—l think his name is Rourke, though I don’t know the gen-
tleman.

Q. You worked here from the 23d of September to October 12,
every day P

A Every day, full time.
Q. Did you go back after that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And worked none before that ?

A. No, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Churchill.) Didn’t you come up here to relieve Mr.

Merritt ?

A. To relieve him ? no, sir.
Q Yes, sir; or after he went away from here, didn’t you come up

here to relieve him, about the same date ?

A. No, sir; I didn’t come up here to relieve Merritt.
Q. Didn’t you come up here in his place ?

A. No, sir; he was working here with me.
Q. I understood from the testimony that Merritt was called away from

here, and that you came up here to relieve him ?

A. No, sir.
62
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Merritt worked all the time that you did,
did he ?

A. Yes, sir.
[No cross-examination.]
The Chairman. Is Mr. Merritt present ?

Mr. Merritt. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Will you come forward to be sworn?
Mr. Merritt. No, sir; I was not summoned to come up here.

Daniel A Twigg—Sworn
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State your full name, and residence, and

business ? '

A. Daniel A. Twigg, 27 Lyman Street.
Q. Your name is Daniel A. Twigg, and you reside at 27 Lyman

Street, and your business is ?

A. Polisher.
Q. Were you employed here at the State House ?

A. I was, for a few days.
Q. What dates ?

A. Twenty-eighth November and 30th. I came from the post-office
here. During the time there was an inspection of the post-office, I was
sent to the State House.

Q. How many days did you work here ?

A. I worked two days, and then Mr. Flood came to me and told me to
return to the post-office.

Q. Worked two days; what dates were those ?

A. November 28th and 30th.
Q. Who else worked here at polishing at that time ?

A. Joseph Merritt; he was the first one that was sent here from the
post-office; he remained all the time to the finishing up of it.

Q. Who else ?

A. Fitzgerald; Becker was here for a while; Farrell was here for a
while, and Cummings was here for two days or a day and a half.

Q, All these worked at polishing ?

A. Yes, sir; all these worked at polishing, and Becker too,

Q. The one who has just testified?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, Were those the only two days that you worked at the State House

at any time ?

A. Those were the only two days I worked at the State House; yes,
sir ?

Q. And what were you paid ?

A. Three dollars a day.
Q. And the week that you were paid off—the week in November that

you worked here—where were you paid ?

A. The very Saturday I came here I was paid at the State House; I
came to work on the State House and it being the 28th of November,
Saturday, I happened to get paid at the State House in one of the rooms

down stairs.
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Q. Were you paid for the whole week ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you had only worked one day here at that time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. By whom were you paid P
A. Mr. Flood, he paid me for the whole week, and I asked him why

he didn’t pay me for Thanksgiving Day, and he told me the government
didn’t pay him for that, and that was why I didn’t get it.

Q. But you were paid for the whole week here, when you had only
worked one day ?

A. Yes, sir; he paid me f 15.
Q. Did you sign any pay-roll or receipt at that time P
A. No, sir; I never signed anything on Saturday nights. I signed

once a month; I say once a month—sometimes it may have been over a
month when we signed at the post-office; it has been on several occasions.

Q. But at this time, when you were paid, you signed nothing ?

A. No, sir; I signed nothing. He always had a large book in which
he put down the men’s names on one side and the amounts opposite.

Q. As large a book as that which Mr. Terry has here? [Meaning
Flood’s transcript.]

A. Pretty nearly as large; the same length, but not quite so wide.
Q. And whenever you were paid on Saturday nights, he would put

your name down on that book ?

A. Yes, sir; I always took notice of it, and the amount paid.
Q (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you bring up any stock and brushes

from the post-office ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. You did; when?
A. Saturday morning, when I was sent up by Mr. Maguire; he said

Mr. Flood wanted to see me on Saturday morning, and I went to his office
and said, “ You wanted to see me,” and ho said, “ Yes, where are your
tools ? ” I said, “ I haven’t got any ”; he said, “Go and get them,” and I
said, “Where,” and he replied, “At the post-office,” and I went imme-
diately to the post-office and got them and some brushes, and brought
them to the State House.

Q. You don’t know whether any credit was given to the United States
government for that, do you ?

A. Not that I know of, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Do you know of any other time when stock

was sent from the post-office to the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; I have seen polishers and finishers come down and get
stock at times.

Q. Did you ever know of stock being sent from the State House down
to the post-office ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. (By Mr, Churchill.) Were you paid for work done on the State

House at the post-office ?

A. 1 don’t know ; 1 was paid five days—Thanksgiving Day being left
out—one week in November.
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Q. Had you been paid for a week’s work at the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; with the exception of Thanksgiving Day.
Mr. Yerry. Does he say he was paid at the post-office?
Mr. Churchill. Yes, sir; that was the question.
Witness. I was paid at the State House for one week; I worked at

the post-office live days, and one day here, and made the full week,
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) You were paid here for one week, then ?

A. Yes, sir; I could not say I was paid for a week’s work at the
post-office, but I was paid for that week.

Q. That is what I wanted to get at. Did you ever sign a pay-roll at
the State House?

A. No, sir; never signed a pay-roll for the State House, but for the
United States.

Q. Do you remember the date when that week’s pay was paid you ?

A. Yes, sir; the 28th of November. I believe Thanksgiving Day
came on Thursday, the 26th, and on Saturday was paid for live days
work.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you recollect where your work was the
two days you were here,—in what room ?

A. Yes, sir; I don’t know the name of the room ; I know the room.
Q. What floor was it on ?

A. It was going into the lobby of the House of Representatives,—the
room leading into it.

Q. (By Mr. I’eirce ) In regard to this matter ofpolishing. I would
like to know how far you went into it. Did you scrape and clean thor-
oughly before you polished, or did you merely clean up and polish,—or
what ?

A. I didn’t. In some cases there was sand-paper and oil used, but, as
a general thing, we called it “ cleaning up.” There were several new
pieces of work, I understood from Merritt,—such as the bookcases.

Q. Then there was very little scraping to be done, apparently ?

A. I could not say myself; 1 hadn’t worked here long enough.
Q. But, while you were here ?

A. I did a little “ragging up,” as we call it,—shining up old work.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Should you think there were 203 days’

work done, from your knowledge of what was done at the State House
on the polishing?

A. No, sir, I don’t think there was; it could be easily figured up from
the men who worked here, taking their lime and the days.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Can you judge from looking at a piece of
furniture, how long it would take to polish it, and the value of the stock
that would be necessary to do it with ?

A. I can, in regard to polishing, give an estimate of it.
Q, Have you been used to that sort of work ?

A. Have been at work four or five years.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How long would it take you to go over

the State House and form an estimate, or get some general idea, of how
much time it would take to do what polishing has been done ?
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A. Well, I can estimate it and do it, and I would like to get the oppor-
tunity of doing it

Q. Well, how long would it take you ?

A. I could do it in 100 days; in 150 days at the most.
Q. You are ready to give your answer now, then, how long it would

take. I mean, how long it would take to make up your estimate. How
long would it take you to go through the State House and see the amount
of polishing that was done, and then give your answer as to how long it
would take to do all the polishing that was done ; the time and the stock?

A. I don’t think the stock was much.
Q, Well, if you were sent round the State House now, how much

time to-day would it take you to make up your mind as to the price and
the time ?

A. It would take me a day to go through from room to room; prob-
ably more; probably two days; it is a pretty large building.

Q. Don’t you think you could go through the State House now, and
give some general idea of how long it would take to do what polishing
has been done ?

A. Most likely I could.
Q, How long have you been a polisher, Mr. Twigg ?

A. From four to five years.
Q. Have you worked at polishing for painters or furniture-dealers ?

A. No, sir; never worked for a painter before; worked for the firm
of Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, on Cornhill.

Q. You worked four or five years for them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q (By Mr. Paul,) Did you work for them by piece-work or by the

day ?

A. By the day, sir; year in and year out.
Q. What has your experience been by measuring ?

A. Never measured, sir.
Q. Well, you have some way to get at it ?

A, Just merely by the eye; of course, for new work, we have a very
different way; of course, “cleaning up,” such as this desk is, we know
very quick.

Q. You have had sufficient experience to be able to take any work
and tell what it cost to do it ?

A. In whatever grade they would want to have it done, new work and
on shellac, and on finishing.

Q. lam speaking in the way this is done; you can give a pretty accu-
rate estimate?

A. Pretty near; I would not give a positive judgment,
Mr, Churchill. I move that Mr. Twigg bo sent round with Mr.

Tucker and examine all the polishing done at the State House, and
report here at this morning’s session as to what are his ideas as to the
price which would bo a proper price to pay therefor.

Witness. I move that Mr. Merritt and some other polishers come with
me.

Q. (By Mr. Yebky.) Could you tell, Mr. Twigg, by looking at this
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desk, how much it ought to cost to clean it up without knowing how
dirty it was to start with P

A. No, sir; I would want to look at it.
Q. You would want to know the condition ?

A. I would want to know the condition.
Q. Before you fixed your terms ?

A. Yes, sir
Q. This is my question, exactly: whether an examination of this desk

before us hero, in its present condition, would give you an idea of how
much it ought to have cost to have cleaned it, in the condition it was
before it was touched ?

A. Merely the cleaning up of it?
Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir; I could.
Q. Then how would you tell ?

A. How would I tell P Well, by looking at it, as I said before.
Q. Well, you look at it now, and you see the size of it ?

A Yes, sir.
Q. And the shape of it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, would it make no difference in the cost of cleaning it,

whether it was very dirty, or whether it was very clean, when you
started ?

A. O, yes; a little mite more.
Q Well, would it make any appreciable difference ?

A. Not to any great extent.
Q. It would not make any appreciable difference ?

A. No, sir; a trifle more, and that is about all.
Q. So that, you think, no matter what the condition the furniture was

in when it was begun, you could form a reasonably accurate judgment of
the cost of putting it into the condition it is now ?

A I could, if the desk was not overloaded with ink-spots.
Q. Well, suppose it was overloaded with ink-spots ?

A. Well, it would take a little time to scrape those off.
Q Well, that is my question exactly,—whether your judgmentwould

be good for anything, if you don't know whether the desk was all covered
with ink-spots ?

A. I should know whether it was by looking at it.
Q. Well, perhaps so ; I don’t know whether you could or not; that is

precisely what I want to know, whether you could estimate and examine
all this furniture, not knowing the condition in which it was found, and
give a judgment of what it ought to have cost to put it into the condition
it is in now P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say you can ?

A. Yes, sir; lean.
Q. No matter whether it was covered with ink-spots or not?
A. No matter whether it was covered with ink spots or not.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How long have you worked at the business ?
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A. Between four and five years.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What did you do before that time, Mr. Twigg,

—painting, or anything connected with this business ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul ) You worked at this business entirely—polishing ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Paul. Now, I wish to say here, with regard to the expert business,

that if, for doing the simple work of polishing, five years’ experience is
not sufficient for a man to be an expert in the bare work of polishing,
then a man must be a very poor scholar.

Mr. Churchill. That is what I say.
Mr. Colburn. The point I understand Mr. Terry to make is that no

man can tell, seeing what condition the furniture is in now, what it was
in before it was “ cleaned up.”

Mr. Paul. We have to approximate all these things. If we are asked
to do a piece of work which a fire has burned down, we cannot see what
it was before, but we have to imagine what it will cost to put it in proper
shape. Of course, we cannot see the thing as it was originally, but we
can imagine whether or not the class of people who have been in the
State House during the past 15 years, have sat here with the benches in
a certain condition.

Mr. Peirce. On the same ground which we can throw out all our
experts of painting.

Mr. Paul. Exactly, sir; just in the same condition in which this
building was, we could not see the cracks before they were stopped up.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. You say you have worked at this business four or five years, Mr.
Twigg.

A. Yes, sir.
Q What was your business before you became a polisher ?

A. Well, I served in the army; worked for my father a good deal;
have worked in New York.

Q. At what business ?

A. Furniture business—hotels.
Q. Where did you learn the trade of furniture business ?

A. Well, I worked for Lawrence, Wilde & Hull at first; left there in
about six weeks and took charge of Mr. Boring’s wholesale room, at the
corner of Washington and Bromfield Streets, and returned back [o Law-
rence, Wilde & Hull, and remained there until I went to the post-office,
where I stayed until I was taken ill; was very sorry for my going there
at the time.

Q. The new post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, before you went to work for Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, where

did you work ?

A. There is no necessity for asking that question, I think.
Q. Well, I ask the question ?

The Chairman, It is a proper question.
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A, Well, I worked for my father a great deal.
Q. Where ?

A. In North Street, in the coal business.
Q. Did you work at any other place before that time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You say you worked at the furniture business; did you learn that

business ?

A. I was a pretty good hand at it; in trades there is always some-
thing to learn.

Q. Well, where did you learn it ?

A. At Lawrence, Wilde & Hull’s; it is five years ago since I first
worked with them.

Q. Well, before you went to them, did you work at the furniture busi-
ness P

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. You learned the business of them ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. How old were you then ?

A. Well, 22 or 23 years old.
Q. You are 27 now ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What had you worked at before that,—that was my question,—

before you went into the furniture business ?

A. Well, I worked serving my time on marble-work; I was sick for
two years, with rheumatics, previous to that, and I was not able to do
anything.

Q. You were in the army a while, you say P
A. I was, sir.
Q. Now, about this matter of polishing; you say it will take from 100

to 150 days to do this in the State House ?

A. Yes, sir; that is, it may, according to the time they did it in; that
is what I judge by.

Q. You don’t know just exactly what there was to do ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You don’t know just exactly what there was done ?

A. No; nothing more than what I have heard from parties who
worked here.

Q. Well, not knowing, from your own knowledge what was done, you
cannot tpll how long it would take to do it?

A. Give an idea.
Q. Give an idea, if you didn’t know how long it would take to do it?
A. Yes, sir; “ cleaning up ” furniture like this.
Q Give an idea; how ?

A, Yes, sir; by what I saw in the paper.
Q Well, you say you don’t know what was done ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, you said you didn’t know, just now ?

A. Well, I correct that statement, if I did ; partially know.
Q. Well, you don’t know all that was done ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. It is only guess-work ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You are not working for Mr. Flood now ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You have had some talk with the judges, have you not?
A. No, sir.
Q. With anybody sitting here as a judge P
A. No, sir.
Q, And you have not said anything to them?
A. No, sir.
Q. Not one word?
A. No, sir.
Q. In regard to your testimony, or anything else ?

A. No, sir; not in regard to my testimony, or anything else.
Q (By Mr Shaw.) I suppose you base your opinion on about the

condition that such furniture would be in ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is the way you make your basis ?

A. Yes, sir. I tried to speak to Mr. Churchill, but he would not heed
me. I tried to speak to him when he was asking Merritt, and I had an
opportunity of speaking to him.

Q (By Mr. Doherty.) Well, you said something to him ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, you made a remark to him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You said something ?

A. I said something about Mr. Merritt, and said “Merritt,” and he
didn’t heed me at all, and we had no conversation.

Q. Then you were prepared to give him some information about
other matters ?

A. No, sir; not about other matters.
Q. Well, in relation to some things ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, about Mr. Merritt?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, in relation to this polishing?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You rather desired to give him some information ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, why did you ?

A. Because I desire justice done.
Q. You desire justice done ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, then, you did desire to give some information?
A. Yes, sir; lam giving it now.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Is there any information you would desire

to give to the Committee about Mr. Merritt ?

A. No, sir; he can speak for himself.
63
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Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Was the information that you wished to give,
that Merritt knew more about this work than you did ?

A. Yes, sir; he does know more about it than anybody, because he
was the first man sent from the post-office here, and the last man who
left when it was finished.

Mr. Churchill. The remark was made to me, and I didn’t heed it,
as the witness said.

A. Yes, sir; I told the truth.
The Chairman. The motion is before the Committee that Mr. Twigg

go around the State House.
Witness. Mr. Merritt is better informed than lam in regard to it; he

knows every room.
Mr. Churchill. I will just let my motion lay on the table for a few

moments.
The Chairman. Mr. Merritt.

Joseph Merritt—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) State your full name.
A. Joseph Merritt, sir.
Q. And where do you live ?

A. No. 3 Fort Avenue, Ward Tdn.
Q. And what is your business P
A. A finisher in the furniture business.
Q. Finisher in the furniture business P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And were you employed here upon the State House last fall ?

A I was, sir.
Q. At what time did you begin ?

A. The 14th of September, I believe.
Q. The 14th of September?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And how long did you work here ?

A. I worked here all the time, except two days and a half, up to the
last of December.

Q. The two days and a half you didn’t work here, where did you
work ?

A. Two days at the post-office, and on the other half-day I was off
myself at a funeral.

Q. What were you employed on here ?

A. “Cleaning up ” furniture.
Q. Anything else ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How many men worked with you?
A. About five, besides myself; that is, as near as I can get to it; five

or six.
Q. But these five or six didn’t work all the time?

A. No, sir; Twigg worked a day and a half; Cummings one day;
another man worked three weeks; another man worked longer; another
man worked a month, and so on.
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Q. Did you have the general charge of the polishing?
A. No, sir; I asked Mr. McDonald who was going to take it, and he

said he was, and he kept the time.
Q. And you worked all the time ?

A. Yes, sir; excepting two days and a half.
Q, And you knew all the men who did work?
A. Yes, sir; all but one who lives over in Charlestown; he only

worked half a day, I think ; he went over to Mr. Wiley’s house.
Q. Can you tell the number of days’ work that were employed in

polishing?
A. No, sir; I didn’t keep any good account of them ; didn’t keep any

account of them, in fact; should consider it took over 200 days to do it,
and consider it was done in good time, too; it was a bad job before I took
it?

Q. What do you mean by being in bad condition ?

A. It was in bad condition over the whole building.
Q. Well, give a little more particularly what you mean by bad con-

dition ?

A. It was all ink, dirt and grease,
Q. Ink, dirt and grease ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. All over the building ?

A. Yes, sir; the furniture,
Q, All these desks ?

A. Yes, sir; and all the chairs and bookcases, and wardrobes, and
cabinet beds, and them things.

Q. Well, the bookcases were covered with ink ?

A. No, sir; not the bookcases; the desks were all ink.
Q. Well, the bookcases were covered with dirt and grease ?

A. Yes, sir; it was all bad ; I never met anything to beat it for work.
Q. What wages did you get when you were here ?

A. I got $3 a day.
Q. Do you know what these other men were paid ?

A. Three dollars a day.
Q. Were you paid at Mr. Flood’s office ?

A. Sometimes, and sometimes here
Q. How many times were you paid here ?

A. McDonald paid me once, and the watchman paid me once.
Q. When Mr. Flood paid you, he put your name down in a book ?

A. Yes, sir, as he did every other man.
Q. A book about as large as this ?

A. Yes, sir; only not quite so wide—he put the amount and their
names down.

Q. Do you know whether he put down the place where they worked?
A. No, sir; he never did ; the book didn’t look like it.
Q. He only put down the amount and names ?

A. Yes, sir; if he gave you 50 cents, he put it down ; and if he gave
you $2, he put it down.

Q. And put your name down as well ?
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A. Yes, sir; your name down by the side of it.
Q. Did you have any polishing in the Treasurer’s office, down stairs.
A, Yes, sir.
Q. In the Tax Commissioner’s room ?

A, Yes, sir; I did a new bookcase there ; it was not polished; it was
shellacked and rubbed down ;I, and a man named Farrell,did it; I shel-
lacked it, and told him I wanted another man I went to the post-office,
to Mr. Newell, and told him I wanted another man, and Mr. Newell sent
a man.

Q. That was in Mr. Gleason’s room,—the Tax Commissioner’s room?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What other work did you do there ?

A. No other work.
Q. Do you recollect when that time was ?

A. It was before I came here. Some little time after I went back to
the post-office, Mr. Tucker sent me up here to clean up the furniture in
the Sergeant-at-arms’ room, and when I got through, I asked him if that
was all; he said, no, Mr. Flood wanted me to go through the whole
building, and I did, and got Becker to come here.

Q. How many men did you have here at work at any one time ?

A. Four, besides myself.
Q. Then, there were never over five polishers working here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And how many days were there five polishers at work ?

A. They came in Saturday, and worked all day, and the following
Monday there were only four, and, after that, only three; I kept the other
two right along; there was onlj7 one day that five worked at the State
House.

Q. There was only one day that five worked ?

A, That is all.
Q. How many days when four worked ?

A. Half a day.
Q. How many days were there when three worked ?

A. Well, I cannot tell; until we finished.
Q. Well, three of the men worked here a considerable length of

time ?

A. Up to the first of January, I should say, when we got through.
Q. From the 23d of September up to October 12, did anybody besides

Becker and yourself work here at polishing?
A. No, sir; Fitzgerald came and relieved Becker.
Q, When?
A. Fitzgerald worked half a day, and the next day he went over to

Mr, Wiley’s house, and I guess he stopped over there three or four weeks;
that is the way they worked with me.

Q. How many days were you left here alone ?

A. I cannot tell; they were all the time coming and going; 92 days
I worked,—something near 92 days,—in that vicinity,

Q. But how many days did you work at polishing when there was no
one else at work with you ?
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A. Well, that I cannot state,
Q. A good many ?

A. Yes, there were more or less; it might be sometimes three or four
days a week, and it might be more and it might be less.

Q. Well, considerable of the time you worked alone ?

A. Yes, sir; a good deal of the time; and I worked alone in the after-
noon when some of them were here, too.

Q. (By the Chairman.) How long have you worked at the business ?

A. Some eight or ten years.
Q. Ever have charge of the work of polishing yourself?
A. Yr es, sir; for J. J. Gray, bracket manufacturer; did no polishing

there—it was nothing but cheap work—bracket work.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Then you have had eight or ten years’

experience in the polishing work ?

A. Yes; I have.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, state what experience you have had

at work polishing; that is the question ?

A. Well, polishing is not a thing that stands alone in the furniture
business; if a man takes a piece of wood, he prepares it for another man
to finish it, for another man to polish it, and another man might varnish
it or shellac it.

Q. Then I understand you have not been exclusively in the business ?

A. I have been at all other kinds of work.
Q. But you have not devoted yourself especially to polishing ?

A. No, sir; I can take hold of any kind of it, except building it.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) How much experience have you had in

polishing?
A. Well, I have had considerable.
Q. How much ?

A Well, I could take a good job and do it.
Q. Weil,how long an experience, at any time, have you had in polish-

ing?
A. Three or four years.
Q. Do you work for Mr. Flood now ?

A. No, sir; have not worked for some time.
Q. (By the Chairman) Can you go through the building and

estimate the number of days’ labor that was put on the polishing?
A No, sir; no man can do it; one piece of work was worse than

another, and it might take one man, or two men on one piece, and three
on another, and five on another.

Q. Well, you know the condition the furniture was in ?

A. Yes, sir; if I was going to do it, 1 would take mji chances on it.
Q. (By Mr, Verry.) The question is—you know in the State House

what was polished—whether you can take everything that was polished,
and knowing, as you did, its condition before you touched it, whether you
could form an estimate of what it cost to do the work ?

A. Yes, sir; I would not make an estimate of it.
Q. Take this desk, for instance; did youpolish this? did you clean it ?

A. 1 cleaned it.
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Q, Do you remember what its condition was when you started on it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q, And could you give us an estimate of what it would cost to polish

up this desk ?

A. Yes, sir; I can.
Q. And you can give an estimate of the rest of the building like that?
A. If I would take a job like this building all through, I think I

could make an estimate and not lose anything, and would not charge
anything like f 1,400 either.

Q, (By the Chairman ) Can you go round with Mr. Twigg and make
an estimate of what the value of this polishing here ought to be ?

A No, sir.
Q. You cannot?
A. No, sir.
Q. Why not?
A. Because no man could look at one piece and at another and say it

will take so much time,—100 days or 200 days,—because he would get
deceived on it, if he got to work on it.

Q (By Mr. Merry.) That is not the question which the Chairman
asked you. The question is, whether you can take the furniture, and not
undertake to say how much of the work you actually did do upon it, but
how much it would actually cost to put it in the condition it is in now ?

A. Yes, sir; I can tell that.
Q. And you would have no objection to do that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) And go with Mr, Twigg ?

A. Yes, sir. Will Mr. Twigg do the polishing ?

Mr. Churchill. 1 will add to my motion, Mr. Chairman, the name of
Mr. Merritt.

[The motion was then put and carried.]
Q. (By the Chairman.) Was there any finish around the railings ?

A No, sir; only on the stairs, and not the rest of the building.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I would like to ask the witness if he understands

that the Committee are desirous of finding out where the work is done to
come to f 1,400, as he has mentioned that amount.

A. No, sir; there is no f 1,400.
Mr. Merry. We want to know the work that is done, and how much

it would cost.
Mr. Paul. What we want toknow is what it will cost to do this work

just as it is now.
Mr. Shaw That is it, exactly.
Mr. Paul, I ask this, because I thought he was desirous of finding out

where the work was that cost f 1,400.
The Chairman. You and Twigg understand that you are to make an

estimate of the cost of the polishing which you did as part of the State
House repairs ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Merry. What we want is an estimate of what it is fairly worth to

do it.
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Mr. McNutt. And the price they would be willing to do it for.
Mr. Verry. It is the fair value for doing this work, and furnishing labor

and stock,—that is what is wanted,—and your judgment and Twigg’s of
the cost of polishing the furniture at a price at which you would be will-
ing to contract for it yourself.

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Churchill. I would like Mr. Tvvigg to come up here and under-

stand the way they are to make this examination.
[Mr. Twigg carpe to the front.]
Mr. Terry. The thing to be done, Mr. Twigg, is for jr ou and Merritt

to go about the State House, and examine the work under the head of
polishing,—that which is really polishing,—and furnish the Committee
with your judgment of the value of doing that work; how much it ought
to have cost to do that work; what you would be willing to have taken
the job for, and done it.

Mr. Shaw. The same as if you had been called upon to give a price
for it, and done it.

Mr. Twigg. Yes, sir; the same as if I had contracted for it.
The Chairman. Do you understand it, Merritt?
Mr. Merritt. Yes, sir: Ido, sir; I understand it.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.
Q, Mr. Merritt, I understood you to say yon worked 92 days on this?

A. Yes, sir; or thereabouts.
Q. Who else worked here during that time ?

A. Mr. Florence Fitzgerald and O’Rourke.
Q. One moment. How long did Fitzgerald work here; do you re-

member ?

A. I couldn’t exactly state the number of days.
Q. About how many ?

A. He worked here a couple of days, and then went over to Mr.
Wiley’s and stayed there three weeks; and then he worked a couple
of days more; he came back again and worked a couple of days or a
day and a half, and then he went away again.

Q. Well, about how many do you think ?

A. I couldn’t say.
Q. Did he work half as long as you did ?

A. Well, I guess he didn’t.
Q. Well, who else worked, besides Fitzgerald ?

A. Mr. O’Rourke.
Q. How long did he work ?

A. I guess about two or three weeks; it may be more.
Q. Then you are not able to say exactly how long these men did

work ?

A. No, sir; lam not, to a certainty.
Q. They worked the longest time on the State House, besides your-

self?
A. Fitzgerald and myself and O’Rourke were the next.
Q, And then there were two others who worked a short time ?
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A. There were three or four of them; some of them worked a day
and a half, and three or four days.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) What would be the average number of men,
right through, while you were here; would it be over two ?

A. No, sir; it would not; it would be about two.
Q. From the time you commenced until you got through ?

A. Two men.
Q. It would average two men per day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Should you think there were 200 days’ work here ?

A. Yes, sir; I think there were.
Q. And you commenced, when ?

A. About the 14th of September, I think.
Q. You don’t think it would exceed two men ?

A. No, sir, it would not; two men were sufficient, if they worked
together all the time.

Q (By Mr. Doherty.) You don’t mean to say that it didn’t average
more than two men ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t mean to say that it didn’t average more than two men,

do you ?

A. It didn’t average over.
Q. Two men ?

A. Two men.
Q. You worked yourself, here, 92 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the others, altogether, worked as long as you did ?

A. No, sir; all the others didn’t work as long as I did.
Q. Then, what do you mean by saying it took over 200 days to do it ?

A. I didn’t say it took over 200 days to do it; I beg your pardon.
Q, Well, what did you say ?

A. I said it took over 200 days, or thereabouts.
[At the request of Mr. Doherty, the stenographer read the witness’s

previous testimony as to the lime it took.]
Mr. Doherty. I have no other questions to ask you.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce,) Do you wish to make any other explanation of

that answer P
A. Well, if I said it, I said it in haste; but I meant to say that it might

have been 200, or more, or less.
Q. Do you wish to correct that?
A. I make it in that way, more or less time; it might have taken more

or less time.
Q. You are not satisfied in your own mind that it didn’t take 200 ?

A. No, sir; if I sat down and figured it up, I could tell how many days
it did take.

Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Did you say you worked 92 days on this work ?

A. Yes, sir; I said I may have worked 92 days, or thereabouts; I may
have worked 90 or 92 days.

Q. Well, you did say 92, didn’t you?
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A. Yes, sir; I did say 92.
Q. Well, did you mean to say 92, or did you mean to say about 92 ?

A. About 92.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) A good many of those days you worked alone ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Why did you say 92, or why did you say about

92; what led you to say that ?

A. Well, I know that I worked somewhere around that.
Q. Well, what led you to say it? I suppose you had some reason for

selecting 92 days as the number?
A. No ; I had no particular reason.
Q. Why didn’t you say 80 or 100 ?

A. Because I was nigher to it at 92.
Q. Well, that is your judgment, that is all ?

A. Yes, sir; that is my judgment; two days and a half I was off; two
days I worked down in the post-office, and half a day I was off on my
own account.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) I had forgotten that part of your statement. I
wanted to know how certain you were of the accuracy of your statement ?

A. Well, I was pretty certain; somewhere around 92 days.
Mr. Terry. I see that that fixes it about when he began and when

he left off.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) In regard to the amount; did it take a large

amount of stock ?

A. No, sir; it didn’t take any large amount.
Q. The amount was slight ?

A. Yes, sir; mostly oil.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Where was most of the dirt, grease and

nastiness on ?

A. On these bookcases.
Q. Where ?

A. In the Secretary’s office, on the lower floor.
Q. The Secretary of State’s office ?

A. Yes, sir; four large bookcases in there.
Q. Well, they were nasty and dirty ?

A. Well, they were in very bad condition.
Q. Well, from what cause; in what way ?

A. From dirt; where the wood was all open, it had to be filled in to
make a good job of it.

Q. What other rooms were in very bad condition ?

A. All over the building, I think.
Q. Well, what was the condition of the Senate Chamber?
A. Well, the desks wore in better condition.
Q. Well, were they nasty ?

A. Well, no, sir; you might call them nasty if you like.
Q. Well, I don’t know what you might do. I wanted to know

whether the desks in the Senate were in a nasty and greasy condition?
A. Well, sir, they were in bad condition.
Q. Any ink or grease upon them P

64
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A. Yes, sir; both ink and grease on them.
Q. Any other place where you noticed nastiness or grease ?

A. Yes, sir; wherever you found a desk, you would find it in bad
condition. Well, perhaps you don’t know what I mean by grease ?

Q. Well, what do you mean by grease ?

A. Where a man sits down here near these desks, it is black and
sticky,—that is what we call grease.

Q. That is because of the long session last year ?

A. Well, I don’t know anything about that; I was not here.
Q. Do you think the desks would be very dirty and nasty by sitting

against them for a year or two ?

A. Yes, sir; for 15 years, as they have been. It was told me they had
been there as long as that.

Q. Do you know how long it has been since they were polished ?

A. It was understood they were polished every year, but they were
not.

Q. Well, will the honorable senators grease and dirty up the desks so
in one year?

A. Well, it is not the honorable senators I refer to.
Q. Well, I want toknow who you are hitting, because the represent-

atives don’t have any desks. Whether you think, in one session of the
legislature, the honorable senators would dirty up their desks, and grease
them up in the condition you speak of?

A, I don’t refer to the honorable senators.
Q. Well, who do you refer to ?

A. I mean the desks in the rooms where I went.
Q. Well, you spoke of the desks in the Senate Chamber being greased

up upon the edge, the result of one session’s sitting,—one Senate sitting.
Now, do you think that that is possible, for the gentlemen who come up
to the Senate, to grease desks in that way ?

A. No, sir, Ido not; not to grease them.
Q. Well, how could they be in that condition?
A. Well, I don’t have reference to the desks in the Senate Chamber;

I say they were in pretty fair condition.
Q. Well, will you speak about the Representatives’ chairs?
A. Well, you would never make a job of them if you worked on them

for 10 years, unless you took them all out of the building, and scraped
them out and filled them up.

Q. You say you could not make a job of them if you worked on them
10 years ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why?
A. Not if I had them in the building; I should want to take them out

of it.
Q. Well, why couldn’t you do it?
A. Well, the reason why I could not do it was because they had been

done pretty often, and the stock that was on would chip off and peel, and
in some places it was worn to the wood.
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Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) So you didn’t bestow a very large amount of
labor on this polishing ?

A. No, sir; only wanted to make as good a job as I could.
Q. What condition do you call these desks in ?

A. They are not in what I should call a good condition.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Well, you did this?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, why are they not in a good condition ?

A. Because I didn’t put them in as good a condition as I could have
done.

Q. Well, why didn’t you?
A. Because I was told not to.
Q. Well, who told you ?

A. Mr. Flood told me to hurry on it as fast as I could; I didn’t put the
furniture in as good a condition as it was possible.

The Chairman. Mr. Tucker, you take Mr. Twigg and Mr. Merritt and
show them all the polishing—l suppose Merritt knows—

Mr. Tucker, He knows just as well as I do.
The Chairman. And let them go right around.
Mr. Churchill. Mr. Chairman, I want to place the following letter in

as part of the evidence before we adjourn :

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Treasury Department, Boston, April 29, 1875.

Gardner A. Churchill,Esq., Committee of Investigation:
Dear Sir,—In reply to your verbal inquiry this morning, I have to say that I have

examined the books of this department for the years of 1869, 1870 and 1871, and
find nothing received for proceeds of old pipe sold.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
CHAS. ADAMS, Jr., Treasurer.

[Adjourned till. 10 A. m., Friday, April 30, 1875.]
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SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Friday, April 29, 1875.

Hon. George B. Loring—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) I suppose you have heard, or read, consider-

able of the testimony, or the material part of it, and we propose to let
you and the other commissioners say whatever you desire in further
explanation of the matters we have under consideration,—the repairs of
the State House.

A. Relative to the testimony given before the Committee, or relative
to our own work ?

Q. Relative to your own work.
A. Because, what I have read of the testimony has been what has

been reported in the newspapers; that has been, I have no doubt, reported
as fully as could be,'but, of course, there have been variations. With
regard to our connection with the work, I think I stated all I had to say
in the beginning; that I thought the commission had done as well as
they could, under the circumstances; that it was properly organized; and
that before the work was commenced, the commission was divided
into sub-committees, with the intention of seeing that it was carefully
and correctly done. I have no reason to change my mind upon the
matter at all: I have no new statement to make.

Q. Is there anything you have noticed in the evidence which has been
given before the Committee that you desire to make any explanation of?

A. Personally ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. No, sir; I have not seen anything. I have seen but one personal

allusion to myself, here, and that was with regard to a certain gentleman
having been summoned, and who, one of the newspapers said, was asked
if he had any correspondence with me on the subject, and he said he
had not. That I certainly have nothing to say about, because I know
nothing about it. I did not understand it then, and Ido not now. So I
have no knowledge of any points that have been made that wouldrequire
any personal explanation. I should think that would be for the Commit-
tee. If the Committee desire I should make any, I am entirely in their
hands, and would be very glad to do it.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) There is just one question that occurs to me,

SIXTEENTH HEARING.
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Dr. Loring. On the seventh page of your testimony, as reported here,
you say:—

“And without endeavoring to give the exact phraseology of the vote,
it was also voted that any discount on any of the bills should redound to
the benefit of the Commonwealth, the commission understanding the
usual ten per cent, discount for cash should be made, which was not to
go to the benefit of the purchasers, but of the Commonwealth.”

Mr. Wiley, in his testimony, says he understands that vote applied sim-
ply to the painting. What is your recollection about it?

A. Well, I should say, sir, considering the discussion in the committee
upon the vote,—if the Chairman will be kind enough to give me the vote
as it was passed by the committee, then I can state distinctly—l should
think, considering the statement made at the time the vote was passed,
that Mr. Wiley was justified in his impression. The only thing discussed,
as I remember it, was the paint and glass and such materials as were
then under discussion. That was my impression, I should say. Have
you the vote there as it was worded? I stated the purport of the vote. I
think you will find it in the statement of Mr. Kimball.

Q. I want to call your attention to the evidence of Mr. Stickney, on
the 48th page, where he says, “ I think you will find a vote that all com-
missions should revert to the Commomwealth.”

A. That may be, but the vote was passed at a time when the painting
materials used in painting and glazing were chiefly under discussion ; and
I am free to confess, that, for one, I supposed they formed so large an
amount of the expenditure that anything else that came in would be
hardly worthy of consideration,—such as bricks and mortar, whatever
was used for the mason’s work, etc. I am free to confess, that in
making my statement to the Committee upon that vote, I may have
used language different from that used in the vote in endeavoring
to put, in my own phrase, what was in the vote. On the 25th page, in
Mr. Kimball’s testimony, he says a motion was made by him, and carried,
‘‘ that the lead, oil and gold to be used be purchased under the approval
of the committee, any commissions to be allowed upon the same to inure
to the Commonwealth.” That is the phraseology I have been trying to
recall. Well, now, lam free to confess I was not familiar enough with
the purchase of stock to have any idea of that than simply this : that in
purchasing materials at wholesale, and in large quantities, dealers were in
the habit of reducing their prices a certain percentage, especially when
they sold to contractors and mechanics. My impression at the time was,
that whatever that commission might be, —whether 10 or 30 per cent, on
the price-list,—that that should go to the benefit of the Commonwealth;
that the materials there referred to should be put in at the lowest cash
price, and that the contractors, or parties taking the job, should derive
no benefit whatever from that. That was the idea I intended to convey,
and that was the idea I got from the vote.

Q. Well, did you understand that it applied to lumber ?

A. No, sir; I did not, I stated I did not, because I supposed the
amount of lumber and mason’s material would be comparatively so small,
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it would hardly be taken into consideration. I did not have that impres-
sion. I had the idea, at the time, that it was upon glass and paint the
usual market price was to be reduced ; but that, so far as the mason and
carpenter work was concerned,—on lumber, bricks, mortar, etc , —it did
not apply. Ido not know whether it applied generally or not, but it was
hardly considered at the time.

Q. (By Mr. Ciiukcuill.) Mr. Loring, did you, as one of the com-
mission, consent that Mr. Wiley should be employed to do work for the
Commonwealth in the matter of the State House repairs, and that he
should receive compensation therefor?

A. I think I stated, in my opening remarks, that it was considered by
the commissioners fortunate that Mr. Wiley was on the commission,—l
did, for one,—that we had a mechanic on the commission; and the first
step taken was to request Mr. Wiley to see that the State House was pre-
pared for painting and glazing, and that he should bring in to us a new
estimate of the amount of work to be done. Beyond that, I think, nothing
was done. I think that, as the work went on during the summer, it was
done with the tacit consent of the commission. I had no idea how much
mason-work there would be here, and do not remember that there was
any formal vote about it.

Q. I only wanted to have you answer for yourself. Did you, as one of
the commission, consent that Mr. Wiley should be employed to do work
for the Commonwealth in the matter of the State House repairs, and that
he should receive compensation therefor? Did you consent to it ?

A. Why, I consented so far as tacit consent goes. With regard to
receiving compensation therefor—

Q. Do you mean thereby that he should have his bills paid ?

A. No, sir; I don’t.
Q. Did you consent that he should bo employed to do work for the

Commonwealth ?

A. I suppose you mean as a mason, or as a member of the com-
mission ?

Q. Did you consent that he should be employed to do work for the
Commonwealth ?

A, 1 will state distinctly,—l did not consent that Mr. Wiley should be
employed; but I did consent that Mr. Wiley should do the work prepara-
tory to painting and glazing. I considered that Mr. Wiley, instead of
being employed by the commission, was a member of the commission,
and was doing work on account of the commission. We did not hire Mr.
Wiley.

Q. I mean you, personally.
A. I did not. I did not hire anybody. I had no right to do it.
Q, When you learned that Mr. Wiley was doing work as aforesaid,

did you object?
A. No, sir; not at all; on the contrary, I thought it was fortunate we

had some one on the commission who would do the work.
Q. Did you, at any time, protest against his doing the work as afore-

said?
A. No, sir.
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Q. Do you believe it to be proper for a commissioner, appointed to
represent the interests of the Commonwealth, to make money out of his
appointment ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you think his colleagues are justified in making such an

arrangement ?

A. I have stated distinctly the way in which I considered Mr. Wiley
to be at work here. That Mr. Wiley was a speculator on the Common-
wealth, I had no idea then. That he was employed by the commission,
I have stated, so far as I am concerned, was not so ; but that with regard
to the propriety of selecting a person of the commission to take charge
of certain work coming under that commission, should depend entirely
upon circumstances.

Q. Do you think his colleagues are justified in consenting to an ar-
rangement by which he could go in and take a contract of himself P Ido
not wish you to answer for the commission, but for yourself.

A. Well, Mr. Churchill, if I had supposed at the time that it was a
questionable operation, I should have objected to it. lam free to confess
that, in the organization of a commission like that, of five competent gen-
tlemen, four of them busy in other matters as they are, nothing would
occur of that kind. I state now, as I stated at the outset, that we had
three good commissioners, at any rate ; two in the habit of making large
contracts themselves, and the other in the habit of doing a great amount
of work. As a general rule, under ordinary circumstances, I should think
commissioners had better not be employed in that sort of work.

Q. Do you think your colleagues did right in consenting to an arrange-
ment by which one of their number could make an arrangement to take
the mason-work himself? That is a question I want to ask you for
yourself. Do you think they were justified in consenting, either tacitly
or in any other way, to make an arrangement?'

A. Yes, sir: I think circumstances might occur in which it would be,
and I think every gentleman of the Committee will understand what
those circumstances are.

Q. Now, I think of a question put here the other day of which I would
like to ask you, in regard to an answer to a question I asked a witness in
regard to certain correspondence. The question was asked the witness,
whether by correspondence, letter, speech, word of mouth, or in any way,
you asked a certain gentleman to use his influence to have Mr. Flood do
the painting on the State House. I would like to have you answer the
question.

A. lam perfectly frank to answer. 1 have not the slightest remem-
brance of any such thing. I do not see why I should, for I did not
consider it a part of my business to hire. Of course, at the time, 1
could not remember all that was said; but I have not the slightest
remembrance of the interview which Captain Merrill referred to before
the Committee. At the same time, I will not undertake to question Mr.
Merrill’s statement at all. I have no recollection of it, and did not con-
sider it a part of my duty.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) When you approved these bills, were you satis-
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fied that they were the original bills, the bills of these different
mechanics ?

A. I never questioned it, sir. The bills alluded to in the report of the
commission, that are specified in the report, came up to the commis-
sioners exactly as bills come to a gentleman when he repairs his own
buildings. I supposed, of course, sir, they were the genuine bills of the
parties who presented them. I had not the slightest doubt of it, and
looked at them in that way.

Q. Did you have any conversation with them as to whether they were
cost bills ?

A. With those that came in, I did. They came before the commission
and stated it.

Q. What proof did they produce to show that the charges on these
bills were not more than the price at which they purchased the stock ?

