
HOUSE No. 273.

House of Representatives, April 9, 1875.

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred the Report of the Joint Special Committee on
the Supervision, Construction and Maintenance of Impound-
ing Reservoirs, have considered the same and report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

B. C. CURRIER.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.

AN ACT
To provide for the Supervision of the Construction

and Maintenance of Reservoirs and Dams.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Hereafter no reservoir or reservoir-
-2 dam or mill-dam shall be constructed, nor any
3 material change made in those now existing or
4 hereafter constructed, until plans and specifications
5 of the same shall have been filed with the county
6 commissioners in the county where such work is
7 to be constructed. Said commissioners shall retain
8 and record the same, and they shall inspect the
9 work during its progress, and if at any time it ap-

-10 pears that the plans and specifications are not
11 being faithfully adhered to, they shall have author-
-12 ity to appoint an inspector, at the expense of the
13 owners, to be constantly engaged in its stipend-
-14 sion; and upon a refusal of the owners or their
15 agents to adhere to said plans and specifications,
16 he shall have power to order its discontinuance:
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17 provided, however, that nothing herein contained
18 shall apply to small dams constructed for irriga-
-19 tion or other purposes, the breaking of which
20 would involve no risk to life or property.

1 Sect. 2. The county commissioners, on appli-
-2 cation made to them in writing, by any person
3 owning property liable to destruction or damage
4 by the breaking of any reservoir, reservoir-dam or
5 mill-dam, or upon such application by the mayor
6 and aldermen or selectmen of any place, on ac-
-7 count of liability of loss of life or damage to any
8 road or bridges therein, from the same cause, shall,
9 after notice of the time and place to the owners of

10 such reservoirs or dams or their agents, view and
11 thoroughly examine the same, with the assistance
12 of a competent engineer.

1 Sect. 3. If, upon examination, in the judgment
2 of the commissioners, the structure is not suffi-
-3 ciently strong and substantial to resist the action
4 of the water under any circumstances which may
5 reasonably be expected to occur, they, with the
6 advice of an engineer, shall determine and direct
7 what alterations or repairs are required to make it
8 permanent and secure, and shall give written di-
-9 rections to the owners thereof to make such altcr-

-10 ations or repairs within a reasonable time, and the
11 results of such examination and orders thereon,
12 shall be duly recorded by said commissioners.

1 Sect. 4. If the owner of the reservoir or dam
2 thus examined and adjudged to be unsafe, refuses
3 or neglects to make such alterations or repairs as
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4 the commissioners order, they shall cause such
5 reservoir or dam, or such parts thereof as they
6 may deem necessary for the safety of life or prop-
-7 erty, roads or bridges, on the stream below, to be
8 removed or the water drawn off; and after such
9 removal no structure shall he erected except in

10 compliance with the requirements contained in the
11 preceding sections; and if the water has been
12 drawn off, the reservoir shall not be filled again
13 until the orders of the commissioners have been
14 complied with.

1 Sect. 5. The commissioners shall make such
2 orders as to the costs of all proceedings under the
3 three preceding sections, as they may deem just:
4 provided, that in all cases where the reservoir or
5 dam is adjudged unsafe, said costs shall be paid by
6 the owner.

1 Sect. 6. The supreme judicial court shall have
2 jurisdiction in equity, and may make all judgments
3 and decrees necessary to carry into effect the pro-
-4 visions of the preceding sections.

1 Sect. 7. Sections forty-seven, forty-eight,
2 forty-nine, fifty, fifty-one and fifty-two of chapter
3 one hundred and forty-nine of the General Stat-
-4 utes are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


