
HOUSE No. 242.

Executive Department, Boston, April 1, 1875.

To the Senate and House of Representatives.

I have the honor to inform the Legislature that in compli-
ance with its request I have caused the regimental color of
the Fifty-fourth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers to be
placed with the battle-flags in Doric Hall, where the national
color of this regiment, and the stall’ from which the flag was
torn in action, were long ago placed.

For the possession of this flag I am indebted to the courtesy
of Gen. R. S. Ripley, a copy of whose letter I transmit here-
with.

I have also, in further compliance with the request of the
Legislature, acknowledged the receipt of the flag, by a letter
to Gen. Ripley, a copy of which I also transmit herewith.

WM. GASTON.

Commomuccutl) of ilksoacljusctte.



FIFTY-FOURTH REGIMENT FLAG. [Apr.

8 Stanhope Terrace, Gloster Road, \
South Kensington, London, January 12, 1875. /

To His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts.

I have the honor to forward to your Excellency the regi-
mental color of the 54th Massachusetts Volunteers, which
was taken in action on the evening of the 18th of July, 1863,
by the garrison of Battery Wagner under General Taliaferro,
being part of the forces defending Charleston, South Caro-
lina, under my command, when that work was assaulted by
the Federal troops under General Gilmore.

Since the close of the civil war in America, I have been
generall}7 absent from the country, and I have seen with
regret the failure of expedients attempted to restore peace
and content to the Southern States.

It seems to me, however, that the lapse of time and the
course of events have produced a less embittered state of
public feeling than that which existed just after the close of
the strife.

Under the existing state of things, I deem it decorous, if
not a positive duty, to promote the oblivion of the animos-
ities which led to and were engendered by the war.

Such being the case, I prefer to look upon trophies of the
character of the color in question as mementoes of the gal-
lant conduct of men who, like Shaw, Putnam and other sons
of Massachusetts, sealed their devotion to the cause which
they adopted with their lives, rather than as evidences of
prowess on the one side or the other. The custodians of
such a memento should be the authorities of the State served
by these gallant men, and I therefore transmit the flag to

your Excellency, for such disposition as the authorities of
Massachusetts shall determine.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) R. S. RIPLEY.



1876.] HOUSE—No. 242.

Executive Department, Boston, March 31, 1875.

Gen. R. S. Ripley :

Dear Sir,—I have the pleasure of acknowledging the
receipt from you of the Regimental Color of the 54th Regi-
ment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and also of your letter
bearing date January 12th, 1875, which accompanied the
same.

In compliance with the request of the Legislature, a copy
of which I enclose herewith, the hag has been placed with
the battle-hags of Massachusetts in Doric Hall, in our State
House.

Please accept my thanks for your courtesy in returning the
hag, and for the just tribute which you have rendered to the
brave men who served their country with so much credit to
themselves and so much honor to the State.

Highly appreciating the sentiments which you express in
your letter, and the motive which prompted your action,

I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) WM. GASTON.

(Eommomucaltl) of ittaosadjuoctts.