A. That Ido not remember, sir. Do you mean on the materials ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Ido not remember. Mr. Clark stated that he had put his paints

and oils in at the cost price. Mr. Flood stated that he had misunderstood
the commission, but at the same time that he could show his vouchers to
prove that he had put his in at cost price.

Q. How was it with Mr. Wiley ?

A. Ido not know; Ido not recollect. He presented his bill, and it
was carefully gone over by the commission, examined, and, by vote of the
commission, approved.

Q. Were the vouchers examined ?

A. That Ido not remember.
Q. Anything said about Mr. Simmons’s bills needing some correcting ?

A. No, sir.
Q. He represented that these were the original bills ?

A. So 1 understood at the time.
Q. You heard his testimony?
A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. He has admitted that his bills were not original.
A. That I did not know.
Q. He also said that all the rest of them did the same thing.
A. Well, that I know nothing of, of course. I had no knowledge of

Mr. Simmons’s operations at ail,
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Let me see if I distinctly understand you in

regard to this question of profit on stock. As I understand you, the
motion which was carried was that the lead, oil and gold were to be pur-
chased with the approval of the commission, and all commissions were
to inure to the Commonwealth ?

A. Well, the vote will show ; that is my impression.
Q. Well, as to your talk in the commission; is not your statement on

page seven of the testimony correct,—that you had a general talk that all
commissions should inure to the Commonwealth, as Mr. Stickney states
it? Ho states it in the same way.

A. Well, the truth is, that the materials outside seemed to me to be so
small in amount that it was immaterial. How it was understood, I can-
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not tellyon. If the vote, which is in the hands, I think, of the clerk of the
Committee, could be read, I think that would show distinctly what the
impression of the commission was.

Q. Then you think that, independent of these three things, there was
not any talk in the commission about any discount ?

A. I should say there was not. Ido not remember any at all.
Q. I see that, upon your original testimony, and also upon Mr. Stick-

ney’s, you both gave the impression that the conversation was upon all
the materials to be used.

A. Well, it may have been.
Q. Is it not more probable that your first impression is correct ?

A. I have stated over and over again, sir, that the discussion was
upon the vote passed, and I should take that, rather than a general im-
pression.

Q. Well, you had some discussion previous to that ?

A. There was very little discussion about it. The vote seemed to be
very proper. It was presented by a gentleman of the commission who
had had large experience, and there, was little discussion about it. Every
gentleman said that is right, proper and fair to the Commonwealth, and
let us pass it. It was generally agreed to. The commission had an
entire and thorough understanding about it.

Q. But do you not think there was some talk in the commission about
the other stock to be purchased, besides this used in painting ?

A. I cannot recollect, sir; it may or may not have been. I should
have said no, in casual conversation, if anybody had asked me. If any-
body had asked me what I meant by a discount on stock, I should have
said the vote referred to the great bulk of stock—such as oils, lead and
glass.

Q. If they had asked whether it applied to other bills, what would you
have said ?

A. Well, if some one had said to me there will be a large amount of
bricks purchased, I should then have said, “ If thei’e is a large amount of
bricks to be purchased, and there is a discount to be made upon them,
the commission will undoubtedly take it into consideration ” But
whether it would come under that vote or not, I could not say.

Q. And you would have said the same in regard to lumber ?

A. I would have said so, if I had been asked. If I had been asked,
“Do you think this ought to be brought in at cost ? ” 1 should have said it;
but that it was discussed, I cannot remember, and I don’t think it is sur-
prising that I cannot.

Q. Not at all; but if any contractor, mason or carpenter had asked
you, without referring to this vote, whether they were to have any profit
on stock or material, what should you have told him ?

A. I think I should have said, no; that would have been my general
impression; at the same time, I would have gone right back to the vote
which was passed.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) It was understood, I suppose, that there is
sometimes a reduction made on the cost price for cash. This rate refers
to the regular commission ?

65
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A. I thought that was a part of the tenor of the vote passed.
Q. Well, was it the idea of the commission that the reduction made

for paying cash for the stock should inure to the Commonwealth ?

A. Ido not think that point was considered. I certainly did not,
Q. The vote referred to the general commission on large amounts?
A. That is what I supposed.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) How often did they receive their pay ?

A. The bills are approved, and are in the auditor’s office, and will
show. The bills were from time to time approved by me during the
summer, as the mechanics needed their pay. Whenever a bill was
brought to me, and there were funds, I approved them, and handed them
to such of the commissioners as I could find.

Q. Did they go over 30 days without their pay?
A. I should not say they did; but I cannotremember.
Q. For it is customary, when buying at a cash price, to allow 30 days

for payment, and there has been considerable said about their having to
lay out of their money some time.

A. Well, that Ido not know; for whenever Mr. Clark or Mr. Wiley,
or any other gentleman, presented an account, and desired that he should
receive his money from the treasury, I got such commissioners as I
could find, and approved the accounts, and they received it as fast as they
applied; how often, I cannot say.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Until the appropriation had come to what
amount ?

A. Perhaps $3OO, Then I said that ought to remain for the payment
of small bills, and that was left there until within a very short time.

Q, (By Mr. Peirce.) So I understand you to say that you examined
these bills after they had been referred back to the sub-committee, and
that you were one of that sub-committee ?

A. No, sir; the bills were examined as they came before the com-
mission. The commission met here after the session of the legislature
commenced, and the bills included in the report of the commission under-
went a careful scrutiny. There was but one of them, as I remember,
submitted to the sub-committee, and that was the bill of Mr. Flood for
painting. That bill was referred, after having been tabulated, to Mr.
Stickney. He was the sub-committee, and took it in hand and examined
the bill, comparing it with the price-list, and reported a reduction of the
bill. When that was reported, the commission instructed me to ap-
prove it.

Q. If, on looking over these bills, you had seen charges of 50 or 100
per cent, advance on stock, would you have been willing to have ap-
proved them ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You speak about bricks. Supposing there had been charges there

of 50 or 100 per cent profit, would you not have approved them?
A. My impression is that the entire commission would have taken

that up at the moment.
Q. Then you supposed, when these bills were placed before you, that

they were hills on which a fair per cent, only had been charged?
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A. I thought that, and did not hesitate to say it. I should not have
approved them, nor would the commission have instructed me to do it.
I have no doubt of that.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I understand you to say that all the bills,
with the exception of Mr. Flood’s, were approved by the whole com-
mission ?

A. They were all submitted; but that bill was the only one that I re-
member was submitted to a sub-committee for examination and revision.
That bill was submitted to Mr. Stickney, who made his investigation and
report.

Q. All the other bills were passed upon by the full commission ?

A. Yes, sir, as my memory goes.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) What brought Mr. Flood’s bill befoi'e the sub-

committee ?

A. The bill was considered large, at any rate, and the commissioners
thought it was proper that it should be carefully investigated. There
was a general feeling about it, and it was on motion of Mr. Kimball that
the first tabulation was made. So it was under his direction and care.
He took it in charge, and employed a clerk to tabulate the bill.

Q. Was nothing said about the plumber’s bill ?

A. The plumber’s bill was considered a large bill, and had some
scrutiny applied to it. The question was asked, “ This seems to be a
larger bill than we supposed, and how does it happen it is so ? ” The bill
was examined and approved by vote. I should say, that was another of
the bills that was hung up, but not submitted to a sub-committee, if I re-
member rightly.

Q. How about the mason’s bill ?

A. The same way.
Q. Was not that 60 or 75 per cent, higher than the appropriation

specified P
A. Well, the figures will show what that was; but I cannot remember.

I can hardly say that it was so, for I do not know what I expected ; and
what the estimate was, I do not remember.

Q. You did not have the sum before you at the time the bill came up ?

A, No, sir; not that I remember,
Q. How about the carpenter-work P How did that look to the com-

missioners ?

A. Well, the carpenter’s bill was more than I expected, because I had
no idea how much carpenter-work there was to be done. From time to
time it was stated that the amount of work to be done by the carpenter
was larger than had been expected, and the. commissioners themselves
found certain carpenter-work necessary, and ordered it to be done; for
instance, the steps leading to the Senate Chamber were found to be out
of repair, and were rclaid.

Q. (By Mr. Merry.) Was anything done except to put on the steps ?

A, That is all, so far as I know. Some of the floors, —the floor of the
Senate Chamber, and the floor of the Agricultural Department,—were
found, when uncovered, to be entirely unfit for use, and they were
repaired by the carpenters.
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Q. You have been here, more or less, for a number of years past;
was the State House in the condition that has been represented here ?

Was it in that dirty, filthy condition that has been represented, speaking
from your own experience ?

A. Well, 1 have no doubt of it. I have been here three years, and I
do not suppose I have been in a committee-room half a dozen times. I
am not very observing. 1 should say, if it was my house, it needed a
good deal of cleaning. I should say so now. I told the sergeant-at-
arms that, when the legislature adjourned, it would take about three
weeks to fix up. Any body knows that it rapidly grows dirty; and the
doors are not in the condition, now, that we would like to see our own
doors in. The walls in the basement—as I came through this morning, I
was astonished to see the condition of the walls that had been painted
within six months. I merely speak of that to show how rapidly a build-
ing of this kind will get out of repair, especially an old building.

Q. I suppose you are aware that representations have been made that
it was very bad ?

A. Yes, I have understood so; that it needed a great deal of scrub-
bing with soap and water.

Q. Should you think the word filthy would be a proper term to apply
to its condition last fall ?

A. Well, Ido not know. Filthy is a comparative word, you know;
what would be filthy in my stable would be a little more filthy in my
parlor.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill,) Do you think the senators’ desks, after last
year’s service, would have been called filthy and greasy ?

A. No, sir. Do you mean the president’s desk ?

Q. I allude to that, too.
A. Well, sir, I allude to the president’s desk. With regard to the

desks of senators, I have not a word to say. They may speak for them-
selves.

Q. Do you think the chairs in the Representatives’ Hall ought to be
cleaned, from your knowledge of them ?

A. I shouldnot think they would; I should prefer to make new ones.
Q. You have not read the evidence. I think you ought, in justice to

yourself, to read this evidence of Mr. Merrill, Perhaps you have seen
it, and perhaps you have not.

A. I have only seen what was in the papers. I would be very glad
indeed to see what he said.

Q. In answer to a question whether Dr. Loring, asked him to use his
influence for Mr. Flood, he said: “My impression is that Dr. Loring
turned to me and asked mo to use my influence to have Mr. Clark to do
one part and Mr. Flood the other part; but I am not sure whether it was
Dr, Loring or the other party.” And his memory is not good as to the
other party. That is, perhaps, his strongest testimony. I do think it is
an important question. I ask you, if you do not remember, or do you
deny, having any conversation with Mr. Merrill at the Parker House, in
which you asked him to use his influence for Mr. Flood ?

A. I have not the slightest recollection of passing a word with Mr-
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Merrill upon the subject of the State House painting; not the slightest. I
cannot conceive why I should have asked him to use his influence with
any commissioner to have the work divided; Ido not understand it; Ido
not know what it means, because the commission had determined to have
it divided any way; that was the general feeling, that it was right and
propel', and that it could be done cheaper and better in that way. As I
say, I cannot remember of any conversation of that sort, and do not
understand why it should have taken place. It may be possible that,
standing in the vestibule, or at the head of the stairs, some word of con-
versation may have casually passed between us about the topic that was
going on; but, I say, Ido not remember it.

Q. He says, “lam in doubt whether it was Dr. Loring, or a gentle-
man conversing with him, who made the request about it at that time ;

my impression is it was Dr. Loring.”
A. Does he state who the gentlemen was ?

Q. He did not. His remembrance was not good.
A. Well, I don’t know who the gentleman was.
Q. You do not remember the conversation ?

A. Ido not remember to have met him or to have had any conversa-
tion with him at the time he alludes to. At the same time, Ido not pro-
pose to question Mr. Merrill’s statement at all.

Q. You do not mean to deny it, but you do not recollect it?
A. Ido not. I also make the statement, I do not see why I should

have taken that course which was so utterly and entirely a work of
supererogation.

(By Mr. Colburn.) Mr. Reed, the doorkeeper ef the Senate, stated
that Mr. Flood paid him §5 per day for a certain number of days for his
services in attempting to secure the painting for Mr. Flood. Do you
know of any effoi'ts of Mr. Reed ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) When the mason’s bill was before you, of

course you scrutinized it? Was there anything said then with regard to
whether that was a fair price for stock charged in that bill ?

A. Ido not remember.
Q. Nothing said ip regal'd to it ?

A. Ido not remember that there was. The bill was laid upon the
table, examined and scrutinized. What questions were asked, Ido not
know.

Hon. D. H. Stickney—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you anything that you wish to say in

further explanation of the testimony which has been given before the
Committee, or of your own testimony relative to the matter under con-
sideration ?

A. Ido not know, sir, that I have anything to change.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What is your impression as to any conversa-

tion among the commissioners about the commission on stock to be used
in the repairs of the State House ?

A. I think I gave, in my evidence before the Committee, my under-
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standing of the matter: that all commissions should revert to the Com-
monwealth.

Q. You still have that impression?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. That the conversation had reference to all stock to be used in the

repairs of the State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Reed has stated that he was employed by Mr. Flood to use his

influence to procure him the job of painting the State House. Do you
know anything about whether Mr. Reed did influence the commission?

A. I think about the time the commission was formed, Mr. Reed
called upon me one morning, and stated to me that he should like to have
me use my influence to have Mr. Flood do a portion of the work, and
that during the recess he was in hopes to be employed. That is all I
recollect about it.

Q. You have no knowledge of his request to any other member of the
commission ?

A. I have not.
Q. That is substantially all the conversation ?

A. That is all, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Did you know at that time that Mr. Reed was

in the employ ofMr. Flood ?

A. I did not, sir.
Q. You did not suppose he was ?

A, I did not, sir. Ido not know Mr. Flood ; and after the work was
assigned, I did not know that Mr Reed was employed by Mi -. Flood. I
did not know anything about it. In fact, I never mentioned the matter
to Mr. Flood or to Mr. Reed; I can say that, sir.

Q Well, did the influence Mr. Reed brought to bear upon the com-
mission have any influence at all as to who should do the painting ?

A. I think not.
Q. If you had known that he had been in the employ of Mr. Flood,

you would have gone a little further the other way, would you not ? If
you had known that Mr. Reed was in the employ of Mr. Flood at the
time he was asking that of you, you would have voted against Mr. Flood
on that account?

A. Ido not know, sir, with regard to Mr. Flood.
Q. I say, if you had known it ?

A. I dare say, sir.
Q. You would have thought the influence was being brought for some

purpose besides good feeling ?

A, It may not be improper for me to state that during the conversation
I was using my influence to have Mr. Reed appointed to a place in Fall
River, on the Fall River steamers. I think in the conversation he said to
me, “If I am not able to get that position, I should like to get some posi-
tion at the State House.” I think that was the conversation; I have
known Mr. Reed many years, sir.

Q. Mr. Reed did slate here, that in case Mr. Flood did get the job, he
was to be foreman of the job ?
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A. Nothing of that kind was said to me, sir.
Q. Did you have the examination of all those bills ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you examine the mason’s bills ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Did you see the mason’s bills ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You knew nothing about the price of stock in it ?

A. No, sir.
Q. I suppose you are acquainted somewhat with mason’s work ; what

is your idea of |l2O per thousand for fire-brick ?

A. I should think it was too large.
Q. How much too large ? What is the fair retail price ?

A. Well, sir, I don’t know that I am familiar with the prices for
brick, or the purchase of brick, so much so that I could give a fair price.

Q. Have you not purchased a great many fire-brick for your steam-
boilers ?

A. Not largely, sir.
Q. I mean by the thousand ?

A. That is usually assigned to the agent or treasurer.
Q. You are familiar with the price ?

A. lam not, sir.
Q. Well, give us your opinion of what you think should be charged

for them ?

A. Ido not know how I could answer that question.
Q. Very well, then. How about the cement? Are you familiar with

the buying of cement?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You purchase a great deal of it ?

A. Yes, sir, large quantities. lam not an agent or treasurer. lam
a director in a large number of manufacturing corporations in Fall River.
The purchase of such articles usually devolves upon the agent or treas-
urer.

Q. Have you not been in the habit of purchasing it ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Peirce. I supposed you were from the evidence that had been

given in here.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) I suppose you understood, Mr. Stickney,

when Mr. Simmons’s vouchers for lumber were presented, that they were
the original bills which he paid ?

A. I supposed they were, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you remember, at any time during the

period of the repairs on the State House, or since the commission was
appointed, of meeting Mr. Merrill in the rotunda of the Parker House,
when he was standing with another gentleman ?

A, Ido not recollect, sir, anything of the kind.
Q. When you shook hands with him, you do not know at the very time

who he was talking with ?

A. Ido not recollect, sir.
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Q. Now, personally, this is your own judgment I wish; Did you, as
one of the commission, consent that Mr. Wiley should be employed to do
work for the government in the matter of the State House repairs, and
that he should receive compensation therefor?

A. Well, sir; 1 gave my consent, I suppose. It was not by vote I
think. Ido not recollect any vote. In regard to compensation, Ido not
recollect that the matter was brought up at all in conversation in the
commission.

Q. Did you give your consent that he should receive compensation?
A. It was understood, sir, that he was to do the work.
Q. Did you give your consent personally?
A. Ido not recollect that I did, sir; except it was understood that he

should do the work. I did that, sir ?

Q. Well, did you give your consent ?

A. I presume I did, sir.
Q. When you learned he was doing the work, did you object to it?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did ybu, at any time, protest against his doing the work ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you believe it proper for a commissioner appointed upon a

commission, to make money out of his appointment ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you think his colleagues are justified in consenting to such an

arrangement ?

A. No, sir; Ido not know that they are.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Your recollection is the same as that of Dr.

Loring, that all these bills were examined and approved by the whole
commission, except that of Mr Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Did you suppose that Mr. Wiley was to be next

to the largest contractor on the State House job ?

A. I did not suppose his bills would be so large.
Q. It seems his bill is the second largest.
A. I did not know the magnitude of the job as far as the mason-work

was concerned ; I was not aware of it.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) “Voted, that the chairman, Mr. Stickney and

Mr. Kimball be a sub-committee to approve the material to be used.”
How far did that approval go ?

A. That committee was never called together, sir. I never knew
anything about it.

Q. Well, what do you understand by the vote which was passed?
A. I understand they were to have the selection and take charge of

the material used.
Q. As well as to quality and cost?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. The committee, then, never served ?

A. No, sir.
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Hon. John E. Sanford—Recalled.
The Chairman. We are ready to hear anything you have to say.
Mr. Sanforo. I prefer the Committee should question me, if they

desire to get any new information out of me,
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you heard the testimony of Dr. Coring,

just given ?

A. I have heard nearly all of it.
Q. I would like to ask what is your recollection with regard to the

conversation in the commission about stock and materials to be used in
the repairs of the State House,—whether it was understood, in your con-
versation, to apply to all materials ?

A I understood it to apply to everything, sir.
Q, Your recollection is the same as Mr. Stickney’s, with regard to the

approval of the bills; they were all approved by the commission, with-
out reference to a committee, except the bill of Mr. Flood ?

A. Not exactly.
Q Well, state what your recollection is.
A. The bills were scheduled at or about the time we first met, at the

commencement of the present session. Mr. Kimball had them analyzed
at the auditor's office, and then we took the bills one by one. I think we
took up the smaller bills first. My desire was to ascertain from the sub-
committee, which had had charge of the work, whether or not the bills,
conformed to the arrangements that had been made for doing the work.
Quite a number of bills there appeared to be no question about, and they
were approved without objection. When we came to the matter of the
larger bills,—Mr. Simmons’s bill, for instance,—which I recollect was
larger than was expected, my impression is that it was referred to Mr.
Wiley to see Mr, Simmons, examine the bill carefully, and report it to the
committee,—whether or not the work had been done that was charged
for, and whether proper prices were chai'ged for the work. When the
bill for plumbing came in, Mr. Kimball, as I recollect, criticised the bill
and expressed surprise,—a surprise which we all shared, I think,—that
the bill was so large. My impression is that that also was referred to Mr.
Wiley; and Mr. Wiley saw Mr. Barrett, and afterward reported to us that
he had seen him, and that he had procured from him an allowance for old
lead. The matter of old lead was a point to which Mr. Kimball had called
particular attention. Upon Mr. Wiley’s statement, and also upon the
examination which Mr. Kimball gave the bill, and upon the analysis
which was made, that bill finally was approved. lam not sure whether
other bills were referred to special committees or not; but the general
course in the approval of the bills was this; Mr. Stickney and myself,
or, I will speak for myself here,— I knew nothing at all of the work that
had been done, who had done it, or how it had been done. I knew
nothing at all of the prices, and consequently I relied upon the sub-com-
mittee who had had charge of the work. If the bill came up, which Dr.
Boring had had particular charge of,—for instance, the bill for the lanterns,
—I think Dr.Boring procured the lanterns,—and when the lantern bill came
up, we referred it to Dr. Boring. He looked it over, and we looked to him

66
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to see whether it was right or not. Dr. Loring looked the bill over and
pronounced it correct, and there being no objection to the lantern bill, it
was allowed. When other bills came up,—there was another for iron-
work, which, I think, Mr. Senator Rymes presented. I forget whether
Dr. Loring ordered that iron-work, or Mr. Wiley; but whoever ordered it,
the bill was referred to the proper member of the committee, who looked it
over, and stated to us that the bill was right according to the contract and
price. Then that bill was paid. So we went on from one bill to another.
I think the carpenter’s bill, the plumber’s bill, Mr. Wiley’s bill and Mr.
Flood’s bill were the last bills allowed.

Q. When Mr. Simmons’s bill was referred to Mr. Wiley, did you know
that Mr, Simmons had been at work for Mr. Wiley, and that Mr. Wiley
was at that time indebted to him ?

A. Not at all, sir.
Mr. Wiley. [lf the counsel will allow me.] The bill of Mr. Sim-

mons was never referred to me; that is a mistake on Mr. Sanford’s
part.

Mr. Sanford. Was it referred to anybody?
Mr. Wiley. No, sir.
Mr Sanford. I, of course, may be mistaken, if Mr Wiley says so ;

but my impression is that Mr. Wiley passed an opinion on Mr. Simmons’s
bill.

Mr. Wiley. I did not.
Mr. Sanford. Well, I may be mistaken; lam speaking from recol-

lection.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) When Mr. Simmons’s vouchers were pre-

sented, you understood them to be the original bills ?

A, I did not examine his vouchers. Mr. Wiley says he did not
examine that bill. Somebody did, and compared the vouchers with the
bills, and reported to us that it was all right. If it was not Mr. Wiley, it
was somebody else. I did not examine them personally.

Q. Well, you of course, no knowledge that these vouchers were
other than those that had been paid ?

A. Not at all, sir. I supposed the bill was correct, in fact, and an
honest bill.

Q. Do you know of any efforts made by Mr. Reed, the doorkeeper of
the Senate, to influence any member of the commission to secure the
painting for Mr. Flood P

A. I do not, sir. Mr. Reed never approached me upon the subject.
From time to time, as we met at the State House, I saw Mr. Reed in
attendance, I supposed as messenger upon the president of the Senate.
Wo met in his room, and Mr. Reed performed the same office which door-
keepers or messengers perform in a committee-room,—furnished us with
ice water, took care of our hats and coats, and I supposed he was there
in that capacity.

Q. You were not aware that he was in the employ of Mr. Flood ?

A. Not at all, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) About Mr. Wiley’s being employed on this

work,—was it done with your consent?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Or your approval ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Were you cognizant of the fact that he was to be a contractor to

the amount of over four-fifths of the whole ?

A. No, sir. At no meeting of the commission at which I was present
was it suggested that Mr. Wiley was to be employed as a contractor to
do this work. Mr. Wiley was appointed, I think, at our first meeting, to
examine the State House, and to report its condition, and what was neces-
sary to be done to put the building in condition, for painting particularly.
Mr. Wiley made a report, I remember, and stated that he had been over
the house, and, in some detail, what needed to be done. At that meeting,
my impression is that Mr. Wiley and Mr. Kimball were appointed a sub-
committee to make arrangements for doing the necessarywork, and what-
ever was needed to be done; but I never heard any suggestion that Mr_
Wiley was himself to do any work at all upon the State House. The first
intimation I had that Mr. Wiley had done work upon the State House
was when his bill was presented to me in the present legislature. I then
made some inquiry of one of my associates on the commission, and he
gave me his explanation. [To the Chairman.] I asked Mr. Kimball,
of Boston, how it happened that Mr. Wiley had a bill against the State
for work upon the State House. Mr. Kimball’s answer was substan-
tially this: “ The Lord knows; the first I knew, Mr. Wiley was going
it, and when he got to going it, he went it.” That is the only ex-
planation I have ever had upon that feature of the case.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) It was testified the other day, in regard to
carpets—and I noticed that some of the papers did not put in what was
testified to in regard to carpet in the president’s room and the carpet in
the speaker’s room—Major Morissey testified to taking the responsi-
bility of putting a new one down for the speaker himself. It might have
been inferred from the testimony, as reported in some of the papers, that
you had asked for it. Did you ask for it ?

A. No, sir; lof course did not know that I should have occasion to
occupy the speaker’s room again this winter. If I had anticipated that
fact, I should have been quite content with the carpet there was in the
room. It was good enough for me. I had no knowledge that any carpet
was put in the room which I occupy, until I came back this winter and
found a new one there. I went into the president’s room and saw that
he had a new one, and we had some little conversation about it. Dr.
Boring told me he selected his himself. I told him I much preferred to
have the sergeant-at-arms select my carpet, because I thought I had
much the handsomest one.

Mr. Churchill, Well, it is testified on the 424th page that they were
not requested to put one there.

Dr. Boring. I desire to say distinctly that I did not request it; I was
merely asked, after the decision had been made, to exercise my taste, and
I only regret that I did not ask the speaker to help me out in it.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) Another question I have asked the other
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commissioners,in addition to that asked you by Mr. Shaw: After you
learned that Mr. Wiley was doing this work, did you object?

A. I did not learn, sir, that he was doing this work until the work was
entirely done. The first knowledge I had of it was when the bill was
presented. I had no opportunity to object.

Q. Do you believe it to be proper for a commissioner, appointed to
represent the interests of the Commonwealth, to make money out of his
appointment ?

A, No, sir.
Q. Would you have objected, if you had known that one of the sub-

committee was taking this contract ?

A, I should, sir. I would not have given the contract to the best friend
I had in the world; if I had my own way 1 should desire to keep him out
of it.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You would, if he was on the commission P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whether you knew anything about this commission business upon

stock ?

A. I understand, sir, the arrangement to be this,—this of course was
expected to be a pretty large job. The intention was, that whoever was
employed to do the work should forego any profit whatever upon the
stock which he used here. What he paid for an article he should charge
for it; no more, no less; but that he should be allowed upon the help
which he employed the same price usually allowed by private parties
upon similar work. That I understand distinctly to be the agreement
when we decided that the work should be done by the day. There was
to be no profit upon the stock, or anything purchased to be used in doing
the work, but the usual allowance for a day’s labor on work of this kind
in the city of Boston. That I understand distinctly to be the understand-
ing of the whole commission. Of course, I can speak only for myself.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) The commission was present when that took
place ?

A. I think they were, sir; all present. I think Mr. Stickney was
present at this time.

Q. (By the Chairman.) That was to apply to all material P
A. I understand it so.
Q. No exceptions ?

A. No exception at all. I understand that to be the consideration
upon which the work was to be done by the day, rather than by the
contract.

Q (By Mr. Doherty.) Did you also understand that if the con-
tractor got a discount for cash, by paying his bills with his own money,
that, too, was to inure to the Commonwealth ?

A. Yes, sir; I understood that no contractor was to make one cent
for anything which he purchased for the State House. He was to give
his lowest cash price for stock.
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Hon. Moses Kimball—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Colburk.) I will ask you the same question I have

asked the other gentlemen: What is your recollection of the conversa-
tion among the commissioners, with regard to the profit on materials to
be used in repairs on the State House ?

A. I should answer distinctly, as Mr. Sanford has, that the under-
standing was that all articles were to be furnished at cost.

Q. Now, as to the examination of these bills; do you recollect who
examined Mr. Simmons’s bill ?

A. No, sir; it was not referred to any one in particular.
Q. But you understood that the vouchers furnished you for materials

were the original bills to him, did you not ?

A. I will not say that he said they were the original vouchers. I re-
quired that there should be some vouchers for his bill, and we summoned
him there, and he brought the vouchers. I put this question to him;
Whether the prices he had charged was the price paid according to his
bill, and he told me it was.

Q. What knowledge, if any, have you of any efforts made by Mr.
Reed P

A. Ido not know Mr, Reed, sir. I could not distinguish him from
others.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Did you, as one of the commission, consent
that Mr. Wiley should be employed at the State House, and that he should
receive compensation therefor ?

A. It is difficult to answer that question. Mr. Wiley was assigned
the work of looking after the mechanics. For instance, we found there
needed to be some slating done, and he spoke of Mr. Parker. lam not
certain but that he spoke of some other man. It was not until the bill
came in that I knew Mr. Wiley, with his own men, was doing work at the
State House.

Q. When was that ? Do you remember the date ?

A. Well, I believe the bill did not come in until about January.
Q. When you learned that he was at work, did you object ?

A. I have said that I did not learn that he was doing work for him-
self until his bill came in.

Q. And then you did not object?
A. Object to what, sir ?

Q. To his doing the work.
A. Weil, ifI did not know of it, how could I object. I found out after

I got there that he was a mason, and I was a little surprised that the
mason-work of laying the sidewalk was being done by some other man.

Q. Well, you did not know that he was to do the mason-work until
you saw his bill ?

A. No, sir; I distinctly stated that I did not know that Mr. Wiley was
at work for himself.

Q. Do you think it proper that a commissioner,appointed to represent
the interests of the Commonwealth, should make money out of his
appointment ?
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A. No, sir; I think if a mechanic is upon a committee, there is no im-
propriety in the committee allowing him to do the woi'k in his line of
business; so, if I had known that Mr. Wiley was a mason, I should not
have hesitated to have him do the mason’s work under our rule.

Q. You would not?
A. I should not. Iff was a mechanic, I should hesitate to take work

as a member of a commission.
Mr. Wiley. I would like to ask if Mr. Kimball did not know of the

drafts I made on the treasury, all through the season ?

Mr. Kimball. Not through the season.
Mr. Churchill. Well, you have answered my question: you think

his colleagues were justified in consenting to such an arrangement, but
you testify, as your opinion, that you would not take it yourself?

Mr. Kimball. Precisely.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) When you saw Mr. Wiley here, did you sup-

pose he was a commissioner looking after the work, rather than looking
after a job of his own ?

A. Certainly, sir.
Q. Do you recollect the time, or anywhere near the time, when an

error was found in Mr. Flood’s bill, where he bad charged $5 per pack for
gold-leaf?

A. Not $6 per pack; but where he had made a mistake in the number
of books.

Q. There was an error in the charge ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recollect what time that was ?

A. It must have been nearly or quite into January, because we did not
have his bills until he had completed his work. He had charged for 12
books of gold-leaf, and I said, “That cannot be right.” Then he said
it was 120 books, and I gave him the bill to correct, and he added the
cipher and made it 120 books.

Q. Well, do you know where he took it to correct it?
A. No, sir.
Q. How long before the corrected bill was returned ?

A. I could not say.
Q„ Immediately, or within a few hours ?

A. I could not tell when it was returned. I know it was returned, and
certain corrections were made ; for instance, he had taken off a dollar per
day on the polishers.

Q. You have been about the State House for some years as a repre-
sentative ; in your judgment, is filthy a proper term to apply to the
condition of the State House last fall ?

A. It needed painting very badly, sir.
Q, Should you think filthy was a proper term to apply to it ?

A. No, sir; but it was in a bad condition, and showed the character of
the paint which was put on before. It was evidently adulterated lead,
and had worn off, in many cases, through to the wood. It showed that
the defects of the former work were not any more in the workmen than
in the materials. I should suppose the fault was in the material. I know
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that somebody remarked that it looked more like whitewash than white
lead.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw ) Was your attention ever called to the amount of
plumbing they were doing here ?

A. No, sir; my attention was not called to it, except by seeing what
was going on.

Q. You knew something of it ?

A. Yes, sir; in visiting,—l managed to visit here once a week, and
sometimes twice a week, and to spend a few hours in looking over the
work individually,—l found plumbing going on, I spoke to Mr. Wiley
about it, and Mr. Wiley, I think, said that there was a lack of pans to
save the drip from the bowls, and it was dripping from the ceiling, and
the floor was rotting, and it was to be done, and he told Sim-
mons to get a plumber and to have what was necessary done.

Q. Well, it was left to Mr. Wiley, was it?
A. Yes, sir; in regard to all these mechanical matters, if they were

things which occurred here, we would speak to Mr. Wiley as if he were a
superintendent of the mechanical work; and, as I said before, when I
found they were tearing out, I spoke to Mr. Wiley, and he said he hadn’t
given any orders about it, but under the general order he had given to
Simmons to get a plumber, he assumed it was necessary to tear out all on
both sides. I objected again to it, and told him to look after the plumbers,
or there would be an enormous bill there. But the plumbers had gone so
far, there was nothing to be done, unless to get it back into shape.

Q. You had no knowledge that the painters, carpenter, slater and
plumber were all doing work on Mr. Wiley's house at the same time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Should you have objected if you had known it ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know that I should have objected to it; it was
none of my business.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) At the time this correction was made in Mr.
Flood’s bill about the gold-leaf, had any objection been made to the
amount of the bill to him ?

A. Yes, sir; I had objected from the time the bill was first presented.
I said it was an outrageous bill; it was all wrong, and I would not
stand it.

Q. But my question was, Had objection been made to Mr. Flood, that
his bill was too large, by you or any one of the commission in his pres-
ence, and had it been so stated to him ?

A At the time this correction was made ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. We sent for him, and I called attention to the different matters in

it, and finding it impossible to get at it, I, of ray own notion, had an
analysis made. You will see, if you look at the original bill, that the
items are charged so many laborers and pounds of lead, and so many
pounds of putty and so many laborers, and so on, and it is an utter im-
possibility to know how much zinc or other material was used. I then
went to one of the auditor’s clerks, and got him to analyze the hill, by
bringing the several items relating to each other together. When that
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was brought back, they were startled witli the amount of the different
items. We then sent for Mr. Flood, and, running it over, he said him-
self that the polishing was charged a dollar a day too much, and was
a mistake ; and in the gold-leaf there was a mistake. I called attention
to the various articles, and at last the statement was made, by me or some-
body else, “ I think you had better take this bill home and run over it
and correct it; the bill is very large.” The bill was brought back with
very trilling alterations.—O, I called attention to the charges for glass.—
The bill was then referred to Mr. Stickney, who was to have an interview,
and see some dealers, and try to arrange what amount should be paid on
the bill.

Q. So Mr. Flood, before he made this correction, knew distinctly that
this bill was objected to ?

A. Yes, sir; I stated to him that we objected to the bill, and he said
that he had charged it and he felt he had a right, and I proposed to him
that he cut his bill down in accordance with the vote, and then go to the
Committee on Claims and get such further allowance as he thought he
ought to have, and he said he did notrdesire to do that,

Q. (By Mr. Verry,) I understand you to say, Mr, Kimball, that you
did not know, during any time the work was going on here, that Mr.
Wiley was doing it?

A. Doing it for the members ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. All that you supposed that he was doing was to oversee the work ?

A. I supposed that he had given the job to these different plasterers,
whiteners and the masons, when I found that the mason was laying the
sidewalk, which was work which he did.

Q. You did not know that he was paid considerable sums of money
on his own account, during the progress of the work?

A, No, sir; I presume Mr. Wiley has asked me that question, and it
rather staggered me. I might have known that money was paid to his
order, but still it would not alter my feeling that it was to pay these
parties, whom he had employed.

Mr. Verry. It is so long ago since that testimony was taken, I may
be wrong about it, and if I am wrong I wish Mr, Wiley to correct me.
My recollection is, Mr. Wiley testified that he was set to work, by a vote
of the commission, to do this work.

Mr. Wiley, I did testify so, and thought that was a fact.
A. (By Mr. Verry.) Well, I want to call your attention particularly

to that—whetheryou have any recollection of anything of the kind?
A. (By Mr. Kimball.) I remember nothing of the kind; at any rate

it was not a matter of record of the committee, and for the first few days
we made a record of everything. That was done until we got on in the
work.

Q. I remember Mr. Wiley saying, with some positiveness of belief,
that there must be some such record, a record of some such vote as that;
you have produced all the records that you made ?
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A. Yes, sir; a copy of them is with the counsel; I produced the
records, and made a copy.

Q. That is all there are ?

A. Yes, sir; as far as we kept them; and that is all that were kept.
Q. Was there ever anything said among the members of the commis-

sion as to what profit upon labor the contractors were to receive ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Whether it would be half a dollar a day or a dollar ?

A. Not to my knowledge or remembrance. I may state in this case
that I started the thing first. When we got together, I said the interest
of the Commonwealth is to have this work done with the best material,
and done in the best manner; that of course the Commonwealth does not
desire to have the work done by any mechanic without his being prop-
erly paid; and the way to get good work, and to have it done in the best
manner, would be to pay by the day and furnish the best material. The
commission all assented to that, and voted to do it, the intent being to
pay the same wages that the master-mechanics are allowed to charge in
their regular trade. Mr. Stickney afterwards proposed that we purchase
the lead and paint-oil, etc., and, after discussion, it was thought by some
of the gentlemen that mechanics knew better what was wanted; and in-
asmuch as we were to have it at cost, and there was to be no profit on it,
it was better to let them get it. Then a committee was appointed to
supervise the material to be used, consisting of the chairman of the com-
mittee, Mr. Stickney and myself. As Mr. Stickney has told you, we were
never called together, and did nothing in that direction.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Did you understand that these mechanics were
to charge jobbing-prices for doing such a job as this; for instance, the
painter and mason were to charge a profit on a large job of this kind ?

A. The distinct understanding of all of them, I believe, was that there
was to be a fair master-mechanic’s price for their men, and that the mate-
rial was to be furnished at cost. The matter that is in our records in re-
gard to commissions and discounts, and that they should inure to the
State, was upon my motion,knowing, in a certain kind of mechanics, that
thing was made a large source of emolument.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) The conversation among the commissioners
took a much wider scope than that vote, didn’t it ?

A. Yes, sir, it did, as we all talked it over; we five gentlemen meet-
ing with the same purpose; namely, to get the work done in the most
economical manner for the Commonwealth, and the talk was the same as
partners would have as to the cost of doing their business.

Q. But it was not limited to painting and gold, was it P
A. The record of the vote is limited to the painting and gold; the

tenor of the conversation was as to all material.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) I understand Mr. Kimball to say, or Mr. Wiley,

that there was no vote taken upon the employment of Mr. Wiley on
this work P

A. I have no recollection of any such vote.
Q. Have you the original records ?

A. Yes, sir.
67
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Q This is a copy, is it not ?

A. Yes, sir; a copy in pencil, is it not? I made a copy. [Mr.*Col-
bm-n, handing the copy to witness.] Yes, that is my writing.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Well, then, I will ask you the same question I
asked Mr. Stickney. You appear to be on the sub-committee on this
matter. That is the vote, “That the Chairman, and Mr. Stickney and Mr.
Kimball be a sub-committee to approve the material to be used.” Now,
what do you understand that to mean ?

A. I understand it was our duty to approve it. Mr. Stickney first
proposed that the committee should purchase the oil and the lead, and,
after a conversation, that was voted down, or, rather, it was dropped; then
that vote was passed subsequently.

Q. That included all the stock on the building ?

A. Yes, sir; Iso understood it; we were to have a general supervision
of the stock used, because I had stated that, unfortunately, in previous
times, the lead used on the State House had, as I have been told, been
adulterated to the extent of 40 per cent, of barytes, and our object was to
get the purest of lead.

Q. Did that committee ever come together ?

A. No, sir.
Q. And, therefore, you never did consult in regard to the price of the

material ?

A. No, sir. I want this Committee to understand that I was all the
time a minority on the main committee, and a minority on the sub-
committee.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Were you alone on the sub-committee ?

A. On the sub-committee ?

Q. No, in the minority.
A. No, sir; not always.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Then I don’t understand any such vote as this

being taken, “The vote was for me (Mr. Wiley) to do all the mason-work
and whitening, etc. lam myself willing to take my oath that Mr.
Kimball made the motion.”

A. I never heard of it; I could not have made the motion not know-
ing what the gentleman’s trade was.

Q, There appears no such record on the minutes ?

A. No, sir; if there had been such a vote, I think it would have been
on the minutes, because at the earlier meetings we made a record of
everything. It was kept on a sheet of paper merely for our guidance
from meeting to meeting.

Q. (By Mr Colburn.) You informed Mr. Clark, did you, that he
had the outside painting ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you inform any of the others ?

A. No, sir; I had nothing to do with anybody else but Mr. Clark. In
this connection, I may as well say—you were speaking about some car-

pentering work being done—that we supposed it would be a very moderate
amount, merely repairs, and I told Mr. Wiley I knew a good man and
would send him up. I did send a man that occasionally worked for me
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not a man, as I see stated here, who was connected with the Museum at
all, a man whom some of your Committee know ; he came up and found
there was a great deal of loose scrambling to do, and, being lame with the
rheumatism, he said, “ I am afraid I would not give satisfaction, and that
you must have somebody else; I could not climb about the house, and
it is work which requires supervision.” I mentioned this to Mr. Wiley,
and, upon that, told him he should get somebody else, and I presume he
did so.

Mr. Wiley. I would like to ask Mr. Kimball if I did not speak to
him about Mr. Simmons ?

Mr. Kimball. I think not; I told you, at any rate, you better get
somebody.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) All these mechanics who have brought in
bills here have charged a profit on their materials, with the exception of
Mr. Clark. Now, do you know who applied to any of the others—who
informed them that they were to have the work P

A. No, sir; Ido not. I think with regard to Mr. Wiley—Mr. Wiley
being associated with us—that Dr. Coring and myself fell back on him
to get the men. It is very natural that he should have paid them, I
know. For instance, with regard to Mr. Parker, he spoke to me, and
when the steps had to be done, he got Mr. Meany, just as I should have
done, if I was in his place.

Q. Excepting that you would have informed them there was to be no
profit on stock.

A. I don’t know that I should have done that.
Q. That was your understanding, that that was what was to be done ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did that carpenter, whom you sent up here, say

it was too warm for him to work up here, or that it would not be
pleasant, from the manner he was received at the State House?

A. He looked over it, and came down, and said, “ I don’t think I can
give you satisfaction up there; it is an awkward kind of a job.”

Q. Did you infer, from what he said, that he was not the man to do
the job ?

A. I inferred that there had been some cold water thrown on him
here, and he did not want to go into this job.

Q. I have never seen the gentleman referred to, but I understand he
made the remark that it was too warm for him to do the job up here ?

I have never talked with him myself, and only asked that question from
what I have heard.

A. I saw a statement in the papers that the plumber testified here,
with regard to Mr. Kimball, that he saw Mr. Kimball about the price of
work. I did not know the plumber; besides, I don’t know that I ever
saw anybody but the journeymen and the helper, when I came to look up
here; and I see also a statement that I told Mr, Wiley' to look after him,
and that there would be a large bill for plumbing. I never told him
that; I told Mr. Wiley, and. remember very distinctly telling Mr Wiley,
to look after him, and there would be a large bill run up, if he did not
mind. Then again, in this testimony, as reported in the papers, ho said 1
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charged him with taking load; I think if my first statement is looked at,
I said there were 3,000 pounds of lead put in, and there ought to he a
large amount of old lead, which was taken out, credited, and I spoke to
Mr. Wiley about it, and he said he would sec about it, and finally Mr.
Wiley said some of it was credited.

Mr. Colburn. So the original bill did not credit any lead.
Q. (By Mr. Kimball.) Mr. Wiley, the original bill had a little cred-

ited on it, didn’t it ?

A. (By Mr. Wiley) Yes, sir; there was a little.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) Wasn’t the other lead down in the base-

ment?
A. (By Mr. Wiley.) I don’t know anything about that.
Mr. Fitzgerald. He so stated it to the Committee, and that he hadn’t

taken it at all.

Testimony of Robert R. Wiley—Recalled.
The Chairman. You have an opportunity, now, to say anything in

explanation of your direct testimony which you gave previously, if you
wish

Mr. Wiley. All I have got to say, is, lam positive, when Mr.Kimball
and myself were put on this committee, and we came up and had our
talk, that I stated to him that I was a mason, and I supposed, and do now,
that he supposed I was doing this work myself, right along.

Q. Did you ever say to him, at any time, that you were doing mason-
work P

A. lam positive I spoke to him when I came out; he and I were the
first that were chosen; Dr. Loring was added afterwards.

Q. Have you any recollection as to the time ?

A. When we came out to see about doing parts of the work.
Q. What parts ?

A. He and I were chosen a sub-committee to see about doing the
mason-work and the carpentering and the slating.

Q. Did you have any conversation with him relative to whom the
money went to when you drew from the treasury P

A. No, sir. When he went with me on certain things, he spoke about
Mr. Meany, and a vote was taken on that, as I have said before, and also
on alterations on the windows. Mr. Kimball was there, and we took a

vote on it.
Q. Did you ever have any knowledge of the character of Simmons’s

bill as to the charges on the stock ?

A. No, sir; nothing.
Q. Do you know whether he charged 100 or 500 per cent. ?

A. No, sir; Ido not.
Q. Were there any of the other bills that were presented that you did

scrutinize more closely than that—these vouchers for materials?
A. No, sir; I don’t know that there was any, except it was Mr Flood’s

bill, which has already been stated.
Q. (By Mr, Terry.) Did you have, as you paid the money—l don’t

know whether you know anything about this, but I suppose the money
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was paid; it has been testified it was paid from month to month to the
contractor who had the work—did you ever render to the committee,
from month to month, an itemized bill of the amount of labor and
materials which they had furnished ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How did you find out how much money to pay Mr. Simmons, say

on the Ist of October P
A. How did I know how much ?

Q. Yes.
A. He brought the vouchers in and said he wanted so much money.
Q. Did you give it to him without asking how much he had earned ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Never asked him how much he had earned P
A. No, sir.
Q. Gave him everything he asked for ?

A. Yes, sir; gave him everything he asked for. Well, I don’t know
about giving him everything.

Q. That is the way you paid it P
A. Yes, sir; and Mr. Clark the same.
Q. And the bills for labor and materials were never rendered to the

commission until after the work was entirely completed ?

A. They were not, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colbuen.) In other words, you paid him so much on

account, without knowing whether he was overpaid for the work he had
done or not ?

A. The supposition was, that nobody was overpaid at all.
Q. But you had no knowledge of it; it was only a supposition ?

A. No, sir; I had no knowledge.
Q. On page 351 you are reported as saying: “ Mr. Simmons’s bill was

some |53 or f64,1 think.” Have you any correction you wish to make in
reference to that ?

A. Certainly; I stated f530 and something.
Q. I think you stated before, you recommended Mr. McDonald to

Mr. Flood as a foreman ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Mr. Reed has testified here that Mr. Flood promised him the fore-

manship of this job, if he got it; but, when he got it, he found he could
not give it to him, and then gave him other compensation.

A. I did not know that Mr. Reed was employed by Mr. Flood, or had
anything to do with Mr. Flood whatever.

Q. That is not my question. Do you know what influence was
brought to bear on Mr. Flood, that he should not appoint Mr. Reed ?

A. No, sir.
Q. No influence that you brought to bear ?

A. No, sir; not a thing that I did.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Then, Mr. Wiley, you took no means of ascer-

taining whether these different parties had done the amount of work they
asked money for; you took their word for it ?

A. Nothing more than I saw the men working around here.
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Q. If they had asked double the amount, you would have given it ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know about that; I think you could form some
idea of it.

Q Well, you say you had no means of knowing ?

A. No, sir; I had not. Mr. Clark, at first, asked for $5,000, and the
last time lie asked was for $2,000; he asked twice; other parties—the
smaller parties—asked oftener.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) How far had Mr. Clark got his work along ?

A. When he asked for $5,000 ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I guess the outside had been gone over once, and he had got to

work on the second coat. I don’t know when Mr. Clark came. I think
it was afterwards that he came with Dr. Coring or Mr. Kimball, or not
until after he was paid.

Q. In paying this money, you gave vouchers, did you, to the con-
tractors, or an order on the auditor ?

A There was a voucher made out by the auditor, and signed by each
party.

Q. Each one of the commissioners ?

A. No, sir; by the party drawing the money.
Q. Well, how did the auditor know he should pay them that money P
A. I think it was signed by two of the commissioners, or the chair-

man would sign it, and two of the members would see it before it was
signed.

Q. Would the chairman sign that unless he had authority from one
of the other commissioners ?

A. I suppose not; I know he called my attention several times to
parties asking for money.

Q. Have you any recollection of signing any voucher for money ?

A. I have no recollection of signing.
Q. No recollection of signing at all ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul ) You were speaking about Mr. Heed. You said

you knew nothing about any influence being used to get Mr, Reed the
position of foreman ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You know what Mr. Reed’s testimony was ?

A. I understood he testified—
Q, That he was promised it by Mr. Flood P
A. Ybs, sir.
Q. Will you tell us what influence was brought to bear to get Mr.

McDonald the place ?

A. No influence whatever; only I spoke to Mr. Flood, and told him I
would like him to put Mr. McDonald in. He knew Mr. McDonald, and
they had worked, in years goneby, in a shop together.

Q. Were you aware at that time that he had promised that job to
another man ?

A. No, sir; I was not.
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Q. In your other testimony, yon speak of Mr. McDonald being a
driving man, and a man the men didn’t like.

A. I have heard men say that who worked here, and I have also heard
it outside.

Q. Well, from the testimony which we have had from the auditor and
adjutant-general that he was called a driver, was it because he drove a
great many of the men into the smoking-room ?

A. There was a great many rooms in which a man could be seen all
the time; I never saw them in the smoking-room. As I understood it,
that smoking-room was down stairs, and was where the stock was kept,
and it was locked, and was only open when McDonald went into it. I
always came into the basement when I came up here, and certainly I
never saw parties loafing in there; I saw them there sometimes getting
glass out and a keg out.

Q. So far as you saw, the men worked as well in this building as you
ever saw them work on ordinary work P

A. Yes, sir; so far as I saw them.
Mr. Chukchill. Mr. Shaw’s questions are on the SlBth page in regard

to this matter, if he wants to continue them, and Mr. Colburn’s questions
also.

Q. (By Mr. Peiece.) Did you say McDonald came here at your
request?

A. I asked Mr. Flood to put him on.
Q. Did you state, further, why you wanted McDonald to go on P
A. No, sir.
Q. Not for the interests of the commission, and to look out for the

interests of the State ?

A. No, sir; I did not. I knew he was loafing at that time.
Q. Are you aware that McDonald has testified to that effect?
A. No, sir.
Mr. Peirce. It appears on page 78, Mr. Chairman, that the question

was asked of Mr. McDonald at whose request he came here, and he stated
at Mr. Wiley’s request, and then follows:—“ Q. In whose employ ?

A. Mr. Flood’s. In the interests of the commission, to look after the
interests of the State.”

A. I thought he would be a good man, and I think so now.
Mr. Doherty. That was McDonald’s testimony, was it ?

Mr. Peirce, Yes, sir.
Mr. Doherty. That is his supposition.
Mr. Peirce. I don’t know whether it was his supposition or not; I

took it simply as he gave it to me.
Mr Doherty. Ho said he was in the employ of Mr. Flood, and he felt

it his duty to look after the interests of the commission as well as the
interests of Mr. Flood. The next question is: “Q. You then felt it your
duty to look after the work in the interests of the commission as well as
for the interests of Mr. Flood? A. Yes, sir.”

Mr. Peirce. That is all true; I did not read anything farther, you
know.

Mr. Churchill. This testimony, Mr. Chairman, is on the 318th and
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314th pages—the testimony ofMr. Warner and Mr. Endicott and General
Cunningham Perhaps Mr. Wiley ought to be entitled to read that testi-
mony.

Witness. I should say so, because I was there, I will not say every
day. I was there very often, and certainly, if there was any mistake, I
don’t see why they should not have complained to me.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) It seems to be the general testimony that
there was a good deal of loafing going on.

A. General Cunningham called on me once or twice, and I think on
Dr. Coring also. He wanted some alteration made in some windows in
his room, and we did them; certainly there was never any complaint
about any of the men loafing in the building, and I saw General Cun-
ningham often.

Q. You say General Cunningham spoke to you ?

A. Yes, sir; I passed the time of day with him.
Q. Did he make any statement of the manner in which the work was

progressing ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Didn’t he say to you, that when he was in the vicinity of some of

the painters, that they made remarks of this nature, that “ They were
damned glad that his throat would soon be cut, owing to a new adminis-
tration P ”

A. No, sir.
Q. Or remarks which could not be answered ?

A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. And that they were very glad he was going to get out of his office ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know how they knew.
Q. Don’t know how they knew what ?

A. I don’t think there was anybody that would make those remarks.
Mr. Verry. It was prophecy.
Mr Churchill. That is all it was.
Mr. Verry. Not in this instance truer than history,
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) In regard to this matter of your receiving this

work, you stated a short time ago that you wished to correct that state-
ment you made then. In what form do you wish to correct it now P

A. What is that, sir ?

Q. In regard to having the work—the vote of the committee in refer-
ence to commissions.

A. I was positive that I should oversee the work; lam positive about
my talking with Mr. Kimball that I should do this work. Now, Mr.
Kimball lias stated pretty positively that there could be no commissions
on this work, and I went down to Mr. Kimball, and got a copy of the
records.

Q. Got that with you now ?

A. No, sir; and, voluntarily,since that time, he has stated to me, that,
under that vote, I was entitled to a commission.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) That is, he stated that, under the vote, you
were entitled to a commission ?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. But did he say that among the commissioners there was any talk
about no commissions being charged ?

A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. So he never stated to you anything contradicting his testimony

here, which he has just given.
A, No, sir; he spoke about that original which you have a copy of

there; it refers to paint, glass, etc.
Q. He said, under this vote, if there was nothing else, you were en-

titled to the commission P
A. No, sir; he did not express it in that way, but that under the vote

I was entitled to the commission.
Q; (By Mr. Shaw.) Well, to what extent were you entitled to a

commission—on everything you employed outside ?

A. No, sir; I don’t know that it said anything about that. The price
of laborers was to be the same as charged by everybody.

Q. (By Mr. Merry.) Mr. Wiley, you have assumed to pay Mr.
Mitchell and Mr. Baxter ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You were treating them as your help ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And were paying them in here as your laborers ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, now, do you know how many days Mr. Baxter worked for

you, and his men ?

A. I don’t know; I have only his word for it.
Q. And the same with regard to Mr. Mitchell ?

A. The same, sir.
Q. And you have no means of informing the Committee whether Mr.

Baxter’s work, as he has charged, was performed or was not performed ?

A. I have not, sir.
Q. Did it ever occur to you that it was a little dangerous to do busi-

ness in that way ?

A. That is the way I have always done it. I have done a great deal
of day-work, and I never have had any trouble with Baxter’s work. 1
have had men do work on copper gutters; when I got their bill I charged
from that. I have paid thousands of dollars in that way.

Q. Well, let me illustrate that a little. Mr. Baxter comes inhere to
sustain your charge against the Commonwealth P

A. Yes, sir; the bill he gave me,

Q. He does not know anything about it himself, and don’t profess to.
A. I supposed ho would; I supposed he kept his own time.
Q. Well, he did not; he don’t profess to know anything about it. He

has not got any charge of it at all, except one, which was made up a great
while after it was done.

A, Well, that is not the general way of parties doing labor, that I have
run foul of.

Q. Is it quite prudent for you to assume a bill of that kind, and under-
take to be responsible for it, without being able to satisfy this Committee
that it was correct ?

68
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A. I should not want to do it a second time.
Q. I .should not want to do it the first time.
A. Well, I did not know about it.
Q Well, didn’t you know it was your duty to know about it?
A. I did not know, sir.
Q. Well, didn’t you know that doing work around the State House

always had a tendency to corrupt the workmen ?

A. I don’t know that I did, sir.
Q, (By Mr. Shaw.) Now, Mr. Wiley, if you had a large contract,

should you run it in that way ?

A, If I had a large contract, I should do it, probably, all myself.
Q. I suppose you would do the mason-work yourself; but if you had

to employ painters, plumbers, and everything in a large building, should
you go and pay their bills which they brought in ?

A, If I took a contract, I should get their bids, and put them all
together.

Q. Well, supposing you had to get some done by the day?
A. Then I would do it in that way, and let them go on and do it.
Q. And pay whatever bills they bring in ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, I don’t'think you would be a contractor long, if you acted in

that way.
A. I have done many thousand dollars’ worth of work in that way.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) Mr. Wiley, in your conversation with

those parties who were employed in behalf of the commission,—l take for
instance, Mr. Barrett,—was it understood between you and him, you speak-
ing for the commission, or Mr. Simmons speaking for you and the com-
mission, that Mr. Barrett, —I take him as an example, because lam more
interested in him than I am in anybody else connected with this case,—was
it understood between you and him, or between Mr. Simmons, you and
him, that he should buy the material at the lowest market price, and take
the money out of his own pocket, and be accountable for it, and give it to
the State of Massachusetts, and work up here and charge nothing, or did
you simply ask him to come and work here, and was the understanding
that he should charge the ordinary price that he always charged and
would charge you if you asked him to come and do the plumbing on your
house ?

A. I did not have an}"- talk with him about it; I talked with Mr. Sim-
mons, and told him to get a plumber and get the work done.

Q. Was there any talk at all, with any of them, that they should sup-
ply the material, and just charge precisely what they paid for it, and that
they should deal differently with the State than with other parties for
whom they worked ?

A. No, sir.
Q. The understanding was, that they should do what they ordinarily

did for other parties ?

A. The understanding was, that I authorized Simmons to get a
plumber to do the work.

Q. It was not understood the commission should supply this material ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. This vote was merely a dead-letter, then ?

A. I have taken this ground all along, that this vote in the committee
was on the painters.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And that there was no other talk about any
discounts in the committee P

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Can you conceive of any equity, Mr. Wiley,

why the painter should not have the discount, and you should ?

A. I stated before, that I thought the stock would pay for the whole
dilference in the bill.

Q. Why, because of the quantity ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Furnishing so large a quantity ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. They should not charge anything?
A. That was all the vote, and all I ever understood.
Q. I see what the vote was; I was trying to get at your idea, what

you would say about it.
A. That was it.
Q. It is on account of the quantity ?

A. Exactly; I didn’t suppose, at the time this plumbing was required,
that there would be so much of it.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Do you know of any reason why, for the last
three or four days before Mr. Flood went to woi'k, there was a change in
regard to the foreman here ?

A. No, sir; I never saw a thing, and I want to say one word in regard
to this carpenter-work, which has been brought up here by a gentleman.
He came in, and I went around with him, as any gentleman would go,
and showed him what was to be done, and there was not a word said or
passed, and he was not in the building over half an hour, and said, when
he went out, he would send the carpenters to go to work at seven o’clock
the next morning, and I was there to meet them.

Q. (By Mr. Merry.) You refer to the carpenter who didn’t do the
work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You heard what Mr. Simmons testified to about

making out fraudulent bills ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, he says it was a custom for all of them to do so P
A. I only speak for myself.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Any of these men who furnished bills to j’ou,

—have you any reason to suppose they followed Mr. Simmons’s example P
A. No, sir; no reason at all,
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Flood testified as follows:—“Q, Mr. Mc-

Donald came to you, I believe, on the recommendation of Mr. Wiley, one
of the commissioners? A. Yes, sir, he did. Q. And he says he re-
garded himself practically foreman for the commission? A. Yes, sir;
that was so.” And then, in answer to this : “Q. Mr. Wiley being one of
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the commissioners, and knowing him, you felt you would be safe in
putting him on, knowing he would keep the time correctly ? A. Yes,
sir; he was a very accurate and correct man.” Now, as I said before,
you do not recommend him any further than as a competent man of busi-
ness ?

A. That is all I remember, sir.
Q. Didn’t consider him foreman for the commissioners ?

A. I don’t think any of the commissioners knew him, except me.
Q. It appears Mr. Flood knew him ?

A. Well, Mr. Flood was not one of the commissioners.
Mr. Peirce. Well, it appears from Mr. Flood, that McDonald was

the foreman for the commissioners.
Mr. Churchill. I understand the answer, and I think this will give

some explanation to that. On the 360th page, in answer to my question
to him, Mr. Wiley says he was a sub-committee of the sub-committee,
and on the 364th page he testifies as follows:—“ Q. If you were a
sub-committee of a full committee—call it a commission if you will—-
of a hundred members, and they appointed a sub-committee consist-
ing of three, four, five or six members, the sub-committee would con-
sider they had a right to go on and not be interfered with by the hun-
dred commissioners P A. Yes, sir. Q. And it would not be the duty
of that commission of a hundred to interfere with your work? A. No,
sir; not in that form.” I think that explains, Mr. Peirce. Mr. Wiley
understood himself that he was a sub-committee of the sub.

Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) Mr. Wiley, do you remember Mr. Kim-
ball’s testimony previously about the old lead; he said that you told
him that you had got an allowance for that? Well, what explanation
did Mr. Barrett give about that old lead ?

A. That some of the old lead was stolen.
Q. Did Barrett state to you, or have you any recollection of it, that

the old lead was down in the basement, and that he had never taken it
away, and did not charge for it ?

A. No, sir; I asked him about the old wash-bowls, and he said they
were down in his shop. I don’t remember anything about the lead in the
basement.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) He did carry the old wash-bowls down into
his shop ?

A. lie carried them somewhere.
Q. And gave no credit for them ?

A. No, sir; he said they were worth nothing.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Do you know anything about his selling win-

dows?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you give him any authority ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Or to give any awayP
A. No, sir.
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Cross-examined by Mr, Doherty.

Q. Mr. Wiley, I would like to ask you a question or two. Mr. Mc-
Donald testifies that he was recommended by you to Mr. Flood?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That, I believe, you have also stated ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. For foreman ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You had known McDonald for some time P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You regarded him as a competent man ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. And a reliable man ?

A. I did.
Q. And a faithful man ?

A. I did, sir.
Q. And for that reason you recommended him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And believed him to be so at the time you recommended him ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Have you had any reason to change your opinion since ?

A. I have not, sir.
Q. And believe him to be so now ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Should you think the account of the time he kept was a correct

account P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And also the stock account ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And when he said he looked after the men well, would you believe

him ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. And he is capable of telling the number of men employed here on

the average; he is capable of judging of them?
A. Yes, sir; he has been foreman for a long while.
Q. Have you yourself any idea of the number of painters employed;

about how many ?

A. No, sir.
Q. There is some question raised here whether or not he was the

commissioners’ foreman—l don’t pretend that he was. Mr. McDonald
says he regarded himself as such. I will read his evidence to you:
“Q. Did you ever work for Mr. Flood before you were at work on the
State House? A. No, sir. Q. At whose request did you come here ? A.
At Mr. Wiley’s request.” Mr. McDonald testifies that he felt it to be his
duty to look after the interests of the commissioners as well as the
interests ofMr. Flood. Then Mr. Flood’s testimony is:—“ Q. McDonald
came to you, I believe, on the recommendation of Mr Wiley, one of the
commissioners? A. Yes, sir, he did. Q. And he says he regarded
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himself, practically, foreman for the commission? A. Yes, sir; that
was so. I will answer that question by saying that I have known Mr.
McDonald for years; have known him to be foreman of a shop which
had done a large amount of business, and was myself cognizant of the
fact that ho was competent, or I would not have put him here. I question
very much whether I would have done so, even if asked by Mr. Wiley.”
Now, from you knowledge of McDonald, who was here as foreman, was
he a man that would look after the interests of the State as well as the
interests of Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Even if employed by Mr. Flood, he would look after the interests

of the State as well ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. By Mr. Colburn.) But he would not have lost the time-book ?

A. I don’t know that I ought to answer that question.
Q. In your opinion, do you think he would have lost the time-book?
[No answer was given to this question ]

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You were one of the commissioners?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And were here considerably ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where are your charges for your services ?

A. Profit on my men.
Q, Had any other charges ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Made no charge for a day’s work for yourself on your bill ?

A. No, sir.

Daniel A. Twigg—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you performed the duty that we

asked you to ?

A. I have, to the best of my knowledge, sir.
Q. In connection with Mr. Merritt ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you made up your estimates ?

A. I have, sir.
Q. And have them in form, to be presented to the Committee?
A. Yes, sir; Mr. Merritt has got them in his possession.
Q. Will you read them ?

A. Seven hundred eighty-seven dollars is the total; Mr. Merritt will
read them.

Mr. Doherty. Won’t you read the items yourself, if you please ?

Witness. I have not read them over myself.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Did Merritt write it ?

A. Yes, sir.
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[The witness then read the following statement: —

Sergeant-at-arms’ room, f2O 00
Sayings Bank Commissioner’s, 10 00
Auditor’s private, ~ 8 00
Auditor’s clerks’—l, 10 00
Auditor’s clerks’—2, 5 00
Treasurer’s private, 8 00
Treasurer's office, 15 00
Tax Commissioner’s office (new—means new piece of work;

viz., bookcase), 11 00
Watchman’s room, S 60
Room A, 2 00
Surgeon-General’s, 20 00
Lower Document room, . 15 00
Agricultural (2 rooms), 18 00
Visiting agent’s, 3 00
Land office, 3 00
Secretary of State’s, . . . . , 55 00
Adjutant-General—clerk’s room, 10 00
Adjutant-General’s, 15 00
Secretary of Board of Charities’, 10 00
Messengers’ room and water-closet, 6 00
Boom No. 8, 2 00
General Agent’s room, State Charities, 20 00
Post-office and reading-room, 15 00
Clerk of House, 20 00
House lobby, between Senate, 6 00
Senate Chamber, 140 00
Clerks’ room, Senate, 6 00
President’s room, Senate, 12 00
Senate water-closet and reading-room, 5 00
Room No, 2, 6 00
Rooms No. 3 and 4, 10 00
Room No. 6, •

. 8 00
Room No. 7, 6 00
Blue room, 12 00
Room No. 11, 3 00
Room No. 12, 5 00
Speaker’s room, 15 00
Governor’sMessenger room, 7 00
Governor’s rooms, 25 00
Council Chamber, 20 00
House of Representatives, 75 00
Room No. 13, . 5 00
Room No. 14, 6 00
Room No. 15, 8 00
Room No. 16 5 00
Room No. 18, 00
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Green room, $2B 00
Water-closets, 12 00
Stair rails, 60 00

?787 00
Joseph Merritt.
Daniel A. Twigg.]

Witness. The water-closets include five or six. Makes a total of
|787, and includes stock.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Does Mr. Merritt sign that with you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) I did not hear you speak of the Green room?
A. Yes, sir; the Green room, $2B.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. What basis did you have in forming the estimate of the work ?

A. What basis ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. On the same footing that Sir. Flood got at it.
Q. On the same footing as Mr. Flood got at it; how is that ?

A. Looking at it, and seeing what it is; and that is more than Mr.
Flood did, because he had no experience at all on this kind of work.

Q. Well, Mr. Flood made no estimate on the polishing, did he ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, if he made no estimate, what is your judgment based on?
A. My judgment was based on knowing the condition of the desks

and furniture.
Q. Well, you didn'tknow what the condition was beforehand, did you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What means had you of knowing the condition before?
A. I was here before the work was done, and looked at the Governor’s

room, the Council room, and the Representatives’ room.
Q. Now, you came on the 28th of November?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And Merritt came on the 11th of September ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And other men were polishing before you came ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you did not know the condition of the work before you came ?

A. I saw the Governor’s room, the Council Chamber and the Repre-
sentatives’ room.

Q. Well, what you saw—but what you didn’t see; you didn’t know the
condition of that, did you ?

A. Well, I saw other rooms, and judged from what I had done, and
what I saw done, and formed the opinion ; the tables were all of the same
valuation in all of the rooms, and they didn’t vary much in price.

Q. The tables might have been of the same value, but wouldn’t the
condition of the tables differ somewhat ?
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A. They do, sir; according to the size of the table.
Q. And the condition of the table ?

A. The condition was pretty nearly the same in all cases.
Q. You mean to say that the condition of the furniture that you saw

was pretty much the same as that which you didn’t see ?

A. Pretty near, sir,
Q. Well, tell us how you know it ?

A. Well, I was in the Governor’s room and the Council Chamber and
the Representatives’ room.

Q. lam speaking of what you didn’t see. How do you know about
the condition of that which you didn’t see ?

A. There were very few rooms which I didn’t see; I went through
nearly all of the rooms.

Q. Well, polishing ?

A. No, sir, looking at it.
Q. What were you sent here to do P
A. To labor.
Q. Do you call that laboring ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Part of your business, when you were sent here to labor, was to go

through the different rooms ?

A. Yes, sir; that was part of my business.
Q. Well, you spent part of your time in going through the different

rooms in this State House.
A. Yes, sir'; partly for my business, and partly for curiosity ?

Q. Partly for your business, and partly for curiosity ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Didn’t you come here to work ?

A. Yes, sir; I guess they were not in very much of a hurry how I
should work here.

Q. Wasn’t in very much of a hurry; we will see about that. On whose
part was there no desire to hurry ?

A. Mr. Flood’s part.
Q. You did not hurry yourself?
A. No, sir.
Q. Then there was not much curiosity to hurry on your part ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Is that your general way of doing business?
A. No, sir; it is not. I always had a good name for working from

those with whom I worked in my shop,’
Q. But when you came up to the State House, you did not hurry ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Why didn’t you hurry ?

A. When I went to work for Mr. Flood at first, he told me not to
hurry myself.

Q. On the State House ?

A. No, sir; on the post-office. Ho took the State House on the same
basis that he took the post-office.

69
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Q. Well, you knew you were working for the State up here on this
job?

A. Certainly, sir.
Q. Anil that you were getting a day’s pay for a day’s work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You took your day’s pay, didn’t you ?

A. Certainly, sir.
Q. Did you give your day’s work ?

A. Certainly, sir; according to my boss’s instructions.
Q. Not according to your boss’s instructions.
A. Yes, sir; I don’t see why I didn’t.
Q. Well, now, another thing about your boss’s instructions. You

said Mr. Flood told you to get some oil and bring it up from the post-
office, and you got it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In other words, he told you to take stuff which he had no right to

take ?

A. I supposed it in that way.
Q. And you took it ?

A. I took it,

Q. Suppose a man told you to steal a watch, would you take it ?

A. I should not take it.
Q. Why P
A. Because it did not belong to me.
Q. You said you supposed he had no right to the oil which you took

from the post-office; well, what is the difference between that and
thieving P

A. He stole from the government to finish the State House—
Q. He told you to steal, and you stole ?

A. I don’t know that I was stealing.
Q. He told you to steal, and you did it ?

A. I was in his employ, and he asked me to get my tools—
Q. And he told you to go and take stuff that you say did not belong to

him and which he had no right to take, and you took it ?

A. I cannot say; I received them in the post-office; I cannot say
whether they belonged to him or not; but I received them in the post-
office, a building belonging to the United States.

Mr. Doherty. Well, I will leave the Committee to draw their own
distinction between what you have stated and stealing, and you may
make any explanation you please to them.

Witness. I say, now, that he notified me to go to the post-office and
receive these things.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What was the material you used on this
polishing—varnish ?

A. No, sir; alcohol, oil, shellac, sand-paper and rag, sometimes
pumice-stone.

Q. Pumice-stone, shellac, alcohol, rag, sand-paper and oil P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Any varnish ?
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A. No, sir; no varnish, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) I want toknow, Mr. Twigg, if shellac was used

here upon the State House for any other purpose than cleaning furniture,
or polishing it ?

A. I don’t know of any more being used in the State House myself,
personally.

Q, (By Mr. McNutt.) No knots to shellac over, or pitchy places ?

A. I don’t know, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did you give an account of this stock which

you took from the post-office and brought up here—did you give that
account to Mr. Flood ?

A. I did not, sir.
Q. Who took the account, sir ?

A. Nobody.
Q. And you don’t know whether it was charged to the State House or

not?
A. I don’t know, sir. Nobody asked me how large or how small a

quantity I got.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Mr. McDonald was foreman the two days

you worked up here ?

A. Yes, sir; he did not come near me, or ask me anything. I went
to Merritt, he happening to be in the same branch of business I was in.

Q. No one happened to be driving you at all ?

A. No, sir; nobody drove me at all.
Q. And the rest of the men—did you see anybody driving them ?

A. No, sir; I saw McDonald come up once in a while ; they seemed
to take their time, here, until the first of January, and then I guess they
hurried up.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Who showed you what work was to be done
here ?

A. Mr. Merritt; he brought me into the various rooms here.

Joseph Merritt—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Do you confirm what Twigg said in reference

to his judgment as to the cost of doing this work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you knew the condition of the work before it was touched P
A. I did, sir.
Q. And you did something upon almost every part of it ?

A. Yes, sir; about every part of it.
Q. I want to know, Mr. Merritt, whether, to your knowledge, shellac

was used upon this job, here, by Mr. Flood, for any other purpose than
for cleaning and polishing ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. McDonald and the painters used to use it on their
sash.

Q. On their sash ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, on any other work P
A. Well, they might, without my knowing it; I was not always there.
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Q. Well, to your knowledge ?

A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.
Q. Well, there was no new work here except sash, was there ?

A. In a room near the Secretary of State’s office, there was some new
work.

Q. Well, any other new work, that you remember, except that ?

A. Not that I remember.
Q. Well, shellac is used on new work ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And not on old work ?

A. As a general thing, I think painters go over old pine and shellac
it over—as a general thing.

Q. The material used by you was shellac ?

A. Shellac, alcohol, sand-paper, cotton cloth and pumice-stone, ground.
Q. Eh?
A. Groundpumice-stone and acid; used acid to take out stains.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How much shellac should you say it would take,

—how many gallons, for all the work you did ?

A. I couldn’t state how many; it would not take many.
Q. Well, how many ?

A. I couldn’t say.
Q. Well, five gallons ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Not five ?

A. No, sir; I don’t believe it would; it might possibly take three.
Q. Well, five would cover it all ?

A. Yes; four would cover it all.
Mr. Doherty. What is the price of that shellac ?

Mr. Terry. Five dollars.
Mr. Doherty. How many gallons ?

Mr. Terry. One hundred and eighty-seven gallons are charged.
Witness. I used to have a tomato can, and used to fill it with shellac

in the stock-room, and it would last me two or three days.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Where was the stock kept ?

A. Down in the smoking-room.
Q. What kind of a can in the stock-room was the shellac kept in ?

A. Sometimes in a five and sometimes in a two gallon can.
Q. You were in the State House 92 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, how many times was that five-gallon can filled ?

A. I couldn’t say; sometimes I would go down and tell McDonald
there was no shellac, and he would tell me to get some.

Q. Well, you didn’t use five gallons of shellac ?

A. No, sir; I would go over the building with four gallons.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doherty.

Q. That was as regards the work you didP
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, on what basis did you make up your estimate of the labor to

do this ?
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A. I don’t understand you.
Q. In making up this estimate of the cost of doing this work, how

many days did you allow for labor ?

A. Three dollars a day.
Q, How many days did you allow for it ?

A. I didn’t allow any days. I allowed myself so much a day.
Q. You allowed yourself so much a day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that was $3 a day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, how many days?
A. I didn’t reckon it on the days.
Q. Well, how do you make up your estimate ?

A. So that I would come out $3 a day at the end.
Q. Well, you mean, you think you could take the job, and do it for

that price ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think anything about it. I know I could do it.
Q. Well, you know you could take that job, and come out of it very

well, and make f 3 a day for the time you spent in doing it, at that price ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many days would you allow for this ?

A. I have not allowed any days.
Q. You have not made any allowance for time ?

A. No, sir; I would get a very different kind of help from what I had
here.

Q. Well, did you do a fair day’s work when you were here ?

A. All the time I was here, I did an honest day’s work.
Q. And you did a fair and honest day’s work when you were here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You think some of the other men did not do

quite so much ?

A. No, sir; I know they did not.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Twigg, for instance ?

A. I put him on a bookcase, and was not Twigg’s foreman, and left
him to his work.

Mr. Doherty. That was a good place to put him.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, you don’t think these men that were

sent 'up here, and were transferred from one place to another, worked
very much ?

A. No, sir; they didn’t worry themselves much.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You didn’t worry yourself much P
A. Yes, sir; I did.
Mr. Doherty. Well, lam glad there was one honest man here.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You think, if you took this work for this

price, you would make $3 a day out of it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, you would make a little something more, wouldn’t you ?

A. Could tell that afterwards.
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You say shellac was used by other men be-
sides yourself?

A, O, yes.
Q. You spoke of a five-gallon and of a two-gallon can being there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And they were filled from time to time ?

A. Yes; sometimes he would send a man down to the store, and he
would get a two-gallon can, so as, I suppose, not to have such a heavy
can to carry.

Q. Well, sometimes they would fill up that five-gallon can, wouldn’t
they ?

A. O, yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Do you know what the price of shellac is?
A. It is different prices. If you get it and cut it yourself, you can

make it cheaper; sometimes they charge five dollars for cutting it, and
sometimes less.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr. Merritt, how many days would it take to do
the work in this room, in your judgment?

A. This room, in the way which I did it ?

Q. Yes.
A. It would take one man nine days.
Q, (By Mr. Peirce.) In regard to the stock being brought from the

post-office ; do you know anything about that?
A. Yes, sir; I brought a good deal of stock from the post-office my-

self ; such as alcohol and ground pumice-stone and cloth.
Q. Do you know whether any charge of that was made to the State

House ?

A. No, sir; no charge was made, to my knowledge; no one ever asked
me how much I got, or how much I used.

Q. You never gave an account of what you got?
A. No, sir; was never asked.
Q. Did McDonald ever ask you about stock ?

A. No, sir; he would ask me, some days, if the men were with me,
and I would say, “ Yes, they were around here, somewhere.”

Q, And how was the account of the polishers given in to Mr. Flood;
in what way, to your knowledge ?

A. Could not tell you, sir; McDonald sometimes might come in to me
about 10 o’clock in the morning and say, “Them other fellows here,
Joe?” and 1 would say, “They are around here, I suppose; I am not
looking after them.”

Q. How often in the week would you see McDonald ?

A. Every day, I should say; sometimes he would not speak to me nor
to anybody else who was here.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) He didn’t need to drive you ?

A. No, sir; I was anxious to get through the job myself.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Do you know that any of the others came up

here and took stock down to the post-office ?

A. No, sir; there was no stock here that they needed.
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty ) I think you testified that Mr. Flood told you
to hurry up on this ?

A. Well, he didn’t tell me just in words to hurry up ; he would say,
“ How near are you through ? ” and “How long will it take ? ” and from
those words I would hurry.

Q. Well, you understood he wanted you to hurry up?
A. Yes, sir; from those words.
Q. You understood it so ?

A. Yes, sir; I did. He would ask me on Saturday nights how I was
getting on, and I would tell him I was getting along pretty well.

Q. Well, about McDonald’s taking the time ; did you know whether
he went to the other men afterwards?

A. I could not say.
Q. He came to you every day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. He would know when you came in here in the morning?
A. I never reported in the morning; I went to the room where I left

off work the night before, and went to work.
Q. Yes; he could find you there, couldn’t he?
A. Yes, sir; he might have come in the room and looked, so far as I

know, and seen me, and I would not see him if I was working down on
the bottom of the cases somewhere.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) You were foreman of the polishers?
A. No, sir; no one put me as foreman of the polishers.
Q. There was no foreman of the polishers at all; each one went to

work where he pleased ?

A. No, sir; when I got through with one room, I would ask Mr.
Tucker where the next room was, and he would show me the rooms
when they were ready.

Q. Do you know how the other polishers got their work?
A. They all followed me
Q. Well, you were the leader of the polishers ?

A. Well, if there were was anything to be done, they would ask me
about it; some of the rooms were ready to begin with, but we generally
worked in one room all the time together—that is, one or two of us.
There were three of us in the Senate and the House who worked steady
from the 30th of November up to the first of January, I should say, or
the last of December.

Q. Now, should you have received any orders from McDonald ?

A, I should, if he had given them to me; I recognized him as the
foreman.

Q. As the foreman of the building?
A. Yes, sir. I asked him one day—the day I had Mr. Becker here—-

who was going to keep our time, and he said he was keeping the paint-
ers’, and would keep ours. I told him, “All right,” and after that we
never said anything about it.

Q. (By Mr. Yekry.) Mr. Merritt, where did you work the first day
that you came here ?

A. The first day I came here ?
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Q. Yes.
A. Well, do you mean before I came here to stay ?

Q. No; I mean the first day you came here to work. You came to
work the 14th day of September P

A. I worked in the Sergeant-at-arms’ room,—Mr. Morissey’s room.
Q. Polishing ?

A. “Cleaning up” the furniture.
Mr. Doherty. Mr. Verry, do you understand him to say the first time

he came to work ?

Mr. Terry. Yes, sir; the first time he came on this job.
Witness. I worked in Mr. Gleason’s room, on the bookcase; that

was before the 14th of September.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) When was that?
A. Could not say; that was some part of the season before.
Q. Well, it was before Mr. Flood took this work for the State House?
A. I think it was.
Q. Well, I didn’t inquire about that; I inquired about the first day

you came here under this job ?

A. In the Sergeant-at-arms’ room.
Q. Now, did you bring any material with you that day?
A. Yes, sir; I brought some alcohol, shellac and cotton cloth, some

ground pumice-stone and some book-shellac.
Q. Now, how much alcohol did you bring ?

A. I brought a bottle, I should say, about the size of a liquor-bottle.
Q. Well, do they hold a quart ?

A. Well, they might possibly hold a quart; I never measured them,
so I could not tell.

Q. Yes; a jug-bottle?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, is that what you call “ spirits ” ?

A. No, sir; spirits of turpentine; some call alcohol spirits.
Q. You brought with you a bottle of—
A. Alcohol.
Q. Some pumice-stone ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Anything else ?

A. Some shellac.
Q. How much shellac did you bring ?

A. About a quart.
Q. About a quart ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Anything else ?

A. The cotton cloth and pumice-stone, as I said before, and some acid
—about a quarter of a pound.

Q. Well, you didn’t bring three gallons of shellac that day ?

A. No, sir.
Q. But you brought a bottle P
A. Brought a bottle.
Q. And you also brought a bottle of alcohol ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where did you bring it from P
A. The Boston post-office.
Q. Brought it from the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir; brought all my brushes from there, all but one.
Q. How many brushes did you bring p
A. Brought three.
Q. Now, the next day that you came, did you bring anything in the

way of materials ?

A. No, sir; I did not come from the post-office that day. I worked
right along; but when I got out of alcohol, I went down to the Boston
post-office, or sent some one down. I didn’t see any round here to use,
and asked Mr. Flood where I would get it, and he said, “ Go down to
Richard Newell and get it,” I went down, and said, “Richard, Mr.
Flood told me to come to you and get some alcohol,” and he would say,
“ Go up to John,” and I would go up to John, and he would say, “ Go
and take it.”

Q. Now, you worked here the 15th and 16th of September ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And had nobody with you those first three days ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Now, I want to know whether, during those first three days that

you were here, you had used as much as §3 worth of stock?
A. Yes, I should think I did.
Q. You brought it with you from the post-office.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. My question had better have been $2 worth. Can you tell when

you first had assistance on the polishing ?

A. I believe it was on the 23d.
Q. The 23d of September ?

A. I believe so, sir; we worked up to the night of the 12tlk of
October; in the afternoon of the 13th,Florence Fitzgerald came ; he was.
here till night, and the next morning, the 14th, he went to Mr. Wiley’s,,
in Charlestown.

Q. The 14th of what ?

A. The 14th of October. Mr. Becker worked with me from the 23di
of September to the 12th of October; Fitzgerald came on the 13th and,
went away on the 14th, and took his stock from here.

Q. What day was that, the 13th day of October ?

A. When Mr. Fitzgerald came.
Q. Did the other man work on the 13th of October ?

A. He worked half a day.
Q. That was the day he left ?

A. No, sir; he left the next morning to go over to Charlestown.
Q. Yes; but he only worked half a day that day?
A. Only a half-day that day.
Mr. Verky. There are two days charged on that day for the polishers.
Mr. Doherty. What day was that, sir ?

Mr. Verky. The 13th of October.
70
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Q. (By Mr. Terry.) You are sure he only worked half a day then ?

A. Yes, sir; I worked all alone in the morning; there was some stuff
sent up from the post-office, and Mr. Flood wanted Becker to come down
there to do a particular job, and he was to send me up Fitzgerald the
next morning, and Fitzgerald didn’t get there till one o’clock.

Q. You are sure there were one and a half days on the 13th of Octo-
ber ?

A. That is all, sir, lam sure.
Q. Well, are there any other days between the 12th ofSeptember and

the 18th of October in which he didn’t work at all, or in which he only
worked a quarter of a day ?

A. Mr. Fitzgerald ?

Q. Yes.
A. O, he didn’t come, as I say, until the 13th of October.
Q. Well, somebody came ?

A. Mr. Becker came, and he went away on the 12th ; he worked up to
the 12th of October.

Q. Didn’t work on the 13th?

A. No, sir; he went to the post-office.
Q. Well, then, we must go over that again. On the 121 h of October

Mr. Becker worked half a day ?

A. Worked all day; that was on Monday.
Q. On the 18th ofOctober Mr. Fitzgerald worked half a day ?

A. Yes, sir; that was a day and a half.
Q. Exactly. I want to go backwards from that; I want to go back

to Mr. Becker ?

A. Very well, sir.
Q, Were there any days between Mr. Becker’s coming and going in

which he didn’t work a full day P
A. As far as I can recollect he worked every day in that time.
Q. You are sure, then, that upon the 13th of October, Fitzgerald only

worked half a day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, how was it on the 14th ?

A. The 14th ?

Q. Yes.
A. We began work in the morning on a gentleman’s desk, and

had just got it out from the wall when McDonald came in and said the
man I had would go with his man over to Charlestown to polish furni-
ture. Should say it was about eight o’clock in the morning when
McDonald came.

Q About eiji'ht o’clock Fitzgerald was sent to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes, sir; with Mr. Murray, to Mr. Wiley’s. Murray was working
with the painters.

Q. So that he only worked till eight o’clock the 14th ?

A. That was all, sir.
Q. Did you have anybody to take his place on the 14th ?

A. No, sir.
Q So there was only a day and an hour on the 14th ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. The Committee will observe, when I call this off, that

two days are charged on the 14th.
Q. Now, sir, on the 15th, did you have anybody to help you ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you work yourself on the loth ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. On the 16th, did you have anybody to help you ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Doherty. What is charged on the 15th ?

Mr. Terry. There is no charge for polishing on that day. The
charges on the 15th, are: “24 days’ work, 1 foreman, 2 days’ grainers, 8
days’ work at shop,” etc.

Q. You worked yourself on the loth, and nobody with you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Now, on the 16th, did anybody work with you ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Terry. Two days are charged on the 16th.
Q. On the 17th, did anybody work with you P
A. No, sir.
Mr. Terry. Two days are charged on the 17th.
Witness. There was nobody worked with me from the time Fitzgerald

left. There was one man, who was painting, that was put on.
Q. Well, let me go through with this. You say nobody worked with

you constantly, until when ?

A. Until— It was all of two weeks,
Q. Now, did you have anybody during those two weeks that worked

transiently with you P
A. No, sir; there was nobody at that time, to my knowledge, but me,

and I didn’t hear of any one.
Mr. Terry; Well, on the 17th, two days are charged; on the 19th,

two days are charged; 20th, two days are charged; 21st, two days are
charged; 22d, two days are charged; 23d, two days; 24th, two days;
26th, two days; 27th, two days; 28th, two days; and that would cover
two weeks. [To Witness.] You say that, according to your best recol-
lection, two weeks from the time Fitzgerald left ?

A. Yes, sir; it might be two weeks, and it might be three weeks.
Q. You feel confident for two weeks nobody was with you ?

A. Yes, sir; I feel confident for two weeks.
Q Now, who came to you first after Fitzgerald left ?

A. After Fitzgerald left, I could not call the gentleman’s name; he is
a Charlestown man; he was here with McDonald; he wanted to put him
with me. I didn’t find any fault with the man on the ground that he was
not as good as I was, but I got tired of men coming and going. I told
him if Mr. Flood was satisfied, why all right;, and he said he didn’t care
what Mr. Flood said.

Q. What do you mean by “ coming and going” ?

A. Well, a man coming for two days and going away and then coming
back again.
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Q. Well, you had a man after Fitzgerald left, and you don’t remember
his name ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, how long did he remain when he began?
A. Well, he came in the afternoon and worked two days and a half

and then was sent to Charlestown in Fitzgerald’s place, who was sick.
Q. Well, when he went to Charlestown to take Fitzgerald’s place, did

anybody come here to take his place ?

A. No, sir; I was alone till Fitzgerald came; I believe he was sick
two days.

Q. Now, when Fitzgerald came, did he remain permanently P
A. He remained then until we got the job done, up to January,

excepting the days that he loafed on his own account; some weeks it
might be two or two and a half days ; some one and a half or one day
that he would go off in the week.

Q. When was it that you had additional help ?

A. On the 28th of November, I believe.
Q. November, the 28th ?

A. At the time that Twigg and the other gentleman came.
Q. None until the 28th of November?
A. No, sir; none until the 28th of November.
Q. How many came that day ?

A. Three.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What day was that, sir.
A. November 28.
Mr. Yekry. I would say, there is no charge for polishing on Novem-

ber, the 28th. The charge for work is, 26 days’ work, and two days’
graining, and a foreman. The 30th, there is no charge for polishing:
“26 days’ work, foreman, three days’ work at shop, two days’ graining” ;

and that is all there is for work. On the Ist of December there are four
days’ polishing.

Witness. Well, on the 30th, on Monday, only one of these men
worked, besides me and Mr. Fitzgerald; he worked half a day—a gentle-
man named O’Rourke; that day, he went over to Mr. Wiley’s, to work on
his front doors, with another man from the post-office.

Q. That was, when ?

A. On Monday, the 30th.
Q. Well, how was it on Tuesday ?

A. There were three of us on Tuesday, from that out.
Q. Well, Tuesday, who worked here?
A. I, and Mr. O’Rourke, and Mr. Fitzgerald.
Q. Only you three ?

A. Yes, sir; that is all.
Q. You are sure of that ?

A. O, yes; positive. '

Mr Yekry. Four days are charged on Tuesday for polishing.
Q, Now, the 2d there were only three ?

A. Three all the way up from that time, excepting when Mr. Fitz-
gerald would be off on his own account
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Q, It wasn’t three all the time, but it wasn’t more than three at any
time ?

A. No, sir; it wasn’t more than three.
Q. Well, it wasn’t four at any time ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Verrt. Four are charged December Ist; 2d, three; 4th, two;

sth, four; 7th, none as polishing; Bth, four; 9th, four; 10th four; 11th,
four; 12th, four; 14th, four; 15th, four; 16th, four; 18th, four; 19th,
four; 21st, four; 22d, four; 23d, four; 24th, four; 25th, four; 26th, none;
28th, four; 29th, four; 30th, four; and 31st, four.

Q. Well, you say that during the month of December there were
only three men at work on the polishing ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you work on the last day of December ?

A. Halfa day.
Q. Worked half a day ?

A. Yes, sir; I believe I did; I believe I got done at 11 o’clock.
Q. Did the rest work half a day, then ?

A. Yes, sir; up to the same time as I did.
Q. You mean there was half a day’s work done by three men, and not

four men, as charged ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did any of the polishers work here on Christmas Day.
A. No, sir, not to my knowledge.
Mr. Terry. Four are charged on Christmas Day.
Witness. There was only one worked here on Thanksgiving Day.

[Adjourned till 4.30, p. m.]

AFTERNOON SESSION.
Joseph Merritt—Continued.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Mr. Merritt, just before the adjournment this
morning, as to the number of polishers employed, you undertook to say
how many were employed,—what were the names of the men?

A. Yes, sir; their names were Twigg, O’Rourke, Cummings, Becker
and Fitzgerald.

Q. Well, that is five ?

A. Yes, sir, and myself is six.
Q. What other man was there ?

A. I don’t know; I don’t remember the other man’s name.
Q. Twigg, O’Rourke, Cummings, Fitzgerald, Becker, and one other

man you don’t know ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, do you know the time when Twigg worked here ? He says

he worked here two days,—did he ?

A. He came here Saturday and worked till Monday,—making a day
and a half, —and he must have made a mistake.

Q. Don’t he know as well as you ?
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A. Yes, sir; I suppose so. He says he was at work.
Q. Don’t he know ?

A. lie ought to know, to be sure.
Q. You heard his testimony P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Didn’t he state that he worked two days ?

A. Yes, sir; he did.
Q. How long did O’Rourke work here ?

A. Let me refer to my memorandum.
Q. Of your own knowledge, do you know ?

A. I do, if I refer to my memorandum, for I made a minute of it; and
he came here Saturday, and he and Twigg and Cummings worked all day
Saturday. On Monday, Flood told me to send him to Mr. Wiley’s,
and I sent him, and he worked there till Tuesday, and then he stayed till
he got done.

Q. Let us see. O’Rourke came Saturday, November 28, and he was
away on the 30th?

A. Yes, sir, on the 30th.
Q. And came here on the Ist of December ?

A. Yes, sirhe came here Tuesday.
Q. And worked on for a month ?

A. Yes, sir; I think 29 days, if I remember.
Q. He worked nearly 29 days P
A. Yes, sir; I think he did.
Q. Now, when did Cummings come ?

A. Cummings came the same day Twigg did,—on Saturday,—and
worked all day Saturday.

Q. Cummings only worked one day ?

A. Yes, sir; one day.
Q. When did Fitzgerald come ?

A. Fitzgerald came on the 13th of October.
Q. Thirteenth of October ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long did he work ?

A. He worked half a day on Tuesday, and worked about an hour on
the followingWednesday, and then went over to Mr. Wiley’s, and, I
rather think, he stayed there all of three or four weeks.

Q, He worked half a day, and an hour the next day, and then went to
Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And stayed all of three or four weeks ?

A. Yes, sir; I wouldn’t state just how many days or weeks. He
stayed fully three weeks.

Q, Then, when did he come back ?

A. I couldn’t state the day he got back.
Q. About what time ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
Q. Didn’t you state, yesterday, that it was about two weeks ?

A. I said about three weeks.
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Q. Didn’t you say two weeks ?

A, I don’t think I said two weeks.
Q. You wouldn’t swear you didn’t?
A. I wouldn’t swear to it.
Q. If you said two weeks, yesterday, why do you make the change,

and say three now ?

A. lam pretty sure I said three weeks.
Q, Didn’t you say two weeks, and afterwards you said it might have

been three weeks P
A. I don’t remember.
Q. Didn’t you say so ?

A. I don’t think I said it,
Q. Then, how long did Becker work ?

A. Becker worked from the 23d.
Q. The 23d of what ?

A. From the 23d of September to the 12th of October.
Q. About how many days do you say he worked ?

A. I think Becker worked about three weeks.
Q. That he worked about three weeks ?

A. I think he did.
Q. Now, there is one other man whom you don’t know ?

A. That man I don’t remember his name, and I don’t remember
exactly the time he began to work. He came to work with me about 11
o’clock one forenoon down in the Secretary’s room, and went up stairs to
the Senate Chamber, and I think he worked all of a day or a day and a
half. He might possibly have worked a day and a half, and might have
worked only a day.

Q. He worked all of a day or a day and a half?
A. He might have worked no more than a day.
Q. Where did he go ?

A. Over to W,ley’s, when Fitzgerald was taken sick.
Q. When did he come here ?

A. I couldn’t state the date. He was at work along with Mr. Mc-
Donald’s men,

Q. And he went to work polishing ?

A. I believe he went to work polishing; he calls himself a polisher.
Q. He had worked at polishing ?

A. He has worked in the shop with Holmes; they do good work there.
Q. Do you know whether he worked a day or a day and a half?
A. I wouldn’t say; I don’t believe he actually did.
Q. Why won’t you say he worked more than a day and a half at

polishing ?

A. Well, I know he worked about six hours down in the Secretary’s
room, and, if I remember right, he came up stairs with mo, and we worked
half a day together. Then Murray came over and said Fitzgerald was
sick, and said they would like to have another man. I said I’d go to Mr
McDonald, and I did; and he said take him. The next day I went
down to the post-office, and I don’t believe he worked more than a day
and a half.
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Q. How do you know about it P
A, I don’t know about it; I don’t believe it
Q. The man Becker was at work at the same time ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Been working at polishing?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Along with you at the time?
A. Yes, sir; he was along with me at the time.
Q. He went to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes, sir
Q. When did he come back ?

A. I haven’t seen him since I saw him up toFlood’s shop after his pay.
Q. Haven’t seen him round the State House since ?

A. No, sir; haven’t seen him here.
Q. There is something of a guess on your part about the number of

days these men worked ?

A. No, not exactly; I guessed the days of one.
Q Which one ?

A. The last one, Fitzgerald; I could not tell exactly how many days
he worked

Q It is simply a guess on your part ?

A. I simply told the time he went to work.
Q, You havn’t told us when he came back ?

A. I don’t know the date when he came back.
Q. You don’t know ?

A. No, sir.
Q It is all you know, that he came back ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you can’t tell when he came back ?

A. No, sir; I can’t.
Q. If you can’t tell us when he came back, how is it you can tell us

how long he worked ?

A. I don’t tell how long he worked.
Q. You say you can tell all but that man, and he worked half a day.
A. I said Fitzgerald.
Q. You say you can’t tell how long Fitzgerald worked ?

A. No, not for certain; I figured up the time over there, and the time
all told, that he didn’t come to the State House; I didn’t keep his time
when he didn’t work.

Q. Well, Fitzgerald worked till— He left here on what day ?

A. Ho left here on Wednesday morning,
Q. What day of the month ?

A. Fourteenth.
Q. Fourteenth of October ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you can’t tell whether he was gone three or four weeks ?

A. I know he was gone three weeks, certain.
Q. You can’t tell whether it was less than three weeks ?

A. Yes, sir; it was all of three weeks.
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Q. He was over to Mr. Wiley’s house three weeks ?

A. Yes, sir; there is where he went.
Q. He came back about the first of November?
A. Yes, sir; I think he did, somewhere around there. He went back-

wards and forwards, and I might not have taken special notice of the
day. He might have come back before.

Q. Then he worked from the first of November till the job closed?
A. O, yes; he was back before the first of November.
Q. That you are positive about ?

A. Yes, sir; lam positive of that, on account of the others’ coming;
he was with me some time before they came.

Q. No doubt about his coming back before the first of November?
A. O, yes; it was before the first of November.
Q. You are positive about that? Then he worked in November, and

in December, too ?

A. Yes, sir; he worked all the time in December, except the days he
was off.

Q. Well, that was two and a half days—wasn’t it testified that he was
away two and a half days ?

A. I wasn’t aware I stated that he was away two and a half days.
Q. He was away two and a half days ?

A. I was away two and a half days.
Q. How long was he away ?

A. I couldn’t state ; I didn’t keep his time; sometimes it might have
been two hours, and sometimes half a day.

Q. How often did that happen ?

A. I couldn’t tell how often it happened; one time he was away half
a day, but I wasn’t keeping his time.

Q. Well, he was here from the first of November till the first of Jan-
uary, except when he happened to be away?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So there were, in round numbers, two months, or about fifty work-

ing days, he was here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, then, you are pretty near correct in saying there was about

200 days’ work at polishing ?

A. I say it might be 200, and it might be more, and it might be less,
if you took out all the time the men were at Wiley’s, and figured up my
time, which was 92 days.

Q. You were here 92 days, and he 50, and O’Rourke tells us he was
here 26 days ?

A. Yes, sir; he was here 29 days.
Q. Becker was here three weeks, and that would be 18 days; and

Cummings was here half a day, and Twigg two days or a day and a half.
A. That is two days for two of them.
Q. And the other man a day and a half or two days ?

A. Two days and a half for two of them.
Q. Twigg says two, and you think he knows as much about it as you

do. That would bring it up nearly to what it was. You say you have
71
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no reason to change your opinion that you gave yesterday about there
being 200 days’ work of polishing done ?

A. No, sir.
Senator Verry. I don’t know whether you have got 203 days charged.

Now, Mr. Merritt testified this forenoon that during the entire month of
December there were only three men polishing all the time. I see that
during the entire month of December, four men are charged, I supposed
to make up this time ?

Mr. Doherty. Yes, sir.
Senator Verry. I don’t understand that he has changed his testimony

from that ?

Witness. Excuse me, Twigg, O’Rourke and Cummings came here
on Saturday. It was the last Saturday in the month.

Q. (By Senator Verry.) Of November?
A. November.
Q. After Thanksgiving ?

A. Yes, sir; they worked that Saturday, and on the following Monday
O’Rourke went over to Wiley’s, and from that time till he came back
three ofus worked together that month.

Q. You started with four men on the Saturday after Thanksgiving,
and continued with those four men till Monday, and on Tuesday one of
them went to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. On Monday one of them went to Mr. Wiley’s.
Q. Monday, yes; and from that time forward only three men were at

work here during the month polishing—two besides yourself?
A. Yes, sir; two besides myself, and I made the three.
O. fßv Mr. Doherty.) Which one do I understand went to Mr.

Wiley’s?
A. On that Monday ?

Q. Yes.
A. O’Rourke, and Farrell from the post-office.
Q. Farrell worked here 29 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did he first come ?

A. The last of November, when Twigg and all of them came here.
Q, lie worked here 29 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The first time he came here and worked at polishing ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And on the 30th he went to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long did he stay there ?

A. One day.
Q. Then he came back here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And how long did he work here ?

A. One day.
Q. (By Senator Verry.) Have you any memorandum by which you

can fix the dates ?
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A. Yes, sir; I have.
Q, Have you got it in your pocket?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Won’t you let us see ? Won’t you tell what they are ? Tell us how

you fix the day they came here to work?

A. The day he came here, I put it down.
Q. Is it on that memorandumP
A. [Reading from memorandum.] “Joe Merritt, September 14;

Becker, 23d; Farrell and Fitzgerald, October 13th; went to Wiley’s 14th.”
Q. That is set down on paper ?

A. Yes, sir. In November I didn’t put the names down, and just
crossed the dates these men came—l mean Twigg and Cummings,—and
they worked Saturday, 28th, and Monday, 80th.

Q. What is the entry for Monday, the 30th,—what does that indicate ?

[Pointing to a mark on the page.]
A. Simply the days they came,—“ Farrell, October 13th; went to

Wiley’s 14th; Joe Merritt, September 14th; Peter Becker, 23d.”
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you anything on December?
A. Nothing down about December; I didn’t put it down at all for

December.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Now, you didn’t keep the time of the men

who were here ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You had nothing at all to do with that?
A. No, sir.
Q. What particular occasion did you have to put down here the time

that Becker came to work ?

A. Well, I liked to remember the day he came.
Q. What for ?

A. More for curiosity for myself.
Q. What special curiosity had you to gratify by putting it down ?

A. Nothing particular.
Q. How did you put down the time when O’Rourke came ?

A. Simply took out the book and made a cross upon it.
Q. Well, why ?

A. Nothing particular; for no particular reason.
Q. Then it was simply curiosity on your part that led you to put this

down ?

A. That is all; I happened to have it with me at the time.
Q. A great many other things happened about that time ?

A. Yes, sir. May be I have got a memorandum of other things that I
could show when the time comes.

Q. Yes; you made a memorandum of other things ?

A. Yes, sir; I might show them when they call for them.
Q. You made a memorandum in order to show them ?

A. No, sir; no more thanT made the memorandums. A great many
men make memorandums.

Q. Any particular reason why they were made ?

A. No particular reason.
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Q. No particular reason ?

A. None, except I wanted to remember them,

Q. No other purpose but idle curiosity?
A. Idle curiosity, I suppose.
Q. You didn’t expect to make any special use of them afterwards ?

A. No, sir.
Q. No spite to gratify ?

A. No, sir; no spite whatever.
Q. Why did you do it ?

A. When I first commenced to put it down there, I intended to keep
the time. When I worked at the shop, and was sent out on a special job,
if I had a couple of men with me, I always kept an account of the stock,
and made a memorandum of it with the time, and when I returned to the
shop I reported to the foreman and read it off to him, and he put it down
upon a book.

Q. (By Senator Verry.) And when you came here you started to do
the same thing ?

A. Yes, sir; when I came here Flood gave McDonald charge, and I
gave him an account of the stock.

Q. What kind of stock ?

A. Cotton cloth, rags, sand-paper, etc.
Q. From the State House?
A. Yes, sir; from the State House; I gave it to him down in the

smoking-room.
Q. Any account made of it ?

A. No, sir; it didn’t amount to a great deal; I used to come over once
or twice a week and get a quart of alcohol, and some cotton cloth, shel-
lac, etc.

Q. From Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. From here, and carry it over.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) That may account for the large quantity of

shellac used ?

A, It may; I don’t know; there are a great many places round a
building where they use shellac; they might use it for priming, or some
other work.

Q. (By Senator Verry.) Do you know of any other material except
shellac and alcohol that you used that was carried from the State House
over to Mr. Wiley’s ?

A. No, sir; they used to come up and tell me they wanted the stuff,
and I used to go down and give it to them. I thought it was all right,
because they told me to do it.

Q. You don’t know about any other materials ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Shellac and alcohol—that was all there was

taken ?

A. Yes, sir; as a general thing, they had cotton cloth and rags.
Q. Tell us what this memorandum means [pointing to one in witness’s

book].
A. It means nothing.
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Q. Tell us what it means.
A, It means nothing.
Q. (By Senator Yerky.) I ask you to tell the Committee what it

means.
A. The other evening I went to work and tried to figure up all the

time those men worked, and I figured on it, and finally, after trying it
awhile, I dropped it.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You put down the number of days the men
worked ?

A. I didn’t say the exact number.
Q. You put down 92 days for yourself, and you told the Committee

under oath that you worked 92 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You don’t dispute that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. You think you worked 92 days ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you put down Fitzgerald’s time ?

A. Yes, sir; I put down 51 days for Fitzgerald’s time ; but lam not
sure whether he worked it or not.

Q. Well, when you put it down, you thought he worked that time ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, what did you put it down for? to get at, what ?

A. To make out the difference,

Q. Didn’t you intend, when you put that down, to have it as near
right as you could ?

A. Not there, I didn’t. I wouldn’t swear under oath that that is the
proper time.

Q. When you put that down, didn’t you intend it to be as near right
as possible ?

A. No, sir.
Q. But you put it down ?

A. I put it down. Other people can figure as well as yourself.
Q. Why did you put it with the others ?

A. 1 told you that it was for the reason that it was done kind o’ care-
lessly.

Q. When you put that 51 down there for Fitzgerald, you wanted to
get the time as near as possible ?

A. As near as possible.
Q. And you put it down according to your best judgment of the time

he had worked ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And so with the other men—Becker, 17 days ?

A. Yes, sir,
Q. And the 29 days there ?

A. Yes, sir; that is pretty near right.
Q. And a day and a half for Twigg ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the day for the other man P
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A. Yes, sir; that is pretty near right.
Q. And the half a day for the Charlestown man ?

A. Yes, sir; pretty near right.
Q. Pretty near right on everything except Fitzgerald ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You couldn’t get at that quite P
A. No, sir.
Q. That will make 192 days, according to your count ?

A. Yes, sir. I was trying to figure up the time, to see if I could pos-
sibly come at it. As I stated, the other time, it might have taken 200
days, and it might take more or less.

Q. So, really, you have no exact knowledge ?

A. I couldn’t say exactly how many days it would take.
Q. Well, you know there were only three polishers at work there in

December ?

A. Yes, sir; in December.
Q. You don’t mean to swear there were not four men polishing P
A. Only three of us.
Q. Will you swear there couldn’t have been another polisher at work ?

A. I would like to know where he was.
Q. I am asking you, from your own knowledge, and not from any

information I am able to impart to you, or anybody else.
A. I don’t actually believe there was another man in this building

polishing.
Q. Do you mean to swear that Fitzgerald was off at all during the

month of December ?

A. Yes, sir; he was.
Q. Could you tell the day he was off?
A. I can’t tell.
Q. Why can’t you tell ?

A. I couldn’t tell,

Q. Didn’t you make a memorandum of it ?

A. It ain’t on there.
Q Have you got a memorandum of the time the other men were

away ?

A. I don’t know as I have got a memorandum of the time the other
men were away.

Q. Have you got the time when they went to Mr. Wiley’s house ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Got anything to show when Fitzgerald was away ?

A. Only the time when he went to Mr. Wiley’s house.
Q. So you are not able to tell what day in December Fitzgerald was

away, if any ?

A. I couldn’t tell the day when he was away.
Q. So you just remember that he was away ?

A. I know he was away. I know he wasn’t here.
Q. He told you he was sick ?

A. Yes, and I told him I wouldn’t have it, and I wanted him here.
Q. He was sick in December ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. What day in December ?

A. I couldn’t tell.
Q. You don’t know how many days he was sick ?

A. No, sir.
Q. O’Rourke wasn’t away at all ?

A. I believe he was off one half-day.
Q. What time?
A. In December, at the time we were working in the House of Repre-

sentatives.

J. Pottoe Dimokd—Sivorn.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Your occupation ?

A. Whitener.
Q. You made a survey, Mr. Dimond, of the whitening done here P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you got it with you ?

A. Yes, sir; I can tell you anything you want to know about it.
Q. How much it is ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, we want to know all about it ?

A. Well, I met Mr. Mitchell, and he told me that he did the whitening
and repaired the plaster. We commenced in this [the Green] room
and made our figures, and then we went down the entry and down to the
next story, and after taking so many rooms we put that down. Then we
went into the next story, took so many rooms, and carried that out; then
we went into Representatives’ Hall and took that; then we went on the
other side and commenced at the top, the same as here, and went down
through, and took the rooms and entries and closets, etc., till we came to
the Senate Chamber, and we took that and the rooms belonging to the
Senate, and put that down; then he showed me the plastering that he
had done,and I asked him what he thought it was worth, and he told me,
and I thought it was a fair price.

Q. (By Senator Verry.) Who was this?
A. Mr. Mitchell; he did the plastering; I had to depend upon him as

to the worth of the plastering.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) The plastering ?

A. Yes, sir; I told him to show me any of the large jobs that I could
see, and he showed me the ornaments, and he asked me if it was worth a
hundred dollars, and I said I thought it was, I then took the other
plastering, and the f3O job, and I told him I thought it was reasonable;
and then he showed me the other jobs, and we figured up so much. And
then he said there was about $lOO more. “Very well,” I said, “ I will give
you $230 more, exclusive of the small whitening, for I know the painters
are likely to call the whitener in.” We then went down into the cellar,
and looked at the rough work,—the engine-room, fan-room and some
little rooms. He showed me all the rough work he had done, and I gave
him the amount that I thought it was worth; I think some $l4O. Then
Representatives’ Hall and the rooms attached, I think, $180; then the
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post-office and rooms attached to it immediately on that floor; and after
we got through, I asked him what he thought the repairs would be for
the pointing, and for the pointing and whitening, and he said he couldn’t
tell. “ Well,” I said, “we will give $2OO more for that.” Then he says it
will take two men four months, and a tender, to do the pointing. “Well,”
said I, “ that would be about $l,OOO, wouldn’t it ?” “ Yes, sir,” he said, “it
would.” “ Well,” said I, “ I am disposed to give good figures on that.
lam going to allow you what I think it is worth to do that work.” So
I allowed him for the plastering and pointing, $130.' The pointing I did
not know about how it was, for, of course, I have no means of knowings
I have previously estimated on this work, and it was then very nearly the
same, but I didn’t estimate upon the pointing nor the plastering. I made
the whitening and whitewashing alone come to $1,950 or $1,960, some-
where ; and that, with the repairing of the plastering, what I could glean
from him,—outside of that four months’ work, mind you—came to about
$2,396.

Q. (By Senator Terry.) Including the whitening ?

A. Including the whitening.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Twenty-three hundred and how much ?

A. Twenty-three hundred and ninety-six.
Senator Verry. Have you got Mitchell’s bill there ?

Mr. Colburn. lam trying to find it.
Mr, McNutt. That is $1,300,1 think. Is it separate ?

Senator Terry. It is altogether with the other.
Witness. Nineteen hundred and the other added to it; I think he

called the lower hall, or Doric Hall, about $lOO. I should say he gave a
large figure.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Twenty-three hundred and ninety odd dollars?
A. Twenty-three hundred and ninety-six dollars.
Q. (Mr. Paul.) Did you know the amount of his bill at all ?

A. I never heard it until this morning; I never knew whether it was
one thousand or ten thousand dollars.

Q. Not until your figures were made ?

A. Never until this morning. I was speaking to a gentleman this
morning, and said I didn’t believe I would come within a thousand of it.

Q. You made it just what you are willing to do the work for P
A. Any time you call upon me for this work, and appoint the time, I

will do the job, and will be happ}7 to give a commission of $2OO to get it.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Mr. Wiley claimed to have done most of the

whitewashing?
A. Mitchell claimed that his men did it.
Q. Did you go into the dome ?

A. We went into that; my figures for that were $3OO.
Q. Mr. Wiley certainly did the dome.
A. Mitchell told me he did it.
Senator Terry. Mr. Mitchell is Mr. Wiley’s man, you know.
Mr. McNutt, But Mr. Wiley’s man pointed that out to Mr. Pope and

Mr. Kelly, and said that his men whitewashed the dome.
Witness. Mitchell pointed it out to me, and said he did it.
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Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) How much do you call it ?

A. Three hundred dollars for the dome.
Q. How much for the rooms below ? Can you remember the pointing

and whitewashing below P
A. The rough work, f 140.
Q. One hundred and forty dollars more ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That straightens that part, because the masons estimated upon that

same work. Pope is doing it to-day. Mr. Wiley’s man told him he did
the dome.

A. That would be $l4O, and I should consider it an excellent job for
that price. If a man asked me to do it for that I would be willing to
make a liberal discount.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You would make a good profit if you took
it at that price ?

A. I should clear a hundred.
Q. (By Senator Verrt.) Do I understand you to say you have got

the dome in your $1,900 P
A. In the $1,900.
Q. And $4OO of it is for the dome ?

A. No; $4OO is for the dome, engine-room and passage-ways, and
what we call the rough work, and the little ante-rooms and passage-ways
leading to that—s44o with the dome. This work, I should think, was
pretty poorly done,

Q (By Mr. McNutt.) I meant to ask you about that.
A. It is a pretty poor class of work; what I call a very inferior job.
Q. (By Senator Verrt.) The whitening ?

A. It is white enough ; but the rooms are left cloudy.
Q. Did Mitchell call your attention to the replacing of the stucco-

work and the ornamentation in Representatives’ Hall ?

A. Let us see; in Representatives’ Hall ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A I think not,

Q And in the Council Chamber?

A. He did there; yes, sir. He did there, in the Council Chamber; but
not in the other hall,

Q. Didn’t he call your attention to any loose work in the Representa-
tives’ Hall?

A. I think not in Representatives’ Hall; I won’t be sure, He might
have said some of the ornaments were loose; hut it was in the Senate
Chamber lie said what it was worth, and we considered it in the estimate-

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) He did this coloring [in the Green room] ?

A. Yes, sir; I asked him about that, and he kaid he did it, and pricked
it in with small brushes,

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) What allowance did you make for the dome—-
s4oo ?

A. I figured that at $3OO. He was positive he had done the coloring.
I hardly thought he did it; but I said, “ Very well; I will allow it.”

Q. You allowed |3OO for it?
72
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator Verrt.) Do I understand you that you and Mitchell

substantially agreed as to the value of the work?
A. No, sir; he did not exactly see my figures. I asked questions, and

he told me; some of the rooms we couldn’t get in, and I asked him the
size of them.

Q,. You asked his opinion of them ?

A. No, sir; nothing, except the plastering. He showed me what that
was, and I said he knew what that was worth better than I did.

Q. His idea was, that what you asked his opinion about, would cost,
upon an assumption, about §1,000?

A. He said it would take his men four months, with a tender.
Q, And you think that is so ?

A. If that is so; but I said I wouldn’t make any figures upon that.
Q. But you made some figuresP
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did you call it?
A. About §2OO.
Q. Should you think it possible for Mr. Mitchell to have any injustice

done him, if we call it §5OO ?

A. If you should think it worth while to call it §500,1 should think it
would be rough on somebody.

Q. Would it be rough on Mr. Mitchell ?

A, I should think he would get the best of it. I had an estimate made
of this by a plasterer, when Mr. Flood first painted it; it was aMr. Brooks,
and his estimate was §75, and he was to do the repairing of theplastering
for me, if I did the whitening.

Q. That was in 1867 ?

A. Yes, sir. I did get the job ; but after Mr. Flood got the estimate,
he changed his mind, and concluded to do it himself.

Q. What did you agree to do the whitening for yourself?
A. At that time, for what whitening that was to be done upon

this hall, and other portions of the building, my figures were §975, no
rotigh work included. There was so much new work that it took out
nearly one-half the building.

Q. Is there more than one coat of whitening ?

A. No, sir; or I don’t know how much he does.
Q, Did you ask Mitchell about it ?

A, I never did but one.
Q, Should you judge there is more than one coat?
A. I don’t know of anybody that does more than one coat of sizing

and one coat of washing,'
Q. Did you ask Mitcmell to let you see all the work he did ?

A. Yes, sir; everything.
Q. And did ho profess to do it ?

A. Yes, sir; he was perfectly willing.
Q. And when you got through, did you ask if it was all ?

A. Yes, sir; I asked if that was all, and he said it was.
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Q. Did Mitchell say he did any work here, except in plastering and

whitening ?

A. I don’t know that he did; he never told me he did.

Edgar W. Carleton—Sworn.
Q. (By Senator Yeeet.) Where do you live ?

A. Somerville.
Q. What is your business ?

A. Whitener and colorer.
Q. Do you know Mr. Mitchell ?

A. I never saw him till the other day when I came here.
Q. Did you make an examination of the work done on the State

House ?

A. I did.
Q. In his presence P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And under his direction ?

A. I did.
Q. Have you formed an opinion of what would be a fair price for

stock and labor to do the work which he pointed out to you that he did
on the State House ?

A. I have.
Q. Well, you may state it in your own way.
A. Well, as Mr. Dimond said, I went around at the same time Mr.

Dimond did. He met us both at the same time, and we came here and
looked it over. We went right through the building as Mr. Dimond has
represented. In the first place we commenced here.

Q. You needn’t go through with that; so far as the examination is
concerned, you confirm the testimony of the last witness ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you confer together in forming the estimate, or did each make

his own figures ?

A. I made my own figures.
13. Will you give us your figures ?

A. Well, I figured on the whitening and whitewashing, and I made
the whole thing |2,856. That included the plastering that Mr. Mitchell
says he did. We couldn’t tell about that, only as he said. In the Coun-
cil Chamber he told about taking off the ornaments and skimming off the
coat, and then had to take it off down to the scratch coat and replaster it
and put on the ornaments, and that he thought was worth |100; we went
right along, and put that down §lOO. Then, we went out along through,
and he showed us the room where he plastered the whole ceiling and one
side of the room. We couldn’t get into the room; it was locked up; we
asked him what he thought that was worth, and he said §3O.

Q. 'And you adopted his figures ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So far as you could judge,you thought that fair ?

A. I think that was well enough.
Q. Was it fair ?
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A. It is as cheap as I should have wanted to have done it. At least,
he told us, I think, it was about 20X15 or 14. Then he spoke about
some small mending, and he said he couldn’t begin to show the small
mending there was; but he showed us some large jobs and some cracks,
which we could see by looking it over, and I allowed him §2OO for the
mending.

Q. You allowed him §2OO for the mending?
A. Yes, sir; on the small mending. Then he said, we had better call

the Council Chamber another §lOO ; he guessed he had got it low; sol
put that down, which made §430 for the plastering.

Q. And your estimate is §2,336 ?

A. That includes the whitewashing.
Q. Does that include whitewashing the dome?

A. Yes, sir; 1 called that §275.
Q. Was the work well done?
A. The dome ?

Q. I mean all the whitening?

A. I shouldn’t call it a first-class job. It is white, but you see it is
quite shady, almost all over the ceiling; when you get the light on it, you
can see the shadows in it. I can see it plainly on this corner. You can
see it in almost any room. We don’t call that a perfect ceiling.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) What was the estimate on the other white-
washing ?

A. On the basement ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. One hundred and forty dollars for the basement; that includes all

the little rooms,—the engine-room, fan-room, and all the rough work
below.

William Trainee—Sworn.

Q. (By Senator Vekrt.) Where doyou live ?

A. In Boston.
Q. What is your business ?

A. Plumber.
Q. Well, now, have you made an examination, Mr. Trainer, of the

work done here in the way of plumbing, by Mr. Barrett ?

A. Well, I might call it an outside examination. I haven’t seen any-
thing inside, and can’t tell how much stock has been used.

Q. Please state what it was you saw ?

A. Mr. Barrett’s man went with me on Wednesday; I saw the water-
closets and wash-basins and urinals that he put in. He represented that
in this wing it was all new work; that the waste-pipes and supply-pipes,
and everything of that description, is new. In the east wing there was

a orcat deal of repairing done,—some new wash-bowls, and, I think,
two new water-closets; new pipes and some new traps to the water-
closets and basins; and new service combination. And then in a number
of smaller rooms he put in wash-basins, and in almost all the new basins
in the building he put in new cocks; all new, and of an expensive kind,
too.
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Q. New cocks in all the rooms P
A. Yes, sir; some are self-closing and some are regular basin-cocks

of the large size, which are rather expensive.
Q. Did he tell you he put in all new cocks ?

A. He says he put in 36 altogether.
Q. Did he tell you what became of the old ones ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Now, did you make an estimate of the fair value of the work and

material which he represented and was included in his bill ?

A. I should take this wing where the work is scattered about a greatdeal, and it takes a great deal of stock to do it. If it was in a small
space, together, it could be done a great deal cheaper. I should think
perhaps $2,000 or $2,100 wouldn’t be out of the way for this wing.

Q. Two thousand or $2,100 for this wing ?

A. Yes; to look at it as I did.
Q. Well, now, for the rest of the work ?

A. The rest of the work I couldn’t judge so well about; but I should
think it would take about $6OO or $6OO to do it, at least.

Q. Who examined this with you ?

A. Well, there was no one but myself; but I took one of my youngmen from my shop, and we went over it together the second time this
morning. I went over it twice.

Q. And that is the judgment which you came to from the information
you possessed ?

A. Yes, sir. To make a thorough examination of the work, all
through, it would take three or four days; would have to take the casingsdown, and examine how much new stock there is. I took his word, andI believe what he said was all right. He has done a great deal of work
here.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Wouldn’t your estimate call for new pipes ?

A. This estimate would include new pipes in this part.
Q. The only difference would be in the other part, and that wasn’t

examined ?

A. That wasn’t examined. It is a pretty difficult job to put plumbinginto a building like this. You and Mr. Paul know that as well as I do.
Q- (By Mr. Paul.) Judging from the bills ?

A Yes, sir.
Q. I want to ask if all the work in this section is new ?

A. That is what I understand him. He put in new basins and lining
under the basins, and put drip-pipes and lining under the water-closets,and put in seven new cisterns, I think, and then the urinals were lined.

Q. Were there any of these cisterns and the bowls in the same place ?

A. That wouldn’t make any difference in his bill.
Q. It would make a difference in what came out of there ?

A. He would have to account for that ?

Q- (By Mr. Colbukn.) That is just the question 1 was going to ask
you. In making an estimate, where old work is replaced by new, does
that include anything for the old stock taken out ?

A. I understand there was nothing but a few wash-bowls.
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Q. He put in a part where there was old work ?

A. And there ought to be an allowance for that.
Q. But your estimate is the outside for the new work ?

A. Yes, sir; I included this new work.
Q. And made no allowance for the old stuffP
A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Can you tell how many more water-closets there

are here now than there were a year ago P
A. I think seven.
Q. How many more bowls ?

A. Well, I didn’t take the number of bowls there was new.
Q. How many should you think ? Put it large enough.
A. I think six or seven were entirely new.
Q. Put it down seven ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Seven bowls. Now, sir, how much would those cost? You have

been through here; give an estimate in your own mind. You have done
plumbing; make a liberal allowance for the long distances, and give a
fair price for lead; how much would those bowls average per bowl—or
take the water-closets first ?

A. Some average §25, probably, and some §6O or §7O.
Q. Would §lOO be a fair price ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much would the wash-bowls average ? Of course they drain

all those wash-bowls into the soil-pipes ?

A. That is what I include.
Q. Everything ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. A hundred dollars will pay for both ?

A. I should think so.
Q. And the rest of them §7OO. You are making your item §2,700 for

the cost of the new work and §2OO for replacing the old work.
A. I don’t understand it that way.
Q. You say there were seven new bowls and seven new water-closets ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. They are §lOO each, which makes §7OO. Isn’t all the rest put in to

replace old work ? How many new cooks are there ?

A. Thirty-six, I think he put in the bowls and in the building to-
gether.

Q. In other words, he stripped off the old cocks and put new ones in
their place; that was about the same game I had played in my house, and
1 had worse ones put in.

A. I don’t know about their being worse. He put new ones in.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Does that §lOO include the cistern ?

A. No, sir.
Q. That would have to be added to the water-closets ?

A. Yes, sir; lam sure I don’t know about §lOO for each wash-bowl
because they are scattered about so.

Q. That don’t include the stand and marble ?
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A. No, sir.
Q. The carpenters would have the stand charged ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator Yeehy.) How much of this $2,700 is labor and how

much material P
A. Well, I can’t tell how much material was used, because I have not

seen it and measured it.
Q. You have made an estimate of $2,100 for the work in this wing.

Now, that is made up, of course, of labor and material P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you tell how much is labor and how much is material in this

estimate ? What proportion of it is labor and what proportion material ?

A. I should think it would take, perhaps, 125 days, perhaps 120 days;
somewhere along there.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Give the amount in figures. You say $2,000
or $2,100 for this wing; how much of that is labor ?

A. I charge $7 a day; I don’t know what he charges.
Q. (By Mr. Yeert.) At $7 a day, that would make it $876 for

labor ?

A. Yes, sir; I may have got that estimate rather high, the labor;
yes, I have.

Q. Is your judgment such that you would be willing to take the work
which has been done here by Mr. Barrett, and agree to do it yourself for
the figures you have named; are you in possession of such information
as enables you to say that you would be willing to take the job and do it
for the figures named ?

A. For $2,700 ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I think I would.
Q. You would, and take your risk ?

A. Yes, sir; and take my risk.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) What do you charge for old lead, Mr.

Trainer, when you replace it with new lead; what allowance do you
make for it ?

A. I allow five cents a pound.
Q. What is the usual charge for new lead P
A. Eleven cents.
Q. That is the amount charged here; 10 cents sometimes, and 11

cents.
A. Yes, sir; that is according to the market.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) There is a difference between sheet lead and

pipe, aint there ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) And $7.60 a day for a man and helper P
A. Yes, sir; 1 have always charged that.
Mr. Fitzgerald. He only charges $7.
Witness. I think I have got that time too high : the number of days,

a little high on that.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) Well, upon reflection, what do you think now P
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A. Well, it may perhaps take 90 days.
Q. Ninety days ?

A. Yes, sir; I think 90 days 'would do it.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What is your charge per pound for solder?

A. Well, last year, I charged 50 cents, and this lam charging 40 cents.
Q. Two grades of that; I see he has solder and fine solder ?

A. Well, I don’t make any difference.
Q. You take the best ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Brass tubing, | inch and J pipe, how much a pound ?

A. Brass tubing, that is— I don’t remember; I can tell you, though;
I believe | is 25 cents. [Looking at a price-list.] Yes, 25 cents; |is 30
cents.

Q. Twenty-five and 30 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Colburn. The charge here is 40 cents for f, and 45 cents for |.

Q. Brass; how much is that worth, Mr. Trainer ?

A. Brass tubing P ■

Q. No, sheet brass; how much is that worth ?

A. Well, I don’t use any; I very seldom use it, and know very little
about it.

Q. Zinc, what is that worth a pound ?

A. Well, zinc, I use so little of it that I don’t remember much about it.
Q. (By Mr. Verrt.) I suppose, Mr. Trainer, these materials that

are furnished here for this work are of such various prices that you can-
not very well tell anything about them ?

A. Well, most every man, for these sort of things, has his own price;
I might charge a little less for some of the things, and I might charge a

little more for others.
Q. Take “basin faucets” ; he has charged $6 apiece for them?

A. I should say he has charged little enough for them.
Q. Well, take “ plug basin faucets ”

: he has charged $6.60 for them ?

A. Yes, sir; they are worth that.
Q. Take “ nickel plate basin, S. C. check ”—self-closing check—$6 ?

A. That is about right.
Q. Well, “ ball checks ” ?

A. I don’t know what he means by that; I may have some different
name for them.

Q. It is charged here, “26 ball checks, at $2.20 apiece ” ?

A. They must be for the basins; that is what they are for.
Q. “ Seventeen 6-inch ball checks, ten 6-ineh round traps ”

; do you
know what those are?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the price of those “ 6-inch round traps ” ?

A. Well, we generally charge about $4.50.
Q. Four-inch; what is the price of those ?

A. We charge about |4 for them; there is not much difference in
them.

Q, Four dollars and $4.60 ?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q Now, “S lead traps ”; “ eight 4-inch S lead traps ” ?

A. They are worth fo apiece.
Q. “ Two 4-inch iron traps ” ?

A. I think they are worth about $2 60.
Q. “ Four-inch trap screws ” ?

A. They are worth |2 apiece.
Q. “ Service-box valves ” ?

A. They are worth f2.60; it was the largest size that he put in.
Q. The largest size ?

A. Yes, sir; the largest size.
Q. What are the other sizes ?

A. There is a size smaller; but the ones he put in work by the door,
and give more water.

Q. And the largest size is worth, how much ?

A. Two dollars and fifty cents, I think they are.
Q. And the smaller size ?

A. Worth about f2.
Mr. Verry. He has charged 84.60 for one and |5.60 for the other.
Witness. Well, he might have had them made on purpose; I don’t

know but what he did.
Q. Well, they are for sale, are they not ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. “ Four-inch lead bends ”

; do you know what those are ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What are they worth apiece ?

A. I think they are f 3.
Q. Well, he has them charged at |3, at $1.30, at |2.70, and at 81.60.
A. He don’t get his prices regular, then.
Q. Well, I didn’t know but it was possible that there might be differ-

ent varieties, or something of that kind.
A. Well, there might be smaller ones.
Q. They are all 4-inch.
A. Well, they ought to be one price, then.
Q. This is the charge; “ two 4-inch lead bends, at f 3; six 4-inch

lead bends, at $1.30; one 4-inch lead bend, $2.70, and four 5-inch lead
bends, at 81.60.”

A. Well, he has made a mistake.
Q. What are those used for ?

A. They are used to go from the trap of the water-closet into the
soil-pipe.

Mr. Fitzgerald. He has made a mistake in favor of the Common-
wealth, if that is so.

Mr. Yerey. Well, it is refreshing to find somebody who has.
Mr. Fitzgerald. I know it.
Witness. More particularly for plumbers.
Mr. Fitzgerald. It is quite refreshing to read his bill, anyhow.
Q. (By Mr. Veery.) What is the price of “ urinal checks" ?

7J
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A. I suppose he means “ self-closing stop-cocks,” and I think they
are $4 apiece.

Mr. Terry. Well, he has charged $4.60 for two and $6 for one.
Q. (By Mr. Fitzgerald.) I want to ask you about how the work

was done, in what manner, from your observation of it ?

A. O, the work is done very well.
Q. Good material in it ?

A. Yes, sir; everything is as good as there is in the market, as far as
I can see.

Mr. Colburn. Mr. Barrett promised to give me a written state-
ment of the new work, and he has never done it. I should like to have
this witness, or some plumber, after he has given me a written statement
of the new work, to look at it. I don’t know that he will ever give it.

Mr. Terry. Well, Mr, Barrett will give it, Mr. Fitzgerald ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. Certainly, sir; I didn’t know until this afternoon
that it had not been handed in ; it must have been an oversight.

The Chairman. Well, will you see that he hands it in P he has
promised twice to do so ?

Mr. Merry. Will Mr. Barrett have it here on Tuesday next, at 10
o’clock ?

Mr. Fitzgerald. Yes, sir.
Mr. Terry. Mr. Trainer, you will be here then P
Witness. Yes, sir.

Joseph Merritt —Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) There is one matter I intended to ask you'

about when you were on the stand this morning: relative to the stock
which you say was sent from the State House to Mr. Wiley’s house; you
say nothing but shellac and alcohol were sent ?

A. Shellac and alcohol, and two pounds of rags, and some cotton
cloth.

Q. Two pounds of rags and some cotton cloth ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you remember how much shellac was sent ?

A. Every time we took it, we took about two quarts; we took more.
Q. Who took it ?

A. Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Murray took it ?

Q. Fitzgerald and Murray took it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Fitzgerald is now in New York, or said to be ?

A. He is; that is what I understand from his friends.
Q. Well, where was this kept—the shellac and cotton cloth?
A. Kept in the smoking-room, in the basement; that is what we

called the stock-room, at the time.
Q. You say they took about two quarts at a time ?

A. Yes, sir; they took all of two quarts; it was not measured; they
might have taken a little more.

Q. How often did they take it ?

A. Sometimes they came once a week, and sometimes twice a week.
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Q. Well, about how many times in all P
A. I could not state.
Q. Well, that extended oyer what length of time ?

A. I could not tell what length of time; the last part they didn’t come
at all; the most that they used was oil for the work which they were
doing, cleaning it up ; some of the work was new, and they had to polish
it.

Q. Did you see them take it yourself ?

A. I gave it to them myself every time; they came to me when they
wanted it.

Q. They came to you when they wanted it; did you report it to any-
body ?

A. Mr. McDonald told me to give it to them when they wanted it ?

Q. Mr. McDonald, you say, told you to give it to them when they
wanted it ?

A. Yes, sir; I asked Mr. McDonald who said so, and he said Mr.
Flood.

Q. You asked Mr. McDonald who said so, and he said Mr. Flood ?

A. Yes, sir; I didn’t know but that they deducted for what they used.
Q. Did you render an account of what they took to anybody ?

A. No, sir; because I wasn’t asked to; I didn’t know but Mr. Flood
went over there himself and saw it, and charged it himself; he might
have done that, and made a deduction on his bill here.

Q. What did they say when they came over for it ?

A. They said they wanted some stock—some shellac, a bottle of oil
and a bottle of alcohol, and some pumice-stone.

Q. Did they ever go after it P
A. They went to the shop once or twice, and it was looked; there

was never any stock in the shop that we used; there might have been a
gallon of alcohol up there, though.

Q. On how many occasions did they report that they went to the
shop, and it was locked, and they could not get it there ?

A. Three times to my knowledge. I was going down North Street
myself one day for some stock, and I met Murray, who also wanted some
stock, and I said, “Why don’t you go down to the post-offlce ? ” And he
said they would not give it to him, and I said I had two pounds or more
of pumice-stone, and would give him a pound.

Q. You gave him nearly a pound of pumice-stone P
A. Yes, sir; that I bought down in Broad Street.
Q. That you bought down in Broad Street ?

A. Yes, sir; at Messrs. Gilman & Otis’s.
[Adjourned till 10 a. m., Tuesday, May 4, 1875.]
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SEVENTEENTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Tuesday, May 4, 1875.

Henry P. Haul— Sworn.
Q. (By Mr, Colburn.) What is your business ?

A. Architect and surveyor.
Q. And your residence ?

A. My place of business is 7 Pemberton Square, and my residence,
Chelsea. The surveying firm is Henry P. Hall & Son.

Q. You have made a survey of the State House ?

A. I have, of the interior; yes, sir.
Q, Now, state the result of your survey, in your own language.
A. The gross number of yards is 21,082-f.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) Where is that?
A. On the inside.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Now state the details more particularly.
A. The plain coloring is 13,506f; the gloss-work is 6,415; the paint-

ing, graining and varnishing is 752 f square yards. The varnishing was
only 408f. These figures do not include any polishing, gilding, bronzing
or work on the screens for radiators.

Q. Anything else?
A. No, sir; there is the certificate.
Q. Was any one with you when you made the survey ?

A. My son was with me.
Q. State the details of the work—how you went at it.
A. We went from room to room, and measured every one, making

about ninety-six rooms altogether. The House of Representatives’ Hall,
galleries, and everything of that kind, was included in one room.

Q. Have you got the measurements of the various rooms ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, beginning at the basement—
A. I don’t know that I can begin in that way. I began in this room

(the Green room), and went to 17, 18, 16, 14, 15, 13 and the third-story
front.

Q. I don’t want you to go over the whole house, but I want you to
specify a certain room. Take the room in the basement called the Visit-
ing Agent’s room.

A. The Visiting Agent’s room ?
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Q. Yes, sir; it is so styled here.
Mr. McNutt. Was that one painted? I understand he hasn’t got a

minute of it.
Mr. Colburn. I understood him to say he had got it. [To Witness.]

Did you have a statement of it ?

A. There is nothing done in the Visiting Agent’s room.
Q. You didn’t measure the rooms not painted ?

A. I didn’t go into any rooms not painted.
Q. Then the survey doesn’t include the whole contents of the State

House ?

A. Simply the whole that was painted; it doesn’t include the whole
of the State House.

Q. You did not measure the Visiting Agent’s room ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How about the packing-room, called the store-room, and the fire-

proof?
A. There is a carpet-room and a carpet-closet not measured.
Q. Did you measure what is called the packing-room ?

A. No, sir.
Q. The Library ?

A. No.
Q. The Tax Commissioner’s room ?

A. No.
Q. The Statuary room ?

A. I haven’t got it under that head. I don’t recollect going into that
room.

Q. The carpet-room, you said, was not measured ?

A. The carpet-room was not measured by me.
Q. The Document room, leading from the wash-room, in Doric Hall ?

A. The Public Document room—there is a difference.
Q. Mr. Tolman said the document room leading from Doric Hall ?

A. I have the Document room.
Q. There is such a room in the basement, isn’t there ? Now, here is a

room so styled by Mr. Tolman, who knows all about the building. lam
not familiar with it, and cannot give a more particular description of the
Document room, leading from the wash-room, in Doric Hall. Did you
survey that room ?

A. I suppose I did.
Q. Now, did you measure that room ? Have you the measurement ?

A. I haven’t got it under that head, or it doesn’t correspond with that.
There is the Acts and Resolves room, if that is what you mean.

Q. Now, as to the Scale-room ?

A. Not by that name.
Mr. Colburn. I don’t see, if the rooms are named entirely different

from Mr. Tolman’s statement, how we can come at it.
The Chairman. Can he give the names or the numbers of the rooms ?

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Give us the names of the rooms that you
have not measured, and in which nothing was done ?

A. Nothing was done in the room of the visiting agent of the State
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Board of Charities; the carpet-room and carpet-closet; the fire-proof and
fire-proof room; the Tax Commissioner’s room; the Aids’ room of the
Governor’s room ; the packing-room ; the fire-proof, opposite the •watch-
man’s room. I don’t understand I have got it down here,—three rooms
leading from the passage-way between the House and the Senate. That
is all, sir.

Q. Have you memoranda to designate these rooms by the numbers?
A. I have given just the information that was given mo by Mr.

Tucker.
Q. You and your son did the work yourselves P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You went all over these rooms ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Mr. Tucker pointed out the rooms to you P
A. Mr. Tucker gave me a list of the rooms, and Mr. McDonald went

through nearly all of them. Perhaps there were two or three rooms
through with before he came. He was with us at every measurement.

Q. And in such a room as this, you made an allowance for pro-
jections ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Everything ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And in every room ?

A, In every room.
Q, So that the survey gives the full amount of the painting surface,

making allowance for projections, corners, etc. ?

A. It is always my intention to do so.
Q. You think that if there were an error—
A. I don’t intend there shall be any error.
Q. Is it exact ?

A. It is as exact as I can make it.
Q. You didn’t include the upper part?
A. Of course; where there was whitening, I didn’t measure it.
Q. What is the number of those not surveyed?—just add them up.
A. Which ones ?

Q. That you did not survey.
A. Thirteen, I make it.
Q. Thirteen ?

A. Thirteen.
Q. And the number of rooms surveyed, is—
A. Ninety-six,
Q. Then you only make 109 rooms in the State House ?

A. I don’t know how many there are.

Q. You have given a memorandum of all those you have measured,
and those not measured ?

A. I have given you a memorandum of what I have got here. There
may be other rooms, not designated here, that I know nothing about.

Q. And that survey shows the rooms you measured ?

A. It does.
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Q. And this other list shows all the rooms in the State House ?

A. Those rooms I didn’t go into I didn’t have anything to do with.
I don’t know how many rooms there are in the State House. I haven’t
any idea of it.

Q. You only surveyed 96 ?

A. Yes, sir; I surveyed 96.
Q. And you know there are 13 you didn’t survey ?

A. According to the memorandum.
Q. Do you know of any other rooms ?

A. No; I do not.
Q. My impression was that there were 121 rooms in the State House.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Any pipes that couldn’t be bronzed—heating-

pipes ?

A. There were a few where the hard color was put on the pipes.
Q. Those you measured P
A. Those I measured.
Q. Mr. McDonald was with you most of the time, you say ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr Hall, did Mr. McDonald tell you about how

many coats were put on this plain work ?

A. No; I don’t think he did.
Q. Then, of course, you don’t know anything about it ?

A. I didn’t ask him any questions in regard-to thatpoint at all.
Q. You have got 752 yards of graining; was that new or old work ?

A. I had to depend upon him for that, sir. He told me where the
casings were painted and grained and varnished, and I measured it as
such.

Q. You don’t know whether it was new work or old ?

A. No, sir; some of it evidently looked like new work.
Q. What room was that ?

A. I don’t know that I could designate the room. I don’t think more
than one or two casings of them were new work. A great deal of it was
touched off and pointed up, he said.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Hall, have you the statement of the
measurement of each room ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Churchill. Hadn’t that better be put in for future reference ?

Mr. Colburn. That better be put in as an exhibit.
Q. (By Senator Yerry.) I understand, Mr. Hall, that the 13,506

yards does not include any of the other items you have given, as you
have given the grbss, and that 3Tou have subdivided the colors ?

A. Yes, sir. The twenty-one thousand and odd is the gross made up
of the other items.

Q. Now, as to the varnishing-work that you have given, do you
understand that anything was done to it except varnishing ?

A. No, sir; nothing only varnishing, except a few casings in the
entries. It is all plain varnishing.
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Q. Well, do you understand that the item which you have given as
gloss-work includes also painting, or simply the gloss-work ?

A. Well, where there is gloss-work, of course I haven’t included the
gloss-work in the item of painting on it. I call it painting or plain
coloring.

Q. Yes, sir; so, if it was painted, it was also glossed ?

A. It was also glossed.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) So that, independently of the painting, this

is a true statement of the number of square yards of the whole painted
surface ?

A. Yes, sir; of the whole painted surface.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did I understand you correctly in your state-

ment, that there was no painting where this varnishing was done,—that
it was simply varnishing ?

A. In the item of varnishing, I didn’t place any painting; simply var-
nishing, and no paint.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) The 6,415 yards of gloss was both painting
and gloss ?

A. No ; it was gloss. There may been painting under the gloss.
Mr. Doherty. That is what I mean.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) But you didn’t estimate that in your plain

coloring p
A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) That 13,506 yards was plain coloring, and

the 6,415 yards was gloss, and there were 408 yards of gloss?
A. Yes, sir; the gloss surface was measured as gloss surface.
Q. Painting, graining and varnishing, 752 yards; what rule did you

adopt about windows ?

A. I included them in that.
Q, What allowance did you make ? Take the windows in this room;

what allowance did you make ?

A. Well, from my judgment, I should not allow a great deal; accord-
ing to where the glass was higher, like that, I called it all glass-work
and I didn’t make much of any allowance—perhaps two or three inches.

Q. Now, as a matter of fact, how did you measure that window ?

How much allowance did you make for painting that window ?

A. The surface that there was there, and I allowed perhaps two inches
on each side.

Q. That is, the surface actually painted ?

A. The surface, including the glass.
Q. You allow two or three inches on each side; is that the only allow-

ance made in measuring ?

A, On as large a sash as that ?

Q. Yes, sir; and in measuring the height, you allowed wherever the
brush went ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And do you think it would be just as easy to paint a sash of that

kind, with the care that men usually give to painting a sash, and would
it be just as fair to allow only the whole width over the window?
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A. I should think so, in connection with the architraves around it.
Q. The architraves are painted, and you made an allowance for them ?

A. Yes, sir; the architraves are painted.
Q. But, take the sashes themselves.
A. Taking it right from where it began to be varnished, right across

there, I allowed two or three inches
Q. You think you allowed enough in the two or three inches P
A. Yes; two or three inches.
Q. And you think a man could paint this sash in the same time that

he could paint the dead surface ?

A. Very nearly, I should think; yes, sir.
Q. When the glass was in, could he do it in the same time ?

A. A good workman, I should think, could, in very nearly the same
time, if not quite.

Q. Isn’t it pretty nice work to paint sash ?

A. I should suppose so; but lam not a practical painter.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Of course, they save some stock by not hav-

ing to go over it there?
A. Yes, I suppose so.
Q. To offset the labor P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Another question I wish to ask is, What is a

fair offset for the openings ?

A. In what way ?

Q. Take them out from the walls; did you make any allowance for
that?

A. Yes, sir, I did. In such a case as that I should allow four, five or
six inches; perhaps it would depend upon the depth of the bend; I
would allow four or five inches inside.

Q. That is rather a rule for yourself than otherwise ?

A. I use my own judgment.
Q. Isn’t it a rule to allow double for circular painting ?

A. In some cases I have done so, where the capitals, etc., required it;
I don’t know what rules others may have; it depends upon the amount
■of plastering. It seems to me to be not much more work to run round a
circle than to paint a plain surface, whore the brush is flowing all the
time.

Q. But mortar flows pretty easily, too; why shouldn’t that go round
as well ?

A. There is no flowage, and that makes it difficult.
Q. But mortar works about as easily as paint, doesn’t it ?

At I should think not.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) You allow double on circular plastering

work?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you ever have any contracts let out

under your charge ?

A. I have.
74
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Q. Are you acquainted generally with the way in which painters
make their prices upon your contracts ?

A. Yes, sir; I suppose I may say that I am.
Q. And what allowance is made for such windows as these?
A. I don’t know whether all make the same allowance or not.
Q. (By Mr. Paul ) Mr. Hall, were you not foreman for one of the

most prominent architects in Boston for several years ?

A. If you refer to Mr. Bradford, I was, for 12 or 13 years.
Q. Did you not have to take off the measurements largely for the

contractors ? Wasn’t that a part of your business ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have done the thing for me several times P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And certainly you are perfectly well acquainted with the customs

of the different trades ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr, Paul. I only state that because I know what position he has

been in.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Do I understand you to say you are not

familiar with the rules adopted by surveyors in measuring work ?

A. No; not entirely.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce,) In measuring plastering, what proportion do

you allow for windows P If you are going to measure the plastering in
this building, what proportion do you allow for windows?

A. It seems to me I should allow a foot in the openings.
Q. You don’t exactly understand me; suppose you were taking a

survey of this building ?

A. Of the plain work ?

Q. Of the size of this building. What proportion would you allow
for those windows ? What proportion for the lights not plastered ?

A. I should make an allowance of a foot on each window. I should
run the measurement over a foot on each side.

Q. And take out the whole window ?

A. No, sir.
Q. How much of it ? Only a foot on each side ?

A. I should think that would be right.
Q. Is that the usual plan ?

A. I don’t know whether it is or not.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) That is to compensate for joining up at the

corners ?

A. Yes, sir. There would be two feet in a window.
Senator Verry. Mr. Hall says he takes out a foot on each side. •

Witness. I allow a foot on each side, top and bottom.
Q. (By Mr, Doherty.) You surveyed 96 rooms?
A. Yes, sir; that is according to my list.
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Details of the Survey.

Survey of Fainting, Gloss-work, Graining and Varnishing done inside the
State House, Boston, by order of Messrs. Joseph F. Paul and J. J.
McNutt, of the Investigating Committee on Repairs. Henry P. Hall
& Son, Purveyors.

Plain
Paint- Yards. Gloss—

Yards.
Paint,

Gloss
and

Varnish—
Yards.

Varnish—
Yards.

Page.
Book No. 1.

13 Green room, west wing,. . . 257.6 - 9. 11.6
13 Room 17, 891.2 -

15 Room 18, ..... 60.4 86.4 5.8
16 Room 16, 59.4 37. 7.2
17 Room 14, 141.7 11.8 12,6
18 Room 15, 91.3 28.7 7.2
19 Room 13, . .

. . 20 5 51.5 6.2
20 Third story, front, .... 65.5 - - -

21 Room 12, 60.8 39.3 8.4
22 Room 11, 53.4 83.6
24 Council Chamber, .... 399.2 203.7 -

-

26 Entry and wash-room from Coun-
cil Chamber, .... 37.4 25.6 -

27 Vestibule between Council Cham-
ber and Governor’s room, . . 140.4 26.2 - -

29 Governor’s room, .... 284.8 119.2 -
-

81 Governor’s private room, . . 89.4 39.4 -

32 Water-closet and wash-room, Gov-
ernor’s private room, . . . 33.6 20.7 - -

34 Passage connected with Governor’s
room and Messenger’s room and
water-closet, .... 94.1 76.8

37 Governor’s Messenger’s room, . 55. 43.2 -

38 Speaker of the House’s room, . 65. 69.3 -
-

40 Agent of Board of State Charities’
room, 74.7 33.5

43 Agent of Board of State Charities’
private room, .... 54. 29.6 10.6

44 House committee of the Judiciary’s
room 82.1 41.3 10.2 3.5

46 Committee on Railroads’ room, . 131.5 64. - 8.4
48 Room 9, 51.7 18,4 - 1.7
49 Wash-room and water-closet, . 97.3 72.8 -

50 House ofRepresentatives and ante-
rooms, gallery, etc,, . , . 668.3 1201.8 5.8 6.6

71 Senate Chamber, .... 352.2 736.8 -
-

Book No. 2.
1 Messengers’ room 85.5 23.2 - 18.7
3 Secretary of State’s office, .

. 183.5 231.6 21.1 -

6 “ “ “ private room, 232.1 48 1 - -
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Details of the Survey—Continued.

Plain
Paint- Yards. Gloss—

Yards.
Paint,

Gloss
and

Varnish—
Yards.

Varnish—
Yards.

Page.
8 Acts and Resolves room, . . 77.8 76.3 - 106.5

13 Secretary of State’s entry, . . 60.8 22.8 -

15 Woman’s Centennial Committee
room 69.1 22 6 - 27.0

17 Soldiers'records room, . . . 114.8 45.6 - 12.3
19 Adjutant-General’s office, . . 75.4 40.6 - 7.2
21 “ “ private office, . 47.8 23.6
23 Secretary of Board of State Char-

ities’ room, 50.4 39.7 -

25 Secretary of Board of State Char-
ites’ private room, . . . 64.5 26.6 - 26.

27 Land office, 78.4 -
- 20.2

29 Secretary of Agriculture’s room, . 189.6 - - -

33 Secretary of Agriculture’s private
room, 75.6 - i

35 Document room, .... 430.6 - | - 14.4
40 Surgeon-General’s private room, . 80.7 - | 3 6 9.8
42 “ “ office, . . 167.1 - -

45 Basement water-closet and urinal, 51.8 - | 34.1 8.4
47 Little room offRoom A, . . 70.5 - - 9.4
48 Large Room A, 143.2 - | - 8-7
60 Board of Health, Room B, . 61.1 - - 4.6
52 Refreshment-room, . . . 119 6 - - -7
64 Kitchen, off refreshment-room, . 95.5 -

67 Smoking-room, .... 60.6 - j 35.1 -

69 Engineer’s room and bedroom, . 74.5 - 59.3 -

63 Engine-room, 21. - -
-

63 Watchman’s room,. ...

- 110.6 - -

65 Auditor’s rooms, .... 55.8 37.2 12.8 30.3
66 “ middle room, . . . 60.2 86.5
69 “ 3d r00m,.... 69.7 23.7 3.5 -

69 Bank Commissioner’s room, . . 70.6 22.5 - 6.5
71 Legislative Document room, . . 131.5 - - 6.2
73 Sergeant-at-arms’ room, . . 64. 84.2 - 1.2
74 Public room, 89.4 60.2 16.2 -

76 House coat-room, ... 262.5 46.7 - -

78 Water-closets, etc., off House and
coat-room 47.5 49.6 - 6.4

Book No. 3.
1 Clerk of the House’s room, . . 58.5 16.7 17.2
3 Post-office and passage, . . . 72.1 56.4 2 6 -

6 Room 2, .

.
. . • ■

44,8 85 6 7.5
7 Room 3, 61.1 33. 7. -

9 Room 4, . . .
. • • 132.4 20.2 8.5

11 Room 6, .
. . • ■ • 64.8 31.5 13.3

12 Closet opposite No. 6, in entry of
reporters’ gallery, . . . 16.5 5.3 -

13 Room 6,. 83 5 22.1
14 Ante-room, off No. 6, 38.2 14.7 10.1
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Details of the Survey—Concluded.

Plain
Paint- Yards. Gloss

—Yards. Paint.
Gloss

and

Varnish
—Yards. Varnish—Yards.

Page.
15 Room 7, 49.2 33.8 6.4
17 Blue room, 121.1 - 7.7
18 Cupola and staircases, . . . 346. 3.7 - 15.6
20 Treasurer’s office, .... 185.1 208.1 24.2 2.2
23 Treasurer’s private room, , . 79. 53.5 8.4 -

26 Senate coat-room, .... 30.4 144.4 .8 -

30 Senate Clerk’s room, . . . 67.8 35.6 29.5
32 President's room, .... 77.8 17.1 - -

35 Senate coat-room water-closets, etc, 96.3 68.1 - -

38 Entries and stairs from House, west
wing, 138.5 16.7

40 Entries and stairs from House, east
wing, 139.2 21.6 - -

42 Lobby between House and Senate, 413 39.8 19.4
44 Lobby entry to House, east wing,. 16.2 67.4
46 Lobby entry to Council Chamber,. 194,3 49.6 -

48 Lobby entry to House, west wing,. 17.8 102.6 - -

60 Staircases and passages, west wing, 1425. 465,8 - 17.3
65 Basement entrance to west wing, . 204. - 30.6

I Two water-closets in basement, .36. -

68 Staircases and passages, east wing, 1016.1 298.6 7.4 6.2
77 Tax Commissioner’s vestibule, . 67.2 28.6 1.5 17.7
81 Basement entrance to east wing, . 186.2 - 34.5 -

Book No. 4.
9 Basementpassagebetween east and

west wings, 149.3 - 4.5
1 Doric Hall, 311.8 418.3 240.7

135062 6415. 752.2 408.8

Recapitulation.
Plain, 13,506 f yds.
Gloss, 6,415 “

Paint, gloss and varnish, 752 f “
Yarnish only, 4081 “

21,082 f yds.

Joseph J. Tucker—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you go around with Mr. Hall ?

A. I showed him the rooms that were painted.
Q. Do you know the number of rooms not painted ?

A. I think he made the number of rooms not painted, 18.
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Q. You don’t know about it ?

A. I think there were 18.
Q. You know the rooms that were painted ?

A. I do; and those that were not.
Q, And you took Mr. Hall to every one that was painted ?

A. I did.
Q. And to none that were not painted ?

A. To none that were not painted.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Do you know how many rooms you took

him through that were painted ?

A. No, Ido not.
Q. Do you know how many rooms there are in the State House ?

A. I should think about 116, or somewhere along there.
Q. Are you not sure ?

A. No, sir. There are several rooms that the commissioners take
charge of that are not included in the State House.

Q. Do you know the number of rooms painted by Mr. Flood ?

A. I don’t know.
Q. Don’t you know how many rooms were not painted ?

A. I think there are about 22 rooms in the building that were not
painted under the direction of the commissioners.

Q. (By Mr. Colbuen.) You think there are 22 rooms not painted
under the direction of the commissioners ?

A. I think so.
Q. Now, Mr. Hall has given us 13 which he has not surveyed. Can

you give us the others P
A. If he has specified the ones, perhaps I can give you the others.

The Tax Commissioner’s room—there are five or six rooms connected
with the Tax Commissioner’s department that were not painted under the
direction of the commissioners. Two of them were not painted at all,
and for the balance of them there was a special appropriation for that
purpose.

Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) The three rooms mentioned are between
the House of Representatives’ Hall and Senate Chamber ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are those numbered 2, 12 and 14 ?

A. No, sir; those were four rooms; they lead from the stairway and
Senate Chamber. One is occupied by Dr. Wheelwright, two are used as
storerooms, and the other is in the north-east corner, and is occupied by
the Board of Education.

Q. (By Mr. Colbuex.) Mr. Hall has specified three rooms off the
passage-way leading from the Representatives’ Hall and Senate Chamber.

A. There are four of them.
Q. What are the numbers of those rooms ?

A. No number.
Q. And you say those four rooms were not painted ?

A. Four rooms,—three on one floor, and one on another. They may
have skipped the one that Dr. Wheelwright occupies.

A. Yes, sir
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Q. (By the Chairman.) Will you count the rooms not painted, and
designate them in some way, so that we can know them ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Paul. And have Mr. Hall put them on his book.

Walter Page—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr, Colburn.) State your full name and business.
A. Walter Page, of Watertown.
Q. And your business ?

A. Window-glass, 191 State Street.
Q What is the name of the firm of which you are a member ?

A. Page, Harding & Co.
Q. Are you familiar with the price of glass, and what the price was

last fall ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you please examine this tabulated bill of Mr. Flood’s of the

prices charged for glass there, and state whether, in your judgment, they
were fair and reasonable prices for the glass described last fall, beginning
with the first item P

A. The first item, according to our list, is somewhat higher.
Q. Mr. Flood’s charge is somewhat higher?
A. Yes, sir; in this first item.
Q. How much higher is Mr. Flood’s charge ?

A. Perhaps f20, in that first item.
Q. Twenty dollars above what you would charge ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, take the next item.
A It doesn’t say what size it is, and it is impossible to tell.
Q. How much is Mr. Flood’s charge in that first item ?

A. Fifty-seven dollars.
Q, And you think a fair price for it would be about $35 ?

A. I should think so; yes, sir. It depends sometimes,—for instance,
in selling glass, they charge for the size that it was cut, and, in that case,
it would make a great difference, and, of course, I can't state what Mr.
Flood paid for his glass, and whether he would charge such a price or
not ?

Q. Look at the second item. You say it doesn’t give the size ?

A. No; it merely says what it is for, without the size.
Q. (By Senator Yekky.) What is that item ?

A. “Cut-glass for ventilator.”
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Go on to the next.
A, No size is given. It merely says, “ Glass for Secretary’s office.”
Q. Go on to the next one, where the size is given*.
A. I should not think that out of the way.
Q. What is the price ?

A. Five dollars and twenty-five cents.
Q. And you think that about a fair price ?

A. Yes, sir; that isn’t unreasonable; it is a fair price.
Q. Look over all those items, and state whether, in your judgment
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the prices arc fair. If there is any one among them that the price is more
or less than the ordinary price, state it P

A. There are several instances here where the prices are fair. Some
are, no doubt, cheaper than wo should have sold them.

Q, How about the rest ?

A. On this first page here, I don’t think the prices are very much out
of the way. It is a fair price.

Q. On the first page the price is not out of the way ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, look at the second page ?

A. The second page, I couldn’t tell. It merely says so many lights of
glass, without giving the kind of glass. It is impossible to tell. I
couldn’t tell without knowing the kind of glass.

Mr. Peirce. I would ask if Mr. Flood's regular bill shows anything
about it P

Mr. Colburn. I think not; this was tabulated from that,
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Mr. Page, you are speaking of the price

being fair—is it the long price ?

A. lam speaking of it at the discount price.
Q. To the man who sets the glass ?

A. To the painter or builder.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Have you got the dates here ?

A. No dates whatever.
Q It doesn’t give the dates at all ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Peirce. If the sizes are there, there ought to be no trouble in

getting at it.
Mr. Colburn. The sizes are here, but not the kind of glass.
Mr, Peirce. [To Witness,] Take the best quality, then.
A. The best quality of plate-glass and cinder-glass are entirely

different.
Mr. Colburn. It merely gives the size of the glass, and don’t designate

the quality. [To Witness ] Take that as common window-glass, what
are the prices ?

Mr. Paul, The best quality of German glass.
Mr. Colburn. The best quality.
A. It is somewhat higher than we should sell it.
Q. It is higher than you would sell it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much higher—what per cent.—if you were furnishing it by

the quantity to the builder or glazier P
A. This first item, if it is double-thick first-quality glass, I should say

about 30 per cent —that is, for first-quality double-thick.
Q. The first item of“ 198 lights, 12X18 ”is charged f 120.33; that, you

think, was about 30 per cent, higher than you would furnish it ?

A. Yes, sir; for double first-quality thick.
Mr. Shaw. If it was not double ?

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Suppose it was an inferior grade; the next

lower grade ?
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A. If it is still poorer glass, I should think it wouldbe 50 or 60 per
cent.

Q. (By Mr. Paul ) Could you tell whether it was first or second
quality, ifyou saw it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr, Shaw. The Council room is where this was put in.
Mr. Paul I would suggest that he go and see it, and tell us whether

it is first or second quality.
Mr. Colburn. I think he had better examine it.
Mr. Shaw. We know where it was put in.
Mr. Doherty. I want to ask Mr. Page one question before he goes.
Senator Merry. Better let the direct examination go on before the

cross-examination begins. 1 should like to have Mr. Page make out a

bill of that glass at such prices as he would furnish it for, so that we may
have it together. We cannot very well go on in this way and have it
result satisfactorily.

Mr. Page. I could do it, but it would take considerable time.
Senator Verry. Of course it will take considerable time, but it is the

better way to get at it.
Mr. Paul, Would it be a fair basis to go upon, to know where it came

from.
Mr. Shaw. Let him use as good glass as they use anywhere.
Mr. Page. There i» a good deal of glass here that I don’t know

whether it is double thick or single thick.
Senator Merry. Make out a bill for first quality German, so much; and

first quality cinder, so much; making three columns of figures. Mery
likely Mr. Doherty would furnish you the bill. It is a pretty large item,
and it is worth examining, to see if it is right.

Mr. Shaw. There is probably very little double-thick used, except in
very large glass.

Q (By Mr. Paul ) What is the difference between the cost price
of double and single thick ?

A. About of) per cent.
Q. (By Senator Merry.) Can’t you take that bill and that statement,

and make out a statement, of three columns, showing the price of the
plate-glass so much, first quality German so much, and second quality so
much, and pick out the various kinds, as designated?

A, Yes, sir.
Senator Merry. That would give us something to work with. It

would be impossible to pick out those items now.
Q. (By the Chairman.) How long would it take you to do it?
A. 1 should think, an hour and a half; or two hours, perhaps.
The Chairman. The messenger will show you a room that is not

in use.
Mr. Doherty. I want to suggest one thing to the Committee: certain

deductions have been made from this bill.
Mr. Shaw. We can get at that.
Senator Merry. We will work from that, just as it is.
Mr. Doherty. But certain deductions have been made on that bill.

75
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Senator Verrt. But let him take the bill just as it is. The reductions
arc of no consequence.

Mr. Churchill I should like to have this matter gone over; I don’t
understand why so much glass was put in here. I don’t know that the
State House was like an old barn—a dirty, dingy place ; I think we ought
to see something about it.

Mr. Colburn. Can you suggest any way of finding out about it?
Mr. Churchill, I think Mr. Tolman or Mr. Tucker would know

about it.
Senator Verry. Wouldn’t Mr. McDonald know it better? How is

that, Mr. Doherty ? Wouldn’t some of your workmen know about it?
Mr. Doherty. I think Mr. McDonald would know about it as well as

anybody.
Senator Verry. Could Mr. McDonald be got here to give the infor-

mation ?

Mr. Doherty. I hardly know where to find him to-day.
Mr. Paul. I would say on that, that I asked Mr. Flood whether he

has the bills of this glass, or not. Now, if he has the bills of this glass—-
and he certainly must have them at the shop, or he could get them at the
store,—it is within four months, and he could get duplicate bills where
he got the glass.

Mr. Doherty. I don’t knowT ; I didn’t speak to Mr Flood about that
matter. I might see Simmons, and talk with him about how that thing
is done. [Laughter.]

Mr. Francis Richards— Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Can you tell, by looking over that bill of

glass, what would be the expense of glazing and setting it?
A. I presume I could, if I was to go into it in detail. I should then

want to know whether I was responsible for the glass broken, or whether
it was to be furnished me. In setting glass, where we charge for glazing
and setting, of course we should charge more for setting than we should
if the glass was furnished, and the parties took the risk of breakage.

Q You have a certain rule, or percentage, which you allow, as a gen-
eral thing, where you take a job of glazing, for broken glass ?

A, Yes, sir; I very seldom do anything where I do not furnish glass,
and set it beside.

Q. Then, you could tell by the bill what would be the expense of
setting that glass, including the percentage for breakage ?

A. Yes, sir; I could tell very nearly.
Q. Well, now, Mr. Page has got that bill, and we would like to have

you, as soon as he gets through with it, take it, look it through, and give
us the cost of setting the glass, including breakage.

A Then, again, there would be a difference in the price between the
new and the old. In setting new sash, it is very different from setting
old, where we have to d g out the putty, etc.

The Chairman. Mr. Tucker can show you -what was new, and you
can deduct that from the total amount. As soon as Mr. Page gets through
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with the statement, we would like to have yon go through the bill and
give your judgment as to the cost of setting this glass.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) I would like to ask you the price of varnishing
alone.

A. Fifteen cents yer yard. That would be my price.
Q. Now, the price of graining is how much ?

Mr. Shaw. He said the painting, graining and varnishing all went
together.

Mr. Paul. I want to get at it separately.
Mr. Richards. The price of graining ranges from SO to 60 cents per

yard There are some kinds that 60 cents would be a fair price ; for my
price, take the work as it generally runs, is 30 cents. If I wanted to do
an extra job, which we are often called upon to do, I should put it at 60
cents, unless there was a considerable quantity of it.

Q. It appears, from the testimony of the surveyor, that there is 760
yards of graining. I don’t know where it comes from, but I want to get
at the price of doing it.

A. My price would be 30 cents.
Q. Well, 50 cents would be liberal pay ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) That would be for extra work, or good work?

A. Good work.
Q. That does not include varnishing? That is graining ?

A. That is for graining. That is what we meet in the general run.
Q. (By Mr. Paul)- Thirty cents is for graining and 15 cents for

varnishing. That makes 45 cents. Well, then, 50 cents would be good
work ?

A. That is common work; that is what we meet in houses in the
general run. If we were doing a front doorway, or work that we were
to compare with the real wood, and should take extra pains, then I should
think even 60 cents would not pay.

Q. Well, would it be as good as was done on this building ?

A. Yes, sir. Well, Ido not know as I have seen anything of it.
Q. You have noticed the front door ?

A. Yes, sir; that is very fairly done.
Mr McNutt. That was done by Mr. Clark.
Mr. Doherty. The outside was done by Mr. Clark and the inside by

Mr. Flood.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Would you say that 60 cents would be right for

those doors P
A. Yes, sir; I should think it would.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) For the graining?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul,) A good price?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Does that include the varnishing?
A. No, sir; lam talking of graining. I charge so much for varnish-

ing and so much for graining.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) If I understand you, you said 30 cents for grain-
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ing and 15 cents for varnishing; now I add five cents and ask you if 50
cents would not be a fair price for doing this work of graining and
varnishing P

A. Yes, sir; I should think it would.
Q. Now the gloss-work ; if you put on a coat of gloss and two coats

of paint, what would be the price ?

A. I should charge 20 cents for two coats of paint, and 14 cents for
the gloss would not be too high.

Q. Suppose there were three coats of paint ?

A. Twenty-eight cents, without the gloss.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) How much should you charge for plain colors,

two coats ?

A. Twenty cents; that is the general rule. There are exceptions.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) For three coats, 28 cents ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Merry.) You have painted the State House, I believe,

before ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I want to know, if you can tell us, how many gallons of shellac it

would take for painting the State House inside ?

Mr. Shaw. Old work.
Mr. Richards. Well, I hardly know. We don’t have any occasion to

use shellac on old work.
Mr. Collins. The shellac is used in polishing, I think, altogether.
Mr. Verry. Well, that is what I want to find out.
Q. You cannot conceive any use for shellac in painting old work?
A. Except when you might meet with a knot, or with sap, that you

might want to touch up.
Q. Can you conceive how 187 gallons of shellac could be used on this

painting work ?

A. 1 cannot. I don’t know how much furniture there might be.
Q. The furniture is independent. lam speaking of the painting.
A. I cannot conceive how any such quantity should be used on it.
Q. Well, in your judgment, would a gallon be sufficient for the whole

State House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Take one of these houses on the Back Bay; how

much shellac would you use on that work?
A. Well, Ido not know as I could tell you.
Q. You could not tell whether it would be one gallon or ten ?

A. A gallon of shellac goes a good way, but there are no two houses
exactly alike.

Q. Would you say five gallons ordinarily ?

A. Ido not think I should, because I do not myself use shellac as a
great many others do, I had rather oil my work than shellac it as a
general thing.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Some use shellac instead of oil ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) That is on now work ?
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A. Yes, sir; we often use it on old work, but I had rather have oil on
new wood.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You use some shellac on old work ?

A. Yes, sir; in cleaning up old work Ido use it some, if it becomes
necessary to refit an old house ; then we almost always put oil on top of
that.

Q. So that a large quantity of shellac may have been used in that way?
A. lam speaking now of where we use shellac on new work to kill

the sap and pitch; on old work there is no occasion for it, except on
pitchy places, or where knots have come through; we shellac those
places before we put a coat on.

Q. I suppose your experience is that shellac is more needed on a lower
class than on a higher class of buildings ?

A. Well, there are a great many houses where shellac is not used
except for killing the pitch and sap.

Q. (By the Chairman.) From what you know of the State House,
and from what you have seen of it, in your judgment would it require
more than five gallons of shellac to do all that was necessary to be done
before the painting was done ?

A. For the painting part, I should think that would be a very liberal
allowance.

The Chairman. I would like to have you take that bill for glass,
when Mr. Page gets through with it, and give us the cost of setting the
glass.

Mr. Richards. I suppose, if I should take that bill, and average it,
you would want me to take out every item P

Mr. Shaw. No, sir.
The Chairman. All we want you to do is to give us your best esti-

mate for setting that glass.
Mr. Richards. In the lump ?

The Chairman. No matter about that; you say there are several sizes
that would run along about the same price. The messenger can show
you about the building.

Mr. Henry P. Hall—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you now completed your list of rooms

not surveyed ?

A. Yes, sir. They are the Aids’room,off the Governor’s; the Library,
and room off.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Are you commencing where you left off ?

A. Yes, sir; this is a new list that Mr. Tucker has just been over
with me. Rooms on the Doric Hall floor; room on passage leading to
Secretary’s office; Secretary’s blanks; carpet-closet; fire-proof; visiting
agency; fire-proof room ; carpet-room ; packing-room; fire-proof; store-
room, opposite watchman’s; Tax Commissioner’s, six rooms; Document
room, off House wash-room ; between House and Senate, room occupied
by Dr. Wheelwright, and three rooms over Dr. Wheelwright’s room.
That is all, and should make 24.
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Q. None of these rooms were surveyed by you, and none of them
painted ?

A. Well, I don’t know ; they might have been painted by some other
parties. They were not to be painted by the survey I made.

Q. (By Mr. Douekty.) How many rooms do you make now not
painted ?

A. Twenty-four.
Q. Instead of 13 ?

A. Yes, sir; there were six rooms included in the Tax Commissioner’s
room. I did not open that door, because I understood I had nothing to
do with them.

Mr. Doherty. I would like a subpoena for a witness, Mr. James
Holden.

Mr. Colburn. I would say that Mr. Barrett, the plumber, has never
furnished that written statement of new work done by him. His counsel
has promised it, and he has promised it two or three times, and once said
he could have it in ten minutes.

Mr. Verry. His counsel was here this morning.
Mr. Colburn. I called his attention to it, but he did not make any

explanation about it.
The Chairman. Do you want to put this in before we get all the other

side in ?

Mr. Doherty. Well, it might work in, and save time.
[The subpoena was granted, and the name of James Barrett was also

inserted.]

George W. Pope—Sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Your full name is George W. Pope ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you are a mason and builder P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And live in Boston ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you been over the State House with Mr. Wiley, or with any

one on his behalf, to ascertain, and have pointed out to you, what work
has been done by him ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Wiley introduced us to—l think, he called his name
Smith—his foreman, however; I will not be sure about the name. He
went over the building with us, and showed us the work that he had per-
formed.

Q. State, somewhat in detail, where you -went, and what was pointed
out to you,—state it as fully as you can?

A. I made a little statement of it, and perhaps I had better read over

what he pointed out to me, as I took note of it, as we went along. We
went, in the first place, to the top of the building, on to the roof, and there
he pointed out the brick walls where they had cut out the bricks that had
been decayed by the weather, and put in new bricks; and the explanation
he gave to mo was, that there was a great deal of that kind of work that
was done on the walls above the roof.
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Q. (By Mi-. Shaw.) Could not you tell whether there had been new
brick put in, and whether there had been brick taken out?

A. Yes, sir; we endeavored to find out what we could.
Q. (By Mr. Colbukn.) He accompanied you P

'A. His foreman, as I understood, who had charge of the work.
Q. Yes. There was another mason with you, was there not ?

A. Yes, sir; Mr. Kelley was with me. Cutting out brick-work and
pointing up walls on outside of building and filling in with new bricks,
and repairing chimney-tops,—that is the first item I took down; that I
endeavored to keep in my mind: what was done throughout the building.
On the outside of the building cutting out the brick-work. After taking
us on the roof and showing us what was done there, he took us down on
the front of the building, on the front entrance, and there showed us the
piers and the arches of the entrance to the State House, where he said a
great deal of labor had been done in replacing the brick, and also in
repointing over the arches which were in “bad condition,” as he expressed
himself. Then, also, we went further, into a sort of a wash-room, I
should call it, and I have an item here of the cutting off of freestone
belting in wash-room; that was where the old belting had had an addi-
tion put on to it, and left part of the belting projecting about three-fourths
of an inch, I should say; “ a piece of belting had been cut off,” as he
expressed it, and had been pointed up. Also cutting out the wall for
dado strips in closets, which was a wash-room. I understood it was
plastered directly on a wall, and lor some reason it was required to have
it dadoed up with wood two and one-half feet high; there was a piece of
brick wall there three or four feet long; he had to cut the brick out in
order to put in flooring strips for the carpenters to nail their sheathing
to. Cutting out walls for waste-pipe and for supply-pipe to wash-bowl.
I found in one room they had put in a new wash-bowl, where they had to
cut through the floor and strip down the wall four inches in a recess into
the cellar to connect the waste-pipe with the cellar. Also with cutting
out brick-work for dadoing the floor in the basement. He showed us a
lot of dado work which I have here, say about 60 feet in length, where it
was below the earth; the dampness had come through the plaster, and,
in order to make a good job, they wanted it dadoed up, and in order to
get the dado up to the plastering, he was obliged to cut in strips the
plastering around the walls to nail the dado to. Then, directly out from
that room, there was some “rough projecting stone,” as he expressed it,
that they had pointed off', in pointing stone, where they had excavated
part sometime, and left it projecting out; that was cut off in order
to make a smooth surface; and also a piece of wall some 10 feet
long, he had repaired and finished some, and pointed up the wall.
Pointing up the entrance arches; there were about eight or nine of
those arches that were out of order that ho pointed up on the front
of the building at the entrance on the first floor Paving two
small yards, about ten feet square; had been repaved, and also the
resetting of two stone steps. The cutting up of nine windows on the
front of the building—nine large windows—should say, perhaps, they
were four feet wide, and perhaps twelve or fifteen feet high; had been
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extended up about two and a half to three feet; the cutting out of the
brick-work for the carpenters; also the filling up of one large window
which was about six feet wide and about eighteen feet high ; it had been
filled up with an eight-inch wall; that also was on the front The point-
ing of the face-stone and the pointing of some of the hammered work in
the basement; some of it was pointed, but we found a great deal of it
that was not pointed, and hut very little of it appeared to be new work.
Raising up window-curb on the west end here; it was a -wooden curb
with a couple of courses of bricks laid under it; and then there is an item
for the use of derrick and hoisting of steam-pump and lowering it into
the cellar; the steam-pump had been placed in the cellar, so the men had
to put it into the cellar. Also foundation-stone for the pump, which the
pump set on; and the cutting out for new steam-pipes and for new water-
pipes in the boiler-room; and resetting brick-work with fire-bricks under
the steam-boilers,—there are three steam-boilers in the boiler-room,—

whitewashing all the boiler-room and passage-rvays in cellar; also white-
washing of the rough wood-work under the dome, which his man said
they had put a good deal of work on ; they had to scrape off the old
whitewash that was shelling off, and re-whitewash it, I think he said,
about four times ; but we could hardly see any necessity for that amount
of work being done, therefore we did not estimate the doing of it for
quite so many times The repairing of about 100 running feet of free-
stone steps at the entrance to the State House which had been, from
the appearance, cut down, the treads with a freestone cutter, some one-
quarter and some one-half inch, and also trimming off in front and
mending up.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) That was not for mending up, but for straight-
ening ?

A. Yes, sir; merely for the pointing; the treads had been cutover,
and the edges of the stone had been trimmed off, and pointed up after-
wards ; and relaying about one hundred feet flagging on the upper step,
about five feet wide; they said they had relaid all over about one hun-
dred feet; that was on one of the lower landings, that had been reset
over. Cleaning out of cesspool, and boiler-flue to the steam-boiler in
basement, and repaving the boiler-room. He said the boiler-room had
all been repaved over, with brick, laid on the edge, laid in cement.
Pointing up around the walls of the light shafts leading to the basement.
Then there was other work that he pointed out, which we didn’t think
came into the mason-work; therefore we took a minute of it, but, at the
same time, we made no estimate upon it; that was, the removal of the
furniture in the different rooms from one room to the other, and back
again; that is something that we could not tell much about, and which
did not exactly come into the mason’s line, and therefore we made no

estimate of it.
Q, (By Mr. Colburn.) In mason’s work, is that all ?

A. The staging. He said that the staging was furnished by the ma-
son, and the mason’s laborers carried all the staging from the street to
the different parts of the building where used; they did not make the
staging, but the staging was carried from the street to the different parts
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of the building where it was required to be used, and then carried
back into the street again. That was an estimate that we made, as near
as we could get at, of what probably would he the cost, and also of the
clearing out of the rubbish that might be made by the different me-
chanics ; how much there was of that, we were unable to tell exactly;
but all the work—that is, all the work of cleaning out the building after
the different mechanics—was done by his men, as I understood.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) That you have allowed for, have you, Mr.
Pope ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, did you understand that this man

showed all the work that the masons, and whiteners, and plasterers had
done about the building last fall; that he intended to show you every-
thing that was covered in Mr. Wiley’s bill?

A. No, sir; I understand what he showed me was the work which
was done by Mr. Wiley’s men—l understand there was work which was
done under Mr. Wiley’s charge, but separate bills had been sent in for
that; that is, all the whitening of the building.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn) Well, whitewashing the dome, does that
come in?

A. Yes, sir; that was an item that we took into consideration.
Q. As being done by Mr. Wiley’s men ?

A. His foreman said that was done by Mr. Wiley’s men, whitewash-
ing of the dome, and also whitewashing the rough work down in the
cellar.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) I understand the whitewashing of the dome
was the rough wood-work overhead ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Peirce. That is in the attic there.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What do I understand is not included in the

estimate ?

A. He said his men moved out the furniture from one room to
the other and then moved it back again all through the building; not
knowing whether that was part of a mason’s work, and not knowing how
much furniture there was, therefore we made no estimate.

Q. Then, of all the work which he stated to you, that is the only part
which you have not made an estimate of?

A. Yes, sir; that is the only part.
Q. Well, now, what is your estimate for the amount of the work

which you have gone through in detail?
A. For the labor, $1,733.63. Then the materials for the same work I

have put down here; but I don’t think I have figured the items up.
[After adding the items up.] For doing these different pai'ts of the
work, the materials that are required to do that work was about $242.

Q. In estimating the value of the labor, what price per day do you
estimate it?

A. Four dollars fifty and $2.75.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) What was that material, Mr. Pope ?

76



602 [Apr.APPENDIX

A. The material was the brick furnished, the lime and the cement;
the cement was $242.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) And the labor you estimated, at what rates P
A. Four dollars fifty for the masons and $2 75 for the helpers.
Q. That means tenders ?

A. Yes, sir; tenders and laborers.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt ) Does that include fire-bricks, Mr. Pope ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) What are fire-bricks a thousand?
A. About $65, I think, sir. There was an item here,—not, perhaps,

included in'this,—that I learned afterward. I understand that the side-
walk was repaved over there—the rear here—down to Park Street, which
we made out about— I understand it was not put down by his men, but
a separate bill was put in for it; but Mr. Kelley understood him to say
afterwards that he furnished the sand for the paving.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) That would have to be added, then ?

A. Yes, sir; and also his men pointed up the edgestones, but Mr.
Turner, I think, did the work, and for which a separate bill was put in,
but in his bill of materials furnished was the sand and also the labor,
which I have here,—$30 for sand and $l3 for mason-work.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Which is in addition to the former estimate ?

A. Yes, sir; in addition to the former estimate.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) Have you got the price of pavingP did you

make a minute of it of what Mr. Kidney did; that is, $43 ?

A. I think I have got an item of it that I made up; about $65.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill ) What is that?
A. The paving of the sidewalk.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) That is Turner, Kidney & Co.’s bill ?

A. I don’t understand he did the curbstones, but the paving of the
sidewalks.

Mr. Yerry. It comes in Mr. Wiley’s bill, $165.
Q. (By Mr. McNutt ) Mr. Pope, how many laborers do you think

it would average, providing that Mr. Wiley’s men did all the labor here,
for all the mechanics from the time he commenced until he got through ?

A. I don’t know wha,t time he commenced and the time he got through.
Q. Well, he commenced in July.
A. Well, I should suppose it likely you might keep a couple of men

busy here, moving for the different mechanics, and waiting about for
them.

Q. You think two men would not be out of the way for that; you
think two men would be kept busy ?

A. Yes, sir; I think you might keep two men busy here; yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you got a separate estimate for the

whitewashing of the dome; how much did you estimate that at?
A. Two hundred dollars.
Q. That is included in the other ?

A. Y res, sir.
Q. What should you say, Mr. Pope, of the quality of the work ?

A. Well, I don’t know but that the work is all done well enough,
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what I saw; but as I say, in going through the building, about the
pointing, there was not more than half of it done, but it was work that
ought to have been done whilst they were about it, but it was left
undone; but whatever he did, I don’t know but that it was done well
enough

Q, But that it was not put in perfect repair ?

A. No, sir; there is a good deal that should have been pointed.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Well, the pointing around the front steps; do

you consider it good workmanship P
A. Yes, sir; that is a rather rough job; that is, it looks rather rough

now; I don’t know how it might have been after they finished it.
Q. If it was properly done, do you think it would have started out

now ?

A. No, sir; I don’t think it would.
Q. (By Mr, McNutt.) Suppose Mr. Kidney’s men had set the edge-

stones ; what would have been the extra expense, do you suppose, if he
had reset them ?

A. Perhaps §45 or §5O.
Mr. Yerry. What was Hopkins’s bill for ?

Mr. McNutt. Lumber for staging.
Mr. Yerry. Hopkins has two bills, and so has McNath ; and McNath’s

bill, what is that for ?

Witness We found a new stone put in the boiler-room that the pump
stood on ; don’t know whether that is included in the bill or not.

Q. (By Mr. McNutt.) How much is that, Mr. Pope ?

A. About §3O.
Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) What do you say the stone in the boiler-room

is worth ?

A. There is a new stone that the pump sets on ; it is worth about §3O.
Q. And that is not included in your items of materials ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Colburn. That bill of McNath’s don’t seem to be here.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce ) Did the foreman state that Mr. Wiley furnished

that stone ?

A. I don’t think he did; we were taken down there to-day, and I
noticed that stone. I did not put it amongst any items, and merely made
a note of it; I don’t know whether it was in his bill or not.

Mr. Colburn. Here is McNath’s bill; it is for brushes and glue, and
another bill of §193.97 for small brushes, Paris brush, etc. Turner, Kid-
ney & Co.’s bill here is §l6B ; and Hopkins’s bill is for spruce boards.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Mr. Pope, do you get your estimate of material
here ?

A. No, sir; there is no plastering in our estimate ; I understand that
was to go into the whitener’s bill.

Q. You have got paving-brick in ?

A. No, sir; no paving-brick, except the boiler-room.
Q. Well, how many in the boiler-room ?

A. Five thousand.
Q. (By the Chairman.) How much a thousand ?
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A. Thirteen dollars.
Q. (By Mr. Vekuy.) And that is included in the estimate ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, Any fire-brick ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have stated you have put in fire-brick ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Lime P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much lime ?

A. Twelve casks.
Q. Twelve casks of lime ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, is there any work here that is included in Mr. Wiley’s bill,

that would require lime, which you have not included in your estimate;
any lime required here in any part of this work, which was not included
in your estimate, which was included in Mr. Wiley’s bill ?

A. Well, I don’t know what is in his bill, sir, as I have not seen it;
we put down the lime required to do the work which we estimated on,

Q. Well, would there be any lime required in the whitening?
A. No, sir.
Q. No lime to that ?

A. There would be probably lime in it, perhaps, if there is any plas-
tering done, but there was nothing of that kind pointed out to us; mending
the plastering and that kind of thing.

Q. Some lime required in mending the plastering, and of course
where new plastering was done, lime would be required ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Well, 12 casks of lime is what you have allowed for ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much a cask ?

A. One dollar and a half.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) What did you allow for cement ?

A. Two dollars.
Q. (By Mr. Verry.) How much cement ?

A. Twelve casks of cement also.
Q. Sand ; how much sand have you allowed for?
A. Well, on the items of his mason-work are 10 loads; but thei'e are

20 loads on another item, which is the paving of the sidewalk.
Q. You allow 30 loads of sand in all?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Do you call them single loads ?

A. Yes, sir; 30 single loads.
Q. How much a load ?

A. One dollar and a half, I think we called them.
Q. Now, here is an item called “wharf sand ”; is that “wharf sand” ?

A. Yes, sir; that is different.
Q. Well, what is that?
A. That is ?2.
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Q. Did you allow for any “ wharf sand ” P
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know of any place where “ wharf sand ” could be used

about this place ?

A. They might have used “ wharf sand ” for the whole of it.
Q. Any necessity for it ?

A. No, sir; no necessity for it as I know of.
Q. What is the price of it ?

A. Two dollars.
Q. That is f 3 which is charged here. Well, now, dirt; do you make

any allowance for dirt?

A. Carting? no, sir.
Q. Nothing said to you about an item for dirt ?

A. No, sir; not that I know of.
Q. There is a very considerable charge for dirt,—96 double loads and

three single loads,—$80.50. Have you any idea what that dirt could be ?

A. Well, 1 don’t know how much that plastering might have been
taken oif of the building, I didn’t suppose there was much re-plastering
done. The only rubbish I could see which would be of any consequence
would be what was coming out of the boiler-room; there might be a
dozen or 20 loads come out there; I don’t see any chance for much more
than that.

Q. No allowance made for such an item as that in your estimate ?

A. Then there would be perhaps five or six loads of rubbish to caiTy
off from the sidewalk, if they repaved it.

Q. You got some idea of the staging which was used here, in your ex-
amination ?

A. Yes, sir; the largest amount put in would be about |40,000.
Q. What should you think would be a fair price for bringing that

staging from Charlestown here, and carrying it back again,—for bringing
it from Mr. Wiley’s place here, and carrying it back again to his place?

A. Well, perhaps $l6O.
Q, You didn’t make any estimate of it ?

A. No, sir; I did not make any estimate of the value of the staging.
Q. No; but of the cost of moving it ?

A. No; only of the cost—after it was brought here—of bringing it into
the building and carrying it out again.

Q. No value of the cost of carting it P
A. No, sir.
Q. Or of the staging itself ?

A. No, sir.
Q, Five barrels of plaster ?

A. That would be used by the whiteners and plasterers.
Q. No allowance, by you, for plaster?
A. No, sir.
Q. Here ; any allowance for that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. An item for cesspool stones and iron; did you make any allow-

ance for that ?
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A. No, sir; there was nothing of that kind pointed out to us as hayingbeen furnished.
Q. (By the Chairman.) In these estimates that you have made,

Mr. Pope, are they figures for which you would be willing to do the work
yourself ?

A. Yes, sir; the only item, perhaps, is bricks; we could not go all
over the building to see whether there was brick cut out in all these
walls, going up and down; but we took it for granted that, in a building
which was built 80 or 90 years ago—and repaired some 10 years ago—-
wo took it for granted there could not be much cutting out of bricks,
especially of the new work. But we examined everywhere where he
said he cut out bricks and put in new ones; and some places—l think he
said on this west end, where he said bricks were cut out and new ones
put in—l think we were unable to find any. The manner of putting in
the bricks, of course, of the old work, was what we call “jointed work,”
and the new bricks that were put in were pointed by the trowel, which
we could see by the joint put there, if it was jointed; therefore, we could
see those bricks which were put in. There was a place on the east end
which we noticed, where he said there were 20 or 30 bricks put in ; but it
looked to me as though it was not put in at this time, but it looked to me
as though it might have been put in when the State House was repaired
before, —it looked to me like “ face ” bricks, and that work was jointed;
but it was different brick from the old brick with which the State House
was originally built, These bricks that were put in by them, on the
same end, were pointed, and were different, and pointed by the trowel,
so that you could see the difference between the two works of what we
call “ face ” bricks, that were jointed, and the new bricks that were
pointed, by the trowel this year.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) So you could distinguish every new brick from
an old brick, if j'ou saw it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You have estimated every part of work

that Mr. Wiley pointed out to you that he did with his own men ?

A. Yes, sir; we estimated all wo could see; for instance, when he
he took us on the west end and said there were a good many bricks taken
out here, we could not see it, and therefore we did not estimate it.

Q. If there were any you could have seen it ?

A. Yes, sir; where we could see the brick; we might take out the
old end and build it up again, but we could not discover any bricks were
put in one of the gables where he said there was quite a number
put in. Also down on the front, there was a good deal of work done
there, he said, which we could not discover.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Mr, Pope, from the explanations which you had
from Mr. Wiley and his man, and all you have seen, would you be will-
ing, as a builder, to undertake to do all the work which has been done
for the amount which you have estimated there ?

A. Yes, sir; should be willing to do it for less.
Q. I only want to get at whether you had that confidence that you had

estimated all that was done ?

A. Yep, sir.
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Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You made all these estimates at prices which
would give a builder a fair profit ?

A. Yes, sir.
James H. Kelley—Sworn.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You are a mason, sir ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And live in Boston ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you accompany Mr. Pope in his examination of the State

House ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have heard his testimony ?

A. I have. I don’t think I can change his testimony any.
Q. Do you concur in all that he says ?

A. Yes, sir; I concur in what he says; I went through the whole
thing with him, and he has made each item satisfactory to each other; I
should say his statement was correct.

Q, And are the prices at which you would be willing to do the work P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And allow a fair profit to a builder or a mason ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) In making up this estimate, did you each one

mark yourself separate, and then compare ?

A. Yes, sir; we not only did that, but we made an estimate of what it
was worth, and then figured the number of days it would take, and the
price.

Q. And compared together ?

A. And compared those; and where we used our judgment on any-
thing of that kind, we marked and compared.

Frank Richards—Recalled.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Are you prepared to give us the estimates?
A, Yes, sir. I found the only way was to copy about the whole of

the items, and I put the prices down for the old and for the new, but have
not added them up; have put the number of lights on the bill at the top,
and the old and new, and put prices for each.

Q. And they are all on paper there ?

A. Yes, sir; they are on paper there. There may be some items in the
bill with no size, and of course of that we could not make any estimate.

Q. That is your best judgment of the cost to set and the breakage ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Let me see if I understand this. That

column shows the size ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is for the old and that for the new ?

A. Yes, sir; that is for the setting, not including the glass.
Q. Yes, sir; that is for the glazing ?r
A. Yes, sir; taking the risk.
Mr. Colburn. I would like to have this go in as an exhibit.
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New.Old.

2lights, 32X44, j §2 00 $1 00 per light
2 “ 30X45, ! 200 100
2 “ 30X43, | 200 100
1 light, 40X42, 2 00 1 00
Slights, 16X40, 1 50 75
4 “ 36X56, 250 125
3 “ 50X32, 200 100
1 light, 50 X 30, . . . . . . 2 00 1 00
1 “ 38X46 200 100
2 lights, 44X37 200 j 100
2 “ 30x50 200 100
X light, 40x50, 2 50 1 25

45 lights, 14 x22 50 20
27 “ 12X20, 50 20

198 “ 12X18, 50 20
11 “ 40x18 150 75

36 “ 16x32, | 100 50
25 “ 16x32, 100 50
12 “ 12X 32, 100 50
42 “ 13X24, [ 60 ( 30

7 “ 26X24, | 125 40
26 “ 16X28, 100 30

7 « 18x24, I 100 30
6 “ 18X28, | 100 30

19 “ 16X24, | 75 30
7 “ 24X24, | 125 40
2 “ 30x43, 1 200 100

19 “ 18X40, ! 150 75
20 “ 13X22, I 60 30

139 “1/Xll, ! 50 20
21 “ 14x30 } 100 30
30 “ 28x14, i 100 30

2 “ 13x60 | 150 75
3 “ 22x12, j 50 I 20
4 “ 26X13, i 60 i 30
3 “ 16x22 i 60 30
9 “ 14X15, | 50 20
3 “ 20X30, 125 40
8 “ 10X40, ! 125 40
2 “ 21x37, i 150 75
2 “ 15x32, | 100 50
2 “ 25X40, 200 100
2 “ 26X38, 200 100
2 “ 24X25, 125 40
1 light, 24x46, 2 00 1 00
6 lights, 16x27, ...... 1 00 30
4 “ 14X24, 60 30
2 “ 26X18, 100 30

16 “ 26X16 100 30
11 “ 12X19, 50 20
36 “16X10, 40 15
10 “ 14X10, 40 15
22 “16x12, 40 15

5 “ 14x18, 50 20
2 “ 26X44 200 100
2 “ 19X24, 100 40
6 “ BXIO, 20 10
8 “ 19X31, ....... 150 50
2 “ 26x36, 200 75

Total, . $657 30 $274 10
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Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Is that so much per light ?

A. Yes, sir; so much per light; I don’t know that I have for the
whole, hut I did at the beginning here.

Q. (By the Chairman.) It is all done except adding up?
A. I could not tell how many were new lights, of course; somebody

has got to go and pick out the old from the new.
Q. (By Mr. Terry.) But you have given the new and the old ; we

know what the old is and what the new is ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) That is for the glazing, and not for the glass ?

A. Yes, sir; for the glazing.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Could you tell readily if some one should

go with youP
A. Well, I might not be able to pick it out, sir; somebody ought to

go ; it is difficult to know where it is.

DoublePlate. , ,
Single,thick, Ist.

198 lights, 12X18, f192 00 $37 62 $2O 00
11 “ 18X10, 89 60 13 24 800
86 “ 16X32, 86 40 22 68 12 00

6O 00 15 75 8 50
12 “ 12X32’ 21 60 720 S6O
42 “ 13X24, 65 52 13 86 700

7 “ 26X24, 22 00 700 400
7 “ 25X28J, 37 80 10 50 600

26 “ 16X28, 55 00 16 60 800
7 “ 18X24, 14 30 350 200
6 “ 18X28, 14 40 372 225

19 “ 16X24, 34 20 702 400
7 “ 24X24, 19 00 651 400
2 “ 80X43, 18 60 468 300

19 “ 18X40, 68 40 22 80 12 00
20 “ 13X22, 31 20 600 350

139 “ 11X17, 139 00 22 24 12 00
21 “ 14X30, 42 00 10 50 600
30 “ 14X28, 60 00 13 80 750

2 “ 18X60, 15 00 572 350
2 “ 9X20, 180 36 20
3 “ 12X22, 360 81 50
4 “ 13X26, 620 144 80
8 “ 16X22, 14 50 280 150
9 “ 14X15, 900 180 100
3 “ 20X30, 900 255 138
8 “ 10X40, 18 00 560 300
2 “ 21X37, 12 00 268 150
2 “ 15X32, 480 120 70
2 “ 26X40, 14 40 371 200
2 “ 26X38, 13 68 371 200
2 “ 24X25, 624 186 100
1 light, 24X46, 7 62 2 00 1 26

77
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, Double
plale' , .

Single,thick, Ist.

6 lights, 16X27, ..... $l2 60 $3 00 |1 50
4 “ 14X24, 624 182 70
2 “ 18X26, 438 110 62

16 “ 16X26, 32 00 880 450
11 “ 12X19, 13 20 264 150

36 “ 10X16, 36 00 504 275
10 “ 10X14, 10 00 100 60
22 “ 12X16, 39 60 374 200
5 “ 14X18, 12 00 125 70
2 “ 26X44, 15 90 470 250
2 “ 19X24, 450 117 62
6 “ 84X10, 500 30 17
8 “ 19X31, 26 68 800 440
2 “ 26X36, IS 20 325 175
4 “ 27X38, 25 52 742 400
4 “ 14X16, 400 80 45
6 “ 27X38, 38 28 11 10 625
2 “ 15X18, 540 60 33
2 “ 9X50, 626 175 100
2 “ 16X20, 360 63 40
4 “ 18X17, 400 100 55
1 light, 16X19, 1 80 S 3 18
6 lights, 14X32, 12 30 3 30 2 02

12 “ 12X84, 24 00 804 425
8 “ 13X24, 12 48 280 150
7 “ 16X21, 12 60 215 125
1 light, 13X44 3 10 2 33 1 60
6 lights, 19X32, 19 26 6 00 3 80
9 “ 18X34, 27 64 765 860

12 “ 20X22, 27 00 600 380
1 light, 20X81, ..... 321 100 50
2 lights, 24X36, 12 60 2 67 1 40
1 light, 30X40, 8 28 2 35 1 20
2 lights, 24X36, 12 00 2 67 1 40
1 light, 30X40, 8 28 2 35 1 20
2 lights, 25X46, . . . . . 16 56 467 240
3 “ 10X25, 360 78 40
1 light, 16X36, 2 70 79 41
1 “ 14X51, 500 162 90

16 lights, 12X17, 16 00 288 150

f 1,701 12 $4lO 45 f203 08

Walter Page—Recalled.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn,) You have been over this bill, taking up the
items and fixing a price for the different qualities of glass opposite each
item ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q, And this is that list ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Colburn. I should like to have this go in as an exhibit.
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Cross-examined by Mr, Doherty.

Q. Now, taking this bill, Mr. Page, where are those items ?

A. This first part, I believe, is a fair price, and so I did not put that in.
Q. You left that out, and you commenced, where ?

A. There —“ 198 lights of glass.”
Q. Well, now, take this item of “ 198 lights of glass at $l2O ”; I think

you stated before that you thought that was about 30 per cent, too high;
was not that your testimony before ?

A. I cannot say so now ; I might have testified to that.
Q. Well, didn’t you so testify that that was about 30 per cent, too

high ?

A. I may have said so; yes, sir.
Q. Well, if you did say so, you meant to say so, didn’t you ?

A. I will take it back; on coming to look at my list of the plate-glass
it is much lower.

Q. Well, if it is plate-glass it is worth $192 P
A. Yes, sir; if it is “double first quality ”it is $37.62.
Q. Instead of $l2O ?

A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Yerhy. How was it charged originally ?

Mr. Doherty. It is charged at $l2O, and a deduction has been made
of $43, making it $77.

Q. (By Mr. Verry ) What are the prices you make for it?
A. For plate, $92 ; double first, $37.62; and $2O for single thick,
Q, Well, if it is plate-glass, he has not charged enough?
A. He has not charged as much as I should have charged; no, sir.
Q. And if it is double first?
A. He has charged the difference between $l2O and $37.62.
Mr. Terry. About 400 per cent!
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What do you make it up from ?

A. From my list, which we sold from at that time.
Q. What time was that ?

A. Last September.
Q. Well, take this first item there; you said that it was about $2O too

much.
A. Yes, I should say it was about $2O too much.
Q. Well, deducting $22.50; that would be a very liberal deduction,

would it not ?

A. Yes, sir; very liberal,

Q. Well, take that charge there, “ two lights of enamel glass ”; how
is $5.26, the charge for that ?

A. Nothing out of the way, sir,
Q. Well, how would $6.50 be ?

A. That would not be out of the way either.
Q, That would not be out of the way either; $0.50 would not be out

of the way; that is what he has charged. Take the next, “ four lights of
enamel glass, $13.25 ”

; would $l3 be too much for that ?
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A. That would depend upon what glass it was; if it was common
enamel glass, I should think it would be a little too much.

Q. And if it was anything nicer than common glass, it would be a fair
price P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you look in the Council Chamber to see

what that was ?

A. I looked where he showed me.
Q. Can you tell me whether it was plate-glass or double thick ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Which is it ?

A. Single thick.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Which is single thick P
A. Well, what he showed me down stairs ; small size; I didn’t meas-

ure the size, but I saw one of the smallest sizes down there; I don’t
know what size it was.

Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Mr. Page, were you shown any plate glass ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Nowhere about the premises?
A. No, sir.
Q. How many squares of plate-glass are charged there, or cannot you

tell?
A. One hundred and ninety-three lights.
Q. One hundred and ninety-three lights of plate-glass ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you have not been shown any ?

A. No, sir; he only took me to one room, I think.
The Messenger. I took him to the Council Chamber, as desired.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Well, you ask Mr. Tucker to show Mr. Page

around where the glass was set; and, of course, if you see plate-glass, you
will know ?

A. Yes, sir.

[Adjourned till 3 P. M.]

AFTERNOON SESSION.

James S. Holden —Sworn.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) What is your name in full, sir ?

A. James S. Holden.
Q. You are the timekeeper, or were timekeeper, at the Boston post-

office, during its erection?

A. I was.
Q, During what time P
A. Four or five years.
Q, Kept the time of the men, sir ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I want to ask you what the custom was, on legal holidays—-na-

tional holidays—whether the men were paid or not ?
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A. They were allowed pay for legal holidays; they did not get any
extra pay, providing they worked.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Have you got a list of the men who worked
there last fall ?

A. Have I got a list ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. No, sir.
Q. Can you furnish us with a list ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Where are the lists which you kept ?

A. I couldn’t tell you, sir.
Q. What do you do with them P
A. I have no further use for them after they are full, and give them

away.
Q. To whom ?

A. To the superintendent or auditor of accounts.
Q. In the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know the names of the men who worked on the post-office

last fall?
A. Well, I could not remember them all; I could remember some of

them.
Q. Well, you may state the names of those you can remember that

worked there last fall with Mr. Flood.
A. Well, probably I could not mention more than half the names.
Q. Well, go on, and state it loud enough for the reporter to hear;

give the names of those who worked for Mr. Flood last fall.
A. What do you mean, painters or polishers ?

Q. Painters and polishers both.
A. There were not a great many polishers, only some five or six.
Q. Well, state the names of the polishers.
A. John Maguire, Daniel A. Twigg, Edward Maguire and Joseph

Farrell. I think the painters were very numerous.
Q. Well, mention all those whom you can remember.
A. Thaxter Tolman, Richard Newell, Calvin Newell, Daniel Sullivan,

Frederick Frazer, Charles Frazer (two brothers), Charles E. Whittier,
Daniel L, Hart, I think his name was. I cannot remember them now; if
I had the book to look over I think I could give the names.

Q. Augustus Doe, was he one of them ?

A, No, sir; Ido not remember him.
Q. James Gilchrist ?

A. No, sir.
Q. James Andrews ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Thomas McKenney ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Any one by the name of Brown ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Holbrook?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Myers ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Phillips?
A. No, sir.
Q. Any one by the name ofHarry Baldwin P
A. Yes,, sir.
Q. James Moore and Han-}' Ban -ett ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Thomas Scannell ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Thaxter Johnson ?

Mr. Doherty. That is a mistake, it should have been Tolman.
Witness. Yes, sir; Thaxter Tolman.
Q. Any one by the name of John Maguire ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Michael Head ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Any one by the name of Thomas Brougham ?

A. Yes, sir!
Q. Any one that is called Dave or David ?

A. David Cairns ? Yes, sir.
Q. Crear?
A. Robert Crear? Yes, sir.
Q. Daniel Sullivan ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. John Sullivan ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Morty Sullivan ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Florence Fitzgerald ?

A. Yes, sir; he worked there a short time.
Q. Joseph Merrill?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Daniel Twigg?
A. Daniel Twiggs, it should be.
Q. James McKenzie ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Peter Breed, or Breen ?

A. No, sir.
Q. David Rourke ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. James Farrell ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. John Bryant ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you think of any others ?

A. No, sir; I cannot think of them now, sir; it is so long a time since
I was down there.
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Q. O, of course. All of those men that you have named worked at
some time or other last fall in the post-office ?

A. They did; yes.
Q. Now these men testified to signing the rolls at Mr. Flood’s office

How was that ?

A. I don’t know anything about that.
Q. Did you ever give them into his custody ?

A. I never had anything to do with the rolls.
Q. Pay-rolls, I mean ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) You never had anything at all to do with

them ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did Mr. Flood ever have charge of the pay-

rolls, and the keeping of the men’s time ?

A. I know nothing about that.
Q. You had nothing to do with them ?

A No, sir; I simply kept the time, and passed it in. I had nothing to
do with the rolls, and did not see. the rolls.

Q. Well, keeping this time, you had more or less half-days against
the men, hadn’t you ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It was not an even number of men every day, was it ?

A. No, sir; the time was very uneven.
Q. There were a great many of the days, I suppose, where a man

would work half a day, and then go away and come back and work
again ?

A. Yes, sir; the time was very uneven.
Q. Some of the men would be sent off by Mr. Flood from the post-

office to other places P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know where they were sent ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know whether any were sent from there up here ?

A. I could not say as to that.
Q. Do you know whether any were sent from here down there ?

A. I could not say as to that; I had no recollection of it at that time.
Q. Was anybody else, that you know of, keeping the time for Mr.

Flood’s men down there, except you ?

A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Did you give Mr. Flood a transcript ofyour time ?

A. I never did, sir.
Q. So he never took any copy of that ?

A. No, sir.
Q. As far as you know, he had no one in his employ that took the time

there, except you ?

A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. And you, in no way, shape or manner, gave him a transcript of

your time ?
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A. I never did.
Q. (By the Chairman.) You were not employed by Mr Flood?
A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Who were you employed by ?

A. By the Government.
Q. Did you keep the time of all the men that worked there at all

times?

A. I did, sir.
Q. Masons, plasterers, lathers, polishers, etc. ?

A. Yr 6s, sir.
Q. Men have testified that they worked down there at the Boston post-

office, and that they worked here, and that the time has been charged on
the post-office; that they have gone down there in the morning, and
come up here ; could they do so ?

A. They could not; it could not be possible.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) You mean it could not be possible that they

came up here and you charged it there ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It is entirely possible that they came up here ?

A. They may have come here in the morning, and if so, they never
answered roll-call.

Q. In keeping the time, you called the roll in the morning ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And called the roll at night?
A. No, sir; I called the roll at morning and noon.
Q. And if a man answered to the roll-calls both times, you gave him

credit for a whole day ?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, how did you give him credit ?

A. I visited the work everywhere half a dozen times a day.
Q. You were on the work every day ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. It was your duty to visit the work every day ?

A. Yes, sir; it was my duty to visit the work every day.
Q. The men who were transferred from there never got credited for

their work ?

A. No, sir; they never got credited on my books.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) To whom did you return your book ? Who did

you return your time to ?

A. I passed it in to the superintendent—no, not the superintendent,
but auditor of accounts, or clerk, whatever you may call him.

Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Passed it in Saturday night ?

A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Do you think you were so familiar with the

men that it would be impossible for men to go away after the roll-call
and you not know it ?

A. Yes, sir; I think I was.
Q. .How many men worked on that building at any one time, masons

and anybody ?
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A. About 175 at any one time,

Q. And you knew them so well they could not haye answered to
the roll-call and gone away without your knowing it ?

A. They might have gone away for half an hour or so.
Q. If any of them went away for half an hour, would you have dis-

covered it before noon ?

A. I would, sir; my duty was to visit the men half a dozen times a
day. I was over that building all day, and would travel through the
building about 30 times a day.

Q. Well, now, is it not a fact that a man could go into that building
in the morning, wearing the same clothes that he left in the night before,
and change his clothes from a plasterer’s to a painter’s suit, and you
would hardly know him ?

A. No, sir; it would not be possible, Mr. Paul.
Mr. Paul. I know it has been possible with me on many occasions;

I think I have seen some.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) If I understand you, you say Mr. Flood never

saw your book ?

A. No, he never saw my book.
Q. So, whatever knowledge he had of the time-of his men there, was

something that he did not get from you ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Supposing Mr. Flood had separate time-bills, your time-bills

would not show or be any check upon Mr. Flood’s time-bills ?

A. I don’t know as to that; I never heard of Mr. Flood having a time-
book as regards working on the building. If he kept one, he kept it
outside; and whether he did that or not, I couldn’t say. I could not say
what books were kept; I did not see any.

Q. If Mr, Flood, or any one in his behalf, kept a list of the men who
worked for him, and charged the men both to the United States Govern-
ment and to the Commonwealth, there is nothing in your time-bills that
would be a check, or show that ?

A. I could not say as to that.
Q. You don’t know of any check that it would be ?

A. No, sir.
Mr. Doherty. He would want to know what this list was—that other

bill here, I suppose.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) What did you keep the time for ?

A. I kept it for the Government.
Q. Well, did you see that they did not overpay the contractors ?

A. There were no contractors.
Q. You say there were no contractors?
A. It was all day-work ; that is, the construction of the building; the

different kinds of work were let out by contract.
Q. And the money was paid the men individually, and not to Mr.

Flood?
A. Yes, sir; the mason-work and the carpenter-work was all day-

work.
78
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Q. And the money was paid to the men individually, and not to Mr.
Flood?

A. Yes, sir; they were paid monthly.
Q. At the post-office ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And Mr. Flood had nothing to do with them ?

A. Not to my knowledge; no more than anybody else. Ho was there,
as a general thing, when the men were paid.

Q. He was looking over the list, or checking, it or making any mem-
orandums ?

A. As a kind of looker-on.
Q. The same as he would be there at any other time ?

A, Yes, sir.

Walter Page—Recalled.
Mr. Doherty. I understood Mr. Page was going through the State

House to see something about the different kinds of glass.
Mr. Churchill. Yes, sir; the plate-glass.
Q (By the Chairman.) Have you looked around the State House,

Mr. Page ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you find any plate-glass ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How much ?

A. Well, I found a great part of it in this side of the building—the
Mount Vernon Street side—was plate-glass, in the basement, and two or
three stories above, and the outside windows.

Q. Does that correspond with the amount charged in the bill ?

A. I should say, by looking at it, that it was just about that number;
I did not count them.

Q. (By Mr, Colburn.) I think you stated the quality of the glass in
the Council Chamber ?

A. Yes, sir; I did, this morning.
Q. IVhat did you say it was ?

A. I said it was all single thick.
Q. That is the lowest-price glass ?

A. No, sir; that is not the lowest-price glass.
Q. Well, that is the lowest you have given here ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Does the size correspond with the size

charged there ?

A. I should say it was about that size; it is 12x18 put down here;
it may be smaller however.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) Do you mean to say that plate-glass is about
what he charged here ?

A. Yes, sir; I saw on the first of this bill 198 lights; and it was about
that number which I saw.

Q. (By Mr Paul.) Do you mean all that was set, or what was set
about the time of the repairs ?
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A. It was the new part of the building, as they called it, I think.
Q. Well, that was built six or seven years ago.
A. Well, that is all 1 have seen.
Q. Well, all you make out in the house is on that side P
A. Yes, sir; that was all I saw; there was some on this side, however,

but a very little.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Would it be any object in setting plate-

glass on two sides of the building, and not on any other ?

A. Just the fancy, I should think.
Mr. Churchill. Well, that is all I wanted to find out; whether it was

fancy, or what it was.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You could not tell whether it was reset or not?
A. I did not examine the setting, I only examined the glass.
Q. Well, you could not tell whether it was reset before, or when it

was repaired ?

A. I could not say, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Doherty.) Well, I think you said about as many lights

as that ?

A. Yes, sir; it is on the other page of the bill, about 198 lights, I
think; I did not count them; there might be no more than a hundred.

Q. (By Mr. Shaw.) You could not tell whether it was set before, or
reset at that time P

A. That is not my forte, the resetting part.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Page, have you left your memorandum

here, so that the cost of the glass charged in the bill can be easily ascei--
tained ?

A. I should think so; I have given the prices that we gave at that
time, last year, early in the fall.

Q. But you have not tabulated it, so as to put it all together ?

A. I have put the price beside each size, all but footing up; but I
think you can find it without difficulty.

James Barrett—Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) This is the statement, is it, of all the new

plumbing-work that was done by you, last fall, in the State House P
A. Yes, sir; that is, where there was no old plumbing.
Q. Where there was no old plumbing ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that all the work you did, which is not included in this list, was

the taking out of old plumbing and putting in of new plumbing, and fur-
nishing new materials ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, can you give us an idea of the value of this new work, both

of labor and material ?

A. I could not, sir; I could only of one part of it; that is, I could get
at the basin in the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s room ; I can also get
at one in the Clerk’s room of the House of Representatives.

Q. Those three you can get at ?

A. Yes, sir, I can; they are very easily got at.
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Q. How much should you say those were worth ?

A. I should say between $5OO and $6OO.
Q. That includes labor and material P
A. Yes, sir.
Q. That includes the basin in the Secretary of State’s room; wash-

basin, complete, in the Clerk of the House ofRepresentative’s room; and
what else ?

A. That is connecting water with drinking-pitcher, I think they call
it, in the hall.

Q. Furnishing, and putting new supply to ice-pitcher, in the hall.
A, Yes, sir,
Q. For the first three things, which are mentioned in the bill, you

think the cost of labor and materials will be about $5OO or $6OO ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The item, lining four new cisterns, and lining floor underneath,

you cannot give ?

A. No, sir, I cannot. That is all mixed in with the other work; it
was done at various times, and not all at one time.

Q. And six water-closets, four urinals, and thirteen wash-bowls, you
cannot give any estimate ?

A. No, sir; I cannot.
Mr. Colburn. I put this in as an exhibit: —

Memorandum of new work and material at Slate House , in places where
none were before.

One wash-basin, complete, in Secretary of State’s room.
One wash-basin, complete, in Clerk of House of Representatives’ room.
Furnishing and putting new supply to ice-pitcher in hall. Also lining

four (4) new cisterns, and lining floors underneath; six (6) water-closets;
four (4) urinals, and thirteen (13) wash-bowls.

Q. (By Mr. Terry.) Mr. Barrett, I believe there is charged in your
bill 36 cocks ; am I right in the number ?

A. Yes, sir; I think that is about the number.
Q. How many of them were for new basins, and how many for old?
A. I think not more than 18 of them.
Q. Eighteen for new and 18 for old ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What has become of the old faucets ?

A. The old faucets ?

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I think they are credited on the bill as old brass.
Q. Credited on the bill ?

A. Yes, sir; as old brass.
Mr. Terry. Uo you find that there, Mr. Colburn ?

Mr. Colburn. This is a tabulated'bill; I don’t find any credit except:
“ By merchandise returned, $26.57.”

Witness. You will find it on the card which I gave you, Mr. Colburn.
Mr. Colburn. Exactly; but that should be on the bill, also.
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Witness. The same thing is on the bill, precisely.
Mr. Yekey. How much is the full amount of the bill P
Mr. Colburn. Three thousand one hundred thirteen dollars and

ninety-three cents, and a credit of $25.57, leaving $3,088.36 the total
amount of the bill after credit is given.

Witness. I think you will find there is more credited than that, sir.
Mr. Yeery. The bill which is reported here is $3,040.86.
Mr. Colburn. On this original bill there is a credit of $63.06, which

leaves a balance of $3,040.86.
Mr. Verey. What is that credit for P
Mr. Colburn. It is 637 pounds of old lead and 47 pounds of old brass;

that is all the credit which is given on the bill, except these other items.
Mr. Yerry. What are those 47 pounds of old brass credited at ?

Mr. Colburn. Twelve cents a pound—a little less than $6. Then
there is another credit for merchandise returned of $25.57, making the
total credits $63.

Q. (By Mr. Yerry.) Now, you put in cocks there that cost from
$4.50 to $6 apiece ?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. And you credited on an average 36 cents apiece for those which

you have taken away ?

A. There was some more old brass belonging to the water-closets
which I have taken out.

Q. Then you have not credited so much as that ?

A. They did not average, perhaps, a pound apiece.
Q. And you have credited them at 12 cents apiece, if they weighed a

pound ?

A. Yes, sir; they may weigh more.
Q. Did you take the cooks out of the basins in the Senate wash-room ?

A. No, sir; I did not touch them there.
Q. Where did you take them from ?

A. Well, all over the place, sir; all over the other portion of the
house.

Q. Weren’t they fit to use ?

A. No, sir; they were not; they were worn-out. They leaked very
bad.

Q. How long had they been in use ?

A. I don’t know, sir; I could not tell you.
Q. (By Mr. Shaw ) Could not there have been new packings put in ?

A. No, sir; they were not that kind; they were all plug faucets.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn ) Then, in all this new work which you put in,

in the place of the old work, you credited the old materials simply as old
brass and old lead. They were of no value ?

A. That is all, sir.
Q. They were all worn-out, and could not be used for any purpose

whatever, except as old brass and old load ?

A. Yes, sir; all of the old brass, or lead, or copper which I take from
a building, I take a hammer at the shop, and break it, so that it cannot
be used by anybody else. It would not pay to repair them.
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Q Well, is it not rather extraordinary that so much old material
should be absolutely worthless, except as junk ?

A. That is all it was worth, sir. I allowed for that the same as I allow
to all my other customers. If any one will take the pains to go down to
my shop, I will show them any quantity of faucets I have taken out, and
I will sell them for old brass, and the same with respect to old lead.

Q. If you were going to take out faucets and other plumbing
material, which had been in a year, and replace it by new, you would
give no credit except as old junk?

A. Yes, sir; I have taken out after six months.
Q. And gave no credit except as old junk?
A. Yes, sir,

Q That is to say, if stuff which was originally good and was taken
out—

A. If it was originally good I don’t think I should have done so.
Q. Then you mean to say all this stuff was bad when put in ?

A. It was all good once, no doubt, but it was all worn-out when I
took it out.

Q. Well, supposing good stuff was put into a house, and you took
it within six months or a year and put in newer stuff, would you give any
credit for the stuff which was originally good ?

A. Ido not take out stuff in that way. If I take a man’s house, and
he wants to retain any portion of the stuff in the house, I do so ; but if
he wants me to take it out, I allow him what it is worth as old brass and
junk.

Q. Even if it had only been in six months ?

A. Well, that very seldom happens where it has to be taken out in six
months; but there are some cases where poor material has been put in
where they leak in six months, and the material is very soft and very
easily worn-out.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Did any of this work come out of the new addi-
tion put on six or seven years ago; did some of this work which you
took out come from that part of the building?

A. I presume it did, sir; it came out of various parts of the building.
Q. Well, how long ought that pipe to wear, good copper pipe ?

A. Well, I could tell you of a case of a house which had been plumbed
six months, and never used before until the water was let into it, and it
was taken out by the owner.

Q. In consequence of being poor pipe ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Who did that plumbing ?

A. Well, I don’t wish to give any names.
Mr. Paul. I have been wearing pipe in my house for sixteen years,

with the full force of the Cochituate on it, and it is not worn-out.
Witness. So have I, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Paul.) Well, sir, I saw some pipe down in the base-

ment a long piece of pipe; where it was cut off, the pipe was certainly
good enough to be put back again by what I call our best plumbers; I
would risk my whole house on it; I thought to myself, when I saw it, if
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that was the character of the pipe which came out of this building, there
ought to be more pipe credited on our bill than there has been.

A. I can only say, I have credited every pound of stuff which I have
taken out of this building; that I will swear to, on my solemn oath.

Q. You think you have taken no pipe out of this building which was
good enough to be put back again ?

A. No, sir; I did not. It is not likely I would take out a piece of pipe
and splice it with new.

Q, Would it not look just as well under the floor, after it was laid P
A. I don’t think it would make a first-class job.
Q. But would it not look just as well underneath the floor, after it was

laid?
A. I don’t think it would make a first-class job. As far as looks are

concerned, that is another thing.
Q. Were all those faucets—the 18 you took out—in bad order ?

A. Yes, sir; without exception. There are now some which are left
you will find them in the Senate Chamber—which are leaking very

badly. They were ground a year ago ; if I remember, less than a year
ago.

Q. How many did you leave in, which were in when you came ?

A. There are six there; I know that, and I don’t know how many
more there have been left.

Q. Don’t you think it very remarkable that three-fourths of these
faucets should give out between June and July ?

A. Ido not think it is very remarkable. Some of them have been
there seven years; I don’t know how long the others had been there.
I think seven years is a pretty good test for any faucet.

Q. But they were only used six months in the year ?

A. Well, that don’t make much difference. I think if they were used
as they ought to be they would wear longer.

William Trainer —Recalled.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Can you give any idea, Mr. Trainer, from

looking at the memorandum which Mr. Barrett has just furnished me, of
what a fair px-ice for the labor and the materials in that new work, as set
forth there, would be ?

A. No, sir; I could not, because I cannot tell how much of the stock
he used.

Q. But the first three items, could not you those ? You have seen
them, I believe ?

A. This ain’t like anything that I saw there ; there was a water-closet
and wash-basin and urinal, which he said were put in new, as entirely
new.

Q. When you went over the State House, he represented to you
that all was entirely new ?

A. Yes, sir; when I went over the State House, there was a wash-
basin, a cistern and urinal entirely new—it only says one wash-basin
here.
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Q. Do you recall anything else which he said was new, besides what
is mentioned on that memorandum, where there was none before ?

A. Well, I think in the Secretary’s room he said he put a new basin,
new cocks and new pipes, and lined under the basin.

Q. Was that a place where there was none before?
A. There was an old basin there, I think.
Q. lam merely asking now of new work being put in where there

was none before ?

A. Then there was a water-closet outside in the entry, which was
represented to me as new.

Q. Where there was no water-closet before ?

A. Yes, sir; so I understood it. On the floor below there were two
new water-closets.

Q. Where there were none before ?

A. Yes, sir; his man went round with me. Then, I think, in the base-
ment there were two new water-closets.

Q. Where there were none before P
A. Yes, sir; one urinal, one basin, one entire new stand for the basin;

and the pipes were all represented to be put in new, and the basins all
reset.

Q. You have just heard his statement now,—that this is all the work
put in where there was no plumbing before P

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that all the rest of the work, besides that embraced in this

memorandum, consisted in taking out old work and replacing it by new ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, sir, taking that statement of Mr. Barrett’s, do you see any

reason to modify your estimates made before as to the value; and if so,
what would be your estimate now as to the value, assuming that to be
a correct memorandum of all the new work where there was no plumb-
ing before ?

A. Well, that would make a considerable difference in my estimate.
Q. It would make a considerable difference ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you give any idea how much of a difference ?

A. It would be a pretty hard thing for me to give any idea of it.
Q. But it would materially reduce, I understand you to say, your

former estimate of the plumbing done here?
A. Well, I should think it would according to that, because I cannot

see—
Mr. Baurett. Will the gentleman allow me to explain it ? I think

he has misinformed the Committee about it. I didn’t say that that was
all new work which was put in; I said I put those three items in entirely
new, and none other. I put that distinctly to Mr. Trainer; but the other
is where there was no lead before. It don’t alter the work a particle,
only there was sheet-lead used where there was none before. That
water-closet in the Clerk’s room of the House of Representatives, and the
wash-basin in the Secretary’s room, and the ice-pitcher, is new work.
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Mr. Colburn. You don’t say anything about the new water-closets
put in ?

Mr. Barrett. No, sir; you and your expert saw all the water-closets •

you can go over it now in half an hour with any other expert you might
select.

Mr. Colburn. I understand Mr. Trainer to say that this was new
work, where there was no work before ?

Mr. Barrett. He could not have understood it so.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Mr. Trainer, did you understand it to be new

work ?

A. I understood it was all new work; that the pip'es, and everything
in it, was all new work.

Mr. Verry. That is justwhat Mr. Trainer testified to before as new
work. He estimated seven water-closets in this wing as new work.

Mr. Colburn. Now, you don’t state that that is all new work, Mr.
Barrett P

Mr. Barrett. I certainly do. I put in two new water-closets and re-
placed them by new pipes.

Mr. Colburn. I am asking about new work, where there was no
plumbing before ?

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir, I do; I will give it, too, in another state-
ment.

Mr. Colburn. But you have given this to me, and have sworn to it,
where there was no new work before.

Mr. Barrett. No, sir; I said new lead. I should be very sorry to
make such a statement of that kind—there were only these two water-
closets new.

Mr. Colburn. I understand you to say, then, that all the new work,
where there was no plumbing before, is simply two wash-basins ?

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; that is all.
Mr. Colburn. And that is all the new plumbing in this building

where there was none before P
Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; that is correct.
Mr. Colburn. And all the other work which you have done consisted

in taking out old plumbing and putting in new plumbing ?

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; with the exception of lining the water-closets
with new lead, and that I pointed out to Mr. Trainer as he went through
the building. He saw it himself, and talked to me about it.

Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Now, Mr. Trainer, would it he more or loss
work to put in plumbing where it had previously existed, or to put it all
in new ?

A. I don’t think there is much difference about that.
Q. Why, wouldn’t you have all the places cut ?

A. The places would be all cut; it would be only carpenter’s work.
Q. Well, it would be less work, wouldn’t it ?

A, It would not make a great deal of difference to the plumber.
Q, It would make a great deal of difference in the preparation ?

A. Yes, sir; it would make a considerable difference in the prepara-
tion ; the carpenter does that, under the plumber’s instructions.

79
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Q. Now, in taking out old plumbing and putting in new, or plumbing
that has been in five, six or seven years, and if it was good originally,—
«that is, the old plumbing that was taken out was good originally,—is it
good for nothing besides old junk when it is taken out?

A. The lead .that we take out we don’t allow anything for it but old
lead, because it costs more to fix it up again,than it would to putin new;
the difference in labor would cost about the same, aud old cocks we never
put back.

Q. So it is only old junk, as Mr. Barrett has testified ?

A. Yes, sir. It is not often we can repair cocks, put them back again,
replate them if they are good; if they are worth it.

Q. Well, ordinarily, do you throw away the old cocks ?

A. Yes, sir; in about ninety-five cases out of a hundred we do.
Q. Well, now, having seen this memorandum of Mr. Barrett’s and

heard his explanation of it, and having gone over the work, is there any
change in your estimate which you gave yesterday, or at the last hearing,
as to the value of this plumbing ?

A. Well, I cannot say that I can make any judgment by that; I can-
not form any opinion.

Q. Well, on hearing his statement, which he has made here ?

A. Well, if his statement is correct, I should not make any change ;
but I cannot make anything out of that memorandum at all.

Q. How long ought good plumbing, in such a building as this, to
last?

A. With slight repairs, it ought to last 15 or 20 years, perhaps; that
is, for first-rate stock, and the work done well.

Q. So that this plumbing, which was put in in 1867 or 1868, if it was
good plumbing, ought to need only some slight repairs to make it good
at the present time ?

A. Well, I should think so; I don’t know how good it was when put
in.

Q. Well, assuming that it was good plumbing—that is my assump-
tion ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Have you any means of judging as to the

old plumbing which was done; did you see any of it ?

A. I saw it in the west wing there, sir.
Q. Well, can you tell if it was good plumbing, taking into considera-

tion the time it was used ?

A. It looked very fair, as far as I could see.
Q, Well, what you would call good plumbing ?

A. Yes, sir; as far as I could see.
Q. Are not Lockwood & Lumb accustomed to doing good work in the

plumbing line—the best work ?

A. Yes, sir; they stand A No, 1.
Q. (By Mr. Paul ) Would any plumber be likely, doing work for

the State of Massachusetts, to put in poor work or poor stock, working
by the day ?

A. Well, they ought not to.
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Q. Well, from what you know of Lockwood & Lumb, would you think
they would do so ?

A. I should not think they would do so.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Well, working by the day, men put in the

best stock and the best materials ?

A. Yes, sir; they always calculate to, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Well, what is your usual price for a plumber

and helper ?

A. Well, I charge f7.50 a day.
Q. Well, what do you consider a helper; in that case, how far along

is he advanced in the business ?

A. Sometimes they ain’t a week, and sometimes three or four years,
but we don’t often send a boy out as early as that. They generally cost
about f 6 a day, and we calculate to make 75 cents apiece out of that,
and that makes up for lost time.

Q. (By Mr. Paul.) How far do you consider them advanced in the
business when they can sit down and wait for the solder to melt ?

A. That don’t take them over three or four days.
James Barrett—Recalled.

Q. (By Mr Churchill.) Did you ever work, in your line of business,
on the State House before as plumber ?

A. Yes, sir; I worked in the wash-room off the Senate Chamber.
Q. In whose employ were you ?

A. Major Morissey’s.
Q. Major Morissey’s ?

A. Yes, sir; I have done a job down at the State building in Pember-
ton Square; that was the first job I ever did for the State of Massa-
chusetts. The commissioners came down there and saw that building;
I didn’t know any of them then, and I don’t know them now to speak to.

Q. Were you employed by Mr. Wiley before?
A. No, sir.
Q. Were you employed by Mr. Wiley at this time to do this plumbing-

work ?

A. Yes, sir; he gave the directions.
Q. Did you apply for the position of plumber ?

A. No, sir; I have not asked any gentleman in the State House for it.
Q. Did he come to you—Mr. Wiley ?

A. No, sir; I was working here at the time, doing some repairing,
when they commenced repairing the State House.

Q, You were working here at that time under Major Morissey’s
directions, when Mr. Wiley engaged you to do additional work, and that
was the way you came to do it ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Colburn.) Did you say you did plumbing on Mr.

Wiley’s house ?

A. No, sir; I did not.
Q. (By Mr. Peirce.) Did Mr. Wiley go round with you much to see

what was needed ?
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A. Yes, sir; wo didn’t take anything out without consulting Mr.
Wiley.

Q Mr, Wiley was consulted in every case, of that you are satisfied ?

A. Yes, sir; of that lam satisfied.
Q. (By Mr. Churchill.) Was anybody else with Mr. Wiley when

he was consulted ?

A. No, sir; sometimes the State House carpenter might have been
with him,

Q. Mr. Simmons ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Wore any other members of the commission or of the sub-com-

mittee with him—Mr.Kimball or Mr. Loring ?

A. I never saw either one of them.
Allow me to correct Mr. Paul, in answer to his question about that

piece of pipe; that is a piece of waste-pipe belonging to a pump, that
has been there for years; that is the piece of pipe which you saw, Mr.
Paul, and that is a very heavy pipe, and weighs three or four pounds to
the foot

Mr, Paul. Yes, sir; that is a very good piece of pipe, and was re-
cently cut.

Mr. Barrett. Yes, sir; hut that did not come out of the plumbing,
at all.

[Adjourned till 9, a. m., Wednesday, May 5, 1875.]
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EIGHTEENTH HEARING.

SENATOR CLARK, OF FRANKLIN, IN THE CHAIR.

Wednesday, Way 5, 1875.

ARGUMENT OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY - GENERAL W. G. COLBURN,
FOE THE COMMONWEALTH.

Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen of the :

In obedience to the request of the legislature, Mr. Train
came up here in the early stages of this hearing, and, I think,
continued until some hundred or more pages of this testi-
mony had been taken. I then came in to relieve him for a
day or two, but the exigencies of the business of the office of
Attorney-General have compelled me to remain here while he
attended to the business there. I am, then, under the disad-
vantage of arguing a case, some of the witnesses in which I
have not seen and heard. That, however, may be compen-
sated for by two facts :—First, that the testimony of these
witnesses has all been reported, and, of course, I have read
it; and it is open to you to read it all, in case I misunder-
stand it. In the second place, the composition of the Com-
mittee is such as to save counsel any great labor in the argu-
ment of a case like this, where the issues involved depend
upon the value of labor and material. The Committee is
composed, for the most part, of gentlemen who are much
more familiar with this subject than I am ; many of them hav-
ing men in their employ, and being conversant with the prices
charged for materials, so that little that counsel may say will
enlighten them. Those two advantages perhaps counterbalance
the fact of my not having heard the whole testimony, which
would be so essential in the trial of a case in a court of law,
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where the appearance of a witness and the manner of making
his statement, often determine the degree of credit to be
given to him.

I

The Interest of the State.
Now, in this matter, —although speaking for the interests

of the Commonwealth,—there is one suggestion due to the per-
sons coming up here with these claims. In the first place, the
Commonwealth is not subject to a suit; no citizen can drag
the Commonwealth into the courts of the Commonwealth
or of the United States upon his claim. The legislature
is the supreme judge upon these matters, and it is there-
fore incumbent upon it, in case of doubt, to give the
claimants the benefit of that doubt. The Commonwealth
does not come in at any time to screw down wages, to
decrease the price of labor, or prevent mechanics from
making their fair profit. It has no interest in doing so,
and there being no appeal from this tribunal, it would be
improper to do it. In any suggestions I propose to make, I
do not intend to take the lowest estimates. If I were talking
to a jury, I might take the lowest and the highest estimates
and strike an average ; or, I might single out a fair man, and
take his estimate. But in considering the claims here, I
assume that the Commonwealth has no interest in reducing
the price of labor and materials, but is willing to pay the
highest price that any contractor or public corporation pays;
and, for the most part, I shall take the higher, if not the
highest, estimate, and I am not here to dispute upon
small matters, or where I think there is any doubt. Unless
this Committee is satisfied that there is a substantial and con-
siderable overcharge in these bills; unless I, myself, were
satisfied that there was an overcharge in those bills, I should
not urge for one moment that this Committee should reduce
them. When the Commonwealth has paid a very fair, and
in some cases the largest and highest market value for labor
and materials, then it has done all that could be expected.
But the Commonwealth should not be asked to give away
money; all that can be asked is, that these men shall have
the highest market price for their labor and materials, and
any claim or any debt not based upon a fair consideration, is
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founded in fraud, and should be abated or rejected. Thus
much as preliminary to these matters, and I will now take
up a little more in detail the claims as they stand in Senate
Document, No. 67.

The Carpenter’s Bill.
The first claim upon the list is that of George H.

Simmons. I don’t propose to spend any time before this
Committee to show that they should not pay George H. Sim-
mons, for I think they are satisfied that that claim should not
be paid. There are only one or two suggestions I would like
to make upon that point. Mr. Simmons has already been
overpaid. His total claim is $5,435.03, and he has been paid
with the exception of $235; of this claim, $3,777.50 are for
labor, and $1,657.53 for materials. Mr. Simmons, as you
will remember, was what is called the State House carpenter;
that is to say, a man who had been jobbing about the State
House for some years doing what was wanted, and receiving
pay for it according to the work; or, more strictly speaking,
according to the charge. He is not a master-builder; it does
not appear that he had any large contracts, or had charge of
any great number of men. He was a sort of journeyman
jobber about the State House; he appears to have had no
shop except a room in the State House where he kept his
tools and things. He had no great number of men about
him except those employed at the State House, and, as he is
not in any sense a contractor, he is not entitled to a profit on
his men. He is paid very well for his own time, and he has
not laid out of his money for the materials which he has pur-
chased, because, as I said, all his bill, except $235, was paid
him within a very short time after the work was done. The
probability is, that he received his money before he paid for
the materials, because, when this matter came before the
commissioners, he had been paid his whole claim, except
the $225. Now, Mr. Simmons had eleven men, includ-
ing himself, for whom he made a charge of $4 a day.
The average sum which he paid those men, including him-
self at $4 a day, was $2.75; that is to say, he will
average a profit on each man of $1.25 on every day’s labor,
if his bill is paid. There are days’ labor charged.
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If we allow a fair sum for his own time, $4 a clay, and take
off this profit which he made on his men,—which should be
taken off,—he has already been overpaid by not less than
$l,OOO on his labor, as you will see, if you take the trouble
to figure it up. On 942 days’ labor, at $1.25 a day, he has
already made a profit of over $l,OOO. As to the materials,
the Committee have the bills which he presented here, and
have his admission showing that he did not pay the prices
charged in those bills. So, after disallowing a part of those
bills, and making those reductions upon the labor, he cer-
tainly has been overpaid not less than $l,OOO already. Ido
not mention this because I think the legislature can get that
back, but, perhaps, as an indirect criticism upon the commis-
sioners in not revising and examining the bill of Mr. Sim-
mons, and seeing that it was correct.

The Plumber’s Bill.
The next upon this list is the case of James Barrett, the

plumber. His whole bill is $3,040.86: for labor, $992.25 ;

for materials, $2,048.61. None of this bill has been paid.
Now, in the first place, the most remarkable thing about this
matter, is, that there ever should have been any such bill. The
committee on the State House of last year were not aware of
any defects whatever in the plumbing in this building, and
they did not think that anything was needed in that line. No
estimate was made for it; in the discussions among the com-
missioners, they didn’t mention it; and some of the commis-
sioners did not know that any plumbing was to be done until
after it was completed Of course, Mr. \\ iley and Mr. Kim-
ball knew it was going on, and, possibly, Dr. Boring also;
but it doesn’t appear that any of the other commissioners
knew it. I don’t mention that fact to show that Mr. Barrett
shouldn’t have his pay. If he has done the work, he should
be paid, and I only mention it to show that here is a singular
state of things,—that here is a bill for work that was not
known to the commissioners until it was completed. The
way that bill seems to have started is this: when the general
repairs began on the State House, the plumbers were here
doing some small jobbing repairs, such as are always neces-
sary to be done in a large building like this. The plumbers
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suggested that something else ought to be done, and told Mr.oo o o
Simmons, the carpenter, who reported it to Mr. Wiley, and
Mr. Wiley said the plumbing ought to be done. One thing
led to another, and so those men, who came up here to do a
small job in August, worked constantly till the legislature
came together. As they stripped up the boards they found
the plumbing in a wretched condition ; each effort opened up
a wider vista, until at last there were four men at work in-
stead of two, and I have no doubt, that if the legislature had
not come together till next January, those four men would
have continued to find work to do till then.

Now, there is another thing concerning this plumbing, and
that is the way it seems to have been done. Generally, the
plumbers, supposing something ought to be done, reported it
to Mr. Simmons, who, being a co-workman here, concurred
in that idea, and reported it to Mr. Wiley, who, being both
a co-workman as well as a commissioner, also concurred in
the idea; and so everything was left to the discretion of
the plumbers, to do just what they pleased.

So the first remarkable thing that I notice about this
plumbing, is, that there should have been any job at all
that is to say, any considerable job. The second remark-
able thing about the plumbing, is, that whereas five-sixths,
of this work was the replacing of old plumbing by new-
work, and while the value of the new material was in
the neighborhood of $2,000, the total value of the old
material taken out was $63.06. In other words, if the-
old plumbing, when it was put in, cost as much as did
the material used by Mr. Barrett, it has depreciated some-
thing like $1,900 in the course of five or six years. I
don’t know but it is just and fair; but it strikes me> not
being a plumber, as a little strange. The evidence of the
plumber has opened a new light concerning the destructi-
bility of these materials. It has always been supposed,
that brass is one of the most indestructible of metals, but
"more enduring than brass” will have to yield to some now
comparison, if stopcocks and other brass materials used in.
plumbing corrode and honeycomb in seven years. The third
noticeable thing about this bill is, the passion which every-
body not a plumber seems to have had for old lead. It

80
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was impossible to keep the old lead. The plumbers’ tools,
and everything else, were safe; but the old lead was taken
away. The credit that the Commonwealth should have
had for old lead is not a large item ; but it should have been
looked after. According to the testimony of Mr. Telman,
Mr. Wiley, Mr. Simmons and others, there was no difficulty
in procuring a suitable room for preserving the old materials
taken out. But while two or three thousand pounds of new
lead were put in, only about 637 pounds of old lead are cred-
ited ; it is a very small amount, at any rate. Another
thing to be observed with refex-ence to this bill, is this: Here
is a very long bill—composed of so many items, that I doubt
if anybody ever read it through, except the clerk who made
it out, and the unfortunate clerk in the auditor’s office, who
had to tabulate it—for small matex-ials, tacks, and an infinite
number of items, all for materials used while the work was
going on, from day to day, and all charged as they left the
shop; and the singular thing about it is, that, notwithstand-
ing it covers so many small items, the materials should all
have been used up exactly; that there should have been no
stock returned; and that there was always the precise
quantity needed.

This is such an instance of exact calculation, that I think it
is impossible for it to be true. Suppose that all that stock was
takeu out as set forth in that bill, a little at one time and a little
at another, some of it must have been returned, for it is impos-
sible, with so many items, to calculate those things precisely.
So that, summarizing these objections to Mr. Barrett’s bill,
some of which, I must say, do not go to diminish the bill, but
are rather a criticism upon the commissioners for their want
of care in not looking after the wox-k more closely,—they are:
First, unnecessary work. No one can believe that any con-
siderable portion of this plumbing, put in here six or seven
years ago, needed to be taken out and replaced by new; at
the same time, if he has done it, I don’t know that I should
urge that he should not be paid, especially as Mr. Wiley, one
of the commissioners, seems to have assented to everything
the plumber did. Secondly, I don’t think there is sufficient
credit for the old materials taken out, and for the new
materials taken from the shop, which, from the nature of the
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case, could not have been used np. Now, we have had a com-
petent expert go over this plumbing job. Plumber’s work,
like some others, is covered up, and cannot be seen without
ripping up floors and taking down partitions and the making
of an examination so expensive that it would hardly pay.
But this expert has been over it with one of his own men;
he has heard the oral statements of Mr. Barrett, and has seen
his written statement; he has all the information he can have
without actually tearing up the floors and examining the
materials and the way in which the work was done. After
all that, he makes an estimate of the plumbing,—by the way,
it must be borne in mind that this man charges a higher price
than Mr. Barrett for labor, his charge being $7.50, while Mr.
Barrett’s is but $7,—and after as complete and thorough an
examination of the work as could be made, and the reading

7 O

of the bill, he reduces it about $340, and thinks he should
be willing to do the job for $2,700. He is a first-class
plumber, charging higher for his men than Mr. Barrett does,
and he can do it for $2,700, and make a profit. I think
Mr. Barrett’s bill should be reduced at least to that sum.

The Mason-work.
The next bill upon this Senate Document is that of

Robert R. Wiley, for mason-work, $10,363.01. He has
been paid $7,700, and $2,663 is the balance which he claims
to be due. Now, there is a very singular thing about
this bill. Mr. Wiley says he was one of the commis-
sioners,—l don’t criticise him now as a commissioner, but
as a contractor,—but there does not appear to have been
any vote of the commission authorizing him to do this work ;

and a majority of the commission never knew he was employed
till the work was done. Mr. Sanford, Mr. Stickney, and
Mr. Kimball, don’t know when he was employed, and
I don’t know as any of them knew he was employed till
the work was done. At the same time, I don’t mention that as
an argument why he should not be fairly paid for his labor.
This bill of his is for mason-work, plastering, whitening,
paving and a small amount of carpentering, and for materials.
He seems to have let two other men—Mitchell and Baxter—-
have the jobs of whitening and plastering, taking a profit on
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Mitchell’s men, and claiming a profit on Baxter’s men, which
Baxter denies his right to. Mr. Mitchell’s hill is $3,521,50,
which has all been paid. Mr. Baxter’s hill is $1,350. The
aggregate of Mitchell and Baxter’s bills, which are all for
labor, is $4,871.50. Now, we have had competent men—-
experts—come here, wdio have testified as to the value of
this labor of Mitchell. They were accompanied by the men
who did it, and they inspected the work, so far as it could be
done. If there was any doubt, they relied upon the state-
ment of the man who went with them; I refer to Mr.
Dimond’s testimony on page 568, for I think his estimates
were liberal. Now, Mr. Dimond estimates Mitchell’s work,
for which he was paid $3,521.50, at $2,396. Mr. Carleton
estimates the same work at $2,336. Taking the larger
estimate, as I said in the beginning, that takes oIF $1,125.50
from the bill for the work performed by Mitchell. In this
estimate I include $3OO for the whitening of the dome,
because Mitchell’s man told Mr. Dimond and Mr. Carleton
that they did it, although the man who went around with Mr.
Pope said that it was done by Mr. Wiley’s men, and Mr. Pope
also made an estimate upon it; yet, as the estimate made by
Mr. Dimond is larger than that made by Mr. Pope, it gives
the advantage to Mr. Mitchell. I include the whitening ofo o
the dome in the estimate of Messrs. Dimond and Carleton;
and so, when I come to the estimate of Mr. Pope for the
same work, I take that out, which is for the interest of the con-
tractor and is against the State. Now, if we take from this
whole bill of $10,363.01, the amount of Mitchell’s and Baxter’s
bills, and Turner, Kidney & Co’s., and Randall’s, and other
bills, amounting to $5,739.92, that leaves a balance of $4,-
623.09 for Mr. Wiley’s own work. lam now endeavoring
to get at what Mr. Wiley’s bill for his own work is.

Senator Yerry. You are now deducting Mitchell’s and
Baxter’s bills.

Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; I am.
Senator Yerry. Do jmu understand that the estimates of

Dimond and Carleton include both Mitchell’sand Baxter’s bills,
or only Mitchell’s?

Mr. Colburn. I understand them to include both the
whitening and the plastering. Let me see—no, I do not;
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you are correct; I understand that they include only Mitch-
ell’s work.

Senator Yerry. That is my understanding of it.
Mr. Colburn. I see that it is so by referring to the mem-

orandum I made in going over the testimony last evening.
Mr. Pope estimated the value of Mr. Wiley’s work and
materials, exclusive of Turner & Kidney’s bill, and exclusive
of the whitening of the dome, which is included in Mitchell’s
work, at §1,818.60. The total deductions, therefore, amount
to §3,929.99, and leave a balance of §6,433.02 as the fair
amount of Mr. Wiley’s bill, instead of §10,363.01.

Senator Merry. You exclude Turner & Kidney’s bill, and
Mitchell’s, and Baxter’s. What else?

Mr. Colburn. Quite a number ; all the bills he has paid
to other persons for labor and materials. I want to get at
the labor and materials which don’t seem to have been used
in Mr. Wiley’s own work. I want to get at what his own
bill actually is.

Senator Yerry. You make the whole deduction §3,929.99 ?

Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir.
Senator Yerry. What is the difference?
Mr. Colburn. That leaves a balance of §6,433.02 for

Mr. Wiley’s entire bill. Mr. Pope’s estimate was upon Mr.
Wiley’s bill, exclusive of Mitchell’s, Baxter’s and others.
Mr. Pope, who is a very competent expert, and another
gentleman, have gone over Mr. Wiley’s own bill, and
made an estimate of the work and materials. I exclude
Mr. Pope’s estimate of the whitening of the dome, because
I have taken the other, Mr. Pope’s being $lOO less.
So, excluding the whitening of the dome, Mr. Pope’s esti-
mate, as I figure it, is §1,818,60; that is to say, it is
§2,804.49 less than Mr. Wiley’s own proper bill. This makes
the value of his labor and materials, exclusive of Mitchell’s
and the others, at §1,818.60.

Senator Viicry. How is that?
Mr. Colburn. It is §2,804.49 less than Mr. Wiley’s bill

for his own work and materials. He estimates Mr. Wiley’s
work at §1,818.60; whereas, making these reductions, it
leaves Mr. Wiley’s bill for his own work and materials
§2,804.49 less than his bill.
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Mr. Churchill. You take it out?
Mr. Colburn. Yes; and it makes it $2,804.49 less than

Mr. Wiley’s own proper bill. Now, if we take this deduc-
tion of $2,804.49 from Mr. Wiley’s bill, and then take the
deductions which the experts have made from Mitchell’s bill,
the total reduction from the whole is $3,929.99.

Senator Yerry. Won’t you give me the reduction from
Mitchell’s bill?

Mr. Colburn. Eleven hundred and twenty-five dollars
and fifty cents.

Senator Yerry. That is a deduction?
Mr. Colburn. Yes; it is the deduction made by the

expert. The $1,125.50,added to $2,804.49, makes $3,929.99,
if I have made the additions correctly.

Mr. Paul. What do you do with Baxter’s bill?
Mr. Colburn. I leave it unreduced.
Senator Yerry. You consider Baxter’s bill as if it were

all Mr. Wiley’s bill?
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; as if it were all Mr. Wiley’s

bill. Then there is a reduction of $3,929.99, and taking
that from the total bill, it leaves $6,433.02 as the fair amount
of Mr. Wiley’s bill; and the amount, as thus reduced, is in
excess of the estimates that were presented to the legislature
and that the commissioners had before them. When you
come to make this reduction, you have still largely exceeded
the estimates. Now, there is one further suggestion I desire
to make in regard to the reduction upon this bill. These
reductions are based upon the estimates made by the experts;
but there should be a still further diminution. The talk among
the commissioners was, that there should be no profit upon
the materials, and, although there was no formal vote to that
effect, there was just as much of a vote as there was to em-
ploy Mr. Wiley. He should have no profit upon the mate-
rials, although I have made no estimate of what that reduc-
tion should be ; and even without making any deduction for
profit on materials, Mr. Wiley has been overpaid, he having
received $7,700, or $1,267.02 more than is fairly due him.
So we have come to two bills where the men have already
been paid in excess of the work done,—Mr. Simmons’s and
Mr. Wiley’s.
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Small Bills.
There are several bills here which I don’t think are fairly

open to any objection; at least I shall urge no objection to
them, as I think they are fair. Among these are the bills
of Le Moyne, Cook, Rynles & Co., Morss & Whyte, E.
F. Meany, C. S. Parker, J. W. Bartlett, Richard Power &

Son. Then there is the bill of Hicks & Badger, in regard to
which I have just one suggestion to make, the Committee
having gone through it quite fully. Hicks & Badger’s bill is
made up in two ways. In the first place there is a charge for
labor and materials performed and furnished by them, and in
the second place there is a considerable charge for labor and
materials performed and furnished by Morss & Whyte, who
charged a profit to Hicks & Badger, who, in turn, charged
the Commonwealth an additional profit. I don’t know that
any deduction should be made from Hicks & Badger’s bill;
they didn’t solicit the job, and it was Mr. Wiley’s fault, rather
than theirs, that that profit was made. The Commonwealth
cannot ask Hicks & Badger to go and get Morss & Whyte to
do work without their making a profit on the bill of Morss &

Whyte. It would be asking them to do something for nothing.
They should have some pay for that, though perhaps not a full
profit. The reason the Commonwealth has to pay an extra
profit is because Mr. Wiley did not go to Morss & Whyte, but
to Hicks & Badger. There is where the fault comes in that
bill; but it is a small matter, and I don’t care to spend any
more time upon it.

The Outside Painting.

Next, we come to the painting, which, as the Committee are
aware, was done on the outside by Mr. Clark, aud on the
inside by Mr. Flood. Now, Mr. Clark has come here, pre-
sented his books and his vouchers, and accounted for the
time of his men ; and I may say that it is a satisfactory time
account. He had the account kept by his time-keeper, which
is verified by the written or printed statement signed by the
men, which is, perhaps, as correct a way of keeping time as
any one could expect. Mr. Clark took the outside painting,
and did it for about $3,000 less than the estimate. The esti-
mates for the painting, it must be borne in mind, were made



640 [Apr.APPENDIX.

by Mr. Flood, for both the outside and inside. Mr. Clark
has done that work in good time, for $3,000 less than the
estimate, and I have heard no fault found with it. From the
testimony, from my own observation, and from the criticism I
have heard other persons make about that bill, my own judg-
ment is that it is very low. Mr. Wiley says that when he saw
Mr. Clark’s men at work on the outside of the State House,
he believed that it was going to be painted cheaper than it
was ever painted before. I only desire to say that I think
that Mr. Clark’s bill is fair and proper, and should be allowed.

Senator Verry. I don’t understand that his bill is $3,000
less than the estimate.

Mr. Colburn. I believe it is, very nearly. The estimate
for the outside painting, including the gilding of the dome, is
$11,300; the bill is $8,209.94, which is a little more than
$3,000 less than the estimate.

Mr. Churchill. It is here on page 73.
Senator Yerry. The estimate is a little more than I

thought it was.

The Inside Painting.

Now, I wish I could say as much of the bill for the
inside painting. Mr. Flood, as I said, made these estimates,
both for the outside and inside; the outside painting has
been done by another man for some $3,000 less than Mr.
Flood’s estimate; that shows the liberal character of Mr.
Flood’s estimates. If it can be done for $3,000 less than his
estimate, it shows that his estimate was a liberal one ; and I
have no reason to doubt that the same liberal estimate was
made for what was to be done on the inside. I would say
that Mr. Flood seems to have had better opportunities for
judging what the painting, inside and outside, would cost,
than any other man. He had painted the State House, both
outside and inside, before; he had been a member of the
legislature, and had had a survey made, both of the inside
and outside. He has rendered a bill for painting the inside,
specifying the various rooms and the number of square yards
in each, and, on the whole, seems to have possessed more full
and accurate information as to the cost of painting the State
House than anybody else. He made a liberal estimate for
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painting the outside, and it has been done for $3,000 less, but
for the inside I think his bill exceeded the estimate by some
ten or eleven thousand dollars. After the reductions made
by the commissioners, his bill is $19,058.84, while the esti-
mate was $11,537.75,—his bill being something in the neigh-
borhood of $B,OOO in excess of the estimate.

Now, Mr. Flood comes here under rather peculiar circum-
stances. In the first place, there is something which I don’t
quite understand yet about his employment of his foreman.
He agreed to employ one Mr. Reed as foreman, but, by
some means or other, he was induced to hire Mr. McDonald,
who had never been in Mr. Flood’s service before, although
he knew him, and has never been in it since. He was
not only induced to employ Mr. McDonald as foreman,
but the greater number of the men at work here Avere
Mr. McDonald’s own men, not the men avlio had previously
worked for Mr. Flood. There is something in that for
which an explanation should be offered, although I do
not consider it for the purpose of reducing Mr. Flood’s
bill. There is another circumstance to Avhich I desire to call
your attention. If we take the testimony of both Mr.
McDonald and Mr. Flood, we shall find that Mr, Flood went
to Avork upon the State House Avith no arrangement Avhatever
for keeping the time of the men ; that is to say, Mr. McDonald’s
testimony is substantially that he had no orders to keep the
time. He says that Avhen he came up here he thought it
would.be a good plan, for his own benefit, to know Avhat the
cost of this job upon the State House Avas, both for labor
and materials. We can readily see Avhy a mechanic, Avho
might be in hopes of getting such a job, Avould Avant to
know the cost; it might be painted again, and ho bid
for it. He said he did it for his own account, and that he
had some private memoranda on his time-book. At the end of
the second Aveek, he Avent doAvn to Mr. Flood’s shop, and it
occurred to him that Mr. Flood’s Avay of keeping time was
not an accurate one. He criticised it, and told Mr. Flood that
he Avas keeping an account of the time and the stock, and if
you believe the testimony, Mr. Flood afterwards received a
transcript of the time from Mr. McDonald, and paid the men
upon that basis. But I only call attention to this to shoAv

81
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that he began the work with no preparation for keeping the
time. Now, as to this time-book kept by Mr. McDonald.
In the first place, there isn’t any such evidence of its loss as
would lay the foundation for a copy of it to be allowed in
any court of law. After there was a controversy concerning
Mr. Flood’s bill; after he knew that the Committee deemed
the bill excessive and exorbitant, and that it would not be
paid in that form, the time-book was in his possession, if we
may believe his testimony, and he has given no satisfac-
tory account of its loss. He has not satisfied me, and I don’t
believe he has satisfied any disinterested person, that there
was an honest loss of that time-book. It was a thing of too
much consequence to be lost and no more search to have
been made for it, than appears from the testimony to have been
given. In the second place, he comes here, and his counsel
stated—and he is well represented here in that respect—that
he comes here with a copy of that time-book. But when you
come to examine Miss Willis and Mr. Flood, it appears that
he has no copy of that time-book, nor does it clearly appear
that the time-book that Miss Willis had is the one kept by
Mr. McDonald. But waiving the last point for the present,
and supposing that the book Miss Willis had was the time-
book kept by Mr. McDonald, the bill presented here is not
a copy of that book, although it has been repeatedly stated
that it was.

Mr. Doherty. We claim that it is a transcript of it.
Mr. Colburn. It isn’t a copy of the time-book and Mr.

Flood’s memoranda. Mr. Flood himself does indeed expressly
state that the bill is a copy of the time-book and memoranda,
and that he gave them to her with a price-list and directions
to put the whole into proper shape. Miss Willis, too, ex-
pressly states that the book presented here is a copy, but
when you examine her very closely it is evident that it is
not, because she says the book contained the names of the
men on the pages, and she was not instructed to copy them,
but simply to summarize the time at the bottom of each page.
So, then, this book is not a copy of Mr. McDonald’s time-book
and the memoranda furnished by Mr. Flood. There is some
doubt whether this book which was given to Miss Willis was
the book kept by McDonald; if we had the book, with a
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list of the men, and the days in which they worked, then
there would be some data from which Mr. Flood could prove
his bill. But we haven’t got even a copy of it, and if you
examine Miss Willis’s testimony, you will find that she says
the names were on the book, but that she only took a sum-
mary of the time at the bottom. That is the condition in
which Mr. Flood comes here to prove his bill of $19,000. I
don’t think it would ever be allowed in a court of law ; at the
same time, a committee of the legislature are not bound by
the strict rules of law. Ido not come here to urge anything
that will prevent Mr. Flood from getting his fair, full and just
dues ; but, at the same time, he stands here with the loss of the
time-book and these conflicting accounts about the copy. I
don’t propose to go over the testimony introduced concerning
Mr. Flood’s bill, and the prices he has charged for materials
and labor. I cannot go over all that in detail, as it would
take too much time; it is all in print, and it would not be
necessary. I shall make my examination of Mr. Flood’s bill
somewhat brief. Now, we have had a survey of this house ;

in fact, we have the evidence of two surveys, and they differ
very largely. I propose to take the larger survey, as being
the one most unfavorable to the Commonwealth. Taking
the larger survey, then, we have as the aggregate of the
painting surface here 21,082 square yards, of which there
were 13,506—I omit the fractions, because that is a small
matter—square yards of plain coloring. Well, now, we have
had quite a lot of experts here who have testified upon the
value of painting. Some have fixed the price for two coats
as low as 20 cents, and three coats at 35 cents. I think none
of them estimated three coats of paint higher than 35 cents.
I have made an estimate of it at cents, that being an easy
estimate to make; by this the cost of 13,506 square yards
is $4,502.

Senator Merry. Do you put that at 33 or 33^?
Mr. Colburn. Thirty-three and a third.
Mr. Shaw. It isn’t claimed that there were three coats on

them all.
Mr. Colburn. I have made a very liberal estimate. I

take it that a fair and just estimate—one that will do no
injustice to Mr. Flood—for the plain coloring and painting,
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would be 25 cents, because some of it is not three coats, and
25 cents would be a fair estimate, taking the whole of it.
Call it 25 cents, and the cost of that would be $3,376, disre-
garding fractions. Now, take the next item upon that sur-
vey : 6,415 yards of surface, which is glossed. Take that
surface in the way most favorable to Mr. Flood ; admit that
it has three coats of paint and two coats of gloss, and the
estimate for that, at 50 cents a yard, amounts to $3,207,
However, I take that which, although lower, I think is a
fairer estimate, —42 cents a yard,—which would be $2,694.
The next item is of surface painted, grained and varnished,
752 square yards. I call that, at the highest estimate, 50
cents, making $376. In either estimate I call that 50 cents,
making $376. The surface which is varnished only is 409
square yards, which, at 15 cents, in either calculation, makes
$6l. If we add up those various sums for the painting at the
higher estimate, they make $8,146 ; if you add up the lower
estimates, they make $6,507. Now, if we add,to that esti-
mate for painting, the cost of the polishing—the original bill
for which was a little over $l,OO0—though I understand it has
been reduced by a dollar a day per man, bringing it down to
about $BOO, and that is about the sum which the experts make
it, though to be sure that is six times what has ever been paid
for polishing before—

Mr. Collins. The labor alone is 203 days.
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; lam taking it.
Senator Verry. That is Mr. Flood’s estimate for labor

alone, and the other estimate is for labor and materials.
Mr. Colburn. They all agree that the materials are a

very slight cost.
Mr. McNutt. The materials in the three items of paint-

ing didn’t amount to $BOO.
Mr. Colburn. My higher estimate for the painting is

$8,146, and the lower estimate is $6,507; add to that the
labor and cost of polishing, $BOO ; bronzing work, $95 ; take
the glazing at Mr. Flood’s own price,—it is high enough,—
$384 ; take the glass at Mr. Flood’s own know it is
high, but I am merely giving a favorable estimate, and am
not trying to figure it down to the lowest estimate—sl,492 ;

take the work upon the radiators, $lB ; take the eagle and
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coat-of-arms at—well, I can’t put that at $300; I can’t in
conscience call it but—s2oo.

Senator Verry. You desire to abolish the eagle rather.
[Laughter.]

Mr. Colburn. It is altogether too expensive a bird at
that price.

Take those two estimates, and you have $11,135 accord-
ing to the larger, and $9,496 according to the smaller
one. Now, if we look over the bill, we find, in addition
to these things, certain large items. I don’t know that
there has been any explanation where the large quantity
of shellac charged in this bill was used. I understand,
by the testimony of those men, that three or four gallons
were sufficient to polish all this furniture. So I under-
stand of the varnishing,—that the amount used could not be
anything like what is charged here. But we are all in the
dark; at least, I am, because I have not had the time to see
if there were any estimates fixing the amount of stock used
in varnishing here. But, when you come to take those esti-
mates, and take the items on this bill which are not included
in those estimates, you cannot add more than a thousand dol-
lars, any way you can fix it.

Senator Verey. What other large items do you get that
are not included in the estimates made ?

Mr. Shaw. The varnishing is included in the estimates
made.

Mr. Colburn. I understand that the cost of the stock is
included in the price per square yard. There is the bronzing,
$B5.

Mr. Doherty. And the stock?
Mr. Colburn. I don’t know any specific item for stock.

Yes, sir; there are two items for materials for bronzing, $27 ;

and I have an estimate of the labor of bronzing.
Senator Verry. That is in Mr. Flood’s bill for materials.
Mr. Colburn. That is all in Mr. Flood’s bill.
Mr. Collins. That was put in on the vei’y first page.
Mr. Colburn. Yes, sir; on the tabulated bill.
Senator Verry. That is $218.93.
Mr. Colburn. Now, excepting the shellac and varnish-

ing, there are no large items upon this bill that I have not
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enumerated. There is one of gold for the Senate Chamber,
$6O, which may perhaps be added. You cannot, however,
make up more than a few hundred dollars, less than $5OO, by
adding the other items in this bill not included in this estimate.
But make it liberal, and add $l,OOO or $1,500 to it, and you
cannot make’this bill over $12,000 at the very outset; I put
that at the outside price. You must bear in mind, that,
although Mr. Flood says he has done a great deal of work
not included in the estimates, that a great deal of work
included in the estimates was not done. Several rooms
were not varnished or touched, and I think the extra
work is more than offset by the work which he has not
done that was included in the estimates. So it seems to me
that Mr. Flood’s bill should be reduced something like
$7,000, and I feel satisfied that he will then receive a full,
fair and just compensation for all his labor and materials.
Now, by the questions which have been put by his counsel,
he would seem to think it is not a fair plan to do work by
the day and be paid for it by the yard. But every expert
here, ■who was questioned upon that matter, has expressed a
willingness to do that; I think any reasonable person would
be willing to do it. Furthermore, there are one or two
suggestions I wish to make in reply to the statements of
counsel that this is an extra nice job. There isn’t an expert
here who has testified to that; in fact, they have put it at a
fair or medium job, at the best; some of them go farther
than that, and say it is decidedly a poor job. I don’t desire
to go into the testimony of the experts upon this point. The
members of the Committee and of the legislature go through
this house every day and can look at this painting and see
whether it is well or ill done. I don’t desire to go into any
argument upon thatpoint; but Ido desire to say that there is
no testimony that this is a nice job, and the preponderance is
that this work don’t rank very high. That is the testimony of
Mr. Carleton. Mr. Flood began in pretty good season, and
kept his men at work till the legislature came together,
and I have no doubt that if the legislature hadn’t met, he
would have kept them at work three months longer. In
going through these bills, in this rough and hasty way, I



G471875.] APPENDIX.

have not attempted to analyze the charges for stock, which
the Committee are more competent to do than I am.

The Charges of the Commissioners.
I have gone over all the items worthy of consideration,

except the charges of the commissioners. Now, in regard to
those charges, I think the first thing that would suggest itself
to any one, is, that the commissioners’ work is worth a great
deal more than is charged, or else it is worth nothing; and I
regret to say I have to adopt the latter alternative. I don’t
suppose that the commissioners would be fairly before us
except for the terms of the order. They are not here exactly
as commissioners ; but your instructions were to investigate
thoroughly all bills for repairs on the State House, and report
what sums, in your judgment, are due to the various persons
named in Senate Document No. 67. The commissioners are
persons named in it, and they have put in bills for ser-
vices in superintending the repairs, and in that way they have
brought themselves within the scope of the order.

Take the first item,—Mr. Kimball’s bill. He has made a
charge of $135, and in his testimony he says his services are
worth a great deal more. If so, I don’t see why he didn’t
charge more. Now, I have this to say in commendation of
Mr. Kimball’s services upon the commission; It is to him
that we are indebted for getting the painter who did the out-
side work, and if it had not been for that the " flood ” would
have been outside as well as inside. He procured a painter
who did the outside work in good time, in good shape and at
a.reasonable price. On the other hand, let us take the records
of the commission, and judge them by what they thought was
proper and fit to be done. I read from the copy of the rec-
ords of the commission, furnished by Mr. Kimball:—

“ Voted, That the Chairman, Mr. Stickney and Mr. Kimball be
a sub-committee to approve the materials to be used.”

By that vote, they deliberately and formally said that they
thought it was proper that this committee should approve the
material which was to bo used. That approval, of.course,
required some examination, some little trouble, some little
pains, some attempt at an examination of the materials.
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According to the testimony of both Mr. Kimball and Mr.
Stickney, that sub-committee was never called together;
they never did anything; and you can all see, that if they
had performed their duty, there would have been a saving of
not only more than $135, but of more than the aggregate of
all the charges of the commissioners. So that their plain
neglect of what they themselves say was their duty, has
caused a greater detriment to the State than the amount of
the charges which they present here. That bill of Mr. Kim-
ball’s should therefore be disallowed. Furthermore, I am
astonished that a man should have a ten-thousand-dollar job
upon this building, and that one of the sub-committee having
the matter specially in charge should not know that one of
the commissioners, and one of the same sub-committee, was
doing that work; that is what Mr. Kimball says of Mr.
Wiley. He says he didn’t know Mr. Wile}' was doing the
work. I can’t conceive how one of that sub-committee could
be here much of the time, and not discover that fact. Per-
haps, if he had discovered it, we should have had a more
close supervision of Mr. Wiley. There are other matters in
this connection which could be enlarged upon; but I don’t
desire to do so. But, taking only this view of the case, I
don’t think Mr. Kimball did his whole duty in the premises.

Now, take the bill of Mr. Stickney for $45, and it is
exactly in the same position. He was one of the sub-com-
mittee to approve materials, and ho therefore stands, as Mr.
Kimball does, convicted of a neglect of duty.

Next is the charge of George B. Loring, for services as
commissioner, $BO. Now, Mr. Loring was also upon that sub-
committee, and the same suggestions which apply to Mr.
Kimball and Mr. Stickney would also apply to Mr. Loring,
and would dispose of his case; but there are other matters
which might be said of Dr. Loring’s neglect of the
business. • I will, however, mention just one; and that
one alone has caused much expense and trouble in the
course of this investigation. Although no formal vote ap-
pears to have been passed, it was understood among the
commissioners that there should be no profit upon mate-
rials ; and they did come to a formal vote that there should
be no profit upon painting materials. They selected the men
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to do the painting; the one advocated by Mr. Kimball being
awarded the work on the outside, and the one advocated by
Dr. Loring receiving the inside work. Mr. Kimball notified
Mr. Clark, and he is the only one who seems to have under-
stood the vote. Dr. Loring notified Mr. Flood, and Mr.
Flood says—and Dr. Loring does not contradict him—that
nothing was said about his having no profit on the stock and
materials. If that vote had been communicated to Mr.
Flood, a great deal of this investigation would have been
saved. So, from Dr. Loring’s neglect to notify Mr. Flood,
there has been a greater detriment to the Commonwealth
than the whole amount of Dr. Loring’s bill.

Although the opinion of the commissioners, that there
should be no profit upon all the stock, was not formally
expressed in a vote, except in regard to the painting, yet no
contractor upon the building, except Mr. Clark, was notified
of that fact. It was the duty of the sub-committee to notify
them of that fact, and they do not seem to have done their
duty in this respect.

I don’t think it right for these commissioners to pass upon
the claims of men to whom two of the commissioners were
indebted. In the first place, I do not think it was proper
for Mr. Wiley, while' owing Mr. Flood and Mr. Sim-
mons, and while having a contract upon the work here,
to pass upon their bills; and to some extent the same sug-
gestion is true of Dr. Loring. Mr. Flood seems to have
painted Dr. Loriug’s house for $BO and an advertisement,
and I think he has got the full benefit of the advertisement.
Now, I mention this matter, not because it was brought up by
the Committee or the Attorney-General, but because Dr.
Loring did so in his own testimony, excusing and thereby
accusing himself, and voluntarily undertaking to say he had
received no advantage out of this matter, and that it was
nothing more than an ordinary business transaction. Taking
Dr. Loring’s own statement, it appears that the decorators
came to his house and remained about two weeks, and
that he paid Mr. Flood’s bill of $BO. That-seems well
enough. But taking the lowest estimate there were two
decorators twelve days each, and if we look at the price
which Mr. Flood charges for decorators, as it appears on the

82
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bill originally rendered, we shall find that the ordinary
charge for decorators was $7 a day. [See page 28, in Mr.
Kimball’s testimony.] I presume that refers to the original
bill, " 7 days decorating, at $7 a day.” If we estimate this
decoration—

Mr. Doherty. The bill is for $5 a day.
Mr. Colburn. That is the corrected bill; lam taking the

testimony. But, taking $5 a day for twenty-four days, you
will see that Dr. Loring got the work done for a great deal
less than the ordinary charge. Now, it isn’t proper for com-
missioners to be passing upon the bills of men to whom they
stand in such a relation as that. It is like a lawyer trying
an insurance case before a jury, two of whom have claims
against the same company.

I don’t know that the other commissioner comes within the
terms of this order. He assumed the duty as a purely hon-
orary one ; he was present at some of the earlier meetings of
the commission, and also at some of the later, when they were
vainly struggling with these bills. But he presents no claim,
and I don’t know that his conduct can be considered by the
Committee.

The Summing up.

I will conclude what I have to say by summing up the
points made. Mr. Simmons should have nothing more; he
has already, by a neglect of the commissioners to examine
his bills, been overpaid a thousand dollars. Mr. Barrett’s
bill should be reduced to the estimate of Mr. Trainer. Mr.
Wiley has been overpaid, and, therefore, should receive no
more. Mr. Flood’s bill should be cut down at least $7,000.
The charges of the commissioners for services should be re-

O

jected entirely. That, I believe, is all that is necessary to
say to this Committee.

There is one little circumstance to which one of the Com-
mittee has called my attention, as illustrating the character of
the attempts made to obtain this work, and I hope the Com-
mittee will consider it; viz., the attempt to hire one of the
attendants upon the Senate —the doorkeeper—to use his influ-
ence with the commission to get Mr. Flood the job. It doesn’t
strike me as a proper means for a contractor to use to influ-
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ence a commission composed as this was, and I think the
Committee will so regard it.

There are other matters which come within the scope of the
Committee, such as the little affair of the carpets, and one or
two other things of that sort; but I think you understand
them as well as I do, and no argument is needed. A brief
statement in the report, or on the floor of the House, will set
that as straight as anything I can say. Certainly, the testi-
mony shows a somewhat loose management of the public
funds, especially that received from the sale of old stuff; but
I don’t deem it necessary to enlarge upon it.
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Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen:
The scope of the Committee’s work is "to investigate all

the bills for repairs on the State House, mentioned in Senate
Document No. 67, and report what sums, in their judgment,
are owing now to the persons ” named in said document.

I labor under the same disadvantage that my brother, the
Assistant Attorney-General, does, in this matter, business
compelling me to be absent from many of the sittings of the
Committee ; and I have only to say that there is a correspond-
ing advantage in having all the testimony printed,—if one had
but time to wander through it.

Mr. Flood is indebted to many members of the legislature,
and especially to the press, for the great advertisement which
he has received ; it was a great deal more than he expected
last fall, as referred to. I think, perhaps, the impression
made on the public mind by the inflammatory articles in several
newspapers, was clearly expressed by an old gentleman who
came here and wanted to know when we were going to make
our speech in defence of Mr. Flood, —when w 7 e were going to
do the whitewashing. I told him I did not know. "Well,”
said he, " I heard the case, and now I want to know what you
have got to say about it.” It turned out that he had not
heard anybody except a few of these polishers and experts ;

that he had not heard anything on Mr. Flood’s side, but that
he made up his mind from what he read in the newspapers.
And when I suggested the other day that hearsay evidence,
conjectures and biographical essays, such as Mr. Toland
indulged in, might be taken by some persons for evidence,
I was not wrong. I doubt whether there has been any wit-
ness praised so much as Mr. Toland, whose evidence did not
amount to anything at all.

Now, the question here, is, In how much is the Common-

ARGUMENT OF HON. P. A. COLLINS.
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wealth indebted to Mr. Flood? The Attorney-General has
undertaken to say, that when a person is hired by the day to
do certain work, that the other party to the contract, at the
end of the work, done under that contract, can pay him the
price that some expert says he ought to have. In other
words, the contract binds the man who does the work, but
does not bind the other party to it. To that I cannot con-
sent.

I think his suggestion, that the Commonwealth is all potent,
and that Mr. Flood, suing for justice before this Committee,
is entirely at the mercy of the legislature, is a timely one.
If the Commonwealth of Massachusetts could be brought
before a jury, and Mr. Flood’s case put, he might sue for the
amount, and execution would follow. But it is perfectly com-
petent for this Committee to report to the legislature that
Mr. Flood shall not have his pay, whether it is right or
wrong; therefore, we come here and present our case, leav-
ing it entirely in the hands of the Committee, and all I want
for my client in this case is simple justice.

I know that the Committee will not be moved by anything
like public clamor, or by the writings, speeches or conversa-
tions of those who are desirous of making a scapegoat of my
client.

It is well enough now to consider the circumstances under
which Mr, Flood came here and took this contract. What
was the condition of the building when Mr. Flood took it?
You have had plenty of expert testimony; but the testimony
of no expert, save on our side, showed you what the condition
of the building was. The commissioners say that a careful
examination of the State House revealed that "the building
was very much out ofrepair from dome to basement. . . .

A careful examination showed that the window-frames and
sashes were in many instances much decayed, . . . and
the rooms were so tarnished as to be unfit for public use.”
Mr. Clark did not see the inside of the building. Not one of
these experts saw it inside; but the commissioners carefully
examined it, and say that its condition was deplorable. When
they came together, they saw that their appropriation would
be less than the amount it would take to do the work. It
was distinctly understood that the work was much greater
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than the Committee making the estimate had any idea of.
That is what the commissioners say, and that is what we all
say; and so they determined to go on and do the work as
best they could.

Now, then, that being the case, what was the contract with
Mr. Flood?

Something has been said about the way Mr. Flood sought
the contract. I think it is perfectly proper for any contract-
or to seek a contract, where he may make some money out of
it, especially a large contract,—a contract with a government,
if need be. Mr. Flood approached the commission as any
mechanic had a right to do. He had the doorkeeper of the
Senate, and he does not deny it, to see some of the commis-
sioners, and ask that the work might be given to him. He
approached some of them himself. The result was that he
got the contract. Efforts have been made to show something
wrong in that, and Mr. Merrill has been brought down here
from Lawrence to testify about somebody’s asking his
influence with the commissioners. Well, I take it his
journey was as profitless to the Commonwealth as it was to
himself.

Well, what was Mr. Flood’s contract? He was simply
told to go to work by the day. That is all. Some of the
commissioners think there was to be no profit allowed on
materials. Well, now, suppose the committee had voted that
there was to be no profit allowed on materials. Does that bind
Mr. Flood? There is no pretence that the action of the
committee, if any action was taken, was ever communicated
to Mr. Flood, and, in the absence ofany such communication,
Mr. Flood had a right to go on and charge his profits on his
materials, which he has done. There is no pretence that any
commissioner, or any other person, communicated to Mr.
Flood such action on the part of the commission. Mr. Flood
distinctly swears that, until he presented his bill, he never
heard of it. Therefore, his contract was simply a contract to
do the work and charge a profit on his men according to the
usage of the mechanics of the city of Boston, and also upon
the materials furnished.

Now, as to the manner of doing the work. The Attorney-
General suggests thnt Mr. Flood should send his own fore-
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mau to oversee the work at the State House. But the Com-
mittee will remember that Mr. Flood, when he went into it,
had not regularly in his employ more than a dozen or fifteen
men; that is, his regular men. And he had at that time a
contract with the post-office to furnish men, and contracts in
Gloucester, Washington and elsewhere, and all the men and
all the foremen he had were employed. It was necessary,
therefore, that he should get for this special job a large
number of men, and a competent foreman.

He fortunately found Mr. McDonald, whom he knew per-
sonally to be an expert mechanic, to be a very reliable work-
man, and who had the reputation of being a " driver” of men.
Moreover, he was not only satisfactory to the commission,
but was recommended by the chief working man of the com-
mission. Therefore, he put Mr. McDonald in charge of this
work on the State House, and sent some twenty-five men to
do the work. McDonald was the commissioners’ foreman
as well as Mr. Flood’s, and I say that, as a business man,
Mr. Flood had a perfect right to rely upon Mr. McDonald’s
management of the work. It is suggested that he gave to
Mr. McDonald no instructions about keeping the time. If
he were a competent foreman, he required no suggestion or
instruction about that. Mr. Flood distinctly says that the
mau was competent, and he supposed he would do his duty.
His duty was to keep the time of the men as well as to keep
them at work, and to keep an account of the materials as
well as to see that they were properly used. Mr. McDonald
did keep that time, and did keep an account of those materials.
About the middle of December, he handed in that account in
book form, and from that time until the close of the work he
kept a memorandum of the same kind upon loose sheets of
paper, and handed those to Mr. Flood. Therefore, I think
thatMr. Flood had a perfect right to rely upon Mr. McDonald,
especially as he was the commissioners’ man, and he was
watched and supervised by the active working man of the
commission.

It is suggested that there is not any particular fault to be
found with this work, but that it is not to be praised much.
Now, I take it to be proved, that the inside work, from the
dome and ceiling of this State House, down, so far, at least,
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as painting, bronzing, gilding, decorating, varnishing and
graining are concerned, has been done conscientiously. And
the fact that men, who arc by no means friends of Mr. Flood,
selected and summoned by the Committee,—men who came
here and undertook to swear down Mr. Flood’s prices,—the
fact that these men say it was a very fair job, is the best evi-
dence from an adverse source that can be got. It is a first-
class job in every respect, and a first-class price should be
paid for it.

Did the men employed neglect their work? We have
the testimony of just two men, wT ho are reliable in any
respect, to show that they did,—the auditor and adjutant-
general. The auditor " thinks ” that the painters were rather
slow, and disposed to shirk their duty. There is nothing
positive in his statement; he is altogether too cautious a man
to be positive about that which he is not sure of. General
Cunningham, in his testimony, makes the statement that there
were three or four painters at work in his room, and on one
occasion he damned them. That is all. Now, does General
Cunningham know anything about the work of these painters ?

Does he know how they should do their work? Why, if he
had any reason to find fault, did he not go, as a state official
should, and make his complaint to the commissioners? He
satisfied himself with damning three or four men, and saw
that they hurried up afterwards. He knew the commission-
ers having charge of the work; he knew there was one of
them here every day, and he made no complaint. No single
state official in this whole building made complaint to one of
the commissioners, from the beginning to the end of the time.
Mr. Toland, the chairman of the State House committee,
was in the building, I think he said, twenty times during the
progress of the repairs. He saw men loitering about and
loafing in the smoke-room, and yet he said it was none of his
business. It was not the business of the State House com-
mittee to act upon it; but it was his business to note it down
and store it up, and, six months afterwards, to come here
and tell of it.

Now, I submit, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, that it is
easy enough for one to be deceived about the manner in which
men are doing work. It is very often necessary, in painting
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a column, or in painting in high places, or doing a difficult
piece of work, as I have seen work done by the contract, —it
is often very necessary that there should be one standing and
one working; that they should be helping one another, not
all using the brush at the same time. I have no doubt there
were many such places in the State House. Mr. Toland is
not a mechanic, any more than General Cunningham is. They
can give you no special instances of what was done. They
have a general, vague idea that there was loafing going on
about the State House. All the absolute testimony in the
case on this point is that on our side, Mr. Wiley, who was
a practical, competent mechanic, and was here every day, and
he said the painters inside and out worked as diligently as
men usually do upon work of this kind. It is not to be dis-
puted that, when men do government work,'—-by the day
especially,—that they do not "kill themselves.” I think the
mechanics of this Committee will say that workmen in their
employ, working upon a job by the day, are not so much
spurred up, are not disposed to work quite as hard, as if work-
ing for their employer when their employer has a contract to
do the same'kind of work for a given sum.

They perhaps did not work quite as hard as if Mr. Flood
bad said, "I have got the contract to do this building for so
much, and I want you to hurry up.” They knew what his
contract was. They knew they were at work for the Com-
monwealth by the day. Yet, Mr. Wiley, Mr. McDonald
and others who observed them, testified that these men
worked diligently and faithfully, and that they did their
work well. There have been two of Mr. Flood’s painters
summoned here by the Committee, and the best evidence
they can give is that they think that there were at no time
over twenty-six men at work here. They did not count
them, and they did not know. They came here to tell you
what they thought. That evidence goes for nothing. Except
from our side, the nearest approach that you can get to any-
thing like evidence from men working for Mr. Flood, is from
Merritt and Twigg. Now, what is true of the polishing
must necessarily be true of the painting. They were all
under the same supervision,—the painters and polishers, and
all other workmen in the employ of Mr. Flood at the State
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House. Twigg worked two days, and Merritt was here
ninety-two. Now, what is their testimony ? Merritt’s testi-
mony is that there was about 200 days’ work, more or less.
He was very positive up to the time he was requested by the
Committee to make an estimate at their expense, and then he
began to back down, and thought it would be proper for him
to testify to a little less; but he did not testify to much
less. This witness said there was about 200 days’ work iu
it, and he is a witness summoned here against Mr. Flood,
to establish something against him. Now, what is the differ-
ence? Mr. Flood has charged for 203 days,—just about
what these men say it would take. The difference in the
time and the materials makes about a dozen dollars difference
iu the polishing bill. Your Committee were good enough to
hire these two men as experts. The Lord only knows what
qualified them as experts; but I have not any fault to rind
with the Committee. These men went around the State
House, and they put down this room $lO, and that room $l2.
They never got so close as to reckon fifty or seventy-five
cents in any room; they only put down even dollars; and
they think the work was worth $787. They could make just
$3 per day upon that contract, and that is within $lO of what
Mr. Flood charges for the polishing. This is the best
evidence in the case,—in many respects, the very best evi-
dence,—about this polishing. And if Mr. Flood had been
negligent in doing the painting, if his men had been lazy
and good for nothing, would they not be equally so in pol-
ishing?

I think the evidence goes to prove that Mr. Flood was dis-
posed to drive the work up as fast as he could. What motive
could Mr. Flood have in keeping a lot of men here, and not
having them do a fair day’s work ? Was he under obligations
to any of them? Was it his interest to pay any man for a
day’s work on this State House, if the day’s work was not
done ? Well, now, what a pitiful result has come of the
attempt to show anything of the sort!

John Newell was up here, summoned against Flood. Do the
Committee rely upon John Newell’s testimony ? He told very
glibly what Mr. Flood did every morning, and what he did
every night; that it was his duty to go to the shop every
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morning and every night, and he always found Mr. Flood
there, doing something; that he had charge of his father’s
overcoat, and had it locked up in a closet, and every night
and every morning he used to go and take out his father’s
memorandum-book, and see what was in it. It turned out,
that for weeks at a time Mr. Flood was away from Boston,
and this man did not see him at all; and it turned out that
when Mr. Flood was in Boston, this man was never at the
shop a dozen times. He merely " supposed ” Mr. Flood was
doing every day what he " thinks ” he saw him doing once in
awhile. Then there was a book he said he saw. It was a
book in which Mr. Flood kept an account of stock; that he
could swear to. And there was another, in which he kept
an account of the men, and in which they signed their names.
It turned out that there was nothing of the sort. The man
never looked inside the book in which he supposed Mr. Flood
kept an account of stock, and it turned out there was no such
book at all; he never looked into any book but once, when
he saw Mr. Flood write his own name down in the blotter,
which Mr. Flood testified about so often.

There is not an atom of proof that any of the men drew
pay from the Commonwealth for work done elsewhere. All
you have is that some of these men employed by Mr. Flood
were paid by Mr. Flood at the shop. They were at work for
him by the year, and were guaranteed steady work, rain or
shine, and were to be paid $2.50 per day; that Mr. Flood
paid them at his shop; that some were employed at the post-
office, collected their pay there, and got it in an envelope.
Well, is there anything wrong about that? Mr. Flood, ac-
cording to custom in Boston, was authorized to charge $4 per
day for his mechanics, whatever his contract with them was.
He had agreed to guarantee to these men $2.50 per day for
the year, no matter how the times were. He received $4
per day for their labor from the United States Government.
Ought he not to have some return on the guarantee he gives ?

When they worked for the United States, they collected their
pay there. They carried it to Mr. Flood, who paid them
according to his agreement. That is the whole transaction,
and there is no more iniquity in that than there is in agreeing
to pay a man $3 and furnishing him to somebody else for $4.
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If a man makes a contract to work for $3.50 per day, and his
work is satisfactory, it is not the business of the man with
whom his employer contracts ; it is his own and his employer’s
bargain. And if the employer sees fit to make full charge
for such men, provided they are competent, it is so much in
his pocket for the guarantee he made.

There was a man named Thaxter Tolman who was called
to testify to some iniquity. He speaks about government
rolls, and when he is cross-examined he says he does not
know whether they were government rolls or not. The long
labors of the detectives have borne this rich fruit.

Mr. John Newell’s testimony contradicts itself, and only
proves that the poor fellow has a grudge against Mr. Flood,
and came up here deliberately to lie about it. Some of these
other men, floating about without any particular employment
now, wanted to make something out of it, one way or the
other,—if nothing more, a witness fee, or a fee for making a
survey, and giving their testimony as required. Against the
clear, positive evidence presented by us, I treat such testi-
mony as below notice.

Now, about material charged for. As I said during the
examination of Mr. Flood, the unprecedented manner in which
his examination was conducted was sufficient to shake a much
cooler witness than he. But take his testimony, and the
testimony of Mr. McDonald together: when work was done
in the shop, and the materials there furnished, it was there
charged; and when material left the shop and came to the
State House, a memorandum, but no charge, was there made
of it, and it was charged here. It was distinctly asserted
that there was no charge down there, except for the work and
material done and used there.

At the end of the contract, how was the bill made up?
The time and stock book, which was used from the beginning
of the work until the middle of December, together with the
tablets that were afterward sent down by Mr. McDonald of
the last two weeks of the work, and the memoranda made at
the shop, were taken by Mr. Flood, and, with a price-list,
were Given to Miss Willis—for what? Was it to make a

o
copy of it? I hold my brother, the Attorney-General, to just
as strict a use of words as he holds others, but no more so.
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There is no use in quarrelling over the word "copy.” Did
anybody ever see a "copy ” or " transcript ” of a day-book
into a ledger? A ledger is not a copy of anything. It is a
transfer of accounts. Did anybody ever see a bill presented
for labor by a contractor, containing the names of his men ?

Not at all. Miss Willis, Mr. McDonald and Mr. Flood are
not experts in the use of words. What they meant by a
"copy,” everybody understands. Not, a copy at all, but a
transfer of the items. Mr. Flood took these books and
memoranda to Miss Willis to make a bill, and not to make a
copy, and Miss Willis made this bill, making a charge for
each particular day, making a compilation of the memoranda
and the account books, and the result is this bill, in proper
form. That is what Miss Willis calls a copy; that is what
Mr. Flood calls a copy ; and that is what has been spoken of
through this evidence as a transcript. It is simply a bill
made up from memoranda and data. It is precisely such a
copy of these different accounts as a business man has of his
day-book and other things—his ledger account. Well, now,
was that properly made out? My brother says we have not
shown any foundation for admitting the book or bill. Why
not? All we have to show, is, that the original entries are lost
or destroyed, and that we have made diligent search for them,
and cannot find them ; that we have shown. Then, we have
shown the sworn compilation of all the items, and our chain
is complete. Mr. Flood had to rely on his foreman, and the
foreman swears that the account is correct. He had to rely,
also, on his foreman down to the shop, who, unfortunately, is
dead. Mr. Flood himself examined these tablets from time
to time, and he swears they were correct. He swears that he
took these documents to Miss Willis, and told her what to do
with them, and afterwards copied the bill, and that this bill is
a proper one against the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Gladly I should take the chance of having that evidence
received in a court of justice, and the chance of getting a
verdict against the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, if it
were such a body as might be sued according to law in
such a case as this.

Now, is it right to hold Mr. Flood upon his original
estimate ? His estimate for the outside of the State House I
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submit, might have been made with substantial accuracy.
He might have seen the condition of the outside of the build-
ing, whether the legislature was in session or not. There is
nothing in the way of the workmen on the outside, if they
choose to work there to-day. He made his estimate of the
outside, and it overran. He came to the inside. The learis-O

lature was in session. The committee rooms were occupied.
All the departments of the government were at work. Mr.
Flood was asked by Major Morissey to run over the State
House and see what he thought it would cost to paint it.
Mr. Toland, who has been lauded so much, says Major
Morissey told him that Mr. Flood guaranteed to do the
painting on the inside for so much. Major Morissey said no
such thing. Mr. Flood says there was never a word said
about it.

Mr. Colburn. Mr. Toland’s testimony was that he
understood him to say that Mr. Flood would do it for the
estimate. He does not allege that it is so. He so under-
stood it.

Mr. Collins. Major Morissey may have "understood.”
Mr. Flood swears there was nothing of the kind said. The
fact is, that Mr. Flood’s examination of the State House
probably did not take more than an hour, and his esti-
mate was based upon that survey of Mr. Granger’s, just as
Mr. Toland’s testimony was. It was the lowest possible
estimate, and no man would have been willing to go through
114 rooms in an hour, or a day, and bind himself to do
the work for any estimate made in that time. The only
survey, so far as I can see, that has ever been made until
this survey of Mr. Hall’s, was a survey made from, the
rooms as they existed, and what might be called a survey of
the proposed plans of proposed rooms, and there is no
evidence that these plans were carried out. The only survey,
therefore, he could base any estimate on, was a survey of
12,989 yards, and it turns out that he has painted over a sur-
face of more than 21,000 yards. So that there is really nearly
double as much as he supposed at the time the State House
contained of superficial yards of painting surface. It was
entirely false and misleading. Add the difference between
what he calculated upon and the real surface, and the bronzing,
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frescoing, gilding, polishing, and the other items of his work,
and I think he would he willing to receipt the bill to the
Commonwealth. As I said in the beginning, I say now, it is
not fair to bind Mr. Flood to such an estimate, and the
opinions of experts. As I remarked, the experts vary from
20 cents to 55 cents a yard.

What is this expert testimony worth? Mr. Clark was
perfectly honest in his testimony; and when he gave his esti-
mate, he did not want to bind himself by it, and he said he
did not know the condition of the State House. He gave an
estimate for ordinary work in the State House, and he said
(you will see it on pages 220 and 221) that he had no basis
on which to estimate; and then, in answer to a question,
said that he would not be willing to take it at that price as
he did not know what condition it was in. Now, Mr. Clark
was fair about it, and was giving an estimate for ordinary
work by the yard. But this, on the evidence of all the wit-
nesses, on every side, who knew the condition of the State
House, was not an ordinary job.

Now, then, let me call your attention to the estimates of
Walker, Randall and Hutchinson; these men differed some-
what in their estimates. They all come from outside of Bos-
ton, and they all estimated 50 cents per day only profit on
their men. Ido not know but that some of them exceed Mr.
Richards and Mr. Hastings. These men only calculate on a
profit of 50 cents for their men, and Hutchinson says he
should charge for his own time also. Now, then, Boston
mechanics all charge $4 per day for their men; therefore, I
say, that these men did not make an estimate for even ordi-
nary Boston work. Not one of them knew the difficulties of
the work. Not one of them knew what was to be done. The
State House was never in such a bad condition, as our evi-
dence shows, and there was never a building that these men
saw in such a filthy and ruinous condition, and it has now
been placed in a better condition than ever before. I submit,
therefore, that none of these figures or estimates should bind
this Committee in dealing with Mr. Flood’s bill.

Now, this bill was sifted, not by Mr. Wiley, not by Mr.
Boring, but it was sifted and carefully scrutinized by a man
who has made large contracts—by Mr. Stickney. And after
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weeks of the most patient inquiry and examination of the
bills and work done, Mr. Stioknoy struck off some $6OO
from the corrected bill which Mr. Flood has rendered. I
submit, gentlemen, that Mr. Flood, at that time, when the
work was so recent, was submitted to as close an examination
as any man could be, with regard to the elements going to

** 7 o o o
make up his bill.

I want to say one thing about the State House in 1868.
At the very opening of the session it was suggested that Mr.
Flood ought never to have done this work, because he painted
the State House in 1867, and it was not satisfactory. A
complete answer, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, to any insin-
uation of that kind is given in the most complimentary letter
written by Mr. Washburn, the architect at that time, and it
is questionable whether the legislature of 1868 could have
been placed in their seats before the month of March or
April, in this State House, if it had not been for the energy of
Mr. Flood. Probably no other painter in the city of Boston
could have been so expeditious in that work.

Now, take the glazing as one item. Mr. Flood chargeso o o

$384 for glazing, and Mr Richards, your expert, takes an
average of new and old, and makes out it is worth $465.70.
That would be the average, and there was a great deal of old
work. I think on many of these bills Mr. Flood is exceed-
ingly low. I submit, Mr. Chairman, in his behalf, that the
Committee would be ungenerous and unjust in binding him to
any loose estimate, made in a half-hour or an hour, on a notoxn-
ously false basis. I submit, that having made the contract
with him to do the work which he did, that he should be
paid for what he did; that no one ever communicated to him
any vote or action of the Committee, looking to the depriva-
tion of his profits, and that he should be paid the usual profit
which mechanics receive in the city of Boston upon material,
and that he has given, all things considered, the best evidence
that can be obtained that his bill is proved and ought to be
paid without further delay.
I do not desire to praise Mr. Flood very much as a busi-

ness man. You must take him precisely as you find him.
When he left his shop to do business for himself, he was a
practical painter, but not a practical book-keeper. From
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small beginnings his business has grown, but his system was
never changed ; it remained precisely the same. And when
he hired foremen, he relied upon his several foremen upon the
several jobs which he was doing. As his business grew still
larger, no change took place in his system. You must take
him precisely as you find him. He is doing business for the
United States, state and city governments, and he is taking
large contracts, and keeping his accounts precisely the same
as when he entered the business. He ought to be a better
book-keeper. He ought to keep his accounts according to a
certain system. But I know of no rigid rule, or high standard,
in that respect, which can be set up for any mechanic iu the
city of Boston. There is nothing that could require them to
keep a book-keeper, or make them keep their accounts in an
artistic manner. It is enough that they do their work well.
It speaks for itself.

I thank the Committee for the courtesy with which they
have listened to a somewhat rambling argument upon a so
largely scattered mass of evidence. My claim is this for Mr.
Flood : that he acted precisely as any other contractor, under
the circumstances, would have acted ; that he cannot be held
by a hasty estimate made upon a false basis; that he was
employed to do work by the day, and to furnish material,
according to usage in (he city of Boston, and he ought to be
paid according to that, and not according to the estimates made
by men who have no basis to estimate upon. His work has
been well done ; his accounts has been proved in the usual way ;

all attempts to show deception or fraud have signally failed;
and after this protracted investigation, I ask for my client
simple justice,—the payment of his bill.

84
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I feel there is hardly any necessity for saying anything
with regard to my client’s bill. It is not a discrepancy of
thousands, or a difference as to thousands of dollars. It is
merely a difference as to hundreds, in his case.

In the beginning of this investigation, one of the commis-
sioners seemed to lay more stress upon the plumbing bill
than upon all the other bills together,—one of the commission-
ers who has certainly a reputation for being a thorough
business man, and a great watch-dog of the State treasury.
It would appear, from what he had said at the beginning,—
on the opening day here,—that he wr as astounded at the
plumbing bill; it was extraordinary and astonishing; yet he
approved it, and so did all the others ! However, with that
I have nothing to do.

The question is, Was Mr. Barrett authorized to do this work;
was it necessary; and is the amount a fair price which he has
charged? You have heard the testimony of Mr. Barrett; you
have heard the testimony of Mr. Simmons; you have heard
the testimony of Mr. Wiley. Mr. Barrett himself says he
gave particular orders to his workmen—there were only two
at the time, and towards the close of his work about four—-
gave particular orders to these men to do nothing, without
first consulting Mr. Simmons or Mr. Wiley. His workmen
never put their bauds to tear down a single piece of plumbing
in the State House; never put up any new plumbing where
there was none before; never replaced with new plumbing
the old plumbing, without first consulting either Mr. Sim-
mons or Mr. Wiley,—to whom the chief charge of this
job, that seems to have neither head nor tail to it, in this State
House, was given. Mr. Wiley came up here from day to
day ; the other commissioners seemed to know nothing about
it; they seemed to have put all in his hands. Mr. Wiley saw
everything that was done,—where the old plumbiug was taken

ARGUMENT OF JOHN E. FITZGERALD, ESQ.
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oat, where the old basins and the old faucets were taken from ;

and Mr. Simmons said himself on the stand,—and how much
weight you can place upon Simmons’s statements it is for you
to judge,—nevertheless, he says, that everything that was
done was done with the knowledge of Mr. Wiley, one of the
commissioners, and all the orders were given from Mr.
Wiley, through him, to Mr. Barrett. So, in the first place,
all the work that was done was done through the consent and
with the concurrence of the one man who seemed to have
control of this whole business, and who acted for the com-
missioners, the others being entirely ignorant of it, as they
seemed to be, from their statements here.

Mr. Barrett performed all this work by the order and con-
sent of the commissioners, or of the one man who acted for
the commissioners—-Mr. Wiley. Mr. Barrett, I suppose, was
obliged to take notice of everything that was done, and of all
the orders that were given to him for the Committee, through
Mr. Simmons. Mr. Barrett went to work; he put in all this
plumbing; he kept a book-keeper, by the by; he kept an
account from day to day of all the work that was done; all
the materials that were transferred from his shop here. You
saw his books ; his books were kept clearly and neatly; there
was no attempt certainly of covering up anything; there was
no book got up for the occasion; there was nothing of that
kind; and Mr. Barrett could not be accused of anvthins: of

«/ o
that kind,—the Attorney-General' will not say so. With
regard to Mr. Barrett’s books: the accounts of the State
were placed with accounts of individuals for whom Mr.
Barrett did work. He had his book here, —his book of
counts,—and everything thatwas put into this State House is
entered on it, and he swears positively that everything charged
was put in.

Now, the next question is, Was it a fair price? Did Mr.
Barrett charge a fair price for the materials which were
supplied, and a fair price for the work which was done,
and did his workmen perform fair days’ work ? Mr. Barrett
himself says,—and you saw his book, —that he charged pre-
cisely what he charged everybody else. He charged $7—

50 cents less than the expert charges for his man and helper
($7.50 I believe Mr. Trainer says he charges for his men), —
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Barrett charged $7 a day; he charged ten and eleven cents
for the lead which he supplied to the State House ; he allowed
four or five cents for the old lead which was taken away—

Mr. Churchill. Per pound?
Mr. Fitzgerald. Per pound; you understand it; ten and

eleven cents per pound for new lead, five cents per pound for
the old lead which he took away. That is what he charged
everybody,—you saw his book of accounts,—and what he
would charge you and me; and he saw no reason, nor do I,
and I think the Committee can see no reason, why he should
not charge the State what he charged everybody else for
whom he worked. There was a vote, to be sure, passed by
the Committee, that the State should supply materials.
The materials were never supplied ; the vote was never
communicated to any of the contractors; it was a dead-letter,
so far as the Committee acted. Everybody went to work here
and bought his own materials; the plumber did, and he was
accountable to those he bought them of; and why should he
not charge the State the same profit which he charged every-
body else? The only question is, Were his prices anything
different from the ordinary prices which he charged ? and his
books will show, and the testimony of the expert will show,
that he charged the same as he charged to anybody else; and
I think he has a right to charge to the State that which he
charges to the private individuals who employ him.

Now, the next question is as to the whole amount; and I
do not think there is much difference in what the expert says
as to that and the amount which Mr. Barrett has rendered in
his itemized bill. The expert, in an hour or half an hour’s
view of the work which has been performed,—in his half-
hour’s investigation,—says that he thinks for $2,700, or there-
abouts, he would take this job. Now, I have no doubt that Mr.
Barrett, or any other plumber, if he got the job originally by
contract, would be willing to take it for $2,700; but this was
not a contract; this was days’ work. The commissioners, in
their economy, in their desire to save the State thousands of
dollars, thought it better to do this by days’ work, than do it
by contract. As to the wisdom of that, or the folly of it, it
is for you to judge ; nevertheless, it was their course ; they
did it by days’ work, and Mr. Simmons, and all who were
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around the State House, will say that Mr. Barrett’s work-
men worked faithful days’ work. There was no lounging
and no loafing; there is no testimony in regard to that
point relative to the jilumbers; and it is fair to presume the
men performed fair days’ work, and that they are entitled to
fair days’ wages. The difference between Mr. Barrett’s bill
of $3,000, and the expert’s estimate of $2,700 or thereabout,
is very small indeed, —so small, that I think it is a vindication
of Mr. Barrett’s honesty as a business man. It is fortunate
that the Committee is composed of men many of whom have
experience in building. If this bill be large, it isn’t the
plumber’s fault; it isn’t the fault of his workmen. He simply
did wr hat he was ordered; did it in a workmanlike and thor-
ough manner, as your expert testified, and charged no mox -e
than the usual prices for his material and his workmen, as
your expert also testified ; and he is therefore entitled to the
amount rendered in his bill.

The Chairman. This will close our hearing.

Adjourned sine die.
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